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RICHARD Lord VAUGHAN, 
| Eatl of (arbeiy, &c: . | 


/ - 


To the. Right Honourablé and truly Noble, | 
| 
| 


God, and the advantages of 
VL your many favours, finifhed 
a Year of Sermons; which 
if, like the first year of our'| 
Saviours preaching, it may be 
| annus-acceptabitis; an ac- 


ae ceptable year to’ God, and 
‘bis afféted band-maid the (burch of England, 4 
| reltefto fome of ber nem necefaties, and an inflitu- 
ition vr afststance to any foul ; I fhall efteem it among 
thofe honours and blefings, with which God ufes to 
‘reward thofe good intentions, which bimfelf first puss 
‘into ovr bearts,and then recompenfes upon our heads: 
ey Lord, They were firft prefented to God in the 
ministries of your family : For this ts a blefing, for 
mich your Lordflip ss _ God, that your Fa- 
; ‘ a. 


- MY.LORD, a 
i - = Have now by the afiftance of | 
my 


TE IL 


~The Epittle Dedicatory. 


undiq, tOtis | 


Ufque adeo turbatur agris. En! ipfecapellas | 


- Protinus ager ago; hane etiam vix Tityre _ 
_ - 4 Cduco. 


But, «My Lord, this is not all: I would 


ane alfe complaine that men feele not their| 


lgreate? cul, and are not fenfible of - their 
danger, sor coverous of what they want, nor 


that this complaint would fuppofe an snnatural 
emt to rule in the dearts F men, For who 


wowld have in him Yo tittle of aeALan, as not 


to be greedy of the Word of God, and of holy| 


Ordinances, eves therefore becaufe they are[o bard 
to, baveland thy evil, although it can have no 
excufe, yet it hath a great and a certain caufe , 


fireve for that which is forbidden them, but 


for 


_ The Eptttle Dedicatory. 
| for the Word of Gad fill creates new appe-| 
tutes, as it fatupies the old; and enlarges the 
‘| capacsty, asst fills. the firft propenfities of the 
§ iri. . For all Spinal hig cp J a of 
Immortality, an of infinite Pelicites > they| — 
| well up to the comprebenfions of Eternity . 
and the defires of the foul can never be wea- 
ried, but when they are decayed ; as the fto- 
| mach will be craving every day, unleffe it bee 
fick and abufed. ‘But every mans experience 
tells bim now, that becaufe men bave not 
Preaching, they leffe defire st . their long faft- 
ing makes them not to love their meat ; and fo| . 
wee have caufe to feare, the people will fall 
to an Atrophy, then to. a Loathing of holy 
food, and then Gods anger will follow the 
eM ethod of our fnne, and fend a famine 
the Word and Sacraments. This wee have the 
greateft reafon to fear, and this fear can be 
reheved by nothing but by notices and: experi- 
ence of the greatneffe of the Divine mercies and 
goodneffe. rs - 
— A gainft this danger in future,and evil in 
prefent, as you and all good men interpofe their 
prayers, fo bave I . added this little inflance 
| of my care and fervices ; being willing to 
minifter. in all offices and varieties of imploy. 
| ment; that fo I may by all means fave 
fome, aad confirme others; or at leaft, that my 
Jelfe may be accepted 4 God in my ea 
_ A 3 


n 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


i a 


eAnd I thinkI bave fome reafons to expel 


ppectall mercy n thu, becaufe I finde by the con- 
itution of the Divine Providence,and Eccleft- 
afticall affairs, that all the great. nece/sities of 


Barbarifme, andWarres, and Ignorance either 
fate in, ar broke the. Dottors (bas in pieces: 
For then it was that divers Orders of Religious, 
and efpecially of Preachers were eretled, Ged 
infpiring into whole companies of mena xeal of 


reftored the beauty of the (burch, when it was 
—|neceffary [hee fhould be reformed ; st was the 
afsiduous and learned Preaching of thofe whom 
God chofe for bis “Minifters in that work, that 
wrought the Advantages and perfwaded thofe 
Truths, which are the enamel and beauty of 
lour (churches. And becaufe by the fame-means 
jal things are hy ie by which they are pro- 
|duc'd, st cannot but bee certaine, that the pre- 
— : . fent 


‘C reaching. eAnd by the fame inflrument God | 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. : 


| fent fiate of the (burch requires a greater care 
and prudence in this Minifterie then ever ; efpe.. 
| erally. fince by Preaching fome endevour to /up- 
‘| plant Preaching, and by interce ting the fruits) 
Of the flocks to difbearten the Shepheards from 
their attendances; e 
eM), Lord, your great nobleneffe and religions| — 
_ | charity hath taken from mee fome portions of 
| , that glory, which I defgned to my ft in imt-| 
/, tation of St. Paul towards the Corinthian 
| Church ; who efleemed it his honour to her 
| to them without a revenue; and though alfo like 
| him ¥ have a trade, by-which asI can bee more 
ufefull to others, and leffe burthenfome to you, 
Jet to you alfo under God, I owe the quiet and 
the opportunities and circumftances of that, as i 
God had fo interweaved the [upport of my af 
fairs with your charity, that bee would hayeno| 
advantages paffe upon mee, but by your intereft. 
‘| and that I fhould expel uo reward of the iffues| 
of my (alling,unleffe your Lordjhip have a hare| 
in the blefang. 2 4 | | 
My Lord, I give God thanks that my lot 
is fallen fo fairly, and that I can ferve your| 
Lordfbip in that <M. insflery, by which I am 
bound to ferve God, and that my gratitude 
And. my duty are bound up in the fame bundle . 
| but now, that which was yours by a right of 
ob sti Ihave made publick , that 1t may 
fiill bee more yours, and you derive to your| 
: felfe 


° 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
felfe « comfort, if you foal fee the necefity of 
others ferv'd by that which you beard fo ask 
ently, and a with fo much piety, and 
i am perfwaded have entertain'd wit that re- 
ligion end obedience, which 1 the duty of all 
tho(e who know, that Sermons are Arguments 
againft us, unieffe they make us better ; and | 
that no Sermon ts received as it ought, sn- 
leffe it makes us quit a vice, or bee in love 
with vertue. unleffe wee fuffer st in fome in- 
Rance or degree to do the work of God upon our 


ouls, 7 | 

eM) Lord, in thefe Sermons I bave medled 
\with na mans interefl, that only accepted, which 
#Eternall, but if any mans vice was to bee re- 
proved, I have doneit with as much feverity ae 
I ought; fome cafes of (onfcience I have here 
determined. but the fpeciall defigne of the 
whole, 1 to defcribe the greater lines of ‘Duty, 
by fpeciall arguments : and if any witty Cenfu- 
rer fball fay, that I tell lim nothing but what 
lhe knew before, I fhall be contented with it, and 
- |rejoyce that be wes fo well inflruffed, and wifh 
alfo that be needed not a Remembrancer ; but 
lof either in the firft, or in the fecond; in the 
inflitution of [ome, or the reminding of others, 
I can do Gad any fervice ; no man ought to 
he offended, shat Sermons are not like curious 
_ |inquiries after New-nothings, but purfuances 
of Old-truths. However, I bave already | | 


a many 


~The Epiftle Dedicatory. ~ 
many fair earnests that your Lordfbip will be pleae) 
[ed with this tender of my — and exprefionof| . 
my great and deareft obligations, which you daily 
_|renew or continue upon, } | 


My nobleft Lord; 
Your Lotdfhips moft 


affe&tionate and moft 


Jeremy Tarton, 
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mT 
Titles of the ieeeuen ele Order,. Number; 


and | Texts : 


Judgmenr, _ Folto 1.15, 30, 
2 Cok. 5.1 | 
For we mu St all appear before the Fadgnont fe eat of Chrift, that every ene 
_ may recetve the things done sabi bod, aches te that be bath done, 
_ whether it tbe good or bad; » | 


Chae a ee Pe Dooms-day Book oF Chrifts Advent to 


Sermon 4. 5. 6. The Return of Prayers; 3; OF, tthe ccinditiois ofa 

Prevailing Prayer, | —.— fol.44. 57. 69; 
oh, 9.31, | 

Wow we know that God heareth not finners, but if any manbe a worfbipper 
of God and doth bis will, bim bebearetb, | 


Sermon 7; 8.9. Of Godly Fear, &c, ‘fol. 83. 95. 114, 
Heb, 12. part-of the 28th & 25th ver{, | 


Let shave race whereby we may ferve God with reverence and godly fear; 
For our God i 4 confuming Fire, 


Sermon 10, 11, The Flefh and the Spirit. fol, 125. 139; 


Bree Matth, 26.41, latter 
The Spivit indeed ts willing, but the Flefb i weak, 


Sermon 12, 13. 14, Of Lukewarmnefs and Zeal; or, Spiritual 

. Fervour, _ fd. 452, 164.179; 
Jer. r. 48, 10, fitth p. 

Carfed be be that deth the work of the Lord —— 


Sermon 15, 18, The Houle of Feafting Of, 
fures, 
1 Cor. 15, 32. —_— 
Lema ed ik fr tomer i 


~ Titles of the Serm.their Order, Number,&c. 


Sermon 17, 18. The Mariage Ring ; or, The Myfterioufhefs and 
» Duties df{Marrlage. © 7 | fol. 209, 232, 
eeu Ephef. 5.32533. 
(This ts a.great myftery; Bat I {peak _— Chri ft and the Church, 
« Nevershelefs; let every one of you in particular fo love bis wife even at 
himfelf, and the wife (ce that |be reverence ber Husband, 


Sermon ‘19, 20, 21, Apples of Sodome; or, The Fruits of Sin. 
fol. 245. 250, 273. 
Kom. 6. 31. 


what fruit bad ye then in thofe things whereof ye are new albamed 2 For 
the end of thofe things is death. ba - 

Sermon 3,23. 24.2 5. The good and evil Tongue. Of Slander 
and Flattery. The Duties of the Tongue. fol, 286, 298. 

ee ee . gu QUEL 323. 

Ephef. 4. 25. 


Let po corraps communication proceed out of yooy mouth, but that which ts 
— good to the ufe of edefying, that st may mins{ter grace unto the bearers, 
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Titles of the 28 Sermons,their Order, Num- 
bers and Texts. 


Being the fecond Volume. 


S Fimon 1,2. Of the Spirit of Gracee Fol. 1.12. 
Rom.8.ver.9,10. 

But ye are not inthe flchh, but inthe Spirit, if fo be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, be 
is none of his. “ Andif Chrift be in you,the body is dead becaule 

_ Of fin, but the Spirit ws life, becaufe of righteou{nefs. 

Sermon 3,4. The defcenditig and entailed curfe cut off, fol. 24.40. 

- Exodus 20 part of the 5. verfe. 

1 the Lord thy God am a jealous God, vifiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate me. 

6. And fhewing mercy unto thoufands of them that love me, and keep 

my cCommanaments. | 

Sermon 5,6. The invalidity. of alate, or death-bed repentance, 

: fol.5 2.66. 
Jerem. 13.16. 
Give glory tothe Lord your God, before he caufe darknefi, and before 
your feet fumble upon the dark mountains : and while ye look for 
light (or, left while ye look for light) be (hall turn st into the fhadow 
| of death, and make it srale darkneffe. 
Sermon 7,8. The deceitfulnefs of the heart, fol.80.92. 
| Jeremiah 17.9. 

The hedt is deceitful above all things, and de(perately wicked ; who can 
know it ? | a | 

Sermon 9,10, 11. The faith and patience of the Saints , Or, the 

- righteous caufe opprefled. fol, 104.119.133. 
| I Pet. 4.17. 

For the time is come that judgement muft begin at the houfeof God: and 

if it firft begin at us, what {hall the end be of them that obey not the 
_ Gofpel of Gad? = 

18. Andif the righteous {carcely be faved, where fhall the ungodly and 

the finner appear ? 


| Sermon 13,13. The mercy. of the Divine judgements; or, Gods 


method in curing finners, - fol.146.159- 
Romans 2.4. . 

De/pifeft thou the riches of bis goodnel[e,and forbearance and long-fuffer- 

ing not knowing that she goodne(fe of God leadeth thee to repentance ? 

: - oe Sermon 


~ Titles of the Sermons, their Order and Number, ; 


Sermon 14,15. Of growth in grace, with its proper inftruments | 
_ and figns. ~~ 8 fh.17920173-| 


2. Pet. 3.18. 
But grow ingrace, and inthe knowledge of the Lord Fefus Chrift, to 
whom be glory both now and forever. Amen, | | 
Sermon 16,17. Of growth in fin, or the feveral {tates md , de- 
greesof finners, with the manner how they are to be treated. 


fol.197-210. 

Jude Epift. ver. 22,23. re: 
And of fome have compafsion, making a difference: ™ And others 

fave with fear, palling them out of she fire. | 
Sermon,18,19. Thefoolith exchange. fol.224.337- 

-Matth.16. ver.26. 
Fer what is a wan profited, sf be fhall gain the whole world,and lefe bus 
own font ? or what [hall amangive in exchange for bis foal ¢ 
Sermon 20,21,32. The Serpent and the Dove ; or, a difcourfe of 
Chriftian Prudence. “fd. 251.263.374- 
: Marth. 10. latter part of ver.16. 
Beye therefore wife os ferpents and barmelefe as deves. 


Sermon 23,24. Of Chriftian fimplicity. 389.301. 
| Marth 10. latter part of verle 16% bes 
And harmle{s as Doves. : 
Sermon 25,26,27. The miracles of the Divine Mercy. _ fol. 313. 
| 337-340. 
Pfal. 86.5- an 


For thon Lord art good and ready to forgive, and plenteous-in mercy to 
al them that call upon thee, 

A Funeral Sermon preached at the Obfequies of the Right Hono- 

rable the Counrels of Carbery. — fb357. 
| 2 Sam. 14.14. | 

For we wuft needs dyt,and are as water (pilt on the eround whish cannot 
be.gathered up again: meither doth Godrefpect any perfon : yet doch 
he dewife means that his banifhed be wot expelled from him. 

A Difcourfe of the Divine Infticution, neceffity, facrednefS, and 
feparation of the Office’ Minifterial. = 


arene een ‘ 


a Sermon I. 


/  ** Advent funday. 


. @ 


Sermon [ | 
ADVENT SVNDay. 
DOOMSDAY BOOK: 


CHRIST’S Advent to Judgment. 


a: 2 Cor. 5.10. | 
For we muSt all appear before the Fudgment feat of 
CHRIST, that every one may receive the things 


done in bis body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad. , ee 


SW Ertue and Vice are fo effentially diftinguifhed, 
I fxr and the diftin@ion is {fo neceflary to be ob- 

<* ferved in order to the well being of men, in 
f\) private, and in focieties, that to divide them 
» ye 10 themfelves, and to feparate them by fuffi- 
=A Sj cient notices, and to diftingaifh them by re- 
e/g9%, wards, hath been defigned by all Laws, by the 
fayings of wife men, by the order of things, 


men have been fram’d accordingly; that Vertue may have 
a ‘nip feat in the will and in the affe@tions, and may become 
,amiable by its own excellency and its appendante blefling; and 
that Vice may be as natural an enemy to a manas a Wolf to the 


contradiction of its nature. But it is not enough. that all the 
world hath armed it felf againft Vice, andby all that is wife and 
{ober among{t men, hath taken the part of Vertue; adoring it 
| | j - B 7 with 


by their proportions to good or evil; and the expedations of | 


Lamb, and as darknefs to light ;. deftrudtive of its being, and a|- 


Serm, I, 


2 


| Sarm, I. 


Chrift's Advent to Fudgment. 


with glorious appellatives, encouraging it by rewards, entertaining | A 


it with {weetnefles, and commanding it by edicts, fortifying ac 
with defenfatives, and twining with it in all artificial compliances ; 
all this is (hort of mans neceflitie ; for this willin all modeft men 
fecure their ations in Theatres, and High-wayes, in Markets, 
and Churches, before the eye of Judges, and in the fociety of 
Witneffes. Butthe actions of cloicts and chambers, the defigns 
and thoughts of men, their difcourfes in dark places, and the 
actions. of retirements and-of the night, are left indifferent to 
Vertue or to Vice; and of thefe, as man can take no cognifance, 
{o he can make no coercitive; and therefore above one half of 
humane aétions ig by the Laws of man left unregarded, and un- 
provided for; and befides this, there are fome men who are big- 
ger then Laws, and fome are bigger then Judges, and fome Judges 
have leffened themfelves by fear and cowardize, by briberie and 


| flatterie, by iniquitie and compliance ; and where they have not, 


yet they have notices but of tew caufes; and there are fome fins 
{o popular and univerfal, that to punifh them is either impoffible 
or intolerable ; and to queftion {uch, would betray the weaknefs 
of the publick rods and axes, and reprefent the finner to be ftrong- 
er then the power that is appointed to be his bridle; and after all 
this, we finde finners fo pro{perous, that they efcape, fo potent, that 
that they fear not, and fin is made {afe when it grows great, 


= Facere omnia {ete 
Non impune licety nifi dum facts ——— 


and innocence is oppreffed, and the poor cry, and he hath no 
helper; and he 1s oppreffed, and he wants a Patron : and for thefe 
and many other concurrent caufes, if you reckon alt the caufes 
that come before all the Judicatorics of the world, though the 
litigious are too many, and the matters of s#stance are intricate 
and numerous, yet the perfonal and criminal are fo few, that of 
2000 fins that cry aloudto God for vengeance, f{carce two are 
noted by the publick eye, and chaftis’d by the hand of Juftice ; it 
muft follow from hence, that it is but reafonable for the inte- 
reft of vertue and the neceffities of the world, that the private 
fhould be judg’d, and vertue fhould be tied upon the fpirit, and 
the poor fhould be relieved, and the oppreffed {hould appeal, and 
the noife of Widows fhould be heard, and the Saints flrould ftand 
upright, and the Caufe that was ill judged fhould be judged over 


- tagain, and Tyrants f{hould be call’d to account, and our thoughts 


fhould be examined, and our fecret actions viewed on all fides, 
and the infinice number of fms which efcape here fhould not efcape 
finally ; and therefore God hath fo ordained it, that there fhall be 
aday of doom, wherein all that are Ict alone by men fhall be 

| queftion’d 


+o — —_ ~- 


¢ brift's Advent to Fudgment. 


A ; queftion’d by God, and every word and every action fhall receive 


jo 


its juft recompence of reward. For we mlufl all appear before the Fudg- 
ment feat of Chreft, that every one may trecerve the things done tn bis body 
according to that he hath done, whether tt be gdod or bad, + 
Te (dia 78 captal@, fo it is in the beit copies, riot ra’ ie’, The 
things dene in the body, {o we commonly fread it; the things 
proper or due to the body; fo thé expreffion is more apt atid pro- 
per; for not onely what is done dia o2pcal R Ly the body, but even 
the acts of abftra@ed underftariding and volition, the ads of fe- 
flexion and choice, acts ot felf-love and ddthiration, and what ever 
elfe can be fuppofed the proper aid peculiar a& of the foul or of 
the {pirit, is to be accourttcd fof at the day of Judgment: dhd even 
thefe may be called 73:2 78 ceuidIG.; Becaufe thete are the acts of 
the man in the ftate of conjunation with the body. The words 
have m them no other difficulty or variery; but contain a great 
truth of the biggeft intereft, and one of the moft material con- 
ftitutive Articles of the whole Religion, and the greatef€ efidcat- | 
ment of our duty in the wholé world. Things are fo ordered by 
the great Lord of all the creatures, that whatfoever we do or | 
fuffer thall be call’d to'account, and this account fhall be exa&, 
and the fentence fhall be fuft, and the reward fhall be great; all 
the evils of che world fhall be amended, and the injuftices fhall be 
repaid, and the divine Providence fhall be vindicated, and Vertue | 
and Vice fhall for ever be remark’d by their feparate dwellings and 
rewards, 7 : 
This is that which the Apoftle itr the next verfe calls the terror | 
of the Lord ; it is his terror, becaufe himielf fhall appéar in his drefs 
of Majefty and robes of Juftice,and' 2 ts bis terror, becaule it is of all 
the things in the World the mott formidable in it felf,and it is moft | 
fearful to us: where fhail:be aéted the intereft and final fentence of | 
eternity ; and becaute it is fo intended, I fhalf all the way reprefent | 
it as the Lords terror, that we may be afraid ot fin, for the deitructi- 
on of which ‘this terror is intended, rr. Fneréfore we will confider 


I, 
the perfons that are to be judged; withthe circumftancesofour| 
aulvantages: or our forrows [ we mut all appear.| 2. The Judge 2. 
and his le feat: [ before the Fudgment feat of Chrijt.| 3. The 3. 


fentence that they are to receive 5 the things due to the body, good or 

bad;according as we now pleafe,bur then cariiot alter.Every of thefe 

are drefled with ' circumftances of affliction and’ affrightment to 

thofe, to whom {uch terrers fliall appertain as 4 portion ‘of their 
inheritance, —? 

1. The perfons who are tobe judged: ¢ven'you, andI, and 

all the world : «Kings aid‘Priefts, Nobles and Learned, the Craf-|, ° 
and the Eafie,: the Wife ahd‘the Poolith, the Rich and the Poor, 

the prevailing ‘Tyrant: and the oppreffed Party thall: all appcar to- 

receive. their Symbol ;.and this is fo fat'from abating any’ ae 
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of its terror and our dear concernment, that it much increafcs ie:| A 


for although concerning Precepts and Difcourfes we are apt to 
ncgle& in particular, what is recommended in gencral, and in in- 
cidencies of Mortality and {ad events the fingularity of the chance 
heightens the apprehenfion of the evil; yet itisio by accident, 


|and oncly in regard of our imperfe@tion; itbeing an effc& of 


felf-love, or fome little creeping envy which adheres too often 
to the inforrunate and miferable; or elfe becaufe the forrow is 
apt to increafe, by being apprehended to be a rare cafe, and a fin- 
gular unworthineis in him who is afHi&ed, otherwife then is com- 
mon to the fons of men, companions of his fin, and brethren of 
lis nature, and partners of his ufual accidents; yet in final 
and extreme events, the multitude of fuffercrs dces not leffen 
but increafe the iufferings ; and when the fir st day of Judgment hap- 
en’d, that (I mean) of the univerfal deluge of watcrs upon the 
old World, the calamity {well’d like the tloud, and every man 
{aw his friend perith, andthe neighbours of his dwelling, and the 
relatives of hishoule, and the fharers of his joyes, and yefter- 
dayes bride, and the new born heir, the Pricft of the Family, and 
the honour of the Kindred, all dying or dead, drench’d in water 
and the divine vengeance ; and then they had no placeto flee un- 
to, no man cared for their fouls; they had none to go unto 
for counfell, no {an@uary high enough td keep them from the ven- 
ss that rain’d down from heaven ; and fo it fhall be at the 
ay of Judgment, when that world and this, and all that fhall be 
born hereafter, fhall pafs through the fame Red fea, and be all 
baptized with the fame fire, and be involv’d in the fathe cloud, in 
which fhall be thunderings and terrors infinite ; every Mans fear 
fhall be increafed by his neighbours fhrieks, and the amazement 
that all the world fhall be in, fhall unite as the {parks of a 
raging furnace into a globe of fire, and roul upon its own princi- 
ple, and increafe by direc appearances, and intolerable reflexions, 
He that ftands in a Church-yard in the time of a great plague, and 
hears the Patfing-bell perpetually telling the fad ftories of death, 
and fees crowds of infected bodies preffing to their Graves, and 
others fick and tremulous, and Death drefs’d up in all the ima- 
ges of forrow round about him, is not fupported in his {pirit by 
the variety of his forrow : and at Dooms-day, when the terrours 
are univerfal, befides that it is in it {elf fo much greater, becaufe 
it can affright the whole world, it is alfo made greaier by cgm- 
munication and a forrowful influence ; Grief being then ftrong- 
ly infectious : when there is no variety of ftate but an intire 
Kingdom of fear; and amazement is the King of all our paffions, 
and all the world its fubje@s : and that fhricke mad needs 
be terrible, when millions of Men and Women at the fame in- 
ftant fhall fearfully cry out, and the noife fhall mingle with the 
| ; Trum- 
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groaning heavens, and the crack of the diffolving world, when the 
whole fabrick of nature fhall fhake into diffolution and eternal 
afhes, But this general confideration may be heightned with four 
or five circumftances, | 

1, Confider what an infinite multitude of Angels and Men 
and Women fhall then appear; it is a huge affembly when the 
Men of one Kingdome, the Men of one Age in a fingle Provirice 
are gathered together into heaps and confufion of diforder ; 
But then all Kingdomes of all Ages, all the Armies that ever 
muftered, all the World that Augufius Cefar taxed , all thofe 
hundreds of Millions that were flain in all the Roman Wars from 
Numa’s time till Jtaly was broken into Principalities and {mall 
Exarchats, all thefe, and all that can come into numbets, and 
that did defcend from the loins of ~4dsm, fhall at once be repre- 
fented ; to which account if we adde the Armies of Heaven, the 
nine orders of bleffed Spirits, and the infinite numbers in every 
order, we may fuppole the numbers fit to expreffe the Majefty of 
that God, and the terror of that Judge, who is the Lord and Father 
of all that unimaginable multitude, Est terror sngens tot fimul tan- 
torumg, popslorum, , 

2. In this great multitude we fhall meet all thofe, who by 
their example and their holy precepts have, like tapers enkindled 
with a beam of the Sun of righteoufnefs, enlightened us, and taught 
us to walk in the paths of juftice. There we {hall fee all thofe good 
men whom God fent to preach to us, and recall us from humane 
follies and inhumane practifes: and when we efpie the good man, 
that chid us for our laft drunkennefs or adulteries, it fhall then 
alfo be remembred, how we mocked at counfel, and were civilly 
modeft at the reproof, but laugh’d when the man was gone, and 
accepted it for a religious complement, and tqok our leaves, and 
went and did the fame again, But then things fhall put on ano- 
ther face, and that we {mil’d at here, and iphted fondly, fhall 
then be the — terror in the world; Men fhall feel, that they 
once laugh’d at their own deftruGion, and rejected health, when 
itwas offered by a man of God upon no other condition, bur 
that they would be wife, and not be in love with death. Then 


they fhall tigi » that if they had obeyed an eafie and a 
el, 


fober counfel, they had been parmers of the fame felicity, which 
they fee fo illuftrious upon the heads of thofe Preachers, whofe 
work is with the Lord, and who by their life and Doctrine endea+ 
voured to {natch the Soul of their friend or relatives from an in- 
tolerable mifery, But he that fees a crown put upon their heads that 
give good counfel, and preach holy and fevere Sermons with de- 
igns of charity and piety, will alfo then perceive that God did 
not fend Preachers for nothing, on trifling errands and without 
B 
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Sera. I. | regard; but that work, which he crowns in them, he purpofed; A 
~ | fhould be effeGtive to us, perfwafive to the underftanding, and) 
active upon our contciences. Good Preachers by their Doctrine, 
and all good men by their lives are the accufers of the difobe- 
dient ; and they fhall rife up from their feats, and judge and con- 
demn the follies of thofe who thought their picty to be want 
ot courage, and their difcourfes pedantical, and their reproofs the 
Priefts trade, but of no fignification, becaufe. they preterr’d mo- 
ments before eternity. : | 
3, . There in that great affembly fhall be {een all thofe Con- 
‘| verts, who upon eafier terms, and fewer miracles, and a lefs ex-| B 
perience, and a younger grace, and a feldomer Preaching, and | 
more unlikely circumftances, have fuffcred the work of God to 
proiper upon their {pirits, and have been obedient to the heavenly 
calling, There fhall ftand the men of Nineveh, and they fball ftand 
upright in Fudyment, for they at the preaching of one man ina 
lefs {pace then fourty dayes returned unto the Lord thetr God; 
but we have heard him call all our lives, and /tke the deaf eAd- 
der ftopt our ears agatn{t the voice of God icrvants, charme they 
never fo wifely, There fhall appear the men of Caperzaum, and 
the Queen of the South, and the Men of Berea, and the firft fruits! C 
of the Chriftian Church, and the holy Martyrs, and fhall pro- 
claim to all the world, that it was not impoffivle to do the work of 
Grace.in the midft of all our weaknefles, and accidental difad- 
vantages; and that the obedsence of Faith, and the labour of Leve, 
and «ie contentions of chaftiry, and the feverities of temperance 
and {felf-denial, are not fuch infuperable mountains, but that an 
honeft and fober perfon may perform them in acceptable degrees, 
if he have but a ready ear, and a willing minde, and an honeft 
heart: and this {cene of honeft perfons fhall make the Divine 
Judgment upon fingers more aah and apparently juft, in} p 
paffing upon them the horrible fentence ; for why cannot we as 
well {erve Ged in peace, as others ferved him in war ? why cannot 
we love him as well, when he treats us {weetly, and gives us health 
and plenty, honours or fair fortunes, reputation or contentednels, 
quietnefs and peace, as others did upon gibbets and under axes, in 
the hands of tormentors, and in hard wilderneffes, in nakednefs 
and poverty, in the midft of all evil things and all fad difcomforts > 
Concerning this no anfwer can be made. | 
4. Butthere is a worfe fight then this yet, which in that great | . 
affembly fhall diftra& our fight, and amaze our {pirits, There | E 
-| men fhall meet the partners of their fins, and them that drank 
the round, when they crown’d their heads with folly and for- 
| ge ie and their 8 with wine and noifes, There fhall ye 
ce that poor perifhing ioul, whom thou didft — co adultery 
{and wantonnels, to ennefs or perjury, to rebellion or < 
, | | evi 
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A ;evil intereft, by power or craft, by witty difcourfes or deep | Seam, J. 
diflembling, by f{candal or a f{nare, by evil example or pernt- 
cious couniel, by malice or unwarineis; and when all this is 
f{umm’d up, and from the variety of its particulars is drawn 

| into an uneafie load and a formidable {umame, poffibly we may 
‘finde fights enough to fcare all our confidences, and argumcnts 
enough to prefs our evil fouls into the forrows ot a mott iniol¢ra- 
ble death. For however we make now but light accounts and evil 
proportions concerning it, yet it will be a tearful circumftance 
of appearing, tofee one, or two, or ten, or twenty accurfed fouls 

B | defpairing, .miferable, infinitely miferable, roaring and blafphe- 
ming, and fearfully curfing thee as the caufe of its eternal for- 
rows. Thy luft betray’d and rifled her weak unguarded inno- 
cence ; thy example made thy fervant confident to lye, or to be 
perjur’d; thy fociety brought a third into intemperance and the 
difguifes of a beaft ; and when thou feeft that foul, with whom 
thou didft fin, drag’d into hell, well maift thou fear to drink the 
dregs of thy intolerable potion ; And moft certainly it is the great- 
eft of evils to deftroy a for whom the Lord Jefus died, and 
to undoe that grace, which our Lord purchafed with fo much {weat 

C , and bloud, pains and a mighity charity. And becaufe very ma- 
ny fins, are fins of fociety and confederation; fuch are fornica- 
tion, drunkennefs, bribery, fimony, rebellion, {chifme, and ma- 
ny others ; itis a hard and a weighty confideration, what fhall be- 
come of any one of us,who have tempted.ourBrother or Sifter to fin 
and death; for though God hath {par’d our life, and they are dead 
and their debt-books are fealed up, till the day of account, yet 
the mifchief of our fin is gone before us, and it is like a mur- 
ther, but more execrable, the foul is dead in trefpaffes and fins, 
and {ealed up to an eternal forrow, and thou fhalt fee at Dooms- 

— | day, what damnable uncharitablenefs thou haft done. That foul 
that cries to thofe rocks to cover her, if it had not been for thy 
perpetual temptations, might have followed the Lamb in a white 
robe ; and that poor man, that is cloathed with fhame and flames 
of fire, would have fhin’d in glory, but that thou didft force him 
to be partner of thy bafenefs, And who fhall pay for this lofs > 
a foul is loft by thy means; thou haft defeated the holy pur- 
pofes of the Lord’s bitter paffion by thy impurities; and what 
fhall happen to thee by whom thy Brother dics cternally 2 Of 
all the confiderations, that concern this part of the horrors of 

E | Dooms-day, nothing can be more formidable then this, to fuch 
whom it does concern : and truly it concerns {o many, and amongft| 
fo many, perhaps fome perfons are fo tender, that it might af- 
fright their hopes, and difcompofe thei induftries and {priteful 
labours of repentance ; .but that our moft merciful Lord hath, 
in the midft of all the fearful circumftances of hisfecond com- 
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ing, interwoven this one comfort relating to this, which to my| A 


deme ieems the moft fearful and killing circumftance : Two 
{hall be grinding at one mill; the one fhall be taken, and the other 
lett. Two fhall be in a bed;the one fhall be taken,and the other left ; 
that is, thofe who are confederate in the fame fortures, and in- 
tcreits, and ations, may yet havea different fentence ; for an 
early and an aQlive repentance will wath off this account, and put 
it upon the tables of tHe Crofs; and though it ought to make 
us diligent and careful, charitable and penitent, hugely penitent, 
even {o long as we live, yet when we fhall appear together, there 
isa mercy, that {hall there feparate us, who fometimes had blen- 
ded each other in a common crime. Bleffed be the mercies 
of God, who hath fo carefully provided a fruitful fhower of grace, 
to refrefh the mifcries and dangers of the greateft part of man- 
kinde. Thomas Aquinas was ulcd to beg of God, that he might 
never be tempted from his low tortune to Prelacies and dignities 
Ecclefiaftical ; and that his minde might never be difcom 
{ed or polluted with ti.e love of any creatuge ; and that he might 
by fome inftrument or other underftand the ftate of his deceafed 
Brother; and the ftory fayes, that he was heard in all : In 
him it was a great curiolity, or the paffion and impertinencies of a 
ufelefs charity, to fearch after him, unlefs he had fome other 
perfonal concernment, then his relation of kinred. But truly, it 
would concern very many to be folicitous concerning the event of 
thofe fouls, with whom we have mingled death and fin; for many 
of thofe fentences, which have paffed and decreed concernin 
our departed relatives, will concern us dearly, and we are boun 
in the {ame bundles, and fhall be thrown into the fame fires, un- 
leis we repent for our own fins, and double our forrows for their 


damnation, 


5. We may confider that this infinite multitude of men and 
women, Angels and Devils, is not incffetive as a number in 
Pythagoras Tables, but muft needs have influence upon every {pi- 
rit, that fhall there appear, For the tranfaCtions of that court are 
not like Orations {poken by a Grecian Orator in the circles of his 
people, heard by them that croud neareft him, or that found li- 
mited by the circles of air, or the inclofure of a wall; but eve- 
ry thing is reprefented to every perfon, and then let it be con- 
fidered, when thy fhame and fecret turpitude, thy midnight re- 
vels and fecret hypocrifies, thy luftful thoughts, and treache- 
rous defigns, thy falfhood to God, and ftartings from thy holy 
promifes, thy follies and impieties fhall be laid open before all 
the world, and that then hall be {poken by the trumpet of an Arch- 
angel upon the houfe top, the higheft battlements of Heaven, all 
thofe filthy words‘and lewd circumftances, which thou didft a& 
fecretly, thou wilt finde, that thou wilt have reafon ftrangely 
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A beafhamed. All the wife men in the world fhall know. how vile 
| thou haft been: and then confider ; with what confufion of face 
wouldgt thou ftand in the prefence of a good man and a fevere, if 
peradventure he fhould fuddenly draw thy curtain, and finde thee 
"jin the fins of fhame and luft; ic muft be infinitly more, when 
| God and all the Angels of heaven and earth, all his holy my- 
riads, and all his redeemed Saints fhall ftare and wonder at 
thy impurities and follies. I have reada fory, that a young Gen- 
| tleman, being paffionately by his mother diflwaded from entring 
into the fevere courfes of a religious and fingle life, broke from 
B | her importunity by faying, Volo (ervare antmam meam, I am re- 
folued by all means to fave my foul, But when he had under- 
taken a rule with paffion, he pertormed it carelefly and remifly, 
and was but lukewarm in his Religion, and quickly proceeded 
toamelancholy and wearied {pirit, and from thence to a fick- 
nefs and the neighbourhood of death ; but falling into an ago- 
nie and a phantaftick vifion, dream’d that he faw himfelf fum- 
mon’d bene Gods angry throne, and from thence hurried into 
a place of torments, where efpying hisMother, full of {corn fhe 
upbraided him with his former anf{wer, and asked him, why he 
C| 4d not fave his foul, by all means, according as he undertook, 
But when the fick man awaked and recovered, he made his words 
good indeed, and prayed frequently, and fafted feverely, and la- 
boured humbly, and converfed charitably, and mortified himfelf 
feverely, and refufed fuch fecular folaces which other good men 
received to refrefh and fuitain their infirmities, and gave no other 
account to them that asked him but this; If I could not in my 
extafie or dream endure my Mothers upbraiding my follies and 
weak Religion, how fhall Ibe able to fuffer, that God fhould 
redargue me at Dooms-day, and the Angels reproach my luke- 
warmnefs, and the Devils aggravate my fins, and-all the Saints 
of God deride my follies and hypocrifies >. The effe@ of that mans 
confideration may ferve to actuate a meditation in every one of 
us: for wee fhall all be at that pafs, chat unlefs our fhame and 
forrows be cleanfed by a timely repentance, and cover'd by the 
Robe of Chrift, we fhall fuffer the anger of God, the fcorn of 
Saints and Angels, and our own fhame in the general affembly |. 
of all akin This argument is moft confiderable to them 
who are tender of their precious name and fenfible of honour 
if they rather would chufe death then a difgrace, ‘eg rather 
then fhame, Iet them remember that a finfull life will bring 
them to an intolerable thame at that day, when all, that is 
excellent in heaven and earth, fhall be fummon’d as witneffes and 
arties in a fearful f{crutiny. The fumme is this; All that are 
rm of e4dam, fhall appear before God and his Chrift, and all 
the innumerable companies of Angels and Devils fhall be there : 
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and the wicked fhall be afrighted with every thing they fee, 
and there they fhall fee thofe good men, that taught them the 
wayes of life ; and ‘all thofe evil perfons, whom thcmfelves have 
tempted into the wayes of death; and thofe who were converted 
upon eafier termes ; and fome of thefe fhall fhame the wicked, and 
fame fhall curfe them, and fome fhall upbraid them, and all thal! 
amaze them, and yet this is but the apy wd/re9, the begin- 
ning of thofe evils, which fhatl never end till eternity hath a pe- 
riod ; but concerning this they muft frit be judged ; and that’s the 
fecond general contideration, We must appear before the Judgment 
feat of Chri, and that’s anew ftate of terrors and affrightments, 
Chrift, who is our Saviour, and is our Advacate, fhall then be our 
Judge: and that will ftrangely change our conhdences and all the 
tace of things, | 

2. That's thenthe place and ftate of our appearance, Before 
the Judgment feat of Chri(:] For Chrift fhall rife trom the right 
hand of his Father, he thal defcend towards us, and ride upon 
a cloud, and thall make himfelt illuftrious by a glorious Majettie, 
and an innumerab!e retinue and circumftances of terror and a migh- 
| wen; and this is that which Origen affirms to be the fig 
ofthe Son of Man. Remalcus de Vaux in Harpocrate divine athirms, 
that all the Greck and Latin Pathers confentsentz6us animts affeverant, 
boc figno Crucem Chrsjlt fignificart, do unanimoufly affirm, that the 
‘repretentment of the Crofle, is the fign of the Son of Man fpoken: 
‘of Mat, 24.30. And: indeed they atfirm ie very generally, but 
Origen after his manner is fingular, boc fignum (ructs erit, cum'Do- 
minus. ad judicandum venertt, 1o the Church ufed to fing, and-fo it is 
in.the Sibyls verfes 5 


O lignum felix, 17 quo Deus ipfe pependit s 
Nec te terra captt, (ed cols tetta ucebss, 
Cum renguata Det facies 1gnita micabtt, 


The fign of the Crofs- is that fign of the Son of Man, when the Lord: 
fhall come to Judgment ; and from thofe words of Scripture 
[: They fhall look on him whom they have pierced: ]' it hath been 
freely entertain’d, that at the day of Judgment, Chrift fhall'{ignifie 
his perfon by fomething that related to his paffion, his crofs, or his 
wounds, orboth, I lift notto {pin this. curious cobweb 5 but O77- 
gen’s opinion {eems to me more reafonable ; and it is more agrec- 


proportians.of his glory, rather then of: his humility ; with effects. 
ot -his being exalted into Heaven, rather-then: of his: poverty and. 
forrows upon Earth: and this is countenanced better:by {ome Greck 
copies; tore gaviodas oneeioy TB UE Te avipwme ty TW SEKVSs 
fo it iscommonly read, the fign of the Son. of: man in- Heaven, 


able-to the Majeftie and: Power-of Chrift to fignifie himfelftwith:) p 
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| A, that is (fay they) the fign of the Son of man smprinted upon a Serm. I, 
| cloud ; but it is in others 78 vie 7 Wy pei mes 78 ty Segyoi's, the fign 
of the Son of man who 1s in the heavens; not that the iign fhall be 
imprinted on acloud, or in any part of the heavens, but that he 
who is now in the heavens, fhall when he comes down, have a fign 
and fignification of his own, that is, proper to him, who is there 
glorified, and fhall return in glory ; and he difparages the beauty 
of the Sun, who enquires fora Rule to. know, when the Sun 
fhines, or the light breaks forth from its chambers of the Eaft; 
and the Son of man fhall need no other fignification, but his 
B | infinite retinue, and all the Angels of God worfhipping him, and 
| fitting upon a cloud, and leading the heavenly Hott, and bring- 
ing his Elect with him, and being cloathed with the robes of 
| Majeftie, and trampling upon Devils, and confounding the wicked, 
and deftroying Death: butall thefe great things fhall be invefted 
with fuch ftrange circumftances, and annexes of Mightinefs , 
and Divinity, that all the world fhall confefs the glories of the 
Lord; and this is fufficiently fignified by S« Paul, we fball all be| Rom. 4.10. 
fet before the throne or place of Cort sts jucscatures; For tt ts written, 
‘| As I live, faith the Lord, every knee {ball bow to me, and every tongue 
C | Shall confels to God: that is, at the day of Judgment, when we | 
are placed ready to receive our Sentence , all knees fhall bow 
to the holy Jefus, and_confefs him to be God the Lord; mean- 
ing that our Lords prefence fhall be fuch, as to force obeyfance 
from Angels, and Men, and Devils; and his addrefs to fudgment 
fhall fuificiently declare his Perfon and his Office, and his pro- 
per glories, This ss the greateft Scene of Majeftie that fhall be 
in that day, till the Sentence be pronounced; But there goes 
much betore this, which prepar& all the world to the expeéta- 
tion and confcquent reception of this mighty Judge of Men and 
D Angels, . | | ae 
The Majeftie of the Judg, and the terrours of the Judgment | 
fhall be {poker aloud by the immediate forerunning accidents, 
which fhall be fo great violences to the old conttitutions of 
Nature; that it fhall break her very bones, and diforder her till 
fhe be deftroyed. S* ferom relates out of the Jews books, thar 
their Doétors ule to account fifteen dayes of prodigic immediately | 
before Chrift’s coming, and to every day affign a wonder, any 
one of which, if we fhould chance to {ce in the dayes of our 
flefh, it would affright us into the like thoughts, which the old 
g | world had, when they faw the countreys round about them | 
cover'd with water, and the Divine vengeance ; or as thofe poor 
people near e4dria, and the Afediterrancae Sea, when their houles 
and Cities are entring into graves, and the bowells of the earth 
rent with convulfions and horrid tremblings, The fea (fay they) 
fhail rife fifteen cubits above the higheft Mounraines, ae ae 
| | ae: | aeicend 
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;SerM.'L. | defcend into hollowneffe, and a prodigious drought, and when they} A 
| are reduc’d again to their uluall proportions, then all the beafts and 
cteeping things, the montfters , and the ufual inhabitants of the 
fea {hall be gathered together, and make feariul noifes to diftra& 
Mankinde ; The birds fhall mourne and change their fong into 
threnes and {ad accents; rivers of fire fhall rife from Eaft to| 
Weft, and the ftars fhall be rent into threds of light, and f{cattcr 
like the beards of comets; Then fhall be fearful carthquakes 
and the rocks fhall rend in pieces, the trees shall diftil bloud, 
and the mountaines and faireft ftru@ures fhall return unto their 
primitive duft ; the wilde beafts fhall leave their dens, and come| B 
into the companies of men, fo that you fhall hardly tcll how to 
call them, herds of Men, or congregations of Beasts; Then fhall the 
Graves open and give up their dead, and thofe which are alive 
in nature, and dead in fear, fhall be forc’d trom the rocks, whither 
they went to hide them, and from caverns of the carth, where 
they would fain have been concealed; becaufe their retirements 
are difmantled,and their rocks are broken into wider ruptures, and 
admit a ftrange light into their fecret bowels; and the men being 
forc’d abroad into the theatre of mighty horrors, {hall run up and 
down diftraéted and at their wits end; and then fome fhall die, and} C 
fome fhall be changed, and by this time the Ele& hall be gathered 
together from the four quarters of the world, and Chrift fhall 
come along with them to judgment, 

Thefe figns, although the Jew:{b Doétors reckon them by 
order and a method, concerning which they had no revelation 
(that appears ) nor fufficiently credible tradition, yet for the 
main parts of the things themfelves, the holy Scripture records 
‘Chrifts own words, and concerning the moft terrible of them ; 
the fumme of which, as Chrift related them, and his Apoftles 
recorded and explicated, is this, The earth {ball tremble, and the 
powers of the heavens {ball be fbaken, the fun Jhall be turned into darknefs, 
and the moon into bloud; thatis: there fhall be ftrange eclipfcs of 
the Sun, and fearful afpeéts in the Moon, who when fhe is troubled 
looks red like bloud ; The rocks {ball rend, and the elements {hall melt 
with fervent heat, The heavens |ball be rolled up like a parchment, the 
earth fhall be burned with fire, the bills fhall be like wax, for there 
flall go a fire before bim, and a mighty tempest ball be flerred round 


about him : 


Dies iré, Dies tlla E 
Solvet seclum in favilla, 
Tefle David cum Sibylla, 


The Trumpet of God fhall found, and the voice of the Arch- 


angel, that is, of him who is the Prince of all that great —— 
: O 
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A of Spirits, which fhall then attend their Lords, and wait upon | 
and illuftrate his glory; and this alfo is part of that, which 
is called the fign of the Son of ~Man; for the fulfilling of all 
thefe predi&tions, and the preaching the Gospel to all Nations, and 
the Converfion of the Jews, and thefe prodigies, and. the Ad- 
drefs of Majefty make up that fign, The notice of which things 
fome way or other came to the very Heathen themfelves, who 
were alarum’d into caution and fobriety by thefe dead remem- 
brances : 


@ 

Sic cum compage foluta . 

Sécula tat mundi fuprema coégerit hora 

Antiquum repetens tterum chaos, omnia miftis 

Stdera fideribus concurrent : ignea pontum 

Aftra petent, tellus extendere Isttora nollet; 

Excuttetg, fretum ; fratri contraria Phebe 

Ibst , Totag, difcors 
— Machina divulfi turbabit fadera Munds, 


cae 


‘Which things, when they are come to pafs, ‘it will be no wonder, 
if mens hearts fhall faile them for fear, and their wits be loft 
with guilt, and their fond hopes deftroyed by prodigie and a- 
mazement ; but it will be an extreme wonder, if the confide- 
ration and certain expectation of: thefe things fhall not awake 
our fleeping {pirits, and raife us from the death of Sin, and 
the bafenefs of vice and difhonourable ‘aGions, to live foberly and 
temperately, chaftly and juftly, humbly and obediently, that is, like 

rfons that believe all this, and fuch who are not mad men or 
fools, but will order their ations according to thefe notices, For 
if they do not believe thefe things, where 1s their Faith > If they 
do believe them, and fin on, and do as if there were no {uch thing 
to come to pafs, where is their Prudence, and what is their hopes, 
and where their Charity > how do they differ from beafts, ee 
that they are more foolifh 2 for beafts go on and confider not, 
becaufe they cannot; but we can confider, and will not; we 
know, that ftrange terrors fhall affright us all, and ftrange deaths 
and torments fhall feife upon the wicked, and that we cannot 
e{cape, and the rocks themfelves will not be able to hide us 
from the fears of thofe prodigies, which fhall come before the 
day of Judgment; and that the mountains (though when they 
are broken 1n pieces we call upon them to fall ‘upon us) fhall not 
be able to fecure us.one minute from the = vengeance ; and 
yet we proceed with confidence or carelefnefs, and_confider not, 
that there is no greater folly in the world, then for a man to 
negle& his peal intereft, and to die for trifles and little re- 
gards, and to become miferable 7 {uch interefts, which are not 


excufable| 
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| 
excufable ina Childe. He that is youngeft hath not long to live:( A 
He that is thirty, forty, or fifty years old, hath {pent moft of his 
life, and his dream is almoft done, and in a very few moneths he 
mutt be caft into his eternal portion ; that is, he muft be in an unal- 
terable condition, his final Sentence fhall pafs according as he fhall 
then be found: and that will be an intolerable condition, when he 
{hall have reafon to cry out in the bitternefs of his foul, Eternal woe 
is tome, who refus’d to confider , when I might have been {faved 
and fecured from this intolerable calamity. But muft defcend 
to confider the particulars and circumftances of the great confide- 
ration, Christ {ball be our Fudge at Dooms-day. B 
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he is interefted in the injury of the crimes, he is to fentence. 
Videbunt, quem crucsfixerunt, and they fball look on him, whom 

they have pierced, t was for thy fins, that the Judge did fuffer fuch 
un{peakable pains, as were enough to reconcile all the world to 
God; The fumme and {pirit of which pains could not be better 

‘| underftood, then by the confequence of his own words, 44) God, 
| my God, why bast thou forfaken me? meaning, that he felt {uch hor- 
C|Tible, pure, unmingled forrows, that although his humane nature 
was perionally united to the Godhead, yet at that inftant he fel 
no comfortable emanations by fenfible perception from the Divi- 
nity, but he was fo drenched in forrow, that the Godhead {ee- 
med to have forfaken him, Beyond this, nothing can be added : 

| but then, that thou haft for thy own particular made all this 
in vain and ineffetive, that Chrift thy Lord and Judge fhould be 
tormented for nothing, that thou wouldeft not accept felicity and 
pardon, when he purchafed them at fo dear a price, muft needs be 
an infinite condemnation to {uch perfons. How fhalt thou look 
D | Upon him, that fainted and died for love of thee, and thou didft 
{corn his miraculous mercies » How {hall we dare to behold that 
holy face, that brought falvation tous, and we turned away and 
fell in love with death, and kiffed deformity and fins 2 and yet in|. 
the beholding that face confifts much of the glories of eternity. All 
the pains and paffions, the forrows and the groans, the humility 
and poverty, the labours and the watchings, the Prayers and 

| the Sermons, the miracles and the prophecies, the whip and the 
nailes, the death and the burial, the fhame and the {mart, the Crofs 
and the grave of Jefus fhall be laid upon thy fcore, if thou haft 
FE | refufed the mercies and defign of all their holy ends and purpofes. 
And if we remember, what a calamity that was, which broke the 
Jewith Nation in pieces, when Chrift came to judge them for 
their murdering him, who was their King and the Prince of life ; 
and confider, that this was but a dark image of the terrors of the 
day of Judgment; we may then apprehend, that there is {ome 


Ca firange| 


\ 
i 


Ti we confider the perfon of the Judg, we firft perceive, that 
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| Serm. LI, | ftrange unfpcakable evil, that attends them, that are guilty of this| A : 
death, and of fo much evil to their Lord. Now it is certain, if thou 

wilt not be faved by his death, you are guilty of his death ; if thou | 

wilt not fuffer him to fave thee, thou art guilty of deftroying him ; 

and then let it be confidered,what is to be expected from tuat judg, 

before whom you ftand as kis murtherer and betrayer, * Buc this ! 

is but half of tiiis confideration, 

2. Chrift may be crucified again, and upona new account put 
| to az open {hame.For after that Chrift had done all this by the dire& 
| actions of his Prieft!y Office, of facrificing himfelf for us, he hath 
alfo done very many things for us, which are alfo the fruits of his] B : 
firft love and protecutions of our redemption. I will not inftance in ! 
| the ftrange arts of mercy,that our Lord ufes to bring us to live holy 
lives; But I confider,that things are {o ordered, and fo great a value 
{et upon our fouls, fince they are the images of God, and redeemed 
by the Bloud of tlie holy Lamb, that the falvation of our fouls is 
reckoned as a part of Chrifts reward, a part of the glorification of 
his humanity. Every finner that — caufes joy to Chrift,and the 
joy is {o great,that it runs over and wets the fair brows and beaute- 
ous locks of Cherubims and Scraphims, and all the Angels havea 
j part of that banquet;Then it ts that our bleffed Lord feels the fruits | C 
| of his holy death, the acceptation of his holy Sacrifice,the graciouf- 
| nefs‘of his perfon, the return of his prayers. For all that Chrift did 
or fuffer’d, and all that he now does as a Pricft in heaven, is to 
glorific his Father by bringing fouls to God: For this it was that 
he was born and died, that he defcended from heaven to earth, 
| from life to death, from the croffe to the grave; this was the 
purpofe of his refurre@tion and afcenfion, of the end and defign 
of all the miracles and graces of God manifefted to all the world 
| by him ; and now what man is fo vile, {uch a malicious fool, that 
will refufe to bring joy to his Lord by doing himfelf the greateft| Dp 
good in the world» They who refufe to do this, are faid to cru- 
cifie the Lord of life again, and put him to an open fbame: that is, 
they, as much as in them lies, bring Chrift from his glorious joyes 
to the labours of his life, and the fhame ofhis death; they ad- 
vance his enemies, and retufe to advance the Kingdome of their 
| Lord; they put themfelves in that ftate in which they were when 
Chrift came to die for them; and now that he is ina ftate that 
he may rejoyce over them, (for he hath done all his fhare towards 
it) every wicked man takes his head from the bleffing, and rather 
chufes that the Devil fhould rejoyce in his deftruétion, then that| E 
his Lord fhould triumph in his felicity, And now upon the fup- | _ 
pofition of thefe premiffes, we may imagine, that it will be an in- 
finite amazement to meet the Lord to be our Judge, whofe = 
fon we have murdered, whofe honour we have difparaged, whofe 
purpofes we have deftroyed, whofe joyeswe have leffened, whofe 

paffion 
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A: patlion we have made ineffeCtual, and whole love we have tram:|Serm.II. | > 
, pled under our profane and oo feet, | rs ee 
3, Bucthere is yet athird part of this confideration. As ir 
will be inquir’d at the day of Judgment concerning the difhonours 
to the perfon of Chrift, fo alfo concerning the proteffion and infti- 
tution of Chrift, and concerning his poor Members ; for by thefe 
allo we make {ad reflexions upon our Lord. Every man thar lives 
wickedly, difgraces the religion and inftitution of Jefus, he difcou- 
rages ftrangers from entring into it, he weakens the hands of 
them that are in already, and makes that the adverfaries {peak 
reproachfully of the Name of Chrift; but although it is certain 
our Lord and Judge will deeply refent all thefe things, yet there 
is one thing which he takes more tenderly, and that is, the uncha- 
ritableneffe of men towards his poor: It fhall then be upbraid- 
ed to them by the Judge, that himfelf was hungry, and they refu- 
fed to give meat to him that gave them his body and heart-bloud, |}. 
to feed them and quench their thirft ; that they denied a robe to 
cover his nakedneffe, and yet he would have cloathed their fouls 
with the robe of his righteoufnefle, left their fouls fhould be found 
naked in the day of the Lords vifitation; and all this unkindnefs 
(| isnothing but that evil men were uncharitable to their Brethren, 
they would not feed the hungry, nor give drink to the thirfty, nor 
cloath the naked, nor relieve their brothers needs, nor forgive 
his follies, nor cover their fname, nog turn their eyes from delight- 
ing in their affronts and evil accidents ; this is it which our Lord 
will take fo tenderly, that his Brethren, for whom he dicd, who 
fuck’d the paps of his Mother,that fed on his Body, & are nourifhed 
with his Bloud, whom he hath lodg’d in his heart, and entertains in 
his bofomie,the partners of his Spirit and co-heirs of his inheritance, 
that thefe fhould be deny’d relief and fuffered to go away afhamed 
D | atid unpitied ; this our bleffed Lord. will take fo ill, that all thofe 
| who are guilty of this unkindnefs, have no reafon to expect the fa- 
vour of the Court. 
To this if we add the almightinefs of the Judge, his infinite 
wifdome and knowledge of all cauics, and all perfons, and all cir- 
cumftances, that he is infinitely juft, inflexibly angry, and impar- 
tial in his fentence,there can be nothing added either to the greatnefs 
or the requifites of a terrible and an Almighty Judge. For who can 
refift him who is Almighty? Who can evade his {crutiny that knows 
all things > Who can hope for pity of him that is intlexible > Who 
can think to be exempted when the Judg is righteous and impartial? 
| But in all thefe annexes of the great Judg,that which I fhall now re- 

mark, is that indeed which hath terror in it,and that 1s, the feverity 
of our Lord For then is the day of vengeance and recompenfes, and 
no mercy at all fhall be fhewed, but to them that are the fons of 
mercy ; for the other, their portion . fuch as can be expected from 


thefe premifes, } 5 1, If| 
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1, Ifwe remember che initances of Gods feverity in this life, 
in the daies of mercy and repentance, in thole dayes wien Juige- 
ment waits upon Mercy, and receives laws by the ruics and mea- 
{ures of pardon, and that tor all the rare ftrcams of loving kind- 
neffe iffuing out of Paradife, and retrefhing all our fields with a 


moifture more fruitful then the tlouds of Nelw, ftill there are| 
mingled {ome ftormes and violences, fome fearful inftances of the | 


Divine Juftice, we may more readily expect it will be worfe, in- 
finitely worfe at that day, when Judgment {hall ride in triumph, 
and Mercy fhall be the accufer oi the wicked. But {o we read, and 
are commanded to remember, becaufe they are written for our ex- 
ample, that God deftroyed at once five cities of the Plain, and all 
the country ; and Sodome and her fifters are fet forth for an exam- 
ples fuffertng the vengeance of eternal fire. Fearful it was when 
God deitroyed at once 23000 for fornication, and an extermina- 
ting Angel in one night killed 185000 of the eM//yrians, and the 
firit born of all the familics of Egypt, and for the tinof Daud in 
numbring the people threefcore and tenthoufand of tke people 
died, and God: fent ten Tribes into captivity and eternal oblivion 
and indiftin&tion from a common people for their Idolatrie, Did 
not God ftrike Corah and his ma ped with fire from Heaven > and 
the earth opened and {wallowed up the congregation of Abirum 2 
And is not evil come upon all the world for one {in of Adam? Did 
not the anger of God break the nation of the Jews all in pieces 
with judgements fo great, that no nation ever fuffered the like, . be- 
caufe none ever finn’d fo » Andat once it was done, that God in 
anger deftroycd all the world, and eight perfons only elcaped the 
angrie Baptifme of water, and yer this worid is the time of mercy ; 
God hath open’d here his Magazines, and fent his holy Son as tie 
great channel and fountain of it too: here he delights in mercy, 
and in judgment loves to remember it, and it triumphs over all his 
works, and God contrives inftruments and accidents, chances and 
defigns, occafions and. opportunities for mercy : if therefore now 
the anger of God makes {uch terrible eruptions upon the wicked 
= le that delight in fin, how great may we fuppofe that anger to 
» how fevere that Judgment, how terrible that vengeance, how 
intolerable thofe inflictions which God referves for the full effufion 
of indignation on the great day of vengeance >. 

2. We may alfo gueffe at it by this; if God upon all fingle 
inftances, and in the midft of our fins, before they are come to the 
full, and fometimes in the beginning of an evil habit be fo fierce in 
his anger, what can we imagine it to be, in that day when 
the wicked are to drink the dregs of that horrid potion, and count 
over all the particulars of their whole treafure of wrath 2 Thus 
the day of wrath, and God {hall reveal, or, bring forth bu righteous 
Judgments, The expreffion is taken from Deut, 32.34. Is not thus 


laid 
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‘| Serm. II. , andthe diforder, the {mart and the forrow,the guilt and the punifh-| A 
ment out from all our fins, and pour them into one chalice, and 
mingle them with an infinite wrath, and make the wicked drink off 
all the vengeance, and force it down their-unwilling throats with 
the violence of Devils and accurfed Spirits. 

3. We may guefs at the feverity of the Judge by the Iefler 
ftrokes of that Judgment, which he is pleafed to fend upon finners 
in this world, to make them atraid of the horrible pains of Dooms- 
day: I mcan the torments of an unquict confcience, the amaze- 
ment and confufions of fome fins and fome perfons, For I have} 
fometimes feen perfons furpriz’d ina bafe action, and taken in the} B 
circumftances of crafty theft, and fecret unjuftices bcfore their ex- 
cufe was ready; They have changed their colour, their {peech 
hath faltered, their tongue ftammer'd, their eyes did wander and 
fix no wheré, till fhame made them fink into their hollow eyc-pits 
to retreat from the images and circumftances of difcovery ; their 
wits are loft, their reafon ufelels, the whole order of their. 
{oul is difcompofed, and they neither fee, nor feel, nor think as they 
ule to do, but they are broken into diforder by a ftroke of damna- 
tion and a Ieffer ftripe of hell; but then if you come to obferve 
a guilty and a bafe murtherer, a condemned traytor, and {ee him| C 
harrafed firft by an evil confcience, and then pull’d in pieces by the 
hangmans hooks, or broken upon forrows and the wheel, we may 
then guefs (as well as we can in this life)what the pains of that day 
fhall be to accurfed fouls; But thofe we fhall confider afterwards 
in their proper fcene; now = we are to eftimate the feveriry of 
our Judge by the intolerablenefs of an evil con{cience ; if guile will 
make aman defpair, and defpair will make a man mad, confound- 
ed and diffolved in all the regions of his fenfes and more noble fa- 
cultics, that he fhall neither feel, nor hear, nor fee any thing but 
{petres and illufions, Devils and frightful dreams, and hear noifes, | D 
and fhriek fearfully, and look pale and diftraéted like a hopelefs 
man from the horrors and confuiions of a loft battel upon which all 
his hopes did ftand, then the wicked muft at the day of Judge- 
ment expect ftrange things and fearful, and fuch which now no 
language can expreis, and then no patience can endure, 


a 
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Then only it can truly be {aid that he is inflexible and inexorable.; E 

No — then can move him, no groans can caufe him to pity 

thee ; therefore pity thy felf in time, that when the Judge comes 

thou maieft be one of the fons of everlafting mercy, to whom pity 

belongs as part of thine inheritance ; for all elfe fhall without any 

remorfe (except his own) be condemned by the horrible fentence. | 
4.That!) 


A 
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4. That all may think themfelves concemed in this confidera- Sexm.1 I, 
tion, let us remember, that even the righteous and moft innocent 


| fhall pafs through a fevere trial, Many ot the Ancients expli- 


cated this feverity by the fire of contiagration, whicli, tay they, 

fall purifie thofe fouls at the day of Judgment, which, in this lite 

have built upon the foundation hay and jtubble, works of veoh 

and falle opinions, and ftates of impertection, So St eA4ufizas 

Doégtrine was, Hoc agit caminus, altos en finsfiva feparatit, alos in! tn pial. 103. 
dextra quodam modo eliqualit, The great fire at Dooms-day {hall 
throw fome into the portion of the lett hand, and others fhall be 
purified and reprefented on the right: andthe fame is affirmed 
by Origen * and Laétantiws; and S* Hilary thus oS | In Jerem. 
Since we are to give an account for every tdle word, flall we long for the bom. 13. dy in 
day of Judgment, in quo eft nobis indefef{us slle ignts obeundus, in quo' a es 
fubeunda (unt gravia tila expiande a peccatu anime fupplicia, “wheretn | tim lib. 7. in- 
“ we muft every one of us palfe that unwearted fire, in which thofe grievous fitt c.21. Hile- 


<2 ; ; 2 rmsin Pfal, - 

“ puntfbments for exptating the foul from fins mufl be endured; for to! 118. te 3. 

“fuch as have been baptized with the Holy Ghoft, 2t rematneth that they | & in Mat.can. 
2. 


$ be con{ummated with the fire of Fudgment. And St eAmbrofe adds, 
That tf any be as Peter or as John, they are baptized mith this fire, and 
he that is purged here had need to be purged there again: Ilse quoque nos ; 
purtficet, quando dicat dominuw, Intrate tn requiem meam, Let him alo | 
purtfie w, that every one of us being burned with that flaming (word, not 

burned up or con{umed, we may enter into Paradsfe, and give thanks unto | In Palm 118. 
the Lord who hath brought u tnto 4 place of refrelbment, This opinion  Serm. 3. 

of theirs is, in the main of it, very uncertain, relying upon the 

fente of fome obfcure places of Scripture, is onely apt to reprefent 

the great feverity of the Judge at that day, and it hath ih it this 

onely certainty, that even the moft innocent perfon hath great need 

of mercy, and he that hath the greateft caufe of confidence,although 

he runs to no rocks to hide hiff, yet he runs to the protection of 

the Croffe, and hides himfelf under the fhadow of the Divine 

mercies: and he that fhall receive the abfolution of the bleffed 

{entence, fhall alfo fuffer the terrors of the day, and the fearful cir- 
cumftances of Chrifts coming, The effect of this confiderati- 

on is this: That sf the righteous {carcely be (aved, where {ball the wicked 

and the finner appear 2 Quid factet urrgula defertt, ubi concuttetur ce- | 

dru Paradsifi2 Quid faciet agnus, cum tremtt aries? Si calum fugtat, 

ubt manebis terra? laid St Gregory, And if St Pas! whole confci- 

ence accus’d him not, yet durft not be too confident, becaule he 


| wasnot hereby juftified, but might be found faulty by the feverer 


Judgment of his Lord; how fhall we appear with all our crimes 
and evil habits round about us > If there be need of much mercy to 
the fervants and friends of the Judge, then his enemies thall not be 
able to ftand upright in Judgment. 


5. But 


Heb. 4: 
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But the matter is ftill of more concernment. The Phari- 
{ees believed that they were innocent if they abftained from crimi- 
nal aétions, fuch as were punifhable by the Judg, and many Chri- 
{tians think all is well with chem, if they abftain from fuch fins as 
have aname inthe Tables of their Laws: But becaufe fome fins 
are fecret and not difcernable to man; others are publick, but 
not punifhed, becaufe ia were frequent and perpetual, and with- 
out external mifchiefs in {ome inftances, and onely provocations 
acainft God; men think that in their concernments they have no 
me . and fuch are jeering and many inftances of wantonnefs, and 
revelling, doing petty {pites, and goodnefs, and churlifhnets, lying 
and pride: and beyond this, fomie are very like vertues ; as too 
much gentlenefs and flacknefs in government, or too great (eve- 
rity and rigor of animadverfions, brtterne{s in reproot of finners, 
uncivil circumftances, imprudent handlings of fome criminals, and 
zeal; Nay there are fome vile things, which through the evil dif- 
courfings and worfe manners of men are paffed into an artificial 
and falfe reputation, and men are accounted mits for talking 
eAtheifticaly, and valsant for being murderers, and wife for decet- 
ving and circumventing our Brothers; and many irregularities 
more, for all which we are fafe enouginhere. But when the day 
of Judgment comes, thefe fhall be called toa fevere account, for 
the Judge is omnifcéent and knows all things, and his tribunal takes 
cognifance of all caufes, and hath a coércive forall, all things are 
naked and open to bis eyes (faith St Paul ) therefore nothing fhall 

efcape for being fecret : | | 


: “Anay®? § waxeds x araeliunr@ yew 


de 7 dna 


And all prejudices being laid afid@it fhall confidered concerning 
our evil rules, and falfe principles ; Cum cepero tempus, ego juftsteas 
judicabo; when I fhall receive the people, I fhall judge according 
unto right : {o we read ; [When we {hall receive time, I will judg 
juftices and judgments] fo the vulgar Latin reads it; that is, 1 
the day of the Lord, when time is put into his hand and time fhall 
be no more, he fhall yudge concerning thofe judgments which men 
here make of things below; and the fighting man fhall perceive 
the noife of drunkards and fools that cried him up for daring to 
kill his Brother, to have been evil principles; and then it will be 
declared by ftrange effects, that wealth is not the greateft fortune ; 
and ambition was not but an ill counfellor ; and to lie for a good 
caufe was no picty; and to doevil for the glory of God was but an 
ill worfhipping’him ; and that good lature was not well imploy’d, 
when it {pent it felf in vicious company, and evil compliances 5 
and that piety was not foftneffe and want of courage s and that po- 
verty 
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Se | 

A | verty oughtnot to have been contemptible ; and the caufe of that is | Seam. II 
unfucceficful, is not therefore evil; and what is folly here, fhall | 
be wildome there ; then fhall men curfe their evil guides, and their’ 
accurfed fuperinduced necenlities, and the evil guiles of the world ; 
and then when filence fhall be found innocence, and eloquence 
in many inftances condemned as criminal;when the poor fhal reign, 
and Generals and Tyrants {hall lye low in horrible regions ; when 
he that loft all fhall finde a treafure, and he that {poil’d him fhall 
be found naked and {poil’d by the deftroyer, then we fhall finde it 
true, that we ought here to have done what our Judge, our bleffed 

B | Lord fhall do there, that is, take our meafures of good and evill 
by the feverities of the word of God, by the Sermons of Chrift, 
and the four Gofpels, and by the Epiftles of St Pasl, by Juftice 
and charity, by the Laws of God and the Laws of wife Princes 
and Republicks, by the rules of Nature and the juft proportions of 
Reafon, by the examples of good men, and the proverbs of wifc 
men, by feverity and the rules of Difcipline; for then it fhall be, 
that truth (hall ride in triumph, and the holinefs of Chrifts Ser- 
mons {hall be manifeft to all the world; that the Word of God 
fhall be advanced over all the difcourfes of men, and wi(dome hall 

C be juftified by all her children, Thenthall be heard thofe words of 
an evil and tardy repentance, and the juft rewards of folly ; [ we 
fools thought thetr life madnefje; but behold they are juftified be- 
fore the throne of God, and we are miferable for ever.] Here men 
think it ftrange if others will not run into the fame excefs of riot ; 
but there they will wonder how themfelves thould be fo mad and 
infinitely unfafe, by being {trangely and inexcufably unreafonable. 
The f{umme is this ; goad pa thall appear cloathed with wifdom, 
and power, and juftece, and knowledge, and an impartial Spirit, ma- 
king no feparations by the proportions of this world, but by the 

D meatures of God, not giving fentence by the principles of our 

folly and evil cuftomes, but by the feverity of his own Laws and 

meatures of the Spirit. Non eft judticium Det ficut bominum, God 
does not judge as Man judges, 

6. Now that the Judg 1s come thus arrayed, thus prepared, fo 
inftru&ed, let us next coniider the circumftances of our appearing 
and his fentence ; and firft I confider that men at the day of Judg- 
ment that belong not to the portion of life,. fhall have three forts 
of accufers, 1. Chrift himfelf, who is their Judg. 2. Their own 
confciences, whom they have injured and blotted with characters 

E of death and foul difhonour. 3. The Devil, their enemy, whom 
they ferved. 

1, Chrift fhall be their accufer, not only upon the ftock of thofe 
dire& injuries (whichI before reckoned) of crucifying the Lord 
of life, once and again, 8c, But upon the titkes of contempt and 
unworthinefs, of unkindnefs and ingratitude ; and the aaa 

w 
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Serm. LI. | will be nothing elfe but a plain reprefentation of thofe artifices and| A 
affiftances, thofe bonds and invitations, thofe conftrainings and 
importunities, which our dear Lord ufed to us, to make it almoft 
impoffible to lie in fin, and neceffary to be fav’d, For it will, it muft 
needs be a fearful exprobration of our unworthine(s, when the Judg 
himfelf fhall bear wimefs againft us, that the wildome of God 
himfelf was ftrangely imployed in bringing us fafely to felicity. | 
fhall draw a fhort Scheme, which although it muft needs be infi- 

| nitely fhort of what God hath done for us, yet it will be enough 

I, tofhame us, * God did not onely give his Son for an exampic, 
and the Sun gave himifelf for a price for us, but both gave the lioly | B 
Spirit to affift us in mighty graces, for the verifications of Faith, 

| and the entertainments of Hope, and the increafe and perfeverance 

2, |ofCharity. * God gave to us a new namre, he put another prin- 
ciple into us, a third = of a perfective conftitution ; we have the 
Spirit put into us, to be a part of us, as properly to produce a@i- 
ons of a holy life, asthe foul of man in the body does produce 

cf the natural, * God hath exalted humane nature, and made it in 
the perfon of Jefus Chrift, to fic above the higheft feat of An- 
gels, and the eAngels are made miniftring fpirtts, ever fince their 

4. Lord became our Brother, * Chrift hath by a miraculous Sacra-! C 
ment given.us his body to eat, asd his bloud to drink, he made 

5. | wayes that we may become all one withhim, * He hath given 
us an eafie religion, and hath eftablifhed our future felicity upon 
natural and pleatant conditions, and. we are to be happy hereafter 
if we {uffer God to make us happy here ? and things are fo order- 
ed, that a man muft take more pains to perifh, then to be happy. 

6.  |* God hath found out rare wayes to make our prayers acceptable, 
our weak petitions, the defires of our imperfect fouls to prevaile 
mightily with God ; and to lay a holy violence, and an undeniable 
neceffity upon himfelf ; and God will deny us nothing but when} D 
we ask of him to do us ill offices, to give us Lee and dangers, 
and evil nourifhment, and temptations; and he that hath given 
fuch mighty power to the prayers of his fervants, yet will not be 
moved by thofe potent and mighty Pie todo any good man 
an evil turn, or to grant him one mifchief ; in that only God can 

7, |denyus, * But in all things elfe God hath made all the excellent 
things in heaven and earth to joyn towards holy and fortunate ef- 

Revel.8.3. | feCtss. for he hath appointed az Angel to prefent the prayers of 
Saints, and Chrift makes interceffion for us, and the holy Spirit 

Rom,8.26. | makes txtercefion for us with groans unutterable; andall the ho-; E 
ly men in the world pray for all and for every one 3 and God hath 

‘| inftructed us with Scriptures, and precedents, and collateral and 
dire& affiftances to pray ; and he incouraged us with divers excel- 
lent promifes, and | gees and examples, and teaches #5 what to 
pray and how, and gives one promife to publique prayer, - 

| another 


A; another to private prayer, and to both the bleffing of being | Serm. I] 
heard. | 

* Add to this account that God did heap bleffings upon us 
without order, infinitely, perpetually and in all inftances, when| 

we needed, and when we needed not. * Heheard us when we 
pray’d,giving us all 8 giving us more then we defired; * He defired | 
that we fhould ask, and yet he hath alfo prevented our defircs ; 
* He watch’d for us, and at his own charge fent a whole order 
of men whofe imployment is to minifter to our fouls: and if all 
this had not been enough, he had given us more alfo. * He pro- 
B | mifed heaven to our obedience, a Province for a difh of water, al 
Kingdome for a prayet, fatisfaction for defiring it, grace for re- 
ceiving, and more grace for accepting and ufing the firft, * He 
invited us with gracious words and perfeét entertainments; * Hel 
threatned horrible things to us if we would not be happy; * He 
th made ftrange neceffities for us, making our very repentance 
to be a conjugation of holy actions, and holy times, and a long fuc- 
ceffion ; * He hath taken away all excufes from us, he hath called 
us off from temptation, he bears our charges, he is alwayes before- 
hand with us in every a& of favour, and perpetually flow in ftri- 
C | king, and his arrows are unfeathered, and he is fo long, firft in 
drawing his {word, and another long while in whetting it, and yet 
longer 1n lifting his hand to ftrike, that before the blow comes the 
man hath repented long, unleffe he be a fool and impudent; and 
then God is fo glad of an excufe to lay his anger afide, that cer- 
tainly if after all this we refufe life and glory,there is no more to be 
faid; this plain ftory will condemn us ; but the ftory is very much 
longer, a as our confcience will reprefent all our fins to us, {0 the 
Jude will reprefent all his Fathers kindneffes, as Nathan did to 
David, when he was to make the juftice of the Divine Sentence ap- 
D| Pear againft him, * Then it fhall be remembred that the joyes of 
every dayes piety would have been a greater pleafure every night, 
then the remembrance of every nights fin could have been inthe 
morning; * That every night, the trouble and labour of the daies 
| vertue would have been as much paffed, and turned to as very a 
nothing, as the pleafure of that daies fin ; but that they would be in- 
finitely diftinguifhed by the remanent effe&ts, “Ay 7: weKENS xa- 
Ady Hy wove, 6 peey whyG@ blyeras, 1d DE nerdy elves dy 11 TaMong 
ZivO gy META hOovicgTo wey hdv diyerayrd dda ixegy lye, SQ Muy- 
fonzus expreffed the fenfe of this inducement; arid that this atoument 
would have grown fo great by that time we come'to die, that the 
certain pleafures, and rare confidences, and holy hopes of a death- 
bed would be a ftrange felicity to the man when he remembers he 
did obey, if they were compared to the fearful expeGations of a dy- 
ing finner, who feels by a formidable and afrighting remembrance, 
that of all his fins nothing — bur the gains of a miferable 


 eter-| | 
LTC CY Renee ry cerereereranae—eenemeg) 


TS. 


17, 


£8, 


26 


Serm, I. 
19. 


Chrift's Advent to fudgment. 


eternity. * The offering our {elves to God every morning, and 
the thank{giving to God every night, hope and fear, fhame and de- 
fire, the honour of leaving a fair name behinde us, and the fhame 
of dying like a fool, every thing indeed in the world is made to be 
an argument and an inducement to us to invite us to come to God 
and be fav’d ; and therefore when this, and infinitely more thall 
by the Judge be exhibited in fad remembrances, there needs no 
other fentence, we fhall condemn our {elves with a haftie fhame, 
and a fearful confufion, to fee how good God hath been to us, and 
how bale we have been to our felves. Thus Vofes is faid to accufe 
the Jews; and thus alfo he that does accufe, is laid to condemn, as 
Verres was by Cicero, and Claudia by Domitius her accufer, and the 
world of impenitent perfons by the men of Nizeceb, and all, by 
Chrit their Judge. I reprefent the horror of this circumftance to 
confift in this, befides the reafonablencfle of the Judgment, and 
the certainty of the condemnation, it cannot but be an argument of 
an intolerable defpair to perifhing fouls, when he that was our .4d- 
vocate all our life, fhall in the day of that appearing be our Accufer 


| and our Judge, a party againft us, az tnjur’'d perfon in the day of bis 


power, and ofhis wrath, doing execution upon all his own foolith 
and malicious enemics.* 

2. Our con{cience |ball Le our accufer,| but this fignifics but thefe 
two things; 1, that we fhall be condemned for the evils that we 
have done, and fhall then remember ; God by his power wiping 
away the duft from the tables of our memory, and taking off the 
confideration and the voluntarie neglect and rude fhufHings of our 
cafes of confcience. For then we fhall fee things as they arc,the evil 
circumftances and the crooked intentions, the adherent unhand{om- 
neffe and the dire& crimes ; for all things are laid up fafcly, and 
though we draw a curtain of cobweb over them, and few figleaves 
before our fhame, yet God fhall draw away the curtain, and for- 
gcttulneffe fhall be no more, becaufe with a taper in the hand of 
God all the corners of our naftineffe fhall be difcovered, And (e- 
condly, it fignifies this allo, that not onely the Juftice of God fhall 
be confeffed by us in our own fhame and condemnation, but the 
evil of the fentence fhall be received into us, to melt our bowels 
and to break our hearts in pieces within us, becaufe we are the au- 
thors of our own death, and our own inhumane hands have torn 
our fouls in pieces. Thus far the horrors are great, and when 
evil men confidér it, it is certain they muft be atraid todie. Even 
they that have liv’d well, have fome fad confiderations, and the 
tremblings of humility, and fufpicion of themfelves, I remember 
St Cyprian tels Of agood man who in his agonie of death faw a 
phantafme of a pole and angelical fhape, who frowning and an- 
ory faidto him, Pats timetis, exire non vultts, Quid factam volts ? 
Ye cannot endure fickneffe, ye are troubled at the evils of + 

world, 
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A world, and yet you are loath to die and to be quit of them, what. Sanu. IT, 
{hall doto you? Although this is aptto reprefent every mans} 
condition more or lefs,yet concerning perfons of wicked lives,it hath 
in it too many fad degrees of truth; they are impatient of forrow, 
and juftly fearful of death, becaufe they know nor how to comfort 
themfelves in the evil accidents of their lives; and their.confcience 
is too polluted to take death for fanétuary, and to hope to have 
amends made to their condition by the fentence of the day of Judg- 
ment, Evil and {ad is their condition who cannot be contented 
here, nor bleffed hereafter ; whofe life is their mifery, and their 

B | confcience is their enemy, whofe grave is their prifon, and death 
their undoing, and the fentence of Dooms-day, the beginning of an 
intolerable condition: | . ) 

3. The third fort of accufers, are the Devils; and they will 
do it with malicious and evil purpofes ; The Prince of the Devils 
hath Ai 6oaG for one of his chiefeft appellatives; The accufer of 
the Brethren he is by his profeffed malice, and imployment + and 
therefore God who delights that his mercy fhould triumph, and 
his goodnefs prevail over all the malice of ‘men and Devils, hath 

pointed one whole office is iAlyyay ? avrialyorre to reprove 

C fe accufer, and to refift the enemy, and to be a defender of their 

_ 4 caufe who belong to God, The holy Spirit is Meedxanr@ a de. | 
‘fender, the evil {pirit is AizoaG. the accufer, and they that in this 
life belong to one or the other, fhall in the fame proportion be trea- 
ted at the day of Judgment. The Devil thall accufe. the Brethren, 
that is, the Satuts and fervants of God, and fhall tell concerning 
their follies and infirmities, the fins of their youth, and the weak- 
nefs of their age, the na grace, and the long {chedule of | 
omiffions of dutie, their fcruples and their fears, their diffidences 
and pufillanimitie, and all thofe things which themfelves by {tri@ 

D | ©xamunation finde themfelves guiltie of, and have confe ed, all 
their fhame and the matter of their forrows, their evil intent. 
ons and their little plots, their carnal confidences, and too fond 
adherences to the things of this world, their indulgence and eafi- 
nefs of government, their wilder joyes and freer meals, their lofs 
of time and their too forward and apt compliances, their trifling 
arre{ts and little peevifhneffes, the mixtures of the world with thie 
things ef the Spirit, and all the incidences of humanity he will 
bring forth and aggravate them by the circumftance of ingrati- 
tude, and the breach of promife, and the evacuating all their ho- 
ly fes, and breaking their refolutions, and rifling their vows 
aaa thefe things being drawn into an intire reprefentment, and. 
the bils clogg’d by numbers, will make the beft man in the world 
feem foul and unhandfome, and ftained with the charaGers of 
death and evil difhonour. But for thefe there is appointed a.de- | 
fender ; The holy Spirit that “— interceffion for us, fhall ps 

2 _ alfo 
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alfo interpofe, and againft ail thefe things fhall oppofe the paffion, A 


of our bleffed Lord, and upon all their defects fhall caft the 
robe of bis righteoufnef[e; andthe fins of their youth fhall not pre- 
vail fo much asthe repentance of their age ; and their omiflions 
be excufed by probable intervening caufes, and their little cicapes: 
fhall appear fingle, and in difunion, becaufc thcy were alwayes 
kept afunder by penitential prayers and fighings, and their feldome 
returns of finby their daily watchtulnefs, and their often infir- 
mities by the fincerity of their fouls, and their f{cruples by their 
zeal, and their paffions by their love, and all by the mercies of 
God and the facrifice which their Judg: offer’d, and the holy 
Spirit made efteGive by daily graces and affiftances, Thetle there- 
fore infallibly go to the portion of the right hand, becaufe 
the Lord our God fhall aniwer forthem, Bar # for the wicked, 
tt % not fo weth them; for although the plain ftory of their lite be 
to them a fad condemnation, yet what will be anfwered when it 
fhall be told concerning them, that they defpifed Gods mercies, 
and feared not his angrie judgments ; that they regarded not his 
word, and loved not his excellencies ; that they were not per{wa- 
ded by the promifes, nor affrighted by his threatnings 5 that they 
neither would accept his government, nor his blefings ; that all che 
fad {tories that ever hapned im both the worlds, ( in all which him- 
felf did efcape till the day of his death, and was not concerned 
in them, fave onely that he was called upon by every one of them, 
‘which he ever heard or {aw or was told of, to repentance, that all 
thefe) were fent to him in vain? But cannot the Accufer truly 
fay to the Judg concerning fuch perfons, They were thine by 
creation, but mine by their own choice ; Thou didft redeem them 
indeed, but they fold themfelves to me for a trifle, or for an un- 
- | fatisfying intereft : Thou diedft for them, but they obeyed my com- 
mandements ; I gave them nothing, I promifed them nothing but 
the filthy pleafures of a night, or the joys of madnefs, or the 
delights of a difeafe: [never hanged upon the Crofs three long 
hours for them, nor indured the labours of a poor life thirty three 
years together for their intereft ; only when they were thine by the 
merit of thy death, they quickly became mine by the demerit of 
their ingratitude, and ot thou hadit cloathed their foul with thy 
robe,and adorned them by thy graces,we fttip’d them naked as their 
| fhame, and only put ‘on a A of darknefs, and they thouglit 
themfelves {ecure and went dancing to their grave like a drunkard 
toa fight, ora Hie unto a candle; and bie J they that did par- 
take with us inour faults, muft divide with us in our portion and | 
fearful intereft > This is a fad ftory, becaufle it ends in death, and | 
there is nothing to abate or leffen the calamity. It concerns us| 
therefore to confider in time, that he that tempts us will accufe us, 
and what he calls pleafant now, he fhall then fay was zothing, and | 
| all! 


ee 
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A ; all the gains that now invite earthly fouls and mean perfons to va-| Serm, II, 
nity, was nothing but the feeds of folly, and the harveft is pain | 
and {forrow, and fhame eternal. * But then fince this horror pro- 
ceeds upon the account of fo many accufers, God hath put it in- 
to our power, by a timely accufation of our {elves in the tribunal 
of the Court Chriftian,to prevent all the arts of aggravation which 
at Dooms-day fhall load foolifh and undifcerning fouls, He thar 
accufes himfelf of his crimes here, means to forfake them, and 
looks upon them on all fides, and {pies out his deformity, and is 
taught to hate them, ‘he is inftsu@ted and prayed for, he prevents 

B | the anger of God and defeats the Devils malice, and by makin 
fhame the inftrument of repentance, he takes away the fting, me 
makes that to be his medicine-which otherwife would be his death; 
and concerning this exercife, I {hall onely add what the Patriarch 
of Alexandria told an old religious perion in his hermstage ; ha- 
ving asked him what he found in that: defert ; he was a ar) 
only this, Indefinenter culpare & judicare metp{um 5 to judge and con- 
demn my fe pace that is the imployment of my folitude. 
The Patriarch anfwered, Non eft alia vta, There %& no other way. 
By accufing our felves we fhall make the Devils malice ufclefs, and 
C)} our own confciences clear, and be reconciled to the Judge by the 
— of an early repentance, and then we need to fear no ac- 

ers, 
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recerve according to what we have done tn the bedy, whe- 
ther it bee good or bad, FJudscaturo Domino lugutre mun- 
dus smmugiet, Cf trebus ad tribum pettora fertent, Poteris [imi quon- 
dam reges nudo tatere palpstabunt : 10 S* Hierom meditates concerning 
the terror of this coniideration, The whole world fhail groan 
“when the Judge comes to give his Sentence, tribe and tribe 
“ fhail knock their fides together 5 and through the naked breafts 
“of the moft mighty Kings you fhall fee their hearts beat with 
feartul tremblings, Txec Ariftotelts argamesia parum predernr't, 
cum venerit filtus paupercule quefiuarte judicare orem. terre, 
Nothing fhall then be worth owning, or the means of obtaining 
mercy, but a holy confcience ; all tie humane craft and tritling 
{ubtilties fhall be ufeleis, when the Son of a poor Maid thall 
fit Judge over all the world. Whenthe Prophet Joel was dcfcri- 
bing thie formidable accidents in the day ot the Lords Judge- 
ment, and the fearfull Sentence of an angry Judge, he was not 
able to expreffe it, but ftammered like a Childe, or an amazed 
imperfe& perfon, A, A. A. diet, quia prope eft Dies Deming 5 it 
is not fenfe at firft ; he was fo amazed, he com not what to fay, 
and the Spiric of God was pleafed to let that iign remain like 
Agamemnon's forrow for the death of Iphigesta, nothing could 
deleribe it but a vail; it muft be hidden and fuppofed ; and 
the ftammering tongue that is full of fear, can beft {peak that ter- 
ror which will make all the world tocry, andthrick, and {peak 
feartul accents, and fignifications of an infinite {orrow and amaze- 
ment, : 
But fo it is, there are two great dayes in which the fate ofall 
the world is tranfa@&ed. This life is mans day, in which man 
does what he pleafe, and God holds his peace. Man deftroyes 
his Brother, and deftroyes himfelf, and confounds Governments, 
and raifes Armies,and tempts to fin, and delights in it, and drinks 
drunk, and forgets his forrow, and heaps up great eftates, and 
raifes a family anda name in the Annals, and makes others fear 
him, 


3. ie remains that we confider the fentence it {elf, we must 
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A ;him, and introduces new Religions, and confounds the old, and Sera. Uf. 


{ changeth Articles as his intereft requires, and all this while 
God is filent, fave that he is loud and clamorous with his holy 
precepts, and over-rules the event; but leaves the defires of 
men to their own choice, and their courfe of life {uch as they | 
generally choofe. But then, God fhall have his day too; the}. 
day of the Lord fhall come, in which he fhall fpeak, and no! 
man shall anfwer, he fhall {peak in the voice of thundcr and fear- 
full noifes, and man fhall do no more as he pleafe, but muft furfer 
as he hath deferved, Whea Zedekrab reigned in ferufalem, and 

B , periecuted the Prophets, and deftroyed the interefts of Religion, 
and put feremy into the Dungeon, God held his peace; fave 
onely that he warned him of the danger, and told him of the 
diforder ; but ic was Zedekiah’s day, and he was permitted to 
his pleafure. But when he was led in chains to Babylon, and his 
eyes were put our with burning Bafons and horrible circles of 
reflected fires, then was Gods day, and his voice was the accent 
of a feartull anger, that broke him all in pieces, It will be all our 
cafes, unleffe we hcar God {peak now, and do his work, and ferve 
his intereft, and bear our felves in our juft proportions, that is, 

C as fuch, the very end of whofe being, and all our faculties is to 
ferve God, and do juftice, and charities to our Brother. For if 
we do the work of God in our own day, we fhall receive an in- 
finite — in the day of the Lord, But what that is, is now to be 
inquired, 

” Wiat we have done in the body} But certainly chis ts the greateft 
terror of all, The thunders and the fires, the earthquakes and the 
trumpets, the brightneffe of holy Angels, and the horror oi accur- 
fed Spirits, the voice of the Archangel (who is the Prince of the 

| heavenly hoft) and the Majeftie of the Judge, in whofe fervice all 

Dp that Army ftands girt with holineffe and obedience,all thofe {trange 

| circumftances which have been already reckoned, and all -thofe | | 
others which we cannot underftand, are but little preparatories 
and umbrages of this fearful circumftance. All this amazing Ma- 
jeftie and formidable preparatorics are for the paffing of an eternal 
Sentence upon us eet 3 oe to what we have done in the body, 
Woe and alas! and God help usall. All mankinde is an enemy 
to God, his nature is en and his manners are depraved, It 

| is with the nature of man, and with all his manners, as Philemon 
' faid of the nature of foxes, : 
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-|face again to them that ftrike us, rather then be reveng’d? or’ 


Chrif?'s Adyent to Fudgment. 


Every fox is crafty and mifchievous, and if you gather a whole; A 


herd of them, there is not a good natur'd beaft amongft them 
alls fo ic is with man; by nature he 1s the chelde of wrath, 
and by his manners he is the childe of the Devil we call Qhriftians 
and we dithonour our Lord, and we are Brethren, but we Op- 


_|preffe and murder one another; it isa great degree of fandtiry| 


| HOW a-dayes, not to be fo wicked as the worft of men; and we 
jlive at the rate, as if the beft of men did defign to themfelves an 
-eafier condemnation; and as if the generality of men confider'd 
not concerning the degrees of death, but did believe, that in hell 
no man fhall perceive any eafe or refrefhment in being torment- 
ed with a flower fire. For confider what we do 1x the body; twelve 
or fourteen years paffe, before we choofe good or bad ; and of thar 
which remains,above half is {pent in fleep and the needs of Nature ; 
for the other half, it is divided as the Stag was when the beafts 
went a hunting, the Lion hath five parts of fix; The bufinefle 
of the world takes fo much of our remaining portion, that 
Religion and the fervice of God have not much time left thar 
can be {par’d ; and of that which can, if we confider how much 
is allowed to crafty arts of coufenage, to oppreffion and ambition, 
to greedy defires, and avaritious profecutions, to the vanities of 
our youth, and the proper fins of every age, to the meer idle- 


neffe of man and doing nothing, to his tantaftick imaginations of] 


greatneffe, and pleafures, of great and lirtle devices, of imper- 


tinent law-fuites and uncharitable treatings of our Brother 3 it will, 


be intolerable, when we confider that we are to ftand or tall eter- 
nally, according to what we have done in the body. Gather ir 
all together, and fet it before A eyes; eAlmes and Prayers 
are the {umme of all thy good. ere thy prayers made in fear 
and holineffe, with paffion and defire 2 Were they not made un- 
willingly, weakly, and wandringly, and abated with fins in the 
greate{t part of thy life? Didft thou pray with the fame affeati- 
on and labour as thou didft purchafe thy eftate 2 Have thine alms 
been more then thy oppreffions, and according to thy power ? and 
by what means didft thou judge concerning it> How much of 
our time was fpent in that? and how much of our eftate was 
{pent in this > But letus go one ftep further: How many of us 
love our enemies ? or pray for, and do good to them that per- 
fecute and affront us ? or overcome evil with good, or turn the 


fuffer our felvesto be fpoil’d or robbed without contention and, 
uncharitable courfes> or lofe our intereft rather then lofe our 
charity > And yer by thefe precepts we thall be judged, I inftance 
but once more. Our blefted Saviour {pake ahardfaying: &very 
tdle word that men fhball fpeak, they [hall give account thereof at 
the day of Judgment, For by thy words thou fhal: be juftified, ss 

| | J 
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A: by thy words thou fbale be condemned ;, and.upon this account may | Seru. ILL. 
every ohe weeping and trembling fay. with job, Quid faciam cum. Job 31.34. 
re(urrexertt ad judicandum Deus @ What fhallI do when the Lord 
fiall come to judgment ? Of ecery zdle word} O bleffed God ! what 
fhall become of them who love to. prate continually; to tell tales,to 
detract, to flander, to back-bite, to praife themfelves, to under- 
value others, to compare, to raife divifions, to boaft 2. Tis *) g¢s- 
pica miley dclose dmv, av mG, & xapmlev yous Who fhall be 
able to ftand upright, not. bowing the knee with the intolerable | 
load of the fins ot his tongue ? If of every. idle word we muft 
B. | give account, what fhall.we do for thofe malicious words that di- 
fhonour God, or do de{pite to.our Brother > Remember how of- 
ten we have tempted’ our Brother,or a filly, woman to fin and death? 
How olten we have pleaded for unjuft interefts, or by our wit 
have couzened an ot and a believing perfon, or given evil fen- 
tences, or difputed athers into falfe perfwafions > Did we never 
call good evil, or evil good Did we never fay to others, thy 
caufe is right, when nothing made it right, but favour and moncy, 
a falfe advocate or acovetous Judg > Tay fixe apydy, fo faid - 
| Chrift, every zdle word, that is, way fn xevdv, é St Paul wles itjeve-' Eph,s.6. 
C7 falfe word, every ie {hall be called to judgment ; or asfome Co- 
pies read it, way fnyea mrovne gy, every wicked word fhall be called to 
judgment. For by [epyév] zale words, are not meant words that 
are unprofitable or unwife,for fools and filly perfons {peak moft of 
thofe, and have the leaft accounts to make; bur by wasne the 
| Jews ufually underftood falfe; and to grve thetr minde to va- 
| | Mitte, or to fpeak vanstie, is all one as to minde or {peak fal- 
| fhoods with malicious and evil purpofes, Bur if every idle word, 
| that is, every vain and lying word fhall be called to judgment; what 
'fhall become of men that blafpheme God, or their Rulers, or 
PD Princes of the people, or their Parents ? that difhonour the Re- 
ligion, and difgrace the Munifters > that corrupt Juftice and per- 
'vert. Judgment 2. that preach evil dorines, ar declare perverfe |. 
fentences > that take Gods holy Name in vaine, or difhonour the 
| Name of God by trifling and frequent {wearings ; that holy Name 
by which we hope to be faved, and which all the Angels of 
God fall down and worfhip > Thefe things are to be confidered, 
for by our own words we ftand or fall, that is, as in humane Judg- 
| | a TAe 
ments the confeffion of the party, and the contradiction of him- 
‘felf, or the failing in the circumftances of his ftory, are the 
E_ confidences or prefumptions of law, by which Judges give fen- 
tence ; fo fhall our words be, not onely the means of declaring 
a fecret fentence,but a certain inftrument of being abfolved or con- 
'demned, But upon thefe premiffes, we fee what reafon we have 
‘to fear the fentence of that day, who have finned with our 
Si aie fo often, fo continually, that if thete weno other actions | 
| . to yeh epee 
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Suro, ILI. ; to be acccounted for, we have enough in this account to make 


| the proportions of an Angel, but by the meafures of a Man; 
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us die, and yet have committed fo many evil actions, that if our 
words were wholly forgotten, we have infinite reafon to fear con- 
cerning the event of that horrible {entence, The effe& of which con- 
fideration is this, that we fet a guard before our lips, and watch over 
our ations mith a care, equal to that fear which {ball be at Dooms-day, 
when we are to pale our fad accounts, But I have forne confiderations 
to interpofe. stad | 

1, But (that the fadnefs of this may a little be relieved, and 
our endeavours be encouraged to a timely care and repentance) 
confider, that this great fentence, although it fhall pafs concern- 
ing little things, yet it fhall not pafs by Jsttle portions, but by ge- 
neral meafures ; not by the little errors of-one day, but by the 
great proportions of our life; for God takes not notice of the infir- 
mities of honeft perfons that alwayes endeavour to avoid every 
fin, but in little intervening inftances are furprized ; but he judges 
us by fingle ations, if they are great, and of evélefeils; and by 
little (mall inftances, if they be haéstual, No man can take care 
concerning every minute; and therefore concerning it Chrift will 
not pafs fentence but by the difcernable portions of our time, 
by humane attions, by — of choice an deliberation, and by 
general precepts of care and watchfulnefs, this fentence fhall be 
exacted, 2ly. The fentence of that day fhall be paffed, not by 


the firft follies are not unpardonable, but may be recovered ; 
and the fecond are dangerous, and the third are more fatal ; 
but nothing is unpardonable but t Pdgheiae a in evill cour- 
fes, 3ly, The laft Judgement fha be tranfacted by the fame. 
Principles by which we are guided here: not by ftrange and fecret 
propotitions, or by the fancies of men, or by the fubtilties of 


jufelefs diftin@ions, or evil perfwafions ; not by the fcruples of 


the credulous, or the intereft of fects, nor the proverbs of pre- 
judice, nor the uncertain definitions of them that give laws to 
fubje&ts by expounding the decrees of Princes; but by the plain 
rules of Juftice, by the ten Commandements, by the firft appre- 
henfions of confcience, by the plain rules of Scripture, and the 
rules of an honeft minde, and a certain Juftice. So that by this 
reftraint and limit of the final fentence, we are fecur’d we fhall 
rot fall by {cruple or by ignorance, by intereft or by faction, by 
falfe perlwafions of others, or invincible prejudice of our own, 
but we fhall ftand or fall by plain andeafie propofitions, by chafti- 
tie or uncleannefs, by juftice or injuftice, by robbery or refticu- 
tion: and of this we have a great teftimony by our Judg and Lord 
himfelf; whatfoever ye {hall binde in eart Thal be bound 1n hea- 
ven, and whatfoever ye loofe {ball be loofed there, that is, you 
fhali ftand or fall according to the Sermons of the Gofpel, as the 
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a at r= 
A | Minitters of the Word are commanded to preach, fo ye muft Serm. ILL. 
live here, and fo ye muft be judged hereafter; ye mutt not look. 
for that fentence by fecret decrees or obf{cure dodrines, but by 
plain precepts and certain rules, But there are yet fome more | 
degrees of mercy. 4. That fentence fhall paffe upon us not after 4. 
the meafures of Nature, and poffibilitics, and utmotét extents, 
but by the mercies of the Covenant ; we fhall be judged as Chri- 
ftians rather then as men, that is, as perfons to wiiom much is 
pardoned, and much is pitied, and many things are (not acci- 
dentally, but confequently) indulged, and great helps are mini- |- 
'f{tred, and many remedies fupplied, and fome mercies extra- 
regularly conveyed, and their hopes enlarged upon the ftock of an 
infinite mercy, that hath no bounds bur our needs, our capaci- 
ties, and our proportions to glory.. .5. The fentence is to be given 
by him that once died for us, and does now pray for us, and per- 
petually intercedes ; and upon {fouls that he loves, and in the fal- 
vation of which himfelf hath a great intereft and increafe of joy. 
And now upon thele premiffes we may dare to confider what the 
fentence it felt fhall be,tiiat fhall never be revcrfed,but fhall laft for 
ever and ever, | 
C whether it be good or bad. 1 cannot difcourfe now the great-. 
neffe of the good or bad, fo far (I mean) as is revealed to 
us ; the confiderations are too long to be crouded into the end of 
a Sermon; oncly in general: 1, If it be good, it is greater then x 
all the good of this world, and every mans {hare then, in every 
inftant of his bleffed eternity is greater then all the pleafures of 
Mankinde in one heap. 


“Qy rors Seis avOponQ Puyera tvy civ, 
Trg elaveciag xpertlov 8d ey fuyeras, 
A man can never with for any thing greater then this immortality, 
Laid Pofidippis, 2. To which] add this one contideration, that the 2: 
portion ot the good at the day of fentence fhall be fo great, that 
atter all the labours of our life, and fuffering periccutions, and 
enduring affronts, and the labour of love, and the continual fears 
and cares of the whole duration and abode, it rewards itall, and 
gives infinitely more ; Now funt condigne palsiones hujus fecult, all 
| the torments and evils of this world are not to be eftimated with 
| the joyes ofthe Blefled : It is the gift if God; a donative beyond 
E the édevoy, the milstary (tspend, it is beyond our work, and beyond 
our wages, and beyond the promife, and beyond our thoughts, and 
above our underftandings; and above the higheft heavens, it 
is a participation of the joyes of God, and of the inheritance of the 
| Judge himielf, 
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It isa day of recompenfes, in which all out forrows fhall be 
turn’d into joyes, our perfecutions into a crown, the Croffe into 
a Throne, poverty to the riches of God, loffle, and affronts, and 
inconveniencies, and death, into {cepters, and hymns, and rejoy- 


‘| cings, and Hallellujahs, and fuch great things which are fit for us 


to hope, but too great for us to difcourfe of; while we fee as in 
a glaffe darkly and imperte&tly. And he that chufes to do an 
evil, rather then fuffer ove, fhall finde it but an ill exchange, that 
he deferred his /zttle to change for a great one, I remember that 
afervant in the old Comedy did chufe to venture the lath rather 
then to feel a prefent inconvenience, Quza tllud aderat malum, iftud 
aberat longins: tllud erat prefens, bute evant diecule: but this will be 
but an ill account,: when the rods fhall for the delay be turned into 
Scorpions, and from eafie fhall become intolerable, Better it is 
to fuffer here, andto ftay till the day of refticution for the good 
and the holy portion 5 for it will recompenfe both for the fuffcring 
and the ftay. © ; 

But bow sf the portton be bad? It fhall be bad to the greateft 
part of mankinde; that’s a fearful. cohfideration ; the greateft 
part of men and women fhall dwell in the portion of Devils to 
eternal ages, So that thefe portions are like the prophets figs in 
the vifion ; the good are the beft that ever were, and the worft are 


_|fo bad that worle cannot be imagined, For though in hell the ac- 


’ 
I. 


curfed fouls fhall have no worfe then they have deferved, and there 
are not there overrunning meafures as there are in heaven, and 
therefore that the joyes of heaven are infinitely greater joyes then 
the pains of hell are great pains, yet even thefe are a full meafure 
to a full iniquitie, pain above patience, forrows without eafe, 
amazement without confideration, de{pair without the intetyals of 
a little hope, indignation without the poffeffion of any good, there 
dwels envie and confufion, diforder and fad remembrances, per- 
petual woes and continual fhriekings, uneafineffe arid all the evils 
of the foul. Burif we will reprefent ic in fome orderly circumftan- 
ces, we may confider, — iy | 

1. Thathere, all the troubles of our (Pirits are little partici- 
pations of a diforderly pasion; A man defires earneftly, but he hath 
not, or he envies becaufe another hath fomething befides him, and 


‘| he is croubled at the want of one, when at the {ame time he hath 


a hundred good things; and yet ambition and envie, impatience 


and confufion, covetoufneffe and luft are all of them very great | | 


torments ; but there thefe fhall be in ¢ffence and abftratted Leings ; 


the 
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A | the fpirit of envie, and the jpirtt of forrow; Devils, that fhall in- Sern. IL, 
' | flié all che whole nature of the evil and pour it into the mindes of 
accurfed men; where it fhall fic without abatement: for he that 
envies there, envies not for the eminence of another that fits a lit- 
tle above him, and excels him in fome one good ; but he fhall envie 
for all ; becaufe the Saints have all, and they have none ; therefore 
all their Paffions are integral, abftracted, pertc& Paffions ; and all 
the forrow inthe world at this time, is but a portion of forrow ; 
every man hath his fhare, and yet befides that which all fad men 
have, there isa great deal of forrow which they have not, and 
B ‘all the Devils portion befides that ; but in hell, they fhall have the 
| whole ‘paffion of forrow in every one, juft as the whole body of 
the Sun is {een by every one in the fame Horizon: and he that ts in 
| .darkneffe enjoyes it not by parts, but the whole darkneffe is the 
' portion of one as well as of another. If this confideration be not 
too Metaphyficall, Iam fure it is very fad, and it relies upon this; 
that as in heaven there are fome holy Spirits whofe crown is all 
love ; and {ome inwhich the brighteft jewel is anderjtanding ; {ome 
are purity, and {ome are holznejje tothe Lord: fo in the regions of 
'forrow, ev:l and (orrow have an effence and proper being, and are 
fet there to be fuffer'd intircly by every undone man, that dies there 
for ever. “By 
2 The evils of this world are matcriall and bodily ; the pref- 
fing of a fhoulder, or the {training of a joynt; the diflocation of 
a bone, or the extending of an artery ; a bruife in the flefh, or the 
pinching of the skin; ahot liver, ora fickly ftomach; and then 
the minde is troubled becaufe its inftrument is ill at eafe ; but all 
the proper troubles of this life are nothing but the effects of an 
uneafie body, or an abufed fancy; and therefore can be no big 
ger then a blow, or a couienage, then a wound or a dream ; onely 
the trouble increafes fas the foul works it; and if it makes reflex 
: and begins the evil upon its own account , then it multiplies 


C 

D 
and doubles, becaufe the propcg fcene ot grief is open’d, and for-| ’ 
row peeps through the corners gf the foul. But in thole regi- 
ons and dayes of forrow, when the foul fhall be no more depen- 
ding upon the body, but thé perfe& principle of all its actions, 
the actions are quick, and the perceptions brisk, the paffions are 
extreme, and the motions are {pirituall ; the pains are like the hor- 
rors of a Devil, and the groans of an evil {pirit ; not flow like 
the motions of a heavy foot, or a loaden armc, but quick as an 

E | Angels wing, active as lightning ; and a grief the, 1s nothing like 
a grief zow, and the words of mans tongue which are fitted to 
the ufes of this world, are as unfit to fignifie the evils of the next, 
as perfor, and nature, and hand, and motion , and pafftom are 
to reprefent the effedts of the Divine attributes, actions, and {ub- 


fiftence, 
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3 The evil portions of the next world is fo great, that God; A 


did not create or defigne it in the fir{t intention of things, and | ° 
produétion of effences; hee made the Kingdome of Heaven and 
xaraboAris xbox, fromthe foundation of the world; for {o it is ob- 
fervable that Chrift fhall fay to the Sheep athis right-hand, R¢- 
ceive the Kingdome prepared for you from the beginning of the worlds 


~|butto the Goats and accurfed fpirits, he {peaks of no fuch primi- 


41. 


Hymn.§. lib. 


Cathemer. 


tive and original defigne ; it was accidental and a confequent to 
horrid crimes, that God was forced to invent ahd 'to after create 
that place of torments, 

4 And when God did create and prepare that place, he did; p 
not at all intend it for man, it was prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, {o faith the Judge himfelf, Go ye curfed into everlafting fire, 
prepared for the Devil andhis Angels, diroimacey 6 warhp us te 
AzBoaw, which my Father prepared for the Devil, 10 {ome Copics} - 
read it: God intended it not for man, but man would imitate the 
Devils pride, and liften to the whilpers of an evil {pirit, and fol- 
low his temptations, and rebell againft his Maker ; and then God 
alfo againft his firft defigne refolved to.throw {uch perfons into 
that place that was prepared for the Devil: for fo great was the 
love of God to mankinde, that he prepared joyes infinite, and | 
neves ceafing for man before he had created him ; Lut he did not 
predetermine him to any evil; but when he was forced to it by 
mans malice, he doing what God forbade him, God caft him thi- 
ther where he never intended him ; but it was not mans portion : 
hee defigned it not at firft, and at laft alfo hee invited him to re- 


C) 


| pentance, and when nothing could do it, he threw man into ano- 


thers portion, becaufe he would not accept of what was defigned to 
be his own, 

5 The evil portion fhall be contzxual without intermiffion of 
evil s no dayes of reft, no nights of fleep, no cafe from labour, 
no periods of the ftroke, nor taking off the hand, no intervals be- : 
tween blow and blow ; but a contiqued {troke, which neither fhor- 
tens the life, nor introduces.a brawny patience, orthe toleration 
of an oxe, but it is the fame in every inftant, and greatas the firft 
ftroke of lightning ; the {mart is great fr ever as at the firkt change, 
from the reft of the grave to the flames of that horrible burning. 
The Church of Rome amongt{t fome other ftrange opinions hath 
inferted thisone into her publick Offices; that the perifhing fouls | 
in hell may have fometimes remiffion and refrefhment, like the ' 
fits of an intermitting feaver : for fo it isin the Roman Miffal printed fp 
at Parts’; 1626. in the Mafle for the dead; Wt quia de ejus vite 
qualitate arffidimus, & fj plenam veniam anima iplius obtinere non 
| potelt faltem vel inter ip(a tormenta que for{an patitur , refrige- 
ivium de abundantia miferationum twarum fenteat : and fomething | 
‘like this is that of Prudentius, Sun: & ptritibus fepe nocentibus, 

: 7 Penarum 
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A | Penarum celebres | (ub Styge ferte @&c, The evil fpirits have eafe of | Sexm JIL: 
their “pain, and he names their holiday, then when the Refurre@ion 
of our Lord from the grave is celebrated: 


Marcent fupplsctts Tartara mitibus, 
Exultatque [ut carcerts otto 
Umbrarum populus liber ab rgnibus : 
Nec fervent folsto flumina fulphure. 


_ | They then thought, that when the Pafchall taper burn’d, the flames 
B of hell could not burn, till the holy wax was {pent ; but becaufe this 
_ | is a fancy without ground or revelation, and is againft the Analogy 
of all thofe expreflions of our Lord, where the worm ayeth not, and 
the fire 1s never quenched, and divers others, it is fufficient to have 
| noted it without further confideration ; the pains of hell have no 
| re{t, no drop of water is allowed to cool the tongue, there is no 
Advocate to plead for them, no mercy belongs to thei 
| p > no mercy belongs to their portion, 
but fearfull wrath and continuall burnings. ; 
6 And yet this is not the worft of it ; tor as it is comtsnuall durin 
its abode, {o its abode is for ever, it is continual and eternall, Tertul- 
C_ (tan {peaks fomething otherwife, Pro magnitudine cructatus non diy- 
turnt, verwm femptternt ; not continuall, or the pains of every day, | _ 
but fuch which fhall laf for ever. But Laéfanteus is more plain in 
this affair; The fame a:vine fire by the fame power and force ball burn 
the wicked, and {ball repair inftantly whatfoever of the body tt does con- 
fame: Ac fibiipfi eternum pabulum fubminiftralit, and fhall make 
for it felf aneternall fuell, — 7 


<Vermibus & flammis & dsfcructatibus evum 
< Immortale dedit, [ento ne pena pertret 
D “ Non pereunte anima 


Foe 


So Prudentius, Eternall worms, and unextinguifhed flames,and im- 

| mortall punifhment is prepared for the ever-never dying fouls of | 
wicked men, Origen 1s charged by the ancient Churches for fay+ 
ing that aftera long time the Devils and the accurfed {fouls fhall 
be reftored to the Kingdome of God, and that after a long time 
again they fhall bee reftored to their ftate, andfo it was from 
their fall and fhall be forever; and it may be that might be the 
meaning of Tertullzans expreilion, of cructatus non atuturns fed 
E ‘fempttera, Eptphanius charges not the opinion upon Or1gez, and 
yet he was free enough in his animadverfion and reproof of him ; 
but St, -Axffzn did, and confuted the opinion in his Books De c#v#- 
tate Det, However, Origen was not the firft that faid the pains of 
the damned fhould ceafe ; Fuftin Martyr in his Dialogue with 77#- 

phon expreffes it thus; esther . I fay that all the fouls do os 

2 or 
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Seam. IL.| for that indeed would bee to the wicked a gain unlocked for: what| A 
\then2 The fouls of the godly 12 a Letter place, of the wicked tn a 
worle, do tarry the time of Fudgement , then they that are worthy 
foall never die again, but thofe that ave defigned to punifbment fhall 
abide (o long as God pleafe to have them to live and to be punsfbed, 

ButI obferve, that the primitive Doctors were very willing to 

beleeve that the mercy of God would finde out a period to the tor- 

ment of accurfed fouls ; but fuch a period, which fhould be nothing |. 
but eternall deftructioz , called by the Scripture, the fecond death: 
onely Origen (as I obferved ) is charged by St, Aujiz2 to have faid 

they fhall return into joyes, and back again to hell by ancternall) p 

revolution, But concerning the death ot wicked fouls, and its be- 

ing broke into pieces with tearfull torments, and confumed with 
the wrath of God, thcy had entertain’d fome diftcrent fancies very 
early in the Church, as their fenterices are collected by St. Hzerome 
at the end of his Commentaries upon J{ar, And Jrenaus difputes it 
largely, © That they that are unthankfull to God in this fhort life, 

‘¢ and obey him not, fhall never have an etcrnall duration of life in 

“ the ages to come, fed spfe fe privat in (eculum feculs perfeverantia, 

hee deprives his foul of living to eternall ages 5 for he {uppofes an 

immortall duration not to be naturall to the foul, but a gitt of God, 
which he can take away, and did take away from Adam, and re- 
ftored it again in Chrift to them that beleeve in him and obcy him: 
for che other, they fhall be raifed again to fuffer fhame, and fear- 
full torments, and according to the degree of their fins, fo fhall 
be continued in their forrows, and {ome {hall dic, and fome fhall 
not die: the Devsl, and the Beaft, and they that worfbipped the 

| Beaff, and they that were marked with his (haratier, thele St. John 
faith fhall Le tormented for ever and ever; he docs not fay fo of all, 

, |but of fome certain great criminals; Croco ay Oedg Stan, all, fo 
long as God pleafe, fome for ever and ever, and {ome not fo {e-! 
vercly ; And whereas the generall fentence is given to all wic- 
ked perfons, to allon the lett hand, to go into everlafling fire: 
it is antwered, that the fire indeed is everlafting, but not all that: 
enters into it is everlafting, but onely the Devils for whom it was | 

| prepared, and others more mighty criminals ( according as St. Fob | 
intimates ) though alfo everlafting fignifics onely to the end of its ' 
sa) period. : 
oncerning this doétrine’of theirs fo fevere, and bi fo mode- 
rated, there is leffe to be objected then againft the tuppofed fan- 
cic Of Origen; for it isa ftrange con{idcration to fuppofe aneter- 5 
nall torment to thofe to whom it was never threatned, to thofe 
who never heard of Chrift, to thofe that liv’d probably well, 
to Heathens of good lives, to ignorants and untaught people, to 
people furprifed in a fingle crime, to men that die young in their 
naturall follies and foolith lufts, to them that fallin a fudden 


gaicty 


Lib,2.cap.6$. 
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TA gaity and exceffive joy, to all alike; to all infinite and etcrnall, | Sera, IL: 


| ¢ven to unwarned people ; and that this fhould be infli@ed by God 
ae é 
_ who infinitely loves his creature, who died for them, who pardons 
| eafily, and pities readily, and excules much, and delights in our 
| being faved, and would not have us die, and takes litte things in 
| exchange for great: It is certain that Gods mercies are infinite,and 
it is aljo certain that the matter of eternall torments cannot truly 
be underftood ; and when the School-men go about to reconcile 
the Divine juftice to that feverity, and confider why God punifhes 
eternally a temporall fin, ora ftate of evil, they {peak varioufly, 
B and uncertainly, and unfatisfyingly. But chat in this queftion wee 
| may feparate the certain from the uncertain ; 
-. I Ieis certain that the torments of hell fhall certainly laft as 
long as the foul lafts ; tor eterzall and everlafting can fignifie no leffe 
but tothe end of that duration, to the perfeét end of the period in 
| which it fignifies, So Sodom and Gomorrah, when.God rasned down 
hell from heaven upen the earth (as Salvtan’s expreffion is ) they are 
faid to (uffer the vengeance of eternal fire : that is, of a fire that con- 
fumed them finally, and they never were reftored: and fo the ac- 
curfed fouls fhall {uffer torments till] they be confumed ; who be- 
C caute they are immortal] cither naturally or by gift, thall be tor- 
| mented for ever, or till God fhall take from them the life that he 
reftored to them on purpofe to give them a capacity of being mife- 
| rable and the beft that they can expect is to. deipair of all good, to 
fuffer the wrath of God, never to come to any minute of felici- 
ty, or of a tolerable ftate, and to be held in pain till God bee 
weary of ftriking. This is the gentleft fentence of fome of the old 
Dodtors. 
But 2, The generality of Chriftians have been taught to beleeve 
| worfe things yet concerning them ; and,the words of our bleffed 
D Lord, are xdAcaig aienG., eternall afHiGtion or {miting ; 


Nec mort penas mors altera ei hujw, 
Horaq; erit tantis ultima nulla malts, 


And St. Fob, who well knew the minde of his Lord, faith; The 
4{moke of their torment afcendeth up for ever and ever, and t 
have no reft day nor night: that is, their torment .is continuall, 
| and it iseternall, Their fecond death fhall be bur a dying to all 
' felicity , for {o death is taken in Scripture ; Adam dyed when he 

E eat the forbidden fruit; that is, he was liable to fickneffe and 
forrowes, and painand diffolution of foul and body : and to bee 
i miferable, is the worfe death of the two; they fhall fee the eter- 
nall felicity of the Saints, but they fhall never tafte of the. holy 
Chalice. Thofe joyes fhall indeed be for ever and ever ; for im- 

: | mortaliry is part of their = » and on them the fecond “el 

| ; 3 


Revel, 54.11. 
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Sern. II. ball have no power ; but the wicked (hall be tormented horridly 


i Rev,20,14. 


Chrift's Advent to Fudgment. 


and infufferably till death and hell Lee thrown into the lake of fire, and 
fall be no more, which ts the fecond death, Butthat they may not 
imagine that this fecond death fhall be the end of their pains,$ Jchz 
f sais exprefly what that is, Rev.21,8, The fearfull and unteleeving, 
the abominable and the murderers, the whoremongers and forcerers, the 
idolaters and all lyars {hall have their part in the lake, which burneth 
with fire and brimftone, which ts the fecond death ; no dying there, but 
a being tormented, burning in a lake of fire,that is the {econd death, 
For if dife be reckoned a éle/fing, then to be deftitute of all bleffing 
is to have no life, and therefore to be intolerably miferable is this 
{econd death, that is, death eternall, 

3 And yet if God fhould deal with man hereafter more merci- 
fully and proportionably to his weak nature, then he does to An- 
gels, and as he admits him to repentance here, foinhell alfoto a 
period of his {mart, even when he keeps the Angels in pain for ever; 
yet he will never admit him to favour, he fhall be tormented be- 
yond all the meafure of humane ages; and be deftroyed for ever 
and ever. 

It concerns us all, who hear and belceve thefe things, to do as our ' 
bleffed Lord will do before the day of his coming ; he will call! 


jand convert the Jews and ftrangers : Converfion to God is the beft 


preparatory to Dooms-day: and it concerns all them, who are in 
the neighbourhood and fringes of the flames of hell, that is, in the 
{tate of fin,quickly to arife trom the danger, and fhake the burning | 
coals off our fiefh, left it confume the marrow and the bones : &x- | 
uenda eft veloctter de tncendto farcina, priuf{quam flammts fupervenicn- 
tibus concremetur, Nemo dim tutus eft periculo proximus, faith St, Cy- 
prian, Nomanis fate long, that is fo neer to danger ; for fudden- 
ly the change will come, in which the Judge fhall te called to: 
udgement, and no man to plead for him, unleffe a good con- 
{cience be his Advocate ; and the rich fhall be naked as a condem- 
ned criminall to execution ; and there {hall be no regard of Prin- | 
ces or of Nobles, and the differences of mens account shall be for- ' 
gotten, and no diftin¢tion remaining but of good or Lad, fheep and 
oats, bleffed aud accurfed fouls, Among the wonders of the day of | 


ing and giving in marriage, yausrres x eylauiCovres, marrying 
and croffe marrying, that 1s, raifing families and lafting — c 
and huge eftates ; when the world is to end fo quickly,and the gains 


that can give no fecurity to our fouls, but much hazards anda great 
charge, More reafonable it is, that that we dc{pife the world and 
lay up for heaven, that we heap up treafures by giving almes, and 
make friends of unrighteous Mammon; but at no hand to enfer 
into a ftate of life, that is all the way a hazard to the main inte- 

: reft, 


udgement our bleffed Saviour reckons it, that men fhall be marry- 


A 


_|of.a rich purchafe fo very a trifle, but no trifling danger; a thing FE 
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A | reft,and at the beft, an increafe of the particular charge. Every de- | Sern. IIL 
grce of riches, every degree of greameffe, every ambitious imploy- | 
ment, every great fortune, every cminency above our brother, is; 
charge to the accounts of the laft day. He that lives tempcrately 
and charitably, whofe imployment is religion, whofe affections are 
fear and love, whofe defires are after hcaven, and do not dwell 
below ; that man can long and pray for the haftning of the coming 
of the day of the Lord, He that does not really defire and long for 
that day,either is in a very ill condition, or does not underftand that 
he isina good. *I willnot be fo fevere in this meditation as to 
B | forbid any man to laugh, that beleeves himfelf fhall be called to fo 
|fevere a Judgement; yet St, Hierom {aid it, Coram celo & terré 
rattonem veddemus totius noftre vite ; (9 tu rides > Heaven and carth 
fhall fee all the follies and bafeneffe of thy life, and doeft thou 
laugh 2 That we may, but we have not reafon to laugh loudly and 
| frequently, if we confider things wifely, and as we are concerned : 
but if we do, yet prafentis temporis ita eft agenda letitia, ut fequentis 
judsicis amaritudo nunquam recedat 4 memoria : {0 laugh here that you 
may not forget your danger, left you weep for ever, He that thinks 
moft ferioully and moft frequently of this fearfull appearance, will 
C | finde that is is better ftaying for his joyes till this fentence be paft ; 
for then he fhall perceive, whether he hath reafon or no. In the 
mean time wonder not, that God who loves mankinde fo well, 
fhould punifh him {fo feverely ; for theréfore the evil fall into an 
per 8 3 portion , becaufe they defpifed that, which God moft 
loves, his Son and his mercses, his graces and his holy spirit ; and 
they that do all this, have caufe to complain of nothing bur their | 
own follies ; and they fhall feel the accurfed confequents then when 
they fhall fee thc Judge fit above them, ane and fevere, inexorable 
and terrible ; szder them,an intolerable hell ; within them, their con- | 
D | fciences clamorous and difeafed ; without them,all the world on fires 
on the right band, thofe men glorified whom they perfecuted or de- 
{pifed ; on the left hand, the Devils accufing; for this is the day of the 
Lords terror, and who 1s able to abide it 2 | | | 


Seu vigtlo rntentus fludsis, feu dormio, fempér 
Tudicis extremi noftras tuba per{onet aures; 
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SERMON IV. 


The Return of PRAYERS. 
Or, The Conditions of a 
PREVAILING PRAYER. 


John, 9.31. Now we know, that God beareth not fin- 


ners, but if anyman bee a worfbipper of God, and doth 
his will, bim be beareth. 


eA Know not which is the greater wonder, either 
aS that Prayer, which is a duty fo eafie and facile, 

Wy {o ready and apted to the powers, and skill, and 
A ‘opportunities of every man, fhould have fo great 
PKS cffects, and be productive of fuch ‘mighty blef- 
=f, figs, or that we fhould be fo unwilling to ufe-fo 
: ee” eafie an -inftrument of procuring & -much good, 
The firft declares Gods goodneffe, but this publifhes mans tolly 
and weakneffe, who finds in himfelf fo much difhaulty to perform 


a condition fo gafie and fullof advantage. But the order of this in- ' 
felicity is knotted like the foldings of aSerpent,; all thofe parts of | 


eafineffe which invite us to do the duty, are.become.like the joynts 
of a bulrufh, not bendings, but confolidations and ftiffenings ; the 
very facility becomes its objection, and in-every of its ftages, wee 
make or finde a huge’ uneafineffe. .Arfirft we donot know what | 
we ask, and when we do, then we finde difficulty to bring our wills | 
to defire it ; and when that is inftruéted and kept in awe, it mingles | 
intereft, and confounds the purpofes, and when it is forc’d to ask 
honeftly and feverely, then it ils {o coldly, that God hates the prayer; 
and if it defires fervestly, it fomctimes turns that into paflion, 


D 


EF 


‘and that paffion breaks into murmurs or unquietnefle ; or if that 
be avoyded, the iadifferency cools into death, or the fire burns 
; violently and 1s quickly {pent; our defires are dull as a Rock, 
lor fugitive as lightening; either we ask ill things earneftly, or 
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| A | good things remiffely ; we either court our own danger, or arc: Sera. IV. 
{ . . : 
| Hot zealous for our reall fafety ; or if we be right in our matter, 
or carneft in our affections, and lafting in our abode, yct we mitle 
in the manner; and cither we ask for evil ends, or without re-: 
ligion and awefull apprchenfions, or we reft in the words and 1ig- 
nitication of the prayer, and never take care to paf{e on to action, | 
or elfe we re inthe company of Corab, being partners of a 
{chifme, ora rebellion in religion, or we bring unhallowed cen- 
fers, our hearts fend up to God an unholy {moke, a cloud from 
the fires of luft, and cither the flames of /ufi or rage, of wine or 
B | revenge kindle the beaft that is laid upon the Altar; or we bring 
{wines flefh, or a dogs neck; whereas God never accepts, or de- 
lights in a prayer, unleffe 1c be -for aboly thing, toa lawfull end, pre- 
fented unto him upon the wings of zeal and love, of religious forrow, 
| or religzous joy; by fanttipied lips, and pure hands, and a fincere heart. 
‘Ie muft be the prayer of a gracious man; and he is oncly graci- 
ous before God, and acceptable, and effective in his prayer, 
whofe life is holy, and whofe prayer 1s holy; For both thefe are ne- 
ceflary ingredients to the conftitutio nof a prevailing prayer; there 
is a holincfle peculiar to the man, and a holineffe peculiar to the 
C' prayer, that muf adorne the prayer before it can he united to the 
intcrceffion of the Holy Jef#s, in which union alone our prayers can 
be prevailing. | 
Godheareth not finners: | {othe blind man in the Text, and 
confidently [ thts we know: | he had reafon indeed for his confi- 
dence ; It was a Proverbial faying, and every where recorded in 
their’ Scriptures, which were read tn the fynagogues every Sabbath | 
day, For what 1s the hope of the hypocrite? (faith Lob ) wall God | Job 27.9. 
hear his cry, when trouble cometh upon him 2? No, he will not. For 
if I regard iniquity 172 my heart, the Lord will not hear mee aid Davids Babe ertes 
D and to faid the Spirit of the Lord by the Soz of David, when | Prov.1.28. 
diftveffe and angut|b cometh upon you, Then {ball they call upon mee, 
but I will not anfwer; they {hall {eek mee early, but they {ball not). 
finde mee; And Ifatab, when you fpread forth your hands, I will hide 
mine eyes from you, yea when you make many prayers, I will not) 
hear 5 your bands are full of blood; And again, when they faft, | Jer.14.12. 
will not hear thetr cry, and when they will offer burnt offerings and ob- 
lations 5 I will not accept them, For they have loved to wander, they a: 
have not refrained their feet, therefore the Lord will not accept thems 
hee will now remember thetr inequity, and vifit their finnes: Upon 


E )thele and many other authorities it grew into a Proverb; Deus 


fait.1s. 


> eee wees 


a 
wegen) ews < 


Vide etiam. 
non exaudtt peccatores ; It was a known cafe, and an eftablifhed rule | Pfal.34.6. 


inthe Religion; wicked perfons are neither fit to pray for themfelves, les 
nor {or others, | | 
Which propofition let us firft confider in the fence of that pur- 
pofe which the blinde man {poke it in, and then in the urmoft 
extent 


{ 
! 
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Serm, [V./ extent of it, as its analogie and equal reafon goes forth uponus' A 
and our necefities. The man wan curedof his blindnefle, and 
being examined concerning him that did it, named and gloried 
in his Phyfitian: but the fpitefull Pharifees bid him give glory 
to God, and defie the Minitter ; for God indeed was good, but 
he wrought that cure bya wicked hand, No (fayes he ) this is 
impoifible, If this man were a finner and a falfe Prophet ( for in 
that inftance the accufation was intended ) God would not hear 
his prayers, and work miracles by him in verification of a lie, 
A faife Prophet could not work true meracles; this hath received 
its diminution, when the cafe was changed , for at that time when 
Chrift preached, Miracles was the onely, or the great verificati- 
on of any new revelation; and therefore it procceding from an 
Almighty God, muft needs bec the teftimony of a Divine truth, 
and if it could have been brought fora lie, there could not then 
have been fufficient inftrution given to mankind, to prevent their 
belecf of falfe Prophets, and lying do@rines, But when Chrift |. 
proved his do@trine by miracles, that no enemy of his did ever 
do fo great before or after him; then he alfo told, that after him 
his friends fhould do greater, and his enemics fhould do fome, | 
(but they were fewer, and very inconfiderable ) and therefore 
could have in them no unavoydable caufc of deception, becaufe | 
they were difcovered by a Prophefie, and caution was given againft 
them by him that did greater miracles, and yet ought to have 

{been beleeved, if he had done but one, becaufe again{t him there 
_|had been no caution, but many prophefies creating {uch expecta- 
tions concerning him, which he cae by his great works, So | 
that in this fence of working miracles, though it was infinitely truc | 
that the blinde man faid, then when he (aid sty yet after that the | 
cafe was alter’d: and Sinners, Magicians, Aftrologers, Witches, } 
Hereticks, Simoniacks and wicked perfons of other inftances, have 
done miracles, and God hathheard finners, and wrought his own 
works by their hands, or fuffered the Devil to do his works under | | 
their pretences ; and many at the day of Judgement fhall plead: — 
that they have done miracles in Chrifts name, and yet they fhall be | 
rejected, Chrifts knows them not, and their portion fhall be with | 
dogs, and goats, and unbelcevers, | 
There is in this cafe onely this difference, that they who do 
miracles in oppofition to Chrift, do them by the power of the | 
Devil, to whom it is permitted to do fuch things which wee 
think miracles; and that is all one as though they were: but the 
danger of them is none atall, but to them that will not belecve 
him that did greater miracles, and prophefied of thefe Icfle, and. 
gave warning of their attending danger, and was confirmed tO | 
ea true teacher by voices from heaven, and by the refurrection 
of his body aftera three dayesburiall: So thatto thefe the pre-' 


pofitton 


B 


| 
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A pofitton {till remains true, God hears not finners, God does not; S:ru.1V. 
work thofe miracles ; but concerning fizning Chriftians, God in 
‘this fenfe, and towards the purpofes of miracles does hear them, 
and hath wrought miracles by them, for they dothem 27 the 
name of Chriff, and therefore Chrift faid, cannot eafily freak ill 
| 9f btm; and althoughthey either prevaricate in their lives, or in 
_{uperinduced doétrines, yet becaufe the miracles are a verification 
ot the Religion, not of the opinion, of the power of truth of 
Chrift, not of the veracity of the man, God hath -+heard fuch 
‘perfons many times whom men have long fince, and to this day 
B call Hereticks, {uch were the Novatians and Arrians ; For to the 
‘Heathens they could onely prove their Religion by which they 
ftood diftinguithed from them ; but we find not that they wrought 
miracles among the Chriftians, or to verifie their fuperftructures 
and private opinions, But befides this yet, we may alfo by fuch 
means arre{t the forwardnefe of our judgments and condemnations 
of perfons difagreeing in their opinions trom us ; for thofe perfons 
_ whofe faith God confirmed by miracles, was an intire faith, and 
although they might have falfe opinions, or miftaken explica- 
tions of true opinions, cither inartificiall or mifunderftood, yet we 
C have reafon to beleeve their faith to be intire ; for that which God 
‘would have the Heathen to beleeve, and to that purpofe prov’d 
it by a miracle, himfelfe intended to accepr firft to a holy life, 
‘and then to glory. The falfe opinion fhould burn, and themfelves 
efcape. One thing more is here very confiderable, that in this very 
inftance of working miracles, God was fo very carefull not to hear 
{inners or-permit finners, till he had prevented all dangers to good 
| and innocent perfons, that the cafe of Chrift and his Apoftles 
| bssine: miracles was fo clearly feparated and remarked by the 
|. | finger of God, and diftinguifted from the impoftures and preten- 
D cés of all the many Antichrifts that appeared in Paleffine, Cyprus, 
_ CreteySyria,and the voicinage, that there were but very few Chrifti- 
ans that with hearty per{wafions fell away from Chrift, ©a77cy 
| | tig TSG awS Xess’ weradidaFese, {aid Galen, It is not eafic to teach 
| 


| anew him that hathbeen taught by Chrift ;- And St. e4uftiz tels 
la {tory of an unbeleeving man, that being troubled that his wife 
was a Chriftian, went tothe Oracle to ask by what means hee] 
fhould alter her perfwafion ; but he was anfwered, it could never 
be done, hee might as well imprint chara&tcrs upon the face of a 
| torrent or a al river, or himfelf flic in the air, as alter the per- |. 
|B | {wafion of a hearty and an honeft Chriftian ; 1 would to God it 
| lapere fo now inal] inftances, and that it were fohatdto draw 
men ftom the feveritics of a holy life, as of old they could bee 
coufened, difputed, or forced out of their faith, Some men are 
vexed with hypocrifie, and then their hypocrtfie was punifhed 
oo infidelity and a wretchleffe {pirit, Demas, and Simon — 
an 


4.8 oe The Retnrn of i rayers. 


Seru.lV, ; and &cebolius, and the lapfed Confeffors are inftances of humane; A 
cratt,or humane weakncefie ; but they are {carce a number that are 
remarked in Ancient ftory to have tallen from Chriftianity by di- 
reét periwatfions, or the ethcacy of abufing arguments and difcour- 
fes, The reafon of it isthe truth in the Text: God did fo a 
void hearing {inners in this affair, that he never permitted them to 

do any miracles fo as to do any mifchief to the ae of good men; 
and theretore it is faid, the enemies.of Chrift came tz the power 

of fignes and woncers able to decerve ( sf tt were poffitle ) even the 
very ele; but that was not pofsible; without their faults it could 
not be; the ele& were fufficiently ftrengthened, and the evidence! p 
of Chrifts being heard of God, and that none of his enemies | : 
|were heard of God to any dangerous effeét, was fo great, that 

if any Cliriftian had Apoftatized or fallen away by dircdt perfwa- 
fion, it was like the {inne of a falling Angel, of fo dircét a malice 
that he never could repent, and God never would pardon him, 

as Saint Paul twice remarks in his Epiltle to the Heévews, The re- 


fult of this difcourfe is the firft fenfe and explication of the words, 
God heareth not finners,vzz%, inthat in which they are finners : a tin- 
ner in his manners may be heard in his prayer in order to the con- 
firmation of his faith, but if he be a finner in his faith God hears! 
him not atall in that wherin he fins; for Godis truth and can- ; 
not confirme a lie, and when ever he permitted the Devil to do 
it, he fecur’d the intereft of his Ele@, that is, of all that beleeve 
in him and love him, Uftzng up holy hands without wrath and | 
doubting, 

2. That which yettoncerns us more neerly is, that God heareth 
not finners, that is, if we be not _— men, our praycrs will do 
us no good: we fhall be in the Condition of them that never | 
pray at all, The prayers of a wicked man are like the breath | 
of corrupted lungs, God turns away from fuch unwholefome brea- 7) 
things, But that I may reduce thisneceflary Dodtrine, toa me- 
thod I shall confider that there axe fome perfons whofe prayers | 
are fins, and fome others whofe prayers are ineffectuall : tome are 
fuch who do nor pray lawfully; they finne when they pray while | 
they remaine in that ftate and evill condition ; others arc fuch who | 
do ‘not obtain what they pray for, and yet their prayer is nota di- | - 
| re& finne : the prayer of the firft is a direét abomination,the prayer | 

of the fecond 1s hindred ; the firft is corrupted by a direét ftate | 
of fin, the latter by fome intervening imperfe@tion and unhandfome ' 
circumftance of action; and in proportion to thefe, itis required, 
1, that he be ina ftate and poffibility of acceptation; and 2. that 
the prayer it felf be in a proper difpofition, 1. Therefore wee 
fhall confider, what are thofe conditions, which are required in , 
every perfon that prays, the want of which makes the prayer to be 

a finne > 2'y What are the conditions of a good mans ae the 

| abfence 
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a 
A, abfence of which makes that even his prayer return emptie ? Srrm. [V. 

3!y, What degrees and circumftances of pietie are required to make | 7 
aman fit to be an interceffor for others, both with holinefs in 
himfelf and effect to them he prayesfor > And 4ly, as an appendix 
to thefe confiderations, J {hall add the proper szdsces and fignficati- 
ons by which we may make a judgment whether God hath heard 
our prayers or no. | 
1, Whofoever prayes to God while he is in a ftate, or in the 
affe@tion to fin, his prayer is an abomination to God. This was 
_ | atruth{o believed by all Nations of the world, that in all Re- 
| B | ligions they ever appointed baptif{mes and ceremonial expiations,to 
cleanfe the perfons before they prefented themfelves in their holy 
Offices. Deorum Templa cum adire disponitis, ab omni vos late puros, 
lautos, cafts(fime(que preftatis, {aid eArnobius to the Gentiles: when 
you addreffe your [elves to the Temples of your Gods, you keep your 
felves chaste, and clean, and fpotlefe, They waihed their hands, 
and wore white garments, théy refufed to touch a dead body, they 
avoided a {pot upon their clothes, as they avoided a wound upon 
their head, pzn x2bapa 7 xableps ipalwleDa: wr 8 Seuirdy Ff. Thar 
was the religious ground they went upon; an impure thing ought 
C| not totouch that which is holy, much lefs to approach the Prince 
of purities ; and this was the fenfe of the old world in their luftra- 
tions, and of the Jews in their preparatory baptifmes; they 
wath’d their hands to fignifie, that they fhould cleanfe them from 
all iniquity, and keep them pure from bloud and rapine; the 
wafhed their garments, burthat intended,- they fhould zot ce fpot- 
ted with the fiefb ; and their follies confifted in this, that they did 
not look to the bottome of their lavatories; they did not fee 
through the vail of their ceremonies, Flagstzis omnibus inqui- 
watt ventunt ad precandum, & fe pte facreficaf[e opinantur, fi ca- 
D| tem laverint , tanquam Iibidines intra pettus tnclu(as ulla amnts ab- 
Iuat, aut ulla marta pursficent, {aid Lattantius, they come to their 
prayers dreffed round about with wickednels, ut quercus hedera, 
and think, God will accept their offering, if their skin be wafh’d ; 
as if a river could purifie their luftful fouls, or a fea take off their 
guilt, But David reconciles the ceremonie with the myfterie, 
I will wafb my hands, I will wafh them 1% tnnocency, and fo will 
I go to thine altar, He funt vere munditie (faith Tertullian) non 
quas plerique fuper §litrone curant ad omnem orationem , etiam cum 
lavacro tottus corporis aquam fumentes, This is the true purifica- 
E | “tion, not that which moft men do, fuperftitioufly cleanfing 
‘‘ their hands and wafhing when they goto prayers, but cleanfing 
“the foul from all impiety, and leaving every affection to fin; 
“then they come pure to God: And this is it which the Apo- 
ftle alfo fignifies, having tranflated the Gentile and Jewith cere- 
mony into the {pirituality of the G oo I will therefore that men 
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ee ° 
SernlVe , pray every where, levantes purds mani, iefting up clean banes, fo itis! A 

3 inthe Vulgar Lasin, 6olss yebexs, Lo it isin the Greer, bely hapds : 
Thar’s the purity, that God looks tor upon them, that littuprheir! | 
hands to him in prayer; and this very thing is founded upon the 
Natural confticution of things, and their cflential proportion to 
each other, | 

I, It isan act of profanation for any urholy perfon to handle 
holy things, and holy offices, For if God was ever carefull to 
puc all holy things into cancels, and immure them with aéts and 
laws and cautions of feparation; and the very fanctification of 
them was nothing elfe but the folemn feparating them from com-| B 
mon ufages, that himfelf might be diftinguifhed from men by 
actions of propricty ; it is naturally certain, lie that would be 
ditterenc’d trom common things, would be infinitcly divided from 
things that are wicked: If things that are /umfal may yetbe ax- 
boly inthis fenfe ; much more are unlawiul things moi unholy 
in all {enfes. If God will not admit of that, which is Gefide Re- 
Lrotony he will Icffe endure that, which is agata(t Reltgion, And 
therctore if a common man muft not ferve at the Altar, how 
fhall he abide a wicked man to ftand there 2 No: he will not in- 
dure him, but he will caft him and his prayer into the feparation! € 
of an infinite and eternal diftance, Sse profanatis (acris peritara 
Troja perdidst primum Decs, So Troy entred into ruine when their 
prayers became unholy, and they profan’d the rites of their Re- 
ligion, 
2. Awicked perfon, while he remains in that condition, isnot 

the natural object of pity: “Acids ios Avlane's dat eraliws xaxone- 
Sévri, {aid Zeno; Mercy ts aforrow or a trouble at that mifery, which 
fals upon a perfon which deferv'd tt not, Andio Ariffotle defines it, ir 1s 
AUN Tig el TH WonpH TW avazis ruyyzvew, When we (ee the perfon 
deferves a ketter fortune, or 1s difpos’d to a fairer intreatic, then we! p 
naturally pity him,and Szzoz pleaded for pity to the Trojans, faying, 


—— Miferere animi non as gna fereatis, 


For who piticth the tears of a bafe man who hath treacheroufly 
murthered his friend > or who will lend a friendly figh, wkcn he 
fees a traitor to his country paffe forth through the execrable 
gates of citics.2 and when any circumftance of bafencfle, that is, 
any thing that takes of the excufe of infirmity, docs accom- 
| pany afin ( {uch as are ingratitude, perjury, perfeverance, delight,| & 
malice, treachery) then every man {corns the crimival, and God de- 
lights and rejoyces in, and laughs at the calamity of {uch a per- 
fon. When itelliuw with his hands bound behinde him, his 
Imperial robe rent, arid witha dejcéted countenance and an ill 
name was led to execution, every man curfed him, but no man 
. wept. 


The ‘Return of Prayers. 


A | wept. ‘Deformitas exttus mifertcordiam abjtulerat , faith Tacitus; 


The filthinefs of his life and death took away pitie. So it is with 
us inour prayers; while we love our fin, we muft nurfe all its 
children ; and when we roar in our luftful beds, and groan with the 
whips of an exterminating Angel, chaftifing thofe uamoyese fs. 
gmiguulas (as eAretas cals them) the lufts of the lower belly, 
wantonnefje, and its mother z#temperance, we feel the price of our 
fin, that which God foretold to be their iffues, that which he 
threatned us withall, and that which isthe natural confequent, 
and its certain expectation, that which we delighted in, and 
chofe, even then when we refufed God, and threw away felicity, 
and hated vertue. For punifhment is but the latter part of {in ; 
it isnot anew thing and diftiné from it: or if we will kifs the 
Hyena, or clip the Lamra about the neck, we have as certainly cho- 
fen the taile, and its venemous embraces, as the face and lip, 
Every man that fins againft God, and loves it, or, which is all 
one, continues init, for by interpretation that is love, hath all 
the circumftances of unworthinefs towards God ; he is unthank- 
full, and abreaker of his vows, and adefpifer of his mercies, 
and impudent againft his judgments, he is falfe to his profeffion, 
falic to his faith, he is an unfriendly perfon, and ufeth him bar- 
baroufly, who hath treated him with an affection not lefs then 
infinite ; and if any man does half fo much evil, and fo unhand- 
fomely to a man, we ftone him with ftones and curfes, with re- 
proach, and an unrelenting fcorn, And how then fhall fucha 
perfon hope that God fhould pitie him 2 For God better under- 
{tands, and deeper refents, and more effentially hates, and more 
fevercly exacts the circumftances and degrees of bafenefs, then we 
cando; and therefore proportionably {corns the perfon and de- 
rides the calamitie, Is not unthankfulnefs to God a greater bafe- 


I'nefs and unworthinefs then unthankfulnefs to our Patron> And 


isnothe as fenfible of it and more then we ? Thefe things are 
more then words ; and therefore if zo maz pities a bafe ‘perfon, 
let us remember, that #0 maz is fo bafe in any thing as in his un- 


_|handfome demeanour towards God. Do we not profcfs our 


felves his fervants, and yet ferve the Devil > Do we not live 
upon Gods provifion, and yet ftand or work at the command 
of 'luft, or avarice, humane regards and little interefts of the world? 
We call him Father, when we defire our portion, and yet {pend it 
in the focietic of all his enemies. In fhort; Let our actions to God 
and their circumftances be {uppofed to be done towards men, and 
we fhould {corn our felves ae ow then can we expe God fhould 
not {corn us, and reje& our prayer, when we have done all the 
difhonour to him, and with all the unhandfomenefs in the world > 
Take heed left we fall into a condition of evill, in which it fhall 
be faid, you may thank your felves; and be infinitely afraid left - 
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Serm, 1V, | the fame time we be in a condition of perfon, in which God will 
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upbraid our unworthinefs, and fcorn our perfons, and rejoyce 
in our calamitie, The firft is intolerable, the fecond is irremedia- 
ble ; the firft proclaims our folly, and the fecond declares Gods 
final juftice ; inthe firft there is no comfort, in the later there is 
no remedy ; that therefore makes-us miferable, and this renders us 
defperate. tet _ 

3 This great truth is further manifcfted by the neceffary and 
convenient appendages of prayer requir’d, or advis’d, or recom- 
mended in holy Scripture. For why is Fafling prefcribed toge- 
ther with prayer > For neither if we eat, are we the better, neither 
if we eat not, are we the worfe ; and God does not delight in that 
{ervice, the firft, {econd,and third part of which is nothing but pain 
and {elf-affliction, But therefore fafting is ufefull with praycr, 
becaufe it is a penall duty, and an action of repentance ; tor then 
onely God hears finners when they enter firft into the gates of 
repentance, and proceed inal! the regions of forrow, and careful- 
nefle ; and therefore we are commanded to faft, that we may fray 
with more fpirituality, and with repentance, that is, without the 
loads of meat, and without the loads of fin. Of the fame confi- 
deration it isthat almes are preicribed, together with prayer, be- 
caufe jt is a part of that charity, without which our fouls are enc- 
mies to all that, which ought to be “are | valued with our own 
lives, Butbefides this, we may cafily obferve what {peciall unde- 
cencies there are,which befides the generall malignity and demerit, 
are {peciall de/etertes and hinderanccs to our prayers, by irreconci- 
ling the perfon of him that prays, 

1, The firft is unmercifulnefle, "Oure &% icp Bapedy, Ere 8 a’y- | ' 
Spenivns pulcews apaipertoy + fAeov, faid Onc in Stoécus, and they 
were well ioyned together. He that takes Mercy from a Man is like 
him that takes an Altar from the Temple ; the Temple is of no ufe 
without anAltar,and the Man cannot pray without mercy;and there 
are infinite of prayers fent forth by men which God never attends 
toybut as to fo many fins,becaufe the men live in a courfe of rapine, 
or tyranny, or Oppreffion, or uncharitableneffe, or fomething that is 
moft contrary to God, becaufe it is unmercifull, Remember, that 
God fometimes puts thee into {ome images of his own relation. 
We beg of God for mercy, and our Brother begs of us for pity : 
and therefore Jet us deal equally with God and all the world. 
I fee my felfe fall by atoo frequent infirmity , and ftill { beg 
for pardon, and hope for pity: thy brother that offends thee, 
hee hopes fo too, and would fain have the fame meafure, and 
would be as glad thou wouldft pardon him, as thou wouldctft 
rejoyce in thy own forgiveneffe, I am troubled when God rejects 


|my prayer, or in ftead of hearing my petition, fends a judgement; 
\Isnot thy Tenant, or thy Servant, or thy Client fo to thee > does 


not | 
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A: nor he tremble at thy frown, and is of an uncertain foul till: Serm.] 
thou {peakeft kindly unto him, and obferves thy looks as he: 
watches the colour of the bean coming from the box of Sen! - 
‘tence, life or death depending on it > whenhe begs of thee for 
_| mercy, his paifion is greater, his neceffities more pungent,his appre- 
‘henfion more brisk, and fenfitive, his cafe dreffed with the cifcum- 
 ftances of pitie, and thou thy felf canft better feel his condition 
then thou doeft ufually perceive the earneftnels of thy own prayers 
to God ; and if thou regardeft not thy brother whom thou feeft, 
whofe cafe thou feeleft, whofe circumftances can afflict thee,whofe | 
B , Paflion is dreffed to thy fancy, and proportioned to thy capacitic, 
how fhall God regard thy diftant prayer, or be melted with thy 
cold defire, or foftned with thy dry ftory, or moved by thy unre- 
penting foul 2 If I be fad, I feck for comfort, and go to God 
and to the miniftric of his creatures for it; and is it not fut in 
God to ftop his own fountains, and feal the cifterns and little 
emanations of the creatures from thee, who fhutteft th hand, and 
fhutteft thy eye, and twifteft thy bowels againft thy brother, 
who would as fain be comforted as thou > It is a ftrange Jliacall 
paffson that fo hardens a mans bowels, that nothing proceeds 
‘from him but the name of his own difeafe; a Miferere met Deus, 
| a prayer to God for pitic upon him that will not thew pitie to 
rs, Weare troubled when God through feveritie breaks our 
|bones, and hardens his face againft us; but we think our poor 
brother is made of iron, and not of flefh and bloud ; as we are. 
God hath bound mercy upon us by the iron bands of neceffitie, 
and though Gods mercy is the meafure of his juftice, yet juftice 
is the meafure of our mercy ; andas we do to others, it thall be | 
done to us, even inthe matter of pardon and of bountie, of gen- 
tlenefs and remiffion, of bearing each others burdens, and fair 
D interpretation , forgive us our trespaffes, as we forgrve them that 
ivefbafs agatnft us, {owe pray. The final fentence inthis affair 
is recorded by St fames, He that fhews no mercy {hall have | James. 13 
jafitce without mercy: as thy poor brother hath groan d under thy | . 
crueltic and ungentle nature without remedic, {o fhale thou before 
the throne of God ;. thou fhalt pray, and sre and call, and cry, | 
and beg again, and in the midft of thy efpairing noifes be car- 
‘| Med into the regions of forrow, which never did and never fhall 
feel a mercy. God never can hear the prayers of an unmerciful 


2. Lust and uncleanneffe is a dire& enemy to the Praying mans 
an obftruction to his prayers; for this is not onely a propha- 
nation, buta direé& facriledge ; it defiles a Temple to the ground ; 
Ittakes from a man all affection to {piritual things, and mingles 
his very foul with the things of the worlds it makes his under- 
ftanding low, and his reafonings 7 and foolifh, and it deftroys 
| 3 
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-|the fpecies of uncleannefs ; and luft grows fo hard a cure, 


-of Virgins, and the holy Spirit is all love, and that is all puritie 
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his confidence, and all his manly hopes; it makes his {pirit light,( A 


effeminate, and tantaftick, and diflolves his attention, and makes: 
his minde fo to difaffe& all the objea&s of his defires, that when 

he prayes he is as uneaiie as an impaled perfon, or a condemned 

criminal upon_the hook or wheel; and it hath in it this evil 
quality, that a luftfal perfon cannot pray heartily againft his | 
{m3 he casnot defire his cure, for his will is contradictory to 
his Coileé&, and he would not that God fhould hear the words 
at his prayer, which he poor man never intended, For no! 
crime {o {cizes upon the will as that; fome fins ftcal an affe&ion, 
Or Obey a temptation, or fecure an interef{t, or work by the wa 

of underitanding, but luft feifes dire&ly upon the will, for the De- 
vil knows well that the lufts of the body are foon cured ; the un-' 
eafinefs that dwels there is a difeafe very tolerable, and every 
degree of patience can pa{s under it, But thercfore the Deval 
feifes upon the will, and that’s it that makes adulteries and all: 


becaufe the formalitie of it is, that it will not be cured ; the will 
loves it, and fo long as it does, God cannot love the Man; for | 
God is the Prince of purities, and the Son of God is the King: 


and all {piritualiry : And therefore the prayer of an Adultercr, 
or an unclean perion, 1s like the facrifices to (Moloch, or the rites 
of Flora, ubi (ato fpeitator effe xon potust, a good man will not 
endure them, much lefs wil! God entertain {uch reckings of the 
Dead {ea and clouds af Sodome, For fo an impure vapor begot- 
ten of the flime of the earth, by the feavers and adulterous 
hearts of an intemperate Summer Sun, ftriving by the ladder of a 
mountain to climb up to heaven, and rolling into various fi- 
sures by an uncafie, unfixed revolution, and {topp’d at the middle 
region of the air, being thrown from his pride and attempt of 
saffing towards the feat of the ftars, turns into an unwholfome 
ue and like the breath of hell is confin’d into a prifon of 
darknefs , and a cloud till ic breaks into difeafes, plagues and 
mildews, ftink and blaftings : {o is the prayer of anunchafte per- 
fon, it ftrives to climb the battlements of heaven, but becaufe 
itis a flame of fulphur, falt, and dituwmen, and was kindled in 
the difhonourable regions below, deriv’d from hell, and con- 
trary to God, it cannot pafs forth to the element of love, but ends 
in barrennefs and murmur, fantaftick expetations, and trifling 
imaginative confidences, and they at laft end in forrows and de- 
{fpair. * Every flate of fin is againft the poffibility of a mans 
being accepted; tut thefe have a proper venome againft the 
gracioufnels of the perfon, and the power of the prayer. God 
can never accept an unholy prayer, and a wicked man cali never. 
fend forth apy other ; the waters pafs through impure aqueducts 
an 
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—— 
A ;and channels of brimftone, and therefore may end 2 érimffone | Sperm. 1V. 

and fire, but never in forgivene(s, and the bleffing’s of an eternal 
charity. 

Henceforth therefore, never any more wonder that men pray 
{o feldome; there are few that feel the relifh, and are enticed 
with the delicioufnefs,. and refrefhed with the comforts, and 
inftructed with the fandticy, and acquainted with the fecrets of 
aholy prayet : But ceafe alfo to wonder, that of thefé few that 
fay many prayers, fo few finde any return of arly at all. To 
make up a good and a lawful prayer there muft be chatitie, | 
B | with all its daughters, s/mes, forgrvenefe, not judging itnchari- 
tably ; there muft be puritie of {pirit, that is, puritic of inten- 
tion; and there muft be puritie of the body and foul, that is, 
the cleannefs of chaftitie; and there muft be no vice remain- 
ing, no affeion to fin: for he that brings his body to God, 
and hath left his will in the power of any fin, offers to God 
the calves of his lips, but not a whole burnt-offering ; a lame 
‘oblation, but not a reafonable facrifice ; and therefore their por- 
tion fhall be amongft them whofe prayers were never record- 
ed in the book of life, whofe tears God never put into his 
C! bottle, whofe defires fhall remain ineffe@ual to eternal ages. 
Take heed you do not lofe your prayers; for by them ye hope 
to have eternal life; and let any of you, whole confcience is 
moft religious and tender, confider, whatcondition that man is in, 
that hath not faid his prayers in thirtie or fourtie years together ; 
and that is the true fate of him, who hath lived fo long in the 
courfe of an unfanctified Ife; in all that while he never {aid 
one prayer, that did him any good; but they ought to be 
reckoned to him upon the account of his fins, He that is in the 
Affettzon, or in the babst, or inthe (fate of any one fin whatfoever, 
-[—D is at fuch diftance from and contrarietie to God, that he pro- 
_|vokes God to anger in every prayer he makes; And then add 
but this confideration; that prayer is the great fumme of our 
Religion, it is the effet, and the exercife, and the beginning, 
and the promoter of all graces, and the confummation and perfe- 
Gion of many; and all thofe perfons who pretend towards hea- 
“| ven, and yet are not experienced in the fecrets of Religion, 
{they reckon their pietie, aud account their hopes, onely upon 

the ftock of afew prayers; it may be they pray twice every 
| day, it may-be thrice, and bleffed be God for it; fo far is ve 
E well 5 but if it fhall be remembred and confidered , that this 

‘courfe of pietie is fo far from warranting any one courfe| 
of fin, that any one habitual and cherifhed fin deftroies the | 
_ | effe@ of all that pietie, we fhall fee there is reafon to account | 
this to be one of thofe great arguments, with which God hath} | 
{fo bound the dutie of holy living upon us, that without a — | 

_.. se t__.. 


_ 


Oe eee 


56 


T he ‘Return of Prayers. 


er, Butif we be returaing and repenting finners, God delights to 
hear, becaufe he delights to {ave us : | 


-Sé precibus dixerunt numina ju stis 
Viila remolle[cunt 


When aman isholy, then God is gracious, and a holy life is 
the dest, and it isa contenual prayer 3 and repentance is the beft ar- 
gument to move God to mercy,becaufe it is the inftrument to unite 
our prayers to the interceffion of the Holy Jefus, 
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SERMON V. 
Part Il... 


Fter thefe evidences of Scripture, and reafon deriv'd from 
A its analogie, there will be lefs neceffitie to take any par- 
ticular notices of thofe little objeGions which are ufually 

made from the experience of the fuccefs and profperities of evill 
perfons. For true it is, there is in the world a gencration of men, 
that pray long and loud, and ask for vile things, fuch which they 
ought to fear, and pray againft, and yer they are heard 5 The fat up- 
on earth eat and worjbip: But if thefe men ask things hurtful and 
finful, it is certain God hears them nor in mercy: They pray to 
God as defpairing Saul did to his Armour-bearer, Sta fuper me & 
interfice me, fland upon me and kill me; and he that obey’d his 
voice did him difhonour and finn’dagainft the head of his King,and 
his own life. And the vicious perfons of old pray’d to Laverna, 


— Pulchva Laverna, 
Da mihi fallere, da juflum (anttum@g, urdert, 
Nottem peccatis & fraudibus objice nubem, 


Give mea profperous robbery, a rich prey, and fecret efcape, Iet 
me become rich with thieving and ftill be accounted holy, For 
every fortof man hath fome religion or other, by the meafures 
of which they proportion their lives and ig ba Now as 


§7 
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P P fal.22, 29. 


the holy Spirit of God teaching us to pray, makes us like himfelf | . 


in order to a holy and an effective prayer; and no man prayes well, 
but he that prayes by the Spirit of God, the frit of holizeffe, and he 
that prayes with the S = muft be made like to the Spirit, he is 
firft fanctified and made holy, and then made fervent, and then his 
prayer afcends beyond the cloud ; firft he is renewed in the fpirit of 
his minde, and then he 1s inflamed with holy fires, and guided by 
a bright ftar; firft purified and then lightned, then burning and 
fhining : fois every man in eyery of his prayers. He is alwayes 
like the fpirit by which he prayes: If he be a luftful perfon, he 
‘wae with a luftful {piri ; if he does not pray for it, he cannot 
eartily pray.againft it.if he be a Tyrant or an ufurper,a robber or a 
mur- 
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murtherer, he hath his Laverna too, by which all his defires are( A | 
guided, and his prayers directed, and his petitions furnifhed, He | 
cannot pray againft that {piric,that poffeffes him,and hath feifed up- 
on his will fe: affeétions : If he be fill’d with a lying {pirir, and be | 
conformed to it in the image of his minde, hewillbefoalfointhe| | 
expreffions of his prayer, and the fenfe of his foul. Since therefore 
no prayer can be good but that, which is taught by the Spirit of 
grace, none holy but the man, whom Gods {pirit hath fan@ified, 
and therefore none heard to any purpofes of bleffing, which the ho- 
ly Ghoft does not make for us( .for he makes interceffion for the 
Saints, the Spirit of Chrift is the precentor or the rettor chori the; B 
Mafter of the Quire) it follows that all other prayers being made 
with anevil Spirit muft have an evil portion; and though the 
Devils by their Oracles have given fome an{wers, and by their 
fignifications have foretold {ome futures ones inka and in their 
government and {ubordinate rule have affifted {ome armies,and dif- 
covered fome treafures, and prevented fome {nares of chance, and 
accidents of men, yet no man, that reckons by the meafures of rea- 
fon or religion, reckons witches and conjurers amongft bleffed and 
prof} ‘aaron perfons: thefe and all other evil perfons have an evil {pi- 
rit, by the meafures of which thcir defircs begin and proceed on} € 
to iffuc ; but this fuccefs of theirs neither comes from God, nor 
brings felicitie ; but if ic comes from God, #t ws anger, if it defcends 
upon good men, it # acurfe, if upon evil men, it is 4 fiz, and then 
it is a prefent curfe, and leads on to an eternal infelicitie. Plutarch 
reports, that the Tyrtans tied their gods with chains, becaufe certain 
perfons did dream, that Apollo faid, he would leave their City, and 
goto the partie of Alexander, who then befieged the Town: and 
Apollodorus tels of fome, that tied the image of Saturne with bands 
of wool upon his feet. Soare fome Chriftians; they think God 
is tied to their {e&, and bound to be of their fide and the inte-| p 
re{t of their opinion ; and they think, he can never go to the ene- 
mies partie, fo long as they charm him with certain forms of words 
or dilguifes of their own 5 and then all the fuccefs they have, and 
all the evils that are profperous, all the mifchiefs they do, and all 
the ambitious defigns that do fucceed, they reckon upon the ac- 
count of their prayers; and well they may ; for their prayers arc 
fins, and their defires are evil, they wifh mifchief,and i a act ini- 
quitie, ayd they enjoy their fin: and if this be a bleffing or a cur- 
fing, themfelves fhall then judge, and all the world thal perceive, 
when the accounts of all the world are truly ftated; then when| E 
profperitic fhall be called to accounts, and adverfitie fhall receive 
its comforts, when vertue fhall have a crown, and the fatisfa@tion 
of all finful defires fhall be recompenfed with an intolerable for- 
row, and the defpair of a perifhing foul. Nere’s Mother praied paf- 
fionately, that her fon might be Emperor ; and many perfons of 
: whom 
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A ; whom St James {peaks, pray to fpend upon thesr lufls, and they are 

"| heard too: fome were not; and very many are: and {fome, that 

fight againft a juft poffeflor of a country, pray, that their wars may 

be pro{perous ; and fometimes they have been heard too: and Fu- 

lian the Apoftate prayed, and facrificed, and inquired of Demons, 

and burned mans ficfh, and operated with fecret rites, and all chat 

he might craftily and powerfully oppofe the religion of Chrift, and 

he was heard too, and did mifchict beyand the malice and effcét 

of his predcceffors, that did {wim in Chriftian bloud : but when we 

{um up the accounts at the foor of their lives,or fo foon as the thing 

was underftood, and finde that the effect of Agrippina’s prayer was, 

that her fon murdered her; and of thofe lufttul petitioners, in 

St James, that they were given over tothe tyrannic and poffet 

fion of their paffions, and bafer appetites ; and the effect of Julian 

the Apoftates prayer was, shat he liv’d. and died a profeffed ene- 
my of Chrift; and the effec of the prayers of ufurpers is, that the 

do mifchief, and reap curf{es,and undo mankindec,and provoke God. 

and live hated,and die mi{crable,and fhall poffeffe the fruie of their 

fin to eternal ages; thefe will be no objections ta the truth of the 

former difcour{e, but greater inftances, that if by bearing our prayers 

C | we mean or intend a dlefsing, we muft allo by making prayers mean, 

| thac the maz firft be holy and his defives just and charitatle, before he 

can be admitted to the throne of grace, or converfe with God by 

the entercourfes of a prof{pcrous prayer, 

That’s the firft general, _2. Many times good men pray, and 
their prayer is not a fin, but yet it returns empty ; becaufe although 
the man be, yet the prayer is not in proper difpofition ; and here | 
am to account to you concerning the collateral and accidental hin- 
derances of the prayer of a good man. 

_ The firft thing that hinders the prayers of a good man from ob- 

[| taining its effcét is a violent anger, a violent ftorm in the {pirit of 
~ {him that prayes. For anger fets the houfe on fire, and all the {pi- 
rits are bufie upon trouble, and intend propulfion, defence, difplea- 
fure or revenge ; it is a fhost an 3 andan eternal enemy to 
difcouric, and fober counfels, and fair converfation ; it intends jts 
own obje& with all the carneftnefs of perception, or activity of de- 
fign, and a quicker motion of a too warm and diftempered bloud ; 

itis a fever inthe heart, and a calenuure in the head, and a fire in 

the face, and a {word in the hand, anda fury all over ; and there- 
fore cannever fuffcr a man to be in adifpofition te pray. For 

| E | prayer is anaétion and a ftate of entercoufe, and defire, _ 
| contrary to this character of anger. Prayer is an ation of likenets 

to the holy Ghoft, the Spirit of gentlenefs and dove-like {implicity ; 
an imitation of the holy Jefus, whofe Spirit is meek up to the great- 
nefs of the biggeft example. and a conformity to Gad, whole an- 
ger is alwayos juft, and marches flowly,. and is without tran{porta- 
| | : tion, 
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Serm, V. tion, and often hindred,and never hafty, and is full of mercy ; pray-| A 
er is the peace of our fpirit, the ftilnefs of our thoughts, the 
evennefs of recolle@ion, the feat of meditation, the reft of our 
cares, and the calme of our tempeft ; prayer is the iffue of a quiet 
minde, of untroubled thoughts, it is the daughter of charity, and 
the fifter of mecknefs ; and he that prayes to God with an angry, 
that is, with a troubled and difcompofed {pirit, is like him that 
retires into a battle to meditate, and fets up his clofet in the our 
quarters of an army, and chufes a frontier garrifon to be wife in. 
Anger is a perfc@ alienation of the minde from prayer, and there- 
fore is contrary to that attention, which prefents our prayers ina| B 
riviit line to God, For fo have I {een a lark rifing from his bed 
ot yrafs, and foaring upwards finging ashe rifes, and hopes to 
get tohcaven, and climb above the clouds; but the poor bird 
was beaten back with the loud fighings of an eaftcrn winde, and 
his motion made irregular and unconftant, defcending more at eve- 
ry breath of the tempeft, then it could recover by the libration and 
frequent weighing of his wings ; till the little creature was fore’d 
to fit down and pant, and ftay till the ftorm was over, and then it 
made a profperous flight, and did rife and fing as if it had learned 
mufick and motion from an Angel, as he paffed fometimes through} © 
the air about his minifteries here below : fo is the praycrs of a 

| good man; when his affairs have required bufinefs, and his bufi- 
nefs was matter of difcipline, and his difcipline was to paffe upon 
a finning perfon, or hada defign of charity, his duty met with the 
infirmities of a man, and anger was its inftrument, ahd the inftru- 
ment became ftronger then the prime agent, and raifed a tempeft, 
and overrul’d the man ; and then his prayer was broken, and his 
thoughts were troubled,and his words went up towards a cloud,and 
his thoughts pull’d them back again, and made them without in- 
tention; and the good man fighs for his infirmitic, but muft be} D 
content to lofe that prayer, and he muft recover it, when his anger 
is removed, and his {pirit is becalmed, made even as the brow of 
Fefusy and {mooth like the heart of God; and then it afcends to 
heaven upon the wings of the no’ dove, and dwels with God, till 
it returns like the ufeful Bee, loaden with a bleffing and the dew of 
heaven, 
But befides this;anger is a combination of many other things,every 
one of which is an encmy to prayers it 1s Av'an,and érekic and Tipw- 
e/a,and it is Cloicnand it is 2eg@.,and it is x0Aeoic,and émitipenotc, 
{0 it 1s in the {everal definitions ot it,and in irs natural conftitution.It,; B 
hath in it the trouble of forvow,and the heats of /uft,and the difeafe of 
revenge,and the boylings of a feaver, and the rafhnets of pracipitancy, 
and the difturbance of perfecutton ; and therefore is a certain effc- 
Ctive enemy againft prayer ; which ought to be a {pirimal joy, and 

lan a&t of mortification; and to have in it no heats but of a 

an 
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A : and zeal; and they are to be guided by prudence and confideration, 
and allaicd with the deliciouinefs of mercy,&cthe ferenity of a meek 
and a quiet {pirit ; and therefore St Paul gave caution, that the (un 
Should not go down upon our anger, meaning, that it should not flay upon 
us tell evening prayer ; for it would hinder our evening facrifice ; but 
the ftopping of the firft egreffions of anger, is a certain artifice of 
the Spirit of God to prevent unmercifulnefs, which turns not onely 

| our defires into vanity, but our prayers into fin ; and remember 
that Elsjba’s anger, though it was alfo zeal, had fo difcompofed his 
{pirit,when the two Kings came to enquire of the Lord,that though 

‘| B | he was a good man and a Prophet, yet he could not pray, he could 
not inqutre of the Lord, till by reft and mufick he had a him- 
felf into the evennefs of a difpaffionate and recolle&ed mind; there- 
fore let your prayers be without wrath. BéAcra: @urds avad DeSar 

| did cypbiaay, indre megatpy wr dig Balpess subapeeyo 9 fuyaes- 
sthoavres, pndev appacsnua 1 mabG emiplpedai ry hoya, for God 
by many fignifications hath taught us, that when men go to the al- 
tars to pray, or to give thanks, they muft — no fin, or violent 

paffion along with them to the facrifice, faid Philo, 
2. Indifferency and eafine{s of defire is a great enemy to the fuc- 

C| cefs of a good mans prayer ; When Plato gave Diogenes a great 
veffel of Wine, who ask d bur a little, and afew Carrawaies, the 
Cynic thank’d him with his rude expreflion ; (um interrogaris, quot 
fint duo & duo, refpondes vigints 5 tta non fecundum ea, qué rogaris, 
das, nec ad ety qué interrogarts, respondes: “ Thou neither anfwereft 
“to the queftion thou art asked, nor giveft according as thou art 
<defired ; but being inquired of, how many are two and two,thou 
< anfwereft twenty. So it is with God and us in the entercourfe of 
our prayers: we pray for health, anid he gives it us; it may be, 
a cena that carries us to eternal life: we pray for neceffary 

D | fupport for our perfons and families, and he gives us more then 
we need: we beg for a removal of a prefent fadnefs, and he gives 
us that, which makes-us able to bear twenty fadneffes, a cheerful 
{pirit, a peaceful confcience, and a joy in God, as an antepaft of 
eternal ani in the Kingdome of God, Bur then although 
God doth very frequently give us beyond the matter of our defires, 
yet he does not fo often give us great things beyond the fpirit of our 
defires, beyond the quicknefs, vivacity, and fervor of our mindes ; 
for there is but one thing in the world, that God hates befides4in, 
that is, zdefferency and lukewarmne{s ; which although it hath not in 

itthe dire& nature of fin, yet it hath this teftimony from God, 
that it is loathfome and abominable, and excepting this thing alone, 
God never {aid fo of any thing in the New Teftament, but what 
was a dire& breach of a commandement, The reafon of it is, be- 

caufle lukewarmne{s or an indifferent fpirit is an undervaluing of 

| God and of Religion, it is a feparation = reafon from ican, | 
| and 


See 2.Sermon 
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and a perfeét conviction of the underftanding to the goodnefs of 
a duty, but a refufing to follow what we underttand. — For he that 
is lukewarm alwayes underftands the better way, and {eldome put 
{ues it; he hath fo much reafon as is fufficient, but he will not 
obcy it; his will does not follow the dictate of his underftanding, 
and therefore it is unnatural, It is like the phantaftick fires of the 
nicht, where there is light and no heat, and therefore may pafs on 
to tic reall fires of hell, where there 1s beat and no light ; and there- 
fore although az aé of lukewarmnefs is only an undecency, and no fin; 
yet 4 {tate of lukewarmnefs is criminal, and finful ftate ot imperiedti- 
on and undecency ; an aé of tnaifferency hinders a fingle prayer 
from being accepted s but a ftateot it makes the perfon ungractous 
and defpifed in the Court of heaven: and therefore St James in his 
accouiits concerning an effective prayer, not only requires, that he 
be a juft man, who prayes, but his prayer muft be fervent, Stross 
Dinals évepyepim, an effettual fervent prayer, {o our Englifh reads 
it; it mutt be an intent, zealous, bufie, operative prayer ; for con- 
fider, what a huge undecency it is, that a man fhould {peak to God 
for a thing, that he values not; orthat he fhould not valve a thing, 
without which he cannot be happy 3 or that he fhould {pes his re- 
ligion upon a trifle; and if it be nota trifle,that he thould xo fbexd 
his affections upon it. If our prayers be for temporal things, I 
fhall not need to ftir up your affections to be paflionate tor their 
purchafe,we defire them greedily, we run after them intemperatiy, 
we are kept from them with huge impatience, we are delaied with 
inanite regret, we prefer them betore our duty, we ask them unfea- 
{onably ; we receive them with our own prejudice, and we carenot; 
we cuufe them to our hurt and hinderance, & yet delight in the pur- 
chafesand when we do pray for them,we can hardly bring our {elves 
to it,to fubmit to Gods will,but will have them(if we can) whcther 
he be pleafed or no 3 like the Parafite in the Comedy, Quz comedit 
quod fuit & quod non fut, he eat all and more then all, what was fet 
betore him, and what was keptfrom him, But then for {piricual 
things, for the intereft of our fouls, and the affairs of the Kingdom, 
we pray to God ‘with juft fuch a zeal, as a man begs of the Chirur- 
geon to cut him of the ftone ; or a condemned man defires his exe- 
cutioner quickly to pur him out of his pain, by taking away his 
life ; when things are come to that pafs, it muft be dou, but God 
knows with what little complacency and defire, the man makes his | 
requeit: And yet the things of religion and the fpirit, are the one- 
ly things, that ought to be defired vehemently, and purfued paffio- 
nately, becaufe God hath fet fuch a value upon them, that they are 
the effects of his greateft loving kindnefs; they are the purcha- 
fes of Chrifts bloud, and the effe& of his continual interceffion, 
the fruits of his bloudy facrifice, and the gifts of his healing and 
faving mercy, the graces of Gods Spirit, and the oncly eres 
| O 
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A; offelicicy ; and if we can have fondneffes for things indifferent, or | Sera, V:; 
dangcrous,our prayers upbraid our {pirits, when we beg coldly and 
tamcly for thoie things,for which we ought to die, which are more |. 
precious then the globes of Kings, and weightier then Imperiall 
Scepters, richer then the {poils of the Sea,or the treafures of the Z- 
dian hills. | 
He that is cold and tame in his hs hath not tafted of the 
| delicioufnefs of Religion, and the goodnels of God; he is a ftran- 
ger to the {ecrets of the Kingdom, and therefore he does not know, 
what it is either to have hunger or fatiery; and therefore neither are 
B | they hungry for God, nor fatisfied with the world, but remain 
{tupid and inapprehenfive, without refolucion and determination, 
never chuling clearly, nor purfuing carneftly ; and therefore never 
enter into poffeffion, but alwayes ftand at the gate of wearineffe, 
unneceffary caution, and perpetual irrefolution, But fo it is too 
often in our prayers 3 we come to God, becaute it is civill {0 to do, 
and a general cuftome, but neither drawn thither by love, nor 
pinch’d by fpiritual neceffities, and pungent apprehenfions; we 
fay {9 many prayers, becaufe we are refolved {oto do, and we 
paffe through them, fometimes with a little attention, fome- 
C | times with none at all, and can we think, that the grace of 
Chaftity can be obtain’d at fuch a purchafe, that grace, that 
hath coft more labours then all the perfecutions of faith, and 
all the difputes of hope, and all the expence of charity be- 
fides, amounts to? Can we expe, that our finnes fhould be 
wathed by a lazie prayer 2 Can an indifferent prayer quench the 
flames of hell, or refcue us from an eternal forrow ? Is luf fo 
{oon overcome, that the very naming it can’mafter it? Is the De- 
vill fo flight and eafie an enemy, that he will tlie away from us at 
the firft word, fpoken without power, and without vehemence ? 
D | Read and attend to the accents of the prayers of Saints. J ersed 
day and night before thee, O Lords my foul refufed comfort; my 
throat is dry with calling upon my God, my knees ave weak through 
fafling ; and, Let me alone, faies God to Vofes; and, J will not let thee 
go till thou haft bleffed me, laid Jacob tothe Angel. And [I fhall 
tell you a fhort character of a fervent prayer out of the pradife of 
St Hierome, in his Epiftle ad Euftocheum de cuflodia virgenstatis, 
“‘ Being defticute of all help I threw my {elf down atthe feet of 
cc a I water’d his feet with tears, and wiped them with my 
‘Chair, and mortified the luft of my flefh with the abftinence and 
E |“ hungry diet of many weeks; | remember, that in my crying to 
“ God, Idid frequently joyn the night and the day, and never did 
‘C entertain to pa ee ceafe from beating my breft,till the mercy of 
“the Lord brought to me peace and freedome from temptation, 
‘¢ After many tears, and my eyes fixed in heaven, I thought my 
< {elf fomctimes encircled with troops of Angels, and then at laft I 
| : 3 G 2 
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a a 
senm, V. ;“fang to God, we mill run after thee into the (mell and delictouf-; A 
“ nefje of thy preciow ointments; {uch a prayer as this will never 
<¢ return without its errand, But though your perfon be as gracious 
as David or fob, and your defire as holy as the love of Angels, 
and your neceffities great as anew penitent, yet it pierces nor the 
clouds, unlefs it be alfo as loud as thunder, paffionate as the cries 
of women, and clamorous as #ecefiitze. And we may guefs at the 
degrees of importunity by the iniumuation of the Apoftle : Let the 
married abftain for atime, ut Vacent orattont CP jejunto, that they may 
attend to Prayer ; it isa great attendance, and a long diligence, that 
is promoted by {uch a feparation ; and {fuppofes a devotion, that| B 
fpends more then many hours; for ordinary prayers, and many 
hours of every day might well enough confift with an ordinary co- 
habitation ; but that which requires {uch a feparation cals for a lon- 
ger time and a greater attendance,then we utual!y confider.For eve- 
ry prayer we make, is confidered by God, and recorded in heaven; 
but cold prayers are not put into the account in order to eftcét and 
acceptation ; but are laid afide like the buds of rofes, which a cold 
winde hath nip’d into death, and the difcoloured tawny face of an In- 
a a : and when in order to your hopes of obtaining a great 
bleffing, you reckon up your prayers, with which you have foli-} € 
cited your {uit in the court of heaven, you muft reckon, not by 
the number of the colleés, but by your fighs and paffions, by the 
vehemence of your defires, and the fervour of your {pirit, the 
apprehenfion of your need, and the coniequent proiccution of your 
fupply. Chrift pray’d xeguyai's igvegi's web loud cryings, and Saint 
Paul made mention of his icholars in his prayers “ght and day, Fall 
upon your kneés and grow there, and let not your defires cool, 
nor your zeal remit, but renew it again and again, and let not 
your offices and the cuftome of praying put thee in minde of thy} | 
need, but let thy need draw thee to thy holy offices ; and remem-| D 
ber, how great a God, how glorious a Majeftie you {peak to, there- 
fore let not your devotions and addreffes' be little. Remember, 
how great a need chou haft ; let not your defires be lefs, Remember, 
how great the thing 18, you pray for ; do not undervalue it with thy in- 
differency. Remember , that prayer ts an ai of Relegton 5 \ct: it 
therefore be made thy bufinefs: and laftly, Remember that God 
hates a cold prayers and therefore will never blefs it, but it hall be 
| alwayes ineffectual. 
| 3. Under this title of lukewarmnefs and tepidity may be com- | 
prifed alfo thefe Cautions : that a good mans prayers are fome-| E 
| times hindred by izadvertency, fometimes by want of perfeverance. 
| For inadvertency or want of attendance to the fenfe and intention 
of our prayers, it is certainly an effect of lukewarmneds, and a cer- 
‘tain companion and appendage to humane infirmity ; and is onely 
fo remedied, as our prayers are made zealous, and our sila 
|. | | pafie | 
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Se TC ES 
A’ | paffe into the ftrengths of the Spirit. But if we were quick in our! Sern. V; 
perceptions, either concerning our danger,or our need,or the excel- i 
lency of the obje&, or the glories of God, or the niceties and per- 
fe&tions of Religion, we fhould not dare to throw away our prayers 
{o like fools, or come to God and fay a prayer with our minde 
ftanding at diftance, trifling like untaught boys at their books, with 
a truancly fpirit. I fhall fay no more to this, but that in reafon, we 
can never hope, that God in heaven will hear our prayers, which 
we our felves fpeak and yet hear not gt the fame time, when we 
our felves {peak them with inftruments joyned to our ears ; even 
B | with thofe organs, which are parts of our hearing faculties, If they 
be not worth our own attending to, they are not worth Gods hear- 
ing; If they are worth Gods attending to, we muft make them fo by 
our own zeal, and paffion, and induftry, and obfervation, and a pre- 
fent and a holy {pirit. 

But concerning perfeverance, the confideration is fomething 
diftin&. For when our prayer is for a great matter, and a great 
neceflity, ftriétly attended to, yet we purfue it onely by chance or 
humour, by the ftrengths of fancy, and natural difpofition; or 
elfe our choice is cool as foon as hot, like the emiffions of light- 


| 
C ‘ning, or like a fun-beam often interrupted with a cloud, or cool’d| 


with intervening fhowers : and our prayer is without fruit becaufe 
the defire lafts not, and the prayer lives like the repentance of 
Simon Magus, or the trembling - Felix, or =r ews devotion for 
{even dayes of unleavened bread, during the Pafleover, or the featt 
of Tabernacles ; but if we would fecure the bleffing of our prayers, 
and the effe& of our prayers, we muft never leave till we have ob- 
tain’d what we need. | 
There are many that pray againft a temptation for a moneth to- 
'gether, and fo long as the prayer is fervent, fo long the man 
D hath anolition, and adire& enmity againft the luft ; he confents 
| not all that while ; but when the moneth is gone, and the prayer is 
removed, or become lefs active, then the temptation returns, 
and forrages, and prevails, -and feifes upon all our unguarded 
ftrengths. ‘There are {ome defires, which have a period, and Gods 
vifitations expire in mercy at the revolution of acertain number 
of dayes ; and our prayer muft dwell fo long, as Gods anger abides; 
and in all the ftorm we muft out-cry the noife of the tempeft, 
and the voices of that thunder. But if we become hardned, and 
‘by cuftome and cohabitation with the danger lofe our fears, and 
E ‘abate; of our defires and devotions, many times we fhall finde, 
‘that Ged by a fudden breach upon us will chaftife us for let- 
ting our hands go down. Jfrael prevailed no longer then A4ofes 
held up his hands in prayer ; and he was forced to continue his| 
prayer, till che going downof the Sun; that is, till the danger | 


was Over, till the battell was done. But when our defires, and | 
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Crate: V. | prayer are in the matter of {piritual danger, they mutt never be re- 
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mitted,becaufe our danger continues for ever,and therefore fo muft 
our watchfulne(s, and our guards Vult entm Deus rogarisvult cogs vult 
quadam importunitate vinci (ays St Gregory) God loves to be invited, 
tntreated,smportun’d with an unquict reftlets defire and a perfevering 
prayer. Xp adiarciarws du year tng meg Td Seiov Spnomerac, 
faid Proclw, That’s a holy and a religious prayer, that never gives 
over,but renews the praycr,and dwels upon the defire; for this onl 

iseffectual, AnSu'vovts Fegra xegimyvot paxapes TEALBs01, God 
hears the perfevering man,and the unwearied prayer, For it is very 
confiderable,that we be very curious to obferve ; that many times a 
luft is (opéta, non mortua, it isa {leep ; the enemy ts at truce, and at 
quiet tor a while, but not conquered,not dead;and if we put off our 
armour too {oon, we lofe all the benefit of our former war,and are 
{urprifed by indiligence and a carelefs guard. For God fomitimes 
bindes the Devil in a fhort chain, and gives his fervants refpite, that 
they may feel the fhort pleafures of a peace, aud the reft of inno- 
cence,& perceive,what are the eternal felicities of heaven,where it 
fhall be fo for ever; But then we muft return to our warfare again; 


and every {econd aflault is more troublefome, becaufe it finds our | 


{pirits at cafe,and without watchfulnefs, and delighted with a {piri- 
tual reft,and keeping holiday. But Ict us take heed ; for whatfoever 
temptation we can be troubled withall by our naturall temper, or 
by the condition of our life, or the evil circumftances of our condi- 


tion, fo long as we have capacity to feel it,fo long we are in danger, 


and muft watch thereunto with prayer and continual diligence. d 
when your temptations let you alone,let not you God alone;but lay 
up prayers and the bleifings of a conftant devotion againft the day 
of trial. Well may your temptation fleep, but if your prayers do fo, 
you may chance to be awakened with an affault, that may ruin you. 
However, the rule is eafie ; Whatfoever you need, ask it of God fo 
long as you want it, even till you have it, For God therefore man 
times dcfers to grant,that thou mayft perfevere to ask; and becauls 
every holy prayer is a glorification of God by the confeffing many 
of his attributes,a lafting & a perfevering prayer is a little image of 
the Allellujahs and fervices of eternity;it is a continuation to do that 
according to our meafures,which we fhall be doing to eternal ages: 
therefore think not,that five or fix hearty prayers can fecure to thee 
a great bleffing,and a fupply of a mighty neceffity.He that prays fo, 
and then leaves off, hath faid fome prayers, and done the ordina 


offices of his Religion, but hath not fecured the bleffing, nor ufed | 


means reafonably proportionable to a mighty intereft. | 
4. The prayers of a good man are oftentimes hindered,and defti- 
ture of their effect,for want of prayigg in good company; for fome- 
times an evil or an obnoxious perfon hath fo fecured & afcertained 
a mifchief to himfelf,- that he that ftaies in his company or his pa 
| : C 


A 
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A | fick muft alto thare in his punifhment : and the Tyriaz failers with | Srau. V. 
all their vows and prayers could not obtain a profperous voyage, fo 
long as Jonas was within the Bark;for in this cafe the intereft is divi- 
ded, and the publick fin prevails above the private piety. When the 
Philofopher asked a pennie of e4ntigonw, he told him it was too 
little for a King to give; when he asked atalent, he told him 
it was too much for a Philofopher to receive ; for he did purpofe to 
couzen his own charitie, and elude the others neceffitie, upon pre- | - 
tence of a double inequalitie, -So it is in the cafe of a good man 
mingled in evil company : ifa curfe be too fevere for a good man, 

B | 4 mercy is not to be expected by evil company ; and his rayer, 

_ | when it ts made in common, mutt partake of that event 3 things 
which is xis pou to that focietie. The purpofe of this caution, is, 
that every good man be careful, that he do not mingle his devoti- 

- | Onin the communions of heretical perfons, and in {chifmatical 
conventicles ; for although he be like them, that follow Abfalom in 
the fimplicity of their heart, yet his intermedial fortune, and the 
event of his prefent affairs may be the fame with Aéfaloms ; and it 
is not a light thing,that we curioufly chufe the parties of our Com- 
munion, I do not fay it is neceflary to avoid all the focietie of evil 

C| perfons ; for then we must go out of the world; and when we have 
thrown out a drunkard, poflibly we have entertain’d an hypocrite ; 
or when a {wearer is gone,an oppreffor may ftay ftill ; or if that be 
remedied, yet pride 1s foon difcernable, but not eafily judicable : 
but that which 1s of caution in this queftion is, that we never min- 
gle with thote, whofe very combination is a fin; fuch as were 
Corab and his company that rebelled againft Afofes their Prince s 
and ‘Dathaz and eAb:ram that made a {chifme in Religion againft 
Aaron the Prieft: for fo faid the Spirit of the Lord, Come out from 
the congregation of thefe men, left ye peri{h in thetr company; and all 

D | thofe that were abufed in their communion, did pert{h tz the gain- 
fayeng of Corah, Itisa fad thing to {ee a good man couzened by 
fair pretences, and allured into an evil fnare ; for befides, that he 
dwels in danger, and cohabits with a dragon, ~and his vertue may 
change by evil per{wafion, into an evil dit pofition, from {weeme(s 
to bitternefs, from thence to evil {peaking,. from thence to believe 
alye, and from believing to praGife it; befides this, it isa very 
great fadnefs,that {uch a man fhould lofe all his prayers to very ma- 
ny purpofes ? God will not re{pe& the offering of thofe men, who. 
affemble by a peevith fpirit; and therefore a God in pity re- 

EB gards the defires of a | aes man,if innocently abufed,yet as it unites: 
in that aflembly, God will not hear it to any purpofes of bleifing, 
and holinefs; unlets we keep the unity of the (perst in the Lond of peace , 
we cannot have the blefling of the Spirit in the returns of a holy 
prayer ; and all thofe affemblics, which meet together againft God 
or Gods Ordinance, may pray and call, and cry loudly, and fre- 


quently, | 
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Seru.V. | quently, and ftill they provoke God to anger; and many times he; A 
will not have fo much mercy for them as to deny them ; but lets 
them profper in their fin,till 1t {wels to intolerable and impardona- 
ble. * But when good men pray with one heart, and in a boly af- 
fembly, that is, holy t2 thetr defires, lawful sn thetr authority, though the 
rfons be of different complexions, thez the prayer flies up to God 
like the hymns of a Quire of Angels; for God, that made body and 
{oul to be one man, and God and man to be one Chrift, and three 
perfons are one God, and his praifes are fung to him by Quires,and 
the perfons are joyned in orders,and the orders into hierarchies,and 
all, thar God may be ferved by unions and communities, loves that} B 
his Church fhould imitate the Concords of heaven, and the unions 
of God, and that every good man fhould promote the interefts of 
his prayers by joyning in the communion of Saints in the unions of 
obedience and charity, withthe powers that God and the Laws 
have ordained. | 
The {um is this, If the man that makes the a be an unholy 
erfon, his prayer is nat the inftrument of a bleffing, but a curfe ; 
ae when the finner begins to repent truly, then his defires begin 
tobeholy. But ifthey be holy, and juft, and good, yet they are 
witout profit and effe&, if the prayer be made in {chifme, oran| C 
evil communion, or if it be made without attention, or if the man 
{oon gives Over, OF if the prayer be not zealous, or if the man be 
angry. There are very many wayes for a good man to become un- 
bleffed and unthriving in his prayers, and he cannot be fecure unlefs 
he be in the ftate of grace, and his {pirit be quiet, and his minde be 
attentive, and his fociety be lawful, and his defires earneft, and paf- 
fionate,and his devotions perfevering,|afting till his needs be ferved, 
or exchanged for another bleffing ; fo chat, what Lelzus (apud Cicer. 
de fenefute) {aid concerning old age, neque tn fumma tnopta leuts effe 
feneBus poteft, ne faptents quidem, nec tnjiptents etiam in (umma copta| Pp 
non gravis; that awife man could not Lear old age sf it were extremely 
poor ; and yet if it were very rich, 2t were intolerable to a fool; we may 
{ay concerning our prayers; they are fins and unholy, if a wicked 
man makes them ; and yet if they be made by a good man,they are 
ineffective, unlefs they be improved by their seg difpofitions. 
A good man cannot prevail in his prayers, if his defires be cold, 
ant his affections trifling, and his induftry foon weary, and his fo- 
ciety criminal ; and if all thefe a of prayer be obferved, 
yet they will do no good to an evil man ; for his prayer that begins 
in fin, {hall end in forrow. E/ 
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circumftances of piety are requir’d to make us fit to 

be interceflors for others, and to pray for them with 

probable effe& > I fay weth probable effet; for when the event 
principally depends upon that, which ts not within our own ele@i- 
on, fuch as are the lives and ations of others, all that we can con{- 
der in this affair is, whether we be perfons fit to pray in the 
behalf of others, that hinder not, but are perfons within the limit 
C | and poffibilities of the prefent mercy. When the Emperor Aaxt- 
minus was {mitten with the wrath of God, and a {ore difeafe, 
for his cruel perfecuting the Chriftian caufe, and putting fo many 
thoufand innocent and holy perfons to death, and he underftood 
the voice of God and the accents of thunder, and difcerned, thar 
cruelty was the caule, he revoked their decrees made againft the 
Chriftians, recall’d them from their caves and deferts,their fané@tu- 
aries, and retirements, and enjoyned them to pray for the life and 

| health of their Prince. They did fo, and they who could com- 
| mand mountains to remove, and were obeyed, they who could. 
[—D| do miracles, they who with the key of prayer could open Gods 
four clofets, of the womb andthe grave, of providence and ratne, 
could not obtain for their bloudy Emperour one drop of mercy, 
but he muft die mifcrable for ever. God would not be intreated 
for him, and though he loved the prayer becaufe he loved the | 
Advocates, yet Maximinus was not worthy to receive the bleffing, 
And it was threatned to the rebellious people of Z{rael, and by them 
to all people, that fhould fin grievoufly againft the Lord, God 
would break their ftaff of tread, and even the righteous fhould 
not be prevailing interceffors; Though Noah, Job, or Daniel 
were there, they |bould deliver Lut their own fouls by thesr righte- 

j oufefs  fatth the Lord God; and when eAbrabam prevailed very 
far with God in the behalf-of Sodom, and the five Cities of the 
Plain ; it had its period ; If there had been ten righteous in Sodom, 

it fhould have been {pared for their {akes,but four only were found, 
and they only delivered their own fouls too; bur neither their 


| righteon=]| sf 


Nc I am to enquire and confider, what degrees and 


Ezek. i4, 14. 
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Serm.VI. | righteoufnefle, nor e4brabams prayer prevailed any further; and) A 
rjoh.s.16. | WE have this cafe alfo mentioned in the New Teftament; Jf ax y| | 
man fee hes brother fin a fin which & not unto death, be Jbali ask, and\ 
he fall give him Isfe for them that fiz not unto death, At his 
prayer the finner fhall receive pardon; God fhall geve him Isfe 
for them, to him that prayes in their He that fin; provided it 
be not a fin unto death, For there w 2 fin unto death, tut I do not 
(ay that be {hall pray for it, There his Commffion expires, and his 
power is confin’d.For there are fome fins of that ftate and greatnefs 
that God will not pardon, St Auffsn in his books ae (ermone Domint 
in monte affirms it,concerning fome one fingle fin of a perfe& ma-| B 
lice. It was alfo the opinion of Origen and eAthanafim, and is fol- 
lowed by venerable Bede ; and whether the Apoftle means a pecu- 
liar ftate of fin, or fome one fingle great crime which alfo fuppofes 
a precedent and a prefent ftate ‘of criminal condition; it is fucha 
thing as will hinder our prayers from prevailing in their behalf; we 
are therefore not encouraged to pray, becaufe they cannot receive 
the benefit of Chrifts interceflion, and therefore much lefs of our 
Advocation, which only can prevail by vertue and participation of 
his mediation, For whomfoever Chrift prays, for them we pray, 
that is, forall them, that are within the covenant of repentance, | C 
for all whofe actions have not deftroied the very being ot Religion, 
who have not renounc’d their faith,nor voluntarily quit their hopes, 
nor openly oppofe the Spirit of grace, nor grown bya long pro- 
greffe to a rcfolute and finall impiety, nor done injuitices greater 
then forrow, or reftstution, or recompenfe, or acknowledgment. How- 
ever, though it may be uncertain and difputed concerning the num- 
ber of fis unto death,and therefore to pray,or not to pray,is not mat- 
ter of duty; yet it is all one, as to the effect, whether we know them 
orno; for though we intend charity, when we pray for the work 
of men, yet concerning the event God will take care, and will cer-| D 
tainly return thy prayer upon thy own head, though thou didft de- 
fire it fhould water and retrefh thy neighbours drinefs ; and St Fohx 
fo expreffes it, as if he had -left the matter of duty undetermin’d ; 
becaufe the inftances are uncertain; yet the event is certainly none at 
all,therefore becaufe we are not encouraged to pray, and becaufe it 
is a fin unto death, that is, {uch a fin that hath no portion in the pro- 
miles of life, and the itate of repentance, But now, fuppofe the 
;man, for whom:we pray, to be capable of mercy, within the 
covenant of repentance, and not far from the Kingdom of hea- 
ven; yet, , E 
2ly, No prayers of others can further prevail,then to remove this : 
perfon to the next {tage in order to felicity. When S, Monica pray- 
ed for her fon, the did not pray to God to fave him, but to convert 
him ; and when God intended to reward the prayers and almes of 
Cornelzusshe did not do it by giving him a Crown, but by fending an 
Apottle | 
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A | Apoftle to him to make him a Chriftian; the meaning of| Seam: VI: 


C 


which obfervation is, that we may underftand, that as in the perfon |: 


prayed for,there ought to be the great difpofition of being in a fave-|_ 


able condition;{o there ought alfo to be al the intermedia] aptnefics: 
for juft as he is difpofed, focan we prevail, and the prayers of a 
good man firft prevail in behalf ofa finner, that he fhall be invited, 
that he fhall be reproved, and then that he fhall attend to it, then 
that he fhall have his heart open’d, and then that he fhall repent : 
And ftill a good mans prayers follow him through the feveral. 
ftages of pardon, of fan@ification, of reftraining graces, of a 
mighty providence, of great affiftance, of perfeverance, and a 
holy death, No prayers can prevail upon an undifpofed perfon. 


For the Sun himfelf cannot enlighten a blind eye, nor the foul move |. 


a body whofe filver cord is loofed, and whole joynts are untied 
by the rudeneffe and diffolutions of a pertinacious fickneffe. 
But then, fuppofe an cye quick, and healthful, or apt to be refrefhed 
with light and a friendly pro{peét, yet a glow-worm or a diamond, 
the fhels of pearl, ora dead mans candle, are not enough to make 
him difcern the beauties of the world, and to admire the glories of 
creation. Therefore, | ; | 

2. As the perfons muft be capable for whom we pray, fo they 
that pray for others muft be perfons extraordinary in fomething ; 
I. It perfons be of az extraordinary piety, they are apt to be inter- 
ceffors for others. This appears in the cafe of Job: When the 
wrath of God was kindled againft €liphaz, and his two friends, 
God commanded them to offer a facrifice, but my fervant Job {ball 


_| pray for you, for him will I accept: and it was fo in the cate of the 


prevaricating Ifraelites ; God was full of indignation againft them, 
and {mote.them, Thea flood up Phinchas and prayed, and the plague 
ceafed, For this man was a good man, and the {pirit of an extraor- 


Dj cinary zeal filled him, and he did glory to God in the execution 


| yor Imri and his tair AZadzanite, And it was a huge bleffing, that 
a 


s entail’d upon the pofterity of eAbvabam, Ifaac, and Jacob ; be- 
caufe they had a great Religion, a great power with God, and their 
extraordinary did con{ift elpecially in the matter of prayers and 
devotion; for that was eminent in them befides their obedience : for 
{0 “Maimonides tcls concerning them, that Abraham firft inftituted 
Morning proyer, The affaires of Religion had not the fame conftitu- 
tion then as new. They worfhipped God never but at their AZemo- 
rials, and in piaces, and feldome times of {eparation. They bowed 
their head when they came to a hallowed ftone, and upon the top 
of theer flaff, and worfhipped when they came to a confecrated 
pillar, but this was feldome ; and they knew pot the fecrets and the 
privi‘edges of a frequent prayer, of intercourfes with God by 
cjaculations, and the advantages of importunity : and the Do&ors 
of the Jews, that record the prayer of Noah, who in all reafon ge 

 t 


Chap. 42.7,8. 
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Serm, VI, ,tlie fecret beft, becaufe he was to teaeh it to all the world, yet have; A 
cran{mitted to us but a fhort prayer of fome feven lines long ; and 
this he onely faid within the Ark, in that great danger, once ona 
day, provoked by his fear, and ftirred up by a Religion then made 
actual, inthofe dayes of forrow and penance, But in the defcen- 
ding ages, when God began to reckon a Church in Abrabam’s fami-|_ 
ly ; there began to be a new infticution of offices, and Aéraham ap- 
pointed that God fhould be prayed to every morning, Ifaac being 
taught by -4érabam, made alaw, or at leaft commended the 
practife, and adopted it into the Religion, that God fhould be 
worthipped by decsmatzon or tething of our goods; and he added| p 
an order of prayer to be faid in the afterzoon ; and Facod to make u 

. |the office compleat added evening prayer 3 and God was their God, 
and they became fit perfons to dlej/e, that is, of procuring bleilings 
to their relatives ; as appears in the inftances of their own families; 
of the King of Egypt, and the Cities of the Plain. For a man ofan 
ordinary pietic is like Gideons'tleece, wet in its own locks ; but it 
could not water a poor mans Garden, But fo does a thirftie land 
drink all the dew of heaven that wets its face, and a greater thower 
makes no torrent, nor digs fo much as a little furrow, that the 
drils of the water might pafs into rivers, or refreth their neigh-| C 
bours wearinefs ; but when the earth is full, and hathno ftrange 
confumptive needs, then at the next time, when God bleffes it with 
a gracious fhower, it divides into portions, and fends it abroad 
in free and equal cgmmunications, that all that ftand round 
about may feel the fhower. So isa ‘Syn mans prayer ; hisown 
cup is full, it is crowned with health; and overflows with blef- 

fings, and all, that drink of his cup, and eat at his table, are re- 
frefhed with his joys,and divide with him in his holy portions. And | 
indeed he hath need of a great ftock of pietie, who is firkto 
provide for his own neceffities, and then to give portions to a nu-| D 
merous relation. It isa great matter, that every man needs, fe 
himfelf ; the daily expences of his own infirmities, the unthri- 
ving {tate of his omiffion of duties, and receffions from perfection, 
and fometimes the great loffes and fhipwracks, the plundrings 
and burning of his houfe by a fall into a deadly fin; and moft 
ood men are in this condition, that they have enough to doto. 
ive, and keep themfelves above water ; but how few men are able 
to pay their own debts, and lend great portions to others? The 
number of thofe who can effeQually intercede for others to 
: ag purpofes of grace and pardon, are as foon told as the num-; B 
er of wife men, as the gates of a City, or the entries of the 
river Nil, | : 

But then do but confider, what a great engagement this is to a 
very ftrict and holy life. If we chance to live in times of an 
extraordinary trouble, or if our relatives can be capable of great 

| dangers, 
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nobleft friendthip in the world, and oblige others by acts of grea- 
teft benefit; if we would affift their fouls, and work towards their 
falvation;if we would be publick minifters of the greateft ufefulnefs 
to our Countrey ; if we would fupport Kings,and relieve the great 
neceffities of Kingdomes ; if we would be cttective in the ftopping 
of a plague,or in the fuccefle of Armies ; a great and an exemplar 
piety; and a zealous and holy prayer can do all this, Semper tu boc 
factto, ut cogstes, Id optimum effe, tute ut fis optimus; fi sd nequeas, 
'faltem ut optemis fis proxtmus. He that is the beft man towards God, 
B is certainly the beft Minifter to his Prince or Countrey, and there- 
| | fore do thou endeavour to be fo, andif tkou canft not be fo, bee 
at leaft nextto the beft. For in that degree in which our Religi- 
| on is great, and our pictie exemplar, in the fame we can contribute 
towards the fortune of a Kingdom: and when Elijah was taken 
| into heaven, Elifba mourned for him,becaufe it was a loffe to J{rael: 
| My Father, my father, the chariots of Ifrael and horfemen thereof : 
But confider, how ufeleffe thou art, when thou canft not by thy 
prayers, obtain fo much mercy, as to prevail for the life of a fin- 
gle Trooper, or in a plague beg of God for the life of a poor 
C Maid-fervant; bur the ordinary emanations of Providence fhall 
-” | proceed to iffue without any arreft, and the {word of the Angel 
{hall not be turned afide in one fingle infli@ion, Remember, al- 
though he is a ager and excellent perfon, that can prevail of God 
for the intereft of others; yet thou, that haft no ftock of grace 
and favour, no intereft in the Court of Heaven, art but a mean 
perfon, —— in mpage thou art unregarded by God, 
cheap in the fight of Angels, ulele 
thou maift hold thy peace in a time of publick danger, For, Kings 
hever pardon’ Murtherers at the intercefsion of Theeves ; and it a 
1 mean Mechanick fhould beg a Reprieve for 4 condemned Traitor, 
| he is ridiculous and impudent; {o is a vitious Advocate or an or- 
dinary perfon with God. Ic is well if God will hear him beg- 
gn for his own pardon; hee is not yet difpofed to plead for 
others, | : | 
_. And yet every man, that is inthe ftate of grace, every man 
that can pray without a finfull praier, may alfo intercede for o- 
thers ; and it is a dutie for all mento do it ; all men fay who can 


¢ 
ee 


intercefeons , and giving of thanks be made for sll men ; and 
—& thisisa ducy,that is prefcrib’d to all them, that are concern’d in the 
| duty and in the bleflings of Praier ; buc this is it which] fay; if 
their Pietie be but ordinarie,their praier can be effectual but in eafy 
purpofes,and to {maller degrees;but he,that would work effectivel 
towards a great deliverance, or in great —— towards the benefit 
or eafe of any of his relatives, can ry dent of his fucceffe but 
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ffe to thy Prince or Countrey ; |. 


| pray at all acceptablie ; J wall therefore that prayers and {upplications, | 
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A. | dangers, or great forrowes, or if we our felves would do the | Sens. VI. 
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Ssrm. VI. in the fame degree in which his perfon is gracious, Theve are ftrange | -A 
things in heaven judgements there are made of things and perfons 
by the meafures of Religion ; and a plain promife produces effects 
ot wonder and miracle , and the changes, that are there made, are 
not effected by paflions, and interefts, and corporall changes ; and 
the love thar is there, is not the {ame thing, that it is here, 1t is more 
benefisiall, more reafonable, more holy, of other defignes, and 
ftrange productions; and upon that ftock itis, that a holy poor 
man, that poffeffes no more ( it may be ) then an Ewe-lambe, that 
eats of his bread, and drinks of his cup, and is a daughter to him, | _ 
and is all his temporall portion, this poor man is miniftred to by | p 
Angels, and attended to by God, and the Holy Spirit makes in- 
terceffion for him, and Chrift joyns the mans praier to his owne 
advocation, and the man by praier fhall fave the City, and deftroy 
the fortune of a Tyrant Army, even then when God {ees it good it 
fhould be fo, for he will no longer denie him any thing, but when 
it is no bleffing ; and when it is otherwife, his praier is moft heard, 
when it is moft denied, ae : _ 

24 That we fhould prevail in interceffions for others, we are 
to regard and to take care, that as our pietie, fo alfo muf our 
offices be extraordinary. He that prayes to recover a familic |. 
from an hereditary curfe, or to reverie a Sentence. of God, to 
cancell a Decree of heaven gone out againft his friend, he that 
would heal the fick with his prayer, or with his devotion pre-|_ 
vail againftan Army, muft not expec fuch great effects upon a 
Morning or Evening Collect, or an honeft with put into the recol- 

_|leGions of a prayer, ora period put in on ea .Mamercus 
Bifhop of Vienna, feeing his City and allthe Diocefe in great 
dangcr of perifhing by an carthquake, inftituted great Letanies, 
and folcmue {upplications, befides the ordinary devotions of his 
ufuall hours of prayer ;_ and the Church from his example took up | 7) 
the practife, and tranflated it intoan Anniverfarie folemnity, and 
upon St. Mark's day didfolemnly intercede with God to divert 
or prevent his judgements falling upon the people, majorslus Ls1- 


tan1ts,{o they are called ; with the more folemn g Gree they 

did pray. unto God in behalf of their people. And this hath in| - 

it. the fame confideration, that is in every great neceffitie ; for it is 

a great thing fora man tobe fo gracious with God, .asto be able 

to prevail for. himfelf and his friend, for himfelf gnd his re- 

latives ; and therefore in thefe. cafes, as-in all greatgiceds, it is 

the way of prudence and fecuritic, that we ufe all thofe greater} - 

offices, which God hath appointed as inftruments of importunity, 
and arguments of hope, and acts of prevailing , and means of 
— effect and advocation: fuchasare, feparating dayes for fo- 
emn prayer, all the degrees of violence, and earneft addreffe,| | 
fafting and prayer, alms and prayer, acts of repentance and prayer,| | 

. ee. praying | 
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A praying together in publick with united hearts, and above all, Serm, VI; 
_ praying in the {ufception.and communication of the holy Sacra- 
-ment; the effects and admirable iffues of which we know not, 
‘and perceive not; we lofe becaufe we defire not, and choote to 
!lofe many great bleffings rather then purchate them with the fre- 
; quent commemoration of that facrifice, which was offered up for 
-allthe needs of Mankind, and for obtaining all favours and graces 
‘| to the Catholick Church, Ex’y ng dixalas ExavixnoG S406, God ne- 
ver refafes tobeara boly prayer, and our prayers can never be fo ha- 
‘ly, as when they are offered up in the union of Chrifts facrifice : 
B For Chrift by that facrifice reconcil’d God and the world. And 
| becaufe our needs continue, therefore we are commanded to conti- 
nue the memory, and to reprefent to God that, which was done 
to fatisfie all our needs: Then we receive Chrift; we are aftera 
fecret and myfterious, but moft reall and admirable manner made 
all one with Chrift; and if God Biving us his Son could not but 
with him give us all things elfe, how fhall he refufe our perfons 
| when we are united tohis perfon, when our fouls are joyned to 
his foul, our body nourifhed by -his body, and our fouls fan@ified 
| by his blood, and cloth’d with his robes, and marked with his cha- 
C rater, and fealed with his Spirit, and renewed with holy vowes, 
and confign’d to all his glories, and adopted to his inheritance » 
when we reprefent his death, and pray in .vertue of his paifion, 
and imitate his interceflion, and do that, which God commands, 
and offer him in our manner, that which he effentially loves; can 
it be that either any thing f{hould be more prevalent, or that God 
can poilihly = fuch addreffes, and fuch importunities 2 Try 
it often, and let all things elfe be an{werable, and you cannot have 
epee reafon for your confidence, Donorall the Chriftians in 
the world, that underftand Religion, defire to have the holy Sa- 
D_crament when they dies when they are to make their great appear- 
ance before God, and to receive their great confignation to their 
eternall fentence, good or bad ? And if then be their greateft needs, 
that is their greatc{t advantage,and inftrumem of acceptation.There- 
fore if you have a great need to be ferv’d,or a great charity to ferve, 
| and a great pity to minittcr,8¢ a dear friend 10 a forrow,take Chrift 
| along in thy ee all thy ways thou canft take him; rake hun in 
| affection, and take him ina folemnity, cake him by obedience,and | 
receive him in the Sacrament; 8 if thou then offereft up thy praiers | 
and makeft thy needs known, it thou nor thy friend be not relieved, 
E | if thy partic be not prevalemt, and the war be not appeafed, or the | 
asue be not cured, or the enemie taken off, there is fomething elfe 
mit; but thy praicr is good and pleafing to God, and dreffed with 
circumftances of advantage, and thy perfon is apt to be an.inter- | 
ceffor, and thou haf done all that thou camft ; the event mutt be left } 
to God; and the fecret reafons of the deniall either chou fhalt fad 
7 in 
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Serm, VI,, in time, or thou maift truft with God, who:certainly does it with 
~ | the greateft wifdome, and the greateft charity. I have in this thing 
onciy one caution to infert, ws. } | 
That in our importunity and extraordinary offices for others, we 
mutt not make our accounts by multitude of words, and lon 
praicrs, but by the meatures of the Spirit, by the holineffe of tiie 
foul, and the juftneffe of the defire, and the ufefulneffe of the re- 
queit, and its order to Gods glory, and its place inthe order of | 
providence, and the fincerity of our heart, and the charity of our 
wifhes, and the perfeverance of our advocation, There arc fome 
(as Tertullian oblerves ) Qut loquacttatem facundiam exifitmant, at 
impudentiam conftantiam deputant; They ave praters, and they are} 
impudent, and they call that confiancte and smportunst1e : concerning 
which, the advice is eafie: Many words or few are extrin{ecall 
to the zature, and not at all confidered in the effecis of prayer 5 but 
much defire, and much holineffe, are effentiall to its conttitution; 
but we muft be very curious, that our importunity do not degene- 
rate into impudence & a rude boldneffle, Capstolznus {aid of Antostus 
the Emperour and Philofopher , fane quamvts efjet conflans, erat 
etiam verecundus ; he was modeft even whenhe was moitt perti- 
nacious in his defires. So muft wee; though we muft not bee 
afhamed to ask for whatfoever we need, Reéus femper pudor abjit C 
in arilts, and in this fence it is true that Stafimus in the Comedy 
faid concerning’ Meat, Verecundart neminem apud menfam dece'; 
Nam ibt de divinis & humanw cernttur; Men mutt not be bafh- 
full fo as tolofe their meat; for that isa neceffity thar cannot be 
difpenfed withall : fo it is in our praiers, whatfoever our neceffity 
calls to us for, we muft call to God for; and he isnot pleated 
with thar rufticitie or fond modefty of being afhamed to ask of 
God any thing, that is honeft and neceflary ; yet our importunity 
hath alfo bounds of modefty, but {uch as are.to be expreffed with 
other fignifications ; and he is rightly modeft towards God, who 
without confidence in himfelf, but not without confidence in Gods 
mercie, nor without great humilitie of perfon, and reverence of 
addreffe, prefents his prayers to God as earneftly as he can; Pro-|. 
{vided alwayes, that in the greateft of our defires, and holy vio- 
lence, we {ubmit to Gods will, and defire him to choofe for us. 
Our modefty to God in prayers hath no other meafures but thefe : 
1, Diftruft of our felves: 2. Confidence in God: 3, Humiltty 
of perfon: 4, Reverence of addreffe: and 5. Subnit {sion to Gods 
will; Thefe are all, unlefle alfo you will adde that of Solomon:} p 
Ecclef.s.2, | BC 70 rafb with thy mouth, and let not thy heart bee haftie to 
" \utter a thing before God , for God 18 in heaven, and thou upon 
earth, , therefore let ihy words Lee few. -Thefe things being ob- 
 Hferved, let your importuniry be as great as it can, it is ftill the 
| more likely to prevail, by how much it is the more carneft, 
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| & and fignified and reprefented by the moft offices extraordinary, | Sera. VI. 
| - 3. The laf{t great advantage towards a prevailing interceifion 
for others, is, that the perfon, that praies for his relatives, bee a | 
per(on of an extraordinary dignsty, tmployment or defignation, For 
God hath appointed fome perfons and callings of men to pray 
‘for others, ‘uch are Fathers for their Children, Bifhops for their 
| Diocefes, Kings tor their Subjeéts, and the whole Order Ecclefi- 
' afticall for all the men and women in the Chriftian Church. And 
‘itis well itis fo. for as things are now, and have been too long, 
how few are there that underftand it to be their dutie, or part of 
B their neceffary imployment, that fome of their time, and much 
of their praicrs, and an equall portion of their defires be {pent 
upon the neceffities of others. All men do not think it neceflary, 
and fewer practile it frequently ; and-they but coldly, without 
intercft, and deep refentment ; It is like the compailion we have 
_in other mens miferies, we are not concerned in it, and it is not our 
cafe, and our hearts ake not when another mans children are made 
fatherleffe, or his wife a fad widow ; and juft fo are our praiers 
for their relief; If we thought their evils to be ours, if we and 
'they as members of the fame body had fenfible and reall commu- 
C nications of good and evil; if wee underftood what is reall 
'meant by being members one of another, or if we did not think it 
a {pirirual word of art, iuftrumentall onely toa {cience, but no 
part of duty, or reall relation, furely we fhould pray more eatncft- 
ly one for another, then we ulually do. How few of us are trou- 
bled when he feces his brother wicked, or difhonourably vicious? 
Who is fad and melancholy when his neighbour is almoft in hell > 
when he {ees him grow old in iniquitie 2 How many daycs have 
we fet apart for the publick relief and interefts of the Kingdome > 
| How carneftly have we fafted, if our Prince be fick or afilicted 3 
D_ What almes have we given for our brothers converfion > or if 
| this be great, how importunate and paffionate have we been with 
God by praier in his behalf, by praicr and fecret petition > But 
however, though it were well, very well, that all of us would 
{think of this duty a little more; becaufe befides the excellency 
of the dury it felf, it would have this bleffed confequent, that 
for whofe neceffities we pray, if wee do-defire earneftly they | 
fhould be relieved, we would, hex ever we can, and iz all we can, 
{et our hands to it; and if we pity the Orphan children, and pray 
for them heartily, we would alfo, when we could, relieve them | 
E charitably ; but though it were therefore very well that things were 
os with all men, yet God who takes care for us all, makes pro- 
'vifion for us in {peciall manner; and the whole Order of the 
| Clergie are appointed by God to pray for others, to be Minifters 
‘of Chrifts Priefthood, tobe followers of his Advocation, to ftand 
between God and the people,and to — to God all their needs, 
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Gen. 20.76 


Judg.17.3 3: 


James 3.14 


Heb.7.7. 


| Ads 6.4. 


Ve ee 


Lhe Return of Prayers. 


and that this rather he will bleffe and accept, appears by the tefti- 
mony of God himfelf, for he onelie can be witneffe in this parti- 
cular ; for it depends whollie upon his gracioes favour and accepta- 
tion. It wasthe cafe of efbrabam and eAlimelech: New there- 
fore reftore the max his wife, for hee tse Prophet, and hee will prey 
for thee, aud show fbalt live; and this caufed confidence in  Ats- 
cab: Nowknow I that the Lord well de mee good, feeing I have a Le- 


|uste tomy Prieff: meaning, that in bis Minifterie, in the Minifte- 


rie of Priefts, God hath eftablifhed the alternate returns of blef- 
fing and praiers, the entercourfes between God and his people; ' p 
And thorough the defcending ages of the Synagogue it came to be 
tran{mitted alfo to the Chriftian Church, that rhe Minifters of Re- 
a are Advocates for us under Chrift, by the Atinsftery of Recon- 
stisation, by their difpenfing the holy Sacraments, by the Keyes of 
the Kingdome of beayen, by 8 jp and the Lords Supper, by 
binding and loofing, by the word of God and Prayer ; and thercfore 
faith St. Jomes, If any man bee fick among you, let him fend for the 
Elders of the Church, and let them pray over bim ; meaning that God 
hath appointed them efpecially, and will accept them in ordinarie, 
and extraordinarie 5 and this is that which is meant by dleffing. A: 
Father bleffes his childe, and Selamen bleffed his pleople, and A“el-; © 
ebifedec the Prieft blefled Abrabam, and cHofes blefled the Sons of 
Ifrael,and God appointed the Leviticall Priefts to dleffe the Congre- 
getton ; and th is is more then can be done by the people ; for though 
can fay the fame praier, and the People pray for their Kings, 
and Children for their Parents, and the Flock for the Paftor, yet 
they cannot bleffe him as he bleffeth them ; fer the leffe is blefed | 
Of the greater, and not the greater of the leffe; and this is wit 
all contradsition, {aid Saint Pas! ; the meaning of the myfterie is! 
this, That God hath appointed the Prieft to pray for the People, D 
and becaufe he hath made it to be his ordinarie ofhce and imploy- 


‘|ment, he alfo intends to be feen in that way, which he hatha 


pointed, and chalked out for us; his praier, if it be found sn the 
way of vighteon{nefe, isthe {urer way to prevail in his interceflions 
for the People. . | | 
_ But upon this ftock comes in the greateft difhcultie of the Text: 
for if Ged beareth wot finners, there is an infinite necefsity, that the ! 
Minifters of Religion fhould be very holie : For all their minifteries 
confftin Preaching and Praying ; to thefe two are reducible, all the 
minifteries Ecclefiafticall, which are of Divine infticution: fothe 
Apoftles fumm'd up their imployment : Bat we will gsve onrfelves. | 
contexually to Prayer, and to the miniftery of the werd: to exhort, 
tO reprave, to comfort, to caft down, to determine cafes of con- 
| fcience, and to rule in the Church by the werd of theer proper Mint- 
fiery; and che very making lawes Ecclefiafticall, is the miniftery 
| | 


of 
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1A of the wotd; for {o theit di@ates paffe tito lawes by being du- | Ssku; VI. 


| ties injoyn’d by God, or the a&ts, or exercifes, or inftruments of 

'fome injoyn’d graces, To prayer is reduced adminiftration of the 

| Sacraments, but binding and loofing, and vsfitation of the fick aie 
| mixt offices, partly relating to one; partlie tothe othe; Now al- 

| though the Word of God Preached, will have a great effed, even 
| though it be Preached by an evil Minifter, a vicious perfon, yet it 
is not fo well there, as trom a pious man, becaufe by Praier alfo 
| his Preaching is made effetual,and by his good example his Homi- 
‘lies and Sermons are made aCtive;and therefore it is very neceflatie 

B inrefpe@ of this half of the Minifters Office, [ The preaching of the 


People, moft of the advantages are loft, But then for the other 
half; all chofe minifteries which are by wayof prayer are rendred 
extremelie invalid, and ineffectuall, if chey be miniftted by an 
evil perfon;. For upon this very ftock it was that Saint Cyprian 
—— that none were . . gin — ge but smmacie- 
batt & integrt antiftites, holy axd upright men, who offering their fa- 
| crifices aes to a pe holzly ae te heard pp ake 
‘which they ‘make for the fafety of the Lords people. But he preffes 
C this cautiontoa further iffue: chat ic is not onely zeceffary to chufe 
holy perfons to thefe holy Minifteries for fear of loling the ad- 
vantages of a fandtified Miniftery, but alfo that the people may not 
be guilty of an evil communion, and a crintinall ftate of fociety. 
Nee enim fibt plebs blandtatur quafi rmmunis A contagione deliitt 
effe pofsit, cum facerdote peccatore communicans, The people cannat 
be innocent if they communicate with a vitioms Prieft : for (ofasd the 
Lord by the Propbet Hofea, Sacrtficts torum panis laas 5 their facri- 
fices are like bread of forrow 5 whefoever eats thereof |ball be defiled, 
| The fame.alfo he fays often and more vehemently, std. lib.4.ep.24 
D_ Buc there is yet a further degree of this evil. . Ie is not onely a loffe, 
_{| and alfo criminal] to the people to conuhonicare witha Mini- 
fter of a notorious evil lite and {candalous , but it is affirmed 
by the Doctors of the Church to be pa | without effect ; theit 
praiers are fins,their Sacraments ate null 
munions are without confecration, their hand is yep daup@., « dead 
hand, the bleffings vain, their factifices tejeQed, their ordinations 
imperfect, their order is vanifhed, their charaGer is extinguifhed, 
and the holy Ghoft will not defcend upon the myfteries when he is 
| | anvocated by unholy hands, and upfandtified lips. This is a fad fo- 
E Ty; but it is exprefly affirmed by Diony/ius, by St. Hserom tpon the 
|2, Chapter of Zephantab, affirming that they do wickedly, who af: 
firm euchars{tiam imprecantis facere verba, non Uitam ; @& necelfariam 
‘| fe tantant folennem orationem & nen faterdotam merita: that. the 
Eucharift 48 confecrated by the word and folemn Prayer, and not 


Word } he be a good man; unlefie he be, much perifhes to the] 


ineffective,their comi- 


by | 
the life and bholine{s of the PrieS 5 and by. St..Gelafius, 4 by the | facre-fande, | 
| Set ee eee mthor | __ 
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'Serm, VI; Author of the imperfect work attributed to St. (hryfoftome, a who | A 
| aHomil.s3, | quotes the 8 Book of the Apoftolscal Conffrtutrons tor the {ame Do- 
rine ; the words of which in the firft Chapter are to plain,that 
4 pal le ad) Bovius b and Sixtus Senenfis¢ accufe both the Author of the e4pofte- 
oe iib 6 4.p.\ecall Conftituttons, and St, Hierom, and the Author of thefe Homi- 
| 108, Biblisth. | lies to be guiltie of the Doctrine of Fobn Hus, who for the crude 
| deliverie ot this truth was fentenced by the Councell of Conftance, 
To the fame fence and fignification of Doétrine is that which is 
gencrally agreed upon by almoft all perfons; that he that enters 
into his Miniftery by Simony, receives nothing but a curfce, which 
d Fp.16.Bibli-|is expreflie affirmed by Petrus Damtant, 4 and Tarafis, ¢ the Patri- p 
othepp.tom.3- larch ot Conftantinople, by St. Gregory f, and St. Amévofe & , 
Naan tq1| . For if the holy Ghott leaves polluted Temples and unchaft bo- 
adc.eosqui. | dies, if he takes away his grace from them that abufe it, if the holy 
F Lib.6. regi. | Ghoft would nothave detcended upon Simon Magus at the praicr 
8. in decretis : BOE. Sade 
gr l.7.ci2e. |OL St, Peter, if St. Peter hadtaken money for him; .it is but rea- 
g Dedignit. | f{onable to beleeve, the holy Ghott will not defcend upon the Simo- 
_ | feed e.s. niacall, unchaft Concubinaries,$ chi{maticks and {candalous Priefts, | 
and excommunicate. And befide the reafonableneffe of the Do- 
Ctrine, itis alfo further affirmed by tl:e Councell of Neocafarea, by 
Acie St. h Chryfoflome, i Innocentius, * Nicolaus the firft, and by the Ma- ! 
de facerd,  \ {ter of the Sentences upon the faying of Godby the Prophet cMz- | 
i 1. inef.20- | lacht, 1, Maledicam beneaitlionibus vetrts, I will curfe your Llefsings 5 | 


bom. tsP@-2+ | on the ftock of thefe Scriptures, rea fons, and authorities,we may 
ep.27. : | 
| 


k Ep.9-tom.3. | {ce how we are to underftand this advantage of intcrccffion, The 
ad Michael. | Drayer and offices of holie’ Minifters are of great advantages for 


neta the intereft of the people; but if they be miniftred to by evil men, 


by vicious, and fcandalous Minifters, this extracrdinaric advantage 
is loft, they are left to ftand alone, or to:fall by their own crimes ; | 
fo much as is the action of God, and fo much as is the pictie of , 
the man that attends and praies inthe holy place with the Prieft, 
fo far he thall prevail, butno further ; and therefore the Church 
hath taught her Minifters to pray thus in her preparatory praicr 
to confecration ; Quox1am me peccatorem tnter te F eundem populum | 
Medium effe volus(t1, licet 1n me bout cperis tellimontum non agnofcas, ' 
offictum difpenfutionts credite non recufes, nec per me indignum fa- 
mulum tuum eorum (alutis pereat pretium, pro quibus vtilima fats 
falutar1s, dignatus es frert redemptio, For we mutt know, that God 
hath not put the falvation of any man into the power of another, ' 
And although the Church of Rome by calling the Pricfts actuall in- 

| tention fimply neceffary, and the Sacraments alfo indifpeniably f 
Ineceffary, hath lete it in the power of every Curate to damn very 
tmany of his Parith ; yet it is otherwife with the accounts of truth, 
‘and the Divine Mercy; and therefore he will never exact the Sa-_ 
‘craments of us by the meafures and proportions of an evil Prieft, . 
but by the pietic of the Communicant, by the prayers of ~— 
! an 
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A . andthe metcies of God. But although the greateft intereft of {al- ; Serum, VI: 
vation depends not upon this Miniftery, yet as by this wee receive 
many advantages, if the Minifter be holy : fo if he be vicious, we 
lofe all that, which could be conveyed to us by his part of the holy 
Miniftration ; every man and woman in the Affembly praies and 
joines in the effect, and for the obtaining the bleffing; but the 
more vain perfons are affembled, the lefie benefits are received 
even by good men there prefent: and therefore much is the Joffe, 
if a wicked Prieft minifters, though the fumme of affairs is not in- 
tirely turned upon his office or detaulc; yet many advantages ate. 
B For we muft not think, that the effe& of the Sacraments is indivifi- 

i bly done,at once,or by one miniftery ; but they operate by parts,and 
by morall operation, by the-length of time, and a whole order of 
' piety, and holy minifteries ; evey man is cuvepyds 78 Océ, a fellow- 
worker with God, in the work of his falvation ; and as in our devotion, 
/ No one prayer of our own alone prevails upon God for grace and 
falvation, but all the devotions of our life are upon Gods account 
for them ; fo is the bleffing of God “pense upon the people by all 
the parts of their religion, and by all affiftances of holy people,and 
| by the minifteries not of one, but of all Gads Minifters,and relies fi- 
C nally upon our owne faith, and obedience, and the mercies of God 
, {in Jefus Chrift ; but yet for want of holy perfons to minifter,much 
diminution of bleffing , and a loffe of advantages is unavoidable; 
therefore if they have great neceffities, they can beft hope, that God 
will be moved to mercy on their behalf,it their neceffities be recom- 
mended to God by perfons of a great prety, of a holy calling, and by 
the moft folemn offices. | os 

Laftly, I promifed to confider concerning the fignes of having 
our prayers heard; concerning which, there is not much of par- 
‘ticular obfervation; but if our praiers be according to the war- 
D rant of Gods Word, if we: ask aceording to Gods will, things 
| honeft and profitable, we are to relic upon the promifes,. and we 
are {ure that they are heard ; and befides this, we can have no figne | 
but the thing fignified; when we feel the effec, then we are {ure 
God hath heard us ; but till then we are to leave it with God, 
and not to ask a figne of that, for which he hath made usa pro- 
mife. And yet Ca/fian hath named one figne, which if you give 
me leave ] will name unto you, Jt #4 figne we fball prevail in our 
prayers, when the Spirit of God moves us to pray, cum fiducta & quaft 
fecurttate impetrandi, with a confidence and a holy fecuritie of re- 
EB ceiving what we ask, But this is no otherwife a figne; but be- 

| caufe it isa part of the duty ; and trufting in God is an endearin 

| hims and doubting is a difhonour to him ; and he that doubts hat 
no faith; forall good praiers relie upon Gods Word,’ and wee 
mutt judge of the effcét by prudence ; for he that asks what is zot 
Jamfull, hath made an unholy praier ; if ithe lawfull and zor pro- 
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Ser, VI. fitable, we are them heard when God denies us; and if both chefe 


Jerem.5.1. 


jand overcome t 


T be ‘Return of Prayers, 


be in the prayer, he that doubts 4 finner, and then God will not 
hear him ; but beyond this I know no confidence is watrantable, 
and if this be a figne of prevailing, then all the prudent ptayers 
of all holy men fhall certainly be heard, and becaufe that is certain, 
we need no further inquiry into fignes, 

I {umme up all in the words of God by the Prophet: Ravne 
to and fro thorow the ftreets of Jerufalem, and fee, and know, and feck 
1” the broad places thereof, 1f you tan finde aman, tf there be any that 
executeth judgement, that feeketh truib, virum quarcntem fidem, 2 
man that feeketh for fatth, & propitius cro ei, and I will pardon it. 


God would pardon all Ferujalem for one good mans fake; there | 


are {uch dayes and opportunities of mercy, when God at the pray- 
er of one holy perion will fave a people: and — {fpake a 
great thing, but it was hugely true: Quis dulstet mundum {tare pre- 
csbus fanttorum ? the world it {elf is eftablifhed and kept from dif- 
folution by the prayers of Saints 5 and the prayers of Saitts thall 
haften the day of judgement ; and we cannot caiily find two effects 
greater. But there are many other very great oftes ; for the prayers 


of holy men — Gods wrath, drive away tcmiptations, refilt ! 
e Devil : Holy prayer procures the muniftery and 


fervice of Angels, it refcinds the Decrees of God, it cures fickneffes, 
and obtains pardon, it arrefts the Sun in its courfe, and ftayes the 
wheels of the Charet of the Moons; it rules overt all Gods crea 
tures, and opens and fhuts the ftorehoufes of rain; it unlocks che 
cabinet of the womb, and quenches the violence of fire, it ftops che 


| mouthes of Lions, and reconciles our fuffcrance and weak faculties, 


with the violence of torment, and fharpneffe of ptrfecution ; it 
pleafes God and fupplies all our needs, But Prayer that can do thus 
much for us, can do nothing at all without holixeffe; for God hear- 


eth not finners, but tf any man be a wor)bipper of God and deth bis will,’ 


bim be beareth, 
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SERMON, VIL. 


OF godly Fear, &c. 


Part. 1 


Heb, 12, part of the 28" andthe 29% verfes. 


Let us baveGrace, whereby we may ferve God with reve- 
rence and godly fear. For our Godisa confuming fire. 


Xueer tiv yzery, fo our Teftaments ufuallie read 


| grace: Bue fome Copies -read it in the indicative 
Mood ey oer, wee bave grace, by which we do 
| ferve; and it is fomething better confonant to 
the difcourfe of the Apottle. For having enu+ 
merated the great advantages which the Gofpell 
D hath above thofe of the Law, he makes an argument 4 majors ; and 
_; anfwers a tacite obje@ion, The Law was delivered by Angels, 
but the Gofpel by the Sonof God: The Law was delivered from 
Mount Stzat, the Gofpel from Mount Sion, from the heaven! 
Jerufalem; The Law was given with terrors and noifes, wit 


amazements of the ftanders by, and Mofes himfelf the atinifter | 


did exceedingly quake and fear,and gave demonftration how infinite- 

| lie dangerous it was, by a that Law to provoke fo mightie 
a God, who with his voice did fhake the earth; but the Gofpel 
was given by a meek Prince, a gentle Saviour, with a ftill vorce, 

E ‘ fcarce heard in the -ftreets. But that this may be no objection, 
he proceeds and declares the terror of the Lord ; Deceive not your 
felves, our Law-giver appeared fo upon earth, and was {fo truly, 
but now he is afcended into heaven, and from thence he {peaks to 

us, See that yee refufe not him that fpeaketh, for sf they e{caped not, 
who refufed him, that fpake on earth, much more {hall not wee efcapa 


it, from the authoritie of Theophyla 5 Let us have 


Ser. Vile 


Verfe 25. 


if 
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Sen. VII. éf we turn away from bim that fpeaketh from heaven ; for as God once | A 
fhaked the earth,and that was full of terror, fo our Law-giver fhal] | _ 
do, and much more, and be far more terrible, "Ex: dwak tye oelow 
27. % Segudy x, Thy yny wy Thy SaAacoay ny thy Enegv, faid the Prophet 
Haggat,which the Apoftle quotes here,he once {hook the earth, But 
once more I [bake,oei aw, it is inthe Prophefie ; J will fbake,xot the earth 
only,but alfo heaven with a greater terror then was upon Mount Sizas, 
with the voice of an Archangel, withthe trump of God, witha 
concusfion fo great,that heaven and earth fhall be fhaken in picces, 
and new ones come in their room, This is an un{peakable and an un- 
imaginable rerror:Mount Sivas was fhaken,buc it ftands to this day; ' p 
but when that ‘fhaking fhall be, the things that are fbaken Jball be no 
more ; that thofe things that cannot be {baken may remain,that isnot only 
that the celeftiall Jerufalem may remain for ever,but that you who 
do not turn away from the faith and obedience of the Lord Jefus, 
you who cannot be fhaken nor removed from your duty, you 
may remain for ever; that when the rocksrend, andthe mount- 
ains flic in pieces like the drops of a broken cloud, and the hea- 
vens fhall melt, and the Sun fhall be a globe of confuming fire, 
and the Moon jhall be dark like an extinguifh’d candle, then you 
poor men who could be made to tremble with an ague, or fhake by | 
the viglence of a Northern winde, or be. removed from your dwel- | © 
lings by the unjuft decree of a Perfecutor, or be thrown from 
your eftates by the violence of an. unjuft_ man, yet could not bee 
removed from your dutiec, and though you went trembling, yet 
would go to death for the teftimony of a holy caufe, and you a Ae 
would die for your faith, would alfo live according to it; you fhall 
be eftablifhed by the power of God, and fupported by the arme 
of your Lord, and fhall in all this great fhaking be unmoveable as 
the corner ftone of the gates of the new Jerufalem,you fhall remain | 
and abide for ever. This is yourcafe, Asdto fumme up the D 
| whole force of the argument, the Apoftle addes the words of Adofes; 
Deut.4-24. | as it was then, fo it 1s truenow, Our God ts a confuming fire: He 
was fo to them that. brake the Law, but he will be much more to | 
them that difobey his Son, he made great changes then, but thofe | 
| which remain are farre greater, and his terrors are infinitely more 
intolerable; and therefore although he came not in the (piri of 
Elias, but with mecknefle and gentle infinuations, {oft as the breath 
of heaven, . not ae difturb the fofteft ftalk of a violet, yet his 
fecond coming {hall be with terrors, fuchas fhall amaze all the 
world, and diffolve it into ruine, anda Chaos, This truthisot fo 
great efficacie to make us do our dutie,that now we are fufficientlie 
enabled with this confideration, This is the grace which we have 
to enable us, this terror will produce fear, and fear will produce 
obedience, and we therefore hare grace, that is, we have fuch a 
motive to make us reverence God and fear to offend him, ssa 
| t 


ew - oom 


Of Godly Fear. Ss 
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that dares continue in fin and refufes to hear him; that {peaks to tis | Sex. VIL. 
| from heaven, and ftom thence fhall come with terrors, this man 
defpifes the grace of God, he is agracelefs, fearlefs, impudent 
man, and he {hall finde that true in hypothe, and in his own ruine, 
which the Apoftle declares in thefi, and by way of caution, and 
provifionary terror, Our God  # confumsng fire ; this is the fenfe and: 
defign ofthe text. | | | 7 
Reverence and godly fear, they are the effects of this confide- 
ration, they are the duties of every Chriftian, they are the grace 
ofGod. I fhall not prefs them onely to purpofes of awfulnels and 
modefty of opinion, and prayers eae thofe ftrange doGtrines, 
which fome have introduc’d into Religion, to the deftruction of 
all manners and prudent apprehenfions of the diftances of God and 
man; {uch as are the Doétrine of neceffity of familiariry with God, 
and a civil friend(lfip, and a parity of eftate, and an unevennels 
of adoption ; from whence proceed rudenefs in prayer, flat and 
undecent expreffions, affected rudenefs, fuperftitious fitting at 
the holy Sacrament, making it to be a part of Religion to be with- 
out fear and reverence ; the ftating of the Queftion is a fufficient 
reproof of this folly ; whatfoever ations are brought into Religi- 
_ on without reverence and godly fear, are therefore to.be avoided, be- | 
caufe they are condemned in this advice of the Apoftle; and are 
deftru@ive of thofe effects, which are to be imprinted upon our 
-| {pirits by the terrors of the day of Judgment, Butthis fear and 
reverence, the Apoftle intends, fhould be a deletery to all fin what- 
foever: goGeegy SnAnrhesor, PEG guyi, fayes the Etymologicum, 
whatfoever is terrible is deftru@tive of that thing, for which it is fo ; 
and if we fear the evil effets of fin, let us flie from it, we ought to | 
fear its alluring face too; let us be foafraid, that we may not dare 
to refufe to hear him, whofe Throne is heaven; whofe Voice is. 
“thunder, whofe Tribunal is clouds, whofe Seat is the right hand of 
God,whofe Word is with power,whofe Law is given with mighty.| . 
demonftration of the Spirit, who fhall reward with heaven and 
joys eternal, and who punifhes his rebels, that will not have him to } 
reign over them, with brimftone and fire, witha worm that never 
dies, anda fire that never is quenched ; let us fear him who is ter- 
rible in his Judgments, juft in his difpenfation, fecret in his provi- 
dence, fevere in his demands, gracious in his affiftances, bountiful 
in his gifts, and is never wanting to us in what we need ; and if all 
this be not argument ftrong enough to produce fear, and that fear 
F enough to fecure obedience, all arguments are ufelefs, all 
i{courfes are vain, the grace of God is ineffeGtive, and we are’ 
dull as the Dead fea, unaGive asa rock, and we fhalt never dwell 
with God-in any fenfe, but as he 1 4 confuming fire, that is, dwell in 
the everlafting burnings, 
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Sram. VII. eles &, 48¢; {0 it is infome copies, with caution and fear ; or if we; A 
render évAazCae to be fear of punifhment, as it is generally under- 
ftood by interpreters of this place, and is in Hefychims tuaa6e? Sar | 
guaAanleSet,poCerSasthen the expreflion is the {ame in both words, | 
and it is all one with the other places of Scripture, work out your [al- 
vation with fear and trembling, degrees of the {ame duty,and they fig- 
nifie all thofe ations and graces, which are the proper efiuxes of 
fear ; fuch as are reverence, prudence, caution, and diligence, cha- 
ftity and a fober {pirit : @uActea oemrienc, fo alfo fay the Gram- 
marians; and it means plamly this; fince our God will appear 
{o terrible at his fecond regia > let ws pals the time of our fo- 
journing herein fear, that is,' modeftly without too great confidence 
of our {elves ; foberly without bold crimes, which when a man aéts 
he muft put on fhamelefnefs 3 reverently towards God, as fearing 
to offend him ; déligently obferving his commandements, inquiring 
after his will, trembling at his voice, attending to his Word, re- 
vering his judgments, fearing to provoke him to anger, for it is 
a feartul thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Thus far 
it isa duty. “. 3 He | 

Concerning which, that I may proceed orderly, I shall firft 
.confider how tar fear is a duty of Chriftian Religion. 2. Who 
and what ftates of men ought to fear, and upon what reajons, 
3. What is the excefs of fear, or the obliquity and irregularir 
whereby it becomes dangerous, penall, and criminal, a ftate of evil 
and not a ftate of duty. | a | ) 

I, Fear is taken fometimes is holy Scripture for the whole 
duty of man, for his whole Religion towards God. end now 
Ifral what doth the Lord thy God requtre of thee, but to fear the Lord thy 
God (&c, fear is obedsence, and-fear is love, and fear is humelity, 
becaufc it is the parent of all thefe, and is taken for the whole duty, 
to which it is an introduétion, The fear of the Lord ts the begin- 
ning of wif{dome, a good under standing have all they, that do there- 
| after, the prasfe of tt endureth for ever; and, Fear God and keep his 
-Commandements , for this the whole duty of man: and thus it is 
alfo ufed in the New Teftament: Let ws cleanfe our felves from all 
filtbinefs of the flelb and fpivit, perfetting holinefs 1n the fear of 
God, 2, Fear is {ometimes taken for worfbip: for fo our bleffed 
Saviour expounds the words of Mofes in Aat.4,10,taken from Deut, 
10,20, Thou fbalt fear the Lord thy God{o Mofes;Thou |balt worf{bip the 
Lord thy God,and him onely {halt thou fervefaid our bleffed Savtour: and 
{fo it was uled by the Prophet Joab, 1 am an Hebrew, and I fear the 
Lord the God of Heaven, that is, I worfhip him; he is the wi 
that Tadore, that is my worfhip and my Religion; and becaufe 
the new Colony of Ajjyrians did not do fo, at the beginning of 
their dwelling there,: they feared not the Lord, that is, they wor- 
fhipped other Gods, and not the God of Jfrael, therefore _ 

| | ent 
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A {ent Lions among them, which flew many of them. Thus far fear Sexu VII. 
is not a diftinét dutie, but a word fignitying fomething befides it 
felt; and therefore cannot come into the confideration of this texe. 
Therefore 3. Fear as it is a religious paffion is divided as the two 
Teftaments are ; and relates to the old and new Covenant, and ac- 
cordingly hath its diftinétion, In the Law, God uled his peop'e like 
fervants ; tnthe Gospel, he hath made ustobe fons, La the Laiy he 
eajoyn’d many things, hard, intricate, various, painful, and expen- 
five ; 22 the Gofpel he gave commandments, not hard, but full of 
pleature,neceffary and profitable to our life,and well-being of fingic 
perions and communities of men, Jz the Law, he hath exaéted thofe 
many precepts by the covenant of exact mea{ures,grains & fcruples; 
#n the Gefpel,he makes abatement for humane infirmities,temptations, 
moral necefflitics,miftakes,errors,for every thing that is pitiable, for 
every thing that is not malicious,and voluntary, Ja the Law,there are 
many threatnings, and but few promifes, the promife of temporal 
pro{perities branch’d into fingle inftances312 the Gofpel,thcre are but 
few threatnings,and many promites: And when God by Addfes gave 
the ten Commandements, only one of them was fent out with a 
promife, the precept of obedience to all our parents and fuperiorss 
buc when Chrift in his firft Sermon recommended eight duties, 
Chriftian duties to the Colledg of Difciples, every one of them be- 
gins with a bleffing and ends with a promife, and therefore grace is 
oppoled to the Lam, So that upon thefe differing interefts,the world 
put on the affections of Servants,and Sons : They of old feared God 
as a fevere Lord, much in his commands, abundant in threatnings, 
angry in his executions, terrible in his name, inhis Majeftie; and 
appearance, dreadful unto death ; and this the Apofile calls res- 
pa dsArsias, The spirit of bondage, or of afervant, But we have not 
recetved that Spirtt, &1¢ 93Gov, unto fear, not a fervile fear, Eat the Spt- 
rit of adoption and a filtal fear we mult have; God treats us like 
fons, he keeps us under difcipline,but defigns us to the inheritance ; 
and his government is paternal, his difciplines are merciful, his 
conduct gentle, his Son ts our Brother,and our Brother is our Lord, 
and our Judg:is our Advocate, and our Prieft hath fele our infir- 
mities, and therefore knows to pity them, and he is our Lord, and 
therefore he can relieve them; and from hence we have affections 
of fons; fo thata fear we muft not have, and yet a fear we mutt 
have 3 and by thefe proportions we underftand the difference, Af2- 
la Verert quam timert me a meis, {aid one in the Comedy, 1 had ra- 
ther be reverenc’d then fear’d by my children, The Englith doth 

| hot well expre!s che difference, but the Apoftle doth it rarely well. 
For that which he cals med 2 Serd‘as in Rom, 8.15,he cals rete 
daAriac,2 Tim.1.7. The f{pirit of bondage is the fpirit rather of téme- 

| roufnefs, or fearfulne{s rather then fear ; when weare fearful, that 

God will ufe us harfhly ; or when we think of the accidents, that 
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Sexs.VII.| happen, worfe then the things are, when they are proportion’d by; A 
meafures of eternitie ; and trom this opinion conceive forc’d refo- 
lutions and unwilling obedience, Xei pss “ Go0 8 OF @1D@,@AAL Dia 

| p5Bovaurd dpwar x, per'yovres 8 TO @HYpovy AAR +d Aummegy, {aid 
Aristotle, Good men are guided by reverence, not by fear, and they 
avoid not that which is afflictive, but that which is difhoneft: they 
are not fo good whofe rule is otherwife.But that we may take more 
exact meajures, I fhall defcribe the proportions of Chréftian or godly 
fear by the following propofitions, _ : a 
A, Godly fear ts ever without defpatr ; becaufe Chriftian fear is an |. 
inftrument of duty, and that duty without hope can never go for-| B 
ward, For what fhould that man do, who like Nasficlides Sve fa 
bre piAss é&y », hath neither {pring nor harveft,friends nor children, 
rewards nor hopes A man will very hardly be brought to deny his| __ 
own pleafing appetite, when for fo doing he cannot hope to have | 
a recompente ; when the mind of a man is between hope and fear, 
it is intent upon its work 5 at poftquam adempta fpes eft, laffu, cura 
confettus ftupet, if you take away the hope, the minde is weary, {pent 
with care, hindred by amazements ; aut aliquem famplertmus teme- 
| varia in Deos defperattone, faith Arnolius s a deipair of mercy makes 
men to defpife God ; and the damned in hell, when they {hall for | C 
ever be without hope,are alfo without fear ; their hope is turned in- 
to defpair, and their fear into blafphemy, and they curfe the foun- 
tain of bleffing, and revile God to eternal ages, When Dionyjins 
the Tyrant impofed intolerable tributes upon his Sicslian fubje@s, it 
amazed them, and they petitioned and cried for help, and Hatter’d 
him, and fear’d and obey'd him carefully ; but he impos’d ftill new 
ones, and greater, and at laft leftthem poor as the valleys of vz- 
fuvims,or the top of -#tna ; but then all being gone,the people grew 
idle, and carelefs, and walked in the markets, and publick places, 
curfing the Tyrant, and bitterly {coffing his perfon and vices ; which] p 
when Dsonyfios heard, he cauled his Publicans and Commitees to 
withdraw their impoft;for now,faies he,they are dangerous,becaufe 
they are defperate,wiy 9 sd ev fy sow Ore xarage gvscw hav when 
men have nothing left, they-will defpife cheir Rulers: and fo it is 
‘| in Religion ; audaces cogimur effe metu. If our fears be unreafona- 
¢ jble, ourdiligence is none at all, and from whom we hope for no- 
thing, neither benefit nor indemnitie, we defpife his command, and 
break his yoak, and trample it under our moft miferable fect, And 
therefore -£/chylus cals thele people Seppesc, hot, mad, and furious, 
carelefs of what they do, and he oppofes them to pious and holy | & 
‘tay Let your confidence be allayed with fear, and your fear 
fharpned with the intertextures of a holy hope, and the aétive 
powers of our fouls are furnifhed with feet and wings,with cies and 
hands,with confideration and diligence, with reafon and incourage- 
ments, But defpair is part of the punifhment that is in hell, and 


the 
ee 


Of Godly Fear. oe 89 
A , the Devils itill do evil chings becaufe they never hope to receive a; Spr. VIL 
good, nor finde a pardon. a 
2. Godly fear muft alwayes be with honourable opinson of God, with- 
our difparagements of his mercies, without quarrellings at the in- 
trigues of his providence, or the rough wayes of his Juftice, and 
therefore it muft be ever relative to our {elves and our own failings 
and imperfetions, Q@apocit’, daw Zeus avy lve Aokdy ? ya, God 
never walkes perverfely towards us, unlefs we walk crookedly to- 
| wards him, And therefore perfons, that onely confider the preat- 
nefs and power of God, and dwell for ever in the meditations of 
B | thofe fevere executions, which are tranimitted to us by ftory, or we 
obferve by accident, and converfation, are apt to be jealous concer- 
ning God, and fear him as an enemy, or as children fear fire, ot 
women thunder, only becaufe it can hurt them; Sépius tllud cogs - 
tant, quid pofytt w, cujus ttdsitsone funt, quam quid debeat facere (Cicero 
pro Qutnétzo) they remember oftner, wkat God can do, then what 
he will;being more afrighted at his Judgments,then delighted with 
his mercy.Such as were the Lacedemontans,when ever they faw a man 
grow opular,or wile,or beloved, & by confequence powerful, they 
sae him out of the countrey: and becaufe they were afraid of the 
C | power of J{mentas, and knew, that Pelopidas and Pherenscus and 
4 Androclydes could hurt them,jif they lifted, they banifhed them from 
Spartaybut they let Epaminondus alone,s' Ose pody QiAccoplay & WeRy- 
Hove, Did weviav adv'veroy, as being ftudious and therefore una- 
tive, and poor and therefore harmlefs ; It is harder, when men ufe 
God thus, and fear him as the a begga of the world ; who 
fits in heaven, and obferves all we do, and cannot want excufe to 
unifh all mankind, But this caution I have now inferted for their 
fakes, whofe Schools and Pulpits raife do@rinal fears concerning 
God,which if they were true, the —— part of mankind woul 
:D| be tempted to think,they have reafon not to love God 3 andall the 
other part, that have not apprehended areafonto hate him, would 
have very much reafon to fulpec his feverity, and their own con- 
dition, Such are they, which fay that God hath decreed the create 
| parcof mankind tocternal damnation, and that only to declare his 
feverity,and to manifeft his glory by a triumph in our torments,and 
rejoycings in the gnafhing of our teeth, And they alfo fear God un- 
reatonably, and {peak no good things concerning his Name, ‘who 
{ay that God commands us to obferve Laws,which are impoffible ; 
thacthink, he will condemn innocent perfons for errors of Judge- 
E | ment which they cannot avoid; that condemn whole Nations ie 
different opinions,which they are pleafed to call Herefie ; that think 
God will exact the duties of a man by the meafures of an Angel, 
or will not make abatement for all our pitiable infirmities, ‘The 
precepts of this cautionare, that we remeniber Gods mercies to be 
over all his works, that is, that he 7 mercy to all his creatures Zz 
3 that| 


go Of Godly Fear. 
Sux.VIL.. | thatneed ic; that God delights to have hismercy magnified in all; A 
oe things, and by all perfons, and at all times, and will not fuffer 
his greateft honour to be moft of all undervalued ; and therefore 
as he, that would accufe God of injuftice,were a blafphemer, fo he| - 
that fufpeéts his mercy, difhonours God as much, and produces 
in him(elf that fear,which is the parent of trouble,but no inftrument | - 
of duty. 
ain Godly fear ts operative, diligent, and tnflrumental to caution 
and (tri& walking: for {o fear ismother of holy living; and the A- 
poftle urges it by way of upbraiding : what! do we provoke God to an- 
| ger? are we ftronger then be? meaning, that if we be not ftrong| B 
enough to ftruggle with a feaver, if our voices cannot out-roar | 
thunder, if we cannot check the ebbing and flowing of the fea, if 
we cannot add one cubit to our ftature, how fhall we efcape the 
mighty hand of God > And here — your apprehenfions of 
the Divine power, of his juftice, an feverity, of the fiercenefs 
of his anger, and the fharpnefs of his {word, the heavinefs of his 
hand, and the fwiftnefs ot his arrows, as much as ever you can ; 
provided the effe& pafs on nofurther, but to make us reverent and 
obedient: but that fear is unreafonable, fervile, and unchriftian, 
that ends in bondage and fervile affections, {cruple and trouble,} C 
vanity and incredulity, fuperftition and defperation: Its proper 
bounds are humble and devout prayers, and aftrié and aboly piety, (ac- 
cording to his laws) and glorsficateons of God, or {peaking good 
things of his holy Name; and then it cannot be amifs: we muft 
be full of confidence towards God, we muft with cheerfulnefs rely 
upon Gods goodnefs for the iffue of our fouls, and our final inte- 
-{reft, butthis expectation of the Divine mercy muit be inthe ways 
of piety: Commit your felves to God 1n well-doing as unto a faithful 
Creator, «Alcibiades was too timorous, who being called from 
banifhment refufedto return, and being asked if he durft nottruft| p 
his country, anfwered, Ta piv dAAe mevra, meh 4 Wuyis tits 
inno, 80d TH penvel, pimwws eyvoicaca, Thy wlAaway ayT! THs 
Aewxrs emeviyny drpov’ In every thing elfe, but in the quefti- 
on of his life he would not truft his Mother, left ignorantly | 
fhe fhould miftake the black bean for the white, and intending a 
favour fhould do him a mifchief. we must, we may moft {ately | 
truft God with our fouls; the ftake is great, but the venture is 
none at alJ. For he is our (veator, and he is fa:thful; he is our 
Redeemer, and he bought them at a dear rate; he is our Lord, 
and they are his own; be prayes for them to his heavenly Father,! E 
and therefore he is az interested perfon, So thathe isa Party, and 
an Advocate, anda Fudge too; and therefore there canbe no grea- ; 
tcr fecurity in the world on Gods part ; and this is our hope,and our | 
confidence ; but becaufe we are but earthen veffels,under a law,and 
aflaulted by enemies, and endangered by temptations, thercfore 
: it 
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Of Godly Fear. or 
it concerns us to fear, left we make God our enemy, anda party; Sex.VII. 
againft us; And this brings me to the next part of the confi- 
deration; Who and what ftates of men ought to fear, and 
for what reafons 2 for as the former cautions did limit, fo this 
will encourage; thofe did direct, but this will exercife our godly 
Fear. 

1, I fhall not here infift upon the general reafons of fear, which 
concern every man, though it be moft certain, that every on hath 
caufe to fear, even the mott confident, and holy, becaufe his way is 
dangerous and narrow, troublefome anduneven, full of ambufhes 
and pitfals; and I remember what Polynices faid in the Tragedy, i syed Eurip. in 
when he was unjuftly thrown from his Fathers Kingdom, and refu- | Phesifis. 
fed to treat of peace but with a {word in hishand, "Awayra 9 ToA-| 
pamordava paiverat, Orav dl tylegc mis auelCnras yov's* cvcry 
ftep is adanger for a valiant man, when he walks in his ene- 
mies countrey ; and fo it is. with us; we are efpied by Gods 
and obferved by Angels, we are betrayed within, and affaulted 
without, the Devil is our enemy; and we arc fond of his mifchiefs ; 
he is crafty, and we love to be abufed; he is malicious, and we 
are credulous; he is powerful, and we are weak; he is too 
ready of himfelf, and yet we defire to be tempted; the world is 
alluring, and we confider not its vanity ; fin puts on all pleafures, 
and yet we take it, though it puts us to pain: In fhort, we are 
vain, and credulous, and fenfual, and trifling; we are tempted, 
and tempt our felves, and we fin frequently, and contrac evil 
habits, and they become fecond natures,and bring in a fecond death 
miferable and eternal; Every man hath need to fear, becaufe 
every man hath weakneffes, and enemies, and temptations, and dan- 
ers and caufes ofhisown. But I fhall onely inftance in fome pecu- 
fe forts of men, who it may be, leaft think of it, and therefore have 
moft caufe to fear. | . 
1ft, Are thofe of whom the Apoftle {peaks, Let him, that thenketh, 
he ftandeth, take heed le §t he fall, "Ev Zuv@ iy Qui anavias sx eveaciy (ag | 1Cor.10,.12, 
onaty 6 Anudxe dG.) faid the Greek proverb;In ordinary fifh weihall| 
never mect with thornes, and {piny prickles ; and in perfons of an 
ordinary even courfe of life we finde it too often, that they have 
no checks of confcience, or fharp reflexions upon their conditi- 
ons; they fall into no horrid crimes, and they think all is peace 
round about them; Butyou muft know, that as Grace 1s the im- 
provement and bettering of Nature, and Chriftian graces are the 
perfeétions of Morall habits, and are but new circumftances, for- 
malities, and degrees; fo it grows in natural meafures by fuper- 
natural aides, and ithath its degrees, its ftrengths and weakneffes, 
its promotions and arrefts, its {tations and declenfions, its direct 
fickneffes and indifpofitions ; and there is a ffate of grace that is 
next to fin; it inclines to evil and dwels with a temptatation, its 
| acts 
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Ser. VII. .acts are imperfe&, and the man isiwithin the Kingdome, but he; A 
lives in its borders, and is dubteé jurt{di:&ions, Thefe men have 
caufe to fear; Thefe men feem to ftand, but they reel indeed, 
and decline toward danger and death. Let thefe men ({aith the 
Apoftle) take heed lest they fall, for they fhake already ; fuch are 
perfons, whom the Scriptures call weak #7 faith, I do not mean 
new beginners in Religion, but fuch, who have dwelt long in its 
confines, and yet never enter into the heart of the countrey 3 fuch 
whofe faith is tempted, whofe piety does not grow; fuch, who 
yield a little ; people that do all, that — can lawfully do, and 
ftudy, how much ts lawful, that they may lofe nothing of a tem-| B 
poral intereft ; people, that will not be Martyrs in any degrce, and 
yct have good affections, and love the caufe of Religion, and yct 
will {ufter nothing for it: thefe are fuch which the Apoftle fpeaks, 
Doxtorw ésavasy They think they ftand, and{o they do, upon one leg, 
that is, fo long as they are untempted ; Lue wnen the Tempier 
comes, then they fall and bemoan themfelves, that by lofing peace 
they loft their inheritance. There are a great many forts of {uch 
perfons : fome when they are full, are content,and rejoyce in Gods 
providence, but murmur and are amazed, when they fall into po- 
verty. They are chafte, fo long as wag are within the prote&ion| C 
of marriage, but when they return to liberty, they fall into bon- 
dage, and complain they cannot help it; They are temperate and 
fober,if you let them alone at home; but call them abroad,and they 
will lofe their fober thoughts, as Diab did her honor,by going into 
new company. Thefe men in thefe eftates think me {tand, but 
God knows, they are {oon weary, and ftand ftiffas a Care, which 
the heat of the Syrtaz ftar or the tlames of the Sun cannot bend; but 
one figh of a Northern winde thakes them into the tremblings of a 
palfey: In this the beft advice is, that fuch fap fhould watch 
their own infirmities, and fee, on which fide they are mott open, | D 
and by what enemies they ufe to fall, and to fic from fuch parties 
as they would avoid death, But certainly they have grcat caufe to 
fear, who are fure to be fick when the weather changes ; or can no 
longer retain their poffeffion, but cill an enemy pleafe to take it 
away, or will preferve their honour, but till fome {miling temptati- 
on ask them to forgo it. | 

2ly, They alfo have great reafon to fear,;whofe repentance is bro- 
into {ragments,and is never a whole or entire change of life: I mean 
thole,that refolve againft a fin, and pray againft it, and hate it in all 
the refolutions of their underftanding,til that unlucky period comes,; E 
in which they ufe to a& it; but then they fin as mee 8 yas they wil 
infallibly repent it,when they have done-there are a very great many 
Chriftians,who are efteemed of the better fort of penitents,yct feel 
this feverifh repentance to be their beft ftate of health;they tall cer- 
tainly inthe returns of the fame circumftances,or at a certain waa 
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‘A oftime, but God knows, they do not get the victory over their fin. Ssxx. VIL 
but are within its power, For this is certain, they who fin and re- 
pent, and fin again in the fame or like circumftances, are in fome 
degree under the power and dominion of fin, when their atson can 
be recuc'd to an order or a method, to arule or acertatnty, that oftner 
bits then fasls, that fin # habitual, though 1 be the leaft habit, 
yet a habit itis ; every courfe, or order, or method of fin, every 
conftant or periodical return, every return that can be regularly 
obferved, or which a man can forelee, or probably foretell, even 
then when he does not intend it, but prayes againft it, every fuch 
B, | fin is to be reckoned, not fora fingle action, or upon the accounts 
of apardonable infirmity, but it isa combination, an evill ftate, 
{uch a thing as the man ought to feare concerning himfelfe, 
Icft he be furpriz’d and call’d from this world before this evil 
{tate be altered; for if it be, his {ecurities are but flender, and 
his hopes will deceive him, It was afevere doctrine that was 
maintain'd by fome great Clerks and holy men in the Primi- 
tive Church, © That Repentance was to be but once after Baptifm;| 
“One Faith, one Lord, one Bapti{me, ane Repentance; * all thele| *Web.o 6. 
the Scripture faith; and it is true, if by repestance we mean the en- ad 10, 26, 
C ' tire change of our conditionsfor he that returns willingly to the ftate | °°" * 
of an unbeleeving, or a heathen protane perfon,intirely, and choo 
fingly, in defiance of, and apoftatie from his Religion, cannot be 
renew'd again (as the Apottle twice affirms in his Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, But then, concerning this {tate of Apoftafie, when it hap- 
ned in the cafe, not of Faith, but of Charity and obedience, there 
were many fears and jealoufies : they were therefore very fevere in + 
their doétrines , left men should fall into fo evil a condition, they | 
enlarged their fear,that they might be ftricter in their duty; and ge- 
nerally thisthey did beleeve , tnat every fecond repentance was 
D wore then the firft, and the third worfe then the fecond, and ftill as 
the fin returned,the Spirit of God did the leffe love to inhabit;and if 
he were provoked too often,would fo withdraw his aides and com- 
fortable cohabitation , that the Church had little comfort in fuch 
childrens fo faid (lemens Alexandr, ftromat, 2. “As cuveyei's x, 
amaaanaos int ois capt hac pera voias, SOey oP x2 Jamwak poy 
memseuxitov diapécsoww, ‘ Thofe frequent and alternate repentan- 
“ces, that is, repentances and finnings interchangeably, differ not | 
“ from the conditions of men that are xot within the covenant of grace, 
“ from them that are not beleevers, } pive 1@ ouval SeDaiOri 2uap- 
E “talysoi, fave onely (fays he) that thefe men perceive, that they 
| fins they do it more againft their con{cience then infidels and unbe- 
lievers; and therefore they do it with lefs honefty and excufe, 
% 8x of, Sadreegy auroi's yelegvy, Aro &OSTa auapraveys 
WMeravohcavra, &p of¢ Huzprer, mAnyweAdiy cubic, “I know 
not, which is worfe, either to fin knowingly or wilfully ; or to} 
| , ¢ repent 
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Ser. VII. ,“ repent of our fin, and fin it over again, And the fame fevere; A 
doétrine is delivered by Theodoret in his Twelfth book againft the 
Greeks, and is hugely agreeable to the difcipline of the Primitive 
Church; And it is a truth of fo great feverity,that it ought to quic- 
ken the repentance and fowre the gayeties of eafie peoplc,and make 
them fear,whofe repentance 1s theretore ineffectual ,becauic it is not 
integral or united, but broken in pieces by the intervention of new 
crimes; fo that the repentance 1s every time to begin anew ; and 
then let it be confidered, what growth that repentance can make, 
that is never above a week old, that is,for ever in his infancy, that is 
{till inits birch, that never gets the dominion over fin. Thefe men,| B 
I fay, ought to fear, left God reject their perfons, and deride the 
folly of their new begun repentances, and at laft be weary of giving 
them more opportunities, {ince they approve all, and make ufe of 
none, their #nderflanding 1s right and their will a flave,their reafon is 
for God, and their aftections tor fin ; thefe men (as the Apoftles ex- 
preffion is) salk not as wife but as fools: for we deride the folly of 
thofe men, that refolve upon the fame thing a thoufand times, and 
never keep one of thofe relolutions, Thefe men are vain and light, 
eafie and effeminate,childifli and abufed ; thefe are they of whom 
our bleffed Saviour faid thofe fad decretory words, Many {hall firrve! C 
to enter in, and {ball not be able, : 
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3. Hey. have great reafon to, fear, whofe fins are not yet 
; remitted ; for they are within the dominion of fin, with- 
in the Kingdom of darknefs, and the regions of fear : 
Light makes us confident, and Sin checks the {pirit of a man into 
the pufillanimitie and cowardize of a girle or a confcious boy : and 
they do their work in the dayes of peace and a wealthy fortune, 
and come to pay their fymbole in a war or in a plague; then 
they {pend of their treafure of wrath, which they laid up in 
C | their veffels of difhonour! And indeed, want of fear brought 
them to it; for ifthey had known, how to have accounted con- 
cerning the changes of mortality, if they could have reckoned 
right conceming Gods judgments falling upon finners, and re- 
membred, that themfelves are no more to God then that Brother 
of theirs that died in a drunken furfeit, or was kill’d in a Rebell 
war, or was before his ged corrupted by the thames of luft ; 
if they could have told the minutes of their life, and pafled on 
towards their grave at Icaft in religious and fober thoughts, and 
confider’d, that there muft come a time for them to die, and after 
death comes judgment, a tearful and an intolerable judgment, it 
would not have come to this pafs, in which their prefent condi- 
tion of affairs do amaze them, and their fin hath made them lia- 
ble unto death, and that death is the beginning of an eternal evil, 
In this cafe it is natural to fear ; and if men confider their ‘con- 
dition, and know that all the felicity, and all the fecurity they can 
have, depends upon Gods mercy pardoning their fins, ‘they can- 
not chufe but fear infinitely, if they have not reafon to hope that 
their fins are pardoned. * Now concerning this, men inded have 
generally taken a courfe to put this affair to avery fpeedy iffue, 
God  merctful, and God forgive me, and all is done: or it ma 
be a few fighs, like the deep fobbings of a man, that is ginal 
dead with laughter, that is, a trifling forrow returning upon a man, 
after he is full of fin, and hath pleafed himfelf with violence; 
and revolving onely by a natural change from fin to forrow; 
from laughter to a groan, from funfhine to a cloudy day ; or ic may 
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Sax: VILL. | be the good man hath left fome one fin quite, or fome degrees of| A 
| ' | all fin, and then the conclufion is firm, he is rei&us in Curia, his 
fins are pardoned, he was indeed in an evil condition, but xo» 
he 4s purged, be  fantified and clean, Thefe things are very 
bad, but it is much worfe, that men fhould continue in their fin, 
and grow old in it, and arrive at confirmagion, and the ftreneth of 
habitual wickednefs, and grow fond of it, and yee think if they 
die, their account ftands as fair in the cyés of Gods mercy, as 
St Peter’s after his tears and forrow, Our fins are not pardoned 
eafily and quickly; and the a and the greater hath been the ini-| 
quity, the harder and more difficult and uncertain is the pardon ;| B 
it isa great progrefs to return from all the degrees of death to life, 
to motion, to quicknefs, to purity, to acceptation, to graces to 
contention, and growth in grace, to perfeverance, and fo to pardon, 
For pardon ftands no where, but at the gates of heaven. ‘Itisa 
great mercy, that fignifies a final and univerfal acquittance. God 
fends it out in little {croles, and excufes you from falling by the 
_-  |fword of the enemy, or the fecret ftroke of an Angel in the dayes 
of the plague ; but thefe are but little entertainments and inticings 
of our hopes to work on towards the great pardon, which is regi- 
{tred in the leaves of the Book of Life. And it is a mighty folly 
to think, that every little line of mercy fignifies glory and ab/o- 
lution from the eternal wrath of God; and therefore it is not to 
be wondred at, that wicked men are unwilling to die; itisa 
reater wonder, that many of them dic with fo little refentment of 
their danger and their evil, There is reafon for them to tremble, 
when the Judg fummons them to appear, When his meffenger is 
cloathed with horror, and {peaks in thunder; when their confcience 
is their accufer, and their accufation is great, and their bills un- 
cancell’d, and they have no title to the crofs of Chrift, no advocate, | _- 
no excufe ; when God is their enemy, and Chrift is the injur’d} p 
perfon, and the Spirit is grieved, and ficknefs and death come to 
plead Gods caufe againft the man; then there is reafon, that the 
natural fears of death fhould be high and pungent, and thofe natu- 
ral fears encreafed by the reafonable and certain expectations of 
that anger, which God hath laid up in heaven for ever, to con{ume 
and deftroy his enemies. 
And indeed if we confider, upon how trifling and inconfidera- 
ble grounds moft men hope for pardon(if at leaft that may be call’d 
hope, which is nothing but a carelefs boldnefs, and an unreafo- 
nable wilfull confidence) we fhall fee much caufe to pity very| E 
many who are going merrily to a fad and intolerable death. Par- 
don of fins is a mercy which Chrift purchafed with his dearcft 
bloud, which he minifters to us upon conditions of an infinite 
kindenefs, but yet of great holinefs and obedience, and an active 
living faith ; itis agrace, that the moft holy perfons beg of stirs 
wit 
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A , withmighty paffion, and labour for witha great diligence, and ex- | Sex; VIII: 
| e& with trembling fears, and concerning it many times fuffer 
fadneffés with uncertain fouls, and receive it by degrees, and it 
enters upon them by little portions, and it is broken as their 
fighes and fleeps.. But fo have I feen the returning Sea enter 
upon the ftrand, and the waters rolling towards the fhore, throw 
up little portions of the tide, and retire as if nature meant to 
play, and not to change the abode of waters; but ftill the flood 
crept by lictle fteppings, and invaded more by his progreffions 
then he loft by his retreat, and having told the number of its 
B fteps, it poffeffes its new portion till the. Angel calls it back, 
_| that it may leave its unfaithtull dwelling of the fand: fo is the 
’ "pardon of our fins; it comes by flow motions, and firft quits a 
| prefent death, and turnes, it may be; into a fharp fickneffe ; and 
| af that fickneffe prove not health tothe foul, it wafhes off, and it 
| may be will dath againft the rock again, and proceed to take off 
_ the feverall inftances of anger, and the periods of wrath; but all 
‘ this while it is uncertain concerhing our) finall intereft, whether 
it be ebbe or floud, and every hearty prayer, and every bounti- 
full almes ftill enlarges the pardon, or addes a degree of probabi- 
C lity and hope ; and then a drunken meeting, ora covetous defirc, 
| or an a@ of luft, or loofer {wearing, idle talk, or negle& of Re- 
ligion, makes the pardon retire , and while it is difputed between 
Chrift and Chrifts enemy, who hall be Lord, the pardon fluatu- 
ates like the wave,ftriving to climbe the rock,and is wath'd off like 
its own retinue, and it gets poficflion by time and uncertainty, by 
difficulty , and the degrees of a hard progreflion, When David 
had finned but in one inftance, interrupting the courfe of a holy lite 
by one fad calamity , it pleafed God to pardon him; but fee 
upon what hard terms: He prayed long, and violently, he wepe| 
D | fofe, he was humbled in fackcloth and afhes, he eat the bread -of 
| affli@ion, and drank of his botrleof tears; helofthis Princely 
{pirit, and had an amazing confeience; he fuffered the wrath of 
God, and the {word neyer did depart from his houfe, his Sen 
rebell’d, and his Kingdome revolted ; he fled on foot, and main- 
tained Spies againft his childe, he was forc’d to fend an Army 
againft him, that was dearer then his own eyes, and to fight} 
againft him, whom he would not hurt for all the riches of Syria 
and Egypt; his concubines were defil’d by an inceftuous mixture, 
in the vee of the Sun before all Jfrae/, and his childe that was 
E | the fruit of fin, after a 7 dayes feaver died, and left him no-| 
| thing of his fin to fhow, but forrow, and the {courges of the Divine 
vengeance ; and after all this, God pardoned him finally, be- 
cake he was for ever forrowfull, and never did the fin againe. 
He that hath finned a thoufand times for Davzd’s once, 1s too 
confident, if he thinks that all 7 fhall be pardoned at. a leffe 
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rate then was ufedto expiate thatone mifchicf of the religious 
King ; The Son of David died for his father Dawid, as well as he 
did tor uss he was the Lamb flain from the beginntng of the worlds 
and yet that death, and that relation, and all the heap of the Di- 
vine favours, which crown’d Daved with a circle richer then the 
royall diadem, could not exempt him from the portion of finners, 
when he defcended intotheir pollutions. 1 pray God we may find 
the fure mercies of David, and may have our portion in the redem- 
tion wrought by the Sez of Daizd; but we are to expect it upon 
ae terms as are revealed, {uch which include time, and Jabour, 
and ufcertainty , and watchfulneffe, and fear, and holy living. Buc 
it isa fad obfervation, that the cafe of pardon of {fins is fo admi- 
niftred that they, that are moft fure of itshave the gercateft fears con- 
cerning it; and they, to whom it doth not belong at all, are as con- 
fident as children and fools, who believe every thing they have a 
mind to, not becaufe they have reafon fo to do, but becaufe 
without it they are prefently miferable. The godly and holy per- 
fonsof the Church, work owt thetr falvation wiih fear and trem- 
bling; and the wicked go to deftru@ion with gaycty and confi- 
dence; thefe men think all is well, while they are 22 the gall of 
bitternefje, and good men arc toffcd in a tempcii, crying and pray- 
ing for a fafe condué&, and the fighes of their fears, and the 
wide of their prayers waft them {ately to their Port. Pardon of 


{fins is not eafily obtain’d 5 becaule they who oncely certainly can 


receive it, find difhculty, and danger, and fears in the obtaining it; 
and therefore their cafe is pitiable and deplorable ,; who when 
they have leaft reafon to expect pardon, yet are moft confident and 
careleffe. , | 

But becaufe there are forrows onone fide, ahd dangers onthe | 
{other, and temptations on both fides, it will concern all forts pf 
mento know, when their fins are pardoned, For then, when they 
cat perceive oe certaine and evident, they may reft in 
their expeations of the Divine mcrcies ; when they cannot fee 
the fignes, they may leave their confidence, and change it into re- 
pentance, and watchfulneffe, and ftri&er obfervation ; and in or- 
der tothis, I fhall tell. you that which fhall never fail you; a cer- 
tain figne, that you may know whether or no, and when, und in what | 
degvee your perions are pardoned. 

1, Ifhall not confider the evils of fin by any Metaphyficall and 


abitracted effects, but by fenfible, reall, and materiall. He that 


revenges himfelf of another, does fomething that will make his 
enemic gricve, fomething that fhall difpleate the offender as much 
as fin did the offended ; and therefore all the evils of {in are fuch 


| as relate to us, and are to be eftimated by our apprehenfions, Sin 


makes God angry, and Gods anger, if it be not turned afide, will 


{{make us miferable and accurfed, and therefore in proportion to 


! this 


E | nifeft. 
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this we are to reckon the proportions of Gods mercy in forgive- 


neffe, or his anger in retaining, | — 

2, Sin hath obliged us to fuffer many evils, even whatfoever 
the anger of Godis pleated to infli@ ; ficknefle and difhonour, 
poverty and fhame, a caytive {pirit, and a guilty confcience, famine 
and war, plague and peftilence, fudden death anda fhort life,tem- 
porall death or death eternal, according as God in. the feveral cove- 


| nants. of the Law and Gofpel hath expreffed, 


3. For in the Law of Afofes fin bound them to nothing but tem- 
poral evils, but they were fore,and heavie, and many ; but thefe on- 


B ly there were threatned ; in the Gofpel Chrift added the menacies| 


of evils {piritual and eternal, 
_ 4. The great evil of the Jewes was their abfciffion and cutting off 


from being Gods people, to which eternall damnation anfwers a_| 


mongft us ; and as fickneffe, and war, and other intermedial evils 
were leffer ftrokes in order to the finall anger of God againft 
their Nation, fo are thefe and {piritual evils intermediall, in 


order to the eternall deftrudtion of finning and unrepenting 


Chr iftians, i ff | . 
j- When God had vifited any of the finnets of J/rael with a oties 


C_ vous fickneffe, then they lay under the evil of their fin, and were 


not pardoned till God took away the fickneffe ; but the taking the 
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evil away, the evil of the punifhment, was the pardon of the finne ; |. 


to pardon the fin ts to fpare the finner : and this appears; For when 
Chrift had faid tothe man fick of the palfie, Sor thy fins are for- 
1ven thee, the Pharifees accufed him of blafphemy, ‘becaufe none 
d power to forgive fins but God onely ; Chrift to vindicate him- 
{elf gives them an ocular demonftration, and proves his words ; 
that yee may know, the Son of Man bath power on earth to forgive 
finnes, hee faith 40 the man fick of the paliie, Arife and walk; then 


D_ he pardoned the fin, when he took away the fickneffe, and proved 


the power by reducing it toa; for if pardon of fins be any thin 
elfe, it muftbe eaferor harder: if itbe eafier, then fin hath not {fo 
much evil in it asa fickneffe, which no Religion as yet ever taught, 


If it be harder, then Chrifts power to do that; which was harder, | 


could not be proved by doing that which waseafier, It remains 
therefore, that it is the a thing to take the punifhment away, as 
to procure or give the pardon ; becaufe as the retaining the finne 
was an obligation to the evil of punifhment, fo the remitting the 
finne is the difobliging to its penalty. So farre then the cafe is ma- 


6. The next ftep is this, that although in the Gofpel God pu- 
nifhes finners with temporall judgements,and fickneffes,and deaths, 
with fad accidents, and evil Angels, and meffengers of wrath ; yet 
befides thefe leffer {trokes, he hath {corpions to chaftife, and loads 


2 another, 


6 


| of worfe evils to oppreffe the a : he punifhes one fin with | - 
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Ser. VI. another, vile a&s with evil habits, thefe with a hard heart, aud this | A 
with obitinacie, and obftinacie with ympenitence, and inapenitence 
with damnation, Now becaufe the worft of evils,which are threat- 
ned to us, are fuch which confign to hell by perfevering in finne, as. 
God takesoff our love and our afteétions,our relations and bondage 
under fin, juft inthe fame degree he pardons us ; becaufe the pu-. 
nifhment of fin being taken off and pardoned, there can remain no 
guile, Guiltineffe is an unfignificant word, if there be no obligation. 
to punithmenr, Since therefore {pirituall evils,and progreffons in 
fin, and the {pirit of reprobation, and impenitence,and accurfed ha- 
bits, and perfeverance in iniquitie are the worft of evils, when thefe | p 
are taken off, the fin hath loft its venome, and appendant curfe ; far. 
fin paffes on to eternall death only by the lise of impenitence,and it 
can never carrie us to hell,if we repent timely and effectuallie;ia the 
{ame degree therfore,that any man leaves his fin,juft in the fame de- 
grce he is pardoned, & he is ture of it. For although curing the tem- 
porall evill was the pardon of fins among the Jows, yet we muft 
reckon our pardon by curing the fpirituall. If I have fifined againft 
God in the thamefull crime of Luft, then God hath pardoned my 
fins, when upon my repentance and praiers he hath given me the 
grace of Chaftity. My Drunkenneffe is forgiven, when I have 
acquir’d the grace of Temperance, and a fober {pirit. My Cove- c 
coufneffe fhall no more be a.damning fin, when | have a loving and 
charitable {pirit ; loving to do good, and defpifing the world: for 

{every further — of fin being a ncerer ftep to hell, and by con- 
fequence the worft punifhment of fin, it follows inevitably , that 
according as we are put into a contrary ftate, fo are our degrees of 
pardon, and the worft punifhment is already taken off. And there- 

_| tore we fhall find,that the great blefling,and pardon,& redemption 
which Chrift wrought for ug, is called fantisficatsox, bolpneffe, and | 
turning us away from our finnes: SO St, Peter, Yee know that you 
were not redeemed with corruptible things , as filuer and gold, from 
jour vain conver{ation , that’s your redemption, that’s: your deli-' 
verance :. you were taken from your finfull ftate, that was the ftate : 

2Ep.1.3. | Of death, this of life and — ; and therefore they are made 

Synonyma by the fame Apoftle, According as his Divine power bath 
given us all things that pertain to life and godlineffe; to lve and 
to be godly is all one; to remain in fin and abide in death, is all 
One ; to redeemus from fin, isto {natch us from hell; he that gives | 
US godlineffe, gives us life, and that fuppofes pardon, or the aboli- | 
tion of the rites of eternall death: and this was the conclufion of -p 
A&s 3.26. | St. Peter’s Sermon, and the fumme totall of our redemption and of 
our pardon; God hating raifed up bis Son, fent Im to bleffe us tn ' 
turning away every one of you from your intqusty ; this is the end of 
Chrifts paffion and bitter death, the purpofe of all his and all 
our preaching, the effect of bapti{me, purgeng, walbing, fendi fpings 
the 
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A ; the work of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, the fame body ; Sex, VIII-| 
‘that was broken, and the fame bloud that was {hed for our redcm- | | 
_ption, is to conform us into his image and likenefle of living and 
dying,of doing and fuffering ; The cafe is plain, juft as we leave our 
fins, 10 Gods wrath thall be taken from us; as we get the graces 
contrary to our former vices, fo infallibly we are confign'd to par- 
don. If therefore you are in conteftation againft fin; while you 
dwell in difficulry,and fometimes yeeld to fin, and fometimes over- 
come it, your pardon is uncertain, and is not difcernable in its pro- 
}greffe ; but when fin is mortified, and your lufts are dead, and un- 
B ae rthe power of grace, and you are led by the Spirit, all your | 
| fears concerning your ftate of pardon are caufelefle, and affli@ive 
without rea{on ; but fo long as you live at the old rate of luft or in- 
_temperance, of covetoufneffe or vanity, of tyranny or oppreffion,of 
| carcle{nefle or irreligion, flatter not your felves, you have no more 
| reafon to on for pardon then a begger fora Crown,or a condem- 
, ned criminall to be made Heir apparent to that Prince, whom hee 
_ , would traiteroufly have flain, | | : 
4. They have great reafon to fear concerning their condition,who 
| having been in the ftate of grace, who having begun to lead a good 
C_ life, and give their names to*God by folemne deliberate aéts of will 
and underftanding, and made fome progreffe in the way of Godli- 
nefs,if they fhall retire to folly,and unravel all their holy vows, and 
commit thofe evils, from which they formerly run as froma fire 
or inundation, their cafe hath in it {o many evils, that they have 
reat reafon to fear the anger of God, and concerning the finall 
iffue of theit fouls, For return to folly hath in it many evils beyond 
the common ftate of fin and death ; and {uch evils, which are moft 
contrary to the hopes of pardon, 1. He that falls back into tlofe 
fins he hath repented of; does grieve the holy Spirit of God, ty which 
D hee was fealed to the day of redemption, For fo the eA uittbefis is 
| plain and obvious; Jf at the converfionof a finner there is joy before 
the beatified Spirits, the eAagels of God, and that is the confumma- 
tion of our pardon and our confignation to felicity, then we may 
imagine how great an evil itis to gréeve the Spirit of God;, who is 
greater then the Angels. The children of Hrael were carefully 
warned , that they fhould not offend the Angel : Bebold, I fend an 
etngel before thee, teware of him, and obey his voyce, provoke him 
not, fer bee will et pardon your tranf{yreffions, that is, he will not 
| to punifh you if you grieve him: Much greater is the evil, 
it we grieve him,who fits upon the throge of Gcd,who is the Prince 
of all the Spirits: and befides, grieving the Spirit of God is an 
affecdzon; that isas contrary to his felicéty, as luft is to his holtneffe 
both which are effentiall to him, Triftstia enim omnium fpirituum 
nequi(sima eff WF pefsima fervss Det, @ omnium fpiritus extermi- 
nat, @ cruciat Spiritum {anktum, {aid oe Sadneffe is the grea- | 
sa 7 | = 7 _teft} - 


Ex. 23.20,21, 
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Ser, VIII. ; teft enemy to Gods fervants 5 if you grieve Gods Spirit, you caft | A 
him out ; for he cannot dwell with forrow and grieving ; unleffe ir 
be fuch a forrow, which by the way of vertue paffes on to joy and 
never ceafing felicity. Nowby grieving the holy Spirit, is meant, 
thofe things which difpleafe him,doing unkindnefle to him,and then 
the grief, which cannot in proper fencefeife upon him, will in cer- 
tain effects return upon us :. Ita enim dico (Laid Seneca) facer intra 
nos Spiritus fedet, bonorum, maloramque noftrorum obfervator & cuftos, 
bic prout a nobis trattatus eff, sta nos rpfe tratat, There isa holy 
{pirit dwels in every good man, who 1s the obferver and guardian | _ 
of all our actions, and as we treat him, {fo willhe treatus. Now we | p 
ought to treat him {weetly and tenderly thankfully and with obfer- 
|vation, Deus precepit, Spirttum fanttum, utpote pro nature (ue bono 
tenerum (9 delicatum, tranquillitate, © lenstate, @ quiete, @ pace 
irattare, {aid Tertullian de Spettaculss, The Spirit of God isa lo- 
i anda kind Spirit, gentle andeafie, chaft and pure, righteous 
and peaceable,and when he hath done fo much for us as to wafh us 
from our impurities,and to clenfe us from our ftains,and ftreighten 
our obliquities, and to inftruét our ignorances,and to {natch us from 
an intolerable death, and toconfigne us to the day of redemption, 
that is, to the refurrcétion of our bodies from dcath, corruption, 
and the difhonours of the grave, and to appeafe all the ftorms and | 
uneafyneffe, and to make us free as the fous of God, and furni~hed 
with the riches of the Kingdome, and all this with innumerable 
arts,with difficulty, and in defpite of our lufts and reluctancies, with 
parts and interrupted fteps, with waitings and expectations, with 
watchfulneffe and ftratagemis,with infpirations and collaterall affift- 
ances, after all this grace, and bounty,and io aaa that we fhould 
defpite this grace, and trample upon the bleflings, and fcorn to re- 
ceive life at {o great an expence, and love of God, this is {o great a 
bafeneffe and unworthineffe,that by troubling the tendereft paffions, | py 
it turns into the moft bitter hoftilities ; by abufing Gods love it, 
turns into jealoufie, and rage, and indignation. Go and {in no more, 
left a wor(e thing happen to thee. . | 

2. Falling away after we have begun to live well is a great caufe 
of fear, becaufe there is added to it the circumftance of znexcufeable- 
nee. The manhath been taught the fecrets of the Kingdome, and 
therefore his underftanding hath been inftrudéted; he hath tafted 
the pleafures of the Kingdom, and therefore his will hath been fufh- | 
ciently entertain’d, He was entred into the ftate of life,and renoun- | 
ced the ways of death,his fin began to be pardoned, &hisluftstobe 
crucified, he felt the pleafures ot victory, and the bleffings of peace, ' 
and therefore fell away, not onely againft his reafon,but alfo againft ; 
{his intereft; and to {ucha perfon the Queftions of his foul have been 
fo perfeétly ftated, and his prejudices & inevitable abufes fo clearly , 
taken off, and he wasfo made to view the paths of life and death, ' 

that 
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A thati fhe chufes the way of fin again, it muft be, not by weakneff 
or the infelicity of his breeding, or the weakneffe of his underftan- 


‘ding, but a direé& preference or prelation, a preferring fin before |. 


| grace, the {pirit of luft before the purities of the foul, the madneffe 
‘of drunkennefs before the fulnefs of the Spirit, money before our 
friend, and above our religion, and heaven, and God himfelf. This 
man isnot to be piticd upon pretence, that he 1s betrayed; ortobe 
relieved,becaule he is oppreffed with potent enemies ; or tobe par- 
re he could not help it, for he once did help it, he did 
_ lovercome his temptation, and chufe God,and delight in vertue, and 
B_ was an heir of heaven, and was a conqueror over iin, and delivered 
_ |from death; and he may do fo ftill, and Gods grace is upon him 
more plentitully, and the luft does not tempt fo ftrongly 5 and if it 
did, he hath more’ power to refift it; and therefore if this man 
‘falls, itis becaufe he wilfully chufes death, it is the portion that he 
loves, and defcends into with willing andunpitied fteps, Quam uilis 
fata es, nimis tterans vias tuas | {aid God to Judah, 
3. He that returns from vertue to his old vices, is forced todo 
violence to his own reafon, to make his confciegce quiet : he does 
! it fo unreafonably, foagaintt all his fair inducements, fo againft his 
C reputation, and the principles of his fociery, fo again{t his honour, 
|and his promifes, and his former difcourfes & his doétrines,his cen- 
{uring of men for the fame crimes, and the bitter invectives and re- 
proofs, which in the dayes of his health and reafon he ufed againft 
his erring Brethren, that he is now conftrained to an{wer his own ar- 
guments, he is intangled in his own difcourfes, he is fhamed with 
his former converfation;and it will be remembred againft him,how 
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feverely he reproved, and how reafonably he chatftiied the luf, |, 


which now he runs to in defpite of himfelf and all his friends. And 
becaufe this is his condition, he hath no way left him, but either to 

D_ be impudent, which is hard for him at firft ; it being too big a natu- 
' | rall chaage to paffe fuddenly from grace to immodeft circumftan- 
ces and hardneffes of face and heart: or elfe, therefore he muf 
entertain new principles and apply his mindto beleeve a lie; and 
then begins to argue, There is no neceility of being fo fevere in my 
life; greater finners then I have been faved ; Gods mercies are 
greater then all the fins of man; Chrift died for us, and if I may 
not be allowed to fin this fin, what eafe have I by his death ? or, 
this fin is neceffary, and I cannot avoid it; or, it is queftionable, 
whether this fin is of fo deep a die as is pretended ; or, flefh and 

E | bloudisalways with me, and I cannot fhake itoff; or, there are 
foie Sects of Chriftians that do allow it, orif they donot, yet 
they declare it eafily pardonable, upon no hard terms, and very 
reconcileable with the hopes of heaven; or, the Scriptures are not 
rightly underftood in their pretended condemnations; or elfe,other 
men do as bad as this, and there is not one in ten thoufand but = 

| | is 
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his private retirements from vertue; or elfe, when Iam old, this [4A 
fin will leave me, and God is very pitifull to mankinde, But while 
‘| the man like an intangled bird flutters in the net,and wildly difcom- 
pofes that, which flouldfupport him, and that, whichholds him, |} © 
the net and his own wings, thatis, the Lawes of God and his own |’ 
con{cience and per{wafion, he is refolved to do the thing, and fecks | : 
excufes afterwards ; and when he hath found out a fig-leav’d apron 
that he could put on, or a cover for his eyes, that he may not fee |" 
his own deformity, then he fortifies his error with irrefolucion and | 
inconfideration; and he beleeves it, becaufe hee will, and hee mill, 
becaufe it ferves his turn: then he is entred upon his ftate of fear ; | p | 
and if he does not fear concerning himfelf, yet his condition is fear- 
full, andthe man hath véy addxiptoy, a reprobate minde, that is, a 
judgement corrupted by luft; vice hath abufed his reafoning, and 
if God proceeds in the mans method, and lets him alone in his 
courfe, and gives him over to beleevea lic, fo that he fhall call 
{good evil, and evil good, and come to be heartily per{waded. 
that his excufes are reafonable and his pretences fair, then the man 
is defperately undone through the ignorance that w% tn him, as 
Saint Paul deicribes his condition ; bes heart is blinde, he is pajt fee- 
ling, his underftanding ws darkned, then he may walk in the vanity ( 
of bss minde, and give himfelf over to lafctusoufneffe, and thall a 
all uncleannefJe with greedineffe, then he needs no greater mifery: 
_|this is the ftate of evil,which his fear ought to have prevented, but 
now it is paft fear, and is to be recovered with forrow, or elfe to 
be run through till death andhell are become his portion; fiuzt xo- 
vifSima illius pejora priortbus, kis latter end 18 worfe then bis begin- : 
ning, | 
7 Befides all this,it might eafily be added; that he that fals from | 
vertue to vice again, addes the circumftance of sngratttude to his | 
load of fins 3 he fins againft Gods mercy, and puts out his own yy 1] 
eyes; he ftrives to unlearn, what with labour he hath pwtchafed, |“ | 
and defpifes the trouble of hisholy daies, and throws away the re-|_ 
ward of vertue for an intereft, which himlelf defpifed the firft - 
in which he began to take fober counfels; he throws himfelf bac 
{in the accounts of eternity, and flides to the bottome of the hill, ! 
from whence with {weat and labour of his hands and knees he had | 
long been creeping ; he defcends from the fpirit to the flefb, from 
honour to di|bonour, from wife principles to unthrifty prattifes; like 
one of the vainer fellows, who grows a fool, anda prodigall, and 
a begger, becanfe he delights in inconfideration, in the madncfle of E ) 
drunkenneffe, and the quiet of a lazy and unprofitable life, So that : 
this man hath great caute ro fear, and if he does, his fear is as the : 
fear of enemies and not {ons ; I do not fay, thatit isa fear, that ts 
pa Bag: to Godsbut it is {uch an one, as may arrive at goodnefle, 
and the fear of fons, if it be rightly manag’d, , | 
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A, For we muft know, that no fear is difpleafing to God 5 no fear of | Ssx. VIt! 
ite, whether ibe tear of punithmeng, of fcax to offend 5 the fear 
of fexvants, or the fear-of' fans; But the effekts of fear.do diftinguifh 
the man, and areto. ke entertained of rejecked scorsingly. If 
|ferutle fear makes us toremove our fins, and fo paffes us anaes 
our pardon, and the receiving fuch graces, which may endear our 
duty and oblige our affection; that fear is smperfeci, but net crimt- 
nall, it is the beginning of wifdome, and the firft introduction to it; 
but if chat fear fits ftill, or-refts in a fervile minde, or a hatred of 
God, or {peaking evil things concerning him, or unwillingneffe to 
B | do our duty, that which at firft was indifferens, or at the worft im- 
perfe&, proves miferable and malicious ; fo we do our duty, it is 
no matter,upon what prigciples we do it; it is no*matrer,where we 
| begin, fo frona thay beginning we paffe on to duties and perfection, 
If we fear God as an enemic, an enemic of our finnes and of our 
| perfons for their fakes, as yet this fear is but a ferusle fear, it cannot 
bea fikall fear, fince we our felves are notfons; but if this fervile 
fear makes us to defire to be recgncil’d to Gad, that he may no lon: 
ger {tay at enmitie with ps, from this fear we fhall foon pafie to 
carefulueffe, from carefulneffe to lave, from love to drligence, from ds- 
| 
| 


C | ligeuce to penfection; and the enemies {hall become fervants, and the 
|| fervants thall become adgpted fons, and paffe into the fociety and the 
participation of the inheritance of Jefus: for this fear is alfo reve- | 
rence, and then our Gad in ftead of being @ confuming fire, fhall be- : 
come to us the circle of a glorious crown, and a globe of gn eternal : 
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7 —— 1B 
I Am now to give account concerning the exceffe of fear, not ds- 


—reitly and abftrafedly as iris a pajfton, but as itis fubjected in 
| Relsgson, and degenerates into {xperftstton: For fo among the 
Grecks, fear isthe ingredient and half of the conftitution of that 
folly ; Acioideysovia pobbbae faid Hefycheus, it isa fear of God. 
Accidalmey JaaAv'sthat’s more;itis a timoroufneffe: the (xperfisfs- 
ous man is afraid of the gods(faid the Etymologift) Sedie's re¢ Seb 5 
wonep TKS Tupevesc, fearing of God as if he were'a tyrant, and an 
unreafonable exacter of duty upon unequall termes, and difpropor- | 
tionable, impoffivle degrees, and unreafonable,and great and litle 
inftances, | 
7 1, Butthis fear fome of theold Philofophers thought unreafona-- 
ble in all cafes; even towards God himfelt ; and it was a branchof 
the Epicurean Dorin,that God medled not with any thing below, 
and was to be lovedand admired,but not feared atall; andthere- 
Lib, de.nat, | Ore they taught men neither to fear death, nor to fear punifhment 
Deorm, * | after death,nor any difpleature of God : Hts terroribus ab Epicuro (o- 
lute non meturmus Deosaid Cicero, and thence came this acceptation 
ofshe word, that (aper(tétion fhould fignifie an unreafonable fear of 
God: It is true,he and all his {cholars extended the cafe beyond the 
meafure, and made all fear unreafortable; but then, if we upon 
grounds of rcafon & divine revelation fhall better difcern the mea- 
{ure of the fear of God; whatfoever fear we find to be unreafona- 
ble, we may by the fame reafon call it fuper(tstion, and reckon it cri- 
minall, as they did all fear; that itmay be called fuperftz ton, their 
authority is futhcient warrant for the Grammer of the appellative; 
and that it is crzmznall, we fhall derive from better principles. 

But befides this,there was another part of its definition, Acode/- 
par, 6 Ta Mdwra oiGav tdwroradrpnc, the fuperfticious man isal- ¢ 
fo an Idolater, Sade mapa Seoi's, one that is afraid of fomething 

\befides God. The Lats,es according to their cuftome, imitating the’ 
Greeks in all thcir lcarned notices of things, had alfo the fame con- | 
ception of this, and by their word[Ssper(fst2o] underftood the wor- 
| fhip of Demons, or feparate {pirits ; by which they meant, — 
~>- a eer their 
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Of godly Fear. Ly 
A their menores Deos, or clfe their ipjas awoleativras, their braver ' Ser. IX, | 
| perfonages, whole fouls were {uppofed to live atter death 3 Che rauic | 
of this was the obje& of their Religion; they gavea worfhip or a fear, | 
to whom it was not due ; for when ever they worthipp’d the great 
God of heaven and earth, they never call’d that faperftztion in an evil 
fence, except the” AQeo?, they that beleeved there was no God at all. 
Hence came the etymology of fuperftition: it was a worthi pping or 
fearing the {pirits of their dead H. eres, quos (uper{iites crecebant, 
whom they thought to be alive after their a’rab¢woie 5 or Deificati. 
; OF, quos fuper{tantes credebant, ftanding in places and thrones above 
B us; and it alludes to that admirable defcription of old age which 
Solomon made beyond all the Rhetorick of the Greeks and Romans 
[ Alfo they Shall be afraid of that. which is high, and fears fall be in 
the way | intimating che weakneffe of old perfons, who if ever they 
' have been religious, are apt to be abufed into {uperftition ; They 
are afratd of that which is bigh, that is, of {pirits, and feparate fouls, 
Of thofe excellent beings, which dwell in the regions above ; mean- 
-; Ang, that then they are fuperftitious. However fear is moft com. 
monly its principle, alwayes its ingredient. For if it enter firft by 
credulity and a weak pertwafion, yet it becomes incorporated into 
C the {pirit of the man, and thought neceffary, and the action it per- 
{wades to dares not be omitted,tor fear of an evil themtelves dream 
of: upon this account the fin is reducible to two heads: The 1. is 
Superftition of an undue obje&. 2, Superftition of an undue ex- 
preflion to a right objea. | 

| 1, Superftition of an undue objeét,is that which the Etymologift 
calls 74° 8:0! Awy ofGaaqe, the worthipping of idols ; the Scripture 
adds Suicav Daueaviosc, afacrificing to Demons * in St.Paul and in*Bq. 
rach; where although we ufually read it facrificing to Devils, yer it 
was but accidental] that they were {uch ; for thofe indeed were evil 
D | {piries who had feduced them, and tempted them to fuch ungodly 
rites ; ( and yet they who were of the Pythagorean {ect pretended a 
more holy worfhip,and did their devotion to Angels : ) But whofo- 
ever fhall worfhip Angels do the fame thing ; they worship them 
becaufe they are good and powerfull,as the Gentiles did the Devils 
whom they thought fo;& the error which the Apoftle reproves, was 
| not in matter of judgement,in miftaking bad Angels for sood,but in 
matter of manners and choice; they miftook the creature for the 
Creator; and therefore it is more fully expreffed by St.Paul ina ge 
nerall fignification , they worfbipped the creature, nae? > xtloayra 
befides the Creator, {o it fhould be read if we worfhip any creature 
| Gefides God, worthipping fo as the worthip of him becomesa part] _ 

of Religion, it isalio a direct (uperftition ; but concerning this part 
of fuperftition, I fhall not trouble this difcourfe, becaufe I know no 
Chriftians blamable in this particular but the Church of Rome, and 
they that communicate with her in the worfhipping of Images,of = 


' Ecclef, 12, §. 


*1 Cor.10.20 
* 4.70, 
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Ser, IX. ; gels, and Saints, burning lights and perfumes to them,making offer- ; A 
ins, confidences, advocations and vows to them, and direét and fo- 
lemn divine worshipping the Symbols of bread & wine, when they 
are confecrated inthe holy Sacrament, Thefe are dircét fuperftition, 

as the word is ufed by all Authors profane and facred,and are of fuch 
cvil report, that where ever the word Superftition does fignifie any 
thing criminall, thefe inftances muft come under the definition of it, 
They are Aarpela rig xticews; aAarpeia naeg Thy xTicavTa,a cul- 

tus {uperflitum, a cultus Démonum, and thereiore befides, that they 
have (dio &Aeyxov, a proper reproot in Chriftian Religion, are 
condemned by all wife men, which call (uperfistson criminall. B 

But as it is {uperftition to worfhip any thing weeg r¢y xticavta 
befides the Creator, {o it is fuperftition to worfhip God mace ré év- 
Hreor, maeK rd mplwov,rap § Je, otherwite then is decent, pro- 
pcrtionable or defcrived, Every inordination of Religion,that is not 
in detect, is properly called {uperftition : 6 sev iuoeing piAos Sea, 
608 dcda:povxbaAa’ Sesjfaid Aaximus Tyrius,The true worfhip- 
peris a lover of God, the fuperftitious man loves him not, but Hat- 
ters: Towhichif we adde, that fear, unreafonable fear is alfo {fu- 
perftition, and an ingredient in its definition ; we are taught by this 
word to {fignifie all irregularity and inordination in actions of Reli- | 
giou, The {umme is this; The A:hes(t call’d all wor{bip of God (uper(te-. Cc 
tron s the Eptcurean call’d all fear of God {uper(tetzon, but did not con- 
demn his worlbrp ; the other part of wife men call’d all uxreafonatle 
fear, and inordinate worfhip {uperftition, but did not condemne all 
fear: But the Chriftzan, befides this, cals every error in worfhip in the 
manner, oY exce[fe by this name, and condemns it. 

Now becaufe the three great actions of Religion are, to worfhip 
God, to fear God, and to truft in bim, by the inordination of thefe |. 
three ations, we may reckon three forts of this crime 3 the exceffe 
of fear, and the obliqusty in truft, and the errors in worfbep, are the. D 
three forts of fuperftitzon the firft of which is onely pertinentto “ 
our preient confideration. : 

1, Fear is the duty we owe to God as being the God of Power and | 
Juftice,the great Judge of heaven and earth,the aven ger of the caufe | 
of Widows, the Patron of the Poor,’ and the Advocate of the op- | 
preffed, a mighty God and terrible, and fo effentiall an enemy | 
to fin, that he {pared not his own Son, but gave him over to death, | 
and to become a facrifice, when he took upon him our Nature,and 
became a perfon obliged for our guilt. Fear is the great bridle of 
intempcrance,the modefty of the {pirit, and the reftraint of gaieties 
and diffolutions ; it isthe gsrdle to the foul, and the handmaid to 
|repentance, the arrcft of fin, and the cure or antidote to the {pirit 
of reprobation ; it preferves our apprehenfions of the Divine Maje- : 
fty, and hinders our fingle actions from combining to finfull habits; 
{itis the mother of confideration,and the nurfe of {ober counfels,and 
: 7 it 


me 


Of Godly Fear. 


to watchtulneis, from thence to prudence, and by the gates and 
progreffes of repentance, itleadsthe foul on to love, and to felici- 
ty, and to joys in God, that fhall never ceafe again. Fear is the 
guardofaman in the dayes of profperity, and it ftands upon the 
watch-towers and {pies the approaching danger, and gives war- 
ning to them,that laugh loud, and feaft in the chambers of rejoycing, 
where a man cannot confider by reafon of the noifes of wine, and 
jeft, and mufick ; and if prudence takes it by the hand, and leads 
itonto duty, itis a {tate of grace, and an univerfal inftrument to 
infant Religion, and the onely fecurity of the lefs perfe& perfons ; 
and in all fenfes is that homage, we owe to Gad, who fends often 
to demand it, even then, when he {peaks in thunder, or {mites by a 
plague, or a weakens us by —— or difcompofes our eafinefs 
by {ad thoughts, and tender eyes, and fearful hearts, and tremibling 
confiderations. | 

But this {6 excellent grace is foon abufed in the beft and 
moft tender fpirits; in an who are foftned by Nature and by 
Religion, by infelicities or cares, by {udden accidents or a fad foul; 
and the Devil obferving, that fear like {pare diet ftarves the fea- 
vers of luft, and quenches the flames of hell, endevours to heigh- 
ten this abftinence fo much as to ftarvethe man, and break the {pi- 
ric into timeroufnefs and {cruple, fadnefs and unreafonable trem- 
blings, credulity and trifling obfervation, fufpicion and falfe accu- 


fations of God; and then vice being turned out at the gate, re-. 


turns in at the poftern, and does the wotk of hell and death by run- 
ning too inconfiderately in the paths, which {eem to lead to heaven. 
But {o have I feen a harmlefs dove made dark with an artificial 
night, and our eyes ccel’d and lock’d up with alittle quill, foaring 


upward and flying with amazement,fear and an undifcerning wing,. 


fhe made toward heaven, but knew not, that fhe was made a train 
and an inftrument, to teach her enemy to prevail upon her and all 
her defencelefs kindred: fo is a fuperftitious man, zealous and 
blinde, forward and miftaken, he runs towards heaven as he thinks, 
but he chufes foolifh paths; and out of fear takes any thing that 
he is told ot fancies ; and gueffes concerning God by meafures ta- 
ken from his own difeafes and imperfetions. But fear, when it is 
inordinate, .is never a good counfellor, nor makcs a good friend ; 
and he that fears God as his enemy is the moft compleatly mife- 
rable petfon in the world. For if he with reafon believes God to 
be his enemy, then the man nceds no othet argument to prove 
that he is undone then this, that the fountain of bleffing ( in this ftate 


in which the man is) will never iffue any thing upon him but cur- | 


fings; Butif he fears chis without reafon, he makes his fears true 


by the very fulpicion of God, ‘doing difhonour, and then do- | 


m 
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it puts the foul to fermentation and activity, making it to pafs from | Sexu IX, 
| rembling to caution, from caution to carefulnefs, trom carefulnefs 
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ing thofe fond and ioe age of jealoufie which will make God to; A 
be, what the man feared he already was ; We do not know God, if 
we can think any hard thing concerning him, It God be merciful, 
letus only fear to offend him but then ler us never be fearful,that he 
will deftroy us, when we are careful not to dufpleafe him, There are 
{ome perfons fo miferable & {crupulous, {uch perpetual tormentors 

of themfelves with unneceffary fears, that their meat @nd drink is 

a {nare to their con{ciences ; if they eat, they fear they are gluttons; 

if they faft, they fear they are hypocrites ; and if they would watch, 
they complain: of fleep as of a deadly fin; andevery temptation 
though refifted, makes them cry for pardons and every return of | B 
fuch an accident, makes them think God is angry ; andevery anger 

of God will break them in pieces. 

_ Thefe perfons do not believe noble things concerning God, they 
donot think, that he is as ready to pardon them, as they are to par- 
don a finning fervant; they donot believe, how much God de- 
lights in mercy, nor how wife he is to confider and to make abate- 
ment for our unavoidable infirmities; they make judgment of 
themfelves by the meafures of an Angel, and take the accounts 
of Gad by the proportions of a Tyrant. The beft that can be faid 
concerning {uch perfons is, thatthey are hugely tempted, or huge-| € 
ly ignorant, For although zgzerance is by fome perfons named the 
motber of deyotton , yet if it falls in a hard ground, it is the mother 
of Atbec(me, if in a {oft ground, itis the parent of fuper{tiiion: but 
if it proceeds from evil or mean opinions of God, as fuch {cruples 
and unreafonable fears do many times) it is an evil of a great im- 
piety, and in fome fenfe, and if 1t were in equal degrees, is as bad as 


| Atheifme; forhe that fayes, there was no fuch manas fuli2 Cee{ar, 


does him lefs difpeafure,then he that {ayes there was, but that he was 

a Tyrant, and shows parricide, And the Cimmersans were not | 
eftcemed impious for faying, that there was no Sun in the heavens ; | D 
But Avaxagoras was efteemed irreligious for faying the Sun was a | 
very ftone: And though to deny there isa God is a high impiety 
and intglerable, yet he fayes warfe, who believing there is a God, 
fayes, he delights in hnmane facrifices, in miferies and death, in tor- 
menting his fervants, and punifhing their very infelicities and una-| 
voidable mifchances, Tabe God, and to be effentially and infinite- 

ly good, isthe fame thing, and therefore to deny either isto be rec- 
koned among the greateft crimes in the world. 

_ Adde to this, that he that is afraid of Gad, cannot in that difpofi- 
tion love him at all ; for what delight is there in that religion whick, E 
draws. me tothe Altar as if I were going ta be facrificed, or to the 
Temples.as to the Dens of Bears > Oderunt quos metwunt, fed caluit 
tame « whona men fear they hate certainly,and flatter readily, and 
woxrthip umeroufly ; and he that faw. Hermolam converie with 
Alewauder , and Paufacias follow Philip the Vacedantan;, or C se 
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A; kifling the feet of Cajus Caligula would have obferved how {ordid men: Serm.IX, 
_ | are made without fear, and how unhappy and how hated Tyrants. 
are in the midft of thofe acclamations, which are loud, and torc’d, | 
and unnaturall, and without love or fair Opinion, And thercfore | 
although the Athez(i faycs, there is no God, the fcrupulous fearfulland ! 
{uper{lstzous. man does heartily with, what the other does be- 
leeve, othe tap 
But that the evil may be proportionable to the folly, and the 
pumihment tothe crime, there isno man more miferable in the 
world, then the man who fears God as his enemy, and Religion as 
B | 24inare, and duty as intolerable, and the Commandements as im- 
poilible, and his Judge as implacable, and his anger as certain, un- 
fufferable, and unavoidable ; whither thall this man goc > where 
{hall he lay his burden > where fhall he take fanctuary > for he fears 
the Altars as the places where his foul bleeds and dies ; and God 
who is his Saviour he looks upon as his enemy ; and becaufe he 
is Lord of all, the miferable man cannot change his fervice wn- 
leffe itbe apparently fora worfer. And therefore of all the evils 
of the minde, fear is certainly the worft and the moft intolerable ; 
| levity and rafhnefe have in itfome fpritetulneffe, and greatnefle of 
C | action; azgeris valiant; defive is bufie and apt to hope; credulity 
is oftentimes entertain’d and pleafed with images and appearances ; 
But fear is dull, andiluggifh, and treacherous, and Hatterine, and 
diflembling, and miferable, and foolifh, Every falfe opinion con- 
cerning God is pernicious and dangcrous; butif it be Joyned with 
| trouble of {pirit,as fear,{cruple or {uperftition are,it is like a wound 
with an inflammation,or a ftrain of a finew witha contufion,or con- 
tricion of the part, painful and unfate ; it puts on to actions when 
iticltisdriven; iturgesreafony and circumf{cribes it, and makes 
At picyable, and ridiculous in its confequent follics ; which if we 
D confider it, will fuiliciently reprove the folly, and declare the 
: danger. or ae “ 
Almoft all ages of the worldhave obferved many inftanccs of 
fond perfwafions and foolith practifes proceeding from violent fears 
| and {cruples in matter of Religion, Diomedon and many other Cap- 
| tains were condemned to die, decaule atter a great Naval uzctory 
"they purfued the flying encmies, and did not fir{t bury their dead, 
| But Chaérias in the fame cafe firft buried the dead, and by that 
time the enemy rallyed, and returned and beat his Navy, and made 
his mafters pay the price of their im portune fuperftitionsthey fear’d 
where they fhould not, and where they did not,they fhould. From 
‘hence proceeds obfervation of figns, and unlucky dayes ; and the 
‘People did fo, when the Gregorian account began, continuing to 
Call thofe unlucky dayes which were fo figned in their tradition ar| 
'Erra pater, although the day upon this account fel 10 dayes {oo- 
ner; and men were tranfported with many other trifling contin- 
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Seru.IX, genciesand little accidents ; which when they are once entertain’d; A 
by weaknefs, prevail upon their own ftrength, and in fad natures | 
and weak {pirits have produced effe&ts of great danger and {or- 
row. Ariflodemas King of the Meffentans in his war againft the 
Spartans, prevented the {word of the enemies by a violence done 
upon himielf, onely becaufe his dogs howl'’d like wolves, and the 
Soothfayers were afraid, becaufe the Briony grew up by the wals of 
his Fathers houfe ; and Nictas General of thé Athenian forces {ate 
with his armes in hisbofome, and {uffered himfelfand 40000 men 
tamely to fall by the infolent enemy, onely becaufe he was afraid 
of the labouring and eclipfed Moon. When the Marble ftatues| B 
in Rome did {weat (as naturally they did againft all rainy ir 
the Augures gave an alarum tothe City ; but if lightning ftruc 
the {pire of the Capitol, they thought the fiumme of’ affarrs, and 
the Common-wealth it {elf was indanger’d. And this Heathen folly 
hath ftuck fo clofe to the Chriftian, that all the Sermons of the 
Church for 1600 years have not cured them all: But the praGtifes 
of weaker people and the artifice of ruling Priefts have fuperin- 
duced many newones, When Pope Eugentus {ang Matfs at Rhemes, 
and {ome few drops from the Chalice were {pilt upon the pave- 
ment, it was thought to foretell mifchief, wars, and bloud, toall} C 
Chriftendome,though it was nothing but carelefnefs and mifchance 
ofthe Pricft : and becaule Thomas Becket Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury 
fang the Mafs of Requiem upon the day he was reconcil’d to his 
Prince, it was thought to foretell his own death by that religious of 
fice: and if men can liften to {uch whifpers, and have not. reafon 
and obfervation enough to confute fuch trifles, they fhall {till be 
afrighted with the noife of birds, and every night-raven fhall fore- 
tell evil as A¢scazah to the King of J[rael, and every old woman fhall 
be a Prophetefs, and the events of humane affairs which fhould be 
managed by the conduét of counfel, of reafon, and religion; fhall} D 
{fucceed by chance, by the flight of birds, and the mecting with an 
evil eye, by the falling of the falt,or the decay of reafon,of wifdom, 
and the juft religion of a man, 

To this may be reduc’d the obfervation of dreams, and fears 
commenced from the fancies of the night. For the fuperftitious 
man does not reft, even when he fleeps, neither is he {afe becaufe 
dreams ufually are falfe, but he is aflliGted for fear they fhould 
tell true. Living and waking men have one world in common, they 
ufe the fame air and fire, and difcourfe by the fame principles of 
Logick and reafon ; but men that are afleep have every one a world; & 
to himfelf, and ftrange perceptions ; and the fuperftitious hath none 
atall; his reafon fleeps, and his fears are waking, and all his reft, 
and his very fecurities to the fearful man curn into afrights and 
infecure expeCation of evils, thatnever fhall happen; they make 
their reft uneafie and chargeable, and they ftill vex their — 
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refift him. °Ev cppyn degatrns meyadever, A thief confident in the Exrip. 


minica the wife of Valens the ay ig dreamt, that God threatned 


and laborioufly do our duty ; our fearsare to be meafured by o 
revelation and certain experience,by the threatnings of God and the 
fayings of wife men, and their lémst is reverence, atid godlines is 
their end, and then fear fhall be a al and a rate inftrument of 
said 3 : 
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Ssxu“.LX, ,many ; inall other cafes it is po or folly,it is fin ar punifh-, A 
t 


Revel. 21.8. 


ment, the Ivy of Religion, and the mifery of an honeft and a weak 
heart, and isto be cured only by reafon and good company, awife 
guide anda plain rule,a cheerful {pirit anda contented mind,by joy 
in God according to the commandements, that is, 4 rejaycing ever- 
more, 


retly criminal, and itiscall’d werldly fear, of which the Spirit of 
God hath faid, Bus the fearful and encredylaws fhall haus their part 
tn the lake that burneth with fire avd brimftave, which is the fecond 
death ; that is, fuch fears, which make men to fall in the time of 
perfecution, thofe that dare not own their faith in the face of a Ty- 
rant, or in = ofan accurfed Law. For though is be lawful to 
be afraid in a ftorm, yet it is not lawful to leap into the {ca ; 
though we may be more careful for our fears, yet we muft be 
faithful too ; and we may flie from the perfecurion, till it overtakes 
us, but when it does,, we mufk not change our Religion for our fafe- 
ty, or leave the robe of Baptifme in the hand of the temprer, and 
run away 4y all means, St Athanafias for 4.6 years did run and 


| fight, he difputed with the .4rrians and fled: from their Oiticers ; 


and he that flies, may be a man worth preferving, if he bears his 
faith along with him, and leaves nothing of his duty behinde ; but 
when duty and life cannot ftandtogether, he that then flies a pi rfe- 
cution by delivering up his foul, 1s one that hath no charity, no 
love to Cod, no truft in promifes, no jué eftimation of the rewards 
ofanoble contention, Rerfeih lave cats eat fear (faith the Apo- 
ftle) that is, he that loves God will nat fear to die for him, or 
for his faketo be poor. Inthis:{enfe no many can fear man and love 


God at the fame time; and. when St Lawrence triumph’d over Va-| 


lerzanwps, St Sebafttan over Dioclefian, St Vincentius over Dacianus, 
and the armies of Martyrs over the Precenfuls, accufers, and execu- 
tigners, they fhew’d their love to God by triumphing over fear,and 
leading captevsty captiue, by the ftrength of their Captain, whofe gar- 
ments were red from Bozrah, . | : 
3. But this fear is alfocremulous and criminal, if it be a trou- 
ble from the apprehenfion of the mountains and difficulties of duty, 
and is called ps{iazzmsty. For fome fee themfelves encompofed with 
temptations, they obferve their frequent'fals, their. perpetual re- 
turns from good purpofes to weak performances, the daily morti- 
fications, that areneceflary, therefifting natural appetites, and the 
]g¥ieg violent hands upon the defires of fleth and bloud,the uncafi- 
nefs of their fpirits, and their hard labours,and therefore this makes 
them afraid; and becaufe they defpair to run through the whole 
duty in all its parts and poriods,they think as good not to begin at all, 
asafter labour and expence to lofe the Jewel and the charges of their 
venture, St dufisz compares fuch men to children and pais 
| : {tic 


3. Butbefides this fuperftitious fear, there is another fear di- |: 
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A | ftick perfons afrighted with phantafmes and {peters 5 Terribiles 
Vile ican the fight feems full of horror, but touch them and th ey 


are very nothing, the meer — of a fick brain, and a weak 
heart, an infant experience an 


poor, or to entertain a Dilciple for fear of being fufpeted of the 
party, or to own a duty for fear of being put to venture for a crown, 
B | he that takes part of the intemperance becaufe he dares not difpleafe 
the company, or in any fenfe fears the fears of the world, and not 
the fear of God, this man enters into his portion of fear betimes, 
but it will not be finifhed to eternal ages. To fear the cenfures of | 
men, when God is your Judg ; to fear their evil, when God is your 
defence ; to fear death, when he is the entrance to life and felicity, is 
unreafonable and pernicioys ; but ct eg will turn your paffion into 
duty, and joy, and fecurity, fear to offend God, to enter voluntdril 
into temptation, fear the alluring face of luff, and the {mooth en- 
tertainments of intemperance,fear the anger of God,when you have 
deferved it, and wher you have recover’d from the {nage, then inf 
nitely fear to return inta that condition. ia which whofoever dwels 
| isthe heir offear and eternal forrow, — a 
Thus far have difcourfed concerning good fear and bad, that 
is, filsall and fervile 5 they are both good, if by fervile we intend ing- 
tialor the new beginning. fear. of penients ; a fear to offend God 
upon lefs perfec confiderations ; But feruile fear is vitious when it 
fill retains the affe@ion of flaves,, and when its effedis are hatred, | 
wearinels,difpleafurc,and: want of charity’; and of the fame cognati- 
ons are thofe fears whichare fuperftitious, and worldly,  -. | 
D| _ Buttothe former fort of vertuous fear, fome alfo add another: 
which they call Angelical, that is, fuch a fear as the bleffed Angels 
have, who before God hide their faces, and tremble at his pre- 
fence, and fall down before his footstool, and are minifters of his | 
anger and meflengers of his mercy, and night and day worfhip 
him with the profoundeft adoration, This is the fame that is {poken 
of inthe Text: Let ws ferue God with reverence and godly fear; all] 
holy fear partakes of thenature of this which Divines call Angels- 
call, and it is expreffed in a&ts of adoration, of vows, and holy { 
prayers, in hymns, and pfalmes, in the eucharift and reverential ad- 
_ | dreffes; and while it proceeds in the ufual meafures of common |. 
duty, it is but humane; but as it arifes to great degrees, and to per- |: 
fection, it is Angelical and Divine and then it Appertains to my- | 
fisck Theologée,and therefore is to be confidered in another places but | 
for the se that which will regularly concern all our dury,' is 
this; that when the fear of God ts the infttument of our duty, 
| _ . Of 
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\SenuJX, jor Gods worthip, the greater it is, it is fo much the better, It was an 
| | old proverbial faying among the Rgmans , Religentem ef[e oportet, 
i 5 um, nefus , Every exce{s tn the afttons of religion ts criminal ; 
they {uppofing that in the fervices of their gods, there might be too 
much, Truc it is, there may be too much of their undecent expref- 
fions, and in things indifferent, the very multitude is too much, and 
becomes an undecency : ‘and if it be in its own nature undecent or 
| difproportionable to the end, or the rules, or the analogie of the 
Religion, it will not ftay for numbers to make it intolerable 5 but 
in the dire& a&ions of glorifying God, in doing any thing of his 
Commandements, or any thing which he commands, or coun(els, 
or promifes to reward,there can never be excefs or fuperfluity : and 
therefore in thefe cafes, do as mach as you can take care that your 
expreffions be prudent, and fafe, confiiting with thy other duties ; 
and for the paffions or vertues themfelves, let them pafs from kcgin- 
ning to great = from man to Angel, from the imperfedti- 
on of man to the perfections of the fons of God; and when evcr we 
go beyond the bounds of Nature, and grow up with all the cxten- 
tion, and in the very commenfuration of a full grace, we fhall rever 
go beyond the excellencies of God: for ornament may be too much, 
and turn to curiofity; cleanlinefs may be changed into nicene(s ; 
and civil compliance may become flattery ; and mobility of tongue 
may rife into garrulity ; and fame and honour may be great unto 
envy ;_andhealth it felf, if it be athletick, may by its very excefs be- 
come dangerous : but wifdome, andduty, and comlinefs, and di- 
{cipline, a good minde, and the fear of God, and doing honour to 
| his holy Name, can never exceed ; but if they {well to great pro- 
ies they pafs through the meafures of grace, and are united to 
cn in the comprehenfions of God, in the joyes of an eternall 
ory, 
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SERMON X. 


The Fleth and the Spirit. 


Part I 


Mar. 26. 41. latter part. 


The Spirit indeed is willing but the Flefh is weak. 


ye GH Rom the beginning of days Man hath been fo 
ee ALZA crofs tothe Divine commandements, that in 
(@AY\o9 many cafes there can be no reafon iven, why a 
nit Aoe man fhould chufe fome wayes,or £ fome a&i- 
BONE ESM ons,but only becaufe they are forbidden; When 
P\V Rod a God bade the Jfraelites rife and go up againft 
ne >— OC the Canaanstes,and pofiels the Lan sthey would 
ear. not ftir; the men were Anakims,and the Cities 
were impregnable, and there was a Lson tn the ways but prefentl 
after, when God forbad them to go, they would and did go, thou 
they died for it. I {hall not need to inftance in particulars, when the | 
whole life of man is a perpetual contradi@tion; andthe ftate of 
Difobedience is called the comtradséions of Sinners; even the 
man inthe Gofpel, thathad two fons, they both croffed him, even: 
he that obeyed him, and he that obeyed him not; for the one 
faid, he would, and did not; the other faid, he would not, and 
did ; and fo do we; we promife fair, and do nothing ; and 
they that do beft, are fuch as come out of darknefs into light,fuch as 
faid they would not, and at laft have better bethought themfelves 3 
And who can guefs at any other reafon,why men fhould refufe to be 
temperate > for he that refufeth the commandement,firft does vio- 
lence tothe commandement, and puts on a preternatural appetite,’ 
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| Surin: X- he {poilshis healthy and he fpoilshis undertanding + he brings to A 


| himfelf a world of difeafes, and a healthlefle conftitution, {mart 


and fickly nights, a loathing ftqmach, anda ftaring eye, a giddy 
brain, and a {well’d belly,gouts and dropties, catarrhes and oppila- 
tions, If God. fhould enjoyne man. to fuffer all this, heaven and 
earth rhould have heard our complaints againft unjuft laws, and 
imposible Comman dements : for we complain already, even when 
God commands us to drink fo long as it 1s good forus; this is one 
of his impoffible laws : it is impoifible for us to know when we are 
dry, or when we need drink; for ifwe doe know, Iam fure itis 
poffible enough, not to lift up the wine to our heads, And when! B 
our bleffed Saviour hath commanded us to love our encmies, we 
think we have fo much reafon againft it,that God will eafily excufe 
our difobedience in this cafe,and yet there are {ome encmics, whom 
God hath commanded us norto love, and thofe we dote on, we 
cherith and feaft-them, and as $.Paalin another cafe, upon cur un- 
comely parts we bellow move abundant comline{s, For whereas our 
body it felf is a fervant to our foule, we make it the heir of all things, 
and treat it here already, as if it were in Afajoritys and make that, 
| which at the beft was but a weak fricnd,to become a ftrong enemy; 
and hence proceed the vices of the worit, and the follies andim-| C 
erfeétions of the beft ; the {pirit is cithe? in flavery,or in weaknefs, 
and when the ficth is not ftrong to mifchiet, it is weak to good- 
neffe; andeven to the Apoftles our blefled Lord faid, the pprvit 4s 
willing,tut the flefb 1s weak. ae 
The fpirit | that 1s,6 fox avSpwm@Qd,the tnward man,or the reafona- 
nable part of man, efpecially as helped by the Spirit of Grace, that 
is willing: for it is the principle of all good adtions,the évepynrixdy, 
the power of working is from the {pirit; but the fieth is but a dull 
inftrument, and a broken arme,in which there is a:principle of life, 
but it moves uneafily ; and the tlefh ts fo weak,that in Scripture to} 
be in the filefb fignifies a ftate of weaknefs ard infirmity; fo the 
humiliation of Clift is exprefied by being 27 the flelh, Seog gavera- 
Bels iv cacxl, God mamfelted in the flelo; and what S. Peter calls 
[ pat to death tn the flel |S, Paul calls [ cructfedthrouch weaknefs 5 | 
and, ye know that through the infirmity of the fief I preached 
unto you, faid $, Paul: but here, flefh is not oppofed to the /prrit as a 
divett enemy, but as a weak fervant ; for ifthe fleth be powerful and | 
oppofite, the {piric ftays not there : 


ventunt ad candida tetta columbe: 


The old man and the new cannot dwell together ; and therefore here, 
where the {pirit inclining to good, well difpoted, and aptto holy 
counfels, does inhabit in fociety with the flefh, it means orely 
a weak and unapt nature, ora {tate of infant-grace, for in both 
thefe, and in chet: onely the text is verified, 


I, There-' 
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Aj; 1. Therefore we are to confider the infirmities of the Heth natu- 
rally. 2. Its weaknefs in the firft beginnings of the ftate of otace, 
its daily pretenfions and temptations, its excufes and leflenings of 
dury. 3. WVhat remedies there are in the {pirit to cute the evils of 
nature. 4. How far the weaknefles of the flcth can confift with the |. 
Spirit of grace in well grown Chriftians :. This is the fum of what 
J intend upon thefe words. | 
1, Ournature is too weak in order to our duty and final intereft, 
that at firft it cannot move one ftep towards God, unlefs God by 
his preventing grace puts into it a new poffibility, 


 Sarm, X, 


"Oudty axdvireggn yale tplper avSpelmosa 
Navray, dooare yarvaviminveldte 4 fom, 


There is nothing that creeps upon the earth, nothing that ever Gad | | 
made, weaker then Man; for God fitted Horfes and Mules with 
ftrength, Bees and Pifmires with fagaciry, Harts and Hares with 
{wiftnefs, Birds with feathers and a light aéry body 5 and they ail 
know their times, and are fitted for their work, and regularly ac- 
quire the proper end of their creation ; but man that was defigned 

C | to an immortal duration, andthe fruition of God forever, knows 
not how to obtain it; he is made upright to look up to heaven, 
but he knows no more how to purchafe it then to climb it. 
Once, man went to make an ambitious tower to outreach the 
clouds, or the preternatural rifings of the water, but could not do 
it; he cannot promife himfelf the daily bread of his neceflity upon | - 
the ftock of his own wit or induftry ; and for going to heaven, he 
was fo far from doing that naturally chat as {oon as ever he was 
made he became the fon of death, and he knew not how to geta 

. | pardon for cating of an apple againft the Divine commandement ; 
D % heer quad rlava dpyic, faid the Apoftle, By xature we were the fons 
of wrath, that is, we wete born heirs of death, which death came 
upon us from Gods anger for the fin of our firft Parents; or dy 
nature, that is, Svrwc, wAnkwe, really, not by the help of fancy, and 
fiction of law, for {o Ocecumentus and Theopbylaé expound it; but 
becaufe it does not relate to the fin of e4dem in its firft intention, 
but to the evil ftate ef fin, in which the Epbefians -watked before. 
their converfion ; it fignifies that our nature of it felf is aftate of 
Oppofition to the frst of Sega 5 it is privately oppofed, that is, 
that there is nothing in it that can bring us to felicity 3 nothing bur | 

B | 42 obediential capacity; our flefh can become fan&ified, as the flones 
can become children unto eMbraham, or as dead {eed can become 
living corn; and fo it is with us,that it is neceflary God thould make 

Us 2 new creation, if he means. to fave us ; he muft take our hearts of 
{tone away,and give ushearts of flefhshe muft purge the old leaven; 
and make us a new con{perfions he muft deftroy the flefh, and matt | 

| | breath oe 
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which we can neither live,znor move,nor have our being. Nomax can 
come unto me(faid Chrift)uslefs myF ather draw himyn’ ¢pwr@. &pra- 
Styrec Segyis, xaba-wep 6 Kany evsevol ¥, xopuceyTiayT os fyQuara- 
Csai pty ers dvrd molspevovidwos, The Divine love muft come up- 
on us and {natch us from our imperfection, enlighten our underftan- 
ding,move and ftir our affections, open the gates of heaven, turn our 
nature into grace, entirely forgive our former prevatications, take 
us by the hand, and lead usall along, and we onely contribute our 
affent unto it; juft as a childe when he is tempted to learn to go, 
and calledupon, and guided, and upheld, and conftrain’d to put his 
feet tothe ground, left he feel the danger by the {mart of a fall; 
juft {o is our nature and our ftate of flefh. God teaches us, and 
invites us, he makes us willing and then makes us able, he lends 
us helps, and guides our hands, and feet; and all the way con- 
ftrainsus, but yet fo as areafonable creature can be conftrained ; 
that is, made willing with arguments, and new inducements, bya 


{tate of circumftances, and conditional neceffities ; and as this isa 


great glorification of the free grace of God, & declares our manner 
of cooperation, {fo it reprefents our nature to be weak as a childe, 


ignorant as infancy, helplefs as an orphan, averfe as an uninftrudted | 
perfon, in fo great degrees that God 1s forced to bring us to an holy 
|| life by arts great and many as the power and principles of the Crea- 


tion ; withthis onely difference that the fubje&t matter and object 
of this new creation isa free agent; inthe firft ic was pure’y obe- 


diential and paffive ; andas the paffion of the firft was an effect of 
the fame power that reduced it to act ; fo the treedom of the fecond | _ 


is given us in our nature by him that onely can reduce it toa& ; for 
it is 2 freedom that cannot therefore chufe, becufe it does not 


‘underftand, nor tafte, nor perceive the things of God; and there- 
‘fore muft by Gods grace be reduced to action, as at firft the 
whole matter of the world was by Gods Almightinefs; for 


fo God worketh in us to will and to do of his own good 
pleafure. | 

2, But that I may inftance in particulars, our natural weaknefs 
appears beft in two things, even in the two great inftances of temp- 
tation, pleafure and pain; in both which the flefh is deftroyed if it be 


not helped by a mighty grace, as certaznly as the Canes do bow their | | 


heads before the breath of a mighty winde. 1. In pleafure we {ee 
it by the publick miferies and follies of the world. Anold Greek 
faid well, “Oy ddév ereyvas uyles civ Sev06, CAAw fas TB xfp- 
dus atavres Arlovec, There is — men nothing perfe&,becaufe 
men carry themfelves as perfons that are lefs then money, fer- 
vants . gain and intereft; we are like the foolifh Poet that Horace 
tellsof: — a 


| 


Geftst! | 


fible in not 
|For you fhall fee fome men fitto governe a Province; fober in 
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Gcfitt enim nummum in loculos dimittere,, pofthac 
. Secavus, cadaty anvetto fet fabula talo, 


Let him but have money for.reherfing his Comedy, he cates not 
whether you like ic or nos and if a temptation of money comes 
ftrong and violent; you may 4s well tie a wilde dog to qutetne(je 
with the guts of a tender Kid, as {uppofe that moft men can do 
vertuoufly, when they may fin ata great price, Men avoid po- 
verty, not onely becaufe it hath {ome inconvenieneies 3 for they are 
few and little ; but becaufe it is the nutfe of vertue; they run 
from ic as Children from ftri& Parents and Tutors, from thofe 


. that would confine them to teafon, and fober counfels, that would 


make them labout, that they may become pale and lean 5 that 


they may become wife: but becaufe R¢ches 1s attended by ptide} 


and luft, tyranny and oppreffion, and hath in its handall ; tha ic 


hath inits heatt; and Sin waits upon Wealth ready drefs’'d and}. 


fit for aétion, therefore in {ome temptations they confefic ; how 
little their fouls afe, they cannot ftand that affault; but becaufe 
this paffion is the me, of Voluptuoulneife, and very often is 
but a fervant fins miniftring to fenfuall pleafures, the great weak- 
néffe of the flefh is more feen in the matter of carnall crimes, 
Luft and Drunkenneffe, Nemo enim fe adfucfactt ad vstandum & 


ex animo evellendum ea, que molefta et non fant. Men are fo in| 


Plutar, 


love with pleafute, that they cannot think of mortifying or cruci-|_ 
fying their luft ; we do violence to what we hate, not to what we |. 
love, But the weakneffe of the ficth, and the empire of laft is vi-|. 


fo much, as in the captivity and folly of wife men; 


their counfels; wife in the condu@ of their affairs, men of dif- 
courfe and reafon; fitto fit with Princes, or to treat concetning 

e and warre, the fate of Empires, and the changes of the 
world, yet thefe men fhall fall at the beauty of a woman, asa man 
dies at the blow of an Angel, or gives up his breath at the fen- 
tence and decree of God; Was not Solomoz glotiobs in all things 
but when he bowed to Pharaoh's daughter; and then to Devils > and 
is it not publifhed by the fentence and obfervation of all the 
world, that the braveft men have been foftned into effeminacy 
by the lifping charms, and childifh noyfes of Women and imper- 
fe& perions? A fair flave bowed the neck of ftout Polydamas, 
which was ftiffe and inflexible to the contentions of an enetny: 
and fuppofe a man fer like the brave boy of the King of Nico- 
media in the midft of temptation by a — beauty, tied upon a 
bed with filk arid violences, courted with mufick and pet- 
funtes; with tina! ogg ceafie poftures, mvited by opportunity 


se 


and importunity, by rewards and impnnity; by privacy and . 
bt fw a - eee ee ee ee suards |. 
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guard; what would his nature do in this throng of evils and vile 
circumftances> The grace of God fecur’d the young Gentleman, 
andthe Spirit rode in triumph; but what can flelb doin fucha 
day of danger? Is it not neceffary, that we take in auxiliaries 
from Reafon and Religion, from heaven and earth, from obferva- 
tion and experience, from hope and fear, and ceafe to be what we 
arc, Icft we become what we ought not 2 It 1s certain that in the 
cafes of temptationsto voluptuoufneffe, a man is naturally, as the 
Prophet faid of Ephraim, like a Pigeon that hath no heart, no 
courage, no conduct, no refolution, no difcourfe, but fallsas the 
water of Nélus when it comes to its catarads, it falls infinitely 
and without reftraint: And if we confider, how many drunken 
meetings the Sunne fees every day, how many Markets, and Fairs 
and Clubs, that is, fo many folemnities of drunkenneffe, are at this 
inftant under the eye of heaven; that many Watzons are marked | ~ 
for intemperance, and that itis leffenoted becaufe it is fo popu- 
lar, and univerfall, and that even in the midft of the glories of 
Chriftianity, there are fo many perfons drunk, or too full with 
meat, or greedy of luft, even now that the Spirit of God is given 
to us to makeus fober, and temperate, and chafte, we may well 
imagine, fince all men have ticfh, and all men have not the fpi- 
rit, the flefh is the parent of finne, and death, and it can be no- 
thing elfe. s , 
And it is no otherwife, when we are tempted with pain. 2 We 
are fo impatient of pain, that nothing can reconcile us to its not] 
the lawes of God, not the neceffities of nature, not the {ocietie of 
all our kindred, and of all the world, not the intereft of vertue, 
not the hopes of heaven; we will {ubmit to pain upon no termes, 
but the bafeft and moft difhonourable; for if fin bring us to pain, 
or affront, or fickneffe, we choofe that, fo it be in the retinue of a 
luft, and a bafe defire ; but we accufe Nature, and blafpheme God, | , 
we murmur and are impatient, when pain js fent to us from him, 
that ought to fend it, and intends it as a mercy, when it comes, 
But in the matter of afHlictions and bodily ficknefle, we are fo 
weak and broken, fo uneafie and unapt to fufferance, that this 
alone is beyond the cure of the old Philofophy. Many can endure 
poverty, and many can retire from fhame and laugh at home, 
and very many can endure to be flaves ; but when pain and fharp- 
neffe are to be endured for the interefts of vertue, we finde but 
few Martyrs ; andthey that are, fuffer more within themfelves by 
their fears and their temptations, by their uncertain purpofes and 
violences to Nature, then by the Hang-mans {word ; the Martyr- 
dome 1s within; and then he hath won his Crown, not when he 
hath fuffered the blow, but when he hath overcome his fears, and. 
made his {pirit conqueror, It wasa fad inftance of our infirmity, 
when of the 40. Martyrs of Cappadocia fet in a freezing lake, . 
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A | moft confummate, and an Angel was reaching the Crowne, and\ Sex. X, 
placing it upon their brows, the flefh fail’d one of them,anddrew| 
the {pirit after it ; and the man was called off trom his Scene ofno- 
ble contention, and died in warm water: : 


—— Od: artus, fragilémque bunc corporis ufam 
Defertorem animé | | 


e 
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We carry about us the body of death, and we bring evils upon our 

B {elves by our follies, and then know not how to bear them ; and the 

_ | fleth forfakes the fpirit. And indeed in fickneffe the infirmity isfo|  / 
very great, that God in a manner at that time hath reduced all Re- 

| ligion into one vertue, Patseace with its a is the {umme 

totall of almoft all our dury, that is proper to the dayes of forrow: 

_ and we fhall find it enough to entertain all our powers, andto im- 

| ploy all our aids; the counfels of wife men, andthe comforts of 

our friends, the advices of Scripture,and the refults of experience, 

the graces of God, and the ftrength of our own refolutions are all 

_ | then full of imployments, and finde it work enough to fecure that 

C one grace, For then it is that a cloud 1s wrapped about our heads, 

and our reafon ftoops under forrow, the foul is fad,and its inftru- 

ment is out of cune, the auxiliaries are diforder’d, and every thought 

fits heavily ; then a comfort cannot make the body feel it, and the 

foul is not fo abftra&ed to rejoyce much without its partner; fo that 

the proper joyes of the foul, tuch as are hope, and wife difcourfes, 

and fis taGtions of reafon, and the offices ot Religion, are felt, juft 

as we now perceive the joyes of heaven, with fo little relifh, that it 

comes as news of a victory to a man upon the Rack, or the birth of 

an heir to one condemned to die; he hears a‘ftory, which was 

D made to delight him, but it came, when he was dead to joy and all 

its capacities; and therefore fickneffe, though it be a bod CMons- 

tor, yet itis an ill ftageto a& fome vertues in; anda good man 

cannot then do much, andtherefore he that is in the ftate of flefh 
and blood, can do nothing at all. : 

4. But in thefe confiderations we finde our nature in difadvan- |” 
tages; anda ftrong man may be overcome when a ftronger comes 
to difarme him ; and pleafure and pain are the violences of choice 
and chance; but it is no better in any thing elfe; for nature is 
weak in allits ftrengths, and in its fights, at home, and abroad,| 
E | in its ations and paffions ; we love fome things violently, and 
hate others unreafonably ; any thing can fright us when we should 
be confident, and nothing can {care us when we ought to fear ; 
the breaking of a glaffe puts us into afupreme anger, and we are 
dull and indifferent as a Stotck when we fee God difhonour’d ; we 
paffionately defire our eeneers and yet we violently deftroy 

2 | our 
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jour felves, and will not be hindred ; we cannot deny a friend 
when he tempts usto finand death, and yet we daily deny God 
when he paifionately invites us to life and health, we are greedy 
after money, and yet {pend it vainly upon our lufts ; we hate to fee 
any man flatter’d but our felves; and we can endure folly if it be 
on our fide, and a fin for our intereft; we defire health, and yet we 
exchange it for wine and madnefle ; we fink when a perfecution 
comes, and yet ceafe not daily to perfecute our felves, doing mif- 
chiefs worfe then the {word of Tyrants, and great asthe malice of a 
Devil. a 
5. Burto fumme up all the evils that can be {poken of the in- 
firmities of the flefh ; the proper nature and habitudes of men are 
fo foolifh and impotent, {fo averfe and peevifh to all good, thata 
mans will is of itfelf onely freeto choofe evils. Neither is it a 
contradiGtion to fay leberty, and yet fuppofe tt determin’d to one 
object onely ; becaufe that one object is the thing we choofe. For 
although God hath fet life and death before us, fire and water,good 
and evil, and hath primarily put man intothe hands of his own 
counfel, that he might have chofen good as well as evil, yet be- 
caufe he did not, but fell into an evil condition and corrupted 
manners, and grew in love with it, and infected all his children | 
with vicious examples; and all nations of the world have contraéted ; 
{ome univeriall ftains, and the thoughts of mans hearts are onely evil, 
and that continually, and there 1s not one that doth good, no not one | - 
that = not: fince (I fay ) all the world have finued, wee can- 
not fuppofe a l:berty of indiffereacy, to good and bad; it is impof- 
fible in {uch a liberty,that there fhould be no variety,that all fhould | 
choofe the fame thing; but a d:derty of complacency, or delight we ' 
may fuppofe ; that is fo, that though naturally he might choofe : 
good, yet morally he is fo determined with his love to evil, that 
good {eldome comes into difpute ; and a man runs to evil as he 
runs to- meat or fleep; for why elfe fhould it be, that every 
one can teach a child to be proud, or to {wear, to lie, or todo. 
little {pites to his play-fellow. and can train him up to infant fol- | 
lies >, But the feverity of Tutors, and the care of Parents, dif-' 
cipline and watchfulnefle, Arts and diligence, all is too little 
to make him love but to fay his prayers, or todothat, which 
becomes perfons defign’d for -honeft purpofes, and his malice 
fhall out-run his years; he fhall be a manin villany before he is 
by law capable of choice or inheritance; and this indifpofition 
lafts upon us for ever, even as long as we live, juft in the fame 
degrees as flefh and blood does mle us: SemerG@ pet 9d af- 
foslayiaras tly, buying 4 vionwe farpos tiara: SeverT@, Art 
of Phyficians can cure the evils of the body, but this ftrange pro- 
penfity to evil nothing can cure but death; the grace of God 
eafes the malignity here, but it cannot be cured but by slay: 
ae ee that 


t 


|: hath fee up its banners in our hearts, 


C tion or power of artcan make us choofe wifely or honeftly : "Eyd 
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A that is, this freedome of delight or perfeé unabated ‘cle@ion of Six, X 


evil, which is confequent to the evil: manners of the world; al: |, 
‘though it be leffened by the intermediall ftate of grace, yet it is 
'not cured untill it be changed into its quite contrary ; but as it is 
in heaven; all that ishappy, andglorious, and free, yet can choofe 
nothing but the love of God, and excellent things, becaule God 
fills all the capacities of Saints, and there is nothing without him 


B ftances and in many = are prohibited, that as men naturally 
know no good, but to pleafe a wilde, indetermin’d, infinite appc-| 


sa cp 5 and it is with us as it was with the fhee-goat that fuck- 
ed the wolves whelp ; he grew up by his nurfes milk, and at laft 


| in the firft confticution of our nature ; fo perfectly given to zaturall 


| | vices, that by degrees we degenerate into unnatural, and no educa- 


4 Hlay evylraay ode rivaperny, {aid Phalaris, There is no L00d na- 

ture but onely vertue; till we are new created, we are wolves and 

|ferpents, free and delighted. in the choice of evil, but ftones and 
iron to allexcellent things and purpofes,. 

2, Next lamto eae the weakneffe of the flelb, even when 
ithe ftate is changed, in the beginning of the ftate of gtace: For 
many perions, as foon as the grace of God rifes in their hearts, 
are all on fire, and inflamed ; it is with them as Homer {aid of the 
Syrian ftarre, - , 


— AapregrarG my by’ ist, xaxdv4 78 ofua rlruxtal, 
Kal rpépes moAAoy muperoy OuAcios Beeroror 


It {ines finely, and brings feavers 5 fplendor and zeal are the effets 
_| of the firft grace, and fometimes the firft cums into pride, and the 
- t fecond unto uncharetablenef[e and either by too dull and flow moti- 
ons, or by too violent and unequall, the fleth will make pretences, 
and too often prevail upon the {pirit, even after the grace of God 


1, In fome difpofitions that are forward and apt,bufie and _— 
when the grace of God hath taken poffeffions,& begins to give laws, 
it feems fo pleafant and gay to their undifcerning {pirits, to be deli- 
vered from the fottifhneffé of luft, and the follies of drunkenneffe, 
that reltecting upon the change, ~ begin to’ love themfelves a 

| well, 
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well, and take’ delight inthe wifdome of thechange, and the; A 
reafonableneffe of the new life ; and then they by hating their own 
follies, begin to defpife them that dwell below ; It was.the trick 
of the old Philofophers. whom ./réftopkanes thus defcribes, 
adadlovas 86 wypiwvtas, Tks dwrodires Afyas; pale, and 
baretoot, and proud; that is, perfons fingular in their habit, emi- 
nent in their inftitution, proud and pleafed in their perfons, and 
defpifers of them that are leffe glorious in their vertue then them- 
felves ; and for- this very thing. our bleffed Saviour remarks the 
Pharifces ; they were fevere and phantafticall advancers of them- 
felves, and Judgers of their neighbours ; and here, when they have| p 
mortified corporall vices, fuch which are {candalous and punifh- 
able by men, they keep the fpiricuall, and thofe that are onely dif- 
cernable by God: thefe men do bur change. their fin from fcandal | . 
to oners and thatthey may fin more fately they fin more {piri- 
tually. Os : | 
H Sometimes the paffions of the flefh {poil the changes of 
the Spirit, by naturall exceffes, and difproporuon of degrees; it 
mingles violence with induftry, and fury with zeal, and unchari- 
tableneffe with reproof, and cenfuring with difcipline, and vio- 
lence. with defires, and immortifications in all the appetites and! -. 
profecutionsof the foul, Some think it is enough in all infiances, C 
if they pray hugely. and fervently ;. and that it is Religion, impa- 
tiently to defire a victory over our enemies, or the life of a childe, 
oran heir to be born ; they call it boly, fo they defire it 2 prayer 5 
that if they.reprove a vicious. perfon, they may fay what they 
lift, and be as angry as they pleafe : thac when they demand but 
reafon, they may enfarce it y af. means 5 that when they exact duty 
of ‘their children,. they may be imperious and without limis ;_ that 
_ lif they defigne a goodend, they may profecute it by all inftru- 
| ments; that when they give God thanks for bleffings, they may ; 
|valne the thing as high as they lift, though their perfons come | 
into a fhare of the honour; here the {pirit is wslling and holy, but | 
the flefh creeps too ‘bufily , and infinuates into the fubftance of 
good adtions, and fpoils them by unhandfome circumftances; 
and then the prayer is {poil’d for want of prudence or conformity 
to Gods will, and difcipline, and government is imbittered by an| . 
angry {pirit ; and the Fathers authority tugns into an uneafie load, | 
by being rhruft like an unequall burden to one fide, without al- | 
lowing equal! meafures to the other : And.if we confider it wifely, 
we fhall find, that in many good a@tions the fle(h is the bigger in- 5 
| gredient, and we betray our weak conftitutions, even when we do: 
Fuftice, Or Charity, and many men pry ix the flefh, when they pre- | 
tend they pray by the firit, | 
3. In the firft changes and weak progreffes of our {pixituall life, ' 
| we finde a long wealmeffe upon us,, becaufe we ee 
| Bins 
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A__ begin, and the flefh was powertull, and sts habits ftrong, and icwill|-Sarx, X, 
mingle. indirect pretences with ali the adtians of the fpicit , If we |: 
mean to pray, the tiefh thrufts in thoughts ofthe world; and our 
tongue {peaks one thing, and our heart means anothes; and we are 
hardly brought to.fay our praycrs, or to undertake a fafting day, or 
to celebrate a Communion: and if we remember rhat:all chefe are 
holy aétions, and that we have many opportunities of doing them 
all, and yet do them very feldome, and then very coldly, ic will be 
found at the foot of the Account, that our Heth and our naturall 
weakneffe prevails: ofmer then‘our {piriruall firengths : & woau's 

B regvoy DeAlyrec, xdy Av'dcser, & Deve peevos Sadi Cary, ov moomerlCovlan, 

| they that are bound long in chains feel {uch a lameneffe in the firft 
reftitutions of their liberty, vawo tig worduyegls TH Deopaiy suvn- 
Olas, by reafon of the long accuftomed chain and preffure, thar 
| chey mutt {tay cill Nature hath fet chem free, and the difeafe be ta- 
_ ken off as well as the chain ;, and when the foul is got free from her 
| adtuall preffure of fins, {till the wound remains, and a long habi- 
tude, and longing after it, a looking back, and upon the prefenting 

the old obje&, the fame company, or the remembrance of the de- 

light,the fancy ftrikes,and the heart fails, and the temptations return 

C and ftand dreffed in form and circumftances, and ten to one but the | 

mandicsagain, © , ?'. | 
4. Some men are wife and know their weakneffes, and to pre- 
vent their ftartings back, will make fierce and ftrong refolutions, / 
and bind up their gaps with thorns, and make anew hedge abour| / 
their {pirits; and what then? this fhews indeed, that the erst ss 
willing ; but the forme arifes, and windes blow, and rain defcends, 
and prefently the earth trembles, and the whole fabrick fails into 
ruine and diforder. A refolution {fychas we ufually make ) is no- 
thing bura little trench, whichevery childe can ftep over; and} 
D | there is no civil man that commits a wsdsug fisne, but he does it 
againft bis refolatcen ; and what Chriftian lives, that will not fay, 
and think, that he hath repented in fome degree ; and yet ftill che 
commit fin, that is, they break all their holy purpofes as readily as 
they lofe a dream ; .and fo great is our weakneffe, that to moft men 
the-ftrength of a refolution 1s juft fuch a reftraint as he {uffers, who | 
is imprifoned in a curtain, and fecured with dores and bars of the 
fineft linnen :. for though the fperst be frrong to refolve, the flefb as 
weak to keep It. . | - 
5. Butwhen they have felt their follies, and fee the linen vail 
E | rent, fome that are defirous to pleafe God, back their refelutians / 
with vows, and then the {pirit is fortified, andthe flefh may tempt} / 
and call, but she foul cannot come forth, and therefore ir exit fu 
and aGs its intereft eafily and certainly ; and then the fleth is mor- 
tified; It may be fo. But do not many of us enquire after a 
vow? Andwe confider, it may be it was mth, or.it was ~ <i 
os | DOMIDIC 
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‘pofile matter, or without juft confideration, and weighing of 
circumftances, or the cafe isalrer’d, and there isa new cmergent 
neceffiry, of a vow isno more then arefolution made in matter of 
duty 5 bothare made for God, and in his eye and witneffe ; or if 
nothing will do it, men grow fad and weary, and defpair, and are 
impatient, and bite the knot in pieces, with their teeth, which they 
cannot by difputing, and the arts of the tongue. A vow will nor 
fecure our duty, becaufe it is not ftronger then our appetite; and 
the {pirit of man is weaker then the habits and fuperinduced 
nature of the flefh ; but by little and little ic falls off, like the 
fine&R threcd twifted upon the traces of a chariot; it cannot hold 
long, | 
= _ Beyond all this, fome choofe excellent guides, and ftand 
within the reftraints of modefty, anda fevere Monitor; and the 
Spirit of God hath puta veil upon our {pirits, and by modefty in 
women and young perfons, by reputatson inthe more aged, and 


{by bovxour inthe more noble, and by confceence in all, have fortufied 


the {pirit of Man, that men dare not prevaricate their duty, though 
they be tempted ftrongly, and invited perpetually ; and this is 
a partition wall, that feparates the {pirit trom the flefh, and keeps 
it in its proper ftrengths and retirements, But here the fpirit of 
man, for all that itis affifted, ftrongly breaks from the inclofure, 
and runs into focieticsof flefh, and fometimes defpifes reputatson, 
and fometimes {upplies it with little arts of flattery, and felf-love, 
and is. modeft as long, as it can be fecret, and when it is difcove- 
red, it growes impudent; anda. man fhelters himfelf in crouds 
and heaps of finners, and belceves that it is no worfe with him then 
with other mighty criminals, and publick perfons, who bring fin. 
into credit amongft fools and vicious perfonss or elfe men take 
falfe meafures of fame or publick honcfty,: and the world being 
broken into fo many parts of difunion, and agreeing in nothin 
but in confederate vices, and grown fo remifle in governments, sat 
evere accounts, every thing is left fo loofe, that honour and publick 
ame, modefty, and fbame, are now {fo flender guards to the {pirit, 
that the diefh breaks in and makes moft men more bold againft 
God then againft men, and againft the lawes of Religion, then of 
the Common-wealth, — ee 
7. When the fpirit is made willing by the of God, the| © 
ficfh interpofes in deceptions and falfe principles. If you tempt 
{ome man to a notorious fin, as to rebellion, to deceive his truft, or} © 
to be drunk,he will an{wer,he had rather die then do 1t : But put the 
fin civilly tohim, and let it be difguifed with little excufes, fuch 
things which indeed are trifles,but yet they are colours fair enough 
to make a weak pretence, and the {pirit yeelds inftantly. Moft men 
choofe the fin; if it be once difputable whether it be a fin or no? If 
they can but make an excufe, or a colour, fo that it fhall not =— 
a 
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A dafhagainft-the confcience with an open profeffed name of Sin, ; Ser, X. 
| they fuffer-the temptation doits worft, If youtempta man, you! 
| mutt tell him. ’tis no fin, or it is excufable : this is not rebellion, 
bur neceffity, and felf-detences it is not againft my allegiance, but 
isa performing of my tuft; Ido it tor my friend, not againft. my 
Superiour ; I doit fora good end, and for his advantage ; this 
is not drunkenneffe, but {ree mirth, and fair fociety ; itis retreth-| 
ment, and entertainment of {ome fupernumerary hours , but it is 
nota throwing away my time, or neglecting a day of falvations 
‘and ifthere be any thing more to fay for it, though it be no more 
B then e4dams. fig-leaves, or the excufes of children and truants, it 
Shall be enough to make the flefh prevail, and the {pirit not to be 
troubled ; for fo great is our folly, that the flefh alwayes carries 
‘the caufe, if the {pirit can be coufen’d, 
| 8 The fleth is fo mingled with the {pirit,. chat we are forced to 
‘make diftin€tions in our appetite, to reconcile our affeCtions to God 
and Religion, left it be umpoffible.co do our duty ; we weep for / 
_our fins, but we weep more for the deathof our deareft friends, or 
other temporal fadneffes ; we fay we had rather die then lofe our 
faith, and yet we do not live according to its; we lofe our eftates 
C and are impatient,we lofe our vertue and bear it well enough ; and 
' what vertue is {o great,as more to be troubled for having finn’d,then 
| for being afham’d, and begger’d, and condemn’d to die > Here we 
‘are torcedto a diftinétion ; there is a valuatson of price, and a valu- 
| atéon of fewce: or the fpirit hath ove rate of things, and the Heth hath 
another ; and what we beleeve the greateft evil, does not alwayes 
caufe to us the greateft trouble ; which fhews plainly, that we are 
imperfe& carnal perfons,and the flefh will in fome meafure prevail 
over the {pirit; becaufe we will fuffer it in too many inftances, and 
cannot help it in all. Se on | 
D) 9. The fpirit is abated and interrupted by the fleth,becaufe the flefh 
pretends it 1s not able to do thofe minifteries, which are appointed | 
in order to Religion;we are not able to faft,or if we watch,it breeds 
gouts and catarrhes ; or charity is a grace too expenfive,our neceffi- 
ties are too big to do it ; or we cannot fuffer pain ; and forrow breeds 
death,and therefore our repentances muft be more gentle,8 we muft 
{upport our felves in all our calamities ; for we cannot bear our 
croffes withouta freer refrefhment, and this freedome paffes on 
to licence, and many melancholy perfons drown their forrows in 
fin and forgetfulneffe,as if fin were more tolerable then forrow,and 
E | the anger of God an cafier load then a temporall care:heretheflefh| —~ / 
betrayes its weakneffe and ‘its follies ; For the flefh complains too 
foon, and the {pirit of fome men like e4dam being too fond of his 
| Eve, attends to all its murmurs and temptations ; and yet the flefh 
‘is able to bear farre more then is required of it in ufuall duties. 
Cuftome of fuffering will make us endure much, and fear will make 
| .- us 
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us fuffer more, and zecefsity makes us fuffer any thing ; and /sf and 


defire makes us to endure more then God ts willing we fhould ; and 
yet we are nice,and tender,and indulgent to our weakneffes, till our 
weakneffes grow too ftrong for us. And what fhall we do to fecure 
our duty, and to be delivered of our felves, that the body of death, 
which we bear about us, may not deftroy the life of the fpirit > 

I have all this while complain’d,and you {ee not without caufe; I 
fhall afterwards tell you the remedies for all this evil. In the ngean 
time, let us have but mean opinions of our felves; let us watch 
every thing of our felves as of fufpected ‘pa, and magnifie the 
grace of God, and be humbled for our {tock and {pring of follies, 
and Jet us look up to him,who is the fountain of grace and {piritual 
ftrengths, | 


Zed Baoired ra pir IDAa x dvy opelvoss x, avee'xToIs 
"Appel O18, ra 4 AvyeS Hy uy yelvey darepe'xois. 


And pray that God would give us what we ask, and what we ask 
not; for we want more helps then we underftand,and we are neerer 
to evil then we perceive, and we bear fin and death about us, and 
are in love with it ;_ and nothing comes from us but falfe principles, 
and filly propofitions, and weak difcourfes, and ftartings from our 
holy pur pofes,and care of our bodies,and of our palates,and the luft 
of the lower belly ; thefe are the imployment of our lives ; but if 
we defigne to live happily and in a better place, it muft be otherwife 
with us 3 we muft become new creatures; and have another defini- 
tion, and have new ftr which we can onely derive from God, 
whole grace is fuffictent for ws, and ftrong enough to prevail over all 
our follies and infirmities, 
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remedies for all this mifchief.In order to which I fhall confider; 
I, That fince it is our Hefh and blood that is the principle of 
mifchief;we muft not think to have it cured by wafhings & light me- 
dicaments ; the Phyfitian that went to curethe Hectick with quick- 
filver and fafting {pictle, did his Patient no good, but himfelf be- 
-|camea proverb; and he that by eafie prayers and a feldome faft, 
by the {catering of a little almes, and the iffues of {ome more na- 

C! turall vertue thinks to cure his evil nature, does fortifie his indif- 
"| pofition, as a {tick is hardened by a little fire, which by a great one 
is devoured. Quanto fatius eff mentem potius eluere, que malic capi- 

| ditatibus fordidatur, © uno virtutes ac fidet lavacro unsuer{a uttia 
‘| depellere 2? Better it is by an intire body of vertue, bya living and 
active faith to cleanfe the minde from every vice, and to take off all 
fuperinduced habits of fin; Qyodqut fecerit, quamlsbet tnguinatum 

ac fordidum corpus gerat, fatw purus eft. If we take this courfe, al- 
though our body isfoul, and our affections unquiet, and our ref 
difcompofed, yet we {hall be mafters of our refolution, and clean 

D | from habitual! fins, and fo cure our evil nature. For our nature 
| was not made evil butby ourfelves; but yet we are naturally evil, 
that is,by a fuperinduced nature ; juft as drunkards and intemperate 
perfons have made it neceffary to drink extremely, and their nature 
requires it, and it is health to them ;. they die without it, becaufe| 
they have made to themfelves a new conftitution,and another nature, 
but much worfe then that which God made; their fin made this 
new nature, and this new nature makes fin neceflary and unavoida- 
ble: fo itis in all other inftances; Our nature is evil, becaufe we 
have {poil’d it; and therefore the removing the fin which we have 

_E | brought in, isthe way to cure our nature : for this evil nature is 
_ | not a thing,which we cannot avoid ; we made it, and therefore we 
muft help it ; but as in the fuperinducing this evil nature, we were 
thruft forwdrd by the world and the Devil, by all obje@s from 
without, and weakneffe from within ; fo in the curing it we are to 
be helped by God and his moft holy Spirit. 


I: it be poffible to cure an evil nature, we muft enquire after 
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We muft have a new nature put into us, which mutt be the princi- 
pleof new counfels, and better purpofes, of holy actions and great 
devotion ; and thss nature is deriv’d from God, and is a grace anda 
favour of heaven, The fame Spirit, that caufed the holy Jefus to be 
born after anew and ftrange manner, muft alfo defcend upon us, 
and caufe us to be born again, andto begin a new life upon the 
ftock of anew nature, “Am txelys ApZero Sela x cvOparmim cuy- 


| palveSasgu'ats, ty Aevpanion ry megs 1d Sab reegy xoircerl a. ydyn- 


Euripides. 


| tas Sela, faid Ortgen; From him st firft began that a devine and bu- 


mane nature were weaved or that the humane nature by communica- 
tion with the celeftsall may aifo become divine, &x iv uSvm t@ nods cA- 
Ad iv raat Toi's pO 1d misery avarapbaysas Biv, Sy Ince édt> 
dakev;, Not onely en Fefus, but sn all that firft beleeve in him, and then 
obey him, living {uch a lsfe as Fefus taught ; and this isthe fummeto- 
tall of the whole defigne ; As we have liv’dto the flefb, (0 we muff 
bereafter lve to the fpirtt: as our nature hath been tlefh, not onely 
in its originall, but in habits and affe&tion ; {fo our nature muft be 


fpirét in habit and choice, in defigne and effectual! profecutions ; _ 


for nothing can cure our old death,but this new births and this is the 
recovery of our nature, and the reftitution of our hopes, and there- 
fore the greateft joy of mankinde, 


biaroy wiv olly@ hale, 1338 
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It is a fine thing to {ee the light of this Sun, and it $s pleafant to fee the 
ferme allayed and turned into a (mooth fea anda frefb gale; our eyes 
are pleafeato fee the earth begsnto live, and to produce ber lzttle s[Jues 


with particolour’d coats : 
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Nothing is (0 beauteous as to fee-a new birth in a childleffe family 5 : 


And it is excellent to hear a man difcourfe the hidden things of 
Nature, and unriddle the perplexities of humane notices and mif- 
takes ; it is comely to fee a wife man fit in the gatesof the City, 
and give nigh judgement in difficult caufes: But all this is nothing 
to the excellencies of a new birth; to fee the old man carried forth 


jto funcrall with the folemn tears of repentantce, and buried in the 


grave of Jefus, and in his place a new creation to arife,a new heart, 
: : and 


B 
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A_ anda new underftanding, and new affections, and excellent appe-, Ser, XI. 
tites : for nothing leffe then this can cure all the old diftempers, 
2. Our life, and all our difcourfes, and every obfervation, and 
a ftate of reafon, and a union of fober counfels,are too little to cure 
a peevith {pirit, and a weak reafoning, and filly principles, and ac- 
curfed habits,and evil examples,and perverfe affections,and a whole 
body of finand death, It was well taid in the Comedy ; 


Nunquam 1ta qui{quam bene fubdutta ratione ad vitam fuit, 
Quin atas ufus femper aliquid apportet novt, 
B Altquid moneat , ut tlla, que (ctre credas, nefctas, 


| Et qua tibe putas prima, in expertundo repudtes, 
Menat firft think themfelves wife, and are alwayes moft confident 
_ when they have the leaft reafon ; and to morrow they begin to per- 
ceive yeiterdayes folly, and yet they are not wife; But as the little 
Embryo in the naturall fheet and lap of its mother, firft diftingui- 
fhes into a little knot, and that intime will be the heart, and then 
into a bigger bundle, which after {ome dayes abode growes into 
| two little ipots, and they, if cherifhed by nature, will become eyes, 
' and each part-by order commences into weak principles,and is pre- 
C ferved with natures greateft curiofity;that it may affift firft to diftin- 
- | @ion,then to order,next to ufefulneffe, and from thence to ftrength, 
till ic arrive at beauty, and a perfect creature ; fo are the neceffities, [ 
and fo are the difcourfes of men; we firft learn the principles of rea- 
fon,which breaks obicurely — a cloud,and brings a little light, 
and then we difcern a folly, and by little and little leave it,til] that 
enlightens the next corner of the foul; and then there is anew difco- 
very ; but the foul ts ftill in infancy and childifh follies ; and every 
day does but the work of one day ; but therefore art, and ufe,expe- 
rience, and reafon, although they do fomething, yet they cannot do 
D | enough; there muft be fomething elfe: But this is to be wrought | 
| by anew principle, that ts,by the Spzrst of grace: Nature and reafon 
alone cannot do it, and therefore the proper. cure is to be wrought 
by thofe general! means of zxvsting and chers[bing,of getting and en- 
tertasnsng Gods Spirit, which when we have obferved, we may ac- 
count our felves {ufficiently inftructed toward the repair of our 
breaches, and the reformation of our evil nature, 

1, The firft great inftrument of changing our whole nature into |. 
the ftate of grace, fiefh into the {pirit, is a firm beliefjand a perfeé& [ 
affent to, and hearty entertainment of the promifes of the Gofpels 

| E | for holy Scripture {peaks great words concerning faith, Zt quenches | Ephef.4.16. 


1 Joh.$.4. 


| the fey darts of the Deval, faith St. Paul, st overcomes the world, 
- | faith St. Fobz, it is the fruit of the Spirit, and the parent of love, it 
is obedsence, and it is humility, and it is a fhseld, andit is a breft-plate, 
and awork, andamyftery, it isa fight, and it isa eifory, it isa 
pleafing God, and it isthat mherety - juft do live ,. by fasth we are 


= ius | purt- 
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purified, and by faith we are fanilified, and -by faith we are juftified,| A 


and by faith we are faved: by this we bave acceljeto the throne of 
grace, and by it our prayers fhall prevail fer the fick, by it we ftand, 
and by it we walk, and by this (bri(t dwels in our bearts, and by 
it all the miracles of the Church have been done ; it gives great 
patience to {uffer, and great confidence to hope, and great ftrength 
to do, and infallible certainty to enjoy the end of all our faith, and 
fatisfaction of all our hopes, and the reward of all our labours, 
even the moft mighty price of our bigh calling: and if faith be fuch 
a magazine of fpirituall excellencies, of fuch univerfall efficacy, no 
thing can be a greater antidote .again{t the venome of a corrupted} p 
nature. But then this is nota grace feated finally in the underftan- 
ding, but the principle that is defignedto, and aétually produdtive 
of ‘a holy life ; It is nor onely a beleeving the propofitions of Scri- 
pture as we beleeve a propofition in the Metaphyficks, concerning 
which a man is never the honefter whether it be true or falfe ; | 
but it isa beleef of things that concern us infinitely, things fo great 
that if they be fo true as great, no man that hath his reafon and 
can dif{courfe, that can think and choofe, that can defire and work 
towards an end, can poffibly negle@. The great obje& of our 
faith, to which allother Articles do minifter, is, refurrefson of 
aur bodies and fouls to eternull life, and glories infinste. Now isit| © 
poflible that a man that beleeves this, and that he may obtain it 
tor him{elf, and that it was prepared for him, and that God defires 
to give it him, that he can neglect and defpife it, and not work for 
it, and perform fuch eafie conditions upon which it may be ob- 
tained > Arcnotmof men of the world made miferable ara leffe 
price then 2 thoufand poundaycer? Do notall the Ufurers and 
Merchants, all rradelmen and labourers under the Sun toil and care, 
labour and contrive, venture and plot for a little money, and no 
man gets, and fcarce any man defires fo much of it as he can lay u D 
on three acres of ground ; not fo much as will fll s creat laoules 
and is this f{umme, that is fuch a triflle, {uch a poor limited heap of 
dirt, the reward of all the labour, and the end of all the care, and 
the defigne of all the malice, and the recompence of all the wars of 
the world ; and can it be imaginable, that life it felf, and a long life, 
an eternall and a happy life, a kingdome, a perfed ki me, and 
glorious, that fhall never have ending,nor ever fhall be with! | 
rebellion, or fears, or forrow,or care, that {ucha kingdome fhould 
not be worth the praying for, and quitting of an idle company, and 
a foolifh humour, or a little drink, or a vicious filly woman fot it? 5 
psig | men beleeve no fuch thing. They do not relie upon chofe 
Ories that are read in books, and publi by Preachers, and | 
allow’d by the lawes of all the world, If they did, why do they | 
chufe intemperance and a feaver,luft and fhame, rebellion and dan- | 
ger, pride and a fall, facriledge anda curfe, gain and —- | 
re 
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A forte. humility and fafery, religion and a conftant joy; devotion and Sak: XE. 


peace of confcience, juftice and a quiet dwelling, charity, and a 
| bleffing, and at the end ofall this, a Kingdome more glorious then 
all the beauties the Sun did ever fee, Fides eft velut quodc'am eternt- 
sates exemplar, preterits fimul & préfentia D futura finu quodam va- 
flafftmo comprehendst at nihil et pretereat,nil pereat, preeat nihil s Now; 
| | Faeth 1 a certain tmage of eterntty, all theags are prefent to st, things pajt 

| and things to come, are all fo before the cyes of faith; that he in 

| whole eye that candle is enkindled, beholds heaven as prefent; 

and fees how bleffeda thing it is to die in Gods favout, and to be 

B chim’d to our gtave with the Mufick of a good confcience, Faith 

; converfes with the Angels, and anredates the hymnes of glory ; éve- 

xy man that hath this grace is as certain, that there ate glories for 

him, if he perfeveres in tf as if he had heard and fung the thankf- 

giving Song for the blefledfentence of Dooms-day. And therefore 

at is no matter if thefc things are feparat and diftant objeéts ; none 

btic children arid fools are taken with the ptcfent trifle; and negle& 
a diftant bleifing, of which they have credible and beleeved noti- 
‘ces; Did the Merchant fee the Pearls and the wealth he defignes 


Ito get inthe trade of 20 yeets? And isit poffible thata childe 
G fhould, when he learns the firft rudiments of Grammat, know; 

| | whac excellent things there are in learning, whither he defigneshis 
| labour, and his hopes 2? We labour for that which is uncettain, and 
diftant, and beleeved, and hoped for with many allaies, and {eer 
with diminution,and a ttoubled ray ; and what excufe can there be, 
that we do not labour for that; which is told us by God;& pteach’d 
by his holy Son, and confitmed by miracles, and which Chrift 
himfelf died to purchafe, and millions of Martyrs died to witneffe, 
and which we fee good men,dnd wife beleeve with an affent ftrong- 


— 


|D love, and love becaufe they do beleeve? There is nothing to be 
{aid; but that faith which did enlighten the blind,and clenfe the Le- 
pers, and wath’d the foul of the -4thioptan, that faith that cures 

| the’ fick; and ftrengthens the Paralytick, and baptizes the Cate- 


| ‘ 
| | jand proper; Chtiftian and alive, active and effective in us, is 
: fufficient to appeafe the ftorm of our paffions, and to inftruét all 
our ignorances, and to makew wife unto falvation ; i will, tf we 
| llerit doits firfé intention, chaftife our errors, and difcover out 
E follies, ic will miake us afhanied of trifling interefts, and violent 
: | profecutions, of falfe principles,and the evil difguifes of the world; 
and then our nature will return to the innocence and excellency, in 
| which God firft eftated it ; that 1s, our flefh will be a fervant ot ‘ the 
foul, and the foul a fervant to the fpiric ; and then, becaufe faith 


er then theit evidence, atid which they do beleeve becaufe they do} . 


| chumiens, and juftifies the faithfull, and repairs the penitent, and | 
| confirms the juft; and crowns the Martyrs; that faith, if it be true} 


makes heaven to be the end of our depres, and God the objef of hen 
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love, and worfhippings, and the Scripture the rule of our adions, end 


Chrift our Lord and Mafter, and the boly Sperst our mighty .4/6:ft- 
ance and our Counfelloer, all the little uglineffes of the world, and 
the follies of the tleth will be uneafie, and unfavory, unreafonable, 
and a load; and then that grace, the grace of faith, that layes hold 
upon the holy Trinity, although it cannot underftand it, and be- 
holds heaven before it can poffeffe it, thall alfo corre& our weak- 
neffles,and matter all our averfations ; and t we cannot in this 
world be perle& mafters, and triumphant perions, yet we be caz- 
querors and more ; that is, conquerors of the dire& hoftiliry, and fure 
of a crown to be revealed in its due time. a a 

2, The fecond great remedy of our evil Nature,and of the loads 
of the fleth, is devotzon,ora ftate of prayer,and entercourfe with God. 
For the gift of the Spirit of Ged, which is the great antidote of our 
evil natures,is properly and ware! f hae gg to prayer ; Jf you,wbo 
are evil, give good things to your chtlaren, that ask you, bow much more 
fall your Father from heaven give bis holy Spirit to thene that ask it 2 
That which in St.Leke is called Lytov wvedpLa, the boly Spirst,is called 


in St. Matthew, ra ayabe’, good things; that is, the boly Spirit is| - 


all that good that we fhall need towards our pardon, and our 
fanttificatton, and our glory, and this is promifed to Prayer; to 
this purpofe Chrift rsuphe us the Lords Prayer, by which we 
are fufficiently inftructed in obtaining this Magazine of holy and 
ufefull things, Buc Prayer ts but one part of devotion; and though 
of admirable efficacy towards the obtaining this excellent promile, 


|yet it is to be affifted by the other parts of devotzon, to make ita 


perte& remedy to our great evil. He thatwould fecure his evil 


- | Nature, muft be a devout perfor, and he that is devout, befides, that 


he prayes frequently, he delights in it as it is a converfation with 


God ; he rejoyces in God, and efteems him the light of his eyes,! - 


and the {upport of his confidence, the obje& of his love, ahd the 
defires of his heart; the man is uneafie, but when he does God {er- | 
vice ;_ and his foul is at peace and reft, when he docs, what may be ' 
accepted ; and this is that which the Apoftle counfels, and gives in| 
precept ; Rejoyce 4 the Lord alwayes, and agatn I fay rejoyce, thatis, 


jas the Levites were appointed to rejoyce, becauf¢ God was their . 


portion in tithes and offerings, fo now that in the fpirituall fence 
God is our portion, we fhould rejoyce in him, and make him our 
inheritance, and his fervice our imployment, and the peace of con- 
{cience to be our reft, and then it is impoffible we fhould be any 
— flaves to fin, and afflicted by the bafer imployments of the 
flefh, Or carry burdens for the Devil ,; and therefore the Scho- 
liaft upon Furvenal obferved well, Nullam malum gaudium fs No 
true joy can be evil; and therefore it. was improperly {aid of 
Virgtl, Mala gaudia mentis, calling luft and wilde defires, the eusl 


ia of the minde; Gaudium enim nifi faptents non. contingere, {aid 


. SCH Ay 


D 


| Lhe Flefh and the Spirit mas 


4S 
3 The evil; Sar, XI, 


Senecay zone but a wife and 4 good man can truchy sejoyce 


A 
) laugh loud, and fi deepi Ys they drink drunk, and forget theirfor- 


the joyes of an evil ‘man is onely arts of forgetfulneffe, 
devices to cover their forrow, and make them not fee their death, 
and its affrighting circumftances ; but the heart never can re joyce, 
and be fecure, be pleafed and be at reft, but when it dwels with| / 
holineffe : the joyes that come from thence are /afe and Great, un-| | 
changeable and uxehated, healthful and holy s and this is true joy : and 

| this ts that, which can cure all the little images of pleafire, and 

cemptation, which debauch our nature, make it dwell with 

B hofpitals, in the region of difeafes and evil forrows, St. Gregory 
| well obferved the difference : faying, chat ¢ Corporall pleafures, when 

¢ webave them not, enkindle a flame axd 4 burning defive sx ihe heart, 
‘Cand make a man very miferable, before be tats them the Appetite to 

« there 15 lske the thirft and the defires of a feaver,the pleafure of drink- 

, ing will not pay for the pain of the defire ; and when they are en- 
«yoyed, they snflantly breed fatiety and a loathing, But fpirstuall rejoy- 
« cings, and deisgbts are loathed by them that have them not, and defiled 
<¢.by them that never felt them; but when they are once tafted the 
« increafe the appetite and {well itto bigger capacities; and the 
C “more they are eaten, the more they are defired, and cagnot be | _ 

“ come a wearinefle,becaufe they fatisfie all the way, and onely in- 
s¢ creafe the defire, becaufe themfelves grow bigger and more ami- 
“able. Aud therefore when this new and ftranger appetite, and 
* | confequent joy arifes in the heart-of man, it fo fills all the facul- 
ties, there is no guft, no defire left for toads and vipers, for 
hemlock and the deadly night-fhade, | | 


Ssrenas, bilarem navigantium punam, 
| Blanda(que mortes, gauditmg; crudele, 
D; | Quas nemo quondam deferebat anditas, 
Prudens Ubfjes dicitur reliquiffe. 


Then a man can hear the mufick of fongs and dances, and think 
them to be heathenifh noifes; and-if he be engaged in the fociety 
of a woman finger, he can be as unconcerned as a marble flatue ; / 
he can be at a feaft and not be defil’d, he can paffe through theatres 
as thorow a ftreet; then he can look on money as his fervant, 
nec diflant era lupints, he can ufe itasthe Grecks did their fharp 
coins, to caft accounts withall, and not from thence take the ac- 

E | counts of his wealth or his felicity. If you can once obtain but]. 
to delight in prayer, and to long for the day of a Commitini- 
on, and to be pleafed with holy —— and a _ a 

ace with on, and an appetite keen as a Wolf upon t 
Sid lains OF Noth 5 If youcan delight in Gods oe and | - 
confider concerning his a and bufie your felves in the 
pur- 
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purfuit of the affairs of his Kingdome, then you haue the grace of | 
devotton, and your evil nature fhall be cured, | Be 

_ 3. Becaule this great cure is to be wrought by the Sperst of God, 
which is 4 xew nature 1n wwe mutt endeavour to abftain from thofe 
things,which by a {pecial malignity are directly oppofite to the {pi- 
rit of reafon, and the fpirit of grace ; and thofe are drunkenneffe and 
luff, He that is full of wine cannot be full of the fpiric of God ; 
St. Paw! noteth the hoftilicy, Be mot drunk with wine, but be filled with 
the Spirit; a man that is a drunkard does persre cto, he perifhes 
quickly, his temptations that come to him make but fhort work 
with him ;a drunkard is dowr@ ; our Englifh well expreffes it, ic 
is a fotti(bneffe, and the man is axcAas@, aypuG@, zyprs@, an 
ufeleffe, fenfelefle perfon, eit’ sy’ daalyray bc) 1d prebo'cry xaxdy 
elyisoy avOpa'qosos £, BAaCepwraroys Of all the evils of the world, 
nothing is worfe to a mans felf,nothing is more harmefull then this, 
amosepsyvra tauTdy 7 gegvery, 8 méyisoy huiy a yabdy ever hov'osc, 
laid Crobylus, it deprives a wife man of his counfell and his under- 
ftanding ; now,becaule it is the greateft good that Nature hath,that 
which takes it away muft needs be our greateft enemy. Nature is |- 
weak enough of it felf, but drunkenneffe takes from it all the little: 
ftrengths that are left to it, and deftroyes the f{pirit ,. and the man | 
can ncither have the ftrengtl s of nature, nor the ftrengths of grace; 
and how then.can the man do wifely or vertuoufly 2 Spiritus fandus. 
| amat ficca corda, the Spzrit of God loves dry hearts, {aid the Chriftian 
Proverb; and fofepbus {aid of Samfon, Snaocy tv weggnre'cay am | 
Tig MeL THY OA Tay GwEegouync st appears he was a Prophet, or a man | 
full of the Spirit, ¢y the temperance of bes dzet ; and now that all the 
people are holy unto the Lord, they mutt colvss @ yvelac &yev, as Plu- 
tarch {aid of their confecrated perfons ; they muft have ary and fober 
parities; for by this means their reafon is ufefull, and their paffions 
not violent, and their difcourfe united, and the precious chings of 
‘their memory at hand, and they can pray, and read, and they can 
| meditate,and pra¢tife,and then they can learn, where their naturall 
weaknetfes are moft urgent, and how they can be tempted, and can 
fecyre their aids accordingly ;. but how is it poffible, that fucha 
‘man fhould.cure all the evils of his Nature,and repair the breaches: 
of Adams fin, and ftop all the effect which is upon him from all the 
‘evils of the world, if he delights in {eas of drink, and is pleafed 
with the follies of diftemper’d perfons, and laughs loud at the chil- 
'difh humours and weak difcourfes of the man,that-can do nothin 
‘but that for which Dsony/ias flew eAntiphon, and Temagenes did fall, 
from Cefars friendfhip 3. that is, play the fool and abule his friend; 
He cannot — countel] ee kpetd ani hour in wife fayings ; but 
half a day they-‘can talk, ut foret, ende corona cashinnum tollere pofftt, | 
to make the crqwd laugh and confider not. - a 

. ‘And the fame is the cafe.of luft ; becaufe it is exadtly contrary | 
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to Chrift the King of Virgins, and his holy Spirit,who is the Prince. Ser, XI. 


of purities and holy thoughts ; it is a captivity of the reafon, and 
an inraging of the paflions, it wakens every night, and rages every 
day, it defires paifionately, and profecutes violently, it hinders 
buiineffe and dittracts counfell, it brings jealoufies and enkindles 
wars, it fins again{t the body, and. weakens the foul, it defiles a Tem- 
ple, and drives the holy Spirit forth, and is is fo incire a profecution 
of the follics and weaknefles of nature, fuch a {nare and a bait to 
weake and eafic fools, that it prevails infinitely,and rages horribly, 
and rules tyrannically ; itisa very feaver in the reafcn, anda ca- 
lenture in the paffions ;.and therefore either it muft be quenched, or 
it will be impoffible to cure our evil natures; The curing of this is 
‘not the remedy of a fingle evil, but it is a doing violence to our 
whole nature ; and therefore hath in it the greateit courageand an 
| equall conduct, and {uppofes fpiricuall ftrengths grcat enough to 
conteft againft every enemy. , 

4. Hither is tobe reduced, that we avoid all flattcrers and evil 
| company ; for it was impoifible that eflexander fhould be wife and 
cure his pride and his drunkennefle, fo long as he entertain’d Age- 
fius and Agnon, Bagoas and Demetrius, and flew Parmento and Phzlo- 
tas, and murder’d wife Cals(thenes 5 for he that loves to be flattered, 
loves.not to change his pleafure ; buchad rather to hear himfelf 
call’d wife, then to be fo, Flattery does bribe an evil nature, and cor- | 
rupta goodone ; and make it love to pi wrong judgement, and 
evil fentencesshe that loves to be flatter’d can never want fome to a- 
bufe him, but’ he fhall alwayes want one to counfell him, and then 
he can never be wife. : 

5- But I muft put thefe advices into aheap ; he therefore that 
will cure his evil nature , muft fet himfelf againft his chiefeft luft, | 
which when he hath overcome, the leffer enemies will come in of 
themfelves. He muft endeavour to reduce his affections to an indif- 
ferency ; for all violence is an enemy to reafon and counfell, and is 
that ftate of difeafe, for which he is to enquire remedies, | 

_ 8: Ie is neceflary thatin all ations of choice he deliberate and f 


| confider, that he may never do that, for which he muft ask a par-|_ 


don, and he muft fuffer fhame and {mart ; and therefore (ato did 
well. reprove Aalus Albsnus for writing the Reman ftory in the 
Greek tongue, of which he had but imperfe@ knowledge ; and 
himfelf was put to make his Apologie for fo doing 5 Cato told him 
that he was mightily in love with a fault, that he had rather beg a 
pardon then be innocent; Who forc’d him to need the pardon ? 
And when before hand we know we muft change from what we 
are or do wore, it isa better compendium not to enter in from 
whence we muft uneaiily retire. _ 
9. In all the contingencies of chance and variety of aétion, 
remember that thou art the maker of thy own fortune, and of thy 
| own 
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own fin; charge not God with it either before or after; The} A 


violence of thy own paffton is no {uperinduced neceffiry from him, 
and the events of providence in all its ftrange variety can give no 
authority or patronage to a foul forbidden a&ion, though the 
next chance of.war or fortune be profperous and rich, An Egyptian 
robber fleeping under a rotten wall was awaken’d by Serapss, and 
fent away from the ruine , but being quit from the danger, and 
fecing the wall to flide, thought that the Demoz lov’d his crime, 
becaufe he had {o ftrangely preferved him from a fudden and a vi- 
olent death, But Serapss told him, Oavaroy pty crAuwoy wy epuyec, 
saupa didi quarariiuwG, I faved you fromthe wall torcferve you| » 

or the wheel; froma fhort and a private death, tda painfull and 
difpracefull; and fo it is very frequently in the event of humane 
affairs : men arc faved from one death, and referved for another ; 
or ate preferved here to be deftroyed hereafter; and they that 
would judge of actions by events, muft ftay till all events are paf- 
fed ; that is, till all their poftcricy be dead,and the fentence is given 
at Dooms-day ; in the mean time, the evils of our nature are to 
be look’d upon without all accidentall appendages ; as they are in 
themielves, as they have an ir rity and diforder, an unreafo- 
nableneffe and a fting, and be {ure to rely upon nothing, but the 
truth of lawes and promifes; and take {evere accounts by thofe | C 
lines, which God gave uson purpofe to reprove our evil habits 
and filthy inclinations. Men that are not willing to be cured are 
plad of any chingto coufen them; but the body of death cannot. 
s¢ taken off from us, unleffe we be honeft in our purpofes, and fe- | 
vere in our counfels, and take juft meafures, and glorifie God, and 
fet our felves againft our{elves, that we may be changed into the | 
likeneffe of the fons of God, 

9. Avoid all delay in the counfels of Religion. Becaufe the aver- 
{ation and perverfnefle of a childes nature may be corrected eafily; 
but every day of indulgence and excufe increafes the evil, and makes 
it {till more naturall, and ftill more neceffary. 

10, Learn to defpife the world ; or, which is a better compendi- 
um inthe duty, learn but truely co underftand it 5 for it is a coufe- 
nage allthe way; the head of it is a rainbowe, and the face of it is 
flattery ; its words are charmes, and all its ftories are falfe; its 
body is a fhadow,and its hands do knit fpiders webs ; it is an image 
and a noife, with a Hyena’s lip and a ferpents tail.; it was given to 
ferve the needs of our nature, and in fteadof doing it, it creates 
ftrange appetites, and nourifhes thirfts and feavers ; itbringscare 
and debauches our nature, and brings fhame and death as the re- 
ward of ‘all our cares. Our nature isa difeafe, and the world. does 
nourifh it; but if you leave to feed upon. fuch unwholefome diet, 
your nature reverts to its firft purities,and to the entertainments of 
the grace of God, Oo 
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A | I am now to confider,. how farte. the infirmities of the Hefh: Sek. XL 
can be innocent, arid confift with the {piritof grace, Forallthefe| 
counfels are to be entertain’d into a willing {pirit, and not onely 
fo, but into an active; and {o longas the {pirit is onely willing, the | 
weakneffe of the fleth will in many inftances become ftronger then 
the ftrengths of the fpirir, For he that hatha good will, and does 
not do good a&ions, which are required of him, zs bindred, but not. 
by God that requires them, and therefore by hirhfelf, or his worft 
enemy, Butthe meafures of this queftion are thete. 

1, If the flefh hindets us of our dtitys it is our enemy § and then 
_B our mifery isnot, that the flefh is weak, but that it istoo firongs} 7” 
| But 2, when it abares the degrees of duty and ftops it growth, or 
its paffing on to action and effect, then st 1s weak, but not dtreéttly, nor 
alwayes criminall, But to {peak particularly, 
| If our flefth hinders us of any thing, that isa dire& duty, and 
prevails upon the fpirie to make itdoan evil action, or contract 
an evil habit, the man is in a ftate of bondage and fin: his tleth is 
the mother of corruption, and an enerhy to God, It is not enough 
to fay, I defire to ferve God, and cannot asI would: I would 
fain {ove God above all the things in the world, but the flefh hath 
©' appetites of its own that muft beferved: J pray to be forgivenas 
I Prégtve others; but fiefh and blood cannot put up fuch an in- 


burdens txpon our fhouldets, fo he gives us ftrength to beat thet + 
and therefore he that fayes he cannot fotgive, fayes onely that his 
luftis ftronget then his religion ; his flefh prevails upon his {pirit: 
For what heceffity can a man have to curfé him, whom he cals ene- 
my ? of to fie him, ot kill him, or do him any {pite At man may 
ferve all his needs of nature, though he does nothing of all this $1 

and if he be willing, what hinders him to love; to pardon, to wifh 
well, to defire 2 The willing is the doing in this cafe ; and he thar 
fayes he is willing to do his duty, but he cannot, does not under- 
 B | ftand what he faycs: For allthe duty of the inner man confifts: 
| in the aGtions of the will, ahd there they are featéd, and to x all the 
inferieur faculties obey in thofe things which are dire& emanations, 
and effeéts of will. He that defiresto love God; dots love him; 
indeed mien are often coufened with Pg and in.fome good 
mood are warm’d with a holy paflion, but it fignifies nh p 
niles dp bls: che aiteteetice oie Agchek.  mreraciies MECAWIC \cx 
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becaufe they will not quit the love of Gods enemies ; and therefore 


they do not defire,what they fay they do: but if the will and heart 
tke and not falfe and diffembling, this duty is,or will be done 
infallibly, & oe . 8 
2. If the {pirit and the heart be willing, it will paffe on to out- 
ward actions in all things, where it ought, or can. He that hatha 
charitable {oul,will have a charitable hand; and will give his money. 
to the poor, ashe hath given his heartto God: For thefe things 
which are in our hand are under the power of our will, and there- 
fore. are to be commanded by it. Hethat fayes to the naked, be 
warm and cloathed, and gives him not the garment that lies by him,' 


or,moncy to buy one, mocks God, and the poor, and bimfelf, Nequam | 


tllud vertum eft, bene culty nifi qut bene factt, {aid the Comedy ; Jt 
an evil faying, he wifbes well, unlefjehe do well, a 

3. Thofe things which are not in our power, that is, fuch things 
in which the flefh is inculpably weak,or naturally,or politically di{- 


abled, the will does the work of the outward and of the inward 


man; we cannot cloath. Chrifts body, he needs it not , and we can- 
not approach fo facred and feparate a prefence ; but if we defire to: 
do it, itis accounted as if wehad, ‘The ignorant man cannot dif- 
courfe wifely and promote the inrereft of fouls,buthe can love fouls, 
and defire their felicity ; though I cannot build Hofpitals and Col- 
ledges, or pour great {ummes of money into the lap of the poor, yet 
if ] incourage others and exhort them, if 1 commend and promote 
the work, I have done the work of a holy Religion. For in thefe 
and the like cafes,the outward work is not always {et in our power; 
and therefore without our fant is omitted, and can be fupplied by 
that which is in our power.) . 4, nr 

4. For that is the laft caution concerning this queftion. Ao man! 
16 to be efteemed of awellxg first, bat he that eadecours to do the outward 


'lwark, or to‘make all the f uppltes that he can; not onely by the for- 


wardneffe of his {pirit, but by the compenfation of. fome other 

charities, or devotion, or seligion, Stier and gold have I none, and ' 
therefore. 1. can give younone; But with you well; How will’ 
that appear >. why thus, Sucbas Ihave I will gsve jon: Rife up and 
walk, I cannot give you gokd, but I. can give you counfell ; I cannot: 
relieve your need, but 1 can relieve your fadneffe ;.I- cannot cure’ 


you, bur] can comfort you ; I cannot take away your poverty, but 


I.can eafe your fpirit ; and God accepts us (faith the Apoftle ) accor. 
2g towhas.2 man hath, and not according to what he bath not. Onely as 
our defires are great, and our {pirits are willing, fo we fhall finde: 
i to. make {upply of our want of ability and expreffed libe- 
TAallty, «srw, = eS 
| = , 1 Bt labor ingenium mifero dedst, & fua quemq; 
_Advigilare fibs jufsit fortuna premendo, 
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The Flefh and ihe Spirtt. a 
Whiat the poor mans nted will make hitti do, that alld the good 
mans. chasity. wills ix will finde (out wayes and.aitificesof relict 


| m inde, or in valve; in combort, of in prayers; in doing ix bine, 


B 


’ 


| 
| 


Cc 


Os procuting others : 

He'vra 5 tale iDake aiph tlrroWiG, dein, 
The’ neceffity of our fortune, and the willingneffe of out {pitits will 
do all this ; all that ic can, and ee that iteannor; Yoe have 
relieved the Saéxts ({aith St, Paul) accor ng to yeux power, yea and 


ASL 
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, pow 
beyond jour powers Onely let us be catefull in all inftances, that we| - 


yeeld hot to the weaknefle of the flefh, nor liften to its fair preten- 


ces; for the flefh can do mote then it fayes, we can do 7 pa then | . 


we think we can; and if we do fome violence to the fle > toour 
affairs, and to the circumftances of our fortune; for the intereft of 
our {pirit; we hall make our fleth ufefull, and the {pirit ftrong, the 


flefh and its weakneffe fhall no mote be an Obje&tion,but fhallcom:|° 
' plys and co-Operate, and ferve all the neeeffities of the {pirit, 


Ser: 
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| Of Lukewarmnefle, and Zeal: 


7 OR, me 
. SPIRITUALL FERVOUR. © 
: Part. I. 
Jer, 48, ro, verf, firft part. , Cc 


Cured be be that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully, 


Mr Spo Hrifts Kingdome being in order to the Kingdome 
N47) of his Father, which fhall be maniteft at the 
Peg day of Judgement, muft therefore be {piricuall, 
Y sare, becaufe then it is, that all things muft become 
ANF {pirituall, not onely by way of eminency, but by 
meSoyff, intire conftitution and perfe& change of natures, D 
| ~~ Men fhall be like Angels, and ye fhall be 
comprehended in the lap of {piriruall and eternall felicities ; the | 


ly fhall be then fatisfied by the fulneffe of righteoufneffe, and the 
tongue fhall {peak nothing but praifes, aud the propofitions of 
aceleftiall wifdome ; the motion fhall be the {wiftneffe of an An- 
gc! 3 and it fhall be cloathed with white as with a garment: Ho- 
inefle isthe Sun, and righteoufneffe is the Moonin that region; 
our focietie fhall be Quires of fingers, and our converfation won- 
der; contemplation fhall be our food. and love fhall be the wine 
lof ele foules; and as to every naturall appetite there is now pro- 
|portion’d an object, craffe, materiall, unfatisfying, and ms 
| wit 


: 
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A with forrow and uneafineffe : fo there be new capacities and equall: Ser:XII, 
| Objects, the defires fhall be fruition, and the appetite fhall not fup-|° 
| pofe want, but a faculty of delight, & an unmeaturable com placen- 
cy: the will and the underftanding, love and wonder, joyes every 
day and the fame for ever; this fhall be their {tate who fhall be ac- 
counted worthy of the refurrection to this life; where the body 
{hall be a partner, but no fervant ; where it thall have no work of 
its owny but it fhall rejoyce with the foul; where the foul thal] 
rule without refiftance, or an enemy, and we fhall be fitted to en- 
| joy God who isthe Lord and Father of {pirits, In this world 
we fee itis quite contrary ; we long for perifhing meat, and fill 
our itomacks with corruption ; we look after white and red, and 
the weaker beauties of the night; we are paffionate after rings and 
| feals, and enraged at the breaking of a Chryftall; we delight in the 
fociety of fools and weak perfons 3 we laugh at fin, and contrive 
milchiefs ; and the body rebels again{t the foul, and carries the 
caufe againft all its juft pretences; and our foul it {elf is above 
half of it earth, and ftone in its affeétions, and diftempers ; -our 
hearts are hard, and inflexible to the fofter whilpers of mercy 
and compaffion, having no loves for any thing but ftrange fle(h, 
Cand heaps of mony, and popular noifes, for mifery and folly’; 
and therefore we are a huge way off from the Kingdom of God, 
whole excellencies, whofe defignes, whofe ends, whofe conftitution 
is {pirituall and holy, and feparate, and fublime, and perfe&. Now 
between thefe two ftates of xaturall flefb, and heavenly fpivit, that 
is, the powers of darkneffe, and the regions of light, the mife- 
ries of man, and the perfections of God ; the imperfe@ion of na- 
ture where we ftand by our creation, and fupervening follies, and 
that ftate of felicities, whither we are defigned by the mercies of 
God, there is a middle ftate ; the Kingdome of grace, wrought for 
{Dj us by our Mediator, the man Chrift Fefus, who came to perfe@ 
"| the vertue of Religion, and the defignes of God, and to reforme 
our Nature, and to make it poilible for us to come to that {pi- 
| rituall ftate, where all felicity does dwell. The Religion that Chrift 
[taught is a fperituall Religion, it defignes (fo far as this {tate can 
_ | permit) to make us fprritwalls that is, fo asthe {pirit be the pre-- 
| vailing ingredient, God mujt-now be wor{bipped in pirit, and not 
onely fo, but with a fervent fpirit; and though God in all Reli- 
gions did {eife upon the fpirit, and even under eMofes Law did 
. | by the -thadow Ps the ceremony, require the fubftantial] worfhip, 
E | by cutting off the flefh intended the circunicifion of the heart ; |. 
- | yet -becaufe they were to minde the outward a@tion, it took off | 
much from the intention, and adtivity of the {pirits; Man could 
not do both bufily: And then they fail’d alfo in the other part of 
a ipirituall Religion; for the nature of a fpiricuall Religion is, 
that in it.we ferve God with our — and afteétions ; and becaufe 
while! | 
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while the {pirit prevails, we do not to evil purpofes of abatement 
| converfe with flefh and bloud, this fervice is allo fervent, tntexfe, 


aitive, wife, and bufie, according to the nature of things {pirituall, 
Now becaufe God alwayes perfeGly intended it, yet becaufe he 
leife perfectly required it in the Law of Afofes, I fay they fell fhort 
in both, | | a 

For, 1, They fo refted in the ourward a@ion, that they thought 
themfelves chaft, if they were no adulterers, though their eyes 


were wanton as Kids, and their thoughts polluted as the {prings |- 


of the Wildernefle when a Panther and a Lionefle defcend to 
drink and luft; and if they did not rob the Temple, they accoun- 
ted it no fiane if they murmur’d at the richesof Religion; and 
Jofephus reproves Polybius, for {faying that eAntiochus was punifhed 
for having a defigne of facriledge ; and therefore Terteliten {ayes 
of them, they were wee plene, nec adeo timende difcipline ad in- 
nocentié verttatem; this was ther rigbteeu{nefe which Chrift 
faid unleffe we will exceed, we fall not-enser into the Kingdeme 
of besa » where all {piricuall pesfections are in ftate and ex- 
CELLERCY, 

ed The other part of a {piricuall worfhip isa fervesr and a 
holy zeal of Gods glory, greatmefle of defire, and quickneffe of 
action 5 of all this the Jews were not carefull at all, excepti 
the zelots amongft them, and they were not onely fervent bur 
inflamed ; and ies had the ecarneftneffe of paffion for the ho- 
ly warmth of Religion; and in ftead of an earneft charity they 
had a cruell difcipline, and for fraternall correQion they did 


‘deftroy a {inning Mraelite: and by both thefe evil ftatesof Re- 


igion they did the work of the Lord decettfully ; they either gave 
ne the action without the heart, or zeal shat pts a. 
ligion without zeal, or ceremony withour religion, or indifferen- 
cy without defires; and then God is ferved by the outward man 
and nor. the inwards or by part of the inward and not all; by 
the underftanding and not by the will; or by the will when the 
affections are cold and the body unapt, and the lower faculties in 
rebellion, and the fuperior in diforder, and the work of God is left 
imperfect, and our perfons ungracious,and our ends unacquired,and 
the ftatc of a {pirimall kingdome not at all fet forward towards 
any haope or poffibility of being obtained. All this Chrift came 
to mend, and by his Lawes did make provifion that God fhould 
be ferved intirely,according as God always defigned,and according- 
ly required by his Prophets, and particularly in my Text, that /xs 
work be done finserely, andour duty with great affeftion ; and by 
thefe two provifions, both the zatentios in ihe extexfas are fe. 
cured ; our duty fhall be intire, and it {hall be A ii fhall be 


{neither lame nor cold, without a limbe, nor without naturall heat, 


and then the work of the Lord will proper ta cur bends: but if we , 


fail ' 


C 


A fail in either, we do the Lords work cecercfully, and: then we are accut= | Set: XIL. 
fed, For fo faith the Spirit of God § Curfed be he that doth the work of 
the Lord decestfully, oie RS ah. ack go veo : 
i, X.- Here thenisthe duty of usall: 1. God requires of tis to 
ferye him withan integrall; intire, or a whole-worfhip and teligi- 
on, 2, God requires of us to {crve him with eatneft and intenfe 
affeétions ; The intire purpofe of both: which; | fhall reprefent in 
- its feveralt parts by fo many propofitions, 3. I fhall contider con- 
cecrning the mealurcs of zeal and.its mordinations::; == =  - 
| 1, He-that ferves God with the body without the foul, ferves God 
B decettfully, Ay fon gsve me thy heart; and though 1 cannot think 
| that Nature was fo facramentall, as to point out the-holy and tmy- 
fterious Trinity by the triangle of the heart, yct it is certain that 
the heart of man is Gods {peciall portion, and every angle ought 
to point out towards him diredly 3 that is; the foul of man ought 
to be prcfented to God, and given to him as an oblation to the in 
¢creft of his fervice. pi — ae 
\- .1. For, to worfhip God with our fouls confeffes one of his glo- {; 
rious attributes; it declares him to be the fearcher of hearts, and 
| that he reads the fecret purpofes, and beholds the {malleft arrefts of 
C fancy, and bends in all the flexures and intriques of crafty people; 
and tearches out every plot and trifling confpiracy againft him, and 
| again{t our felyes, and againft our brethren; 3 
‘2. Ip advances the powers and concernments ofhis ptovidence;and 3; 
confeffes a] thie affairs of men,all their cabinets & theirnightly coun- | 
{els,their {nares and two-cdged mifchiefs to be ovet-ral’d by him: fot 
what he fees he judges, and what he judges he rules, er what he 
rules muft turn to his glory ; and of this glory he reflects rayes and | © 
| influences upon his fervants; and it fhall alfo rurn to their good, 

- 3: This avi diftinguifhes our duty towards God‘rom allour; .  . 
-{D  converfation with man, and feparates the divine Commandements 33 
| from the imperfe& decrees of Princes and Republiques 5. fot thefe 
| are fatisfied by che outward work, and cannot take:any othet cogni- 

'fance of the heart, and the will of man, bit as himfel is pleafed 

\to fignifie, Hethat wifhes the fifcus empty, and thar all the teve- 

‘flues of the Crown were in his counting-houfe, cannot be punifhed 

by the Lawes, unleffe himiclt become his own traytor.and acculer; 

and eherefore what man-cannot difcernshe muft not judge,and muft 

| not require > but God fees it, and judges it, and. requires it, and 

therefore referves thisas his own portion; and the chicfeft feudal! 

+E rightof hisCrown, a a 4 . 
| 4. He that fecures the beart, fecufes all the teft ; becaufe this is 4: 
| the principle of all the morall ations of the whole man; and thé 

hand obeys this, and the feet walk by. irs. prefctiptions ; we eat an 

drink by meafures which the foul defires and limits; and though the 

naturall actions of man are not fubje&.to choice and tule; yer the 

Sa ania 9? animal | 
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Sux XIL animal edtions are under difcipline ; and alshough it cannocbe het A 


alls andali cannot be {i without the principle be inclofed, 
Bur he that feals up.a fountain, may drink yp all the waters alone, B | 
the 


ts fsncersty, and its entegrety, and its perfeBien : for fo. allo Go 

| account of little things ; it being all one in the heart of man,whether 
| malicioufly it omits a duty in a imall inftance or ina great ; for al- 
though the expreffion hath variety and degrees in it, in relation to 
thofe purpofes of ufefulneffe and charity whither God defignes it, 
yetthe obedience and difobedienoe is all one, and fhall be equally | 
accounted for; aud therefore the Jew Tryphor difpwedagainit Fx 
flsn, that the precepts of the Goipel were yp to be kept, |. 
becaufe it alfo requiring the heart of man did post reffion 


incenfe, end oblatians tar the of propofition, and a cloud of ' 
the great facrifice of the world to reconcile God and man together. | 
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ify and that we fhould y the facrzfce ef our hearts; and noc at all D 


of the lawes, and comes to Church to avoid thame, and gives | 
aimes to be cafed of an imporuinare beggers or relieves his old 
parents becaufe they will sot die intheir time, and provides for _ 
hus chiidren left he be compel’d by Lawes and {hame,but yet com- 
plains of the charge:of Gods bleffings, this man is a fervant of the 
eyes Of men, and offers parchment or a white skin in facrifice, but 
the fefh and the inwards he beavesto be confumed by a ftranger 
= = papacy this is a deceit that = as pan beft, a | 
eaves met for religion which men pare off: Ic facriledge, a 
beings a double cure. ; ea _ * | 
2, He that ferves God with the foul without the body, when both 


Can 


eC 
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A can be conjoyned, doth the work of the Lord deceitfully, Paphautiuss: $e%;X) 

whole knees were cut for the teftimony of Jefas, was not obliged | 

to worfhip with the hurnble Hexures of the bending penitents’; and 

blinde Bartrmews could not read the holy lines of the Law, and 

therefore that part of the work was not his duty; and God fhall 

not call Lazarus to account for not giving alrhes; nor St. Peter and 

St. Fobn tor not giving filver and gold to tht lame man, nor Epa- 

| phroditus for not keeping his fafting dayes when he had his ficknefle. 

| Buc when’ God hath made the body an apt minifter to the foul, 

and hath given money, fot almes, and power to proteé& the oppref- 

B fed, andknees to ferve in prayer, and hands to ferve our needs, then 

the foul alone is not to work ; but as Rachel gave her maid to ja: 

cob,and fhe bore children to her Lord upon her Miftreffe knees, and 

the children were reckoned to them both,becaufe the one had fruit- 

fiill. defires; and the ‘other a fruittill wombe: fo muft the body 

_ ferve the needs of the {pitit;thac what the one defires the other may 

effeét, and the conceptions of the foul may be the ptoduétions of 

the body, and the body muft bow when the foul worfhips, and 

the hand muft help when the foul pities, and both together do the 

work of a holy Religion; the body alone can never ferve God 

C without the conjunction and preceding a& of the foul; and fome- 

| timies the foul without the body is imperfe& and vain ; for in fome 

ations there is 4 bedy and 2 fpirtt,a material and a fpiritaull part: and 

when the aétion hath the fame conftitution thata man hath, with: 

out the aG@of both it is as imperfect asa dedd man ; the foul can- 

not produce the body of formic aGtions any mote then the body can 

put life into it ; and therefore an ineffective pity and a lazy counfe); 
and empty bleffing; and gay words, are but deceitfull charity; 


Quod peto, da; Cai; non peto confiliam: 


He that gave his friend counfell to ftudy the Law; when he defired 
to borrow 20 }:was not fo friendly in his counfel as he was ufelefs in 
his charity; {piricual a&s can cute a {piticual malady,but if my body 
needs relief; becaufe you cannot feed me with Diagrams, of cloath 
me with Euclids elements; you muft minifter a real fupply by 4 cor- 
porall charity to miy corporal! neceffiry, This propofition is not 
onely ufefull in the doGtrine of charity, and the vertie of Religion; 
but in the profeffions of faith, and requites that {t be publick, open; 
and ingenuous, In matters of neceflary ditty it isnot fufficient to 
E have it to our (elves, but we muft alfo have st to God; and all the 
world ; and as 42 the heart we beléeve; 10 by the mouth we fel é 
unto falvation : he is an ill man that is onely a Chiiftian in his heatr; 
arid is not fo in his profeffions and publications ; and as yout heart 
muft not be wanting in any ~ ptofeflion and pretences, fo nei: | - 
ther muft publick profeifion — in evety good and neceffa- 
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Sex. XI. ; ay per{wafion, . The faith and the caufe of God muft be owned 

| publikely ; for if ic be the caufe of God, it will never bring us to 
jhame,, I donot fay, what ever we think, we muft tell ir to all 
the world,much leffe at all times, and in all circumftances ;, but we 
muft never deny that, which we beleeve to be the caufe of God in 
fuch circumftances, in which we can and ought to glorifie him. 
But this extends alfo co other inftances. He that {wears a falfe oath 
with his lips, and un{wears ic with his heart, hath deceived one 
more then he thinks for ; himfelf is the moft abufed perion.: and] - 
when my action is contrary to men, they will reprove me ; but 
when it is againft my own perfwafion, I cannot but reprove my 
{elf ; andam witneffe, and accufer, and party, and guilty, and then 
God is the Judge,and his iy will be a fierce executioner,becaule 

ly, 


we do the Lords work decestfu | 
3. They are deceitfullin the Lords work, that referue one faculty 
or finne, or one finne for themfelves, or one aftson to pleafe ther ap- 
petite, and many for Religsou, Rabbt Kimchi taught his Scholars, 
Cogitationem pravam Deus non habet vice fats, nsfs concepta fuerst 
in Dei fidem @& Religsonem; that God is never angry with an 
evil thought, unleffe it be a vis ge of Apoftafie from the Jewes 
rcligion ; and therefore, provided that men be fevere and clofe in 
their {c& and party, they might roll in luftfull thoughts; and the. 
torches, pont hokey inthe Temple, might {moke with anger at 
one end, and /ujt ax the other, fo they did nat flame out in egref- 
fions of violence and injuftice, in adulteries and fouler complicati-. 
Jons ; nay they would give leave to fome degrees of evil actions ; for 
R,. Mofes and S elamob — if the moft part of a mans a¢tions 
were holy and juft, though in one he finned often, yet the greater 
ingredient fhould prevail, and the number of good works fhould 
outweigh the leffer accqunt of evil things; and this Pharsfascal 
righteoa|nefe is too frequent even among{t Chriftians. For who 
almoft is cacre that does not count fairly concerning himfelf, if he 
reckons many, vertucs upon the ftock of his-Religion, and but one 
vice upon the ftock of his infirmity ; half a dozen to God, and one 
for his company, or his friend ; his education, or his appetite > and 
if he bath parted from his folly, yet he will remember the fleth- 
pots, and pleafe. himfelf with a phantaftick fin, aud call it home | 
through the gates of his memory. and place it.at the door of fancy, 
that there he may. behold it and.confider concerning whathe hath | 
parted withall, out of the fears and terrors of Religion, and a.ne- 
ceflary unavoidable confcience, Do not many men go from fin to 
{1n, even in their repentance ?.they go backward from fin to fin, and 
change their crime. as a. man. changes his uneafic load, and fhakes 
it off from.one fhoulder to fupport it with the other, How ma: | 
| ny fevere perfons, virgins: and widowes.are: fo pleafed with their 
chaftity, aud their abftinence even from law{ull mixtures, that by | 
_ this 
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St, Auftsn aid, Audce decere fuperbas continentibas expedrt radere,they 
that are chafte and proud, 1 is fomietirnes a remedy for chem to 

| fall into fin, and by the fhame of luftro eure the devil of pride, 
and by the fn of thebody, to cure the worfer evils of the fpirir; 
and therefore he addes, that hie did beleeve, God it a fevere mer- 
cy did permit the Barbarous nations, breaking in upon the Roman 
Empire;to violate miany virgins profeffed in Cloifters and religious 
Faniilies to be as a mortification of their pride, left the accidentall. 

' advantages of a continent life fhould bring. them mto the certain 


B miferies of a {pirituall doath, by taking away their humility, which 


eee ee = 


_[ was more neceffary then their virgin ftate; It isnota cure, that 

men may ufe, but God permies it tometimes with gréater fafety 
through his wife conduct aid over-ruling. providence ; St, Peter 
was (bfer by his fall (.as it fell our in the event of things y then by 
his former confidence. Man muft never cure a fin by @ fin 5 but 


, he thas bririgs good out-of our evil, he can when he pleafe, Bur I | 


{peal it, to reprefent; low deccitfully many times we do the work 
| of the the Lord, Wé reprove a finning Brother, bur do it with a 
pous fpirit ; we {eparace from {candall, and doit with glory, 


Cc ary @gatidy heart; we are charitable tothe poor, but willnoc for- 


ive our unkinde enemies 5 or we = relief inco their bags, but 
we pleafe’ our felves and drink drunk, and 8 to commute 
with God, giving the fruit of our labours or efiluxes of money 
for the fin of our fouls: And upon this account it is, that two of 
the sobleft graces of a Chriftian are to very many perfons made 
4 favear of death, though they were intended for the beginning and 
the promotion of an eternall life; and thofe are fasth and charitys. 
fome men think if they have fasth, it is enough to:anfwer all-the 
accufations of fin, which: our confciences or the Devils make a- 


D = us: If Ibea wanton perfon,yet my faith fhall hide it, and| 


th: fhall cover the follies of drunkenneffe, and I may all m 
life rely upon fatth, at lafttd quicmyfcores, For he that is moft 
carefull is not innocent, but muft be faved by fazth,. and he that is 
leaft carefull may: have fash, and'that-willfave him, But becaufe. 
thefe men miftake concerning faith, and confider not, that chari« 
ty or a good life isa patt of that: faith, that faves us, they hope 
to be faved by thevrd, they fill their bellies with the ftory of T7s- 
malcsons banquet, and drink drunk with the news of wihe, they cat 
fhadows, and when they are drowning, catch at the image of the: 


fE trees, whiich hang over the water, and are reflected from the bor: | 


tome, a 

- Buc thus many men: do with charity, [| Give'almes and all things 
fall be clean unto'you, {aid our Bleffed a and therefore, nia: 
ny keep aifin: alive, and’make account to pay'for it, arid God fhall 
be pur to retieve his own poor:at the price of the fin of: ae 


59 


this means they fall into a worlé prided > infotmeh that.I remember, S24, XI. 
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SER. XIL. | his fervants ; charity thall cake luft or intemperance into protecti- 


on, and men will not be kinde to their brethren, unleffe they will 
be alfo at the fame time unkinde to God, J have underftood con- 


{cerning divers vicious perfons, that none have been fo free in their. 


donatives and offerings to Religion and the Prieft as they : -and the 
Hofpitals that have been built, and the High-wayes mended at the 
price of fouls, are too many for Chriltendome to. boaft of in be- 
half of charity. But as others miftake concerning faith, {fo thefe do 
concerning its twin fifter, The firft had fasth wsthout charsty,and thele 
have charsty without bope ; for every one that hath this bope, that is, the 
hope of receiving the glorious things of God promifed in the Go- 


{pel, purifies himfelf even as God ss pure; faith and charity too, | 


muft both fuppofe repentance ; and repentance is the abolition of 
the whole-body of fin, the purification of the whole man, But 
the fumme of the Doétrine and cafe of confcience in this particu- 
lar is this : 


‘I, Charity 1 a certain cure of fins that are paft, not that are pre- 


fent, He that repents and leaves his fin, and then relieves the poor, 
and payes for his folly by a diminution of his owne eftate, and the 
{upplies of the poor, and his miniftring to Chrifts poor mem- 
bers, turns all his former crimes into holineffe; he purges the 


{tains and makes amends for his folly, and commutes for the bafer C 


pleafure a . more bag ulage : 7 faid me to Nebuchad- 
neZZLAr, [ Brea ins by righteoufneffe, and thine iniqustres by 
flewing mercy to 122 : | "Grit be Aa end then be charitable? 
for itis pity almes, which is one of the nobleft fervices of God, 
and the greateft mercy to thy Brother, fhould be {pent upon fing. 
and thrown away upon folly. E 

_ 2, Faith a the remedy of all our evils, but then it isnever of 
force, but when we ether hare endeavoured or undertaken todo all 
good; this in Baptifme, that after : fasth and — at firft ; and 
faith and charity at laft; arid becaufe we fail often by infirmi-. 
ty, and fometimes by inadvertency, fometimes by a furprize, and 
often by omiffion; and all this even in the midft of a fincere en- 
devour to live juftly, and perfe&ly ; therefore the paffion of our 
Lord payesfor thes, and fasth layes hold upon that. But without | 
a hearty and fincere intent,and vigorous profecution of all the parts’ 
of our duty, faith 15 but 2 word, not{o much asa cover toa naked ; 
bofome, nor a pretence big enough to deceive perfons, that are not 
willing tobecoufened, po | 


3. The Ligger ingredient of vertue.and evil aflions will: prevail, 


but itisonely when vertue ts habitual, and fins are fingle, interrupted, 
cafual and feldome, without choice, and without affettion;that is, when - 
our repentance is fo timely, that it can work for God, more then 
we ferved under the tyrannie of fin; fo that if you will account. 
the whole life of man, the rule is good, and the greatet ingredient 

| fhall 


\ 
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A Praliprevailstz he thall certainly be Leber & acctpted whole life; Sex: KIl, 


is fo reformed whole repentance is fo active, whofe fetut is fo eatly; 
| thac he hath given big portions to God then to Gods tnemy, But if 
we account 16,28 to divide che meaflires i prelent poffefion,the big: 
ger part cantiot prevailsa final of 4 feldorte fin {pols not the fea of 
pietyybux when the affection is dividedsa little ill defttoys the whol¢ 
| body of good ; the cup in 4 Mans hipht had MuR be greg? Gh xexe- 
prec mutt be although ft be riitigled; thit isthe wholt 
| affection aia be for God, dat mult be pure and tinmingleds; if fir 
mingles in feldome and tinapproved inftatices, the drops of watét 
B are twallowed tip with a whole vititage of piety; and the biget#] 
| ingredient is the prevailing ; i dll ocher ¢afes it is not fo: fot one 
fin chat we chufe and Jove and delight in,will rot be exeufed by 20 
vertucs : and as one broken link diffolves the union of the whole 
“chain, and one jarring and tintuited fring {poils the whole muficks 
fo is every fin thac feifes upon a pottion of out affections; if we love 
one, that oneé deftroys the acceptation of-all the teft: And as itis 
in faith, fo ix isin chatity, He that is a Heretick in one article, hath 
no faving faith in the whole 3 and {6 does every vicious habit, of 
unreformed fin deftroy the excellency of the grace of charity 5 a 
C wilfull error is one article is Hetefie; and every vice in oric inftance 
is Malice, and they are petfe&ly contraty, and a dite& darknefle to 
the two eyes of the foul, fash and charity, | 
4,. There is one deceit more yer, in the mtatter of the éxtenfion of 
our duty, defiroying the rapt ag baer conftitution : for they do 
the work of God deceitfilly,who think God fifficientty ferved with 
or pero frem evsl; and converfe not in the acquifition and putftit 
holy charity arid religion. This Clemens elexandrinas affirmes 
of the Pharifets, they wete 17 doy hy randy DixesS reve, they ho- 
ped to be juftified by abftinence from things forbidden ; but if we 
D will be Bastards fons of the kingdome, we mtft 0% tig by +8406 
| Perndeves kt nriolor ayendis & duepyerd’s ; Befides this; and 
fuppofing a ptoportionable perfection th fuch an innocence; we 
mult love Out brother and do good to Hint; and glotifie Gdd by 4 
holy Religion, in the Cotitnunion of Sairtts; in faith and Sacra: 
.| merits, in almes and courtfelf; im for'givenefies and affiftanecs, Flee 
from evil; and de the thing thas it good, and dwall for evermore, faid the 
Spirit of God in the Pfalmies: and Se, Peter | Having ofcaped the 
corrupiton that 381% the world throxgh lufty efve all diligente to adde t¢ 
jour faith veriue, to Vertue patience, te patéence godline fi; andl ee | 
E bindsefs and charity, Mary perfons think thernfelves faitly affoiled; 
becaufe they aren adulectersyno tebels,no drumkards.not of fcanda-| 
lous lives ; In the mean ms - the Laodtceans, on bey naked and 
s they Rave ho citalogtie of good things 1 id in heaven, 
i sa Dari pra coa i9 ior, neither have the poor’ 
| lofters: prayed concerning thems; Lord-remember thy fervants for = 
Poe | : ak _4t 472g 
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thing at the day of Judgement, A negative Religion 1s in many | A 
things the effeéts of lawes and the appendage of fexes, the produ@ 
of education, the iffues of company and of the publick, or the 
daughter of fear and naturall modeity, or their cemper and con- 
f{titution, and civil relations, common fame, or neceflary interefk. 
Few women {wear and do the debaucheriecs of drunkards; and they 
are guarded from adulterous complications by {pies and fhame, by 
fear and jealoufie, by the concernment of families, and the’ repu- 
tation of their kindred, and therefore they are to account with 


-|God beyond this civil and neceffary innocence, for humility and 


patience, for religious fancies and tender confciences, for tending B 
the fick and dreifing the poor, for governing their houfe and nur- | 
fing their children; and fo it is in every {tate of life, When a Prince 
or.a Prelate, a noble and a rich perion hath reckon’d all his im- 
munities and degrees of innocence from thofe evils that are inci- 
dent to infcriour perfons, or the worfer fortof their own. order,’ | 
they do the work of the Lord, and their own too, Hi deceitfully, 

unleffe they account correfpondencies of piety. to all their powers 

and poffibilities: they are to reckon and confider concerning what 

oppreffions they have relieved, what ¢aufes and what fatherleffe 

they have defended, how the work of God and of Religion, of ju- 

ftice and charity hath thriv'd in their hands, If they have made, © 

peace, and encouraged Religion: by their example and by their 
lawes, by rewards and collaterall inconragements, if they have 
been zealous for God and for Religion, if they have imployed ten 
talents to the improvement of Gods bank; then they have done Gods | 
work faithfully ; if they account otherwife, and account oncly. by , 
ciphers, and negatives, they can expec oncly the rewards of in- 
nocent flaves 3 they fhall efcape the furca and the wheel, the tor- 
ments of luittull perfons, and the.crown.of flames, that is referved. 
for the ambitious; or they fhall not be gngwn with the vipers of the 


envious, or the fhame of the ingratefull ; but they can never upon D | 


_|this acount hope for the crowns of Martyrs, or the honorary re- 


wards of Saints, the Coronets of Virgins, and Chaplets of Doctors 

and Confeffors: And though murderers and luftfull perfons, the 

proud and the covetous, the Heretick and Schifmatick are to expe&: 

flames and f{corpions, pains and {mart, ( penam fenfu, the Schools 

call ic) yet the lazie and the imperfe@, the harmleffe fleeper and 
\the idle worker fhall have pezam damut, the lofie of all his hopes,. 

and the difhonours of the loffe ; and in the fumme of affairs ic. 

will be no great difference whether we have loffe or pasa, becaufe E 


_|there canbe no greater pai imaginable then to lofe the fight of. 


God to erernall ages, | | ae oS | 
| 5. Hither are tobe reduced as deceitful workers,thofe that pro- 
| mife to God,but mean not to pay what they once intended ; * peo- 
|ple that ar¢ confident in the day of cafe, and fail inthe danger s 


* they 


'® they that pray paffionately for a gtace; and if it be not obtained Sep, 
at thas price, go no further, and never comiead in, attion for what 
they feem to contend is ap s- * fuch as delight in forms and out- 
fides, anct regard noc the fubftance and defigne of every: inftituti- 
jon; * that think ica great fin to taft bread before the receiving the 
| holy Sacrament, and yet comie to communicate with an ambitious 
and revengefull foul; * that maka confcience of eating fieth, but 
not of drunkenneffe ; * that keep old cuftomes and old fins together; 
| * that pretend one duty to excufe another ; religion againft chatity,. 
or piety to parents againft duty to God, private promifes againitt 
publick duty, the keeping of an oath againft breaking of a Com- 
mandement, honour againft modefty, reputation againft piety, the 
; Save of the world in civil inftances to comnornance enmity againgt 
| 
| 
| 


: B 


| God; thete are the decenfult workers of Gods work, they make a| 
-{chifme in the duties of Religion, and a warte in heaven wore then 
| that between cAtichael and the Dragon ; for they divide the Spirie 


| y 
| and perfec conftitution of duty, os they doe fomething whereby 
the effec and nfefulneffe of dap a hindged ; i Mer 
| C| which this onely can befaid, they who ferve God witha lame {a 


“ania sso" ing can repair his. loffe who for | - 
—— in his dusy fhall enter into Lwhrre nothing is perfat 
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SERMON XIII. . 
Part Il. 


it will not be amiffe to change the word frauduleniétr, or 

dolose, into that whichfome of the Latine Copies do ufe, 
Maledi ius, qut fact opus Dez [ negligenter, | Curfed is that doth 
the work of the Lord negligently, or remiffely: and it implies, that 
as our duty muft be whole, fo ic muft be fervent ; for a languifhing 
body may have alt its parts, and yet be ufeleffe to many purpofes of 
nature ; and you may reckon all the joynts of adead man, but the 
heart is cold, and the joynts are ftiffe and fit for nothing but for the 
little people that creep in graves; and fo are very many men;if you 


2, Ti: next enquiry,is into the s#textzon of our duty : and here 


fumme up the accounts of their religion, they can reckon dayes and | 


moneths of Religion, various offices, charity and prayers, reading 
atid meditation, faith and knowledge, catechi{me and f{acraments, 


duty to God, and duty to Princes, paying debts and provifion for 


children, confeffions and tears, difcipline in families, and love of 
sood people; and it may be, you fhall not reprove their numbers, 


Jor find any lines unfill’d in their tables of accounts; but when you 


have handled all this and confider’d, you will find at laft you have 


taken a dead man by the hand, there is nota finger wanting, but 
they are ftiffe as Ificles,and without flexure asthe legs of Elephants; 


fuch are they whom St. Bernard delcribes, “ whofe {pirituall joy is 
“allayed with tediou{nefie, whofe compundtion for fins is. fhort 
“and feldome, whole thoughts are animall, and their defignes 


<¢ fecular, whofe Religion is lukewarm ; their obedience is with- | 


“ out devotion, their difcourfe without profit, their prayer without 


“ intention of heart, their reading without inftru@tion, their medi- 


“ tation is without {piricuall advantages, and is not the commence- 
ment and ftrengthning of holy purpofes ; and thcy are {uch whom 
modefty will not reftrain, nor reafon bridle, nor difcipliae corre&, 
nor'the fear of death and hell can keep from ycelding to the impe- 


_{rioufneffe of a foolifh luft, that difhonours a mans underftanding, 


and makes his reafon, in which he moft glories,~to be weaker then 
the difcourfe of a girle,and the dreams of the night, In every a€tion 
of Religion God expects fuch a warmth, and a holy fire to go 

| along, 
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A along, that ic may be able to enkindle the wood upon the altar,and ‘Suk, Xt. 


_ confume the facrifice ; but God hates an indifferent {pirit. Earneft- 
neffe and vivacity, quickneffe and delight, perfect choice of the 
fervice,and a delight in the profecution,is all that the {pirit of a man 
can yeeld towards his Religion:the outward work is the effect of the 
body ; but if a.mian does ic heartily and with all his minde, then 
religion hath wings and moves upon wheels of fire ; and therefore 
| when our Bleffed Saviour made thofe capstulars and canons of Reli- 
gion, tO love God, and to love our nesghbours ; befides, that the ma- 
teriall part of the duty [ love ] is founded in the fpirit, as its natu 
B rail feat, he alfo gives three words to involve the furit in the action, 
; and but one for the Lody: Thew fbalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy minds and \aftly, 
with all thy firength; this brings in the body too; becaufe it hath 
fome ftrengths, and-fome fignifications of its own ; but heart and 
foel and minde mean all the fame thing in a ftronger and more ear- 
_heft expreffion ; that is, that we do it hugely, as much as we can; 
Be a cleer choice, with a refolute singer with ftrong 


| 


affe&tions, with great diligence; Exerves animos odi[e vsrtus [olet, 
Vertue hates weak and ineffeGive minds, and tame eafie profecuti- 
C ons ; Loripedes, people whofe arm isall fleth, whofe foot is all lea: 
 ; ther, and an unfupporting skin ; they cteep like {nakes, and purfue 
the nobleft myfteries of Religion, as Naaman did the myfteries of 
Rimmon, onely in a complement, or for fecular regards ; but with: 
out the znd, and theretore without zeal 5 I would thou wert either 
hot or cold, {aid the Spirit of God to the v5 or Bifhop of Lao- 
dicea, In feafts or facrifices the Ancients did ufe apponere frigi- 
dam or calidam , {ometimes they drank hot drink, fometimes they 
poured cold upon their graves or in,their wines, but no fervices of 


‘Tables or Altars were ever with lukewarm. God hates it worfe| 


|D then ftark-cold; which expreffion is the more confiderable, be- 
caufe in naturall and fuperinduc’d progreffions, from extreme to 
extreme,we muft neceffarily paffe thorow the midft;and therefore 
it is certain, a lukewarm Religion is better then none at all, as be- 
ing the doing fome parts of the work defigned, and neerer to pet- 
fection then the utmoft diftance could be; and yet that God hates it 
more, muft mean, that there is fome appendant evil in this ftate 
which is not.in the other, and that acezdentally it is much worfe ; and 
fo it is, if we rightly underftand it , that is, if we confider it,not as 
| | a being in, or paffing through the middle way, but as a ftate and a 
|E pert od of Religion, If it be in motion, a lukewarm Religion is 
| pleafing to God; for God hates it not for its imperfection, and its 
| maturall meafures of proceeding ; but if it ftands ftill and refts 
there, it isa {tate againft the defignes, and againft the perfection of 
God, and it hath in it thefeevils, 
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Sax, XIIL.;  4.:It isa ftateof the greateft imprudence in the world ; for it| A 
makes a man to {pend his labour for that which profits not, and to 
deny his appetite for an unfatisfying intereft ; he puts his m 
in a napkin ; and he that does fo, puts them into a broken bag ; he 
lofes the principall for not encreafing the intereft, He that dwels 
in a ftate of life that is unacceptable, lofes the money of his almes, 
Jand the rewards of his charity, his hours of prayer, and his parts 
of juftice, he confeffes his fins and is not pardoned, he is patient, 
but hath no hope, and he that is gone fo far out of his counrrey, 
and ftands in the middle way, hath gone {o far out of his way ; he 
had better have ftayed under a dry roof, in the boufe of banifh-| p 
ment, then to have left his Gyaras, the Ifland of his forrow, and to 
dwell upon the Aadreatsck’; So is he that — a ftace of Religion, 
and does not finifh its; he abides in the high-way, and though he 
be neercr the place, yet is as far from the reft of his countrey as 
ever; and therefore all that beginning of labour wasin the preju- 
dice of his reft, bucnothing tothe advantages of his hopes. He 
that hath never begun, hath loftno labour; Faiturs praterttorsan, 
the loffe of all*that he hath done, : is the firft evil of the negligent 
and lukewarme Chriftian; according to the faying of Solomon : He 
thas i$ remifje or idle in his labour, 1s the brother of him that fcatteretb 
hte geods. =. | 7 3 
| : The fecond appendant evil is, that lukewarmeeffe is the 
ocrafion of greater eval; becaufe the remiffe eafie Chriftian fhuts 
the gate again{t the heavenly breathings of Gods holy Spirit she 
thinks every: breath, that is fann’d by the wings of the holy Dove, 
is not intended to encourage his fires, which burn, and {moke, and 
peep thocaw the cloud already s ic cemprs him to fecurity ; and if 
an evil life be a certain inlet toa fecond death, a&faer on one 
fide, and fecuvety on the other are the bars and locks to that door, 
he cannevet paffe fosth again while thar ftate remains; who ever D 
flips in his {pirituall wallang does not prefently fall; but if that 
flip does not awaken his dilrgence, and his caution, then his ruine 
begins, vel prev snftitatromas deceptas exordto, ant per longum men- 
tes incurtam, © virtate ansmi decadente, as St. eMuftin obferves; 
ether upon the purfuit of his firft error, or by a careleffe {pirit, | 
or a decaying flackned refolution ; ali which are the dire@ effeds 
of lukewarmneffe. But fo have I feen a fair ftru€ture begun with 
artand care, and raifedto half its ftarare, and chen it ftood fill 
by the misfortune or negligence of the owner, and the rain de- 
{cended, and dwelt in its joynts, and fupplanted the comtexture of fF 
his pillars, and having {hood a while like che antiquated Temple 
of a deceafed Oracle, 1t fell into-a halty.age, and funk upon its own ' 
koces, and fo defcended imo.ruine: So isthe imperfe&, unfinifhed | 
{pirit of aman; it layes the foundation of a holy refolution, and | 
ftrengthens it with vows and arts of profecution, it raifes up the | 
oo 7 : walls, 


| 
Prov, 18.9. 


Of Lukewarmneffe and Zeal. 
A walls, Sacraments; and Prayers, Readirigs ahd holy Ordinances ; 
and holy actions begin with a flow miotion, and the building ttayes, 
‘and the {pirit is weary, and the foul is naked; and expofed to tem: 
ptation, and in the dayes of ftorm take in every thing ehat can do 
it mifchief ; and ic is faint and fick; liftleffe and tired, and ic ftands 
till its own weight weaties the foundation, and then declines to 
death andfad diforde r, being fo mucti the worfe, becaufe it hathi 
- onely pee tp ics firft tollics, = hath peter eye 
nefle and carelefnelfe, a pofitive eG, and a ite of holy 
(ea a fetting aI pike to the things of God, lazineffe and 
B_ wretehlefneffe ; all which ate evils fupetadded to the firft ftate of 


death eafily revolv’d: a ee | 
3. A ftate of lukewarmneffe is miote intorrigible then d {tate of 
coldneffe ; while men flatter themfelves; that their ftate is g00d; 
that they are rich and need nothing, that theit lamps ate dreffed, 
_and full of ornament, There are many; that think they ate in their 

| countrey, as foon asever they are weary; and meafute not the end 

of their hopes by the poffeffion of them, but by their precedent 
labour, which they overvalue, becaufe they have edfie and effe- 

C minate fouls, St. Berxurd complains of fome that fay, Sufficit nobs; 
nolumus efe meliores quam Patres noftrt : It is enough for tis to be 

as our forefathers; who were honeft and ufefull in their geneta- 
tions, but be not over-righteous : Thefe men ate {ich as think, they 
have knowledge enough to need no teacher; devotion enotigh to 
need no new fires, per feétion enough to need no new progreffe, jtiftice 
enough ton¢ed no repentance; and then becaufe the {pirit of a man 
and all the things-ef this world are in perpetual variety arid change; 
thefe men decline; when they have gone their petiod ; théy ftdnd 
fill; and then revett ; like a ftone returning from the bofome of 4 

D | cloud, where it refted as pon the thought of a childe, and fell to 
irs naturall bed of. earth, and dwelt below fot ever, He that {ayes 

he will take care he be no woffe, and that he defires to be no better; 
ftops his en pap heaven, but cannot be fecure againft his de- 
{cending into hell : and (4fftan {pake a hatd{aying, Frequenter vs: 
dimus de frigidis @ carnalebus ad [ptritualem veniffe fervorem; 
de tepidis. G animalibus omnind non didimus ; Many perfons frond 
vicious, and dead; and cold; have paffed into life and an excellent 

| grace, anda fpiticuall wattmthjand holy fites; but from lukewarm 
and indsfferent never any body camie to an excellent condition, and 
E | fiate of holineffe : rarifsimé St. Bernard {ayes; very extremely {el= 
dome ; and our bleffed:Saviout faid fomething of this, The Publi: 
canes and the Harlots go before you into the Kingdome of heavenj 
they ate moved by fhame, cee fo ee by va Sei and remat- 
ked by punifhments, and ftighted by the eitcum{ 
of all the world, and re froin fober perfons by laws and an 


° 
. 


| coldneffe, whither he is with all thefe loads and circuinftances of| _ 


nces and notices } 


» 2. _..,... intolerable |... 
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Ss, XII. intolerable chara&er; and the fenfe of honour, and the care of their | A 
' + | perfons, and their love of civill fociety, and every thing in the 
world can invite them towards vertues. But the man,that is accounr 
ted honeft, and does juftice, and fome things of Religion, unleffe 
he finds himielf but upon his way, and feels his wants, and groans 
- Junder the fenfe of his infirmities, and fighes under his imperfei 
-|ons, and accounts himfelf ot to have comprehended, but ftzll preffes 
towards the mark of bis calling, unleffe (I fay ) he ftill increafes 
in his appetites of Religion, as he does in his progreffion, he will 
think he needs no counfellour, andthe Spirit of God whilpers to 
an ear, thet is already fill’d with noyfes, and cannot atrend to the 
heavenly calling. . The ftomach, that is already full, is next to 
loathing ; and that’s the prologue to ficknefle, and @ rejecting the 
firft whole{ome nutriment, which was entertained to relieve the 
firft natural] neceffities; Qus non. proficit vult defcere, {aid St, Ber- 
nard; He that goes not forward in the love of God, and of Religi- 
on, docs not ftand {till ; but goes for -all that, but whither fuch a 
motion willlead him, himfelf without a timely care fhall feel by 
an intolerable experiment, : 

In this fence and for thefe reafons it is, that although a lukewarm 
Chriftian hath gone forward {ome fteps towards a {tate of holi- | 
neffe, and is advanced bey.ond him, that is cold, and dead, and un- C 
concerned ; and therefore {peaking alfolutely and naturally, is neerer 
the Kingdome of God then he that is not yet fet out 5 yet acceden- 
tally, and by reafon of thefe ill appendages, he is worfe, in greater 
danger, in a ftate equally unacceptable; and therefore muft either 

o forward, and ftill do the work of God carefully, and diligent- 
y, with a Fervent {pirit, apd an AGive hand, with a willing. 
sui » and a chearfull cye, or it had been better he had never 
egun, = | 3 oe _ 
2, It concerns us next to enquire concerning the dury in its pro- 
per inftances, that we may perceive to ei deaecsol D 
duty it amounts ; we fhall tnd it efpecially in the ducies of fae b, 
ot prayer, and of charity. . a ia. co | 
1, Qur faith muft be ftrong, vigorous, ative, confident, and 
paticnt, reafonable, and unalterable, without doubting, and fear, 
and partiality. . For the faith of very many men, feems a dury fo . 
weak and indifferent,is{o often yao violence,or ravel’d and 
intangled in weak difcourfes,or {fo falfe and falacious by its mixture 
of intercft, that chough men ufually put moft confidences in the 
pretcncesof faith, yet no pretences are moreunreafonable. $f 
2 I. | 1, Our faith and perfwafions in Religion is moft commonly imprin- 
ted in us by our country,and we are Chriftians at the fame rate. as we 
are Englifh or Spaniards,or of fuch a family;our reafon is firft ftained 
and {potted with the dye of our kinred,and counrry,and our educati- 
on puts it in grain,8¢ whar{oever is againft this we are taught to calla. 


temptation: 
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cial perfwafions by the namie of faith, which is ohely he ait of the 
eoufarcy, or.an heirloomie of the family, or the daughter of a pre 
\ fene intcrefe.: What ever it was that brought us in, we afte to rake 
cate, that when we aré in, out fasth be noble, and ftand opott its 
moft proper and moft.resfonable fotundation ; it concerns us bettet 
to underftand that Religion, which we call Faith, and that faith 
whereby we hope to be faved, a | 
2. ‘The faith and the whole Religion of many men is che pto- 
duction of fear. Min ate threatned into theit petiwafiorts, and the 


B ‘ison rod of a Tyrant converts whole Nations to his principles, 


_ | when the wife diiconcfes of the Religion feetns dull as fleep, and 
unprevailing as the calk of childhood, That's but a deceit fulf faich, 
_ which our timoroufneffe begot,and our weakiiefs murfes, and bring 
‘mp. The Religion ofa Chriftian is iramortall, and certain, and 
| perfwative, and infallible, and wnidlterable, and therefore needs 
not be received. by humane and-weak ¢convoyes, like worldly arid 
 mortall Religions: that faith is lakewarme, and eafic, and tritling 
which is onely abeleef of that, which a man watits coutage to dif- 
beleeve, | 


| Ci 3. The faidy of many menis fuch, that they dare nor trntt ic; 


they will talk. of ic, and ferve vanity,or their luft; or theit company, 


temptation: im the meas time we call thefe accidentall and artit: 


—_ : 


sex, XI 


2, 


, 


or their incereft by it, but wher the matter. comes to a pitich, they |. 


dare not auftit, When Axtifhenes was initiated into the mvfte- 
ties of Orphem, the Prick cold him, that all that were of that Reli- 
gion,immediately after death fhould be perfely happy;the Philo- 


fopher asked him, why he did pct ne it He beleeved what he {aid 3|7 


Such a faith as that, was fine to talk of at table, or eating the facrifi- 
ces of the Religion, when the myftick man was é6e@ full of wiite 


and flefh,of confidence and religion ; but to die,is a more materiall| # 
D | confideration, and tobe chofen apon tio gtounds, but fucha faith, 


which really comes from God, atid can fecute out reafon, and ott 
chayce, and perfe& our intereft and defigties, And ie hach beets 

g. obferved concerning shofe bold people, that ufe their reafon 
againft God shat gave ir 3. they have ofie perwafion in their healch, 
and another in their ficknefle, ad feats 5 when they ate well, chey 
blafpheme ; when they: die, they aré fuperfticious. It was Bat his 


cafe, when he was poy{on’d by the Atheifines of Theedorus, ho man} 


died more likea cowatd anda fools 4# sf the gous were to come and 

| go as Bias pleafed to. think and talk: {6 one faid of his folly, If 

E God betobe feared, wheri we die; he is alfo to feared in all our 

-lffe, for he can for ever make us die; he that will doit onc’, and 

that wher he pleafe, can alwayes, And therefore all chofe per- 

fwafions again God, and againft Religion, are onely. thd pro- 

duction of vicions paffions, of drink or fancy, of confidence arid igs 

| norance, of boldneffe or vile — of vanity or sais 
aa he See ee pr 


His quifecris | 
vl 8 abeunt } 


vtvuere 
Contingst illic | 
iftis,turba Ca- 
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and monftrous, that it can.never dwell in.a mans heart as fasth does, 
‘in health and ficknefle, in peace and warre, in company and alone, 
at the beginning and at the end of a defigne ; but comes from weak 
principles,and leaves {hallow and fuperficiall impreffions; but when 
men endevour to ftrengthen and confirme it, they onely ftrive to 
make themfelves worfe then they can.Naturally a man cannot be an 
Atheift : for he that is fo, muft have fomething within him that is 
worle either then man or Devil. Pe sw 
4.. Some meatfure their faith by fhews and — by cere- 
monies and names, by profeffions and little infticutions. Dsogenes 
was angry at the filly Prieft, chat thought he fhould be immorrall, 
\becaufe he was a Prieft, and would not promife fo concerning 
Age leas and Epamtnondas, two noble Greeks, that had prefer- 
ve 


hath no fignification at all but obedience and charity ; If men. be 
juft, and charitable,.and good, and live according to their faith, 
then onely they are Chriftians ; whatfoever elfe.is pretended is but 
a fhadow and the image ofa grace ; for fince in all the {eas and 
inf{ticutions of the world, the profeffors did in fome reafonable fort 
conform to the rules of the profeffion ( as appears in all the Schools 
of Philofophers, and Religions of the world, and the praGifes of 
the Jews, and the ufages and the Country cuftomes of the Turks: ) 
it is a {trange difhonour to Chriftianiry,that in it alone men fhould 
pretend to the faith of it, and do nothing of what it perlwades, and 
commands upon the accouns of thofe promifes, which it makes us 
tobeleeve. * He that means to pleafe God by his faith, muft have 


his. faith begotten in him by the Spirit of God, and proper Argu- 


ments of Religion ; he muft proteffe it without fear, he muft dare 
to dic for it, and refolve ro live according to its inftitution ; he muft 


}more vertues, he muft. be refolute and conftant, far from indiffe- | 
rencie, and above fecular regards ;_ he muft by it regulate his life, 
and value it above his life ; he muft caztend carneftly 7: the faith, 
by the moft facing a: arguments, by the arguments of holy living, | 
and ready dying, by zeal and patience, by conformity and humilt- 
Ph by reducing words to aétions, fair difcourfes to perfe& perfwa- | 
ions, by loving the article, and excreafing in the knowledge and love : 
of God and his Son Fefus Chrift ; and then his faith is not neglsgent, 
decettfull, artificiall and improper, but true, and holy, and reafonable, 


proved, . = | 
2.. Our prayers and devotions muft be fervent and zealous, not 
cold, patient, eafie, and foon rejected ; but fupported by a patient 
{pirit, fet forwards by importunity, continued by perfeverance, 
waited on by attention,and a prefent mind, carried along with holy 
3 | but 


pride or Hattcries ; and Arheifme is a proportion fo.unnaturall 


their Countrey, and lived vertuoufly. The faith of a Chriftian | _ 


C 


grow more confident, and more holy, have fewer doubtings and; 


and ufefull, zealous and fuffictent, and therefore can never be re- 


a 
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but ftrong defires; and:ballafted with refignation, and conformity 
ro-the Divine will ; and then it is,as God likes it, and does the work 


to Gods glory andour intereft effectively. He that asks with a 


doubting mind, and a lazie defire,begs for nothing but to be denied; 
we mu(t in our prayers be earneft, and fervent, or elfe we fhall 


' {have but a cold anfwers for God gives his grace according as we can 


| 


| 


. 


receive it; and whatfoever evil returns we meet in- our pray- 
ers, when we ask-for good things, is wholly by reafon of out wan- 
dring {pirits’ and cold defires; we have reafon to complain that 
our mundes wander in our prayers, and our diverfions are more 
pair then all our arts of application, and detention; and we 
wander fometimes even when we pray again{t wandting:and it is in 
{ome degrees natural], and unevitable ; but although the evil is not 
awvholly-to be cured, yet the fymptomes are to be eafed; and if our 
defires were ftrong, and fervent, our minds would in the fame pro: 
portion be prefent; we {ee it by a certain and regular experiences 
what we love paffionately, we perpetually think on, and it returns 
upon us whether we will or nos and in a great fear the apprehen- 
fion cannot be fhaken off; and therefore if our defires of holy 
things were ftrong and earneft, we fhould moft certainly attend 
our prayers:it is.a more violent affect ion to other things,that carrics 
us off i this ;‘and therefore if we lov’d paffionately, what we 


: ; ; : 
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ask for daily, we fhould ask with hearty defites, and an carneft ap- | 


petite, anda prefent {piric; and however it be very eafie to have 
our thoughts wander, yet it is our indifferency and lukewarmneffe 
that makes it fo naturall :-and you may obferve it, that fo long as 
the light fhines bright, and the fires of devotion, and defires lame 
Out, 2 long the mind of a man ftands clofe to the altar, and waits 
upon the facrifice ; but asthe fires die and defires decay, fo the 
mind f{teals away and walks abroad to fee the little images of beauty 


D and pleafure, which it beholds in the falling ftars and little glow- | 


|B 


wormes of the world. The River that runs flow and creeps by the 


banks, and begs leaveof every turfe to let it paffe, is drawn into} 


little hollowneffes, and {pends it felf in {mallér portions, and dies 


with diverfion;but when it runs with vigdroulnefs and a full ftream, | 


and breaks down every obftacle, making it even as its own brow, 


it ftayes not to be tempted by little avocations,-and to creep into | 


holes, but runs into the Sea through full and ufefull channels; So 


isa mans prayer, if ic moves upon the feet of an abated appetite, it | 


| wanders into the fociety of every trifling accident, and ftayes at the 
-cornets of the fancy, and talks with every object ic- meets, and | 
| cannot arrive at heaven 3 but when it is carried upon the wings of | 


paffion and ftrong defires,.a {wift motion and a hungry appetite, it 
paffes on through all the intermediall regions of clouds, and ftayes 
not till ic dwells at the foot of the Throne, where mercy fits, and 
thence fends holy fhowers of refreflimenct, I deny not but fome 


a | | | _ 4 litle | 
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little drops will turn afide, and fall from the full channell by she 
weakneffe of the banks, and hollownefle of the paffage ; but the 
maine courfe is ftill continued ; and although the moft earneit and 
devout perfons feel and complain of {ome loofeneffe of {pirir, aud 
unfixed attentions, yet their love and their defire fecure the main 
portions, and make the prayer to be ftrong, fervent, and effeCuall, 
Any thing can be done by him,that earneftly defires what he oughts 
fecure but your affections and paifions, andthen no temptation will 
be too ftrong ; 4 wife man, and a full refolution, and an carneft fpirtt 
can do any thing of duty; but every temptation prevails, when we 
aré willing to dic; and we ufually lend nothing to devotion but 


we covet, but ought to fear and flee from: but the fame earnetft, 


ferve all the needs of the fpirit, but for want of it we dothe Lerds 
work deceitfully, Hy 
3. Our adits alfo muft be fervent: ctalus eff males qut ducem 
fuum gemens fequttur, He that follows his General] with a heavy 
march, and a heavy heart is but an ill {ouldier.; but our duty.to God 
fhould be hugely pleafng,and we fhould rejoyce in it: it muft paffe 
onto aétion, and do the action vigoroufly ; ix is called in Scriprure 
xo. ayanns, the labour and travail of love; 4 freend ats haetfe 
and an almes-basket full of prayers, a love that is lazic, and a fervice 


--| chat is ufeleffe, and a pity without fupport, are the images and co- 


lours of that grace,whofe very confticution and defigne is,beneficence 
and well-doing. He that loves paflionately will net only do alk that 


charity is fulfilled by acts of profit, and bounty, and obedience, and, 
labour 5 yet it bath xe other meafures but the proportions and abua~ 


be weescow'ovles iv 7a py TB nue is, abomnding, and that alwayes s#- 
the work of the Lord; if a love aan, we fhall do all this, | 
for love endures labour,and calls it pleafure,it {pends all and counts | 
it a gain, ic fuffers inconveniencies, and is quickly reconciled to 
them ; if difhonours and affronts be to be endured, tae {miles and | 
calls them favours, and wears them willingly. 


—— alist jacuere lseats 
Turpstér, atque aliquss de Dit non rriftibus optat 
Ste flert turpts, — : 


Oates 


from tribunals rejoycing , that they were accounted worthy to fuffer. 


|ftrepes for that beleved Name ; and we are commended to rejece #0 


— perfecutzons, 


the offices that flatter our paffions; we can defire and pray for |. 
|any thing, that may ferve our luft, or promote thofe ends which 


néffe, if ic were tranfplanted into Religion and our prayers, would |. 


his friend needs, but all that himfelf can; for although the lap of 


dance of a good mind ; and according to this God requires that we. 


It is the Lord, faid David, and J wall Le yet more wile, and st. 
|fball be bonour unto me; thus did the Dilciples of our Lord go 


A 


A perfecutions, to-refift unto blood, to fireve. to enter ih ab the flratt Saa, XIII 
gate, uot to. bee weary of wel-doing 5 doit hugely, and do ital- 
-wayes. ‘Non enim vots neque [upplictss mulrebritus auxtlta Deg- 
rian parantur; fed vtgilando, agendo, bene con[uelendo oma pro- 
| peri cedunt,. No man can obtain the favour of God by words and 
imperte& refolutions, by lazie actions, and a remiffe picty, but by 
fevere counfels, and fober ations, by watchfulneffe and prudence, 
by doing excellenc things with holy imentions, and vigorous pro- 
fecutions, _ Uds focordia & ignarie te tradider# nequtdquam Deos | ' 
‘smplorabis; Uf your vermes be lazy, your vices willbe bold and 

B aétive; and therefore Democritus {aid well, chat the paszfull and} 
| the foft-bazded pcopie in Religion differ juft as good men and bad ; 
nimoirum foe bona, the labouring charity hatha good hope, but a 
cool Religion hath none at all; and the -diftinction will have a {ad 
effe& to eternal ages. a ee 2 

Thefe are the great Scenes of duty, in which we are to be fer- 
‘vent and zealous; but becaufe carncftnefle and zeal are circum- 
_ftances of a great latitude; and the zeal of the prefent age is 

fiark cold, it compared tothe fervors of the Apoftles , and other 
holy primitives; and in every age a good mans care may turn 

C into f{cruple, if he fees that he is not the beft man, becaufe he may 

- | reckon his own eftate to ftand in the confines of darkneffe, becaufe 
his {park is not. fo great as his neighbors fires, therefore ir is fit 
that we confider concerning the degrees of the intention and for- 
ward heats; for when we have found out the loweft degrees of 
zeal, and a holy fervour, we know that daty dwells there, and 
wharfoever is above it isa degree of excellence ; but ail thar is leffe 
then it, is lukewarmneffe, and the ftate of an ungracious and an un- 
accepted perfon.. | = 2s 
‘1, Noman isferventand zealous as he ought, but he that pre. 

D | ferres Religion before bufineffe, charity before his own eafe,the re- 

“| lief of his brother before money, heaven before fecular regards, 

| and God before his friend or intereft.. Which rule ts not tobe uni- 
derftood abfolutely, and én parttcalar rnftances, but alwayes generally, 

, and when it de(cends to particulars, #« muft be in proportion to 
circumftances, and by their proper meafures ; for, | 
|. x, Lathe whole courfe of Infe tt 2s xece[fary ‘that we preferre Rsligion 
| before any ftate that 1s esther contrary to tt, or a leffentng of its duties, 
He that hatha ftate of life, in which he cannot at all in fair propor- | 
tions tend to Religion, muft quit great proportions of that, chat he | 

E | = enjoy more of thes; this is that which our Bleffed Saviour 
calls pulleng out the raght eye, sf et offendthee, _ Lg dy 
2, hn particsdar aleens, when the nece pitty 45 equall, hee, that 
does uot preferre Religion, 18 mot at all. zealous, for although PY 
naturall neceffities are tobe ferved before the circumftances atid’) 
erder of Religion, yet our belly and our back, ourliberry and 

3 | Our 
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our life,-our health, and a friend are to be negle&ted rather 


SER. XIII. 


then a Duty, when it ftands in its proper place, and is re- 
ir’d, | | 
- 3. Although the things of God are by a neceffary zeal tobe 
preferred Lefore the things of the world, yet we mutt. take heed, 
that wee do not reckon Religion, and orders of worfhipping, 
onely to be the things of God, and all other duties to bee the 
things of the world; for it was a Pharifaicall device to cry (orban, 
and to refufe to relieve their aged Parents; it is good to give to 
a Church, but ic is better to give to the Poor; and though they 
muft be both provided for, ye in cafes of difpure Mercy carries 
the caufe againft Religion andthe Temple. And although cMary 
was commended for choofing the better part, yet AZary had done 
worfe, if fhe had been at the foot of her Mafter, when fhe fhould 


have relieved a perifhing brother. Aartha was troubled with much } 


ferving ; that was more then need, and therefore fhe was to blame ; 
and fomctimes hearing in {ome circumftances may be more then 
needs; and {ome women are troubled with over-much bearing, 


|and then they had berter have been ferving the neceihties of their 


houfe. a 

4. This rule is not tobe extended tothe Relatsues of Religson; 
for although the things of the Spirit are better then the things of 
the Worl a {pirituall man is not in humane regards to bec 
preferred before Princes and Noble perfonages. Becaufe a man 
is called {pirimall in feverall regards, and for various meafures 
and manners of partaking of the Spirit of grace, or co-operating 


_ {toward the works of the Spirit, * A King anda Bithop both, 


have callings in order to godlineffe, and honefty, and {pirituall 
effcéts, towards the advancement of Chrifts ph: ara whole re- 
prefentatives feverally they are. * But whether of thefe two works 
more smmedzately, or more effefrvely, cannot at all times be known; 
and therefore from hence no —, can be drawn concerning | 
doing them civill regards; * and poffibly, the partaking the Spsrst 1s 
a neerer relation to him, then doing his minifteries, and ferving 


his ends upon others; *and if relations to God and Gods Spirit |. 


could bring an partie of giving proportionable civill honour, 
every holy man might put in fome pretence for dignities above fome | 


'|Kings and fome Bifhops. * But as the things of the Spirit are in 


|bonours, and fpirituall exc 


order to the affairs of another World, {o they naturally can‘: 
inferre only fucha relative dignity, as can be expreffed in fpiri- 


tuall manners, But becaufe fuch relations are fubjeGted in menof 5 | 


this life, and we now converfe efpcecially in materiall and fecular 
fignifications, therefore we are to expreffe our regards to men of 
fuch relations ns ait expreffions; but becaufe czvsll 
excellenctes are the proper ground of receiving and exacting crusl 

siicecies do onely claim them acciden- 


B 


- 
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A tally, and indireQly, thereforein titles of honour and humane} Syr, XIII. 
regards the cruil preeminence is the appendix of the greateft csvsil 

| pewer and imployment, and isto defcend in proper meafures 3 and 

for a {piritual! relation to challenge a. temporal! dignity, is as if 

the beh Mufick fhould .challenge the beft cloathes, or a Lute; 
| firing fhould contend witha Rote for the honour of the greateft 

fweemefle. * Adde to this, that although temporal! things are in 
‘order to {pirituall, and therefore are leffe perfect, yet thjs is not 
fo naturally ; tor temporal! things are properly in order to the 
| feliciry of man in his proper and prefent conftitution , and it is 
by a fupernaturall grace, thatnow they are thruft forward to a 
higher end of grace and glory; and therefore temporall things, 
and perfons, and callings have properly the chiefeft temporall re- 
gard; and Chrift took nothing of this away from them, but put 
them higher, by fan&itying and oe them. * But then the 
| higher calling can no more fuppofe the = man, then the 
richoft trade can {uppofe the richeft man. From callings to men, 
the argument is fallacious; and a Smithisa more ufefull man 
then he that teaches Logicks but not alwayes tobe more eftee- 
med, and called to ftand.at the Chairs of Princes and Nobles, 
C * Holy. perfonsand holy things and all great relations are to be 
eed by generall proportions to their correlatives, but if wee | 
defcend to make minute and exa& proportions, and proportion an 
inch of cemporall to a miouice of {pirituall, we mutt needs be 
hugely deceived, unlefie we could meafure the motion of an An-| 


a ftring, or che progreflions of the Spirit by weight and 
Bales of iy ftaple. * And yet if thole meafures were a it 


would be unreafonable chat the lower of the higher kind fhould 

be preferred before the moft perfeé and excellent in a lower or- 

der of things. A man generally is tobe efteemed above a woman, 

D ba not the meane& of her fubje&s before the moft excellent 

| Queens not alwayes this man before this woman. Now Kin 

and Princes are the beft in all temporali dignities, and therefore 
ifthey had in them no 4picimall relations and confequent excel. 
lencies (as they have very many ) = are pot to be undervalu’d 
to fpirimall relations, which in this world are very imperfect, 
_| weak, partiall,; and muft ftay till the next world, before they are 
in a ftate of excellencie, propriety and perfection; and then alfo 
all fhall have them, seotdind tothe worth of their perfons, not of 
their calling, hae _ 

E| . * But laffly, what men may not challenge isnot their juft and | 
proper due:; but {pirimall perfons and the neereft relativesto God 
ftand WA him, but fo long as shey dwell low and fafe in humility, 
and rife high in nothing but in labours, and zedl of fouls, and 
devotion, *in proportion vo this rule, a Church may be pull’d 
down to fave a Town, and the Veffels of the Church — 

| O 
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Ser. XIU. fold to redeem Captives, when.there is a great calamity immi-.| A 
nent, and prepared tor relief and no other way to fuccourit. 
_ But inthe whole, the duty of.zeal requires, that we neglect, 
an ordinary vifit rather then an ordinary. prayer,. and a great 
profit rather thenomit’a required duty. No excufe can legiti- 
mate a finne; andhe that goes about to diftinguith berween his 
duty and hjs profit, and ifhe cannot reconcile them, will yet tie 
them together like a Hyzna and a Dog, this man pretends to Reli- 
gion, but. fecures the world, and is indifferent and lukewarme 
towards that, fo he may be warme and fafe in the poffeffion 
of this = a. 

2. To that fervour and zcal that is neceflary and a duty, 
it 4s required that we be conflant and perfevering. Efto fidelss ad 
mortem; {aid the Spirit of of God, to the Angel of the Church | | 
of Smyrna, Be fatthall unto death, and I will give thee a crown of lsfe; 
For he that is warmto day, and cold to morrow, zealous in his 
refolution and weary in his praétifes, fierce in the beginning, and 
flack and cafie in his progreffe, hath not yet well chofen, what 
fide he will be of ; he {ees not reafon enough for Religion, and he 

‘ |hach not confidence enough for its contrary ; and therefore he is 
duplicts animt, as St. Fames calls him, of « doxbtfull minde. For Re-| _. 

| ligion is worth as much to day as it was yefterday, and that can- C 
not — though we do; and if we do, we have left God, and 
whither he can, go that goes from God, his own forrows will 
foon enough inftru& him. This fire muft never go out, but it 
muft be like the fire of heaven, it muft fhine like the ftarres, 
though fometimes cover’d with a cloud, or obfcur’d by a greater. 
light; yet, they, dwell for ever in their orbs, and walk in their 
circles, and.obferve their circumftances,, but go not out by day 
nor night, and fet not when Kings die, nor are. extinguifh’d 
when Nations change their Government: So muft the zeal. ofa D 
Chriftian be, a con{tant incentive of hisduty, and though fome- 
times his hand.is drawn back by. violence or need, and his 
prayers fhortned by the importunity of bufineffe, and fome pafts 
omitted by neceffities, and_ juft compliances, yet ftill the fire 
is kept alive, it burns within ;when the ght breaks not forth, 
and 1s etcrnall as the orb of fire, or the rs of the Altar of 
Incence, — , ee 5 iP Bisse : | 
3. No-man is zealous as he ought, buc be that delights in the 
fervice of God; without this no man ‘can perfevere, but muft faint 
under the continuall preffure of an uneafie: load... If a man goes! p 
to his prayers as aides o to School, or give almes: as thofe 
that pay contibution,and meditate with the fame willingneffe,with 

| which young men die, this mans does perfonam fuftinere, he a&s 
a part which he cannot long: perfonate, but will finde fo many 
excufes and filly devices to omit. his duty 5. fuch-tricks. to run 

from 
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A trom that'which will make him happy, he will fo watch the eyes of, Sia; XHI.| 


men, and.be fo {ure co.do nothing in private 5 he will fo often di- 
‘fHinguifh aad mince che duty into minates and little patticles, be 
will {9 cic himlelf soche: letter of the Law; and:he 40 cateleffe of 
the imention, and {pirimall defigne, he will be punQuall in the cere- 
mony, and os in the fecrer, ard he will be fo well pleafed, 
when he js hindted by. aa e¢cidenrnot. of his own procuting, and 
will have fo many devices to defeat his duty, and to coufen himfelf,} 
that he wall cercainly maniich, chat he is afraid of Religion, and 
fecresly hates i ; he counts it 4 burshen, and an objection, and thea 
B the man is fare co leave it,when his citcumfiances ate fo fitted... Bur 
' if we delight init, weenset into a portion of the sewerd, as foon 
as we begin’ the work, and the very gtace {hall be fronger chen 
the temptation in its very pretence of pleafure ; and therefote it]. 
'_muft needs be pleafing to God, becaule it confeffes God to be the 
) beft Mafter, Religion the beft work, and it fetves God with choice,4 
and will, and reconciles our nature to it, and entertams out appe- 
tite; and then thete is no aafa or handle left; whereby we can] . 
eafily be drawn from duty, when all parties ate pleafed with the} 
imployment. But this delight is not to be underftood as if it were 
C alwayes required, that we thould feel an a@tuall cheerfulneffe; 
‘and fenfible joy; fuch as was that of Jonathan, when he had newly 
tafted honey, and the ght came into his eyes, and he was refrefh-| 

ed and pleafant. This happens fometimcs , when God pleafe to 
intice, or reward a mans {pirit, with little Antepafts of heaven 5 
but fuch a delight onely is neceffary, and a duty, that we alwayes| 
choofe our dury regularly, and undervalue the pleafures of tem- 
ptation, and proceed in the work of grace with a fitme choice and 
unabated election ; out joy muft bea joy of hope, a joy at leaft 

_.| of confident fufferers, the joyes of faith and expectation ; rejoycing 
D ix hope, fothe Apoftle calls it; that is, a going fotward upon fuch 
- | a perfwafion as fees the joyes of God laid up for the Children of 
men ; and fo the Sun may fhine under a cload 3 and a man may re- 
joyce i perfecutzon; and delight 1n loffes ; thas ss, iS OL 


| man groans, and faints, and dies; yet his {pirit, ifaw dvbpar@, 
\the znner man, ts confident and induftrious, and hath a hope b 
which it lives and works unto the end ; It was the cafe of our blef-| 
fed Saviour in his agony ;, his foul was exceeding forrowfull anto death.) 
and the load of his Fathers anger ctufhed his fhoulder, and bowed 
| his knees to the gtound ; and yet he chofe itjand ftill went fotward,{ 
& andrefotved to die, and did fo; and what we choofe we delight]. 
lin s and we think tc to be efigzéle; and therefore amiable; and fit y 
its proper excellencies and appendages tobe delighted m ; it is nor 
pleafant to the flefh at all tumes; for its dignity is fpirituall and hea- 
venly ; bur therefore it is proportioned to the {pirit, which is as}. 
| {heavenly as the reward, and therefore can feel the joyes of it,;when| 
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Sen. XIIL.; the body hangs the head, and is uneafie and troubled, 


Of Lukewarmneffe and Zeal. | 


_ Thete are the neceffary parts of zeal ; of which if any man fails, 
he is in a ftate of lukewarmneffe, and that is a {pirituall death, 
As a banifhed man or a condemned perfon is dead civilly; he is 
diminutus capite, he is not reckoned in the cenfus, nor partakes of 
the priviledges, nor goes for a perfon,but is reckoned among things 
in ¢ poffefiion of others: {fo is a lukewarme perfon ; he is corde 
| dsminatus, he is {piritually dead, his heart is eftranged from God, 
his affections are leffened, his hope diminifhed, and his title can- 
cell’d,'and he remains fo, unleffe, 1, he prefers Religion before 
the world, and 2. {piritually rejoyces in doing his duty, and 3. do 
it conftantly,and with perfeverance.Thefe are the heats and warmth 
of life; whatfoever is leffe then this, is a difeafe, and leads to the 
coldneffe and difhonours of the grave. | 
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| a “¥ O long as our zeal and forwardneffe in Religion hath on- 

ly thete conftituent parts, it hath no more then can keep the 

duty alive : but beyond this, there are many degrees of eat- 
‘neftneffe and vehemence, which are progreffions towatds'the ftate 
of perfe&tion, which every man ought to defigne and defire to be 
“added to his portion: of this fort [reckon frequency in prayer; 
and almes above our effate, Concerning which two inftances I have 
| thefe two cautions to infert, 1, Concerning ie heey in prayer, it 
C_ isan a@of zeal foready and prepared for the {pirit of a man, fo 
eafie and ufefull, fo without objection, and fo fitted for every 
mans affairs, his neceffities and poffibilities, that he that ptayes 
but feldome;, cannot in any fenfe pretend to be a religious perfon; 


For in. Scripture there is no other rule for the frequency of prayer| 


given us, but by {uch words which fignifie we fhould do it alwayes; 

| Pray continually: and, eMen ought alwayes to pray and not to faint, 
And then, men have fo many neceffities, that if we fhould efteem 
our needs to be the-circumftances and pofitive detetmination of 

| our times of prayer; we fhould be very farre frorn admitting limi- 
D. tation of the former words, but they muft mean, that we ought to 
| pray frequently every day. For in danger and ttouble, naturalt 

| Religion teaches us to pray: In a feftivall fortune, our prudence, 
and our needs inforce us equally. For though we feel not a prefent 
{mart, yet we are certain then is our biggeft danger: andif we 
obferve how the world treats her darlings; men ot riches and ho- 
nour, of profperity and great {ucceffe, we cannot but confeffe them 
_|to be the moft miferable of all men, as being inthe greateft dan- 
ger of lofing their biggef intereft; For they are bigger then the 

| iron hand of Law, and they cannot be reftratn’d with fear: the hand 

E gtafps a power of doing all that; which their evil heart can defire; 


bab they cannot be reftratned with défabslsty to finnes they are flat-| 


ter’d by all mean, and bafe, and indtligent petfons; which are the 


reateft part of mankinde ; but few men dafe feprove a potent] 


inner ; be fballevery day be flattered and feldome counfelled »and his 
great reflexions and opinions of his condition makes him impatient 
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Ser. XIV.) of reproof, and fo be cannot be refirain'd with modefty - and there- 


Lam.3.44- 


fore as the needs of the poor many, his rent day, and the cries ot his 
children, and the oppreffion he groans under, and his dvetoréxor- 
7@ pelesure, his uneafie, ill-fleeping care will make him run to 
his prayers, that in heaven a new decree may be paffed every day 
for the provifions of his daily bread: fo the greater needs of the 
rich, their temptations, and their dangers, the flattery and the vani- 
ty, the power-and the pride, theit bufineffe and evil eftate of the 
whole’ world upon them, cals upon them to be zealous in this in- 
fiance that they pray often, that they pray without ceafing ; For there 
is great reafon they fhould do fo, and great fecurity and advantage, 
if they do ; For he that prayes well and prayes often, muft needs be a good 
and a bleed man; and trucly he that does not, deferves ho pity for 
his mifery. For when all the troubles and dangers of his conditi- 
on may turn into his good, if he will bus defire they fhould ; whten 
upon fich eafie termes he may be happy; for there is nd more trow 


fo cheap a fate, a poor man may be provided for, and a rich man 
may c{cape damnation, they that refufe to apply themfelves to this 
renicdy , quickly, earneftly, mealonfly, and conftantly, deferves the 
{mart of his poverty, and the care of it, and the {corne, af be be poor, 
aind if he Le richs sis fiche fhould ( becaufe he defires it) dye by: 


anibus maxime infidtantar Demonessthe Devil is more bui:e to difturb 
out prayerssthen to hinder any thing elfe. For elfe ic cannot be ima+ 
| gined, why we should be brought to pray {o feldome ; and to be {6 
iftleffe to them, and fo trifling at them. No, 7 be Deval knows, 
upon what hard termes be ftands with the praying man ; be alfo knows, 
that itis a mighty emanation of Gods infinite goodnefle and a 
{trange defire of faving miankinde, that he hath to fo eafie a du 


ard termes we would not accept of heaven it felf, and yet hell was 
{o intolerable a ftate, that God who loved ws would afhx heaven 
toa ftate of prayer and devotion; this, becaufe the Devil knows 
to be one of the greateit arts of the Divine mercy, he labours in 
or to pray coldly, or to pray feldome, he fecurés his inteteft, and de- 
prevail {o much in this {o unreafenable temptation. a ca 
nubem ne tranfiret oratio, the mourning Prophet complained, there 
was a cloud paffed between heaven and the prayer of Judahs a lit- 


_|tle thing God knows ; it was a wall, which might have been blown 


down with a few hearty fighes, and a few pehitentiall tears ; or if 
the prayers had afcended ina tull and numetousbedy, themfelves 
would have broken thorow that little partition ; but fo the Devil 
pre- 


ble init then this, Ask and ye fball recerve ; that’s all that is requis |, 
red; no more turnings and variety in their road ; when (I fay ) as 


the evils of his proper danger. * It was oblerved by Caf/san 3 orats~ 


finitely to a2 pee ; and ifhe can but make men unwilling to pray; | 


ftroys the mans ; and it is infinitely ftrange, that he can and doth 


B 


‘pepe {uch mug bleffings, For God knowing, that a dD 
5 
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@ Lion ‘in the way, anda deep river § it is im- 


C the Sua-of-righteow{nefle will tcarrér thefe ‘c : 
hearts with his. holy: fires; Bur it is in this, as in all acquired hi- 
bits g hahie makes-the aGtions cafie and‘pleafant-; but shis ha- 
bit-cantiot be gotten without frequent-actidns : batsts are che daugh- 
cers of 2f¢on;buethen they nurfe their mother,and produce daughters 
| after her image; but farre more beautifull and profpcrous, ‘For in 
‘frequent prayer there is fo'mnucly reft and’ pleafure, thatas {oon 
| as eve? it is perceived, the contrary tefuptatian appears unredtona- 
bles none are fo unwilling to pray, as they dat-pray {eldothe ; for 
they that do pray often, and with zeal, and pdfiton, and’defire, feel 
D no trouble {o great, as when they’ are forcéd to omit their holy of- 
| fices arid hours of prayer, It concerns the Devils intercft to kee 
|us from all the experience of the rewards of a frequentand holy 
rayer; and {o long 2s you will not try and tafe hoy good and gra. 
: cious the Lord 18 to the praying mam, fo long you cannot fee the 
| evil of your coldneffe and lukewarme ftate ; but if you would but 
| try though it be bit for curtofity fake, and informe your felves 
in the vanity of things, and che gruth of preterices, and the cer- 
tainty of Theologicall propofitions, you thould finde your felves 
taken ina’ golden fnare,' which will tie youto nothing but felscéty, 
‘E and fafeyy, and holineffe, and pleafares, Buc then the caution, which 
I intended to infert is this 5 shat frequeacy tn: prayers, andthat part 
of zeal which relatcs tw it, isto be upon no account but of an hol 
fpirit, a wife heart, and reafonatle per{wafions ‘for if it begins upon 
affion or fear, in imitation of others, of ‘defires of repptation, 
bogie or phantaftick principlés; —s" nnbieffed and weary; 
| as sa tie 3 ai un- 
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come, that you pricier: or | habstually and conftantly trom. your B 
| prayers, .or that you diltraét from them very frequently, it cannot , 
be i you will become troublefome to your felf; your prayers 


{full in this particular 5 alwayes remembring the faying of St, Chry © 


cafes we can be excufed, but from prayer never, In this therefore 
xaAdy CrAsDas, it is good tobezealous. c 

2, Concerning the fecond inftance 1 named, viz, To give alms 
above our eftate, it is. an excellent a& of zeal, and needs no other : 
caution to make, it {ecure from illufion and. danger, but that os DI. 
egreffions of chaxsty do not prejudice jufttce, See that your almes 
o notother men wrong, and let them do, what they-can to thy 
felf, they will never prejudice thee by their abundance ; bur then 
be alfo carefull, that tig pretences of juftice do not coufen thy felf 
of thy charity, and the poor of thine almes, and thy foul of the 
reward. He that is in debt is not exculed. from giving almcs,till his 
debts are paid ; but onely from giving away fuch portions which 
thould and would pay them, and bd ‘which he intended fhould do 
it; There are lacerne divitiarum; and crums from the table, and the 

leanings of the harveft, and the {catterings of the vintage, which 

in alleftates are the portions of the poor, which being collected 
{by the hand of providence, and united wifely may become confi- 
derable to the poor, and are the neceflary duties of charity ; bue_ 
beyond this alfo, every confiderable relief to the poor is not a con- 
fiderable diminution to the eftate 5 and yct if it be, it is not alwayes 

i; : con-' 
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A confiderable in the accountsof Juftice ; for nothing ought to be. Ssk. XIV: 
pretended againft the zeal of almes, but the cartain omiffions or the | 
very probable retarding the doing that, to which we arc otherwile 
obliged. He that is going to pay a-debr, and in the way meets an 
indigent perfon, that necds it all, may not give ic to him unleffe 
he knowes by other means to pay the debts but if he can do both, 
he hath his liberty to lay out his money fora Crown; Bur then 
in the cafe of provition for children our reftraint is not fo eafie, 
| or difcernable ;' 1. Becanfe we are not bound to provide for them 
in a certain portion, but may do it by the analogies and meatures 
7 B of prudence, in which there isa great laticude. 2, Becauic our zeal 
! ot charity isa good portion tor thems and layes up a bleffing tor 
| inheritance, 3. Becaule the-fairc{t portions ot charity arc ufually 
fhort of fuch fums, which can be confidcrable in the duty of provi- 
{ion for our children. 4, If we for them could be content to take 
| any meature leffe then all, any thing under every thing that we can, 
; we fhould finde the portions of the poor made ready to our 
| hands fufficiently to miniftcrto zeal, and yet not to intrench pon: 
this cafe of conicience ; But the truth is; we arefo careleffe, fo 
‘unskill’d, fo unftudied in Religion, that we are onely glad to make 
C an excufe, and to defeat our fouls of the rewatd of the. no: 
|bleft grace : we are contented, if we can but make a pretence } 
for we are highly picated if our confcience be.qniet, and care sot 
fo much, that our ducy be performed ; much leffe that our-eternall 
intereft be advanced in bigger portions, We care:noty we ftrive 
noty we think not of getting the greater rewards of Heaven sand 
‘he whofe defires are 1o indifferent for the greater; will not take 
pains to fecure the {malleft portion; and it is: obfervable, that]... 
| dd yicos ivr Baoirei@, the leaft in the Kingdome of heaven, is Mate.3.16, 
| | as much as 80/4, as goodas none; ifa man will be content with 
D his hopes of the lowcit place there, and will not labour for fome- 
in : thing beyond ir, he does not valuc it at all, and it is ten to one, but 
will lofe that for which he takes fo little pains; and is content with 
| fo eafie a fecurity, He that does his almes; and refolves, that in no 
eafe he will fuffer inconvenience for his brothet, whofe cafe it may 
be is intolerable, fhould do well to remember that God in fome 
cafes requies a greatct chatity ; andit may be, we fhall be called 
to die for the good of our brother: and that although it alwayes 
{uppofes azeal, and a holy fervour, yet fometimes it 1s alfo a duty; 
anck we lofc our lives if we go to fave them ; and fo we do with our 
E | eftates ; when weare flich good husbands in out Religion, that we 
‘will ferve all our own conveniences before the great ncetls of a 
liungry and afHli&ted brother, God oftentimes takes from us that, 
which with fo mutch curioficy we would preferve, and then we lofe 
our money, and ourrewardtoo, : = 
(3 Hither is to be reduced * the accepting and choofing the 
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Ser. XIV. counfels Evangelicall; * the virgin or widow eftatc in order toRe-; A 
ligion : * felling all, and giving it to the poor: * making our felzes 
Bunachs for the Kingdome of. Heaven: * offering our telves co, death 
voluntarily, in exchange. or.redemption of the lite of a nioft ule 
fall. perfon,-.as ef guilaand-Prifctla, who ventur'd their leves for St. 
Paw. * the-2cal. of fowls: * St, Paul's: preaching to the (orrn- 
thi an Church without wages; remitting of rights and forgiving of 
debrs, when the obliged -perton could pay, but nor without much 
trouble: *: proteétion of: calamixous pexions with hazard of our 
{own intercitand a ‘certain trouble ; concerming which and all other | . 
ads of zeal, we ate to obférve the following meaftites, by which | ‘p 
our z¢al wilt become f{afe and holy, and by them alfo we fhall per- 
ceive the exceffes of zeal, and. its inordinations, ‘which ts the: next 
thing lamtoconfider, -.  - - a eer, te 
ia, The firft meafure, by which our: zeal may comply with our 
duty, and its:aétions become laudable, 1s charity te our nergbbour, 
For {ince God receives all that glorification of himfelf, whereby we 

can ferve and -minifter to hisglory, refle&ted upon the foundation 

of his:own goodnefe; and bounty, and mercy, and all the ‘e4/lellajabs 
thas are or cvdr fhalbe fung in heaven are praifes and thankfgivings, |" 
aod that God him{élf docs not receive glory from the-acts of his |- 
Juftice, -but then when his creatures will not:rejoyce in his good- iC 
noffe:and. mercy,,it followes that we imitate this originall excel- 
lency, and purfie. Gods own method, that is, pays him in vex 
miferscordia, inthe-way of -mercy, and Lesaty, charsty, and forgive 
nefje; love, and fair complidnces; Theré is no greater charity in 
the world then to fave a foul,nothing that pleafes God better,nothing 
that can be in our hands greater or more noble, nothing that can 
be. a more laiting and delightfull honour, then that a periflring fout, 
fnatched from the flames of an intolerable Hell, and‘born re re 
vem:upon the wings of picty and mercy, ;by the Miniftery of An. ' 
aie, and the. a of the holy spirie hal to eternall ages bleffe 
God and bicfle thee, Him,for the Asthor and fintifber of {alvation, 
amd thee for the -Minifter and charitable inftrument;, that bright 
flarre muft needs look pleafantly upon thy face for ever, which 
was: by thy hand plac’d there, and had it not been. by thy Mini- 
fiery. might-have been a {ooty coal, in the regions of forrow. Now 
in order to this,God hath given us all fome powers, and minifteries, | 
by which we may by our charity promote this Religion, and the | 
groat intereft of fouls: (ounfels, and ‘prayers, preaching, and wrt- 
tings pafstonate-defires, and fair examples, going before others, inthe 
way ot godlineffe, and bearing the torch betore them, that they , 
may fee.the way and walk in it. This isa charity, that is pre. 
|pared more or leffe for-every one ; and ¢y the way we ‘fhould do | 
well to confider, what we have done towards it, For as it will be | 

a itrange arreftacthe day of Judgement to Dzves; that he woe | 
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j A and fuffered Lasarss to farve, and every garment that lics by chee: Sex, XIV. 
| and perifhes while thy naked brother does fo too for want of it, 
fhall be a bill of Indidtment againft chy unmercifull foul ; fo it 
will be in every inftance: in what thou couldft profit thy brother 
aad didit not, thou art accountable ; and then tell over the times, 
in which thou haft prayed for the converfion of thy finning bro- 
ther, and compare the times together, and obicrve, whether thou 
haft not tempted him or betrayed him to a fin, or encourag’d him 
. in it, or did& not hinder him, when thou mighteft, more frequent 
| : then thou hat humbly, and paWtonately, and charitably, and a 
: B bowed thy head, andthy heart, and kuces to God to redeem that 
7 | poor foul fr omhell,whithes thou feeft him defcending with as much 
| indifferency as@ ftone into the bottome of a well. In this thing 
! xaroy CnAsSer, it is a good thing tobe zealous, and put forth all 
your ftrength,for you can never go to far. But then be carefull,that 
ce | this zeal of thy ncighbours amendment be onely expreffed in wayes 
of chaticy, not of craelty, or smportune juflice, He that ftrikes the 
| Prince for juftice, as Solomons expreflion isys 4 companton of murderers; 
and he that out of zeal of Religion fhall goto convert Nations to his 
opinion by deftroying Chritttans, whofe faith is s#tire and fumm'd 
C ap by the Apoftles this man breaks the ground, with a {word, and 
‘fowes tares, and waters the _— with blood, and minifters to 
envie and i errors and miftake,and there comes up nothing 
but poppies to pleafe the eye and fancy, dspates and Inpocrifie, new 
fummaries of Religion eftimated by meafures of anger, and accur- 
fed principles ; and fo much of the Religion as is neceffary to fal- 
vation is laid afide,and that brought forth chat ferves an intereft, not 
holineffe ; chat fils the Schools of a proud man, but not that which 
will fill Heaven, Any zeal is proper for Religion, buc the zeal of| 
the fword, and the zeal of anger ; this is mxela CfAx, the bit- 
D- — of zeal; and it is a certaine temptation to every man againft 
his duty ; for if the {word tums Preacher, and dictates propofiti- 
ons by empire in ftead of arguments, and — them in mens 
| heares with a ponyard, that it fhall be death to beleeve, what I in- 
| nocently and tgnorantly am per{waded of, it muft needs be unfafe | 
| |€O bry the fpercts, to try all things, to make inquiry ; and yet with- 
. lout this liberty, no man can juftifie himfelf before God or man, 
iP nor corifidently fay that his Religion is beft; fince he cannot with- 
oe our a finall danger make himfelf able to give a right fentence, and 
| | to follow that, which he findes to be the beft ; . chis may ruine fouls 
iE by making Hypocrites, or careleffe and compliant againft conf{ci- 
Ee. BY PS : 
‘ence of without it; bur it does not fave fouls, though peradven- 
ture it fhould force them to a vood opinion: This 1s sxord:natron of | 
xeals for Chriftby reproving St. Peter drawing his fword, even 
in the caufe of “Chrift, for his facred, and yet injured perfon, 
NDacner ph ypidar wayalea xby © Sely Doxsi tis endixii ry 
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Ser. XIV.: (faith TheophylaH ) teaches us not to ufe the {fwordthough in the; A 
~ “| caufe of God, or for God himfelf ; becaufe he will fecure his own 

intereft, onely let him be ferved as himfelf is pleafed to command: | — 
and it is like CAefes paifion, it throws the Tables of the Law out of 
our hands, and breaks them in pieces out of indignation to fee them | - 
broken. This is the zeal, that is now in fafhion, and hath almoft 
{poil’d Religion; men like the Zelots of the Jews cry up their Sec | — 
and in it their intercft, ZnaSos pabnra’s x, payaelers avaovegqvrass 
they affeé Difciples and fight sar the opponents ; and we fhall 
find in Scripture,that when the Apoftles began to preach the meck- 
neffe of the Chriftian inftitution, falvations, and promifes, charity 
and humility, there was a zeal {et up againft them ; the Apottles 
were zealous for the Gofpel, the Jews were zealous for the Law : 
and {ee what different effects thefe two zeals did produce s the zeal 
of the law came to this,t0opu'Csy tiv whAiv 8 @iwZe meye! Savers 
& acvacveguras & byAomwonaavres s they flsrred up the (xt), they made 
tumults, they perfecuted this way unto the death, they got letters from the 
high Prieft, they kept Damatcus with a Gars{on, they fent parties of 
fouldiers to filence and to imprifon the Preachers, and thought they | 
did God fervice, when they put the Apoftles to death, and they 
{wore neither to eat nor to drink,tsll they bad killed Paul. It was anold ' -. 
trick of the Jewifh zeal. ye _ C 


Non monftrare vids eadem nifi facra colentt, 
Quafisum ad fontem f alos deducere verpos. 


They would not fhew the way to a Samarttannor give a cup of cold 
water but toa citcumcifed brother. That was their zeal, But the 
zeal of the Apoftles was.this ; they preached publickly and private- 

ly, they prayed for all men, they wept to God for the hardneffe of | ,, 
mens hearts, they became all things to all men, that they might gatne 
fome, they travel’d through deeps and deferts, they endured the 
heat of the Syrian Starre, and the violence of Exroclydon, winds and 
tempefts, {eas and prifons, mockings and fcourgings, faftings and 
poverty,labour and watching,they endured every man and wronged |. 
noman, they would do any good theng and fuffer any evil, if they had 
but hopes to prevail upon afoul; they perfwaded men meekly, 
they intreated them humbly, they convinced them powerfully, they 
watched for their good, but medled not with their intere{t, and! 
this isthe Chriftian zeal, the zeal of meekneffe, the zeal of chartty, the pf 
zeal of patience, tv TE rots xeACy EnACDas, in thefe itis good tobe; — 
zealous, for you can never go far enough, 


2, The next meafure of zeal is prudence. For, as chartty is the 
matter of zeal, fo is difcretion the manner, It mutt alwayesbe for 
good to our neighbour, and there needs no rules for the conducting 


of 
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A of that, provided the end be confonant to the defi pne, thatis, that Ser, XIV: 
charity be intended; and charity done. But there is 4 zeal alfo of 
Rgligson or worthipping, and this hath morc need of meafures and 
proper cautions. For Religion can turh into a {nare; it may bee 
abuted into fuperftstzon, it may become Wearinefie in the {pirit, and 
tempt to tedioufnefit,; to hatred, and de(pair : and niany pcrfons 
throtigh theit inditcreet conduct and furious maiches and great 
loads taken upon tender fhouldcrs and unexperienced, have come 
to be petfed hatets of their joy, dnd defpifers of all theif hopes 3 
‘being like dark Larithorns, in which a candle burns bright, but the 
body is incompaffed with a crift anda datk cloud of irons and 
| thefe mien keep the fires and light of holy propofitions within them, 
but the datknefle of hell; the hardneffe of a vexed heart hath fha- 
| ded all che light,and makes it neither apt to warm nor to enlighten 
others, brit it tutns to fite within, a feavet and a diftemper dwéls 
there, and Religion is become their totment, 
I, Thetefote our zeal mut never carry us beyond that which 
48 profitable, There are many infticutions; cuftdmes, and ulages in- 
troduced into Religion upon very fair miotivcs, and apted to great 
neceilities ; but to ishitate thofe things, when they afte difrobed of 
C their proper ends is 4n importune zeal, and fignifies nothing bur 4 
forward minde, and an cafie heart,and an imprudent head ; unleffé 
thefe actions can be invefted with other ends and ufefull purpofes: 
The primitive Church were ftrangely infpited with a zcal of vit- 
ginity, in order to the neceffities of preaching and travelling, and 
eafing the troubles and temptations of perfecution; but when the 
necefliry went on, and drove the holy men into deferts, that made 
Colleges of Religious, and their manner of life was fuch, fo united; 
{o poor, fo dreffed, that they muft live more non fecalart, after the | 
manner of men divorc’d from the ufuall entertourfes of the world: 
D | ftill their defire of fingle life increafed; becaufe the old neceffity 
lafted, and anew one did fupervene, Afterwards the cafe was 
altered, and then the — life was not to be chofen for it felf, nor 
yet in imitation of the firft precedents; for it could not be taken out 
from their circumftances and be ufed alone, He thetefore that thinks 
he is a mote holy perfori for being a virgin or a widower, or that 
he is bound tobe fo, becaufe they were fo ; or thathe cannot be 
a — perfon, becaufe he is not fo, hath zeal indeed; but not 
according to knowledge. But now if the fingle ftate can be taken 
out and pucto new appendages, and fitted to the end of another 
E : gtace or eflentiall duty of Religion, it will well become a Chriftian 
zeal to choofe it fo long, as it can ferve the end with advantage 
and f{ecurity. Thus alfo 4 zealous perfon is to choofe his faftings; 
while they are neceffary to him, and are a&s of proper mortifica- 
tion,while he is tempted, or while he is under difcipline, while he 
repents, of while he obeys ; but fome pérfons faft in zeal, oe for : 
. oe 3 | see MOT ung sonra!" 
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Ser, XIV, nothing elfe, faft when they have no need,when there is need they | A 
fhould not; but-call it Religion tobe mifetable or fick ; here their |. 
zeal is folly, for it is neither an a& of Religion nor of prudence, to 
faft when fafting probably ferves no end of the fpirit ; and there- 
fore in the fafting dayes of the Church , although it is warrant 
enough to us to faft, if we had no end to ferve in it but the. meer 
obedience, yet it is neceffary that the Supertours fhould not think the 
Law obeyed, unleffe the end of the firft inftirution be obferved ; 

a fafting day isa day of humiliation, and prayer ; and fafting being 
nothing it felf, but wholly the handmaid of a further grace, ought | 
not to be devefted of its holineffe and fantification, and left like the 
_|wals of a ruinous Church,where there is no duty performed to God, | “ 
but there remains fomething of that, which ufed to minifter to Re- 
ligion, The wantof this confideration hath cafed {o much {can- 
dall and difpute, fo many {nares and {chifmes concerning Eccleti- 
afticall fafts. For when it was undreffed and ftripp’d of all the or- 
naments and ufefull appendages, when froma ie day it grew 
to be common; from thence to be leffe devout by being leffe {el- 
.|dome and leffe ufefull ; and then it pafled from a day of Religion 
to be a day of order, and from fafting till night, to fafting till 
ie a: and evening-fong to be {ung about twelve a clock 5! | 
and from faiting it was changed toa choice of food,from eating no- ; C 
thing to cating hifh, and that the letter began to be ftood upon, and 
-/ho ufefulneffe remained but what every of his own piety fhould put 
into it, but nothing was enjoyn’d by the Law, nothing of that ex- 
acted by the Superiours, rhen the Law fell into difgrace, and the 
defigne Because fulpected,and men were firft intnared and then {can- 
dalized, and then began to complain without .remedy, and ar laft 
took remedy themfelves without authority ; the whole affair fell 
intoa diforder anda mifchief ; and zeal was bufie on both fides, 
and on both fides was miftaken, becaufe they fell not upon the D 
proper remedy,which wes to reduce the Law to the ulefulneffe and 
ee of ‘its firft intention, Bu this I intended not to have | 
en. | | : 
ar Our zeal muft never carry us beyond that which is fafe. Some 
there are,who in their firft atcemprts and entries upon religion,while 
the paffion, that brought them in,remains,undertake things as great 
as their higheft thoughts ; no repentance is fharp enough, no cha- 
rities expenfive enough, no faftings affli@tive enough, then totis 
Qutnguatritus orant ; and finding fome delicioufnefle at the firk | 
conteft, and in that activity of their paffion,; they make vowes to E. 
binde themfelves for ever to this ftate of delicacies. The onfet is : 
fair: but the event is this, The age of-a paffion is not long, and the 
flatulent {pirit being breathed out,the man begins to abate of his firft 
heats,and is afhamed; but then he confiders that all that was not ne- 
ceflary > and therefore he will abate fomething more and fram: 
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A fomething to fomething, at laft 1t well come to juft nothing, and the pro-\ Ssr, XIV. 
per effect of this is, smdignation, and hatred of holy things, an ae 
dent fpirtt, carelefenef[e or defparr, Zcal {ometimes carries a man in- 
'to-temptation ; and he that never thinks ‘he loves God dutifully or 
acceptably, becaufe he is not imprifon’d for him or undone, or de- 
fign’d to Martyrdome, may defire a triall that will undo him, Ir is 
like fighting of a Duel to {hew our valour. Stay till the King com: 
! mands you to fight and dic, and then let zeal do its nobleft offices, 
| This irregularicy and miftake was too frequent in the Primitive 
Church, when men and women would ftrive for death, and be am- 
B bitious to feel the hangmans {word; fome mifcarried in the attempr, 
and became fad examples of the unequall yoking a frail {pirit with 
a zealous driver. | | 
3. Let Zeal never tranfport us to attempt any thing Lut what 1s pof- 
fble, M,Terefa made a vow, that fhe would do always that,which 
was abfolutely the beft. But neither could ber snderfianding always 
tell her which was fo, nor ber will always have the fame fervours : 
_and it muft often.breed {cruples, and fometimes tedioufnefle, and 
| wifhes that the vow were unmade. He that vows never to have an 
| ill thought, never to commit an error, hath taken a courfe, that his 
'C little infirmities fhall become crimes, and certainly be imputed by 
_- | changing his unavoidable infirmity into vow-breach, - Zeal is a vio- 
lence toa mans fpirit, and unlefie the {pirit be {ecur’d by the pro- 
per nature of.the duty, and the circumftances of the aétion, and the 
poffibilities of che man ; it is like a great fortune in the meaneft per- 
fon, it bears him beyond his limit, and breaks him into dangers and 
paffions, tran{portations and all the furies of diforder that can hap- 
pen to an abufed perfon.. ; . : 
4. Zeal isnot fafe unleffe it be sz ze probabils too, it muft be in 
a likely matter. For we that find fo many excufes to untic all our 
D jutt obligations, and diftinguifh our'duty into fo much fineneffe, 
| that it becomes like leaf-gold apt to be gone at every breath; it can 
notbe prudent that we zealoufly undertake,what is not probable to be 
effected. If we do,the event can be nothing but portions of the former 
evil, fcruple and (nares, [bameful retreats and new fantaftick principles 
In all our undertakings we muft confider what is our ftate of life, 
what our naturall inclinations,what is our fociety,and what are our 
dependencies; by what neceifities we are born down,by what hopes 
we are biaffed; and by thefe let us meafure our-heats and their pro- 
'per bufineffe. A zealous man runs up a fandy hill ; the violence of 
E : motion is his greateft hinderance,and a paffion in religion deftroys 
as much of our evenneffe of {pirit, as it {ets forward any outward 
work; and therefore although it be a good circumftance and degree 
lof a {pirituall duty, fo long as it is within, and relative to God and 
our felves; fo long it isa holy Hame ; but if it be in an outward | 
| duty, or relative to our neighbours, iy inan inftance not neceflary, 
it 
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it fometimes {poils the ation, and alwayes endangers it, But I muft 
remembcr, we live inan age, in which men have more need of 
new fires to be kindled within them,and round about them, then of 
any thing to allay their forwardneffe : there is litle or no zeal now 
but the zeal of envie, and killing as many as they can, and damnin 

more then they can ; wu'paoig & xamvic wupdocas, . fmoke and lurk- 


| ing fires do corrode and {ecretly confume ; therefore this difcourfe 
is 


efile neceffary, A Phyfitian would have but {mall imployment 
necr the Riphean -Mountatns, if he could cure nothing bur Calen- 
tures ; Catarrhes, and dead palfies, Colds, and Confumptions are 
their evils, and {o is lukewarmnefie and deadneffe of {pirit, the pro- 
per maladies of our age : for though fome are hot, when they are. 
miftaken, yet men are cold in a righteous caule; and the nature of 
this evil is to.be infenfible, and the men are farther from a cure, de- 
caufe. they neither feel their evil, nor perceive their danger, But of 
this I have already given account: and to. it, Ifhall onely adde 
what an old {piricuall perfon told a govice in re ay asking him 
the caufe why he fo frequently fuffered tedioufnefle in his religi 
offices; Nondum vsdsfis requiem quam fperamus, nec tormenta qua 
tememus , Young man,thou haft not feen the so which are faid 
up for the zealous and devout, nor yet behel 
prepared for the lukewarm, and the haters of ftri& devotion, But 
the Jews tell that Adam having feen the beauties, and tafted the de- 
licacies of Paradife, repented and mourned upon the Indian Moun- 
tains for three hundred yeers together: and we who have a great 
fhare in the caufe of his forrowes, can by nothing be rat ny a 


_| perfevering,a great,a paffionate religion, more then by remembring 


what he loft, and what is laid up for them whofe hearts are burni 

lamps,and are all on fire with Divine love, whofe flames are fann’ 
with the wings of theholy Dove, and whole {pirits thine and burn 
with that fire,which the holy Jefus came to enkindle upon the earth, 


Ser- 
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i ae OR THE 
.| | EPICURES MEASURES. 


— Part. I, 


5 Cor, 15-32. faft part. 
Let us ecat and drink, forto morrow we die. 


IHis is the Epicutes Proverb, begun upon a 
| weak miftake ; ftarted by chance, from the 
w*} difcourfes of drink, and { Sor witty by the 
undifcerning company, and prevail’d infinite- 
ly, becaufe it ftruck their fancy luckily, and 
maintained the merry-mecting  butas it hap- 
' } pens commonly to fuch difcourfes, fo this 
wet. Fr teente! alfo, when it comes tobe examined by the 
_ | confultations of the morning, & the fober houts of the day, it feems 


the moft witleffe, and the moft unreafonable in the wotld, When 
Seneca,deicribes the {pare diet of Epicarus and (Atetrodorus, he ufes 


tale (upplictum, non tam angufte, qui occi{urus eft, pafcit, The pri- 
fon a a better table, a he that isto ki Pte criminal] to 

'__| morrow morning, gives him a better {upper over night. By this 
E | he intended to reprefent his meal to be very fhort; foras dying 
perfons have but little ftotnach to feaft high; fo they that mean 

to cut the throat will think it a vain expence t pleafe it with deli- 
caciesy which after the firft alteration muft be poured upon the 
sround, and looked upon as the worft part of the accurfed thing. 
And there isalfo the fame S of unreafonableneffe, — 

| 2 __ becaufe 


this expreflion ; Liberaliora funt alsmenta carceris: [epofitos ad capi-\ . 
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$u.XV. | becaufe men fhall dée to morrow, and by the fentence and unaltera-| A 
— ble.decree of God, they .are now defcending to their gtaves, that | 
therefore they fhould firft deftroy their reafon, and chen force dull 
time to run fafter, that they may die fortith as beafts, and {peedily | 
asa flie: But they thought there was no life after this ; or if there | 
were, it was without pleafure, and every foul thruft into a hole, 
and a dorter of a- {pans length allowed for his reft,and for his walk; 
and inthe fhades below no numbring of healths by the numerall 
letters of Philentum’s name, no fat Mullets, no Oyfters of Lucrsnus, 
no Lesbtan or (btan Wines, Tero capag dvbpwme wake sdugegive 
mauroyv, Therefore now enjoy the delicacies of Nature, and feel| p 
the defcending wines diftilled through the limbeck of thy tongue, 
and larynx, and fuck the delicious juice of fifhes, the Marrow of 
the laborious Oxe, and the tender lard of e4pulian Swine, and the | 
condited bellies of the fcarss; butlofe no time; for the Sunne 
drives hard, andthe fhadow is long, and the dayes of mourning are 
st hand,but the number of the dayes of darkneffe and the grave can- 
notbetold. — 
Thus they — they difcourfed wifely, and their wifdome 
was turned into folly ; for all their arts of providence, and witty 
fecurities of pleafure were nothing but unmanly prologues to death, | c 
fear, and folly, fenfualsty and beaftly pleafures, But they are to be 
excufed rather then we, . They placed themfelves in the order of 
beafts and birds, and efteemed their bodies nothing but recepta- 
cles of flefh and wine, larders and pantries ; and their foul the fine 
inftrument of aerate and brisk perception of relifhes and gufts, 
reflexions and duplications. of delight ; and therefore they treated 
_ , {themfelves accordingly. But then, why we fhould do the fame' 
things, who are led by other principles, and amore fevere inftitu-' . 
tion, and better notices of immortality, who underftand what {hall | 
happen to a foul hereafter, and know that this time is buta paf- D 
- 9 to eternsty, this Lody but a fervantto the foul, this foul a mi- 
nifter to the Sprrst, and the whole man in order to God and to fe- ! | 
licity ; this I fay is more unreafonable, then to eat aconité to pre-_ 
ferve our health, and to enter into the floud that we may diea dry 
death ; this isa perfect contradiction to the ftate of good tans , 
whither we are defigned, and to all the principles of a wife Philo- 
hy, whereby we are inftru€ted that we may become wie unto 
fatvation, -That I may therefore do fome aififtances towards the 
curing the miferies of mankinde, and reprove the follies and im- 


proper motions towards felicity, I endeavour to reprefent E 
to you, } | | 

I, That a and the pleafures of the world are no proper 
infiruments of felicity, - ‘. 


; 2. That intemperance isa certain enem to it : maki life une 
pleafant, and death troublefome and intolerable. a 


3. I 


A | 3; I-fhall adde the rules and nieafutes of temperance in eating 


B the herbs of the field, and of thefe no good man is deftitute, fot that 


not otherwife avoid ;: tay apxSytav &del6 #tonc t¢}, For it ts unima- 


C away, leaving ut and chance, violence and fludy, to feed us and td 
cloath us, ‘This 1s fo far from truth, that we ate certainly more | 


me we may fay it concerning our table, arid our wardrobe =f 
D if vot. a “of 


E . alfo wefecuro with guards ftom thems atid drive away bitds ant’ 


iby that tiiefcy that gives us al things, whith to othétcteathtes’ 
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and drinking, that nature and gtace inay foyne co the conftitution 
of mans feticity. : | 
1, Plenty and che pleafures of the world ate no propet infttu: 


ment of felicity, Ic is neceffary that a man have foine violerice | 


done to himfelf before he can teceive them: for Natures bounds 
are, wen efurtre, non fitsré, non algere, to be quit from hunger, and 
thirft, and cold, that is, to have nothing upon us that pits us to 
| pain ; againft which fhe hath made provifions by the fleece of the 
\ sheep, and the skins of beats, by the waters of the fountain, atid 


fhare that he can need to fill thofe appetites and necefficies, he can- 


ginable that Nature fhould be a mothet naturall and indulgent to 
the beafts of the Forreft, and the {pawn of fithes; to every plant and, 
fungus, to catsand owles, to moles and bats, making her ftore- 
_houfes alwayes to ftand open to theth, and that for the Lord of all 
 thefe, even to the nobdleft of her produétions fhe fhould have made 
| no provifions, and onely produc’d in us appetites fharpas the fto- 
mach of Wolves, troublefome as the Tigres hunget, and then ron | 


provided for by nature then all the world befides ; for every thing 
can muinifter to us; and we can paffe into noné of Natures cabi- 
nets, buc we can finde our table {pread: fo that what Daisd faid 
to God, whither {ball I go from thy prefence? If I goto heaven; 
thou art theres If I de{cenato the deep, thos art there alfo; If 1 take 
the wings of the morntag, and flee into the uttermoft' parts of the wil- 
dernefje, even there thom wilt finde mé out, and thy vight band fbail| 


we. go into the fields, we finde till’d by the mercies of | 
heaven, and water’d with fhowers from Ged to feed us and tw 
clothe us; if we go down into the deep; thete God hath mitri- 
plied our ftores;and fill’d a Magazine which no hunger can exhaisft; 


theair drops down delicacies, and the wildctneffe can {uftdin sz} 
and all that is in nature, chat which feeds Lions, and that which thet . 
| |Oxe eats; chat which tho fithes live upon, and chae which is the 


provifion for the birds, all chat can keep us alive; and if we cor- 
fider; that of the beafts.and birds, for whors Nature hath provided’ 
bar one difh; it miay be fleth or fifh, or herbs or flies, and thefe 


| beafts from that ptoviffon. which Naat mde for theth, yer fel- 
'dottie can we finde tha any of thefe perith-with hedge?’ tach ta- 
| chet thall we finde thar we are fecured by the fedutitics ptopet fot 
| the mote noble creatuses,by that ptovidante that difpoles all things, 
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—|Ser.XV. , are miniftred fingly; by that labour,that can procure what we need;; A 
by that wild ome,that cart confider concerning future neceffitiess by 
that power 5 that can force it from inferiour creatures; and by 
that temperance,which can fitour meat to our neceffities, For if we 
go beyond what isneedfull, as we finde fometimes more then was 
promifed, and very often more then we need, fo we diforder the 
certainty of our felicity, by putting that to a hazard which Nature 
hath fecur’d, For itis not certain, that if wee defire to have the 
wealth of Sufa, or, garments ftain’d with the blood of the Tyrian 
fifh , that if we -defire to feed like Philoxenus or to have tables 
loaden like the boards of Vitellsus, that we fhall never want. It is B 
not Nature that defires thefe things, but /eft and uolexces and by a 
'|difeafe we enter’d into the paffion and ‘the neceffity, and in that 
ftate of trouble it is likely we may dwell for ever, unleffe we reduce 
our appetites to natures meafure, : | 


Si ventri bent, fi laters eft, peditx{que tuts, nil 
 Divuitie poterunt Regales addere majus, 


Horace, 


And therefore it is that plenty and = ‘are not the proper in- 
ftruments of felicity, Becaufe felicity is not a jewell that can | C 
be lock'd in one mans cabinet, God intended that all men fhould be 
made happy, and he, that gave to all men the fame natural! defires, 
and to all men provifion of fatisfa¢tions by the fame meats and 
drinks, intended, that it (hould not go beyond that meafure of good 
things, which correfponds to thofe defires which all men naturally 
have, . | | a = 
He that cannot be {atisfied with common provifions,hath a bigger 
need then he that can ; it is harder,and more contingent, and more 
difficult,and more troublefome, for him to be fatisfieu ; Bruaila ra 
[C10 copa riovad er Jats x, apleo XpeeewG. we gonle'w rai's ex “ro- D 
AvleAciag iD ovals laid Epicurus, I iced {weetly upon bread & water, 
thofe {weet and cafie provifions of the body,and I defie the pleafures 
of coftly provifions ; And the man'was fo contident-that he had the | 
advantage over wealthy tables,that he thought himfelf happy as the | 
immortal Gods, érolpws Py avr e Ait Umwep tudauscvlac DiayaulTe- | 
Sar, uaCay ey wv, x 0dap : For thefe provitiors are eafie, they are’ 
to.be gotten without amazing cares; no man needs to flatter, if he 
Spas. can live as‘ Nature did intend :. A¢agna pars I:bertatis eft bene moratus 
| verter : he need not {well his accounts, and intricate his {pirie with 
arts of fubtlety and contrivance, he can be free from fears 3and the F 
chances of the world cannot concern him, And thisis true, not one- 
ly in thofe fevere and Avachoreticall and Philofopbicall perfons, who 
lived meanly asa fheep, and without variety as the Baptzsft, but in 
the fame proportion it is alfo true in every man that can be conten- 
ted with that which is honcftly fufficient. A4aximus Tyrtus confi- 
— ders 


eee, 
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A ders concerning the felicity of Dsogenes, a poor Synopean, having Ser. XV. 


not fo much nobility as to be born in the better parts of Greece s 
but he {aw that he was compell’d by no Tyrant to {peak or do igno- 
‘bly ; he hadno fields to till, and therefore took no care to buy cat- 
tell, and to hire fervants; he-was not diftracted when a rent-da 
came,and fear’d not when the wife Greeks play'd the fool and fought 
who fhould be Lord of that field chat lay between Thebes and _A- 
thens ; he laugh’d to fee men {cramble for dirty filver, and {pend 
| 10000 Attsck talents for the getting the revenues of 200 Philsppics; 
he went with his ftaffe and bag into the camp oo Phocenfes, and 
* the fouldiers reverenc’d his perfon and defpiicd his poverty, and it 
was truce with him whotoever had wars ; and the Diadem of Kings, 
and the Purple of the Emperors, the Mitre of high Priefts, and the 
dvining flatte ot footh{ayers were things of envic and ambition, the 
purchafe ot danger, and the rewards of a mighty paffion; and 
‘men enter’d into them by trouble and extreme difficulty, and dwelt 
‘under them as a man under a falling roof, or as Damocles under thé 
Tyrants {word, 


Nunc laters txcambens-—-mox deinde {upinus; 
C Nunc cubat in factem, nunc reto peBore furgens; 
pettote furgens 


Sleeping like a condemned man; and let there bee what pleafure 
men can dream of ‘in fuch broken flumbers, yet the fear of wa- 
king from this‘ illuifion, and patting from this -phantaftick pleafure, 
is a pain and torment which the imaginary felicity cannot pay 
for. (Cut cum paupertate Lene convenst, dives eff 3 non qui parum 
hatet, (ed qus plus cupit, pasper eft. All our ttouble is from within 
us; and it a difh ot lettice anda clear fountain can cool all my 
‘heats, fo that I fhall have neither thirft nor pride, luff nor revenge, | 
_ eavienor ambition, Tam lodg’d in the bofome of felicity; and in- 
| deed no men fleep fo foundly, as they that Jay their head upon Na- 
tures lap, For a {ingle difh and clean chalice lifted from the {prings, 
can cure my hunger and thirft; but the meat of: Abafuerus feaft 
cannot fatishle my ambition and my pride. Nulla re egere, Det 

| proprium ; qudm pauct Stmis aatem, Deo proximum, {aid Socrates. He 
jtherefore that hath the feweft defires and the moft quiet paffions, 
whole wants are foori .ptovided for, arid whofe poffeffions can- 
not be difturbed with violent fears, he that dwels next door to fa- 
tisfaction, and cdn carty hisneeds and lay chem down where hee 
E  pleafe, this man is the nappy man, and this isnot to be donc in’ 
great defignes, and {welling fortunes, Dives jam fatusdefiit gau- 
dere .lente, Carins edit & bebit, & latatur dives, quam pauper, Gut 

in quolibet, in parato, 1n itnempto gaudet, @ facile epulart potelt, 
dives nuhquam, For as it is in plants which Nature thrufts forth 
fron her navell,. fhe makes regular provifions, and dreffes pic’ 

| , fe a yd Ss win |. 
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with {trength and ornament, with eafineffe and a full ftature;; bus; A 
if you thruft a Jeffamine there where fhe would have had a Daifie 


ralland proper, nature feeds them and makes them healthfull and 
lufty, as the courfe iffue of the Scythian Clown ; fhe feeds them and 


makes them eafie without cares and coftly paffion ; but if you thruft 


Quis non ‘Epicarum 


ry 


Suppictt, exigut latum plantarstus borts 2 

If men did but know, what felicity dwells in the cottage of a 
vertuous = man, how {ound his fleeps, how quiet his breaft,how. 
compofed his minde, how free from care, how eatfie his provifion, 
how healthfull his morning, how fober his night, how moift his: 
mouth, how joyfull hisheart, they would never adinire the noifes 
and the difeafes, the throng of paffions, and the violence of unna- | 
turall appetites, that fill the houfes of the luxurious, and the heart | 

df the ambitious, 3 | 


Nam neque divitibus contingunt gaudia folss, 


Thefe which you call pleafures are but the imagery and phantaftick 
appearanccs, and {uch appearances even | grodanpe may have, Jt#s 
lake felicity that the King of Perfia fhould come to Babylon, in the 
winter, and to Sefa in the fummer;.and be attended with all the fer- E 
vants of 127 Provinces, and with ell the Princes of fea, It 1 leke 
this, that Diogenes went to Corinth in the time of vintage, and to 
Athens when winter came, and in ftead of Courts, vifited the Tem- 
ples and the Schools, and was plicated in thefociety of Scholars 
and learned men, and converfed with the Studentsof all Afaand 


a 
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1A | kuxqpe. Li a man loves privacy, the poor forme can have that Sax.X¥, 
when Princes-canpats i he loves neites, he can go to; cMaxtets and 
to Couris, and may glus hinifelf wich ftrange taces, and ftrange 
voyces, and {tranger manacts, and the wilde defignes of all the 
world; and when-that day comes in which we fhall die, nothing 
of the caung and drinking semains,nothing of the pomp and luxury; 
bur the forrew to pert wath it,and fhame ta have dwelt there wheic 
wi(dome and vertue feldome comes, unieffe it be to call men to fo- 
ber countels, toa plain anda fevere and more naturall way of Ji- 
Man 5 and when Laczas derides the dead Princes and Generalls: 
and fayes that in hell they go up and down felling tale meats and 
crying Mufiels, or begging ; and he brings in Phslsp of Macedon; 
be yond! Tat L095 axsuaves Ta aaleg 7 uwodysctay, mending 
of thooes in a little ftall; he incended to reprefent,that in the fhades 
below and in the ftace of the grave, the Prazces and voluptuous have 
a being different from their prefent plenty, bue that their condi- 
tion is made contemptible and miferable by its difproportion to 
their loft and perifhing volupruoufneffe. The refule is this, that 77- 
vefias told the Ghoft of Adeseppas enquiring what ftate of life was 
nearefito felicity, 67 Dieras descc@ B/G x, owppavtsep@, The 
C | private life, that which is freeft trom tumult and vanity, noife and 
uxury, bufineffe and ambition, nearcft to nature and a juft en- 
tertainment to our necefguies; that life is neareft to felicity. 
Tosca ra Atiegy hynceperGu vir0 Syov kd reve @ Snedoy, Sra, 
vO waegy ty Slut G, waeK dO sLns PEAY Ve WOAAR,A, WEE) pnd dy 
dowudaxws, Therefore defpife the {wellings and the difeafes of a 
difordered life, anda proud vanity ; be troubled for no outward 
thing beyond its merit, enjoy the prefent temperately, and you can- 
not thoofe but be pleafed to fee, thar you have fo little fhare in the 
follies and mileries of the intemperate world. | 
D 2, Jatemperance tn eating and drinking 15 the moft contrary courfe 
to the Epicures defigne tn the world; and the voluptuous man hath the 
leaft of pleafure; and upon this propofition, the confidetation is 
| {more meteriall and more immediately reducible to pradtife, be- 
caufe in eating and drinking men pleafe themfelves {o much, and 
have the neceflities of Nature to uther in the inordination of glut- 
tony and drunkenneffe, and our need Jeads in vice by the hand, that 
we know not how to diftinguifh our friend from out enemy ; and 
St. eA ufltn is fad upon this poiot; Thos O Lord baft taught me that 
| T fhould take my mest asi take my Phyfick, but while I paffe from 
E | the trouble ef er to the qutetnefje of fatesfattiox 5; in the very} 
pafage I ams infnared Ly the cords of my own concupi(cence; Ne- 
| cefisty beds me paffe, Lut I have no way i pale from 85 to ful- 
neffe, bat over the bridge of pleafure ; although health and life 
be the cuufe of eating sud drinking , yet pleafure, 4 dangerous plea- 
fure tbrufs ber {elf into attendance, and fometimes endeavours te 
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be the principal, and I do that for pleafures fake which I would onely 


do for health ; and yet they have dsfisn& meafares, whereby they can be 


| feparated, and that which 1s gr for bealth ss too lettle for de- 


light, and that which is for my delight deftroyes my health, and fill 
2 is uncertain for what end 7 do indeed defire 5 and the work of 
the evil 1s this, that the foul ss glad becaufe st 18 uncertain, and 
that an excufe 1s ready, that under the pretence of health, Obumbret 
negotium voluptatis., the defigne of pleafure may be advanced and 
protected, How farre the ends of naturall pleafure may lawfully 
be enjoyed, I fhall afterwards confider ; In the mean time, if we 
remember that the Epicures defigne is pleafure préctpally, we may 
the better reprove his folly by confidering, that intemperance 1s 
; plain deftruction to all that, which can give reall and true plea- 
ure. | 

1, Itisan enemy to health, without which it is impoffible to 
feel any thing of corporall pleafure, 2. A conftant full table hath 


the Labourer, or the Philofophicall table of Scholars, and the juft 
ures of the vertuous. 3. Intemperance is an impure fountain 


AOf vice, and.a dire&t nurfe of uncleannefle. 4, It is a deftruction 


of wifdome. 5. It isa difhonour and difreputation to the perfon 
and the nature of the man. = 

It 1s an enemy to health; whichis as one calls it; safe voluptatum 
GC? condimentam vite ; it is that handle by which we can apprehend, 
and perceive pleafures,and that {auce that onely makes life delicate; 
for what content can a full table adminifter to a man in a feaver > 
and he that hatha fickly ftomach admires at his happineffe,that can 
feaft with cheefe and garlick, un@sous breuxages and the low tafted 
fpinage : Health isthe opportunity of wifdome, the faireft {cene of 
Religion,the advantages of the glorifications of God,the charitable 
miniiteries to men; it is a ftate of joy and thank{giving,and in every 
of its period feels a pleafure from the bleffed emanations of a mer- 
cifull providence. The world does not minifter,does not fesl a grea- 
tcr pleafure, then to be newly delivered from the racks or the gra- 
tings of the {tone,and the torments and convulfions of a fharp colick: 
and no Organs, no Harp, no Lute can found out the praifes of the 
Almighty Father fofpritefully,as the man that rifes from his bed of 
forrowes, and confiders what an excellent difference he feels from 
the groans and intolerable accents of yefterday. Health carries usto 
Church and makes us rejoyce in the communion of Saints; and an 
intemperate table makes us to lofe all this. For this is one of thofe ' 
fins, which St. Pas! affirms to be wedd\nAa nega yuoas tic xe low, 
manifeft, leading before unto judgement. It bears part of its pu- 
nifhment in this life,and hath this appendage like the fin againft the 
holy Ghoft, that it is not remitted in this world, nor in the world 
to come 3 that is, if it be not repented of, it is punifhed here and 


in it letfe pleafure then the temperate provifions of the Hermite, or } 


D 


here- 


Lhe Houfe of Feafting. idg 
AA hereafter, which the Sctipeute does not affirni concerning all fins, Sen, XV: 
and all cafes, :.. | 

' But in this the finner gives fentcnce with his mouth, and brings 
it to execution with his hands; 


Penstameny, prefens cam tw deponis amifum 
 Turgidus, & crudum pavonem tn balnea pertas, 


. The old ghuttons among the Romans, Heltogabalus, Tigellins, Crifpus; 

Montanss, noteqs per opprda bucce, famous Epicurcs, mingled theit 

B meats with vomitings ; 10 did “tells, and enter’d into theit baths 

to digeft their Phetants, that they might {peedily temrn to the 

Mullet and che Eelcs of Syése, and : they went home and 

drew their breath fhort till the morning, and it may be not at al! 
before night, — 


Hine fubste mortes, atq; snteflata (enetins: 


| Their age is futprifed ata feaft; and gives them not tinie to rake | 


Plorimus bine ager morstur vigilands : fed slam 
Languerem peperst cibus smperfetus, havens 
> Ardent: ftomacho ———- : 


——— "Ey ovre woAAdy Fis yoddde waeyuy 
Kai brig Aaiyra, x 4d reac’ sy ovle war dreds 
“ES ovr u, Abyovrad, Evy’ vend rig Dovig, 


men to be pitied; that we daily fee men afraid of death with a moft 
a ae Matt Sate aaa ee ata ne das, MOET ic 
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Serx.XV. | intolerable a prehenfion, and yet increafe the evil of it, the pain, | A 


and the trouble, and the {uddenneffe of its coming, and the appen- 
dage of an unfufferable eternity. aa 


Rem (lruere exoptant céfo bouie Mercuritmy; 
eArceffunt fibra ko | 


They pray forherds of cattell, and {pend the breeders upon feafts 
and fatrifices, For why do men go to Temples and Churches, and 
make vowes to God and daily prayers, that God would give them 
a healthfull body, and take away their gout and their palties, their 
teavers and apoplexies, the pains of the head and the gripings of the | 
belly,and arife omaha prayers and pour in loads of flefh and feas 
of wine, left there fhould not be matter enough fora lufty difeafe > 


_ -Pofcis opem neruis, corpaq; fidele feneia. | 
Efto age, fed grandes pating tucetaq; craffa 
Annuere his (uperos vetuere, Fovemqs morantur, 


* Bur it is enough that the rich glutton fhall have his dead body 
candited and embalmed ; he may be allowed to ftink and fuffer | _ 
corruption while he is alive; Thefe men are for the prefent /:vsng C 
finners and walking rottennefje,and hereafter will be dying penstents and 
perfumed carcaffes, and their whole felicity is loft in the confufions of 
their unnaturall diforder. When Cyrus had efpied Affyages and his 
fellowes coming. drunk from a banquet loaden with. variety of 
follies and filehineffe, their legs failing them,their eyes red and fta- 
ring, coufened with a moift cloud, and abufed by.a doubled object, 
their tongues full as {punges, and their heads no wifer, he thought 
they were poxfoned, and he had reafon ; for what malignant qualicy | 
can be more venomous and hurtfull to a man then the effet of an D 
intemperate goblet, and a full ftomach ? it poyfons both the foul ' 
and body. All poyfons donot kill prefently, and this will in pro- 
ceffe of time, and hath formidable effects at prefent. | 

But therefore me thinks the temptations, which men meet with- 
all from without, are in therfelves moft unreafonable and foonett | 
confuted by us. He that tempts me to drink beyond my meafure, | 
civily invites me toa feaver ; and to lay afide my reafon as the Per- 
fian women did their garments and their modefty at the end of 
feafts: and all the queftion then will be, which is the worfe evil, to 
refufe your ongjvil kindneffe, or to fuffer a violent headach, orto 
lay up heaps big enough for an Exglsfb furfert. Creon in the Trage- 
dy faidwell, a | 


_ Kpeoooy4 poor vo? TOG T AHME Oat, Fly, - | 
| *H MaeAlaxidend Js$e oy priya S tv6s¥5 : 
. | This: 
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A £0 33 better for me to grieve thee Q flrangers or ta be affronted Ly thee, Sak, RY. 
them to be tormented hy shy — the next day and Festa 31. sai 
and the freed max of Domstsas the Father of Nero fuffeged himfelf |' 
|to. be kil’d by his Lord; and the fonne of Prexalpes by Cembyfes; 
rathet then they would exceed their own meafures up to a tull 
insempetance, and a certain ficknefle, and difhgnout, Fort, (as 
Pigtasch laid well ) to aveid the opinion of an uncivil man, ot be- 
ing clownifh, to sun into a pain of thy fides ot belly, into mad- 
netle ox 4 head-ach, is the patt of 4 fool anda caward; and of 
'. joe that knowes not how to converfe with men cetra pucula G ni- 
B | doxem, in any thing bug in the famelick {mels of meat and vettigi- 
| | mous drinkings) a 


Ebrigs & petulans, qust sa forte ceckdsts 
Dat pends, noftem patitar lugenté amicam 


Baeose 


| Qaantyin Lavfeia tibgbat; 
D | As anich wine as. would fefrefh the forrowes of 40 languifhing 
"| prifoners y or les him fet up his vain-glorious triumph, 

ae gard multi Damals$ mers 

Baffum Torescia vicst ammftide,. 


That beat kvock'd down Damali with dhe 452 bole and hath 
out-feafted Anthony Ox Cleopacra’s \uxuty 3 1 is a goodly pleafure | 
and himfelf shall bear the honour. , 


——— L—-—- Raysem G memorable Magus: 
Guttaris exemplym, conducendifg, magzfer. 


But for the honour of his ban wet he hath fome miniftets attending 
that he did not dream of; and in the midft of his loud laughter, 
the gripes of the belly, and the ~~ of the brain; Palor & 
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| Sur.XV- gene pendula, oculorum slcera, tremule manus, furtales fomnt, inqucs| A 
| noerna, as Pliny reckons them, paleneffe and hanging cheeks, ulcers 
of the eyes, and trembling hands, dead or diftratted fleeps, thefe {peak. 
aloud, that to day you eat and drink, that te morrow you may die, and. 
di¢-for ever. - | 
Ie is reported concering Socrates, that when ef thens was de- 
ftroyed by the plague, he in the midft of all the danger efcaped 
untouched by fickneffe, becaufe by a {pare and fevere diet, hee had. 
within him ‘no tumult of diforderly humours, no faétions in his 
bloud, no loads of moifture prepared for charnell houles, or 
the fickly hofpitals ; but a vigorous heat, and a well proportioned | 
radicall ‘moifture ; he had enough for health and fludy, Phelofophee 
and Religioz, for the Temples and the Academy, but no fuperfiuities 
to be {pent in groans and fickly nights: And all the world of glut- 
tons is hugely convinced of the excellency of temperance in order to 
our temporall felicity and health,becaute when themfelves have left 
| vertue, and fober diet,and counfels, & firft loft their temperance,and 
then loft their health, they were forc’d to run to temperance, & abfti- 
Inence for their cure, V#lzs entm tenui(q; menfa (ut loquuntur puers ) fa- 
nitatis mater eft, Then, athin diet and a humbled body, fafting and 
emptineffe, and arts of sane agi fin and fickneffe, is in feafon; 
but by the fame means they might preferve their health, by which 
they do reftore it; but when they are well, if they return to their 
fall tables and oppreffing mieals, their fickneffe was but like ¥7- 
tellius vomiting, that they might eat again; but fo they may en- 
tail a fit of fickneffe upoh every full moon, till both their vertue 
and themfelves decreafe into the corruptions and rottenneffe of the- 
srave, Butif they delight in fharp feavers and horrid potions, 
in fowre palats and heaps of that which muftbe carried forth, 
they may reckon their wealthy pleafures to be very great and ma-| _ 
ny, if they will but tell chem one by one with their fickneffes and, py 
the multitude. of thofe evils they fhall certainly feel ‘before they 
have thrown their forrowes forth Thefe men (as St. Paul's ex- 


Chryfoft. 


C 


' | preffion is) heap up wrath againft the day of wrath, and the revela- 
| ton ‘A the day of Gods moft righteous judgements, Stran é therefore 
: it is that forthe ftomach which is {carce a {pan long, there fhould. 

|be provided fo many furnaces ‘and ovens, huge fires and an army 

' {of cooks 5. cellats [wimming with wine, and granartes {weating 

) 1 with corn; and that into one belly fhould enter the vinta eof 

t ‘many Nations, the {poils of diftant Provinces, and the fhell- thes | 

' of feverall feas. When the Heathens feafted their Gods, they gave E 

| _}nothing but a fat oxe, aram, ora kid, they, poureda little wine | 

. {upon the Altar, and burned a handfull of gum; but when they 

| | feafted them{elves, they. had many veffels fill’d with Campanian 

| ~~ |wine, turtles of Liguria, Sicilian. Leeves, and wheat from Egypt, 
| wilde boass. from Z/riutt,-and Grecian fheep, varicty, and load, | 
me and | 
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| | and coft, and curiofity - and fodo we. Icis fo little we {pend in ‘Six, XV ; 
| ‘Religion, and fo very much upon our felves, {0 litle to the poor, 
eand {0 without meafute to make our felves fick, that we feem to 
‘be in love with our own mifchief,. and fo paffionate for neceffity 
and want,thac we ftrive all the ways we can to make our felves need 
more then Nature intended, I end this confidetation with the fay- 
ing of the Cystcs It isto be wondeted at, that men eat fo much for 
 pleafure fake 5; and yet for the fame eae fhould not give over 
_ eating, and betake themfelves to the delights of temperance, fince 
1, ‘tobe healthful and holy is fo gteata pleafure. However, cettain 

' itis that no man ever-repented, that he atofe from the table fobet; 
| healchfull, and with his wits about him ; but very miany have re- 

ented, that they face fo long; rill their bellies {welleds and their 
Pr alths and their vertee, and theit God is departed fromthem;: 


4 


an  Ser- 


ee 
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SERMON XVI. 
| Part I. | 


SS — - B 
\2, A Conftant full Table w leffe pleafant then the temperat provifi- | 


ons of the vertuous, or the naturall banquets of the poor, Xaers 
TH Uanacla Quon, Ort Ta avayxala énoinoey euTO ELS e, | 
|ta 4 dyomiesca bx avalnava, laid Epscurus, Thanks be to the God of 
Nature, that be bath made that which ts nece[[ary to be ready at band, and 
eafie to be had, and that which cannot eajily be obtained, % not ne: 
ceffary it [bould bee at all; which in effect isto fay, It cannac bee 
| conftantly pleafans ; for xece/fsty and want makes the appetite, and 
the apperite makes the pleafure ; and men are infinitely miftaken 
when they defpife the poor mans Table, and wonder how he can 
endure that life, that is maintain’d without the exerfe of pleafure, 
and that he can fuffer his dayes labour, and recompen(e it with 
unfavory herbs, and potent garleek, with watcr-creffes, and bread |. 
colour’d like the afhes that gave it hardneffe ; he hath a hunger 
that gives ic delicioufneffe ; and we may as well wonder that a 
Lyon eats raw flefh,or that a Wolfe feeds upon the turfe,they have 

an appetite proportionable to this meat,and their xece/fzty,and their 
hunger, and their sfe, and their zature are the Cooks that dreffe their 
provifions, and make them delicate: And yet if water and pulfe, 5 
naturall provifions, and the fimple diet were not pleafant, as in- 
deed they are not tothem, who have been nurfed up and accufto-| 
medto the more delicious, fred wAviay 8x #0 HOeai paxov, yet it: 

is a very great pleafure to reduce our appetites to Nature, and to, 
make our reafon rule our ftomach, and our defires comply with. 
our fortunes, and our fortunes be proportionable to our perfons. 
|Now eff voluptas aqua © polenta, é; faid a Philofopher ) .fed (um- 

ma voluptas eft, poffe'ex hw capere voluptatem, It is an excellent 
pleature to be able to take pleafure in worts and water, in bread _ 
and onions ; for then a man can never want pleafure when it isfo E- 
ready for him, that Nature hath fpread it over all its provifions, 
Fortune and Art gives delicacies; Nature gives meat and drink ; | 
and what zature gives, fortune cannot take away; but every change 

can take away what onely is given by the bounty of a full for- ' 
tune; and if in fatisfaction ant freedome from care, and fecurity 
ee | and 


A and proportions te our!oven-haturall appetite; there can ba 


from poverty ora humble Table; 
ub lare panpermn | RP es 


C\ But howayer, af all the thing in thé warldsa neki sie} bef ind mot 


bimielf and his wiiole Army were compeil’d by -thitft to’ yeald 
_| Shemlelves to bondage ; but when the wihe was funk as faire ashis| 
nayel,the pleafure was gone,and {o was hidkingdome and his libex:| 
a 3 for shough the forrow dwels with.a mau’ peitinaciqufly, ‘yer'| 

e 


Scholats, mey converte {weacly, and até of penfea temper and | 
Pp 


| delicacie of 
man 1s. fatced.to lie long in bed; and 


fure, then we may know to value the: ober and ‘natural Fables 


| 
| 


eas |. 
| Si. KVIey | 


| net agai bis Maker: fball-.fall iuso the calamities of .intempe- 


Jam. 2.6, 


to an intemperate table, have framed to themfelves a manner of li- 


nce, which coming froma man whole paffions are made big ' 
with fenfualicy and an habituall folly, by pride and forgettulnefie } 
of thecondition and miferies of mankind, are alwayes smresfonable, 


and fomerimes entolerable. E 


o 


" ———veguflatum dsgrto terebrare falinum i 

| Contentus perages, fs usvere cum Fove tends, 

Formidable is the ftate of an intemperate man,whofe fin begins with 
i _| fee 4 se fenfualzty, 


slit, (oes — ee 
a 
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a a a 
A fenfualsty, and grows up in. folly and weak ds{courfes, and is fed by vi0-, Suan, XVI. 


lence and applauded by fools, and parafites, full bellres; and empty 
' beads, fervanis and flatterers, whole hands are full of flefb and blood, 
!and their bearts empry of pity and.naturall compaffion ; where reli- 
gion cannot inhabit, and the love of God muft needs be a ftranger; 
whole talk is loud, and trifling, injurious and impertinent ;. and 
whofe imployment is the fame with the work of the fheep or the 
calf, alwayes toeat; their loves are the Lofts of the lower belly; and 
their portion is in the lower xégions to cternall ages, where their 
| thirft, and their hunger, and their torment fhall be infinite, | 
4 —— is a perfect deftruction of Wildome. Mey si 
| yeonp Aenloy 8 rixles vOoy,.a full gorg’d belly never ptoduc’d a 
iprigntly mind ;: and therefore thefe kind of menare called yas¢pec 
apya), flow bellies, {o St. Peul concerning the intemperate (Yetians 
out of their own Poet: they are like the Tigres of Brafl, which 
| when they are empty. are bold, and {wift, and full of fagacity, but 
| being full, fneak away from the barking of a village dog. So are 
thefe men, wife in the morning, quick and fit for bufineffe bur 
when the Sun gives the figne to {ptead the tables; and intemperance 
brings in the meffes, and: drunkenneffe fills the bouls, then the 
C man falls away and leaves.a beaft in his room ; nay woite; vines 
pecau'ytves, they ‘are dead. all bur their throat and belly, fo Ari- 


Plotinus defcends one ftep lower yet 3 affirming?! {uch perfons, <-ro- 
DewDpcobtivas, they are made trees, whole whole imployment and life 
| is nothing but to:feed and fuck juices from the bowels of their Nurfe 
and Mother ; and indeed commonly they talk as trees ina winde 
and tempeft,the noife is great and querulous, but it fignifies nothing 
_|bur trouble and difturbance, 4 full meal ss like Stfera’s banquet, at 
the end of which there is a nail ftruck intoa mans head: #&¢ euyx0a- 

D | adow % Siovxal yrton thy duydy weds tiv 1B owpal@. dabaauow, 
fo Porphyrie it knocks a man down, and nails his foul to the fen- 
fuall mixtures of the body. For what wifdome can be expeéted 
from them; whofe foul dwels in clouds of meat, and fioats.up and 
down in wine, like the fpilled cups which fell from their hands, 
when they could lift them to their heads no longet 2 woArAdxis 96 
dy ols xvpaci ts vevayes : It is a perfect fhipwrack of a Man, the 
Pelot is drunk and the helm dafh’d in pr and the fhip firft reels, 
and by {wallowing too much is it {elf {wallowed up at laft, And 


therefore the Nauts Agrigentina, the madneffe of the young fellows 
E | of Agrigentum, who being drunk, fancyed themfelves in a ftorme, 
aud t ufe. the fhip ; was more then the wilde fancy of theit 
cups; it was really fo, they were all caft aways they were broken in 
pieces by the foul diforder of the ftorm. | | 
Hine vini atque fomni degener ds(cordsas 
Libido fordens, swverecundus lepos; 


flopbanes hath titted them with a character, carkaffes aleve half way ;| 


Varieg, |. 
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Sax. XVI. _— Variegque peftes langusdoram fenfunm, TA 
| _ Hine frequents marcids obletiamine | : 
Scintilla mentissntorpefcet nobslss, 
Animafque pigris flertit in precordsts, . 


The fenfes languifh, the fpark of Divinity that dwels withithin is 
quenched, and the mind {norts, dead with fleep and fulneffe in the 
fouler regions of the belly. rr er 
_. So have I feen the eye of the world looking upon a fenny bottom, 

_ \and drinking up too free draughts of moifture, gather'd them into a 
_ {cloud, and that cloud crept about his face, and made hum firft look} p 
red, and then cover’d him with darkneffe and an artificial night : fo 


wnwholefome cloud; they are dull af hearing,flow in apprehention, 
‘and:to ation they are as unable asthe hands of a childe, whotoo 

| haftily hath:broken the inclofures of his firft dwelling. 

Bur temperance is.reafons girdle;and paffions bridle, aule pe gmais, 
{o Homer in Stobeus, that’s. cwppoau' a, prudence ts fafe, while the man 

is tenperate, and therefore owppay is oppofed rg yeA/geon, 4] . 
temperate max 1s no fool, for temperance is aa nina {uch as 
Plato appointed to:night-walkers,a prifon to reftrain their inordina-| 
H1ONS 5 itis paluen sfuyns, as Pythagaras calls it; xpralcaperins, fo 
Socrates; xhouG@.ayclor.mdsiws, {0 Plato; aaparda zh! x2ArAlcay 
eZeer, {o Lamblicus, It is the firength of the faul, the foundation of 
vertue, the ornament af all good things, and the corrabonative of all ex- 
cellent hatsts, — | a 
ee are pene! | 7 5. After 
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| difhonour, and difreputation to the nature, and the perion, andthe 
Manners of a Man. But naturally men are afhamed of it, and the 
needs ot nature fhall be the vail for their glutcony,and the night (hall 
cover their drunkenneff{e.T dy fi € arvdupeova O40, 7'0 » bse gy Bee ista- 
Aera, which the Apoitle rightly renders, 7; hey that ure drunk are 
drunk 12 the mght 5 but the Priefts of Helrepelss never did factifice to 
the S#z with wine , meaning, that this is {o great a difhonour, that 
the Sun ought not to {ee it ; and they thar think there is no othe eye 
‘p | bucthe Sun that fees them, may cover their fhame by choofing their 
time ; juft as children do their danger b winking hard, and not 
looking on, SxuSiZey x, Coe gree cy mieiv x, Servers geyei'v, To drink 

_ {weet drinks and hot, to quatfe great draughts, and to eat greedily s 
| Theophraftus makes them chara¢ters of a Clown, 
And now that I have told you the foulneffe of the Epicures fea fts 
and principles, it will be fit that I defcribe the meatures of our eat. 
ing and drinking, that the needs of nature = neither become the 
cover to an intemperate difh, nor the freer refrefhment of our per- 
| fons be changed into {cruples, that neither our vertue nor out con- 
{cience fall into an evil {nare. 
-I, The firft meafure of our eating and drinking is our natural needs, 
pANTe AY Y xATE Capa, UATE T2CST eas xera Yuyav; thele arc 
the meafures of nature, that the body be free from pain, and the 
foul from violence. Hunger, and thivff, and cold are the natural] 
difeafes of the body ; and food, and raiment, are their remedies, 
‘and therefore are the meafutes, 


in quantum fitis atque fimes; @ fri gord pofcunt, 


Quantum Epicure tibs paris fuffecit in hortss; 


But in this there are two cautions; - r. Hunget and thitft ate only 
to be extinguifhed while they are violent and troublefome, and ate 
not to be provided for to.the uemoft extent and poilibilities of na- 
ture ; a man is not hungry {fo long, till he can eat no more, but rill 
| its fharpneffe and trouble is over, and hé that does not leave fome 
| referves for tem rance, gives all that he can to zature, and nothing: 
at allto grace ; For God hathgiven a latitude in defires and degrees 
of appetite ; and when he hath done, he laid reftraint upon it in 
fome whole inftances,and of {ome parts in every inftance; that man 
might have fomething to ferve God of his own, and fomething to 
E diftinguith him froma beaft in the ufe of theit comimon facultics. 
| Beafts cannot refrain bue fill all the capacity,when they can ; and if 
‘aman does fo, he does what becomes a beaft, and nota man, And 
| therefore there are fome little | ai of this inordination, by 
[which a man may perceive himfelfto have tranfgreffed his meafures: 
: Kyiatton; uneafie loads, finging , loofer pratings, importune dr om fs- 


~.. Ke 


5. After all this,I fhall the leffe need to addjthat intempctance isd Sep. XVI. 


€3.. pthc tin ota She 
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eu. XVI. xelfe, provocation of otbers to equall and full chalices; and thoughim 
every accident of this fignification, it is hard for another to pro- 
nounce that the man hath finned, yet by thefe he may fufped& him- 
{elf, and learn the next time to hold the bridle harder. a. 
2. This bunger muft Le natwrall, not artificialland provoked; For 
many micn make neceffities to themfelves, and then think they are 
bound to provide for them. Itis necefflary to fome men to have 
garments made of the calabrian Heece, ftain’d with the blood of the 
mureX, and to get money to buy pearls round and orient 3 {celerata 
hoc fecit pulpas but it isthe mans luxury that made it fo; and by 
the fame principle it is, that in meats, wh ats abundant to Nature} p 
is defective and beggerly to art, and when Nauure willingly rifes 
from Table, when the firft courfe of flefh,plain and natural! 1s done, 
then art, and fophiftry, and adulterate difhes invite him to tafte and 
' Chryfoft. dic, aty pe riG dopady aalenes poly ps mye Tig yig xu'ar opeey 3 well 
may a {ober man wonder that men fhould be fo much in love with 
earth and corruption, the parent of rottenneffe, and a difcafe, that 
even then when by all lawes wétches and sachantersymurderers and man- 
ftealers are chaftifed and reftrain’d with the iron hands of death, yet 
that men fhould at great charges give penfions to an orderof men, 
wholc trade it is to rob them of their temperance,and wicttily to de- 
ftrov their health; xaragere’’s 4 yamalhAss x tTh5 ex TN ying | 
xevcAoysrrac, the Greek Fathers cail tuch perfons 5 


curve in terris anime celeftium tnants, 


people bowed down to the earth; levers of pleafi ures more then lo- 
* Viz.ab Are-| vers of God:. * eAretinas mentes,{o Antidamus calls them, men fra- 


.805 unde ficut < ; * ° e . ee ° e 
ie hie End. med in the furnaces of Etruria, Aratine fpirzts, beginning and end- 


ive figuints \ingin flefh and filthinefle ; dirt and clay all over. But go to the : 
tetacea vafa | Crib thou glutton, and there it will be found that when the charget py 
| Romam defe- | - : : 
lye baut: is clean, yet natures rules were not prevaricated ; the beafteats up. 
| all his provifions becaufe they are natural and fimplesor if he leaves | 
any, it is becaufe he defires no more then till his needs be ferved ; 
‘and neither can a man ( unleffe he be difeafed in body or in {pirit,in | 
affection or in habit ) eat more of naturall and fimple food then to | _ 
the fatisfactions of his natural] neceffities. He that drinks a draught 
or two of water, and cools his thirft, drinks no more ull his thirft | 
returns ; but he that drinks wine, drinks it again, longer then it is | 
necdfull, even fo long as it is pleafant. Nature beft provides for her 
{elf, when fhe {preads her own table ; but when men have gotten fu- F 
perinduced habits,and new neceffities, art that brought them in muft 
maintain them, but wantonneffe and folly wast at the Table,and fickneffe 
and death take away, 
2. Reafon 1s the fecond meafure, or rather the rule whereby we 
judge of incemperance;For whatfoever loads of meat or drink make 
| a the 
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So 


A ‘the tealon ufeleffe , or troubled, are effedts of this deformity 5: Sax, XVI. 
_notthat reafon is the adequate meafure, for a man may be intem- 
perate upon other caufes, though he do not force his undetftand- 
and trouble his head. Some are ftrong to drink, and can eat 
like a Wolf, and love to do fo, as fire to deftroy the ftubble ; fuch 
, were thofe Harlots in the Comedy, Qe cum amatore {uo cum cenant 
liguriunt ; Thele perfons are to take their accounts from the mea- 
{ures of Religion, and the Spirit ; though they can talk ftill or tranf- 
ac&t the affairs of the world, yet if they be not fitted for the things 
of the Spirit, they are too full of flefh or wine, and cannot or cate 
not to attend to the things of God, Bur reafon is the limit beyond 
, which temperance never wanders ; and in every degree in which 
our difcourfe is troubled , and our {oul is lifted from its wheels, in 
the fame degree the fin prevails. Dam {umuws in quadam delinguendt 
libsdenepebuls quibufdam infiptentiae mens obducitur, faith St. Amtrofe, 
when the flefh-pots reek, and the uncovered difhes {end forth a 
_nidor and bungry {mels, that cloud hides the face, and puts out the 
eye of reafon; and then tell them mors in olla, that death ts in the 
| pot, and folly ss 22 the chalice, that thofe {mels are fumes of brim: 

ftone, and vapours of Egypt; that they will make their heart eafie, | 
C and their head fortith, and their colour pale, and their hands trem: 
‘bling, and their feet tormented : 


( cMallorum leporimg, & fuminis exitus bic efts 
Sulphuren(q; color carnifice/que pedes; | 


For that is the end of delicacies, Suowd{a, Aeuxds iDei'v, ivr puper de 
' ddesas x, wovev ErJegc, as Dio Chryfoftome, paleneffe and io 
cys and lazineffe, and folly: ) yet under the dominion of the plea- 
fures of fenfualiry, men are fo a of the ule of reafon, that they 
are not onely ufeleffe in wife:counfels and affiftances, but they have 
| not reafon enpugh to avoid the evils of their own throat and belly ; 
| when once their reafon fails, we muft know; that their temperance 
‘and their religion went before. _ 
| 3. Though reafon be fo ftri€tly to be preferved at our tables as} 3, 
: well as at our prayers, and we can never have leave to do any vio- 
lence to it, yet the meafures of Nature, may be enlarged beyond 
‘the bounds of prime and common neceffity.For befides hunger and 
thirft, there are fome labours of the body, and others of the mind, 
|! and there are fotrows and loads upon the fpirit by its communicati- | 
'E : ons withthe indifpofitions of the body ; and as the labouring man 
‘may be fupplied with bigpet quantities, {o the fludent and contem- 
plateve man with more delicious and fpritefull nutriment : for as the 
tender and more delicate eaftly-digefted meats will not help ta cary 
burthens upon the neck, aitd hold the plougn in fociery and yokes of 
the laborious oxen 3 fo neither will the pulfe and the leeks, Lavintan | 
| | | — faulages, | . | 


EE omens SDP + aes 
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Prov 31 6. 


| . But inthele cafes zecefsity, and prudence, and experience ate to 


|and if it be a fin in its nature, it 1s more malignant and dangerous in 
its quality ; as —— _—s to murmur and defpair, wearineffe | 
God, 
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minifter {uch delicate {pirits to the thinking man; but his notion will. 
be flat as the noife of the Arcadtan porter,and thick as the fixft juice 
of bis countrey lard, unleffe he makes his body a fit fervant to the 
foul, and both fitted for the imployment. 


make the mea{ures and the rule ; and fo pos. bg the juft end is fairly 
defigned, and aptly miniftred to, there ought to be no {cruple con- 
cerning the quantity or quality of the provifion :and he that would 
ftint a Swain by the commons of a Student, and give Phslotas the 
Candian, the leavings of Plato, does but ill ferve the ends of tempe- 
rance, but worfe of ‘prudence and neceffity, _ 

4. Sorrow and a wounded {pirit may as well be provided for in 
the quantity and qualiry of meat and drink,as any other difeafe; and 
this difeafe by this remedy as wellas by any other. For great forrow 
and importune melancholy may be as great a finne as a great anger; 


of Keligion,and hatre timoroufneffe and jealoufies, fan- 
taftick images of things and {uperftition ; and therefore as it is ne- 


and apportion’d diets ; an ome meats and drinks make men 
luftfuil, or fleepy, or dall, or lazy, or {pritely, or merry, fo farre as 
meats and drinks can minifter to the paffion, and the pajfion mini- 
fter to vertue, fo far by this means they may be provided for. Give 
flrong drink to kem that 1s ready to perifb, and wine tothofe that bee of 
heavy bearts, let bim drink and forget bis pouerty, and remember bss 
mifery no more, faid King Lemuel’s Mother. But this is not intended 
to be an habisuall cure, buc fingle and occafionall; for he that hath 
a pertinacious forrow is beyond the cure of meat and drink, and if 
this becomes every dayes phyfick, it will quickly become every | 
dayes fin, 2, ‘Jt muft alwayes keep within the bounds. of reafon, 
and never feife upon any portions of affection: The Germans ule; 
ufe to mingle mulick with their bowls, and drink by the meafures ' 


| of the fix Notes of Mufick ; 


Ut rclevet miferwm fatum, {olitef(que lalqres : 


| but they fing fo long,that they forget not their forrow only,but their 
vertue alfo, and their Religion: and there are fome men, that fall £ 


into drunkenne(s, becaufe they would forget a lighter calamity,run- 
ing into the fire to curea calenture, and beating their brains out 


| to be quit of the aking of their heads.A mans heavinefie is refrefhed 
| long before he comes to drunkennefle ; for when he arrives thither, | 


a hach bur chang’d his heavineffe, and taken a crime to boor, | 


ee, the Crfalpzne fuckets or gobbets of condited buils flefh! J 


ceffary to reftrain the feavers of anger,{o alfoto warm the freezings | 
and dulnefle of melanchol bY prudent and temperate, but proper 
if { 


5. Even 


a. +n ell 


a Saree” er) 
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A, +5, Even whena man hath no neceffity upon him,no pungent for-' Sax. XVI. 
row, or naturall or artificiall neceffity, it is lawfull in fome cafes 
_of eating and drinking to reccive pleature and intend it. For what- 
foever 1s natural and neceffary, is therefore wot crimianall, becaufe it 
‘is of Gods procuring ; and fince we eat for need, and the {atis- 
| faction of our need is a removing of a pain, and that in nature is 


the grcateft pleature, it is impoffible that in its own nature it fhould 
‘bea fin. Bue inthis cafe of Confcience, thefe cautions are to bee 
. Qbferved: 3 

| 1, Solong as nature minifters the pleafure and not art, it is ma- 

B cerlally innocent, Ss tuo ventat jure, luxuria eft: But it is fafe while | Senecé. 
| ic enters upon natures ftock; for it is impoffible that the proper 
effe& of health,.and temperance, and prudent abftinence fhould 
be vicious ; and yet thefe are the parents of the greateft pleafure, in 
eating and drinking, cMalam panem expetta, bonus fiet ; ettamsllum 
: , tenerum tibi & filigeneum fames reddet: If you abftain and be hun- 

Sty, = fhall turn the mcaneft provifion into delicate, and de-|. 

' fireable. 

2. Let all the pleafure of meat and drink be fuchas can minifter 
__ |to health, and be within the former bounds. For fince pleafurain 
C eating and drinking is its naturall appendage, and like a thadow 
follows the {ubftance, as the meat is to be accounted, fo is the plea- 
{ure ; and if thefe be obferved, there is no difference whethet nature 
or art be the Cook.For fome conftitutions,and fome mens cuftomes, 
and fome mens educations, and neceilities; and weaknefles are fuch, 
that their appetite is to be invited,and their digeftion helped, bur all 
this while we are within the bounds of nature and need, 

3. Icis lawtull,;when a man needs meat to choofe the pleafanter, 
even meerly for their pleafures 5 that is, becaufe they are pleafant, 
befides that they are ufefull ; this is as lawfull as to {mell of a rofe, 
or to lie in feathers, or change the ‘spac of our body . in bed 
for eafe, orto hear mufick, orto walk in gardens rather then the 
high-wayes ; and God hath given ws leave to be delighted in thofe 
things ; which he made to that purpole, that we may alfo be de- 
lighted in hina that givesthem. For fo as the more pleafant may 
better {erve for health, and direitly to refrefbment, {o collaterally to 

| Religton; Alwayes provided; that it be in its degree moderate, and 
we temperate in our defires,; without tranfportation and violence; 
without unhandfome ufages of our felves, ot taking from Godand 
from Religion any oer ites and Seraph gad a yee ain : 
E ——— s the Epicure, faw & goodly di ot meat ferv’d up, 
fuse the verfe of Homer, | 


TER iyo dvtiG tyes, % ds need yeFers daze, 


and {wallowed fome of i greed, il bys hands of fire it caved 
IS: 
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Six. XVIL| his ftomach, like parchment in the flame, and he.was carried from | A 
his banquet.to. his grave. Pa | ; | 


Non poterat letho nob: lsorz mors : 


Ic was fithe fhould die {uch a death;; but that death bids us beware | ~ - 
1of that folly. i : e. fe oe 
_. 4. Let the pleafure as ic came with the meat, fo alfo paffe away 
with it. Phsloxenus was a beaft, fuZaro word + yeegvs duy iva Yeiy, 
he wifht his throat as long as a Cranes,-thac he ‘might be long in 
~ {wallowing his pleafant morfels ; Meret quod magna pars felicttatss| B 
exclufa effet corporss anguftsss ; he mourned becaute the pleafure of 
eating was not {pread over all his body, thar he might have been an 
Epicure in his hands ; and indeed, if we confider it rightly, great 
eating and drinking is not the greareft pleafure of the taffe, but of 
the touch ; and Phsloxenus might feel the undious juice flide foftly 
down his throat, but he could not tafte it in the middle of the long 
neck; and we fee that they who mean to feaft exa@ly, or delight 
the palate,do /sbare,or pzte//aretake up little 2 malar and {pread 
them upon the tongue or palate § -buc full mor{els and great draughts | __ 
are eafie and {oft to the touch 5 but fo is the feeling of {ilk, or hand- ' re 
ling of a melon, or a moles. skin, and as delicious too as cating 
when it goes beyond the appetites of Nature, and the proper plea- 
fures of tafte, which cannot be perceived but by a temperate man, 
And therefore let not the pleafure be intended beyond the tafte; 
that is,beyond thofe little natural] meafures in which God intended 
that pleature fhould accompany your tables, Donotrunto it be- 
forehand, nor chew the chud when the meal is done ; delight not 
in the fancies, and expeCtations, and remembrances of a pleafant 
meal ; but let it defcend #x datrizam, together with the meals whofe 
attendant pleafure is, | | a. 8 
5. Let pleafure be the leffe principall, and ufed as a fervant ; 
it may be modeft and prudent to ftrew the difh with Sugar, orto; . 
dip thy bread in vinegar, butto make thy meal of fauces, and to | 
make the acceffory become the principall, and pleafure to rule the, 
table, and all the regions of thy foul, is to make 4 man lefle and. 
lower then an Oglio, of a cheaper value then a Turbats; a | 
a and a worthipper of fauces, and cooks, and pleafure, and 
olly, ae a - ¢ . = 
6, Let pleafure as it is ufed in the regions and limits of nature 
and prudence, fo alfo be changed into religion and thankfulneffe, B - 
Turtures cum bibunt non refuptnant colla, (iy Naturalifts, Turtles — 
when they drink liftnot up their bills, and if we {wallow our. - 
pleafures without returning the honour and the acknowledgement 
to God that gave them, we may Jargé bibere jumentorum modo, | 
drink draughts as large as an Oxe, -but we fhall die like an Oxe; 
7 | and: 
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AT and change our meats and drinks into eternall rottenneffe. In all, Sea, XVI. 


| Religions it hath been permitted to enlarge out Tables in the dayes 
| of facrifices and religious feftivity, , 


, Qui Veientarum felis potare debut, 
Campand folitus tru, vappdmgqae profeftis, 


For then the body may rejoyce in fellowfhip with the foul, and 
‘then a plealant meal is religious, if it be not inordinate, Bur if 
our feftivall dayes like the Gentile {acrifices end in drunkenneffe; 
| f peeve us 76 Oview | and our joyes in Religion paffe into fen- 
| ualicy and beaftly crimes, we change the Holy-day into a day 
of Death, and our felves become a Sacrifice as in the day of 
Slaughter. _ os 
To ~— this particular, there are, vl Ie petctive, many 
|Cautions to make our pleafure fafe, but any thing can make it in- 
ordinate, and then fcarce any thing can keep it from becotning dan- 
gerous, 


| Habet omnis hoe voluptas, - 


C Stimulis agit farentes, > ida 
. Apinmdgue pat volantum, -* 
Mer grata mela fudit, 
| Fugit @ mess tenact 
«Perit iincerds mor{s, - 


And the pleafute of the honey will not pay for the finart of the fling: 
dmores enim & delicia maturét & celeriter deflorefcunt, & tx omnibat 
rebus voluptastious maximus faftidium fimtimem eft, Nothing is fo foon 
ripe and rotten as pleafure, and upon all a and ftates of 
things, loathing rh as being not far off ; but ic fies upon the skirts 
of pleafure. 055 vemntlac * bropeapivG. * weArxpar fryer; 
| npotle xravou * wines pecs * oh! avnlbay * cvvepanrnoplyey: 
Hecthat greedily ~ his hand toa delicious table,fhall weep bitter! 
when he {uffers. thie convulfions and violence by the divided interefts 
of fiich contrary juices ; “Ode —p A oviag * StopG wraynac * Ar 
xdev Sralress * Blow oivey oti. Fer this 4 the law of our natare and 
fatall neve (fsty ; isfe ts alwayes poured forth from tio goblets; 
And how after all this,1 pray confidet; what a ftrange triadneffe 
and prodigious folly potfeties thany triensthat they love to {wallow 
| death, and difeafes,and difhonout, with ar:appetice which no teafon 
can reftrain, We expect out fetvants fhould not date to totich what 
we have fotbidden to them; we are watchfull that our childten 
fhould hot fwallow poifons, and filthineffe ; and unwholcfome 
nourifhment s :we take café that they fhould be well mannet'd and 
civil and of fait demeanout ¢. 7. we ott felves defite to be; of 
‘ me 2 at j OMY, 
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Ser, XVI., at leaft to be accounted wife; and would infinitely fcornto be; A 
; call’d fools; and we are {fo great lovers of health, that we will 
buy it at any rate of money or ,obférvance ; and rhen for honour, 
it is that which the children of men purfue with paffion, it is one 
\of the nobleft rewards of vertue; and the proper ornament of the 
wife and valiant, and yetall thefe things are not valued or con- 
fidered, when a merry meeting, ora loofer feaft calls upon the 
man to act a {cene of folly and madneffe, and healtblefneffe and 
difbonour, ‘Ve do to God what we feverely punifh in our fer- 
vants ; we corre our children for their medling with dangers, 
which themfelves preferre before immortality; and though no; p 
man think himfelf fit to be defpifed, yet he is willing to. make 
himfelf a beaft, a fot, anda ridiculous monkey, with the follies 
and vapours of wine; and when he is high in drink. or fancy, 
proud as‘a Grec#an Orator inthe midft of his popular noyfes, at 
the fame time he shall talk fuch dirty language, fuch mean low 
things, as may well become a changeling anda fool, for whom 
the {tocks are prepared by the Iawes, and the juft {corn af men, 
Every drunkard clothes his head with a mighty fcorne, and makes 
himielf lower at that time then the mcaneft of his fervants; 
the boyes can laugh at him when he is led like a cripple, di-! re 
rected like a blinde man,. and fpeaks like an infant, imperfect ) 
noyfes , lifping with a full and fpungy tongue, and an empty 
head, and a vain and foolifh heart: fo cheaply does he pare 
with his honour for drink or loads of meat; tor which honour 
he is ready to die, rather then hear it to be difparaged by another; 
when hinmfelf deftroyes it, as bubbles, perifh with the breath of 
children, Do not the Lawes of all wife Nations mark the 
drunkard for a fool, with the meaneft and moft fcornfull pu- 
nifhment > and is there any thing in the world fo foolifh as:a 
man that is drunk > But good God! what an intolerable forrow 
hath feifed upon great portions of Mankind, that:this folly and 
madneffe fhould poffeffe the greateft {pirits, and the wittieft men, ! 
the beft company, the moft {enfible of the word honour, and the | 
moft jealous of lofing the fhadow, and the moft careleffe of the | 
theng @. Is it not ahorridthing, thata wife, or acrafty, a lear 
ned, or anoble perfon fhould difhonour himfelf as a fool, de- 
ftroy his body as a murtherer, leffen his eftate as: a prodigall, 
difgrace every good caufe that he can pretend to. by his rela- 
tion, and become an appellative of {corne, a fcene of laughter: 
or derifion, and all, for the reward of forgetfulneffe and mad-. B 
“sit for there are in immoderate diekion no. other plea- 
ures. : So .- Be 
Why do valiant.men and brave perfonages fight and die ra-. 
ther then break the Lawesof men, or ftart from their duty to 
their Prince, and will fuffer themfelves:to be cus in pieces rather 
then 
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A then deferve the name.of a Traitor or 


fore that caufe, and by one drunken meeting fet it more back- 


| make truth be evil {poken of, and innocent perfons to fuffer by their | 
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very men to avoid the hated name of Glutton or Drunkard, and | 
to preterve their Temperance, fhall not deny themfelves onc 
lufcious moriell, or pour a cup of wine on the ground, when 
‘they are invited to drink by the lawes of the circloor wilder 
company. | : | 

| - Me thinks ic were but reafon, that if to give life to uphold 
a.caufe be not too much, they: fhould not think too much tobe 
hungry and fuffer thirft for the reputation of that caufe; and there- 
.fore much rather that they would think it but ducy to be tempcrate 
for its honour, and eat and drink in civill and fair meafurcs, that 
themlelves might not lofe the reward of fo much {uffering, and of 
{o good a relation, nor that, which they value moft, be deftroyed 
‘by drink. | , 7 es 
| ; There are in the World a generation of, men that are ingag'd 
‘inacaufe, which they glory in, and pride themfelves in its relation 
and appellative: but yet for that caufe they will do nothing but 
talk and drink; they are valiant in wine, and witty in healths, 
!and full of ftratagem to F sptont debauchery ; but fuch perfons 
are not confiderable in wife accounts ; that which I deplore is, that 
fome men prefer a caufe before theit life, and yet prcfer wine be- 


ward in its hopes and bleffings, then it can be fee forward by the. 
counfels and armes of a whole ycer. God hath waycs enough to 
reward a truth without crowning it with fucceffe in the hands 
of fuch men, In the meantime they difhonour Religion, and 


‘very relation, and the caule of God to be reproached in the {enten- | 
ces of erring and abufed people ; and themfelves lofe their health 
and their reafon, their honour and thcir peace; the rewards of fo-| 
ber counfels, and the wholefome effects of witdome; -. - | 


| | | 
Arcanum neq; tu (crataberis ullius unquam, 
Commi frninque teges, & vino tortus & tra, 


Vine difcovers more then the rack, and he that will be drunk is} 
not a perfon fit to be trufted ; and though it cannot be expected men} 
fhould be kinder to their friend, or their Prince, or their honour, | 
| then to God, and to their own fouls, and to their own bodiés ; yet] 
| when men are not moved by what is fenfible ahd material], by that.| 
which {martsand fhames prefently, they are beyond the cure of Re-,| 
ligion, and the hopes of Reafon 5 and therefore they mutt te 47 helli| 
life fleep, death gnawing upon them, and the righteous {ball have domi-. 
nation over them in the morning of the refurrection. at 
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_|life ; for all that time of life is loft, when wine, and rage,and plea- 
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-Seras tutior 1bis ad: lucernas, 
Hac hora non eft tua, cum furtt Lyeus 
Cum regnant rola, cum madent caprlls, 


Much fafer it is to go to the feverities of a watchfull and a fober 


{ure, and folly fteal away the heart of a man, and make him go 
finging to his grave. 
_ | end with the faying ofa wife man ; He is fic to fit at the table 
of the Lord, and to feaft with Saints, who moderately ules the 
creatures which God hath givenhim: But he that defpifes even 
lawfull pleafures, 3 pb yvov ouumotns th! Seay aAAe Hy, OLA Py cv, 
fhall not onely fit and feaft with God, but reign together with him, 
and partake of his glorious Kingdome. 
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SERMON, XVII. 


| THE 
B 
IMARRIAGE RING: 
| : OR THE 
Myfterioufneffe and Duttes of Marriage. 


Part L 


Ephef. 5. 32, 33. | | 
This is a great myfterie, But I fheak concerning Chrift and 
the Church. Nevertheleffe let every one of you in parti- 
cular folove his Wife even as himfelf, and the Wife fee 
that fhee reverence her Husband. 


He firft bleffing God gave to man was fociety, | * Quemlibet 

] and that fociety was a Marriage,and that Mar- | Deminem cnt 

me riage was confederate by God himfel f,and hal- | af ae ; 
lowed by a bleffing : and at the fame time,and : "em, cum eriem 

4 for very many deicending ages, not oncly by | eee ae 


the inftin@& of Nature, but bya fuperadded | & feminam 
forwardneffe ( God himfelf infpiring the de- | 7svit eos & 


VOCAUIt nomen 


mt fire ) *the world was moft defirous af chil-| corm Adem 
dren,impatient of barrenneffe, accounting fingle life a curfe, anda few hominem, 
childleffe perfon hated by God. The world was rich and empty, | dist m Oo 
E | and able to provide for a more numerous pofterity then it had, Bab, Quicung; 
| Negligit fre- 
Cepturmn de mul- 
"E Zag Nepenvle 7 bxve . tiplicationebu. 
Xarndy dav’ tlwy d OY sdera réxya giArci, mani generis 
| ; : | | | habendum effe 
veluts bomict- | 


You that are rich Numenim, you may multply your family, poot ea 
: men 
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Ser. XVII; men‘are not fo fond of children ; but when a family could drive | A 
their herds, and {et their children upon camels, and lead them till 
they faw a fat foil watered with rivers, and there fit down with- 
out paying rent, they thought of nothing but to have great fami- 
lies, that their own relations might {well up toa @atriarchar, and | 
their children be enough to pofleffe all the Regions that they faw, | 
and their grand-children become Princes, and themfclves build 
cities and call them by the name ofa childe, and become the foun- 
tain of a Nation, ‘This was the confcquent of the firft bleiling, 
Increafe and multiply, The next bleffing was, the promife of the 
Mefsias, and that alfo increafed in men and women a wonder-| B 
full defire of Marriage: for as {oon as God had chofen the fa- 
mily of dbrabam to be the bleffed linc, from whence the worlds 
Gatcaee fhould defcend according to the fleth, every of his 

| daughters hoped to have the honour to be his Mother, or ‘his 

Chrifiiant | Grand-mother, or fomething of his kinred : and to be childe- 

ae sa lefle in Ifrael was a forrowto the Hebrew women es as the 


uiey one-lflavery of Egypty Or their difhonours in the land of their cap- 
¥ nag yr Zi e e 

lius Pol- tivity. 

i. “el But when the Meffias was come, and his doétrine was publi- 


dior. Idem) (ed, and his Minifters but few, and the Diflciples were to fuffer C 


ee peg perfecution, and to be of an unferled dwelling, and the Nation of 


vide Fefum | the Jews, inthe bofome and focicty of which the Church eff pecially 
svnsibi Topo did dwell, were to be feattered and broken all in pieces, with 
Scal, fierce calamities, and the world was apt to calumniate and to {u- 
{peét and difhonour Chriftians upon pretences, and unreafonable 
jealoufies, and that to all. thcfe purpofes the ftate of marriage 
brought’ many inconveniencics ; it pleafed God in this new crea- 
tion to infpire into the hearts of his fervants a difpofition and! . 
ftrong defires to live a fingle life, left the ftate of marriage ' 
fhould in that conjunction of things become an accidentall im- pp 
pediment to the diffemination of the Gofpel, which call’dmen | 
from a confinement in their domcftick charges to travell, and 
flight, and poverty, and difficulty, and Martyrdome; upon this | 
neceffity the Apoftles and Apoftolicall men publifhed Doétrines, | 
declaring the advantages of fingle life, not by any commandement : 
of the Lord, but by the {pirit of prudence, die thy éveswoay ava'y- 
xnvy for the prefene and then incumbent neceffities, and in or-! 
der to the advantages which did accrew to the pub- ; 
Briam Judai qui precepram efevi- lick minifterics.and private piety. - There are rie 
ee a cmi, {aid our Bleffed Lord ). who make themfelves E 
qui affiduo legis Sudio vcere v0 Eunuchs for the Kingdome of Heaven, that is, for, 
peat ie cies sete the advantages and the miniftery of the Gofpel, ' 
Helach. Iboth. - non ad ustte bone meritum (as St. e4uftin in the 
like cafe ) not that itisa better fervice of God in 
[** felf, but that ic is ufefull to the firft circumftances of the Go- |. 


et eee . pel 
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AA fpel and the infancy of the Kingdome; becaule the . 


4 


~~. 
tee 


B 


E St. Felicula, and divers others then and afterwards ; infomuch; that}. 
it was reported among the Gentiles, that the Chriftians did not} 
onely hate all that were not of their p t(wafion, but were enemies] 
of the chaft lawes of martiage ; And indetd fomie that were called} 


foal bave trouble in the flefb;chat is,they that are married fhall,and fo 


unmarried perfon docs ee surey ra +H xver¥; is aay Labo I Ths Abd uatoetes 5 
' apt to {piritual and Ecclefiattical imployments:fitft sc ya ie a sg 
a2yi@ and then eye opzer@, holy in-his own pers bloeisils. aess ig ixveay auray 


fon, and then fanétified to publick minifteries ; and festive oy 7f 
CHL fy % Izaax, 


it was alfo of eafe to the Chriftiats thethfelves; be- Iveng, 4 lezete a) aay davwy oes- 


caufe as then it was; When they were to flee,and to en7 , os Tiisye x Mataw, x 
: TOY ANP aTUspAgy, &C. . 


Epift. ad Philadelpb. 


flee for ought they knew, ih Winttr,and they were 
'perfecuted tothe four winds of heaven ; and the 
nurfes and the women with child were to fuffer 4 heavier load of 
forrow becaufe of the imminent perfecutions;and above all,becaufe 
of the great fatality of ruine upon the whole nation of the Jews,well 
it might be faid by St. Paal SA/ di 2H bapa) eeow of roo, Such 


at that time they had: and therefore it was an act of chatity to the 
Chiiftians to give that counfell; @ye dd Uuty gefDouas, I do this to 
' pare you, and Starwv'pas euecsurysceivat: for when the cafe was 
alter’d,and that form was over,and the fit ft neceffiti¢s of the Golpel 
ferved, and the found was gone out into all nations ; in very thany pet- 
fons it was wholly changed, and not the marfied bur the unmar- 
ried had SAidiv @v oepxs trouble in the fleth ; and the ftate of mat- 
riage returned to its fitft blefling, G@ ok erat Lonum homini effe foliz 
tarium, and it was not good for man to be alone. 
But in‘this firft intetvall, the publick neceffity and the ptivart 
zeal mingling togethct did fometimes over-aé their love ot fingle 
life, even to the difparagemient of matridge, and to the fcandall 
of Religion ; which was increafed by the occafion of fome pibus} 
| perfons renouncing their contract of marriage; not confimmiatc;} 
with unbeleevers. For when Flavus Dom:tilla being conveited by | 
| Nereus and eAchilleus the Eunuchs, refufed to matry ¢Aurelianus | 
to whom fhe was contracted ;_ if there were not fome little envie 
‘and too fharpe hoftiliry in the Eunuchs, toa married ftate; yct -Az- 
relianus thought himfelf.an injur’d perfon, and caus’d St. Clemens |. 
who vail’d her; and his fpoufe both, to die in the quarrell. St.Thecla 


being converted by St. Paul grew fo in love with virginity, that| 
the was late- |. 
ly ingaged, St. Iphigenia denied to tnarry King Hertacas, and it] 


fhe leap’d back from the marriage of Famyrts where 
15 faid to be done by the advice of St. Matthew. And Sufannathe 


Niece of Déocletian refus’d the love of eMaxtmianus the Empcrour; 
and thefe all had been ‘bettothed; and fo did St: <Agzes and 


Chriftians were fo; forbidatng to marry, and commanding to at- 


Cc! 


fain from meats, Upon this occafion it grew neceffary for the Ape: | 


a hela 


221 


Kacrrda, ws 
laxwa, ws 


t 


222 ~The Marriage Ring. 
1 Ser.XVIL, file to ftate the queftion right, and to do honour to the holy rite 
|. - _ \of marriage, and to {natch the myfterie from the hands of zeal and 
folly, Pe to place it in Chrifts right hand, that all its beauties 
might appear, and.a prefent convenience might not bring in a falfe 
| Do&rine, and a perpetuall fin, and an intolerable mifchief, The 
1¥°0¢ Miser | Apoftle therefore who himfelf * had been a married man, but was 
| § Tava 4 7/|Now a widower, does explicate the myfterioufnefle of it, and de- 
Amsthay 79” | {cribes it’s honours, and adorns it with rules and provifions of Re- 
ligion, that as it begins with honour, {fo it may proceed with piety, 
and end with glory. a, | 
For although. fingle life hath in it privacy and fimplicity of af: 
fairs, fuch foltcarinet(e and forrow, fuch leafure and unaGtive 
circumftances of living, that there are more {paces for Religion if 
men would ufe them to thefe purpofes ; and becaufe it may have in 
it much religion and prayers, and muft have in ita perfe& mortifi- 
|cation of our ftrongeft appetites, is therefore a ftate of great excel. 
d {lencie, yet concerning the ftare of: marriage we are taught from 
"| Scripture and the fayings of wife men,great things are honourable. 
(Marriage 1s honourable in all men{o is not fingle life ; for in {ome it 
isa{nare anda nu pwors, 4 troublein the fielb, a prifon of unruly de- 
| fires which is attempted daily so be broken. Celibate or fingle life is 
i- |Never commandad;but in fome cafes marriage is; and he that burns, 
fins often if he marries not ; he that cannot contain muft marry,and 
{he that can contain is not tied toa fingle life, but may marry and 
not fin, Marriage was ordained by God, infticuted in Paradife, 
was the relief of a naturall oe and the firtt blefiing from the 
Lord ; he gave to Man not a friend, but a Wifc,that is.a friend and 
a Wife too ; ( for a good woman is in her foul the fame thet a man 
is, and fhe is a woman onely m her body; that fhe may have the 
excellency of the one, and the ufefulneffe of the other, and become 
amiable in both; ) it is the feminary of the Church,and daily briogs: 
forth fons and daughters unto God ; it was miniftred to by An-. 
gels, and Raphael waited upon a young man that he might have a 
bleffed marriage, and that that marriage might repair two fad fa- 
‘| mailies, and bleffe all their relatives, Our bleffed pe 
was bom of a maiden, yet fhe was vail’d under the cover of mar- 
riage, and {he was married to a widower 5 for Jofepb the {uppofed 
Father of our Lord had children by a former wite, The firft Mi- 
racle thatever Jefus did. was todo honour toa wedding ; Mar- 
riage was in the world before fin, and is in all ages of the world the! 


yotas saugTwY 
ws paves Eqov 
encivus: Igna- 


had perifhed,if God had not made a remedy; and although fin hath , 
four’d marriage, and {tuck the mans head wrth cares, and the wo- 
mans bed with forrowes in the production of children, yer thefe 
are but throws of life and glory; and fhee fball Le faved in child- 
bearing, if [be be foundin fatth and righteoufwefe, Marriage isa 

| | i | School 
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A School and exercife of vertue; and though Marriage hath caress Ser. XVII 
yet the fingle life hath defires, which are more ttoublefome and more 
| dangerous, and often end in fin, while the cares are but inftances of 
; duty and exercifes of piety: and therefore if fingle life hath more 
privacy of devotions yet marriage hath more neceffities and more 
varicty of it, and is an exercife of more graces. Intwo vertues 
' celibate or fingle life may have the advantage of degrees ordinarily 
‘and commonly, that is, in chaftity and devotion + but as in {ome per- 
‘fons this may tail;and it does in very mdny, and a married man may 
{pend as much timte in devotion as any vitgins of widowes do, ‘yet 
as in marriage even thofe vertues of chaftity and devotion are 
| exercifed ; fo in other inftances, this ftate hath pto- - od Fis, eek . 
per exercifes and trials for thofe graces, for which > pale gaelad 
{ingle lite can never be crown’d ; Here is the pro- oe re sug vanptme auf? duce 
per {cene of piety and patience, of the duty of Pa- opphdiva, — Plato 
_ rents and the charity of telatives ;herekindneffe is Adde quid Eanuchas nulla pietate 
_ {pread abroad,and love is unitedand made firmasa yy." pener? natifue cover: clmentic 
_ Centre : Marriage is the nurfery of heaven 3 the vir- — canfis - 
in fends prayers to God, but fhee carries but one /* pee » anism fg; ean ee tia 
foul tohim ; but the ftate of marriage fillsupthe ““""’ — 
C numbers of the Eleé&t; and hath in it the labour of love, and the de- | 
licacies of friendfhip, the bleffing of fociety,and the union of hands } 
and hearts ; it hath in it leffe of beauty, but mote of fafety thenthe |... 
fingle life; ic hath more care,but leffe danger; it is more merry,and | Re 
i more fad; is fuller of forrows,and fuller of joyes 5 it lies under more | xesuiare, 
‘burdens, but it is f{upported by all the ftrengths of love and charity, | 7™eSwin # 

. ‘and thofe burdens are delighttull; Martiage is the mother of the | ay 2, ose. 
‘world, and preferves Kingdomes, and fils Cities, and Churches,and | evaadous’yn. 
Heaven it felf ; Celibate like the flie in the heart of an apple,dwels Siguis patriant 

in a perpetuall {weetnefle, but fits alone; and is confin’d and dies iti | majorem pa. 
D fingularity ; but marriage, like the ufefull Bee, builds a houfe and |’ seine 
gathers {weermefle from — flower, and labours and unites into s eft, id Tas 
' Societies and Republicks,and fends out colonies,and feeds the world | tt Profua parté 
with delicacies, and obeys their King, and keeps order, and exerci- | Suralignd ibe. 
{es many vertues, and promotes the intereft of mankind, and is that | rs prodacir,  } 
{tate of good things to which God hath defigned the prefent con- coi differt e0-| 
ftittition of the world; 7 sara Verte | 
: onem = Vatro |. 
in lege Mania! 
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Single life makes men in one inftance to be like Angels, but mar- 

| riage in very many things makes the chafte pair to be like to Chrift. | 

| This is a great myfery; but.it is the fymbolicall and fa¢ramentall re- | 

| prefentment of the greateft myftcries of out Religio#,: - Chrift de- | 
cended from his Fathers bofome, and contraéted his Divinity he | 
at fbi 5E Be. - xn | : ~flefhy} .. wb 
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fieth and blood,and married our Nature, and we becamea Church,| A 
the {poufe of the bridegroom,which he cleanfed with his blood,and 
gave het his holy Spirit for a dowry,and heaven fora joynture ; be- 
getting children unto God by the Gofpel;this {poufe he hath joyn’d 
to himfelf by an excellent charity, he feeds her at his own table, 
sand lodges her nigh his own heart, provides for all her neceffities, 
relieves ner {orrowes, determines her doubts, guides her wandrings, 
lie is become her head, and fhe as a f:gnct upon his right hand ; he 
firft indeed was betrothed to the Synagogue and had many children | 
by her, but fhe forfook his love, and then he married the Church of} 
the Gentiles,and by her as by a fecoud venter had a more numerous| p 
iffuc, atque una domus ) omnisum filtarums ejus, all the children dwell. , 
in the fame houfe, and are heirs of the fame promifes, intituled to 
the fame inheritance. Here is the eternall conjunGion,the indiffolu- 
ble knot, the exceeding love of Chrift, the obedience of the Spoufe, 
the communicating of goods, the uniting of interefts, the fruit of | 
marriage, a celeftiall generation, a new creature, Sacramentum 
hoc magnum eft; this is the Sacramental] myftery, reprefented by 
the holy rite of marriage; fo that marriage is divine in its infti- 
-{tution, facred in its union, holy in the myftery, {acramentall in its 
fignification, honourable jn its appellative, religious in its imploy- C 
ments: Jt is advantage to the focieties of men, and itis holineffe ta 
the Lord. Dico autem in Chrifto & Ecclefia, | It muft be in Chrift 
| and the Church. . , 

Tf this be not obferved, marriage lofes its myfterioufneffe : but 
becaufe it is to effe@& much of that which it fignifies, it concerns all 
that enter into thofe golden fetters to fee that Chrift and his Church 
be in at every of its periads, and that it be intirely condu&ted and 
over-rul’d by Religion ; for fo the Apoftle paffes from the facra- 
mentall rite to the reall duty; Neverthelef[e, that is, although the 
former difcourfe were wholly to explicate the conjunction of Chrift | yp | 
and his Church by this fimulitude, yet ic hath in it this reall duty, 
that the man love bis wife , and the wife reverence her husband ;. and 
this is the ufc we fhall now make of it, the particulars of which pre- 
cept I fhal! thus difpofe : : 

_1, I fhall propqund the duty as it — relates to Man and 
Wife in conjunétion, 2, The duty and power of the Man, 3, The 
|rights and priviledges and the duty of the Wife. 

1. In Chriflo® Ecclefia| that begins all, and there is great 
need it fhould be fo, for they that enter into the ftate of marriage 
caft a dye of the greateft contingency, and yet of the greateft inte- B 
| reft in the world, next to the laft throw for eternity. | 


| Noy 9B On wey recow bmi Lupe (eaves axpiic, 
“H pearad Auypes At DpGr Ayasoi's he Biever, 


Life 
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A life or death, felicity or a lafting forrow are in the power of mar-.Ser.XVII 
riage, A woman indeed ventutes moft, for fhe hath no fanétuary, 


and hatch the egges, which her own folly or infelicity hath produ- 
‘ced ; and fhe is more winder it, becaufe her tormentor hath a wat- 
‘rant of prerogative, and the woman may complain to God as fub- 
jects do of tyrant Princes, bute otherwife fhe hach no appeal in the 
-caufes of unkindneffe. And though the man can run from many 
‘hours of his fadneffe, yet he muft return to it again, and when he 
firs among his neighbours, he remembers the obje@ion that lies in 
B his bofome, and he fighes deeply. 


| 
; | to retire to, from an evil husband; fhe muft dwell upon her forrow, | 


. | Ab tumte miferum,maliq;, fate 
Quem attratlis pedibus patente porta — 
Percurrent mugile(que rapbant 73 


| The boyes, and the pedlers, and the fruiterets {hall tell of this frian; 
when he is carried to his grave, that he lived and died a — wret- 
ched perfon. The Stags in the Greek Epigram, whofe knees were 
'clog’d with frozen {now upon the mountains, came downto the 
C | brooks of the vallies,y Astvas voree gi's"aSuaorw wxv y6vv,hoping to 
thaw their joynts with the waters of the ftream ; but there the froit]..... -» 
overtook them, and bound them faft in ice, till the young heards-| 3, £8", 
men took theth in their ftranger {nare. Itis the unhappy chance of; Newire, _ 
many men, finding many inconveniences upon the mountains of fin- | ,7~7™ 
gle life, they defcend into the vallies of 4 mariage to reftefh their , Ey +6 iy. 
troubles, and there they entcr into fettcrs, and are bound to fotrow | #"@ 7 44 
by the cords of a mans or womans peevifhneffe : and the worft of: 95,0" °"*" 
_ | the evil is, they are to thank their own follies ; for they fell into the | ET é7areé. 
{nare by cntring an improper way ; Chrift and the Church were no S304" 
D ingredients in their choice; but asthe Jzatan women, enter into shes ont 
fol y for the price of an Elephaut, and think their crime warran-; 2’7% fe 
table ; fo do men and women change their liberry for a rich fortune | nav me mead. 
| (like Eriphyle the Argive, “H ypucty girs aydegs tizaro rysherra, "Ame xdecw 
| fhe preter’d gold before a good man ) and fhew themfelves to be! (yee inc 
| | leffe then moncy by overvaluing that to all the content and wife fe- "ei dten 
| jlicity of their lives : and when they have counted the money and} dryelF me 
their forrowes together, how igo 24 would they » buy with the’! sedpadicitiam 


loffe of all that money, modcfty, or {wect nature to their relative ! | ¢y padorem, 
Cr fedatum 
| 


|__| the odde thoufand pound would gladly be allowed im good nature! Shidinem, 
E and fair manners, As very a fool is he that choofes for ¢ beauty prin- ' Deim metwn, 
cipally ; cus funt erudsti oculi & ftulia mens (as onc faid) whofe eyes Prent® em- 


ate witty, and their foul fenfuall; It is an ill band of affections to. a cid 


tie two heares together by a little threed of red and white, Festi in 
| | 7 Py. p, «| ¢ Facies, non 
u oo "Oude- — uxor amarur, | 
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he a tale And they can love no longer bur untill the next ague comes, and 
vide laxet,\they-arc fond of each other but atthe chance of fancy, or the {mall 
Fiant obfert_ | pox, or childe-bearing, or carc, or time, or any thing that can de- 
plea ftroy a pretty Hower. Buticisthe bale of all when luftis the 
Colligefarci- || Paranymph and folicits the {uit, and makes the contra¢t,and joyn'd 


nulas dicet Li- 
bertus,¢5 exi 
Juven. Sat. 6. 


. 


the hands; for this is commonly the cficét of the former, accord- 

ing to the Greck proverb, 7 | 
"Heros edy mporisa Alev yivel A yevQ.y_ 
Avrap énara Jeduwy twa pdaric,nd’ wllas ows, 


At firft for his fair checks and comely beard, the beaft is taken for 
a Lion, but at Jaft he is curn’d to a Dragon, or a Leopard, ora} 
Swine. That which is ac firft beauty on the face may prove luft in 
the manners, 


— Ab'ro7's Db roe Section Tay xépxoy ebony 
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‘1So &xbulus wittily reprehended {uch impure contracts ; they offer 
in their maritall fciice nothing but the thigh and that which the 
| Pricfts cut from the goats when they were laid to bleed upon the 
Altars, Ea cig xk AAG osperos BAtly tig (SAS yos gral) yaurg 
— |hadpl civatxar’ imiSuplay Defy xarh oapuixwe, (dey Hy LLLP TNT tm 
» |xdg OVE TeQav'paxe, nolverat, laid St. Clement,’ He or fhe that 
-|«]ooks too curioufly upon the beauty of the body, looks too low, 
-~ >: |e and hath Heth and corruption in his heart, and is judg’d fenfuall yy! 
|e and earthly in his affe@tions and defires, Begin therefore with 
| God, Chrift is the Prefident of marriage, and the holy Ghoft is ; 
- the fountain of purities and chaft loves, and he joynes the hearts 5 : 
land therefore let our firft {uit be in the court of heaven, and with’ 
defignes of piety, or fafety, or ese ; let no impure {pirit defile | 
the virgin purities and caftzfications of the foul, ( as St. Peters phrafe is) ! 
‘Het all {uch contracts begin with religious affections, : ; 


- Conjugium petimus, partiemque uxorts, at ills 


Notaw gus puert, qualifve futura fit axor, iE 


* | We fometimes beg of God for a wife or.a child,and he alone knows | 
what the wife fhall prove, and by what difpofitions and manners, , 
land into what fortune that child fhall enter:but we fhall not need to 

‘| fear concerning the event of it, if religion, and fair intentions, and 
Yael , 
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A ence manage, and condnét it all the way. The prcfervation | Sex -X 

-; family, the produétion of children, th srciling fornica- =e 

tion, the retrefhment of our forrowes by the comforts of focicty, 

ail thefe are. fair ends of marriage and hallow the entrance ; but 

amchefe there isa {peciall order ; fociety was the firf deftened, 

£2 4s mat good for man to be stone; Children was the next, Increafe 

ad mulupty bat the avoiding fornication came in by the fuperfe- 

tation of the evil accidents of the world, The fir& makes marriage 

delectable, the fecond pag nee to the Publick, the third neceffary 
7 ‘tothe partioular; This is for fafety, for Life, and héaven it felf ; 

‘Nam fimulac veras inflauit dire cupido; 

| Huc sucenes equum eft de{cendere 5; ———— 


| The other have in them joy and @ portion of immortality : the firft 
makes, the mans heart glad, the fecdnd is the frichd of Kingdomes, 
{and cities, and families, and the third & the enemy to hell, and an 
antidote of the chiefeft inlet to damnation: but of ali thefe the no- 
bleft end is the multiplying children, AZendas cam pater, Deorsm tri- 
flzam atq; inferirm quaft patet janna; erea uxorem titerorum 
exdorum cash ducere religio(um eft, taid Varro, It is religion to | Macrobius cz 
marry for children ; and Quemtslan puts it into the definition of a | /7™+. 
wife, ef exnimuxor qxam junget, quam dedactt utslitas s vajus hec reve- 
rentia eft, quod vitetuer inventain canfa dibereram, and therctote St. 
Ignatias when he had {poken of Elias, and Tet#s, and Clement, with | ryit od phi. 
an honourable mention of theit virgin ftare, left he might feem to | /ede/ps, 
have leffened the married Apoftles, at whole feet in Chrifts King-] 
dome he thought himfelf unworthy to. fit, he gives this reftimony, 
they were vols yxpeotg megaymAncartes Sy Und mwegduulas Tig 
D Bel 1d wegypaey AAA Ew bwvolas tabtwr TE yloes fos extlyyc, 
that they might not be difparaged in their great names of holineffe 
and feverity, they were fecured by not matrying to fatisfie their 
lower appetites, but out of defire of childten. Other confiderations, 
if they be incident and by way of appendage, are alfo confiderable 
in the accounts of prudence ; but when they become principles, 
they defile the my {tery and make the bleffing doubrfull ; Amabzt fa- 
ptens, cuptent cetert, {aid Afrantius, love is a fair inducement, but de- | 
fire and appetite are rude, ahd the chara@terifmes of a fenfuall per- 
fon: Amare jufti & bons eff, capere empotentis s vo love, belongs to 
'E | a juft and a good man s but t6 lu, or furioufly and paffionately to 
defire, is the figne of impotency and an unruly minde. | 
- 2, Man and wife are equally concerned to avoid all offences of 
cach other in the beginning of theit converfation : every little thing 
can blaft as infant bloffome 3 and the bteath of the South can fhake 
the little rings of the Vine, - — firft théy begin to curle a the 
| 2 _locks | 


C 
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locks of a new weaned boy; but when by age and confolidation| 4 
they ftiffen into the hardneffe of a ftem, and have by the warm em-| 
braces of the Sunne and the kiffes of heaven brought forth their | 
clufters, they can endure the ftorms of the North, and the loud 
noifes of a tempeft, and yet never be broken ; fo are the early uni- 


{cenes, but in the fucceffion of a long fociety ; and it is not chance 

or weakneffe when it appears at firft, but ir is want of love or pru- 
dénce,or it will be fo expounded ; and that which appears ill at firft| p 
ufually affrights the unexperienced man or woman, who makes un- 
equall conjetures, and fancies mighty forrowes by the proporti- 
ons of the new and early unkindneffe, Ic isa very great paffion, or a 
huge folly, ora certain want of love, that cannot prelerve the co- 
lours and beauties of kindneffe, fo long as publick honefty requires 
man to wear their forrowes for the death of a friend, Flstarch coms 


oupmney Abort ub yig Umd MUS x, TID Ape sah when the 


_. |tion’d bending, fcagcely can it be diffolved without fire or the vio- 
lence of iron. After the hearts of the man and the wife are endeared 
and hardned by a mutuall confidence,and an experience longer then 
artifice and pretence can laft,there are agreat many remembrances, 
and fome things refent that dafh all little unkindneffes in pieces. | 
mw a0-| The little boy in the Greek Epigram,that was creeping downa pre- |. 
| Cipice was invited to his fafety by the fight of his mothers pap, when 

nothing elfe could intice him to return ; and the bond of common 
children, and the fight of her that nurfes what is moft deartohim, p 
and the endearments of each other in the courfe of a long fociery, 
and the fame relation is an-excellent fecurity to redintegrate and to | 
call that love back which folly and trifling accidents would difturb. 


Tormentum ingens nubentibus beret 
Qua nequeunt parere, & part retinere Maritos, — 


When it is come thus farre, it is hard untwifting the knot; but be 
carefull in its firft coalition, that there be no rudeneffe done ; for if 
there be, it will for eves after be apt to ftart and to be difeafed. E 
3. Let man and wife be pier to ftifle little * thin tas faft 
as they {pring, they be cut down and trod upon; for if they be fuf- 
fered to grow by numbers,they make the fpirit peevith, and the fo-' 
ciety troublefome, and the affections loofe and eafie by an habituall ; 
averlation.Some men are more vexed witha flie chen with a — | 

| ~ aha. 
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A and when the gnats difturb our fleep, and the reafon is difquicted Ssx.XV1I) oe 
but not perfectly awakened ; it is often feen that he is fuller of trou- | 3 
ble then if in the day light of his reafon he were to conteft with a 
‘potent enemy.Inthe frequent little accidents of a family,a mans rea- 

{on cannot alwayes be awake ; and when his difcourles are imper- 
fet, and a trifling trouble makes him yet more reftleffe, he is {oon 
betrayed to the violence of paifion. It is certain chat the man or 
‘woman are in a ftate of weakneffe and folly then,when they can be 
troubled with a trifling accident ; and therefore it is not good to 

_ ‘tempt their affections, when they are in that ftate of danger. In this 

1B cafe the caution is, to {ubtra@ fuel from the fudden flame; for ftub- 

| ble though it be quickly kindled, yet it is as {oon extinguithed, if it| 
be nor blown by a pertinacious breath, or fed with new matcrialls; 
adde no new provocations to the accident, and do not inflame this, 
and peace will {oon return, and the difcontent will paffe away foon, 
' as the {parks from the collifion of a flint: ever remembring, that 
| difcontenss proceeding from daily little things, do breed a fecret 
‘andifcernabie difeafe, which is more dangerous chen a feaver pro- 
ceeding from a difcerned nororious furfeir, 
4. Let them be fure to abftain from all! thofe thingsswhich by 
C | experience and obfervation they finde to be contrary to each other. 
They that govern Elephants never appear before them in white, and 
the Mafters of Buls keep from them all garments of blood and {car- 
let, as knowing that they will be impatient of civil ufages and difci- 
pline,whensheir natures are provoked by their proper antipathies, 
The ancients in their maritall Hicroglyphicks us’d to depi& cMer- 
‘tary Randing by Venus, to fignifie, that | fair language and {weet 
sntreatics, the mindes of cach other fhould be united 5 and hard by 
‘Shem Susdan (3 Gratias defcrepferunt , they would have all de- | -~*ajasare- 
‘licioufneffe of manners, compliance and mautuall obfervance to ed 

D abide. Nulla bont,quo- 

5. Letzhe husband and wife infinitely avoid a curious diftin@ion caddy etre : 

Of mine and thine; {or this hath caufed all the lawes,and all the fuits, | Pius aloes qua 

| and all che wars in the worldslet them who havebut one perfon,have | mellis bater- 

alfo buc.one interc{t, The husband and wife arc heirs to each other | J7"¢*- S65 

\ (as Dion Gus Halscarnafeus relates from Romulus)if they die without 

‘children, but if there be. children, the wile js r0i'5 was aly foouopG, 

| 8 parener in the inberitance 3 But during their life the ule and im- 


a ee re SS ee ot 


ployment is common to both their geceffities, and in this there is |. 
| Lao other difference of right, but chat che man hath the difpenfation 
‘EB ofall, aod may keepic from his wife juft asthe Govetnour of a 
| Town may keep it from the right owner ; he hath.the power, bur | | 
xo right to dofo. Aud when either of chem begins to inpropriate, 
{4c is hike a.cumor inthe flefh, ic drawes mcre then it thare, but | 
| shag dt feeds an curnsto a bile : and. thercfore the Rayans forbad | 
man and wide, :becaule neisher | 
a) 
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Ser.XVII_ ofthem could transfer a new right of thofe things,which already they | ' 
| had in common;but this is to be under{tood only concerning the ufes 
of neceffity and pertonal conveniences;for fo all may be the womans, 

and all may be the mans in {everal regards, Corvinus dwels in a farm 
and receives all its profits,and reaps and fowes as he pleafe,and cats of 

the corn and drinks of the wine, it is his own: but all that alfo is his 

Lords, and for it Corizius payes acknowledgement ; and his pa- 
tron hath fuch powers and utes of it as are proper to the Lords ; | 

and yet for all this, it may be the Kings too, to all the purpofes 

that he can need, and is all to be accounted in the cexfus and for 
certain fervices and times of danger : So are the riches of a family, 
they are a womans as well asa mans: they are hers for need, and 
hers for ornament, and hers for modeft delight, and for the ufes| 
of Religion and prudent charity , but the difpofing them into por- 
tions of inheritance, the affignation of charges and governments, | 
ftipends and rewards, annuitics and greater donatives are the re- 
ferves of the fuperiour right,and not to be invaded by the under-pof- 

{effors, But in thofe things,where they ought to be common, if the |. 

{pleen or the belly {welsand drawes into its capacity much of that} 

which fhould be {pent upon thofe parts, which have an equall right | 
to be maintain’d,it is a dropfie or a confumption of the whole,fome- }. 
thing that is evil becaufe it is unnaturall and monftrous. cUaca- 
rius in his 32 Homily {peaks tully in this particular, a woman be- 
trothed to a man bears all her portion,and with a mighty love pours 
it into the handsof her husband, and fayes, gucy dev ya, I have 
| |nothing of my own, my goods, my portion, my body and my 
Purge d)- | Minde ts yours. Néu@ pp emavla ylyrdlai TB yeyapenxtlocyr TASTOv, 
“dinars. |riy dear t8¢ émaives, all that a woman hathis reckoned to the 
right of her husband ; not her wealthandher perfon onely, but 
her reputation andher praife; So Luctan, But asthe earth, the 
mother of all creatures a below, fends up all its vapours and | 
proper cmiffions at the command of the Sun, and yet requires 
them again to refrefh her own needs, and they are depofited be- 
tween them both in the bofome of a cloud as a common receptacle, 
that they may cool his flames, and yet defcend to make her fruit- 
full : fo are the proprieties of a wife to be difpos’d of by her Lord; 
and yet all are for her provifions, it being a part of his need to -re- 
frefh and fupply hers, and it ferves the intereft of both while ic 

ferves the neceffities of either. — 

Thefe-are the duties of them both, which have common re- 
gards and equall neceffities, and obligations ; and indeed there is 
{carce any matter of duty, but it concerns them both alike, and is | 
onely diftinguifhed by names, and hath its variety by circum- 
{tances and little accidents: and what in one is call’d Jove, in the 
other is called reverence; and what in the wife is obedtence, the 
{ame in the man is duty, He provides, and the difpenfes ; he gives 

eee com- 
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JA commandements, and fhe rules by them; he rules her by autho-| Sea, XVII 
rity, and the rules him by loves fhe ought by all means to pleafe 
‘him, and he muft by no means difpleafe her. For as the heart is 
{et in the mid{t of the body, and though it ftrikes to one fide by the 
prerogative of Nature, yet thofe throbs and conftant motions are | 
tele on the other fide alfo, and the influence 1s equall to both: fo it 
is in conjugall duties ; {ome motions are to the one fide more then 
to the other, but the intereft is on both, and the duty is equall in the 
feverall inftances, If ic be otherwife, the man enjoyesa wife as 
Pertander did his dead Adeli{fa, by an unnaturall union, neither 
. ;Ppleafing,.nor holy , ufeleffe to all the purpofes of focicty,. and 
| dead to content, | 


—, 


C P 
‘Ser- 
\ 
Sa LRTI LE LOT NE LT TES EIEIO IESE TE I A 
; ‘ 


[232 
| Sz, XVII 


SOOSSSSSAABABSSALUSDSAASOASLASESSS SESS 
TFTA TAREE 


‘ 
€ 


ee 


SERMON, XVIIL- 
Part Tl 


er and duty of the man ; Let every one of you fo love his wife 

even as himfelf; fhe is as himfelf, the man hath power over 
her as over himfelf, and muft love her equally. A husbands power 
Jover his wife is paternall and friendly, not magifteriall and defpo- 
jtick, “The wife isin perpetua tutela, under condu& and countell; 
|for the power a man hath is founded in the underftanding, not in 
the will or force 3 it isnot a power of coercion, but a power of 
advice,and that government that wife men have over thofe who are 
fit to be conducted by them: &t vosin manu & tn tutela non tn fer- 
vitio debetis habere eas, OF malle patres vos, & Utros,quam dominos dict, 
\{aid Valerius in Livie; WHusbands fhould rather be Fathers. then 
| Lords, Homer addes more {oft appellatives to the character of a 
husbands duty, warinp wey Dd toot avy x, wher vie pentipsh 2 xacl- 
yunr@, Thou art to be a tather and a mother to hcr,and a brother: 
and great reafon, unleffe the ftate of marriage fhould be no better 
then the condition of an Orphan. For fhe that is bound to leave | 
father and mother, and brother for thee, either is miferable likea’ 
poor fatherleffe childe, or elfe ought to finde all thefe and more in 
thee, Afedea in Eursptdes had caufe to complain when fhe found it 
otherwife. 


| Te next inquiry is more particular, and confiders the pow- 
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Meyrav do” Ga" és” fuluya x, yvapeny ye 
Tuvatxls dopey cbAmwraroy guroy, 

“Ag wpwra pody Je y pnd rey u'repC ory 

iow welaSadconirny re ow war Aake'y, 


Which St, Ambrofe well tranflates : It is fad, when viggins are with 
their own money fold to flavery ; and that fervices are in better B 
{tate then marriages ; for they receive wages, but thefe buy their | 
iferters and pay dear for their loffe of liberty ; and therefore the | 
‘Romans exprefied the mans power over his wife but bya gentle 
word, Nec vers mulieribus prefettus reponatur , qui apud Grecos 
creart folet, fed fit cenfor qué viros doceat moderari uxoribus ; {aid . 
7 | : {icero 
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| A Cscero,let there be no gdvernout of the women appoihted bit 4 cen: . 


| for of manners, one to teach the mien to moderate thetr wrves; that is? 
' fairly to induce them to the meafurts of their own propoftions, It 
was rarely obfer ved of Phslo, Ev’ 16 pan garaiy fi yuvd. Wy Bdeoxae deol; 


AUTH a gixas aveTOY x, <AgUgepyH when Adam made that fond excufe 
for his folly in eating the fotbidden fruitjhe (Tid [ The woman thot| 
 gaveft to be with mie fhe gave me ]He faies not [ Thé woman which 
| u gaveft to me | no {uch thitig ; fhe is none of his gddds, nohe of 
‘|p {his poffefftons, not to be reckoned among his fervants ; God did not 
B give her co him fo; bur [ che weman thou gaveft to be with me} that 
1s; to be miy partner, the corhpanion of my joyes and fotrowes; 
thon gaveft her for ufe, not for dominion. The dominion of a 
"man over his wife.is noothet then as the foul tules the body ; foz 

| which ir takes.a imighey care,and ufes it witha délicate tenderneffe; 

| aud cares for it in all contingencies, and watches to keep it from.all 
evils; and ftudies to make for it fair provifions, aud vefy often is 

led by its inclinations and defires, and docs never contraditt its ap: 
tites; but when they are evil, and then alfo not without fome 
trouble and forrow ; and its government comes onely f6 this, it 

C' furnithes the body with light and tinderftanding; and the body fut: 
nifhes the foul with hands and feet ;- the foul governs, becaufe the 
body cannot elfe be happy; but the government is no other then prb- 
vifion ; as anurfe gvetns a childe, when fhe caufes him to eat and 

to be warm, and dry, and quiet ; and yet even the véty govetnment 

it felf is divided ; for man and wife in the family are as the Sun and 
Moon inthe firmament of heaven 3 He rules by day, and fhe by 
night, that is, in the leffer and more proper circles of her affairs ; iri 

the condué of domettick provifions and n¢ceffary offites,and shines 

_ | onely by his light, and rules by his authority ; and a$ the Moon iri 
D Oppofition to the Sun fhines brighreft, that 1s, che ‘ when fhe is ih 
her own circles and feparate regions ; {o is the authority Of the wife 
tien moft confpicuous,when fhe is feparate and in her pfoper{phere3 | 

in Gyneceo inthe nusfery and offices of domeftick employment; 

bur when fhe isin conjunction with the Sun her Brother, that is,| 

in that place and employment in which his care and proper ofhces 

are employed, her light is not feen, her authority hath no propet 
bufineffe ; but elfe there is no difference: for they were batbarops 
people,among whom wives were in ftead of fervantssaid Spartianus 

in, (aracalla; and it is a figne of — and weaknefle to force 

\E | the camels to kneel for'their load, becaufe thou haft not {pitie and 
ftrength enough to climbe; to make the affections and evenneffe 

of a wife bend by the flexures of a fervant, is a figne the man is nof 
wife enough to govern, when another -ftands by. So many diffe- 
rences ascanbe inthe appellatives of Domsaus and ‘Domina, Go: 
vernour and Governeffe, Lord and Lady, Mafter and Miftrefte; 
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andno more ; Si tu Caius ego Casa, was publickly proclaimed upon 
the threfhold of the young mans houfe, when the bride enter’d into 
his hands and power ; and the title of Domsna in the fence of the 
civil Law was among the Romans givento wives, © ~ 
neil 6. : Hi Domisttim Ditis thalamo dsducere adort1, 

{aid Virgil; where though Servius faies it was {poken after the ma®® 
ner of the — who call’d the wife Afoworey Lady or Miftreffe, 
yet it'was fo, amongft both the Nations, 4c doms%s Dominam voca, 
at Catullus ; Harebit Domine utr comes epfe (ae, fo Martial 5 and 
therefore although there is a juft meafure of fubje@tion and obedi- 
ence due from the wife to the husband (as: I fhall after explain) 
yetnothing of this is expreffed in the mans character, or in his dus 
ty ; he isnot commanded to rule, nor inftructed how, nor bidden 
to exact obedience,or to defend his priviledge ; all his duty ts figni- 
fied by -love, by nourifbing and cherifbing, by being joyned to her 
{in all the unions of charity, by zot being. bitter to her, by dwelling 

with ber according to knowledge, giving honosr to her : fo that it feems 
to be with husbands, as itis with Bifhops and Priefts, to whom 
much honour is due, but yet fo that if they ftand upon it, and chal- 
lenge it,. they become Jefle honourable ; and as among{t men and 
worhen humility is the way to be preterr’d ; fo it isin husbands, 
.| they fhall prevail by ceffion, by {weetneffe and counfell, and charity 
‘\and compliance. So that.we cannot difcourfe of the mans righe, 

without defcribing the meafures of his duty ; that-therefore fol 
lows next, . eae : 8 

Let bim love his wife even as bemfelf :)| That’s his duty, and the 
meafure of it 00; which is fo plain, that if he underftands how he 


Epithal. Julia. 


nour towards her, fave onely that we adde the particulars, in which 
holy Scripture inftances this generall commandement, - 

Ma amxegirde. That’s the firlt. Be not better agasnft ber ; and this 
is the leaft Index and fignification of love ; a civil mans never bit- 
ter againfi a friend-or a firanger, much leffe to him that enters un- 
der his roof, and is.{ecured by the lawes of hofpitality. But a wife 
does all that, and more ;. fhe quits all her intereft for his love, fhe | 
gives him all that fhe can: give, fhe is as much the fame perfon as ; 
another can be the fame,who 1s conjoyned by love,and myftery,and 

religion, and all that is facred and profanc, as | 


Non equidem hoc dubites amborum federe certe 
Confentire dies, & ab uno fidere duct; | 


They have the fame fortune, the fame fainily, the fame children,the | 


Ss, anal -* 


treats himfelf, there needs nothing be added concerning his demea- 
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the fame difference there is in the authority of man and woman,| -A 


D 


fame _ 
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——— ees OO OO lhe eee, 
A {ame religion, the fame interelt, the fame Heth [ erst duo en carnem | Sa, XVI 
‘wnam | and therefore this the Apo ftle urges for his .r wixpas vee, xo 
| man bateth bis own fiefb, Lut nourif{beth and chersfbeth it ; and he cer- 
: tainly is ftrangcly facrilegious and a violatcr of the rights of hofpi- 
tality and fanctuary who ufes her rudely, who is fled for protection, 
not oncly to his houfe, bur alio to his heart, and bofome. A wile 
'man will not wrangle with any one, much leffe with his dearcft 
| rclative, and if it be accounted undecent to embrace in publick, 
liv isextremely fhamefull to brawle in publick, for the other is 
‘init {elf lawtull, buethis never, though it were affifted with the 
‘ beft circumftances of which itis capable, Marcus Aurelius {aid, | 
! that a wife man ought often to admovi{b his wife, to reprove her fel- 
dome, but never to lay bis hands * upon her: yee eee ep ne 
neque verberibus neq; maledsitss exafperan- — Yerberas,& cela diripit ille Deas. 
' dam uxorem,{aid the Dodors of the Jews, Sit fatis é membris tenuem prafcindere veem, 
‘and Homer brings in Jupiter fometimes gyi" fittaraa dflefecemes, 
{peaking fharply to Juno (accordingto © Quotenerairato flere puella pore, 
the Greek liberty and Empire ) butmade S¢4manibus qui feuns erit, fausimque fudérgs 


. see Vs gerat, ey mati fit procul d Venere. 
apaufe at ftriking her, Tibull. 


oy ee 


Cc Ov may bid ef are maxoppaping aAcyewng Hike 
Tpwlrn éwav'prasxal oe WAny vow ipacow, os 
And the Ancients ufe to facrifice to Funo yaphaiG or the prefi- 
dent of Marriage withour gall, and St. Bajil. oblerves and urges 
it, by way of upbraiding quarrelling hushands;etsam uspera crus ob 
nuptiarum Uenerationem evomit, the Viper cafts all his poyfon when} - | 
‘he marrics his female, T# duritiam animt, tu ferstatem, tu crudel:ta- ssi 
‘tem ob untonis yeverentiam non depenis? He is worle then a Viper oo 
‘who for the reverence of this facred union will not abftain from 
{uch a poifonous bitrerneffe ; and how fhall he embrace that per- 
fon. whom he hath fmitteg reproachtully ? , for thofe kindneffes are 
‘undecent. which, the fighting man paycs unto his. wife. St. Chry- 
| '{oftome preaching carneftly againft this barbarous inhumanity of 
| ftriking the wife, or reviling her with eval language,fayes it is as if a 
| | King fhould beat his Viceroy and ufc him like a dog ; from whom 
' | moftof that reverence and majefty muft needs depart which he 
Girt put upon him, and the fubjects fhall pay him Jeffe duty, by 
how much his Prince hathtreated him with leffe civility ; but,the | 
|. |loffe redounds to himfelf ; and the government of the whole fami- 
\E + ly thall be difordered, if blowes be laid upon that. (houlder which | 
| | ig with the other ought to bear nothing but the cares and the 
i 
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ues of a prudent, government.. And it is obfervable,, that no 


/man ever did this rudeneffe for a vertuous end ; it is.an incompe- 


tent inftrument, and may proceed from wrath and folly,. but can | 
never end in vertue and the unions of @ prudent. and fair focicty. 
hae - . - .- oe Quod ge we 


| 
\ 
| 


236 The Marriage ‘Ring. 


Sa. XVIIL) Quod fi verberaveris exafperalts mortam, (faith St. Chryfoftome ) afpe- A 


ritas enim man(uetudine non alia afperstate diffolvstur ; it you fttike 
you exa{perate the wound, and (like Cato at Mtscain his defpair ) 
‘tear the wounds in pieces; and yct he that did fo ill to himfelf 
whom he lov'd well, he lov’d not women tenderly, and yct would 
never ftrike ; And if the man cannot endure her talking, how can 
fhe endure his ftriking > But this caution contains a duty in it which 
none prevaricates but the mcaneft of the people, fools and bedlams, 
whofe kindneffe is a curfe, whofe government ‘is hy chance and vio- 
lence, and their familics are herds of talking cattell. 


Sic alternos reficst curfus 

Alternus amor, fic aftrigerts 
Bellum dif{cors eXulat or1s. 

Hac concordia temperat equss 
Elementa modis, ut pugnantia 
Vicibus cedant hamida ficets, 
Jungantds fidem frigora’ flammis, 


The Maritall love is: infinitely removed from all poffibility of fuch 
rudeneffes : it isa thing pure as light, facred as a Temple, lafting as 
the world ; Amscstia, que definere potutt, nunquam Vera fust, faid one ; 
that love,that can ceale,was never true; it ts ¢iAlajlo Mofes call'd it; 

it is eJ voz, {0 St.Paul s it is pAsrxs, {0 Homer 3 it is giAoge sou'yn,{o 
Plutarch ; that is, it contains in it all {weetneffe, and all fociety, 
and all felicity, and all prudence, and all wifdome. For there is no- 
thing can pleafe a man witlout love, and if a man be weary of the 

. {wife difcourfes of the Apoftles,; and of the innocency of an even 
{anda private fortune, or hates peace ora fruittull year, he hath 
reapcd thorns and thiftles from the choiceft flowers of Paradife ; 


dwels in love, then the brefts of his wife are pleafant as the drop-' 
pings upon the hill of Hermon, her eyes are fair as the light of 
{heaven, fheis a fountain fealed, and he can quench his thirft, and | 
eafe his cares, and lay his forrows downe upon her lap, and can ' 

‘ {retire home as to his fanétuary and refectory, and his gardens of 
* Felicester \4weetneffe and chaft refrefhments, * No mancantell but he that 
dy emplins | loves his children, how many delicious accents make a mans heart 
Rent mle, dance in the pretty converfation of thofe dear pledges ; theit chil- 
necmalis | difhneffe,their ftammering,their little angers, their innocencestheir 
Suprema citj-| 20d Comfort to him that delights in their perfons and fociety ; but 
as folveta- | he that loves not his wife and children, feeds a Lioneffe at home, 
"Hora, {28d broods a neft of forrowes ; and bleifing it felf cannot make 
him happy ; fo that all che commandements of God injoyning a 

man to. love Jus wife; are nothing but fo many neceffities and ca- 


ae 


Por nothing can (weeten felscsty 2t felf, Lut lore; but whenaman py 


Pree pili their neceffities are fo many little emanations of joy E 


pacities 
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en nee oe ne enone een REE, | | 
A ‘panei of joy. Sha that 4 loud is fafe, and he that loves as joyfull, SesXVILI 
ove is a union of all things excellent 5 it contains in it proportion | 
and fatisfaétion, and reft,and confidence ; and I with thar this were 
fo much proceeded in, that the Heathens themfelves could not g0 
beyond us in this vertue, and its proper, and its appendant happi- 
neile, Tiberius Gracchas chofe to die tor the fafery ot his wife ; and 
yet me thinks to a Chriftian to do fo, thould be no hard thin ; for 
many fervants will die for their Matters, and many Gentlemen 
_ will dye for their friend ; but the examples are not fo many of thofe 
|, + thac are ready to do it for their deareft relatives,and yet {ome there 
B have been, Baptifta Fregofa tells of a Neapolitan that gave himfelf a 
{  ; flave to the Moores, that he oy follow his wife 5 and Dominicus 
Catalufius the Prince of Lestos kept company with his Lady when 
fhe was a Leper 5 and thefe are greater things then to die, 
| _ Buethe cafes in which this can be required are fo rare and con- 
; &ingent,that holy gp ge inftances nog the duty in this particular; 
but it contains in it that che husband fhould nourifh and cherith 
her, that he fhould refreth her forrowes and intice her fears into 
confidence and pretty arts of reft ; for even the fig-trees that grew 
lin Paradife fad fharp pointed leaves, and harfhneffes fitto mor- 
| C tifie the too forward lufting after the {weetneffe of the fruit. But 
{it will concern the prudence of the husbands love to make the 
cares and evils as fimple and eafie ashe can, by doubling the joyes| 
and acts of 2 carefull friendfhip, by tolerating her infirmities, ( be- ocuee 
caufe by fo doing, he cither cures her, or makes himfelf better ) by | “nm tolles opas 
fairly expounding all the lictle traverfes of fociety and communj- ean feras 
cation, by taking every — by the right handle, (as Plutarch’s palpi 
expreffion is ) for there is nothing but may be mifinterpreted, and commodinen. 


yet if it be capable of a fair. conftruGion, it is the office of love to Sih ae, 
make it. . 3 : “qui fart, fife 
D . So : ineliorem fs 
| , a Fy} Aoyely | Site Varro, 
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Love will account that to be well faid, which it may be was not fo 
intended 3 and then it may caufe it to be fo another time. 
3. Hither alfo is to be referred that he fecure the intcreft of het 
E | verte and felicity by a fair example; for a wifetoa husband is 
a line or fuperficies, it hath dimenfions of its own, but no mo- 
tion or proper affections ; but’commonly put on fuch images of |: 
vermles or vices as are prefented to them by their husbands Idea ; 
and if thou beeft vicious, complain not that {be is infefted that lies 
in thy bofome ; the intereft of whofe _ ties her to tranfcribe thy | 
| | cop 
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Sz. XVIII copy and write after the characters of thy manners, Paris wasa: ‘A 
man of pleafurc, and Heleva was an adultereffe, and fhe added co- 
vetoufnefle upon her own account. But #ly/Jes was a prudent man, 

and a wary councellour,fobcr and {evere, and he efformed his wife 

into {uch imagery as he defir'd,and_ fhe was chaft as the {nowes up- 

onthe mountains, diligent asthe fatall fitters, alwayes bufie, and 

alwayes faithfull,yAvoozy unvaryov, yereg O° elev eryariv, the. 

had a lazic tongue anda bufie hand. | | 

Rabev ty 4. Above all the inftances of love, let him preferve towards | 
jéuy, {her an inviolable faith, and an untpotted chaftiy, for this is the. 
marriage Ryng, it tics two hearts by aneternall band; it is like 
the Cherubims flaming {word fet for the guard of Paradife’; he 

that paffes into that garden, now that it is mmur'd by Chrift and 

the Church, enters intothe thades ot death, No man mutt rouchi| 

the forbidden Tree, that in the midft of the garden, which 1s the 

trec of knowledge and life. Chastity is the lecurity of love, and 

preferves all the myfterioufnefle like the fecrets of a Temple. 

Under this lock is depofited fecurity of familics, the union of af 

fections, the repairer of accidentall' breaches, ~ 


B 


Ka) od axesle velxee Av'ow a c | 
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This is a grace that is fhut up and fecur’d by all arts of heaven, 
and the defence of lawes, the locks and bars of modefty, by ho- 
nour and reputation, by fear and fhame, by intereft and high re- 
gards ; and that contra& that is intended to be for ever, is yet dif- 
olv'd and broken by the violation of this ;- nothing buc death can 
do fo much evil to the holy rites of marriage, as unchaftity and 
breach of faith can, The fhepherd Cratis falling in love with a ' 
{fhe goat, had his brains beaten out witha buck as he lay afleep ; 
and by the lawes of the Romaxs, a man might kilthis daughter 
or his wife, if he furprifed her in the breach of her holy vowes, 
which areas facred as the threads of life, fecret as the privacies. 
of the Sanétuary, and holy asthe focicty of Angels, alle funt’' 
tumicitia nifi amorts acerbe, and God that commanded us to for- 
give our enemics, left it in our choice, and hath not commanded us | 
to forgive an adultcrous liusband or a wife ; but the offended par- 
tics difpleafure may paffe into an eternal! feparation of fociety and , 
friendfhip, Now in this grace it is fit that the wifdome and {e- 
verity of the man fhould Hold forth a pure taper, that his wife E 
may by {eeing the beauties and tranfparency of that Cryftall, dreffe 
her minde and her body by the light of fo pure reflexions; It is’ 
certain he will expeét it from the modefty and retirement, from 
the paffive nature and colder temper, from the humility and fear, | 
from the honour and loue of his wife, that fhe be pure as the ye 
| : | O 
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bleneffe, the love and confidence, the fttength and fevetity of the 
, man fhould be as holy and certain in this grace, ashe is a fevere 
exactor of itat her hands, who can more eajily be sempted by another, 
| and leffe ty her felf. oe. 4 
‘Thefe are the little lines of « mans duty, which like thteds of| 
‘ight from the body of the Sun do clearly defctibe all the tegions |. 
of his proper obligations, Now concerning the womans duty, al- 
| though it confifts in doing whatfoever her husband commands, and 
{fo receives meafures from the rules of his government, yet there 
B are alfo fome lines of life depif&ed upon her hands, by which fhe 
~ read and know how to ptoportion out her duty to her hus- 
| 1. The firft is obedtence , which becaufe it is no where enjoyned 
that the man ¢hould exaé of her, but often commanded to her to]. 
| Pay, gives demonftration that it is a voluntary ceifion that is requi- 
red, lucha ceffion as muft be without coercsox and utolexce on his 
part, buc upon fasr inducements, and reafonableneffe in the thing, 
and out of dove, and bonowr on her part. When God commands 
us to love him, he means we fhould obey him ; This is love that ye 
C keep my Commandements, and, a ye love me (faid our Lord ) keep 
my Commandements: Now as Chrift is to the Church, fo is man to 
| the wife: and therefore obedience is the bett inftance of her love; 
for 1¢ proclaims her fubmiffion, her humility, ber opinion of his 
wifdome, his preeminence in the family, the right of his privi- 
ledge, and the injunétion ithpofed by God upon her fexe, that al-|. 
though #2 forrow fhe brings forth children, yet with love and choice 
fhe fbowla obey, The mans authority 1s love, and the womans love 
48 obedience, and it was not rightly obferved of him that faid, >. 
when woman fellsGod made het timorous that fhe might be rul’d, 
D aptand eafie to obey, for this obedience is no way founded in fear, | 7 
_ but in love and reverence, Recepta reverentia eft fi mulier viro|C.sigh fe | 
= {uti laid the. Law; unleffe alfo that we will adde, that i is an| 4t- Matrim. { 
effec of that modefty which like rubies adorn the necks and| , 
cheeks of women, Padsestia ih pater, eos magusficare, gut wos focias rote ing 
fampferunt fibi, faid the maiden in the comedy: Ic is modefty to | °"™ 
advance and highly to honour them, who have honoured us by ma- | 
king us to be the companions of their deareft excellencies ; for the |: 
woman that went ce the man in the way of death, is comman. | \ 
ded to follow him in the way of love; and that makes the {o- 
E |ciety to be pesfed, and the union profitable, and the harmony 
‘Compleat, — fe 


Inferior -Matrona fo fit; Sexte, marito 3 
- Non alter fiunt famsna virgae pares, 


) Or Fot 
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Se. XVIII For thenthe foul and body make a perfec&t man, whenthe foul| A 
: commands wilcly, or rules lovingly, and cares profitably, and pro- 
vides plentifully, and conducts charitably , that body which is 
its partng¢r and yet the inferiour. But if the body fhall give lawes, 
|and by the violence of the appetite, firft abufe the under ftanding, 
and then’ poffeffe the {upcrior portion of the will and choice, the 
body and the foul are not apt company, andthe manisa fool and 
|miferable. Ifthe foul rules not, it cannot be a companion ; either 
it muit govern, or be a {lave ; Never was King depofed and fuffer- 
ed to live in the ftateof Pecrage and equall honour, bur made a 
prifoner, or putto death; and thofe women that had rather lead | B 
the blind then follow prudent, guides, rule fools and-eafie men, 
then obey the powerfull and the wife, never made a good fociety 
{ina boule ; a wife never can become equal! but by obeying ; but fo 
|her power while it is in minority, makes up the authority of the 
man integrall, and becomes one government,as themfelves are one 
man, Male and Female created he them, and called their name Adam, 
faith the holy Scripture ; they are but one ; and therefore the feve- 
rall parts of thisone man muft ftand in the place where God ap- 
|pointed, that the lower parts may do their cffices in their own fta- 
tion, and promote the common intereft of the whole, A ruling C 
Woman is intolerable, _ i | 


| Gen. 5.2. 


7 


Juvenal. en Fagiunt graviora coatte 
7 Imperto fexus , 


But that’s not all ; for the is miferable too: for, 


Ta Devlepete rhy puveai'xa Def Ab yeas 
Thy OV tryemoviay 7h! CAay Tavs fy ey. 


It is a fad calamity for a woman to be joyned to a foolora weak 
perfon; itis like a guard of gecfe to keep the Capitoll, or as ifa_ 
_|flock of fheep fhould read grave lectures to their fhepherd, and 
give him orders where he fhall conduct them to pafture. O vere 
Phrygia, neg; entm Phryges, It is a curfe that God threatned {inning . 
‘pay 3.4. | Perlons, Devoratum eft robur eorum, fattt (unt quafi mulseres, Effems- 
: natt dominabuntur ets. To be ruled by weaker people, déAov yert Sas - 
maegceovsiG. deomots, tohavea fooltoones matter is the fate 
of mifcrable and unbleffed people : and the wife can be no wayes 
happy, -unleffe fhe be governed by a prudent Lord, whofe com- E 
mands are fober counfels, whofe authority is paternall, whof¢ or- 
ders are provifions, and whofe fentences are charity. 

But now concerning the meafures and limits of this obedience, 
we can beft take accounts from Scripture:éy 1e17,faith the Apoftle, 
an all things ; ut Domino, as unto the Lord; and that’s large enough; 

| es _ as 


| Ephef.s.24. 
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A asuntoa Lord ut Ancilla Domine, {o St.Hieran underftands it, who $2. XVIII 
neither was a friend to the {exe nor to mattiage ; But his miftake is | 
foon confuted by the text ; It is not st Dominss, be fubjeét to your 

| husbands as unto Lords, but #¢7@ xueq, that is, in all religion, in 
| r@®rence and in love, itt duty and zeal, in faith and knowledge ; of 
clic aig +@ xved@ may fignifie,wives be fo fubjeG to your husbands, 
but yet fo,thar ac the fame time y¢ be fubjeét to the Lord. For that’s 
the meafure of év avr) in all things 5 and it is more plain in the pa- 
i Fallell place, ac Sviiney dy xue leo as it 48 fit in the Lord, Religion mutt 
ibe the meafure of your obedience and fubjeGtion : iztra limites difcie 
B i pline;{o Tertullian exprefles it. navra udy ro ay TULL og 
Mander, axbvrG@ ixelys, megdkas wore, wAny doe cic peT ay x copay 
‘Sraplpery vopel eto, [0 Clemens Alex. In all things let the wife be {ub- 
ject to the husband, fo as to do nothing again{t his will, thofe onely 
things excepted, in which he is impious or reftaGaty in things per- 
taining to wifdome and piety. | 
| But in this alfo there 1s fome peculiat caution. For although in 
| thofe things which are of the neceffary patts of faith and holy life, 
the woman is onely fubjec to Chrift, who onely is and can be Lor 
of confciences, and commands alone whete the conf{cicnce js in- 
C | firucted and convinced; yet ds it is part of the mans officetobea] 
teacher, and a prophet; and a guide, and a Mafter ; foalfo it will] 
relate very much to the demonftration of their affeGions to obey 
his counfels, to imitate his vertues, to be directed by his wifdome,tg 
have her perfwafion meafured by the lings of his excellent religion} 
By hflov > cyevivaextoas yapetng AeySoncy aynp ou! poi tgal 2aI- 
yntng % piAcoopes % DidacKaAG F xeaAlsov x, Sword tiv, It 
were hugely decent (faith Plutarch ) that the wife fhould achnow- 
ledge her husband tor her teacher and her guide; for then when {hie 

, |38 what he pleafe to efform het, he hath no caufe to complain if fhe 

D ibe no better: 7a" 4 Toad hc apatoyvacglensn + dréxey 
746 yoratnxas, his precepts and wife counfels can draw her off from 
vanitics 5 and as he faid of Geometry, that if fhe be skill’d in thee, | 
fhe will gor gr be a fer ora dancer, may perfely be faid| 

e 


4 
‘ 


E.. | of affections shen the unity of religion; and . 
itted to a woman to have a religion by her felf.£ofaem quos ma- | 
which a womsn performs fevetally from her husband age sor plea- 


| fing 20 God; and therefore Pompaxia resins, berayle fae enter 
 [aind @ Rcanger religion 5 was Perauitzed £0 dee judgesnens off 
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$s. XVIL | her husband P/antsus.And this whole affair is no ftranger to Chrifti- 
anity. For the Chriftian woman was-not fuffered to marry an un- 
beleeving man ; and although this is not to be extended to different 
6pinions within the limits of the common faith, yet thus muchgd-. 
vantage is won or loft by it; that the compliance of the wife, ahd 
{ubmiffion of her underitanding to the better rule of her husband 
in matters of Religion, will help .ery much to warrant her,though 
fhe fhould be mifperlwaded iri a matter leffe neceffary;yet nothing 
~~ [can warrant her in her feparate rites and manners of worjhippings, 
but an invincible neceffity of confcience, and a curious infallible 
truth ; and if the be deceived alone,fhe hath no excufe; if with him, 
fhe hath much pity, and fome degrees of warranty under the pro- 
ection of humility, and duty, and dear affections; and fhe will 
[finde that it is part of her priviledge and right to partake of the my- 
fteries and blesfings of her husbands religion, Tuvatxe yaperiy x7 
yo poss bepsc ourtAlsoay avoek xolvavoy amayray tives, Ypncaravire 
%, leper, {aid Romulus, A woman by the holy Lawes hath right to 
partake of her husbands goods, and her husbands facrifices, and ho- 
oo te 8 "Ly things, Where there.is a fchifme in one 
Ulp ab " ago Tp ae ; catbascie: | bed, there is a nurfery of temptations, .and |. 
Horreat,ings diem feprenis oderit boris? love is perfecuted and in perpetuall danger 
: ey eee ‘6° fo bee deftroyed ; there dwell jealouties, 
and divided intérefts, and differing opinions, and continual] dif- 
putes, and we cannot love them fo well, whom we beleeve to bee 
lefle beloved of God, and it is ill uniting witha perfon, concern- 
ing whom my per{watfion tells me, that he is like to live.in hell to 
eternall ages, See ; me | : 
| 2@ «The next line of the womans duty is compliance, which St. 
Peter cals, the hidden mar of the heart, the ornament of a meck and 
& quiet fpirtt, and toit he oppofes the outward and pompous orna- 
ment of the body, concerning which as there -can be no particular 
meature fet down to all perfons,but the propofitions are to be mea- 
fured by the cuftomes of wife people, the quality of the woman, 
{and the defires of the man; yet it istobe limited by Chriftian 
mo defty, and the ufages of the more excellent and fevere matrons. 
CMenander in the Comedy brings in a man turning his wife from 
= houfe becaufe fhe ftain’d her hair yellow, which was then the 
aury, 7 ; a — 


| Pet 3.4 


Pe 
/ 


2 5 NOVO! dpa’ ta” bindy ray * Thy yuvalxa yD | 
Thy odgeo & Osi rag rolyas ZavSag woidly, 


A wile woman fhould not paint. A,ftudious gallantry in dothes can- 
| not make a wife man ‘love his wife the better. "Eig rec reg yald'ss 

Kproysa x bx els 7 Bidy, {aid the Comedy, {uch gayeties are fit fot 
tragedies; butnotforthe ufesof life; decor eccultus; & titha venuftns, 
bt say, aetna, Teena, ces ania a that’s. __. 
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A that’s the Chriftian womans fineneffle, the hidden man of the heart, Se,XVII 
{weemeffe of manners, humble comport- | en | 
SS cpeiee t= Sos 0 f am te Cornelia mat 
iment, fair interpretation of all addrefles, Gracchorum, fi cammagnis virturibus offers 
ready compliances, high opinion of him, Grande fupercilinn, @ manéres in dote tvinmpho. 
and mean of her {elf,- a . 7 A Bs 
°Ey x01) Av ans TE nd wig ve Yay fas Ce Quid juvat ornato procedere citra capillo, 
To partake fecretly,and in her heart of all | 7 ib aged orrale : 
. os : ° ? calo peraere culty, 
his joyes and forrows, to beleeve him “ec finere im propriis membra nitere bonis? 
comly and fair,though the Sun hath drawn : : 


- _ Propert.Ls.el.1. 
'a cypreffe over him, ( for as marriages are 1,<: he deep cdap 8 on plied 
B aa be contracted by the hands mF eye, 7 esi 8 any int i ag wen’. 

but with reafon and the hearts ; {o are thefe san laa "S yalp tpoaruse 43 nelrew ssiv 

judgements to be made by the minde, not “"" ""”" _ 

by the fight:)and Diamonds cannot make the woman vertuous, nor 

‘him to value her who fees her put them off then, when charity and 

| modefty are herbrighteft ornaments, _ aa 


(a ae as , 


"Ou ko 61406 Sx, o TAhpiav, 2AM zxoopl d - 
Dalvoil dy Fras owy wapyaeiene ppevwr, &C- 


C' And indeed thofe husbands that: are pleafed with undecent'gayeties 
"| of their wives,are like fifhes taken with oiritments and ‘intoxicating 
baits, aprand eafie for {portand niockery, but ufeleffe for food, 
and when Circe had turned #ly//e3 companions into hogs and mon- 
{kies, by pleafures and the inchantments of her bravery'and luxury; 
they werc no longer. ufefull to her, fhe knew not what to dowith 
them; but on wile 4//fes fhe was continually enamour’d, Indeed 
| the outward ornament is fit to take fools,but they are not worth the 
taking; But fhe that hath a wife husband,mutt intice him to an eter- 
| nall dearneffe by the vail of modefty, and the grave robes of chafti- 
D ‘ty, the ornament of meckneffe, and the jewels of faith and charity; 
he muft have no fucws but blufhings, her brightneffe muft be puri- 
‘cy, and fhe muft fhine round about with {weemeffes and friend- 
‘fhip, and fhe fhall be pleafant while fhe lives, and defired when 
' fhe dies, If not, ! | | 


Karhastoca xel Tet, 
| Oud r1¢ pevncoov ve ol Sey foadat, 
"Ou per hyes bday raw dx meeing. 


Ez Her grave fhall be full of rottenneffe and difhonour,-end-her me- 
‘mory fhall be worfe after fhe is dead: after fhe #s dead: For that 

| mory ! 3 
will be the end of all merry meetings 3 and I choofe this to be the 
laft advice to both. | : 

|. 3. Remember the dayes of darkneffe, for they are many; The joyes. 
ofthe bridall chambers are quickly paft,and the remaining portion| ~ 


F on - or Ce Sh val 
‘ ae” D a! - ‘a 3 ’ * 
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Sz, XVIII, of the ftate is a dull progreffe without variety of joyes, burt not| A 

without the change of forroews; but that portion that fhall enter 

into the grave muft be eternall. It is fit that I fhould infufe a bunch 

of myrrhe into the feftivall goblet, and afcer the Egyptian manner 

ferve vp a dead mans bones at a feaft ; I will onely thew it and take 

it away again; it will make ‘the wine bitter, buc wholefome ; But 

_\thofe married pairs that live, as remcmbring that they muft part 

again, and give an account how they treat themfelves and each o- 

ther, {hall at the day of their death be admitted to glorious efpou- 

{als, and when they fhall live again, be married to their Lord, and 
‘| partake of his glories, with Adrabam and Fofepb, St, Peter and St.| B 

1 Pasly and all the married Saints, - | 


Ore viv Srey 4 ndyre neplpyeras fede” 
“Hy 36 pd, CAA’ Huai'g cura wapepy omede, 


All thofe things that now pleafe us fhall paffe from us, or we from 
them, but thofe things that concern the other life are permanent as} 
the numbers of eternity: and although at the refurre@tion there 
fhall be no relation of husband and wife , and no marriage fhall be | 


joyes crown their heads, and they fhall lie in the bolome of 
Jefus, and in the heart of God to eternall ages, Amen, | 


Ser- 
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SERMON, ‘XIX.’ 


A 


s/ APPLES OF SODOM: 


OR 


The fruits of Sine, 


Part I. 


oe Romans 6.21. = =. | 
What fruit had ye then in thofe things whereof ye are now 
afbamed ?- For the end of thofe things is death. 


RD PIED MBH fon of Sirach did prudently advife concerning 
WP4\ WaaXh making judgements of the feliciry or infelicity 
A@zamq BWISAN of men: Fudge none bleffed before his death; for a| 
A CB man {hall be known tn his children, Some men raile 
GWaXe their fortunes from a cottage to the chairs of 

“94b Princes, froma fheep-coat to a throne,and dwell 
. in the circles of the Sun, and in the lap of pro- 
{perity ; their wifhes and fucceffe dwell under the {ame roof, and 
ptovidence ‘brings all events into their defigne, and ties both ends | 
together with profperous ficceffes; and even the little con{perfi- 
ons and intertextures of evil accidents in their lives, are but like a 
faign’d note in mufick, by an artificiall difcord making the eat co- 
vetous, and then pleafed with the harmony into which the’ appe- 
E. | tite was inticed by paffion, and a pretty reftraint ; and variety does 
but adorn profperity, and make it of a {weeter relifh, and of more, 
advantages ; and fome of thefe men defcend into their graves with- 
out a change of forcane; a a Ghee 


Eccles. 12.28 


 Evipitur perfona,manetres, om 


24.6 


fent profperity for an intolerable danger of an uncertain eternity, 


_jand young Scipio the fon of Africanus was a fool and a prodigall ; 


{claims to all the world, that the meafures of our felicity are not to 


N 


Apples of Sodom. 


Indeed they cannot longer dwell upon the eftate, bur that remains 
unsified, and defcends upon the heir, and all is well till the nex 
generation : bet if the evil of his death, and the change of his pre- 


‘does noe fowre his full chalice ; yet if his children prove vicious, 
or degenerous, cusfed, or unprofperous, we account the man mife- 
rable, and his grave to be ftrewed with forrowes and difhonours. 
The wife and valiant (habrias grew miferable by the folly of his 
{orine Ctefippus; and the reputation of brave Germanicus began to be} 
afhamed, when the bafe Caligula entred upon his {cence of difhonou-. 
rable crimes. Commedus the wanton and feminine fonne of wife 
eA ntoninus gave a check to the great name of his Father ; and when 
the fonne of Hortenfius Corbius was proftitute, and the heir of Q. 
Fabius Maximus was difinherited by the fentence of the City Pre- 
tor, as being unworthy toenter into the fields of his glorious Father, 


pofterity did weep afrefh over che monuments of their brave Pro- 
genitors, and found that infelicity can purfue a man, and overtake 
him in his grave. 

This isa great calamity when it falls upon innocent perfons : 
and that cMofes died upon Afount Nebo in the fight of Canaan, was 
not fo greatan evil, as that his fons E/sezer and Geffon were unwor- 
thy to fucceed him; but that Prtefihood was devolv’d to his Bro- 
ther; and the Principality to his fervant ; And to Samuel, that his 
fons prov’d corrupt, and were exauthorated for their unworthi- 
neffe, was an allay to his honour and his joyes, and fuch as pro- 


be taken by the lines of our own perfon, bur of our relations too ; 
land he that is curfed in his children, cannot be reckoned among the 
fortunate. : | 

_ This which I have difcourfed concerning families in generall,' py 
is moft remarkable in the retinue and family of fin; for it keepsa 
good houfe, and is full of company and fervants, it is ferved by 
the poffeflions of the world, it is courted by the unhappy, flatter’d 
by fools, taken into the bofome by the effeminate, made theend 
of humane defignes, and feafted all the way of its progreffe ; wars ! 
are made for its intereft, and men give or venture their lives that 
their fin may be profperous; all the outward fen{es are its handmaids, 
and the inward fexfes are of its privie chamber ; the underflanding is 
its councellour, the well its friend, réches are its minifters, zature 
holds up its train, and art is its emiflary to promote its inceref and E 
affairs abroad ; and upon this account, all the world is inrolled in its. 
taxing tables, and are {ubjects or friends of its kingdome, or are fo | 
kind to it as to make too often vifits, and to lodge im its borders 5 | 
becaufe all men ftare upon its pleafures, and are intic’d to taft of | 
its wanton delicacies. Bur then if we look what are the —_— 

= | OF . 
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eA pples of Sodom. 
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‘4, Tao, it may help to untic the charm.. Sin and concupifcence 
‘Marry together, and riot and feaft ic high, but their fruits, the chil- 
.dren and production of their filthy union, are #g/y and deform’ d, 
‘fooli{b and sl-natur'd; and the Apoftle calls them by their names, 
fbameand death, Thefe are the frutts of fin, the apples of Sodom, fair 
_outfides, bur it you touch them they turn to afhes and a ftink ; and 
(if you will nurfe thefe children, and give them whatfoever is dear 
ito you, then you may be admitted into the houfe of featting, and 


chambers of riot where fin dwels ; but it you will have the mother, | 


you muft have the daughters ; the tree and the fruits go together ; 
,and there 1s none of you all that ever entred into this houfe of plea- 


fure, but he lett the skirts of his garment in the hands of fhame, |. 


and had his name roll’d in the chambers of death, What fruit had 
'yethen » That’s the Queftion. , | 

| In anfwer ty which queftion we are to confider, 1, What 
,is the fumme totall of the pleafure of finne > 2. What fruits 
and relithes. it leaves behinde by its naturall efhciency > 3. What 
[are its con{cquents by its demerit, and the infliction of the fuper- 


added wrath of God, which it hath defcgved > Of the firft Se.]. 


Paul gives no account, but by way of upbraiding asks, what they 
had > cthatis, zothing thatthey dare own, xothing that remains: 
and where is it 2 fhew it; what’s become of it> Of the fecond he 
gives the {umme totall ; all ies naturall effects are fbame and its ap- 
pendages, ‘The third, or the {uperinduc’d evils by the juft wrath of 
God, he calls death, the worft name in it felf, and the greateft of 
evils that can happen. | | 
1, Let us contider what pleafures there in fin 3 moft of them are 
very punt{bments, I will not reckon nor confider concerning exvie, 
‘which one in Stobeus cals xaxisov 4, Oinaiotalov Seby, the bafeft ppirit 
land yet very jut, becaufe it punifhes the delinquent in the very act of 
fin, doing as e£ lan {ayes ot the Polypus, el'rig aut @ ylyilara Sica, 
Th! tavts TAcxz mov wepeTegye,when he wants his prey,he devours 
his own armes ; and the leanueffe, and the fecret pangs,and the per- 


| petuall reftle{neffe of an envious man feed upon his own heart, and 


drink down his {pirits, unleffe he can rnine or obferve the fall of the 
fajreft fortunes.ot his neighbour. The. fruits of this tree are min- 
gled and fowre; and not to be indured in the very eating. Neither 
will I reckon the horrid afrightments and amazements of murder, 
nor the uneafinefle of impatience, which doubles every evil that ic 
feels, and makes it a fin, and makes it intolerable 5 nor the fecret 


grievings, and continuall tronbles ro ae which makes a | . 


man uncapable of receiving good, or lighting in beauties and fair 
inteeaties in the mercics of God and charities of mien... - 

{ Jet were eafte to make a catalogue of fins, every one of which is 
a difeafe, a trouble in ics very conftirution and ‘its nature: fuch 
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re eA pples of Sodom. 


confufion of minde, and srrefolution, cruelty and defpste, slothfulneffe 
and diftruft, unqusetneffe and anger, effemtnacte and nicenc{e, prating 
and floth, ignorance and tnconflancy, rncogstancy and curjing, malig- 
nity and fear, forgetfulneffe and rafbuefje, pujillanimity and defpazr, 
yancour and fuper{tttion : if a man were to curfe his enemy, hee 
could not withhim a greater evil then thefe ; and yet thefe are {c- 
verall kinds of fin which men choofe, and give all their hopes of 
heaven in exchange for one of thefe difcafes, Is itnota fearfull 
confideration that a man fhould rather choole eternally to perith, 
then to fay his prayers heartily, and affectionately 2 bur fo it is with 


pi many men; they arc driven to their devotions by cuftome, 
an 


fhame, and reputation, and civil compliances ; they figh and 
look fowre when they are called to it,& abide there as a man under 
the Chirurgions hands, {marting and tretcing all the while; or elfe 
he paffes the time with sacogstancy, and hates the imployment, 
and fuffers the torments of prayers which he doves not; and all 
this, although for fo doing it 1s certain he may perifh: what fruit, 
what delicioufneffe can he fancy in being weary of his prayers 3 
There is no pretence or colour for thefe things, Can any man ima- 
gine a greater evil to the body and foul of a man, then madneffe, 
and furious eyes, and a diftracted look, paleneffe with paffion, and 
trembling hands and knees, and furiouineffe, and folly in the heart 
and head ? and yet this isthe pleafure of anger, and for this plea- 
fure men choofe damnation, But it is a great truth, that there are but 
very few fins that pretend to pleafare: although a man be weak and 
{oon deceived, and the Devil is crafty, and fin is falfe and impudent, 
and pretences are too many, yet moft kinds of fins are reall and 


Ser. XIX. are loathing of prrstuall things, bstterneffe of fpirtt, rages greedinel] ty 


prime troutles to the very body, without all manner of deliciouf-} 


neffc, even to the fenfuall, naturall, and carnall part; and aman 
muft put on fomcething of a Devel befor he can choofe fuch finnes, 
and he muft love mifchicf becaufe ir isa fin; for in moft inftances 
there isno other reafon inthe world. Nothing pretends to plea- 


Hfure but the lufts of the lower belly, ambition, and revenge; and al- 


though the catalogue of finnes is numerous as the production of 
fifhes, yetthefe threc onely can be apt to coufen us witha fair out- 
fide , and yet upon the furvey of what fruits they bring, and what 


‘|tafte they have, inthe manducation, befides the filthy relith rd 


leave behind,we fhall fee how miferably they are abufed and fool’ 
that expend any thing upon fuch purchafes, : 

2. For aman cannot take pleafure iz lufts of the flefb, in glat- 
tony, OF aber Ke unleffe he be helped forward with inconfi- 
derationand folly, For we {ee it evidently that grave and wife per- 
fons, men of experience and. confideration are extreamly leffe affe- 
&ed with luft and loves, the hare-brain’d boy, the young Ben 
tleman that thinks nothing in the world greater then tobe free from 
| a Tu- 


E 
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{A aTutor, he indeed courts his folly and enters into the poffeffion of, Sex, X1X. 


luft without abacement ; confideration dwels not there ; but when 
@ fovcr man ‘meets with a temptation, and is helped by his natural! 
temper, or invited by his courfe of life ; if he can confider, he hath 
bs many objections and fears, fo many difficulties and impediments, 
{uch tharp reafonings and fharper jealoufies concerning its event, 
| thac if he does at all enter into folly, it pleafes him fo little, that 
| he is forced to do it in defpite of himfelf; and the pleafure is fo 
allayed, that he knowes not whether it be wine or vinegar ; his ve- 
ry apprehenfion and inftryments of relifh are fill’d with fear and 
B ' contradi¢ting principles, and the delicioufneffe docs but affricare cu- 
tem, it went but to the skin ; but the allay went further 5 it kepta 
guard within, and fuffered the pleafure to paffe no further. A man 
muft refolve to be a fool, arafh, inconfiderate perfon, or he will 
feel but little fatisfa€tion in the enjoyment of his {in ; indeed he that 
ftops his nofe, may drink down fuch corrupted waters, and he un- 

' derftood it well who chofe rather to be a fool, 


Dum mala deletent mea me, vel dentq; fallant, 


Quam fapere @ 1ingti——— 


fo that his fins might delight him, or deceive him, then to be wife 
and without pleafure in the enjoyment.So that in effeét a man muft 
* | lofe his difcerning faculties, before he difcerns the little phantaftick 
joyes of his concupifcence ; which demonftrates how vain,how em- 
pty of pleafure that is, that is beholding to folly and illufion, to 4 
phy Oh Ps 3 aha 

| jugling and a plain coulenage, before it can be fancied to be plea- 
fant, For it isa {trange beauty that he that hath the beft eyes cannot 
| perceive, and none but the blind or blear-ey’d people canfee ; and 
| fach is the pleafure of luft, which by every degree of wifdome that 

a man hath is leffened and undervalued. | 
3. Forthe pleafures of intemperance, they are nothing but the 
' reliques and images of pleafure,atter that nature hath been teafted; 
| For fo long as the necds, that is, fo long as temperance waits, fo 
long pleafure alfo ftands there.But as temperance begins to go away, 
| having done the minifteries of Nature, every morfell, and every 
: new goblet is ftill leffe delicious, and cannot be endured but as men 
force nature by violence to {tay longer then fhe would: How have 
{ome men rejoyced when they have efcapeda cup ! and when they 
cannot efcape,they pour it in, and receive it with as much pleafure 


, 
' 


E ‘asthe old women have in the Lapland dances; they dance the round, 
but there is a horror and a harfhneffe in the Mufick ; and they call 
‘ic pleature , becaufe men bid them do fo: but there is a Deval 
| inthe company, and {uch as is his pleafure, fuch is theits; he re- 
|joyces inthe thriving fin, and the iwelling fortune of his a 
'drunkenneffe, but his joyes are the Ba of him that knowes an 


al-| ars, 
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there are more forrowes at the gate, then. there can dwell comforts 
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at the end of an intempcrate feaft, 


Non bene mendact rifas componstur ore, 
Nec bene folltest:s ebria verba (onant, 


Certain it is, intemperance takes but natures leavings; when the 
belly is full and nature calls to take away, the pleafure that comes 
in attcrwards is next to loathing: it is like the relith and tafte of 
meats at the end of the third courfe, or the {weetmneffe of honey to 
him that hath eaten till he can endure to take no more ; and in this, 
there is no other difference of thefe men from them that die up- 
on another caufe, then was obferved among the Phalangza of old, 
ra piv wore yeAwvtas drobvioxay, ta 4 xAalorracs, fome of thefe 
{crpents make men die laughing, and fome to die weeping : fo does 
the intemperate, and {0 does his brother that languifhes of a con- 
fumption ; this man dics weeping, and the other dies laughing : but 
they both die PD and all his pleafure is nothing but the {tin 
of a ferpent, immixto leventia mela Veneno, it wounds the heart, an 
he dics witha Tarantula dancing and finging till he bowes his neck, 
and a his bofome with the farall et and declenfions of 
death, : 7 
‘ In thefe pretenders to pleafure which you fee are but few, 
and they not very profpcrous in their pretences, there is mingled fo 
much trouble to bring them to act and injoyment, that the appetite 
is above half tired before it comes ; Itis neceflary a man fhould be 
hugely patient that is amlztrous, eAmbulare per Britannos, Scythicas 
pati pruinas: NO man buy’s death and damnation at fo dear a rate, 
as he that fights for it, and endures cold and hunger, 


: ——— Pattens limints ards folts, 


The heat of the Sun, and the cold of the threfhold ; the dangers of 
war, and the {nares of a crafty enemy ; he lies upon the ground 
with afeverity greater then the penances of a Hermit, and fafts be- 
yond the auftcrity of a rare penitent; with this onely difference, 
that the one does it for heaven, the other for an uncertain ho- 
nour, and an etemity of flames, But however, by this time that 
he hath won fomething, he hath {pent fome years, and he hath noe 
muchtime Jeft him.to reft in his new purchafe, and he hath worn 
out his body, and Jeffen’d his capacity of feelingit; and alchough 
it is ten to one he cannot efcape all the dangers he muft venture at, 
chat he may come near his trifle, yet when he is arrived thither, he 
can never long enjoy, nor well perceive or tafte it; and therefore 


in 


- 


Ser, XIX. alwayces remembers that he fhall infallibly have the biggeft damna-| A 
tions and then let it be confidered how forc'd a joy that is, that is| 
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(A in allthe rooms of the houfes of pride and great defi es, And. 
thus it is in revenge,which is leslie cals to ace sp of the _—— 

: dame curfed temper. He does a thing which ought to trouble him, 
4nd will move him to pity what his own vile hands have a@ed ; but 

‘af he doesnot pity, that is, be troubled with himfelf and with the 
things undone, he hath thofe affections by which the Devil doth 
Tejoyce in deftroying fouls ; which affections a man cannot have, 
 unleffe he be perfetly miferable, by being contrary to God,to mer- 
icy, and co felicity; and after all, the a is falfe, phantaftick, 
andyviolents it cando him no good, itcan do him hurt: ’tis ods 

B bur it will; and on him that takes revenge, revenge {hall be taken; 

|and by a rcall evil he fhall dearly pay for the goods that are but 
asry and phantaftscall ; Ic is like a rolling ftone, which when a man 
hath forced up a hill,will return upon him with a greater violence, 
and break thofe bones whofe finews gave it motion, The plea- 
{ure of revenge is like the pleafure of eating chalk and coals; a foo- 
lifh difeafe made the appetite, and it isentertained with an evil re- 
ward ; itis like the feeding of a Cancer or a Wolfe, the man is reft- 
leffe till it be done, and when it is,every man {ees how infinitely he 
is removed from fatisfaction or felicity. 

C| 5._ Thefe fins when they are entertain’d with the greateft fond- 
neffe from without, it mufthave but extreme little pleafure, be- 
caufe there isa ftrong faction, and the better party againft them: 
fomething that is within contefts againft the entertainment,and they 
fit uneafily upon the fpiric when the man is vexed, that they are 
not lawfull. The Perjiax.King gave Themijtocles a goodly penfion, 
affigning «Magnefia with the revenue of 50 talents for his bread, 
Lamp{acum for his wine, and Adjos for his meat ; but all the while 
he fed high and drunk deep, he was infinitely afflicted that every 

|__ |thing went croffe to his undertakéng, and he could not bring his 

D |ends about to betray his Countrey ; and at lafthe mingled poifon 

~ {with his wine, and drank it off, having firft intreated his friends to 
fteal for hima private grave in hisown Countrey, Such are the 
pleafures of the moft pompous and flattering fins: their meat and 
drink are good and pleafanc at firft, and it is plenteous and criminall; 
but its imployment is bafe, and it is fo againit a mans intereft, and. 
againft what is and ought tobe deareft to him, that he cannot per- 
{wade his better parts to confent, but muft fight againft them and 
all their arguments, Thefe things are agarnft a mans con(ctenc 
that is, agaza(t his reafan and his oe ; and fomething within makes 
E [his pleafure ficuneafily. Butfo do violent perfumes make the head 
ache, and thetefore wife perfons re ect them ; and the eye refufes 
to ftare upon the beauties of the Sun, becaufe it makes it weep it 
felf blinde ; and if a lufcious dish pleafe my palat, and nurns to loa- 
thing in the ftomach, I will lay afide that evil, and confider the 
danger and the bigger pain, not a little pleafure, So iris in fin, 
2 it 
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Suni XIX.) it pleafes the fenfes, but difeafes the {pirit, and wounds that: and| A 
that it is as ape co fmart as the skin,and is as confiderable in the pro- 
vifions of pleafure and pain re{peCtively ; and the pleafures of fin to 

@ contradi@ing reafon, are like the joyes of wine to a condem-| 
ned Man, 


Difhicsle eft smstart gaudsa falfa, 
Difficsle eft trefte fingere mente jecum, 


more tender and moft fenfible part; fo that, what Pl:my faid of 
the Poppies growing in the river Caius, dyes av) xapwé AlSor, it | 
brings a {tone in ftead of a flower or fruit ; fo are the pleafures of 
thefe pretending fins ; the flower at the beft is ftinking, but there is 
a ftone in the bortome, it is gravell in the teeth, and a man muft 
drink the blood of his own when he manducates fuch un- 
wholefome, {uch unpleafant Frnt. | | 7 


———Vitioram gaudias vulnus babent. 


They make a wound, and therefore are not very pleafant. Td 40 
CHy par xzAwe, plyaswiv@, It isa great Jabour, and travail to 
live a vicious life. | | . 

6, The pleafure in the a&s of thefe few fins that do pretend to it, 
is 2 little limited nothing, confin’d to a fingle faculty, to one fenfe, 
having nothing bucthe skin for its organ, or inftrument, an artery, 
orfomething not more confiderable then a Lute-ftring ; and at the 
beft it isbutthe fatisfaction of an appetite which reafon can cure, 
which time can appeafe, which every diverfion can take off ; fuch 
as is not perfective of his nature, nor of advantage to his perfon ; 
it is a defire to no purpofe, and as it comes with no juft caufe, fo 
can be {atisfied with no juft meafures; it is fatisfied before it comes 
'to a vice, and when itis come thither, all the world cannot {a- 
tisfie it: a little thing will weary it, but nothing can content ic 
For all thefe fenfuall defires are nothing but an smpatieuce of being | 
well and wife, of betng in health, and being in our wits; whichtwo 
‘things if a man could endure (and it is but reafonable, a man would | 
think, that we fhould ) he would never luft to drown his heart in 
feas of wine, or oppreffe his belly with loads of undigefted meat, 
or make himfelf bafe asthe mixtures of a harlot, by breaking the 
{weeteft limits, and holy feftivities of marriage. <4alum smpatt- EB 
entis eft boni, {aid Tertullian, it is nothing clfe; to pleafe the 
fenfe, is but to do a mans felf mifchief; and all thofe lufts rend 
tofome dire& diffolution of a mans bealth, or his felscéty, his rea- 
fon, or his religion ; it isan enemy that a man carrics about him, ' 

and asthe fpirit of God faid concerning Babylon, Quantum _ 
10128 


~~. 


it will be very hard to delight freely in that which fo vexes the 
B 


jA lscees fust, tantum dat sl. tormentum @& lufium. Letcher have tor- Ser. XIX. | 
, : ment and forrow according to the meafure of her delights sis moft 
, eminently true. in the pleafing of our fenfes ; the luft and defire is 
| 4. torment ; the remembrance and the alfence isa torment, and the 
| | enjoyment does not {atisfie, but difables the inftrument, and tires 
jthe faculty; and when a man hath bura little of what his fenfe | , 
aes he 1s notcontented, but impatient for more; and when he 
| hath loads of it, he does not feebit; for he that {wallowes a full 
goblet does not tafte his wine : and this is the pleafure of the fenle; 
,Hothing contents it but that which he cannot perceive: and it is 
alwayes reftleffe, till he be weary ; and all the way unpleafed, till 
it can fcel.no pleafure 5 and that which is the inftrument of {en{c 
is the means of its torment; by the faculty by which it tatts, by 
the fame itis afHi@ted ; for fo long asitcan tafte, it is tormented 
‘with defiré: and whenit can defire no longer, it cannot feel 
: pleafure, | 
| 7. Sin hath little or no pleafure in its very enjoyment ; becaufe 
its very maner of entry and production is by a curfe and acon- 
tradiGuon 3 it comes into the world like a viper through the fides 
/Of its mother by means unnaturall, violent, and monftrous. cAfen 
C lave fis onely becaufe it is forbidden ; Sin took occafion by the Law, faith 
| St. Paul, it could not come in upon its own pretences, butmen 
rather fufpect a fecret pleafure in it becaufe there are guards kept 
UPON It 5 


Sed quia cacus ineft vstess amor, omne futurum 
Defpecttur, (uadéntq, brevem prefentia frutum, 
Et rust in vetttum damnit fecura libido, 


‘Men run ‘into fin with blind affeGtions, and again{t allreafon de- 

D {pife the future,hoping for fome little pleafure tor the prefent ; and 
all this is onely becaute they are forbidden: Do not Many men fin 
our of {pight > fome out of the fpirit of difobedience, {ome by 
wildeneffe and indetermination, fome by impudence, and becaule 
they are taken in a fault, | 


Frontemq; 4 crimine (umant, - 


Some becaufe they are reproved, many by cuftome, others by im- 
portunity : | 

| Ordo fait creviffe malis——_— 
Ic grows upon crab-ftocks, and the Iuftit {elf is fowre and unwhole- 
fome’; and fince itis evident, that very many fins come in wholly 


upon thefe accounts, fuch perfons and {uch fins cannot pretend 
 e Y 3 plea- 
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Suz. XIX. pleafure ; but as Naturalifts fay of pulfe, cum malediiis @ probris 


erendum preciptunt, ut latins provensat ; the countrey people were 
WM tO a it and rail ai fe all the while that it was fowing, 
that it might thrive the better ; "tis true with fins,they grow up with 
curfes, with {pite and contradiction, peeviihnefle and indignation, 
ride and curied principles; and therefore pleafure ought not to 
a the infcription of the box ; for that’s the leaft part of its ingredi- 
entand conftitution. . - e | 
| 8. The pleafures in the very enjoying of {in are infinitely trifling 
and inconfiderable, becaufe they paffe away fo quickly ; if they be 
in themfelves little, they are made leffe by their volatile and fugi- 
tive nature. But if they were great, then their being fo tranfient 
does not onely leffen the delight, but changes 1t into a torment, and 
loads the {pirit of the finner with impaticnce and indignation, Is 
itnota high upbraiding to the watchtull adulterer, thdtafter hee 
hath contrived the ftages of his fin, andtyed many circumftances 
together with arts and labour, and thefe joyn and ftand kast, and 
folsd onely by contingency, and are very often born away with the 
impetuous torrent of an inevitable accident, like Xerxes bridge over 
the Hellefpent, and then he is to begin again, and {ets new wheels 
a going; and by the arts, and the labour, and the warchings, and 
the importunity, and the violence, and the unwearied ftudy, and 
indefatigable diligence of many moneths'be enters upox pole fiton; 
and finds them not of fo long abode as one of his cares, which in 
{o vaft numbers made fo great a portion of his life affli€ted > 
nedoxaiesy apapriacsamoAravaw, the enjoying of fin for a feafon,St, 
Paul cals it; he names no pleafurcs ; our Englifh tranflation ufes the 
word of enjoying pleafwres ; but if there were any, they were but 
for that feafon, that znftant, chat very tranfition of the a&, which dies 
in its very birth, and of which we can onely fay as the minftrell we 
of Pacuvixs when he wascarried dead from his fupper to his bed, 
BeCloxt, BeBlaxe. A mancan fcarce have time enough to fay # 4 
{alrue, butthat t was: nullonon fe die extalst, itdicd every day, it 
lived never unto life, but lived and died unto death, being its mo- 
ther and its. daughter ; The man dyed before the fin did live, and 
when it had lived, it confign’d him to dye eternally. 
Adde to this, that it fo paffes away, that nothing at all remains 


Heb.1 1.25. 


air; the next morning no man man can tell what is become of the 


3 posi in the confcience, and 
full accounts ; but as to the man, they are as if they never had been; 
and then let it be confidered,what a horrible aggravation it will be 
to the miferies of damnation, that a man for ever perith for 
‘that, which if he looks round about he cannot fee, nor tell where 
itis, Se that dies, dees for that which 18 not , and in the very lictle 


behind it, that is pleafant: it is like the path of an arrow in the | 


pleafures of the laft nights fin: ey! are no where but in Gods books, | 
ealed up againft the day of dread- E | 


pre- 


Fe ee | ee a 


oe" ae 


A prefent he findes it an unrewarding intereft, to walk feven dayes to-, Ser, XIX. 
gether over fharp ftones onely to fee a place from whence he mutt! 
_come back in aa hour. If it goes off prefently, it isnot worth the| 
‘labour ; if it ftayes long, it hai tedious; fo that it cannot bee 
pleafant, if ic ftayess and if it does ftay, itis not tobe valued - 
: Hac. mala mentis gaudia, Vt abides too titlea while tobe felt, or 
Called pleafure ; and if it fhould abide a it weuld be trouble- 
‘fome as patn, and loath’d like the tedious {peech of an Orator plea- 
' ding againft the life of the innocent. 7 | 
| 2. Sin ‘hath in its beft advantages but 4 trifling inconfiderable 
B  pleafare: becaule not onely God and reafon, confctence and honour, 
| utereft and lawes, do fowre it in the fenfe and guft of pleafure, 
but even the Devil himfelf either being over-ruled by God, or by a 
' ftrange unfignificant malice makes it trowblefome and intricate, in- 
tangled and snvelu'd; and one fin contradiés another, and vexes 
| the man with fo great variety of evils, that if in the courfe of Gods 
;fervice he fhould meet with half the difficulty, he would certainly 
- give over the wholeimployment, Thofethat St. James {peaks of 
who prayed that they meght [pend st wpon their lufls, were covetous 
and prodgall, and therefore muft endure the torments of one to 
C : have the pleafure of another ; and whichis greater, the pleafure 
Spending, or thé di{pleafure that ct 1s (pent and does not {till remain 
| after its confumption, is eafie to tell: certain it is, that this lafts 
| Much longer. Does not the Devil often tempt mento defpair, 
and by that torment put bars and locks upon them, that they may 
never return to God? ~=Which what elfc is ic but a plain sndica- 
tion that it is intended, the man fhould feel the images and 
dreams of plcafure , no longer but till he be without remedy ; 
Pleafure is but like centries or wodden frames, fet under arches, 
‘till they bee ftrong by their own weight and confolidation to 
D ftand alone; and when by any means the Devil hath a man 
| fure, he takes no longer care to cou(en you with pleatures, but 
‘is. pleafed that men fhould begin az early hell, and be tormented 
before the time, Toes not erue punifh or deftroy flattery; and 
felf-love fometimes torment the drunkard; and intemperance| 
abate the powers of luft, and make the man impotent; and la 
'zineffe become a hinderance to ambition ; and the defires of man 
wax impatient upon contradiGing interefts, and by crofling each 
others defane on all hands leflen the pleafure, and leave the man 
tormented 7 - a | 13 | wise tne 
Ej} 0, Sinne is of fo litde relifhand guft, fo trifling a plea- 
jfure, that it is alwayes greater in expectation then it is in the pof- 
fefon. But if men id beforehand fee, what the urmoft is, 
which finne minifters to pleafe the beaftly parc of man, it were 
impoihible it fhould be purftied with fo much earneftneffe and 
5 teal It is neceffary it fhowld, promife more then it 


can 


Guar 
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Ser. XLX. can give ; Men could not otherwife be coufened, And if itbe 
: enquired, why men fhould finne again, after they had experience 
of the little and great deception? It isto be confeffed, it is a 
| wonder they fhould; buc then we may remember that men finne 
again, though their finne did afflict them they will be drunk 
again, though they were fick; they will again commit folly, 
though they be furprifed in their fhame, though they have needed 
an hofpitall; and therefore there is fomething elfe that moves 
them, and not the pleafure; for they do it wsthowt and agasnft its 
interefts buteither they ftill proceed, hopingto fupply by num- 
bers what they finde notin proper meatures ; or God permits 
themto proceed as an inftrument of punifhment ; or their un- 
derftandings and reafonings grow cheaper 3 or they grow in love 
with it, and take it upon any tearms; or contract new appetites, 
and are pleafed with the bafer and the lower reward of finne: 
but whatfoever can Wt the caufe of it, it is certain by the expe- 
rience of all the world, thatthe fancy is higher, the defires more 
fharp, and the reflexion more brisk, at the door and entrance of 
the entertainment, then in all the litle and fhorter periods of 
its poffeffion : for then it is but limited by the naturall meatures, | 
and abated by.diftemper, and loathed by enjoying, and diftur- | ¢ 
bed by partners, and difhonoured by fhame and evil accidents ; 
{o that as men coming to the river Luctus, fy cs piv Aeuxd taloy u'da'- 
tov x pe Diedisala, and feeing waters pure asthe tears of the 
{pring, or the pearls of the oe expects that in {uch a fair 
romifing bofome, thc inmates fhould be fair and pleafant, r/xles 
< ryIUs potaAaras iqupas, but. findes the fifhes black, filthy, and 
unwholefome; fo it is in fin, its face is fair and beauteous, | 


"H raxeeyi's Av'couoe xbegis Maraxe Tee Gy Ute, D 
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Softer then fleep, or the dreams of wine, tenderer then the curds 
of milk, @ Euganed quamtanvis molkor agna;.but when you 
come to handle it, itis filthy, rough asthe Porcupine, black as| _ 
the fhadowes of the night, and having promifed a fifh it gives a; 
{corpion, anda ftone in ftead of bread. | . 
11. The fruits of its prefent poffeffion, the pleafures of its tafte 

are leffe pleafant, becaufeno fober perfon, no man that can dif- 
courfe does like it long, : ~~ oe 4 E 


Juven. Breve fit quod turpiter audes, .. 

| But he approves it in the height of paifion, and in the difguifes 
of a temptation ; bur atall other times he findes ir ugly and un- 
| | rea- 


{A . reafonable 5 and the very remembrances 
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pleafures, and fowre its delicacies, In the mot parts of a mans 
life he wonders at his own folly, and prodigious madneffe, that 
it thould be ever poffible for him to be deluded by fuch rifles ; 
and he fighes next morning, and knowes it over night $ and is it 
not theretore certain that he leans upon a thorne, which he knowes 
will {mart, and he dreads the event of tomorrow > But {o have 
I known a bold Trooper ffght in the confufion of a battell, and be: 
ing warm with heat and rage received from the {words of his 
| €nemy, wounds open like a grave ;_ but he felt them not, and when 
B by the ftreams of blood he found himfelf mark’d for pain, he refu- 
fed to confider then, what he wasto feel to morrow: but when 
his rage had cool’d into the temper of a man, anda clammy moi- 
| {ture had checked the fiery emiffion of fpirits, he wonders at his 
| own boldneffe, and blames his fate, and needs a mighty patience to 
‘bear his great calamity. So isthe bold and merry finner, when 
he is warm with wine and luft, wounded and bleeding with the 
{trokes of hell, he twifts with the fatall armthat {trikes him, and 
cares not; but yet it muft abate his gayety, becaufe he remembers 
that when his wounds are cold and confidered, he muft roar or 
C| perifh, repent or do worfe ; that is, be miferable or undone. The 
Grecks call this 7X! ce'xxcy ied ayeoviey, the felicity of condemned 
flayes feafted highin {port, Dion Pra{eéus reports that when the Per- 
fianshad got the vidory, they would pick out the nobleft flave, 
% xaciCeow efor Segvov ts Bacirltwsg, 4 thy eOiva Neo thy 
AUTHY x, TpUpay, x, KAAA ras ypiicdp, They make hima King for 
three dayes, and clothe him with royall robes, and minifter to him 
all the ie a he can choofe, and all the while he knowes he is to 


{ 
os 


dye a facrifice to mirth and folly. But then lec it be remembred |: 


what checks and allayes of mirth the poor man ftarts at, when he 
remembers the axe and the altar where he mutt fhortly bleed ; and 
by this we may underftand what that pleafure is, in the midf of 
which the man fighes deeply, when he confiders what opinion hee 
had of this fin, in the dayes of counfell and {ober thoughts,and what 
reafon againft it, he fhall feel to morrow when he mutt weep or 
dic. Thus ic happens to finners according to the faying of the Pro- 
phet, Qus facrsficant hominem ofculabuntur Vitulum, He that REUes A 
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mutt at all cimes abate its Sex. XLX. 


man in facrifice fball oe the calf, that is, fhall be admitted to the , Hol.13.2. 


feventh chappell of A¢oloch'to kiffe the Idoll : a goodly reward for 
{o great a price, for fo great an iniquity. wi! . 

_ After all this I do not doubt but thefe confiderations will 
meet with fome perfons that think them to be proteftatio contra 
fattum, and fine pretences again{t all experience ; and that for all 
|thete fevere fayings, finne is ftill fo pleafant as to tempt the wi- 
feft refolution, Such men are in a very evil condition : and in 
their cafe onely I come to underftand the meaning of thofe _— 
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Sir. XIX., of Seneca, cUglorum ultimum eft mala fua amare, ubi turpia non\| A 
}o folxm delettant, fed etiam placent. It is the worft of evils when 
men are fo in love'with fin that they are ot onely delighted with| 
them but pleafed alfo; not onely feel the relifh with too quick a 
fenfe; but alfo feel none of the objetions, nothing of the pun- 
gency, the fting, or the leffening circumftances, However, to 
thefe men fay this onely, that if by experience they feel finne 
‘pleafant, ‘it is ascertain alfo by experience, that moft fins are in! 
their own nature fharpnefies and difeafes; * and that very few 
do pretend to pleafurc: * That a man cannot feel any deli- 
ciouf{neffe in them, but when he ts helped by folly and incon-| p 
fideration ; that is, a wife man cannot, though a boy ora fool 
canbe pleafed with them : * That they are but reliques and images 
of pleafure left upon Natures ftock, ‘and therefore much lefle 
then the pleafures of naturall vermes: * That a man muft run 
through muuch trouble before he brmgs them to a& and enjoy- 
ment; * That he muft take them in defpite of himfelf, againft 
reafon and his confcience, the tendereft parts of man and the 
moft fenfible of affliftion: * They are at the beftfo little, that 
they are limited as one fenfe, not fpread upon all the faculties 
like the pleafures of vertue, which make the bones fat by an in- 
tclleGtuall rectitude, and the eyes {pritely by a wife propofition, 
and pain it {elf to become eafie by hopeand a prefent reft 
within; * Ic is certain (I fay ) by a great experience, that the 
pleafures of fin enter by curfings and a contradictory intereft, and 
become pleafant not by their own relifh, but by the victouf- 
nefie of the palat, by {pice and peevifhnefle, by being forbid- 
den and unlawfull; * And that which is its fting is at fome 
times the caufe of all its f{weerneffe ic can have; , They are 
gone fooner thena dream; * They arecroffed by one another, 
‘jand their Parent is their Tormentor, * and when finnes are ty- 
ed in achain, with that chainthey dafh one anothers brains our, 
or make their lodging reftleffe. * It isnever lik’d long ; * and 
promifes much and performes little ; * it is great at diftance, and 
little at hand, pee the nature of all {ubftantiall things; * And 
after all this, how little pleafure is left, themfelves have rea- 
\fon with fcgrn and a to refent. So that if experience 
|can be pretended againft experience, there is nothing to be {aid 
to it bur the words which Phryze defired to be writ on the gates 
of Thebes, AAceavd 096 nal Loxarler,avisnoe de Ppu'yn a Evraleg, Phryne | 
\the harlot built 2t up, but Alexander diced it down; the plea- B 
{ure is fupported by little things, by the experience of fools 
and them that obferved nothing, and the relifhes tafted by ar- 
tificiall appetites, by art and coft, by violence and preterna- 
‘turall defires, by the advantage of deception and evil -habits, 
iby expectation and delayes, by dreams and aie = 
| | thefe 
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A thefe are the barlots hands that build the fasry caftle, but the hands Sar, XIX. 
Of reafon and religion, fober counfels and the voice of God, expe- 
,Tience of wile men, and the fighings and intolerable accents of pe- 
‘tifhing or returning finners dig it down, and fow fale in the foun- 
dations, that they may never {pring up in the accounts of men that 
delight not in the portion of fools and forgetfulneffe. Neque enim | 

| Deus sta vtventibus quicquam promifit boni, neque ipfa per fe mens Plade Rep. 

bumana talium fibé confcta quscquam boni foerare audet, To men 
that live in finne God hath promifed no good, andthe confcience 


" ‘it felf dares not expect it. 
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E have already opened this duxghill cover'd with fnow, 
V \ / which was indeed on the outfide white as the {pots of 
| leprofie, but it wasno better ; and if the very colours 
{and inftruments of deception, if the fucus and cersfe be fo {por- 
{ted and fullied, what can we fuppofe to be under the wrinkled 
skin, what in the corrupted liver, and in the finks of the body of fine 
| That we are next to confider; But if we open the body, and fee 
what a confufion of all its parts, what a rebellion and tumult of the 
humors, what a diforder of the members, what a monftrofity or C 
deformity is all over, we fhall be infinitly convinced, that no man 
-{can choofe a fin,but upon the fame groundon which he may choofe 
a feaver, or long for madneffe or the gout, Sin in its naturall effici- 
encie hath in it fo many evils,as muft needs afright a man,and {car@ 
the confidence of every one that can confider. : 

* When our bleffed Saviour fhall conduc his Churctrto the 
mountains of glory, he fhall prefent st to God without (pot or wrinkle, 
that is,pure and vigorous, intirely freed from the powcr,and the in- 

‘| fection of fin.Upon occafion of which expreiffion it hath been {poken, 
‘that fin leaves in the foul rp or pot, permanent upon the {pirit, | D 

‘difcompofing the order of its beauty, and making it appear to God 

tn forditus in {uch filthineffe, that he who 1s of pure eyes cannot bebold, 

But concerning the nature or proper effects of this [pot or ftain, they 

have not been agreed.Some call it an obligation or a guilt of punifh- 

iment; fo Scotus, Some fancy it to be an elongatson from God, by a 

diffimilirude of conditions; {fo Peter Lombard, Alexander of Ales 

{ayes it is a privation.of the proper beauty and {plendor of the foul, 

with which God adorn’d it in the creation & fuperaddition of grace; 

and upon this expreflion they moft agree,butfeem not to underftand 

what they mean by itsand it fignifies no more,but as you defcribing B 

fickneffe, call it a want of health, and folly 4 want of wifdome, which | 

is indeedto fay, what a thing is not, but not to tell what it is; But 

that I may notbe hindred by Sis confideration, we may obferve that 

the fpots and ftasns of fin are metaphoricall fignifications of the 4dsf- 

order and evil confequents of fin ; which it leaves partly upon the 
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A foul, partly upon the ftate and condition of a man, as meckneffe is) Saw.XX. 
Called an ornament, and fatth a Shield, and falvation a belmet, and | 
| fin. it felf. 6 wriakle, cavruption, vottenne|{é, a burden, a wound, death, | Pla.38.4& 6s 
| plibinefje: $0. itis 4 defilsng of aman, that is, as the body contracts | * oa " 
rafttxelje and dt{bosour by impure contacts, and adherencies, fo does 
the foul receive fuch a change, as muft be taken away belore it can 
enter into the evernall regions, and houfe of purity. But it isnoe a Kent Sad 
diftinG thing, not ax inherent quality, which can be {eparated from | fdas rear 
other evil effects of fin, which] (hall now reckon by their more | "ia éux- 
‘proper names; and St, Psa com prifes under the fcornfull appella- eee 
tive of fhame. A. 4 
| 1, The fart zaterell frast of fin is ignorazce Man was firft tempted 
by the promife of knowledge ; he tell into darkneffe by beleeving 
the Devil holding forth to him a new light. It was nor likely good 
‘Should come of fo foul a beginning;that the woman fhould beleeve 
| che Devil puting on no brighter {hape then a fnakes skin, the nei- 
| ther being afraid of fins por afrighted to hear a beaft ipeak, and he 
pretending fo weakly in the temptation, that he promifed only that 
they fhould kvow evil ; for they knew good before ; and all that was 
Offered to them was the experience of evil; and it was no wonder 
C that the Devil promifed no more ; for fin never could perform any | 
thing but a expersence of evel, no other knowledge can come upon 
that account; bur the wonder was,why the woman fhould fin for no 
other reward,but for that which fhe ought to have fear'd infinitely; 
for nothing could have continued hes happineffe, but wot to have 
known evtl, Now this knowledge was the introduGion of igng- 
rance. For when the underflending luffered it felf to be fo baftled as 
to ftudy evil, the wll was as foolith to tall in love with it, and they 
confpir'd toundo eachother, For when the mill began to love it, 
then the underflandsng was {et on work to commend, to advance, to 
D i condué and to approve; to beleeve it,and to be factious in behalf of 
the new purchafe. I do nat beleeve the underftanding part of man 
received any naturall decrement or diminution. For if to the De- 
vils cheir naturals. remain intire, it is not likely that the leffer fin.of 
man fhould fuffer amore violent and effective mifchief, Neither can 
it be underftood how the reafonable foul being inimortall both in i¢ 
{elf and itseffentiall faculties, can lofe or be leffened in them, any 
more then itcan die, But it received impediment,by new propofi-| 
tions: It loftand willingly forgot what God had tayght, and wene 
| away from the fountain of truth, and gave truft to the father of lies, 
|B | and ic muft without remedie grow foolith ; .and {o a man came to 
know evil, juft asa man is {aid to tefte of death : for in proper {pea- 
king, as death isnot to be felt, becaufe it takes away all fenfe; fo 
neither canevil Le known, becaufe whatloever is truly cagnofcible, is 
good and true; and therefore all the knowledge @ man gets by fin is 
to feel evil: he knowes it zot by pifeonfe but by [enfe; not by| 
0- 
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opofition, but by fmart; The Devil doing to man as e£{culapius did 


’ 


to Neoclides, dfe Oiieer@ oprrile@ xarinaaccey avlt ra BAcpaed, | - 


\tve éduvalo waaAAsy, he gave him a formidable collyrium to tor- 


ment him more : the effect of which was, or: BAtaesw érolnce + 
BAStOY TAY >t 4 NeoxAdidnvy warrAoy érolnce TUPAdy + the Devil 
himfelf grew more quick-fighted to abute us, but we became more 


-_|blind by that opening of our eyes. I fhall not need to difcourfe of 
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ald ferpent ; making men fuch fools as to worfhip a quartan ague, 
——— , h 


the Philofophy of this mifchief, and by the connexion of what caufes 
ignorance doth follow fin : but it is certain, whether aman would 

ain be pleafed with fin, or be quiet, or fearleffe when he hath fin- 
ned, or continue in it, or per{wade others to it, he muft do it by 
falfe propofitions, by lyings and fuch weak difcourfes as none can 
beleeve but {uch as are born fools, or fuch as have made themfelves 
{o, or are made fo by others, Who in the world is a verier fool, 
amore ignorant wretched perfon then he that is an Athcift > A man 
may better beleeve there is no {uch man as himfelf, and that he is 
not in being, then that there isno God : for himfelf can ceafe to be, 
and once was not,and fhall be changed from what he is,and in very 
many periods of his life knows not that he is; and fo it is every 
night with him when he fleeps ; but none of thefe can happen to 
God ; and if he knows it not, he isa fool. Can any thing in this 
world be more foolifh then to think that all this rare fabrick of hea- 
ven and earth can come by chance, when all the skill of art is not 


_ |able to make an Oyfter 2 To fee rare effects and no caufe ; an ¢xcel- 


lent government and no Prince ; a motion without an immoveable; 
a circle without a centre ; a time without eternity ; a fecond with- 
out a firft 5a = that begins not from it felf, and therefore not to 
perceive there is fomething from whence it does begin, which muft 
be without beginning ; thefe things are fo againft Philofophy, and 
naturall reafon, that he muit needs be a beait in his underftanding 
that does not affent tothem, This isthe Atheift : the fool bath fasd 
in bie beart, there isno God, That’shischaracter : the thing framed 
{ayes that nothing framed it ; the tongueticver made it felt to {peak, 
and yet talks againft him that did; faying, that which is made, #, 
and that which made it, # zot, Butthis folly is as infinite as hell, 
as much’ without light or bound, as the Chaos or the primitsve no- 
thing, But in this, the Devil never prevailed very farre ; his Schools 
were alwayes thin at thefe Le&tures : fome few people have becn 
witty againft God, that taughe them to{peak before they knew ‘to 
{pell a fyllable 5 but either they are monfters in their manners, or 
mad in their underitandings, or ever finde themfelves confuted by a 
thunder or a plague, by danger or death. . 

But the Devil hath infinitely prevail’d in a ching that is almoft as 
fenfeleffe and ignorant as Atheifme, and that is édolatrys not onely 
making God after mans image, but in the likencffe of a calf, of a cat, 
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A. fire and water, onions and fheep, This is the skill man learned,and Ser, XX. 


__,the Philofophy that he is taught by beleeving the Devil. * What 
| wifdome can there be inany man, that calls goodevil, and evil 
good ; to fay fire 1s cold, and the Sun black, that fornication can 
miake a man happy, or drunkennefle can make him wife >? And this 
is the ftate of a finner, of every one that delights in iniquity ; hee 
cannot be pleated with itif he thinks itevil; he cannot endure it, 
without beleeving this propofition, that there #5 12 drunkenneffe; or 
lujt, pleafure enough, good enough to make him amends for the tnto- 
‘lerable pains of damnation, But then if we confider upon what 
' non-fenfe princsples the ftate of an evil life relies, we muft in rea- 
| fon be impatient, and with fcorn and indignation drive away the 
fool; fuch asare: fenfe is to be preferred before reafon, tatereft be- 
‘fore religion, & luft before heaten, moments before eternity, money 
aboue God himfelf, that, a mans felicity confifls 1n that which a Leaft 
 enjoyes ; that, a lsttle in prefent uncertain, fallible poffeffion, 7s better 
| then the certain ftate of tnfinste pie hereafter ; what childe, what 
' fool can think things more weak,and morc unreafonable > And yet if 
men do not go upon thefe grounds; upon what account do they fin 3 
fin hath no wifer reafons for it felfthen thefe: weegs &ye muetu'ss 
C' egv, the fame argument that a flye hath to enter into a candle, 
the {ame argument a fool hath, that enters into fin ; it looks pretti- 
ly, but rewards the eye, as burning bafons do, with intolerable cir- 
cles of reflected fire. Such are the principles of a finners Philo- 
|fophy. And 20 wifer are bis kopes; all his hopes that he hath ts, that 
he {hall have time to repept of that which he choofes greedily 5 that 
he whom he every day provokes will fave him, whether he will or 
no; thathe can in an inftant, or in a day make amends for all the 
evils of 40 years; or elfe that he fhall be faved whether he does or 
no; that heaven is to be had for a figh, or a fhort prayer, and yet 
D shell fhall not be confequent to the affections, ahd labours, and hel- 
lith {ervices of a whole life; he goes on and cares not,he hopes with- 
outa promife, and refufes ay ete all the threatnings of God ; 
but beleeves he fhall have a mercy for which he never had a revela- 
tion. If this be knowledge or wifdome, then there is no fuch thing 
_as folly, no fuch difeafe as madneffe.. | : 

- Bur then confider, that there are fome fins whofe very formality 
isa lye, Superftition could not be in the world, if men did beleeve 
God to be good and wife, free and mercifull, not atyrant, Dot an 
unreafonable exactor : no mah would dare do in private, what he 
E | fears to do iri publick, if he did know that God {ees him there, 
and will bring that work of datkneffe into light. But he is fo foo- 
| lifh as to think, that ifhe fees nothing, nothing fees him ; for if men 
; did perceive Godto be prefent, and yet do wickedly, it is worfe 
lies them then I have yet {poke of; and they beleeve another 


lie ; that to be {een by man will bring more fhame, then to be dif- 
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cerned by God ; or that the fhame of a few mens talk is more in-| A 
tolerable then to be confounded before Chrift,and his army of An- 
gels, and Saints, and allthe world, * He that excufes a faule by 
telling a lie, beleeves it better to be guilty of two faults, then to be 
thought guilty of ones; and every hypocrite thinks it not good to 
be holy, but to be accounted fo, is a fine thing ; that is, that epsnrons 
is better then reality, and that there is in vertue nothing good, but 
the fame of it. * And the man that takes revenge, relies upon this | 
foolith propofition ; that his evs! that he hath already {uffer’d growes 
leffe if another fuffers the like; that his wound cannot {mart, if by 
my hand he dies that gave it, nZes +1 LAG yoeegy yorexicythe fad] p 
accents and dolefull tunes are increafed by the number of mourners, 
but the forrow isnot at all leffened. — . 

I thall not need to thruft into this account the other evils of man- 
kinde that are the events of ignorance, but introduc’d by fin; {uch 
as are our being moved by what we fee ftrongly, and weakly by 
what we underftand; that men are moved rather by a fable then 
bya fyllogifme, by parables then by demonftrations, by examples 
then by precepts, by feeming things then by reall, by fhadowes 


{then by fubftances ; that men. judge of things by their firft events, 


and meafure the events by their own fhort lives, or fhorter obfer- C 
vations ; that they are credulous to beleeve what they with, and in- 
credulous of what makes againft them, meafuring truth or falfhood 
by meafures that cannot fit them, as foolifhly as if they fhould 
judge of a colour by the dimenfions of a-body, or feel mufick with 
the hand ; they make general conclufions from particular inftances, 
and cake account of Gods aéions by the meafures of aman, Men 
call tha¢e juftice that is on their fide, and all their own caufes are 
right, and they are fo alwayes ; they are fo when they affirm them 
in their youth, and they are fo when they deny them in their old 
age; and they are confident in all their changes ; and their firft | p 
error which they now {ce , does not make them modeft in the pro- 
pofition which they now maintains for they do not underftand 
that what was may be fo again: So fools{b and zgnorant was I ( faid 
David ) and asit were a beaft before thee. Ambition is folly, and 
temerity 1S ignorance, and confidence never goes without it, and zm- 
pudence is worle, and.zeal or contention is madneffe, and prating is 
want of wifdome, and /uf deftroyes it, and makes a man of a weak 
ab and a cheap reafoning 5 and there are in the Catalogue of 

ins very many, which are direetly, kinds and parts,and appendages | 
of ignorance ; {uch as are blindeneffe of minde, affefted ignorance, and E 
wilful, negle® of heaving the word of God, refolued incredulity, for-| 
getfulneffe of holy things, a and Leleeving a lye this is the fruit of | 
fin, this is the knowledg that the Devil promifed to our firft parents 
[as the rewards of difobedience ; and although they finn’d as weak- 
4 and fondly, gesviuelG v# wely sepévles, uponas flight ~~ 

| an 
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A andtrifling a temptation and as cafiea deception as many of ts Sax.XX- 

fince, yet the caufes of our ignorance are increafed by the multipli- 

tation of our fins ; and if it was {o bad in the green tree, it is much 

worfe in the dry; and no man is fo very a fool as the finner, and 

none are wile but the fervants of God, Mivo: X2ADai'os coplay Aa'- 

10%, WO ap EGegros, Auloydvebaoy dvaxla ceCal vicevos Sedy ayVw!s. 

The wile Chaldees and the wiler Hebrews which worfhip God chaft- 

{ly and purely, they onely have a tight to be called wife ; all that 

Onot to are fools and ignorants, neither knowing what it is to be 

_. | happy, nor how to purchafe it ; ignorant of the nobleft end, and of |. 
B the competent means towards it: they neither know God nor them- 

7 felves, and no — is greater then this or more pernicious, 

What man is there in the world that thinks himfelf covetous or 

' proud ? and yet millionsare, who like Harpaffe think that the houfe 

is dark,but not themfelves, Vettue makes our defires tempetate ard 

| “epi it obferves our actions, condemns our faults; mottifies out 

| lufts, watches all our dangers and temptations : but fin makes our 

| defires infinite, and we would have we cannot tell what ; we ftrive 

that we may forget our faults ; we labour that we may neither re- 

member nor confider ; we juftifieour errors, and call them inno- 

C cent,and that which is our fhame we mifcall honour ; and our whole 

life hath in it fo many weak difcourfes and trifling propofitions,that 

the whole world of finners is like the Hofpital of the s{enfati, mad- 

neffe and folly pofleffes the greater part of mankinde. What great- 

er madneffe is there then to {pend the price of a whole farme in 

contention for three {heaves of cotn? and yet tanxtum peflora cece 

nottis habent, this is the wifdome of {uch as are contentious, and love 

theit own will more then their happineffe, theit humour more then 

their peace, 


D ——Furor eff pot omnia perdere naulum: 
| Men lofe their reafon, and their teligion, and themfelves at laft for 
want of underftanding ; and all the wit and difcourfes by which fin 
creeps in, are but gegilidev Bure wala, yAdoong re x6umol, frauds 
of the congue, and con{ulrations of cate; but in the whole circle of 
fins there is not one wife propofition, by which a man may condu& 
|his affairs, or himfelf become inftruéted to felicity. This 1s the firft 
nacurall fruit of fin: Ic makes a man a fool, and this hurt fi does 
to the underftanding,and this is fhame enough to that in which men 
are moft apt to glory. | | 
E |  Sinnaturally makes a tran weaksthat is,unapt to do noble things; 
by which I do not underftand a natural difability: fot it is equally 
tceady for a man to will good as evil, and as much in the power of 
his hands tobe lifted up in prayer to God as againft his Brother 

in a quafrell; and between a verruous object and his faculties there 

is amore apt proportion; then between his {pirit and a vice ; anid 
oe . Z 3 7 every! . 
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‘every act of grace does more pleafe the minde, then an a& of finne 
does delight the fenfe; and every crime does greater vidlence to 
the better part of man, then mortification does to the lower’s, and 
oftentimes a duty confifts ina negative, as not to bee drank, not to 

fwear, and it isnot to be underftood that a man hath naturally no 
\power zt to do ; if there be a naturall difabslzty, i is to action, not to 
reft or ceafing 5 and therefore in this cafe, we cannot reafonably nor 
july accufe our Nature, but we have reafon to blame our mazners | 
which have introduced upon usa morall dsfabsltty; that is, not that 
the faculty is empotent and difabled, bur that the whole man ws for 
the will in many cafes defires to do good, andthe waderftanding is 
convinced and confents, and the hand can obey, and the pafrrons 
can be direéted, and be inftrumentall to Gods fervice : but becaufe 
they are not ufed to it, the will findes a difficulty todothem fo 
much violence, and the spder{tanding confents to their lower rea- 
fonjngs, and the defires of the lower man do well ftronger; and} . 
then the mbole max cannot do the duty thatis expected. There 1s a 
lam in the members, and he chat gave that Jaw is s tyrant, and the 
fubjetts of thatlaw are flaves, and oftentimes their ear is bored, 
and they love theig -fetters aad defire to continue that bondage for 
ever 3 The law is the law of fine, the Deval is the tyrant, cuffome 
is the (anéson or the firmament of the law; and every vicious man 
isa flave, and choofes the vileft mafter, and the bafeit of fervices, 
and the moft contemptible rewards, Lex exems peccate eft Urolentia 
confuetudinis, qua trabstur © tenetur animus etiam truitas, eo merito 
quo in eam volens sllabstur, faid St, Auftin , The law of finne 1s the 
violence of cuftome, which keeps a mans minde agatnit brs minde, be- 
cgufe he entred willingly; and gave up his own intereft, which; 
hee ought to have fecur'd for his own felicity, and for his fervice 
who gave for it an invaluable price: And indeed in queftions of ver- 
tuc and vice there isno fuch thing as Nature ; orit is fo inconfide- |. y 
rable, that it hath in it nothing beyond an inclination which may | | 
be reverted; and very often not {o much; nothing but « perfei 
tndifferency, we may it we will, or we may choofe; but cuftome 
brings ina new Nature, and makes a Bsa inevery faculty. Toa 
vicious man fome fins become neceffary ; Temperance makes him | 
fick 3 feverity is deathto him; it deftroyes his chearfulneffe and 
activity ; it 1s as his nature, and the defire dwels for ever with 
him, and his reafonings are framed for it and his fancy, and in all} - 
he is helped by examplesby company,by folly, and inconfideration; 
and all thefe are a faction and 4 confederacy againit the honour and 
ferviceof God, And in this, Philofophy is at a ftand, nothing can 
give an account of it but experience, and fortowfull inftances ; for 
it is infinitely unreafonable, that when you have difcourfed wifely 
lagain{t anchafisty, and told, thae we are feparated from it by a 

-circumvallation of Lawes at God and man, that it difhonaurs the’. 
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A body, asd makes the {pitic caitive; that itis fought againft by ar- Sex. XX. 
i}. 6g s Jent trom ail the corners of reafan and religuon, and the | 
. | | man knows ali this, and bcleevs it, and prayes againtt his fin, and 
| | haces bimfelt for it, andcurtes the actions of it yet oppole againft 
| all chisbuca fable, or a merry ftory, a proverbe ora {filly faying, | - 

| the figh of his miftreffe; or any ching bur to icflen any onc of the 
arguments brought. againft it, and that man shall as certainly and 
| clearly be determined to that fin, as if he had onhis fide all the 
\reafon of the world. Aewty 9B fos x, Zomoions % BielsaSa1 1096 
ev'ciy, Cuftome-does ds much as Nature can do ; it does fome- 
|B times more, and fuperinduces a difpofition contrary to our naturall 
- ‘temper, &xdemus had fo ufed his ttomach to fo unnacurall drinks, 
that,as him(elf tels the ftory, he took in one day two and twenty po- 
tions in which Hellebore was infufed, and rofe at noon, and fupp'd 
at night, and felt nochange, : So are thofe chat ate corrupted with 
_ evil cuftomes, nothing will purge them 5 if you difcourte wittily, 
they hear you not; orif they do, they have twenty wayes to an- 
fwer, and twice twenry to negicét ix: if you perfwade them to pro- 
' mife to leave their fin, they do but fhew their folly at the next tem- 
| peation, and tell chat they did not mean it: afd if you take them 
C atanadvantage when their hearts are foftmned with a judgemient or 
{a fear, with 4 fhame or af indignation, and then put the éars and 
locks of -vowes upon them, it is all one ; exe vow hall hinder but oxe 
affion, and the appetite (hall be doubled by the reftraint, and the 
next’ opportunicy fhall make an amends fot che firft omifiton : or 
elfe the iin fhall enter by parts; the vow fhall onely pur the under- 
ftanding to make a diftinétion, or to change the citcumftance, and 
| | undet that colour the crime fhalibe admitted, becaufe the man is 
—' gefolved to fuppofe the mattet fo dtefled was not vowed againft: 
| Bac chen when that is done, the underftanding fhall open that cye 
D that did but wink before, and fee that it was the {amie thing, and 
‘fecretly tejoyce that it was fo coufened : for now the lock is open’d; 
land the vow was broken againft his will, and the man is at liberty 
again, becatfe he did the thing at unawares, & StAey Te ¥, SlAewy, 
fill he is willing to beleeve the fin was not formall vow-breach, 
but now he{ ri broke itmiatcrially; and becaiile the band is bro- 
ken, the yoke is in pieces,therefote the next a€tion fhall go on upon 
ithe fame ftock ofa fingle iniquity without being afrighted in his 
 confcience at the noife dt perjury. 1 with we wete all fo innocent as 
-. | soe ro anderftand the difcourfe ; but #t ules ro be otherwife. 
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| | Nam fe difcedas,” laqueo tenet ambstioft . 
| Confwerudo mali: ey in egro corde fene{ctt, 


Cuftome hath waxen old in his deceived heart, and made {nares 
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Sex.XX. |for him that he cannot difintangle himfelf; {6 tue is that faying| A 
, of God by the Prophet, Caz an thiop change his skin? then may 
yee learn to do well when ye are accuflomed to doevsl; But] inftance in 
two things,which to my fence {ecm gteat aggravations of the flave- 
and weakneffe of a cuftomary finnet. a | 
The firft is, chat men fiz again their entereft; ‘They know they 
‘\fhall be ruin’d by it; it will undo their eftates, lofe their friends, 
ruine their fortunes, deftroy their body, impoverith the {pirit; load | 
the con{cience,difcompofe his reft, confound his reafon, amaze him 
in all his faculties, deftroy his hopes, and mifchief enough befides; 
and when he confiders this, he ie co againft it; but, (umbona) p 
verta erumpant, affettus tamen ad con{uetudinem relabsuntur, the man 
gives good words, but the evil cuftome prevails; and it happens as 
in the cafe of the Tyrznthtans,who to free their Nation from a great 
plague, were bidden onely to abftain from laughter, while they 
offered their facrifice; but they had been fo us’d toa ridiculous 
effeminacy, and vain courfe of converfation, that they could not, 
though the honour and {plendor of the Nation did depend upon it, 
God of his mercy keep all Chriftian people from a cuftome in finning ; for 
if they be once fallen thither, nothing can recover them but a mi- 
raculous grace. C 
2. The fecond aggravation of it is, that cuftome prevails againft 
expertence, Though the man hath already {marted, though he hath 
been difgraced, and undone, though he loft his relation and his 
friends, he is turn’d out of fervice, and difimployed, he begs with 
a load of his old fins upon his fhoulders, yet this will not cure an | 
evil cuftome : Do we not daily fee how miferable fone men make 
themfelves with drunkenneffe, and folly 2 Have not we feen them 
that have been fick with intemperance, deadly fick, enduring for | 
one drunken meeting, more pain then are in all the fafting dayes of | 
the whole yeer? and yet do they not the very next day goto it again? py 
Indeed {ome few are {mitten into the beginning of repentance, and 
they ftay a fortnight,or a moneth,and it may be refift two or three 
invitations ; buc yet the cuftome is not gone, | 


. 


Nec tu cum obftsteris femel, inflantigs negarts 
_ Parére imperto, Rupt jam vincula, dscas, 
| \ 
{Think notthe chain is off when thou haft once or twice refitted ; 
or ifthe chainbe broke, part remains on thee, like a cord upon a’ 
dogs neck, E 


Num @ luttata cants nodum arvipit 5 attamen sl 
Cum fugtt, @ colle trabitur pars magna catene, 


He is not free that drawes his chain after him ; and he that —_ | 
O 
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-rouscircumftances, anda ftrange freedome from temptation, and 
| accidental hardneffe, and fuperinduced confidence, and a preter- 
lemme feverity ; Opuseft aliqua fortuna indulgentia achuc tater hu- 


_ | the knot can hardly be untied which a courfe of evil manners hath 
| bound upon the foul; and every contingency in the world can in- 
tangle him that wears upon his neck the links of a broken chain. 

Nam qut abeo quod amat, Quam extemplo fuaris [agzttatis percuf]us 

eft, slscores foras labitur, kquitur , if he tees his temptation acain 

he is émixaAemeG uw éuvolnc, his kindneffe to it, and converfation 
| with his luft undoes him, and breaks his purpofes, and then he dies 
again, or falls upon that ftone that with fo much pains he removed 
a little out of his way ; and he would lofe the {pent wealth, or the 
health and the reputation over again, if it were inhis power, Philo- 
_muif{us was a wilde young fellow in Domstian’s time, and he was 
hard putto it to make a large penfion to maintain his luft and lux- 
ury, and he was every moncth put to beggerly arts to feed his 

‘crime. But when his father died and left him all, he difinherited 

' himfelf s he {pene it all though he knew he was to fuffer that trou- 
C ble alwayes, which vexed his luftfull foul in the frequent periods of 
| his violent want. : 
Now this is {uch a ftate of flavery, that perfons that are fenfible 
ought to complain, dsAdiay Surw'eay wavy iyve dv, that they ferve 
worfe lords then AEgyptian task-mafters, there isa lord within 
that rules and rages, Jntus G in jecore egro pafcuntur domini , {inne 
dwels there, and makes a mana miferable f{ervant: and this is not 
-onely a dire rvicige expreffion, under which fome {pirituall and 
roetaphyticall truth is reprefented, but it isa phyficall, materiall 
‘truth, and a man endures hardfhip, he cannot move but at this com- 
D mand, and not his outward actions onely, but his will and his un- 
iderftanding too are kept in fetters and toolith bondage: fuvno6 
ors vevegomastsy écly exeivo Td bydw Eyxexpummetyoy * Exei'vo prloofa, 
Exei'vo Can, ixtivo 2rQpwnrs, faid Marcus Antonias ; The two parts 
of a man arc rent in tunder, and that that prevails is the life, it is 
‘the man, it is the cloquence per{wading every thing to its own in- 
'tereft, * Andnow confider what is the effeét of this evil. A man 
by fin is made a ffave, he lofes that liberty that is dearer to him then 
life ic felf ; and like the dog in the fable, we {uffer chains and ropes 

| onely for a piece of breads when the Lion thought liberty a fuffi- 

E_: cient reward and price for hunger, and all the hardneffes of the wil- 

derneffe. Do not all the world fight for liberty, and atno terms 

will lay down armstill at leaft they be coufened with the image 

and colour of it? & Svzoxts CaAG GA desacs and yet for im 

pleafure of a few minutes we give out felves ito bondage s and all 

the world does it, more or Ieffe. , os 
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Either men are flaves to fortune, or to luft ; to covetoufneffe, or ty- 
ranny ; fomething or other compels him to ufages againit his will 
and reafon; and when the lawes cannot rule him, moncy can ; 
divitie enim apud faptentem virum tn fervitute funt, apud ftultum in 
imperio ; for money ts the wife mans fervant, and the fools Majer : 
but the bondage of a vicious perfon, is {uch a bondage as the child 
hath in the wombe, or rather asa fick man in his bed; we are 
bound faft by our difeafe, and a confequent weakneffe, we can- 
not go forth though the doors be open, and the fetters knockt off, 
and vertue and reafon like St. Peters Angel call us and beat us up- 
on the fides, and offer to go before us, yet wecannot come forth 
from prifon; for we have by our evil cuftomes given hoftages 
to the Devil, never to ftirre from the enemics quarter ; and this is 
the greateft bondage that is imaginable, the bondage of conquered, 
wounded, unrefifting people: ad¢omoros haperi, Vertue onely is | C 
_ {the trucft liberty; Aid sf the Son of God make us free, then are wee 
free sndeed, | 3 
3. Sin does naturally introduce a great bafeneffe upon the {pi- 
rit, expreffed in Scripture in fome cafes by the devils entring into 
a man, as it was in the cafe of Judas, after he had taken the fop, Satan 
entred intohim; and St. Cyprian {peaking of them that after Bap- 
Cypr. Ep. 76, | tifme lapfed into: foul crimes, he affirms, that jperstu smmundo quafi 
_|redeunte quatiuntur, ut manfeflum fit Diabolum tn. Bapts(mo fide cre- 
dentis excluds, fi fides poftmodum defecerit regredt; Faith, and the 
grace of Baptifme turns the Devil out of poffesfion; but when ' p 
aith fails, and we loofe the bands of Religion, then the Devil; ~ 
returns ; that is, the man is devolved into fuch fins of whichthere 
can be no reafon given, which no excufe can Ieffen, which are 
fet off with no pleafure, advanced by no temptations, which de- 
ceive by no allurements and flattering pretences; fuch things which 
have a proper and direét contrariety to the good Spirit, and fuch! 
as are not reftrained by humane lawes ; becauf{@they are (tates of | 
evil rather then evs! aézons, principles of mifchief rather then 
direct emanations ; fuch as are, usthankfulneffe, impsety, gruing a [e- 
cret blow, fawning hypocrifie, detrattion, impudence, forgetfulneffe of the 
dead,and forgetting to do that 22 thetr abfence which we promt(ed to themin 
prefence,Qv xéy rd) aig por, ei Bactovr peev BiAw X podeD", Brresd\,” 
fu: CAwAG en xpa'ued” e's; Concerning which forts of unworthi- 
neffe it is certain they argue a moft degenerous {pirit, and they are 
the effect,the naturall effect of malice and defpair, an unwholefome 
ill 
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IA ill natur’d foul, a foul corrupted in its whole conftirution, I re-| Sex,.XX. 
| ‘member that inthe Apologues of Phedyas, it is told concerning an | 
ill natured fellow, that he refufed to pay his Symbol, which him- 
{elf and all the company had agreed {hould be given for every dif- 
eafe, that each man had; _ he denying his itch to be a difeafe ; but 
the company taking off the refufers hat for a pledge, found that he 
had a {cal’d head,and fo demanded the moncy double; which he 
pertinacioufly refifting, they threw him down, and then difcovered 
he was broken bellied, and juftly condemned him to pay three Phi- 
B [lippicks; . Ss a4 | 


- Que fuerat fabula, pena fut. 


| One difeafe difcovers it {elf by the hiding of another, and that 
being open’d difcovers a third ; He that is almoft taken in a faule, 
_télsa lye to efcapezand to proteé that lie,he forlwears himfelf;and 
that he may not be {ufpe€ted of perjury, he growes impudent ; and 
that fin may not shame him, he will glory in it,like the flave in the 
Comedy, who being torn with whips,. grinn’d, and forc'd an ugly 
{mile that ic might not feeme to {mart. * There are fome fins which 
C'aman that isnewly fallen; cannot entertain. There is no crime 
made ready for a young finner,bat that which nature prompts him 

to, Naturall inclination is the firft cempter, then compliance, then 
cuftome, but this being helped by a contequent folly difmantles the 
{oul; making it to hate God,to defpife Religion,to laugh at feverity, 

to deride fober counfels, to flee from repentance, to refolve againft 
it,to delightin fin without abatement of {pirit or purpofes ;. Fer it 

is an intolerable thing for a manta be tormented in his confcience 

| for every fim he acts ; that muft not be ; he muft have his finne and| . 

his peace too, or elfe hecan have neither long : and becaufe truc 

D , eae cannot come, [ for there 1s no peace, fasth my God, to the wtc- 
ed | thercfore they muft make a phantaftick sap by a ftudied 
coulening of themfelves, by falfe propofitions, by carelefneffe, by 
ftupidity, by impudence, by fufferance,and habit ; by converfation, 
ian daily acquaintances; by doing fome things as Adfalom did 
when he lay with his fathets concubines; to make it impoffible for 
him to repent, or to be forgiven; fomiething to fecure him in the 
poffeffion of hell ; Tute boc satrifts quod tibs exedendum eft, the man 
muft thorough it now ; and thisis it that makes men fall into all 

| * | bafeneffe of pirituall fins,[ eaters tASay tig BAIQ xaxwy xara- 
E | geovei’, when a man is come to the bottome of his wickednefle, he 
defpifes all ] {uch as malice and defpite, rancor and smpudence, malict- 
ous fludied ignorance, voluntary contempt of all Rgligson, hating of good 

\ men and good counfels, and taking every wife man and wife ation tobe. 

his enemy; 83tv Eras cvaiyvvToy woes we woyngevavvadec, And’! 

this is that bafeneffe of fin which Plato fo much detefted, gies et 

, faid, = 
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pardon him, and that men fhould never know it, ‘propter folam pec- 
cati turpitudinem, for the very bafeneffe that isin ic. A man that is 
falfe to God, will alfo, if an evil temptation overtakes him, betray 
his friend ; and it is notorious in the covetous and ambitious, 
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They are an unthankfull generation, and to pleafe the = le,or to 
ferve their intereft will hurt cheir friends, That man hatirfo loft him- 

- |felf co all {weemeffe and excellency of {pirit, that is gone thus farre 
in fin, that he looks like a condemned man, or is likethe accurfed 
{pirits preferved in chains of darkneffe and impieties unto the Judge- | 
ment of the great Day, dsOpwwos 3” dish 6 edy womneds sd ey ZAAG 
Ady xexds, this mancan be nothing but evil; for thefe inclinati- 
ons and evil forwardneffes, this dy{crafie and gangren’d difpofition 
does alwayes fuppofe a long or a bafe fin for their parent ; and the 
produ& of thefe is a wretchleffe {pirit; that is, an aptneffe to any Cc 
unworthineffe, and an unwillingneffe to refift any temptation ; a 
perfeverance in bafeneffe, and a confignation to all damnation, 
Aedoarrsd’ dig pe Sere v aworisia Aaluor Sdwxe, If men do 
evil things, evil things fhall be their reward.. If they obey the evil 
ipirit, an evil {pirit {hall be their portion ; atidthe Devs! {ball eater 
into them a6 be entred into Judas, and fill them fall of inequsty, 
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need no greater difhonor thento be a fool anda flave, 
and a bafe perfon, all which fin infallibly makes him; 
‘yet there arefome fins which are direCly fhamefull in their na- 
ture, and proper difreputation, anda vety great many finnes are 
the worft and bafeft in feverall refpedcts ; that is, every of them 
hatha venemous quality of ics own, whereby it is marked and ap- 
| propriated to a peculiar evil {pirit. - Fhe Devels fin was the wortt, 
C becaufe it came from the greateft malice ; Adams was the wort, 
| becaufe it was of moft univerfall efhcacy and diffemination : Faudas 
fin the worft of men, becaufe againft the moft excellent perfon ; 
and the relapfes of the godly are the worft, by reafon they were 
the moft obliged perfons, But the sgnorance of the Law is the 
greatcft of evils, if we confider its — but covetoufxeffe is worfe 
then it, if we regard its incurable and growing nature, /uxuryis 
moft alien from {pirituall things, and is the worft of all in its tem- 
tation and our proneneffe ; but pride growes moft venemous by 

its unreafonableneffe and importunity, arifing even from the good 

D ‘things a man hath; even from graces, and endeatments, and from 
being more in debt to God, Sszs of malice and againft the Holy 


4e A Lthough thefe are fhamefull effe&s of fin, anda man 


Ghoft oppugn the greateft grace withthe greateft {pice ; but sdo-|. 


latry is perfectly hated by God by adireét enmity. Some finnes 

| are therefore moft hainous, becaufe to refift them 1s moft eafie,and 
to act them there is the leaft temptation: fuch as. are feverally, 
lying, and fwearing. There is a ftrange pojfon in the nature of fins, 
that of fo many forts, every one of them fhouldbe the worft; 
Every fin hath an evilfpiric, a Devil of its own to manage, to 
condu@, and to imbitter it: and although all thefe are Gods ene- 
E | mies, and have an appendant fbame in their retinue, yet to fome 
fins fbame is more appropriate, and a proper ingredient in their 
conftitutions : fuch as are Jing, and lsft, and vow-breach; and. 
inconftaxcy; God fometimes cures the pride of a rhans {pirit by 
fuffering his evil manners, and filthy inclination to be determin'd 
upon luft; /sff makes a man we of. publick eyes, and common 
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neffe, it does debauch the {pir, and make it to decay and fall off 
from courage and refolution, conftancy and feverity, the {pirit of 
government and a noble freedome; and thofe punii{hments wh ich 
the nations of the world have infli&ted upon it, are not {mart {fo 
much as fbame: Luftfull fouls are cheap and eafie, trifling and de- 
ppifed in all wife accounts; they arefofarre frombeing fit to fit 
with Princes, that they dare not chaftife a finning fervant that is 
private to their fecret follies ; Ic is ftrange to coniider what labo. 
rious arts of concealment, what cxcufes and rie what pre- 
tences and fig-leaves men will put before their nakednefle and 
crimes ; fhame was the firft thing that entred upon the fin of Adam, 
and when the fecond world began, there was a ftrange {cene of 
Shame aéted by ‘Noah and his fons, and it ended in flavery and bafe- 
neffe to all defcending generations. __ 
We fee the event of this by too fad an experience. What ar- 
ents, what hardneffe, what preaching, what neceffity can per- 
{wade men to confeffe their fins? they are fo afhamed of them, 
that to be conceal’d they preferre before their remedy 5 and yet 
in penitentiall confeffion the {hame is going off, it is like Cate's 
— out of the Thestre, or the Phslofopber from the Taverne ; 
ir might have been fhame to have entred, but glory to have de- 
parted for ever ; and yet ever to have relation to ‘fin is fo fhame- 
fulla thing, chat a mans {pirit is amazed, and his face is confoun- 
ded when he is — of fo fhameful] a difeafe. And there are but 
few men that will endure it, but rather choofe to involve it in 
excufes and deniall, in the clouds of lying, and the white linnen 
of hypocrifie : and yet when they make a,vail for their fhame, fuch 
is the fate of fin, the fhame growes the bigger and the thicker ; 
we lie to men, and we excufe itto Gods either fome parts of ly- 
ing, or many parts of impudence, darkneffe, or forgettulneffe, run- 
ning away, or running further in, thefe are the covers of our fhame, 
like menftruous rags upon a skin of leprofie: Bur fo fometimes 
we fee a decayed beauty befmear’d with a lying fucws,and the chinks 
fill’d with cerafe; befides that it makes no reall beauty, it {posls 
the face, and betrayes evil manners; it does not hide old age, 
or the change of years, but it difcovers pride or luft; it was not 
fhame to be ald,or wearied and worn out with age,but it isa fhame 
to diffemble nature by a wanton vizor, So fin retires from blufhing 
into fhame; if it.be difcover’d, it isnot to be endured, and it 


how ambitious we are for fame and reputation, for honour and 
a fair opinion, for a good name all our dayes, and when our dayes | 
are done, and that no ingenuous man can enjoy any thing he hath, | 
if he lives a and that nothing fo breaks a mans {pirit as | 
difhonour, and the meaneft perion alive does nor think himfelf fit 
. 7 to 


1 voices it is (as all fins elfe are, but this efpecially ) a work of dark- | 


D 


we go ta hide it, we make it worfe, But thenif we remember E 
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puts us, for which we are not onely difgraced and difparaged here? 

| marked with difgracefull pimifhments, defpifed by good ren, our 
follies detided, our compatiy avoided, and hodted at by boyes, 
talk’d of in fairs and markets, pointed at and detctibed by appel- 
latives of {corn, and every body can chide us, and we dye unpitied, 
and lye in our graves eaten up by worries, and a foul difhonour: 

| buc after all chis, at the day of Judgeinent we fhall be called from 
our charnell houtes; where our difgrace. could not fleep, and fhall 
in the face of God, in the prefence of on ee and Devils; be- 

B_ fore all good men dnd all the evil; fee; and feel the fharhe of all 
_-] ©, Our fins written upon our foreheads ; Here in this ftate of mifery 
_and folly wee make nothing of it; and though we dread to bee 
difcovered to men, yet to God we confeffe our finnes without 4 
trouble or ‘a bluth ; but tell an even ftory, becaufe we finde fortie 
.fotms of confeffion ante in our prayer books and that it 
may appear how indifference and tinconcctned we feem to be, we 
fead and fay all, and conteffe the fins we nevet did, withas much 
fottow and regret as thofe that we have aéted 2 thotifahd times, 

| Biit'in thac ftrange day of recompences; we {hall findé the Devil 
C to upbraid the ctiminall, Chrift to difown thetii, the Angels to 


drive them from the'feat of mercy, and fhame tb be theit {mare, |. 


the configning them to damnation ; they fhall theh finde, that they 
cannot dwell whete vertue is rewarded,and where honor and glot? 
hath a thtone $ there is no vail but what is renr, nd exctift to any 
btie to therti that ate declated as innocent’; no citciimiftan ces 
concerning the wicked to ke confideted, bye them that aggravate | 

I then che di grace is not tonfin’d to the talk bf a village, or a prd- 

| vince; biit is {cattercd to all the wofld, not onely in one age thal 

| the fhammie abide; but the mien of all generations fhall fee and won- 

D der at the vaftneffe of that evil that is {pread upon the fouls of fin- 
nets for evet and ever 5 dywy wlyac, wf png sevaypay,gdd Saxpr'ey 


| #8006; NO night {tall chen hide it, fot in thofe regions of darkneffé | 


where the difhonoduted tan fhall dwell for ever,. there is nothin 

vifible but the fbame 5 there is light enough for that, but darkneffe 
| fot all thingselfe: and then he fhall reap the full hatveft of his] 
fhame ; dll that fot which wife men fcorned him; atid alf that for 


which God hated him; all that in which he was a fool, and alt that 
in which he was malicious ; that which wds publick,arid that which| 
was private that which fodls applaudéd; and that which himfelf 


E.| durft not ows; thé fectets of hislift; and thé criminall contri- |: 


vances of -his thoughts ; the bafe and odious circumftahces, and 
the ftequency of thé a€tion, and the ‘wen of his finné ¢ all that 
which tfoubles his cofifcience, and all that hé wéllingly forgets, thal!’ 
be ptoclaim’d by the thumper Of God, by the voice of an Arch-} 
| angel in the gfeat Congregation vie and juftmén; 


4 


— wae 0 i 


aR 


A tobe defpifed; we are to confider into what an cvill Cchdition fin Sha. XXL. 


276 A pples of Sodom. 
ee 
Sux, XXI.) There is one great circumfance more of the fhame of fin, which| A 

| extremely enlarges. the evil of a finfull ftate, but tbat is not conle- 

quent to.fin by a naturall emanation, but. is.{uperinduc’d. by the 
juft wrath of God: and therefore is to be confider’d in the third 
part, which is next to be handled, | _ 

| 3. When the Beotians asked the Oracle, by what they: fhould be- 

come happy ? the anfwer was made, "aocChaarras iumeglatr, wicked 

and irreligsous perfons are profperous: and they taking the Devil at 
his word, threw. the in{pired Pythian, the minsflrizig wetch, into the 
fea, hoping {o to become mighty in. peace and wagre.. The effect 

of which wasthis, The Devil-was found a, lyar, and they fools.ar} p 

firft, andat laft felt the reward of irreligion. For. there areto 

fome crimes fuch events, which are not to be expe@ed from the con- 
nexion of natural] caufes, bur.from fecret influences and-undifcerni- 
ble conveyances ; * thata man fhould be-made fick for-receiving, 
the holy Sacrament unworthily, and blinde for refifting the words 
of an Apoftle, a Preacher of the. Lawes of, Jefus, and dye fuddenly, 
for breaking of his vow, and committing iacriledge, and be under 
the power and {courge of an exterminating Angel, for. climbing 
his Fathérs bed;thefe are things beyond-the worlds Philofophy, Bus| 
as in Nature,{o in Divinity too there.are Sympathies and Autipathiety,' 
effeéts which.we feel by, experience, and. are forewarned-of by. 
revelation, which no naturall reafon.can judge,. nor, any providence; 
|can prevent.but by living innocently, and complyigg with the Com-. 
mandements of God. The rod of God, whsch. cometh. nos into, the; 
lot of the righteous, {trikes the finning man with fore; firokesiof weve. 
fan¢E, i ne ee oe ee 

:: th efirft that I.fhall note is chat which I-called. the aggravatser; 

of the fame of, fin,; and that is,an impofiibility of being concealed.in, 

moft cafes of heinous crimes, penddwore 4nd dy, diay cov mpitions, fA 
mile Aficoay, let no man {yppofe.thar.he fhall for ever: hide his. fin; fy 

a {ingle action may, be conveyed. away under-the, covert.of- an exe, 

cufe or a privacy, efcapjng as; #/yffes did the.fearch of. Polyphenmus,; 

and it. fhall in time be known that it did. efcapes, aad fhall be. df= 
couer'd that.s¢ was private, ; thats, chat st.4 fo. no lengen.: Bus n0; 
wicked man that dwelt-and delighted in fin, did evergo off! from: 
his {cene of. unworthineffe withowria,filahy.charatters, ‘The blagk; 
veil is thrown over; him, before -his; death. and by, fome: contin 
aces he enters into his cloud, begaule few fins determine: 
ally in the thopghts ;. but.if: they.dwelk there, they willaliacny, 

ter into action, and then.the-thing difcovers is felt 5.08 elfe.the, B- 

injured perfon-will proclaim as, or;the jealous. man will jtalk-of is, 

fore it’s done, or curious people will .inquire- atid difcoyer; or the; 

{pirit of detragtion (hall Belet loo{c upon him, and in {pite fhall, 

eclare more then he -knowes, ;not more-thea is true... The-anci 
ents, elpecially. the Scholars of Fpieurmisbeloeved thas no man could. 
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A_ be fecured — in his fpitit from being difcovered. Scelas a&s-| Sak, XXE 
a tuum, naulle (ecuram twist, They are not fecute even when} 
they are fafe ; bus are afftiGted with perpetiiall jealoufies ; and eve-| 
ry whifper is concerning them; and all new noifes, are arrefts to 
their {pirits 5 and the day is too light, and the night is too hottid; 
and both are the moft opporrune for their difcovery ; and hefides 
the undifcernible connexion of the. contingencies ya tennis 


—— 


many fecret crimes have been publifhed by dreams, 
their fleep; It is the obfervation of Lacreteus, 


B Malsi de magnis pee fomnam rebus logeuntar, 
Indsct64q; fas [atts perfepe fuére. 


' And what their tinderftanding kept 2 guard upon; theif fancy let 
loofe.; fear was the bats a pete ogy 9-2 Posen ae key. 
.to open, even then when.all the fenfes wete fhut; and God sul’d 
alone without the choice and difcourfe of man, .Andthongh no 
man regards the wilder talkings of a diftra€&ted man, yer it hath 
fometimes hapned thata debriam anda‘fever, fear df death, and 
the intolerable apprehenfions of damnation have open’d the cabi- 
C net of fin, and brought to light all that was acted in the cuttains 

of night, Oe "3, 6 

Duippe ubi fe multis per fomnia fepe loquentes, 
Aut morbo delivantes protraxe ferwntury > 
Ek celata dia sm medium peccata dediffe, 


But there are fo thany wayes of difcovery, and attiongft (0 many; 
{ome one does fo certainly happen that they ate well fumm’d up by 
” | Sophocles, by faying, that seme benrs all, and tels all, 


Hebe radia ipe'ale jenDby, edateit’ Spy 
Ka) navt axsws, saver dvantoon yeqG. - - 


A clotid may be its toof and cover till it paffes over; bit wher 
it is driven by a fietce winde; ot tuns fOndly aftet the Sunne; it 
layes open a deformity; which like an ulcer hed a skin ovet it, and] - 
@ pain within, and dtew to it aheap of forrowes big enough to 
run over all its inclofuses; . Many perfons have betrayed them- 
felves by their own feats; and knowing themfelves never to be 
fecure enough, ‘have gone to putge themielves of what co body 
{ufpe&ed them; offer'd an Apology, when they had so accufer 
but one-within ; which like @ shorn in she flefb, of like 4 word iz a 
fools heart, was uncafie till -3¢ came outs Now amo (¢ nitnium| 

purgstantes, when tien are ovet-bufie in juftifying themfelves, it isa 
fign thetnfelves think they need - Plutarch tells of a young Gentle- 
—_ _. fa 7 ___- man}. 


ey 
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San, XXI. man that deftroyed a {wallow’s neft, pretending to them that re- 


Homer. 


- lefteemed. {o ominous, that the little bird accufed him for killing 
Ecclef.10.20. 


_- [ning him, though ‘he dies and dies cternally. 1 do not here 
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proved him for doing the thing which in their fuperftition the Greeks 


his Eather. And tothis purpofe it was that Solomon gave coun- 
fell: Curfe not the Keng, no not in thy thought, nor the rich in thy bed- 
chamber, for a bird of the air fball carry the voice, and that that bath 
wings {ball tell the matter; Murder and treafon have by {uch ftrange 
wayes been revealed, asif God had appointed an Angel prefident 
of the revelation, and had ef this in fecret and fure muniftry to 

theifme from the face of the earth, 


cepting of letters, miflaking names, falfe inf ~~ errors of mef[en- 


orror tn the aftion, the 


Cryftall. 7 
: "Fos befides that God takes care of Kings and of the lives 
of men, | | 


"Hs rb ooy peer epyer a0 | YCo6, we dre prrdp 
Tlaiddg dtpyes vias oe a oes AtceTas Ute, 


driving away evil from their perfons, and watching asa Mother 
tokcep gnats and flies from her dear boy a em 3 in the cradle, 
there are in the machinations of a mighty mifchief, fo many mo- 
tions to be concentred, fo many wheels to move reguiarly, and the 
hand that turns them does {o tremble, and there is fo univerfall a 
confufion in the condué, that unleffe it paffes fuddenly into act, 
it will be prevented by difcovery, and if it be aéted it enters into 
fuch a mighty horror, that the face of a man-will tell what his 
heart did think, and his hands havedone. And afterall, ic was 
{een and obferved by him that ftood behinde the cloud, who fhall 

alfo bring every work of darkneffe into light in the day of ftrange) — 
difcovcries and fearfull recompences ; and in the mean time cer- 
tain it is, thatno man can long put ona perfon.and aca part, but) 
his evil manners will peep through the corners of the white robe, 
and God will bring an hypocrite to fhame even in the eyes of 


men, .. : oF ! 

2. .A fecond fuperinduced confequent of fin brought upon it 
by the: wrath of God, is fia; when God punifhes fin with fin he 
is extreamly angry ; for then the punifhment is not medscinal, but 
finall and exterminating 3 Godin chat cafe takesno care concer- 


{peak of thofe fins which are naturally confequent to cach other, 
| | | | as 
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A as evil words to evil thoughts, evil actions to evil words; rage t0| $x, XXI 


| 
| drunkenneffe;:luft co glucrony, pride to ambition ; but {uch which 
| | God fuffers the mans cvil nature tobe vempted to by evil opportu- 
| |nitics; Qeev.cvayxeloy rode, This is the wrath of God, and the 
man is without remedy. It was a fad calamity, wben God punithed 
Davids adultery by permitting him to fall to ha gi Solomens 
wanton and isiordinate love, with the crime of idolatry, and Anan: 
as his dacriledge with lying againft the holy Ghoft, and Judas his 
' covetoufneffe with betraying his Lord, and that betraying with def- 

‘ ‘pair, and that defpair with fclf-murder, 


| 


meee Maogxerd D ixeiSe du. + 

| Avan tig dAAn, Dado G xaxoi'g, > 
One evil invites another, and when God is angry and withdrawes 
his grace, aid the holy Spirit is grieved and departs trom his dwel- 
ling, the man is left at the mercy ofthe mercilefle enemy, and he 
fhall receive him onely with varicty of mifchiets ; like Hercules 
when he hed broken the horn of Achelous, he was almoft drown'd 
G - with the floud that fj from ic; and the evil man when he hath 
"| pafs’d the firft {cene of his forrowsy. fhall be intic’d or lett to fall 
into another: For it is a certain truth,.that he who refifts, ot that 
negleéts to ule Godsgracc, fhall fall into that evil condition, that 


when he wants ig moift,he fhall have leaft. Itis fo withevery man; | 


he that hath the greateft want of the grace of God fhall want it 
more ; if this great want proceeded once from his bwn fin,. fa 
bents datstur, laid our blefted Lord, to bsm that bath {ball be given, 
and he {ball have more atundantly ; from him that bath not fball be ta 
ken, even that which be bub, It isa remarkable faying of Datzds 


[thy Law, this I bad becaufe 1 kept thy Commandements : keeping Gods 
| Commandements, was rewarded with keeping Gods Commande- 
ments ; And in this world God hath not a greater reward to give; 
for fo the foul is sourifhed unto life, fo. it. growes up with the in- 
‘'creafe of God; fo i paffesontoa perfe& man in Chrift; fo it is 
‘configned for heaven, and {o.it enters into glory ; for glory is.the 
perfection of grace; and when our love to God is come to its ftate 
and perfe&tion; then we are within the circles of a Diadem, and 
then we are within the regions of felicity. And ‘there is the fame 
E ‘reafoninthecontrary inftance, = oe ee 
| The wicked perfon falls into fin, and this he had becanfe he fian*a 
| 
| 
| 
| 


againft his maker. .Tradiast Dems eos in defideréa cords. eorum i 
and it concerns .all to obferve it; and if ever we finde that a finne 
fucceeds a fin-in the fame inftance, itts becaule we refufe to repent 
but if a fin fucceeds a fin-in another inftance, as if luft pages 


—_ _ phils! xan, 


| 
| 
P | I have thought upon thy Name,O Lord inthe night feafon; andharekept 7 
| 


, 
@ 
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ide,or sourder drunkenneffe 5 ir is a fign that Gow will net gtve ms | A 
he grace af repentance; he.is angry at us with a deftructive fury, he 


fon, to force a man from the Brave, to draw him againft the bent 
of his evil habits ; yet it is fo feldome, that we are left to confider, 


’ 
“4 


Sin brings in its retinue, fearfull plagues and evil angels,met- 


are fearfull cqntingencies : bur God hath been more angry yet ; re- 
belltan was punifhed in Carah and his company; by the gaping of the 


been thraftinto a finne, for which he hath repented; which hee 
hath confefled, which he hath refcinded , and which hee hath 
made amends for as he could, and yet God was fo feverely an- 
gry, that this man was fuffered co fall info big a calamity, ‘os 
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A hedied by ce hands of violence; ina manne# fo fecmingty impof-' Sir, XXI: 
fible vo his condition, thar re looked Hike the bigeef forrow thar 
bathhappendd-to the foksof men» Buctthen let us contider how 
‘many and how great crimics'we have done 5 and trémble'to chink; |, 
that God. hath: exaéted fo fearful! paités and mighty unifhments | 
for one fuch fin: which wé,: it may be; have cornmi Ly frequently, | 
Our fin-deferves as:bad a3-their's 5 and: God is imipartraf, and we | 
have no ‘sag no prdmite: of exemptions no reafori to hope | 
its. whae ther’ do we think: fhall become of this affair» whcre| 
mut we fufer tis- vengtanee » For thar it isdue, char itis: just 
Ik we fuffer it, thefe fad examples are a perfeét demonftration, We 
have done that, for. which God thought flayzng’ alive not to be too 
big a punifhment; that for which God hath {mitten Kings with 
formidable plagues ; chat for which governments: have been chan- |' 
ged, and Nations enflaved, and Churches deftroyed, and the Can- 
dleftick.removed), and famines and'peftilences have beén fent upon 
a. whole Kingdottte ; arid what fha!l become of us » why do we 
vainly. hope it thal! not be fo with 'us> If it was: juft for thefe men 
‘to fuffer what cicy did; then We are arleaftto expe {o much; 
aatd ‘ther let'us: contider' itito 'what'a«fearfull condition fin hath put 
C, us, upon whotti'a’ fenterie is’ read, thar we shall be ‘plagued like 
Zedekiab; ot Gora. or Dathars or the Kitt of Spatn; dr any other 
Kings. whe were, for oughe’we know, infinitely more innocent and 
more excellentperfons thers any of! us, WWhat will become of us 3 
For God is‘as< aft’ to uis:a3'to. them 5° and Chrift! died ‘for‘them as 
well as for'us; and they’ have repented thdte then we Have done; 
and what mercy'can weexpect; : that they might not' hope’ for, up- 
onat leaft as good ‘ground as we >> ~Gods wayes‘are fécret, and 
his mercies and juftice dwell ita grear'abyfle 5 but we ate to mea- 
| \f{ure. our expettations by-revelation and experience, But then what 
D> wotild -betortie of: us; if God ‘thould be ‘as angty-at ‘our fin'as ‘at’ 
_  Zedekiabs, ot King Davids Wheréhave we in otit body room 
: ! enough for ‘fo many ffripes, .as out fir ought ‘juftly to be punifhed 
| eect >-or what {dcurity ‘or probability have we that he'will not fo 
unt US >: ban” sees oY . . . 
P For: I: didnot‘ teprefent this fad tory; as a’ matter of poifibi-| . 
lity onely that: we may’ fear’ flich fearfull ftrokées as we fe¢ God] 
lay- upon finnets ; but! we. ougtic’ to “look ‘upon it as a thing thar 
will come folvie ‘way ‘ofother , and for’ ought we know ‘we can- 
[not efcape it; ' So: much; dnd'niore is due for the fin, and though 
E |; Chriftihath: redeemed ‘out: fouls; and if we’ tepent' we thall not 
die eternally; yer he hath no ‘where ‘ptomifed we fhall nor bee 
{niitten: It‘was an‘odde faying of ‘the‘Devil to a finer Whom! he 
‘would fain have-hadto dé{pair; fe é Calo ad’ Barathrhm demifit 
| peccatum,. © Vor'ullum-in-terra locam” tutum exaflimubiris? Sin) 
! os eos, “wes! ~ os thru 
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San. XXI-. thruft me from heaven to hell, and do you think on earth to have| A 
| fecurity > Men ufe to prefume that they fhall go unpunifhed 3 but 
we fee what lirtle fot we have fo to flatter and undo our felves, 
| wat DD xowey THe, T ey RANOVAARIY Th WH qcuv,He that hath finn'd 
‘mutt look for a Judgement, and how great that is, we are to take | 
our meafures by thole fad inftances of vengeance by which God 
hath chaftifed the beft of men, when they have committed but 2 
fingle fin; cAldesov, sAdbesoy xaxdy, fin is damnable and deftru- 
étive ; and therefore as the affe refufed the barley which the fatted 
{wine left, perceiving by it he was fatted for the flaughter ¢ 


-- Tuum libenter prorfus appeterem citum, 
Phedus, Naf que nutritus illo eft, jagulatas forets 


we may learn to avoid thefe vain pleafures which cut the throat 
after they arc {wallowed, and leave us in that condition that we 
rnay every day fear, left that evil happen unto us, which we {ce fall 
upon the great examples of Gods anger ; and our fears cannot, 
= not atall tobe taken off, but by an effective, bufie, pungent, 
hafty, and a permanent repentance ; and then alo but in fome pro- 
portions, for we cannot be fecured from temporall plagues, if we 
have finn’d ; no repentance can fecure usfrom all that; nay Gods. 
{|pardon, or remitting his finall anger, and es the pains of 
hell, does not fecure us here: ti vteecis waeg whdes Balvers but fin} — 
lies at the dopr ready to.enter in, and rifle al] our fortunes, | 
I, Boe this hath two appendages which are very confiderables 
and the firft is, that there are fome mifchicfs which. are the pro- 
per and appointed f{courges of certain finnes, and aman need not 
asks (ujus vulturis boc ertt cadaver 2 what vulwre, what death,}. | 
what affliction thall deftroy this finncr 2 The fin hath a punifh- » | 
ment of its own which ufually attends it, as giddineffe does a; 
drunkard, He that commits facriledge, is marked for.a vertigi- | 
noufneffe and changeable fortune ; Maeibem, Omy Ged, like unta\ ” 
4 wheel, of anunconftant ftate: and we and our fathers have feen tt, 
in the change of fo many families, which have been undone by 
being made rich; they took the lands from the Church, and the} 
curfe went along with it, and the mifery and the afliGtion lefted: 
longer then the fin, Telling lies frequently hath for its punith- 
ment tobe gsven over te Leleeve a lye, and at laft, that no body! | 
fhall beleeve it but himfelf; and then the: mifchief is full; he be- E 
comes a difhonoured and a bafled perfon, . The confequent of 
luft is properly fbame; and witchcraft is {till punithed with bafenefs, 
and beggery ; and oppreffion of widowes hath a fting, for the tears 
of the Gi aa are to the oper fours like the waters of. jealoufic,| 
making the belly to fwell, and the thigh to rot ; the ot art {el- | 
| ome 
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A dome dies ina tolerable condition; but is remark’d toward his, Sax, XXI: 
| end with fome horrible afili¢tion, The fting of oppreflion is darted 
as a man goes to his grave. In thefe andthe like, God keeps a 
rule of firiking, Jn q#e qats peccat, 1% ¢0 punitur, The Divine 
Judgement did point at the finne, left thar be concealed by ex- 
cufes, and protetted by affection, and increafed by paffion, and de- 
ftroy the man by its abode. For fame fins are fo agrceable to the 
.|{piritof a fool and anabufed perfon, becaufe he hath fram’d his af- 
fetions to them, and they comply with his unworthy intereft, that 
_ {when God out of anangry kindneffe; {mites the man and punifhes 
B the fin, che man does fearfully defend his beloved fin,as the ferpent 
does his head which he would moft tenderly preferve. But there- 
fore God that knowes all our tricks and devices, our ftratagems to 
| be undone; bath therefore apportioned out his punifhments by ana- 
lagies, by proportions, and entaile ; fo that when every fin enters 

into its proper portion, we may difcern why God is angry, and la-} 
_, bour to appeafe him f{peedily. | 3 
2, The fecond appendage to this confidetation is this, that there 
are {ome ftates of fin, which expofe a man to all mifchief, as it can 
happen by taking off from him all his guards, and defences ; by 
C | driving the good Spirit from him, by ftripping him of the guards 
of Angels, Bist this is the effe& of an habicuall fin; a courfe of an 
evil lite, and it is called in a a grieving the good Spirit of| 
God, But the guard of Angels is in Scriptute onely promifed to] 
them that live godly ; The -Angels of the Lord pitch their tents round | PGl.33, 
nlout them that fear him, and delruereth tbems{aid David, 


TS DI Sodom muegerts wapesaow moAU Loy Soi 
*Ayleaat, of os prtenrc hegr cis os wavle reAdiras. 


And the Hellensfts ule to call the Angels éypryé pus watchmen; which 
cuftody is at firft defigned and appointed for all; when by Bap- 
| tifme they give up theit namies to Chrift, and enter into the cove- 
nant of Religion, And of this the Heathen have been taught fome- 
thing by converfation with the Hebrews and Chriflians 5 unicurg; 
noftrum dare padagogum Deum, {aid Seneca to Luctlhius , non pri- 
marinm, [ed ex.eorum numero; ques Ovidsas. vocat ex plele deos: 
There is a guasdian God affigned to every one of us, of the num-| 
ber of thole which are of the fecond order ; {uch ate thofe of whom 
EB | David {peaks before the Gods will I fing praife unto thee; and it 
was the doétrine of the Stoicks, that to every onc there was ailigned 
a Genius anda Juno: Quamobrem major céelitum popalas etsam quam 
hominum intelligs poteft, quum finguls ex femetipfis totidem Decs 
factant, Funones genio{q, adoptando fibs, {aid Pliny: Every one 
does adopt Gods into his family, and geta Gensus and a Juno of 
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a el 
7 their own, 7unonem meam tratamhabeam ; it was the oath of Qaar-| A 

aes tilla in i ; and Socrates in Plato is {aid to {wear by his on 

though afterwards among the Remans it became.the womans oath, 

and anote of effeminacys But the thing they aimed at was this, 

that God took a care of us below, and fent 2 miniftring {pirit for 

our defence ; but that this is onely upon the accounts of piety, they 

knew not.But we are taught it by the Spirit of God in Scripture.For, 

the Angels are minifring fpérsts, fent forth to minifter to the good of 

them who [ball be heirs of falvatton , and concerning St. Peter, the faith- 

full had an opinion, that it mightbe bw Angel; agreeing tothe 

Doétrine of our bleffed Lord, who {pake of Angels appropriate] B 

to his lictle ones, to infants, to thofe that belong to him. Now what 

God {aid to the fons of Ifrael is alfo true to us Chriftians ; Bebold, 

I fend an Angel before thee, beware of bim and obey bes votce, provoke 

bim not, for be will not pardon your tran{grefstons, So that if we pro- 

voke the Spirit of the Lord to anger by a courfe of evil living, either 

the Angel will depart from us, or if he ftayes, he will ftrike. us, 

The beft of thefe is bad enough, and he is highly miferable, 


Exed. 23.10. 


Qui non fit tantoboc cuftode fecurus, 


whom an Angel cannot defend from mifchief, nor any thing fecure se 
him from the wrath of God. It was the defcription and charaéter 
which the &rythrean Sibyl gave of God, | 


"Agdapric xlisicasenuG at Seg yous, a 
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It is Gods appellative to be a giver of excellent rewards to juft and 
innocent perfons: but to affigne to evil men fury, wrath, and] ph 
forrow for their portion. If I fhould lanch further into this Dead 
fea, I fhould finde nothing but horrid thrickings, and the skuls of 
dead men utterly undone. Fearfull it is to confider, that fin does 
not onely drive us into calamity, but it makes us alfo impatient,and 
imbitters our {pirit in the fufferance : * It cries loud for vengeance, 
and {o torments men before the time, even with fuch fearfull out- 
cries, and horrid alarms, that their hell begins before the fire is 
kindled, * It hinders our prayers, and confequently makes us hope-| ™ 
leffe and helplef{e. * It perpetually affrights the confcience, unleffe 
by its frequent ftripes it rien a calloufneffe and an infenfible dam- | E 
|nation upon it, * It makesus to lofe all that which Chrift purcha- 
fed for us, all the bleffings of his providence, the comforts of his 
Spirit, the aids of his grace, the light of his countenance, the hopes 
of his glory ;. it makes us enemies to God, and to be hated by him 
more then he hates adog; and with a dog fhall behis portion 
| to 


a a a a 
A tocternall ages; with this onely difference, that they fhall both be. Sax, XXI+ 
equally excluded from heaven ; but the dog fhall not,and the finnct|_ 
{hall defcend into hell ; and which is the confirmation of all evils 
for a tranfient fin God fhall nfli@ an eternall Death, Well might 
itbe {aid inthe words of God by the Prophet, ponam Babylonem tn 
pole Cionem Erinacesy Babylon {hall be the poffeffion of an Hedge- 
hog : that’s a finners dwelling 5 incompaffed round with thorns 
and harp prickles, afliGtions and uneafineffe allover. So that he 
that wifhes his fin big, and profperous, wifhes his his Bee as big as 
a Bull, and his Hedgehog like an Elephant ; the pleafure of a, 
B 'ney would not cure the mighty fting; and nothing make recom- 
| pene, or be a Zood, equall to the evil of an eternall ruine. Bur of 
this thereisnoend, I fumme up all with the faying of Publius A1- 
‘mus, Tolerabslior eft qui mors jubet qudm qui male vtvere, He is more 
tobe endured that putsa man to death, then he that betrayes him 
into fin, For the end of this ts death eternall. 2 « 
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SERMON, XXII. 


Oo THE — . a 
GOOD aEVILL 

TONGUE. — 

Ephef. 4. 29. |¢ 

|Let no corrupt communication proceed outof your mouth, 


but that which is good to the ufe of edifying, that it weay | 


_. minifter grace unto the bearers, 


E that had an ill memory did wifely comfort 
himfelf by reckoning the advantages he had by 
his forgetfulneffe. Jor by this means he was 
hugely fecuted againft malice,and ambition ; for | py 
My fey his anger went off with the fhort notice and ob- 
“|| fervation of the injury ; and he faw him(elf unfit 
. for the bufineffes of other men, or to make re- 
cords in his head,and undertake to condu& the intrigues of affairs of | 
a multitude, who was apt to forget the little accounts of his own {el- |. 
dom reading. He alfo remembred this,that his pleafures in readin 
books were more frequent, while he remembred but little of 
yefterdays ftudy, andto morrow the book is newes, and with its 
novelties gives him frefh entertainment, while the retaining brain! 
layes the book afide, and is full already, Every book isnewto B 
an ill memory, and one long book is a Library, and its parts return | 
frefh as the morning, which becomes a new day, though by the 
revolution of the fame fun. Befides thefe, it brought him to tell 
truth for fear of thame, and in meer neceffity made his fpeech little 
‘and his difcourfes fhort; becaufe the web drawn ftom his a : 
| oon | 


- 


The good and evil Tongue. 
Pgs oon SHEEN T ———— : : 
‘A oon fpunons, and his founsain grew quickly dry, and left 
_,through forgetfulnefle. * He Sux ist er de aad fair 
bath fome ot the{c comforts to plead in excute of his ilk forrune, ar 
defective natureFor if he can bus hold bis peace,he fhall be fure par 
to be troublefome to his company, not mark’d far lying, os become 
tedious with multiplicizy of idle talk, He fhall be prefumed wife, 
and oftentimes is fo; be fhalk nat frel. the wounds of contention,nor 
be put eo excule an ill-taken faying, nor figh for the fally of an irre- 
‘covcrable word 5 If his fault be thas he hath not {pokem, that can at 
any ume be mended,bur if be finn’ in {peaking,i« cannot be unfpo- 


| we are diftinguifhed from ane another and therefore though filence 


| yet it is rather the ftate of death then life ; aed therefore when fhe 
Egyptians factificed to Harpocrates theis god of Silence, in the midft 
een rites they cried Out yAwooa Falgwr, The Tongite isan ry 
good or bad, that’s as it happens; Silence was to them a god, 
the Tongue is greater; itis the band of humane entercourfe, and 
makes menapt to unite in Societies and Republickssand I remember 
what one of the Ancients faid, that we are better in the company of 
a known dog, then of a man whofe {peech is not knowayet externus 
| alien now ft hewn vice; a firanget t 2 Kranget in his las- 
3 e, is not.asa mantoa man; for by- voices and homilies, by 
‘queitions and an{wers, by narratives and invectives, by counfel and 
‘seproof, by praifes and hymnes, by ptayers and glorifications, we 
ferve Gods glory, and the neceflities of men ; and by the tongue out 
Tables are made to differ from Mangerss, our Cites from Deters; 
roe! ee gp on poe oe i of cig peo comes 
iy bearzng, ering byt poken by the reugeet 
soem and_tageltyaand the blefles. Spiriss in heaven orale not from fey 
ing night and day their Tesaa'y10r, their fong of gloty tq him that 
firceth on the throne, and to the Lanfbe for ever and ever ; and then 
our imploymient (hall be glorious as our ftate,when our tongues fhal 
to etemall ages fing AUelujabs to their Maker and Redgemer ; and 
therefore fince Nature hath taught us co {peak, and God requites it, 
| and our thanktulneffe obliges us, and our neceffizies engage us, and 
| charity fometimes calls for it, and innocence is to be defended, and 
we ate to {peak in the caufe of the oppretleds & Open out mngrithe i 
| | : , & 


running Sex. xxul 
{paken, 
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Sin, XXII the caufe of Gad: and itis alwayes a feafonable prayer that God| A 
would open our lips, that our mouth may do the work of heaven,| - 
and declare bis praifes, and jbew forth bis glory, ie. concerns USED 
take care that naturc be changed into grace,neceflity into choice,that 
while we {peak the greatnefle of God, and minifter to-the needs of 
our neighbour, and do the works of life and religion, of {ociery and 
prudence, we may be fitted to bear a part in the fongs of Angels, 
when they fhall rejoyce at the feaft ot the marriage [upper of, the 
Lambe, But the tongue isa fountain both of ‘bitter waters and-of 
pleafant; it fends forth bleffing, and curfing 5 it praifcs God,. and 
railsat men ; it is fometimes {et on fire, and then st puts whole Cr | 
tics in combuftion ; it is unruly, and no more tobe'reftrained then 
the breath ofa tempeft ; it is volatile’and fugitive: reafon fhould 
pobefore it, and when it does not,repentance.comes after ; it was 
intended for an organ of the Divine praifes, butthe-Devil ofren 
playes upon it, and then it {ounds like the Screech-owle, or the 
groans of death; forrow and fhame, folly and repentance are che 
notes, and formidable accents of that difcord. We are all naturally 
Aoyogiaotlovers of {peech, more or lefle; and-God reproves it Hot, 
provided that we be alfo piadAoyo, wife‘and materiall, ufefull and 
| prudent in our difcourfes, For fince {peech is for converfation, let-it | , 
‘be alfo charitable and profitable s let it be without‘finjbut not with: C 
out profit and grace to the hearers, and then it is as God would have 
it ; and this is the precept of the Text, figft telling us what we fhould 
avoid,and then telling us what we fhould purfue;what our difcourle 
ought not to be, and fecondly what it ought to bes there being no 
more variety in the ftruéture of the words, I fhall 4, difcourfe of 
the vices of the tongue ; 2. of its duty and properemployment. - 

I, Let no corrupt communication proceed out: of your mouth’; 
nds caneg, ASy@Qy corrupt or filthy communication; fo we read its | 
and-itfeems properly to’note fuch communication as miniftersto | 
wantonneffe ; fuch as are the Fefcennines of Aufonus,. the excte-_ 
ment and {pume of Martzal’s Verfe, and the Ephefiaca of Xenophons | 
indeed this is fuich a rudeneffe as is not to be admitted into civil cons | 
verfation; and is wittily ‘noted by the Apoftle, charging that for- 
nication fbould not Le once named among them as becometh Satnts; 
not meaning that the vice fhould not have its name and.filthy cha- | 
racter, but that nothing of it be named, in which it can be tempting | 
or offenfive ; nothing tending to it, or teaching of it, fhould be 
named; we mutt riot‘have #6pvoy Ad-yov, fornication in our talk;that’s 
fuch a bafeneffe, that itnot oncly grieves the Divine Spirit, but E 
difhonors all its channels and conveyances : the proper language of 
the {in is not fit to be ufed‘fo much as. in reproof ; -and therefore I 
have fometimes wondred how it came to paffe,that fome of the An- ’ 
cients, men wife and modeft, chafte and of fober {pirits, have fala ‘ 
into a fond liberty of declaniatjon againft uncleannefle, ufing — 

ees ' words 
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A | wotds which bring that fin upon the ftage of fancy, and offend ayr= Sa XXII. 
culas non calentes, {ober and chafte eares. For who can without 
blufhing read Seaeca defcribing the Looking-glaffe Of Hoff, ox 
the fevere but loofer words of Perfiu, or the reproofes of St. Hi¢- 
romhimfelf, that great Patron of virginity, and exacter of chaftivy2 
yet more then once he repraves 7 things with unhandfome 
language: St. Chrjfoftome makes an Apologie tor them that doe {oy 
dy piv gd oeevas tins, 8 Suviayxcdinedas TB ax ol@,, day) Bu-| pis rae 
Andis xaSafadas spsdpag drayemiyds dacyynraoas ween Rom. 
t2 AsySpwe, you cannot profit the hearers unlefs you difcover. the 

B | filthinefs, for the withdrawing the curtain is fhame & ¢qnfutation 
enough for fo great a bafenefs ; and Chirurgions care not how the 
defile their hands, fo they may do profit te the patient, And indeed 
there is a material difference in the defigne of him that {peaks ; ifhe 
a && Cineis als, according to his fecret affetion and private 

olly,it is certainly intolerable ; but yet if he fpeaks ayo xndenarlac, 
out of a defire to profit che hearer, and cure the criminal, though ir 
be in the whole kinde of it honeft and well meant; yet that itis im- 
prudent, | 


om eee a eee | 


| Teritamentum Veneris languentis @& acris 

C Divstis urtsca: : 
‘and not wholly to be. excufed by the faire meaning, will {oon be | 
granted by all who know what danger and infeétion it leaves upon 

the fancy, even by thofe words by which the {pirit is infiruéted, 44 

hac fcabse tenemus ungues, it is not good to come neer the leprofie, | 
though to cleanfe the Lepers skin, | | 

Bur the word which the Apoftle ufes [came 35 ASy@_] means more 

then this, sawegy 3 70 ox One dy H, PaLAOY, AAG TS WAARIY, {aid 
Eupolis, and {o it fignifies mufty, rorten, and outworn with age ; oa-' 
megs éspnync, rulty (oti {fo Arsftophaues : and according to this ac- 

D . ception of the word, we are forbidden to ufc all Jangnage that is in 
any fenfe corrupted, unreafonable, or ufeleds; language proceeding 

| from our old iniquity, evil habits, or unworthy cuftomes, called in 

the ftyle of Scripture the remasns of the oldman, and by the Greeks, 
doting or talking fondly;. 1) nadagsov ti, 4, goovi's apyaixd » the 

boy talks like an old dotard, 2. & ampdg fignifies wicked, filthy, 

of reproachful, ¢z7e9v, eicyedv, ex2Seploy, any thing that is in- 

its Own nature criminal and difgraceful, any language that mipi- 
{ters to mifchief, But it is worfe then all this: cawegs be panigpcs, 

it isa deletery, an extin¢tion of all good, for epangquas is espe, 

|B pSetpay Auealvouas, xalarves, it isa deftrnCion, av intire coprupri- 
E of all Mortality ; and to this fenfe is thar of 4¢enander quored 


by Saint Paul, pSeipsai An ypnsd, suirlas xaugl, Eyill pords 
corrupt. good manners, And therefore under this word is ¢om- 
prifed i the evill. of the rongue, that wicked inftrument .of 
the unclean Spirit, in the ae of all the appelfatives,- 1, Hete 
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Sar ae = ee 
Sa. XXII. is forbidden the ufeleffe,vain, and trifling converfation, the BeerZe-| A 
| ~~ |G8A, the god of Flies, fo is the Devils name, he rules by thefc litele 


things, by trifles and vanitie, by idle and ufeleffe words, by the en- 
tercourles of a vain converfation, 2, The Devil is Aid6orG, an 
Accufer of the Brethren, and the calumniating, flandering, under- 


-j valuing, detracting tongue does his work, that’s AS~Q@ aisyegs, 


the fecond that | named, for dioyedgans is And oe se, uicG, lo He- 
fychius  icis lander, hatred, andcalumny. 3. But the third is ’A- 
gwoaaAvas, the Devils worft appellative, thé Deftroyer, the diffolute, 


‘| wanton, tempting, deftroying converfation 5 and its worft inftance 


Lib,3.09.44- 


of all is flattety, that malicious coufening Devil, that ftrengthens 
our friend in fin, and ruines him from whom we have received,and 
from whom we expect good, Of thefe in order, and firft of the 
trifling,vain,ufeleffe,and impertinent converfation, cameos ASy@, 
let no Vain communtcation proceed out of your mouth, | 

1, The firft part of this inordination is multiloqutum, talking too 
much; concerning which, becaufe there isno rule or juft meature 
for the quantity, and it is as lawfull, and fometimes as prudent to 
tell a long ftory-as a fhort, and two as well as one, and fometimes 
ten as well as two; all fuch difcourfes are to take their eftimate by 
the matter and the end, and can onely be altered by their circum- 
ftanccs and 7 ana era {peaking is fometimes neceflary,fome- 
times ufefull, 
though it be tedious and imprudene, yet it is not alwayes ctiminall, 
Such was the humour of the Gentleman AZartzal {peaks of, he was a 
good man, and full of {weetnefle and juftice and nobleneffe, but he 
would read his non-fenfe verfes to all companies at the publick games 
and in private feafts, in the baths, and on the beds, in publick and in 
private, to fleeping and waking people. 


Vis quantam mals facias videre 2 
Var juftus, probus, tnnocens timerts, 


Every one was afraid of him, and though he was good, yet he was 
not to be endured: The evil of this is very confiderable in the ac- 
counts of prudence, and the effects and plaifance of converfation : 
and the Ancients defcribed its evil well by a proverbiall expreffion; 


for when a fudden filence arofe, they faid that (Mercury was entred, 


meaning, that he being their loguax numen, their pratsng god, yet 


fometimes pleafant; and when it is none of all this, 


D 


| 


that quitted him nor, but all men ftood upon their guard, and called — 


for aid and y ery when they were feifed upon fo tedious an im- 
srtinence, And indeed there are fome perfons fo full of nothings. 
that like the ftrait lea of Portas they perpetually — fhetlstves ip 


to be their Propontis; {uch a one as was Anaximenes,A lEcav wdlapds, 


v3 § garaysees, He was an Ocean of words,but a drop of es 


theit mouth, making every company or fingle perton they faften on, 
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|A__ And if thete were no more in this then the mattet of prudence, and Ss. XXII. 
| the pro r meafures of civil converfation, it would yer high! y con-! 

| 
| 
) 


| 


cern old men, and young men and women to feparate from their per-; 
) fons the reproach of their {ex and age,that modefty of fpeech be the Sxpellea jus 
| Ornament of the youthfull,and a relerved difcourfe be the teftimony $474!t4+.Co- 
"of the old mans prudence, Adolefcens from Ad orex as laid one:a young | bre ingenium 
| man ts 4 talker for want of wit,and an old man for want of memory; PrelvvinmAc- 
| for while he remembers the things of his youth, and not how often Gromeda. Sole 
‘he hath told them in his old age, he growes in love with the trifles laberanti po- 
'of his youthfull dayes, and thinks the company muft do fo too; i Jmcunert 
B but he canonizes his folly, and by ftriving to bring reputation to 
| his firft dayes, he lofes the honour of his laft. But this thing is confi-| ° 
derable to further iffues ; for though no mancan fay, that much 
{peaking is afin, yet the Scripture fayes, I+ multiloquso peccatum 
70n deerst, Sin goes along with it, and is an ingredient in the whole 
.compofition. . For it is impoffible but a long and frequent difcourfe 
;muft be ferved with many paffions, and | are not alwayes inno- 
cent; for he that loves to talk much, mutt vem corradere, {crape 
matcrials together. to furnifh out the fcenes and long orations; 
and fome talk themfelves into-anger, and fome furnifh out their 
C | dialogues with the lives of others ; either they detra&, or cenfure; 
or they flatter themfelves, and tell their own ftories with friendly 
circumftances, and pride creeps up the fides of the difcourfe ; and 
the man entertains fis friend with his own Panegyrick; or the 
difcourfe looks one way and rowes another, and more mindes the} 
defigne then its own truth ; and moft commonly will be fo ordered| 
thar it fhall pleafe the company,(and that truth or honeft plainneffe 
feldome does ) or there is a byaffe init, which the more of weight} 
and tranfportation it hath, the leffe ic hath of ingenuity. Non credo) 
Auguribus qui aureis retaus drvinant, like Sooth-fayers, men {peak 
‘fine words to ferve ends,and then they are not beleeved,or at laitare 
| found lyars, and {uch difcourfes are built up to ferve the minifteries 
(Or, pleafures of the company, but nothing elfe, Pride and flattery, 
malice and fprte, felf-love and vanity, thele ulually wait upon much 
{peaking ; and the reward of it is, that the perfons os contempti- | 
Ible and troublefoime; they engage in quarrels, and are troubled to 


| ' antwer exceptions ; {ome will miftake them, and fome will not be- 
leeve them,and it will be impoffible that the minde fhould be perpe- 
; | tually prefent to a perpetual talker,but they will forget truth and them- 
felves, and their own relations, And upon this account it is; that the 
'E | Do&ors of the Primitive Church do fiterall expound thofe mina-} 
tory words of our bleffed Saviour.; Versly I [ay unto you, of every sdle | Matt.12.36, 
. word that men {ball freak, they {ball geve account at the day of Judgement. 
| And by sdle words, they under ftand, fuch as are not ufefull to edifi- | + 
cation and inftruétion, So St. Bafl So ier 15 the danger of -an tdle tn Reg-brevior 
word, that though a word Le in its onin kinde goid, yet-urdeffe it Le | 7 
anne Sees - oy -. direRed\, woe |. 
/ 
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SEXXIL. | divefted to the eds ficatson of” faith, he 1s not free from danger that Jpeaks 
‘Lib, Moral. | #0; To this purpofe are the wards of St. Gregory; whsle the tongue t 
, aot veftrained from idle words, ad temeritatem ftulre increpationis | - 


effcratur, it # matte wilde, or may be brought forth to rafbueffe and folly: 
| And therein ties the fecret of the reproof: 4 persculo ister non eft, 
| @ ad temeritatem Gferatur, the manis not free from danger, and he 
| may grow rafh, and fool:fl, and ron into crimes, whileft he gives 
| his ‘Tongue che reins, and tets it wander, and fo it may be fit to bee 
| teproved, though im its nature itwere innocent. I deny not, but 

c.17.ubi fap. | formetimes they are more fevere, St. Gregory calls every word vain 
| of rdle, quod aut’ ratione fufe neceffitatis, aut intentione pie utilita- 
fis caret: and St, Hrerom calls it vain, quod fine utilitate & loquen-| 

* in Pfarg, [te aicitar < audsentis, which profits neither the fpeaker nor the 

—* capt. hearer. The fame is affirmed by St. Cbryfoftom * and G regory Nyffen* 

on Ecclefiaftes, and the fame feems mrimatedin the word xevdy 
fixaor frye dpydy, asicisinfome copiess every word that is sdle,or 
empty of bufineffe. But for the ftating the cafe of Confcience, I 
have thefe things to fay. : 

I, 1. That the words of our bleffed Saviour being {poken to the 
Jews, wete' fo certainly intended as they beft and moft commonly 
underftood, and by (vain ) they underftood falfe or lying, not afelds 
Or imprudent ; and yet fo though our bleffed Saviour ‘hath not fo 
feverely forbidden every empty, unfignificant difcourfe, yet he hath 
forbidden every lie, though it bes genere bonoram,as St. Bafil’s ex- 
preffion is ; that is, chough it be in the intention charitable,or in the 
matter innocent. } 

2. | 2, Of every idle word we [ball give accowat,but yet fo,that fometimes 
the xp7j22,the judgement fhall tall upon the words,not upon the per- 
fons,they be hay and ftubble,ufelefs and impertinene,light and eafie, 
the fire fhail confume them, and himielf fhall efcape with that 
loffe ; he fhall then have no honour,no fair return for Fach difcour- 
fes,but they fhall with loffe and prejudice be rejected and caft away. 

3. | 3. fall unprofiable difcourfes be reckoned for idle words and 
put upon the account, yet even the capacities of profit are fo large 
and numerous, that no man hath caufe to complain that his tongue 
is too much reftrained by this feverity. For in all the wayes in| 
which he can do himtelf good,or his neighbour, he hath his liberty;, 
he is onely to fecure the words fromm being direétly criminall, and 
himfelf from being arrefted with a paffion, and then he may reckon 
it lawfull even upon the fevereft account ro difcourfe freely, while 
he can inftrua, or while he can pleafe his neighbour ; : 


? cap,12.Mat | 


Aut prodeffe folent, aut delettare+——— 


+) while himfelfe gets a fair opinion and a good name, apt toferve 
honeft & fair purpofes; hé may difcourfe himfelf into a friendfhip, 
ae ee Lo : Or 
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A ‘orhelptopreferve it; he may ferve the: works of art or nature,of Srp. XXII 


© and general! purpofe. Concerning which he may by thefe meafures| 
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fbubneile publick or private, the needs of his houfe, or the ules of 
_mapkinde,, he may increafe learning, or confirm his notices, caft in 
; big fymbol of experience and obfervation, till the particulars ma 
| become a proverbiall fentence and a rule; he may ferve the ends 
of civility and popular addreffes, or may inftrué his brother or 
| himfelfe,. by: fomething which at that time fhall not be reduc'd og 
L@ precept by way of : meditation, but is of it elfe apt at anothet 
| time, to do it ;- he may Ipeak the praifes of the Lord by difcour- 
fing: of any of she works of:creation, and himfelfe or his brother 
-May afterwards remember it to that purpofe ; he may counfell or 
‘teach, reproye:or.admonifh, call to minde a precept; or difgrace a 
‘ice, reprove it by a:parable or aftory, by way of Jdeaot Witty re- 
-Prefentment ; and be chat ¢an finde talke beyond all this, difcour{e 
-that cannot become infefull in any one of thefe purpofes, may well 
. be-called.a:prating many: and expect to give account of his folly in 
sthe dayes of recompenfe, oe, ny , | 
[-: 4. i Although in this, latitude a mans difcourfes may be free and 
fafe from ijudgement; yetithe man is nos, unleffe himfelf defione jt 
-20 good and wife purpofes, nor alwayes eGually, but by an habitual 


bef cake his accounts, ooe1 


on ( 
is 


| 1, That-hebefure to. {peak nathing that may minifter to a vice; 
willingly and by obfervation: | 
1% Lf any thing be of:.a fufpicious a 
Cline topublifhat., 2 
3. ‘That by a. prudent motall care he watch over his words, that 
he do none of this injury and unworthineffe, ae 
4. That he offer upto God in his prayers all his words,and then 
look to it, thache {peak nothing unwerchy to be offered. 
|. 5+ That he often intetweave difcourfes of Religion; ahd glori- 
| fications of God, inftructions to his brother, and ejaculations of 
his own, foiniething or other not only to fanGifie the order of his 
difcourfes,. burto.call him back into retirement and {ober thoughts; 
left he wander and be, carried off coo fax into the wilde tegions.of 
-im pertinence 3 and this: Zenocalls yAsacay cfg viv umobpéZai,to dip 
-Our tongues. in underftanding. In all other cafes the rule is good, 
cH Adye tl ovyng-xpeitioy, W anyhy éx® either keep filence, or ipeak 
fomething that és better then it 5 Novyny xalesoy, Ad yor SpLAeos, 
| 40 dfocrates.confonantly enough to this Evangelical! precept ; 4 fea- 
fonable filence; or'a profitable difcourfe, choole you whether ; for 
| whatloever cometh of more is fin, or elfe is folly at hand, and will 
| be fin at diftance: .Laftly, > ry eee a ee 
_~ §+ . Fhis account is not tobe taken by little traverfes and in- 
tercoutles of {ptech; but by greatet mealures, and more difcer- 
nible pottions; {uch as are -commenfurate to valuable portions of 
aS ot ; _:CsékImtgg 


ae 


od dubious nature, that he de- 
/ 
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{Sen XXII time; for however we are pleafed to throw away our time, and| A 


‘| Serm.de tri- 
plici cuftodia. 


Exrip, 


are weary of many parts.of it, yet are impatiently troubled when 
all is gone, yet we areas {ure to account for every coniidersble 
tion of our time, as for every fumme of money we receive; 
and ia this it-was, that Saint Baned gave caution, Neavo pares 
aftimet tempas quod in vevbis confamiter stiofs, Let no man think 
it a iighe matrer’that he fpend his precious time in idle words, 
letzo man be fo weary of what flies away too faft, and cannot be 
recalled, as to ufe arts and devices co paffe the time away in 
vanity, which might be rarely {pent in the interefts of evernity. 
Time is given us to repent into appease the Divine anger, to pit-| p 
pare for and haften to the fociety of Angels, to ftir up our flack | ° 


ged wills, and enkimdie our cold devotions, to weep for our daily 


| iniquities, and to fighafter, and work for the reftitution of our lof 
inheritance ; andthe zeward is very mconfiderable that exchanges 
all this for che pleafare of a volpble.congue : and indetd this 5 an 
evil that cannot be avoyded by any exawe that can be made for 
words that are in any feafe idle, though ia ali fenfles of -cheir 
own nature and proper relations they be-isnocent, They are’ a 
throwing away fomeching of that which is co be expended for erer- 
nity, and put on degrees of folly, according as they are tedious | C 
and expenfive of time to no good purpofes, * I fhail not after all 
this needto reckon more of the evil confequent to the vain and 
great talker ; but if thefe already reckoned were not a heap big 

{ could eafily adde this great evil; chat the valking man 
makes himfelfe artificially deafe, being like a man in the fteeple 
eerie the bells ring;. you talk to a deat man, though you fpeak 
wifely ; Santee ae. oe 


"Oux dy Suvalpens Macey Svle-wyswreat : _ 
Sopss éxarviray ded pA capa Abyss. eC D 
Good counfell is loR uponhim,and he hath ferv'd all his ends when | 
out whatfoever the took in; for he therefore loaded his | 
vefiel that he might pour k forth invothe fea, | 
Thefe aad many ape evils, and the perpetual! unavoydable 


—- of —_= much talking, hath given great advanta- | 
gesto filence, and made it a bee eftce pag ie Difcpline | 
and great Religion. © St. Romsaldss upon the Syrtax moumaine 
feverely kept a feven years Gilence: and Thomas .Canteprateniis 
tells of a religious perfon in a Monaftery in Srabaat, that {pake B 
not One wordim 16 years. But they are greater examples which 
Palladius tells of, Ammona, who liv'd with 3000 Brethren in fo — 
got filence, as if he were an Avachoret , but Theons was filent 
| 30 years together, and. folunnes furnamed. Stlentiarias was 
filent for 47 years, --But-this:mverofity and fullenneffe is fo a 
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‘The pood and evil Tongue. 
A from being imitable and laudable, that if there were no diteét pie- 
! varication of any commands expreffed or intimated in Scripture; 
yet ic muft certainly either draw with it, or be it felf an infinire 
omiffion of duty, efpecially in the externall glorifications of God; 
in the inftitution or advantages of others, in thank{giving and pub- 
lick offices, and in all the effets and emanations of {pirituall mer- 
cy. This-was to make amends for committing many fins by omit- 
ting many duties, and in {tead of digging out the offending eye; 
to pluck out both, that they might neithet fee the {candall not the 
duty; for fear of feeing what they fhould not, to fhut their eyes 
B | againft all light. It was more prudent which was ses of Sr 
Gregory Naztanzen, who made Silence an act of Difcipline, and 
kept ita whole Lent in his religious retirementsy cujus fait met fi 
| caefam queris (faid he in his account he gives of it) sdttreo a [er- 
| mone prorfus abftinui; at fermonibus mieis moderari difcam ; 1 ther 
_abftained wholly; that all the yeer after [ might'be more temipc-| 
_xate in my talk. This was in him an a@ of caution, but how apt it 
‘was to minifter to his purpofe of a moderated {peech for the fu- 
ture, is not certain.; nor the Philofophy of 1t, and naturall efficacy 
eafie to be apprehended. Ie was alfo practifed by way of penance; 
| C | with indignation againft the follies of the Tongue; and the itch of 
| prating, fo to chaftife that petulant member, as if there were a 
great pleafure in prating, which when # grew inordinate, it wasto 
be reitrained and punifhed like other lufts. 1 remetnbet it was 
reported of St. Paul the Hermit, Scholar of St. efnthory, that ha- 
ving once asked whether Chrift or the old Prophets were fitit, he 
grew fo afhamed of his foolifh Queftion, that he {pake not a word 
tor 3. years following: And Su/pstsas; as St. Hierom teports ofhim;| » 
being deceived by the Pelagians, {poke {ome fond things, and re 
| penting of it, heldhis tongue till his dying day, wt peccatum quod 
D loguendo contraxerat tacendo penites emendaret. Though the pious 
| minde is in fuch ations highly to be regarded, yet } artino way 
| perfwaded of the prudence of fuch a deadnefle and Lidstinarinn 


| Religion 5 


. CMurmuracum (ecm oe rabiof: a flentia rodunt; 


fo fuch importune filence was called, and underftood to be a de- 
gree of ftupidity and ees ee for fo Phyf{icians among the fignes 
of that difeafe in dogs; place theit not barking $ and yet, al- 
E ‘though the exteffe and unreafonableneffe of this thay bt welt! cha- 
ftifed by fuch 4 fevere reproofe, yet it iS cettaine; in filence 
there 1s wi{dome, atid there may be deep religzon. So eHreteus de- 
{cribing the life of a ftudious man; among othets, he infefts this, 
they are 2yeGoty #, ev vederils yneeAloary, om eyvoing xwpol, without 
| colour, pale and wife, when they are young; and by reafon of theif 


a. , ee ___ knowledge;t . | | 
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knowledge, jilent as Mutes, and dumb as the Sertphian frogs, And 


indeed it ts certain, great knowledge, if it be without vanity, is the 
moft fevere bridle ot the Tongue. For fo have | heard thar all the 
noyfes and prating of the pool, the croaking of frogs and toads is 
hufhed and appeated upon the inftant of bringing upon them the 
light of a candle or torch, Every beam of reafon and ray of know- 
ledge checks the diffolutions of the Tongue, But, ut qus/q; contem- 
ptifsimus @ maxime ludstrio eff, tte f slatifsima lsnoue eft, Laid Senecay 
Evcry man as he is a fool and contemptible, fo his tongue is hang- 
ed loole, being like a bell, in which there is nothing but tongue and 
noife. | . 

Silence therefore is the cover of folly, or the effe& of wifdome ; 
itisalfo religiow, andthe greateft myftick rites of any inftitution 
are ever the moft folemz and the moft filent ; the words in ufe are 
almott ‘made Synonymas; There was filence made tn beaven for a 
while, {aid St. Jobz, who noted it upon occafion of a great folem- 
nity, and myftcrious worfhippings or revelations to be made there. 
H uaa ris Sev fvdcy, one of the gods is within, faid Telemachus, 
upon occation of which his Father reproved his talking. 


Siya x, 17 ov vory Leave, Loed” éplerve ° 
Adrn To dinn iss Jewry, 8s" OAuemoy ey eat, 


Be thou alfo filent and fay little, let thy foul be in thy hand, and un- 
der command, for this is the rite.of the gods above. And.J remem- 
ber that when .Ariftophanes defcribes the Religion in the Temple of 
cL [culapius,§ megnoAG gine 1 Tig aiDnras hoes oryay, The Prieft 


fo among the Romanes, 


Ite 1gitur puert, linguss antmifq; faventes, 
Serteque delubvis & farra smponste cultris, 


But now por filence is become religious, and is wife and 
reverend, and fevere, and fafe, and quiet, 2G, 4 @au7@, x, 
dywduvG@, as Hippocrates affirms of it, without thir amd trouble, 


juft, not commenced upon chance or humour, not fullen and ill- 
natur’d, not proud and full of fancy, not pertinacious and dead, 
not mad and uncharitable, am fic ettam tacus{[e nocet. He that is fi- 
lent ina publick joy hath no portion in the feftivity, or no thank- 


in the world, a prating Religion, and much talk in holy things 
does moft profane the myfterioufneffe of it, and difmantles its 
regards, and makes cheap it reverence, and. takes off fear and 
awfulneffe, and makes it loofe and garith. like th — of 


e la 
drunkennefle, 


commanded great filence when the myfterioulneffe was nigh ; and | _ 


and anguifh; yetic muft be xafes@, it muft be feafonable, and | 


E 
fulneffe to him that gave the caufe of it, And though of all things 
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.A drunkenneffe, yet even in Religion there are {eafons to {peak ; and it’ Ss,.XXIL 
- , was fomctimes para and. grief to Davidtobe filent ;. Bucyct, al- 
‘though tedious and dead filence hath nota juft meafure of praile 
‘and wifdome ; yet the worft filence ofa religious petfon is more 
| tolerable and innocent, then the ufual pratings of the loofer and 
foolifh men, Poze Domine cuftediam uri meo @ oftium circumftantie 
'labiis mew, {aid David, Put a guard O Lord unto my mouth, and a 
| dore unto my lips; upon which St, Gregory {aid well, Nox parietem, 
fed ofsum petst, quod viz, aperttur & clauditar ; be did net ask for a wall, 
but for a dove; « dore that might open and {bat : and it were wellit 
B_ were foindeed, Labia tus fcut Uitte coccinea, So Chrift commends 
his Spoufe in the Casticles 5 Thy lips are like a [carlet hatr-lace, that is 
ued up with modefty from folly and diffolution. For however 
that few people offend in filence and om: the door shut too 
much, yet in opening it toohaftily> and {pcaking too much and 
too foolifhly, no man is without a load of guiltinefs, andfome 
‘mouths like the gates of death | 


Nofies atque dies patent 


C ate open night and day, and he who is{o cannot be innocent ; It is 
| {aid of Cscero, he never {pake a word which himfelf would fain have 
recalled, he {pake nothing that repented him. St. Auftiz in his 7, 
| Ep. to Afarcellinus fayes, it was the laying ofa fool and a fot, not of 
a wife man, and yet Ihave read the fame thing to have been {poken r 
jby the famous 4d¢at-Pambo in the Primitive Church; and if it 
could be well faid ofthis man who was {paring and fevere iri talke, 
it is certain it could not be faidof the other, who was a talking 
bragging perfon. : 
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SERMON XXIII 
Part II. | 


and generall-exceffe in {peaking without defcending to par- 

ticular cafes: but becaule it is a principle and parent of 

much evil, -it is with great caution to becured, and the evil confe- 
quents will peep isband, But when we draw neer to give 
nde that upona talking perfon {carce any medi- 


. T He confideration hitherto hath been of the immoderation 


cine will ftick. — oop _ ; 
1, Plutarch advifes that fuch men fbould give themfelves to writing, 


that making an iffue in the arme, it {hould drain the flouds of the 
head ; fuppofing that if the humour were any way vented, the. 


tongue might be brought to reafon. Butthe experience of the world 


| hath confuced this; and when Ligurinw had writ a Poem, he talked 


ofit to all companies he came in; But however, it can be no hurt 
to try, for fomie’ have been cured of bleeding at the nofe,; by ope- 
tring a vein in the arm. hes oe es fe 
- > Some advile, that fuch perfons-fhould keep company with 


their betters, with grave, and wile, and great perfons, before whom | 


(courfe; and this is apt to give affiftance by the help of moaefty; and 
might do well if men were not apt to learn to talk more in the fo- 


ciety of theaged, and out of a defire to {cem wife and knowing, be, 
Japt to {peak before theiroppormnity, ~~ 


- 


| 3, Confideration of the dangers and confequent evils hath fome 
| efficacy in nature to reftrain our loofer talkings, by the help of fear 
and prudent apprehenfions. AZ lian tels of the geele 


men do not ufually bring forth all, but the better parts of their di- | 


i 


flying over the | 


untain Taurus, @owep eCardvlec opia) sSuuoy Siamerovrat, that 


mouths, till they be paft their — cate of our felves, defire 
of reputation, appetites of being be ieved, love of focieties and fair 
compliances, fear of quarrels and mifinterpretation, of lawfuits 
end affronts,of {corne and contempt,ot infinite fins, and confequent- 


| of prudent and temperate {peech. | 
| 4+ Some advife that {uch perfons fhould change their {fpeech 
: ee | . nae into 


ee ee ee em «= ww re ee eee - 


fi fear of Eagles nature hath taight them to carry {tones in their 


ly the intolerable wrath of God, thefe are the great endearments | 


~ Fhe goad and evill Fongue. 


pot the cure alone, undefsiwe adde. folisarsne/s , fos the experi- 
ence of this laf age bath made usta feel, that companies of work- 
ng people bave nurs’d up a firange Religion ; the firft, fecond, and 
‘third part of which is takereg .and folly, taye only. that wi{chief, and 
pride, and fairs came in the reine, Buc he that works and works 
alone; be hathimployment, and no opportunity. But this is burs 


semain yet. Therefare, 


noeta God thd facrepce of foetes ; and the talking much ofthe things 
ef Scripture hath muniftred often to vanity, and divifions, But 
therefore who ever will ufe this semedy mult never dwell long up- 
on any one doftance, but by variety of holy duties entertain himfelf; 
fos he may eafily exceed his rule in any, ay but in Speaking ho- 
norably of Gad, and in that let him enlarge himfelfe’ as he can ; 
he oo never come to equall, much lefs to exceed that which is 
infinite. 

é. But fome mien will never be cured without a Casher ora 
S¢utafie; and {uch pertons are taught by all men what to doe, far if 
they would avoid all company, as willingly as company avoids 
them, they might quickly have 4 filence great as midnight,and pru- 
"| dent as the Spartan brevity. Bus Gods grace is fufficient to all that | 
will make ule of it;and there is no way for the cute’ of this evil,bus | 
the direct obeying of a counfel, and fubmitting to the precept; and 
‘fearing the divine thicaming ; alwayes semembring, that of every 
werd 6 man (peaks, be fhall give accouns at the day of Judament: } ay 
(sod {hew us all a mercy inthat day, and torgive us the fins of the 
Tongue, «Amen. 7 a 

Csta lvtem collagst amust exundaus, {aid St. Ambrofe, Let yout 
language be refttained within ics proper channels and moealures, 
for if the river {wels over the banks, it leaves nothing bur dice 
and filthinefle behinde ; and befides the great evils and milchiefs 
of @ wicked tongue, the vain tongue, and the trafling converfg- 
ion hathfomte proper evils; 1. Stultclogaium, or {peaking hike a 
fool: 2. Scurrthitas, or immodcrate and abfurd jefting: 3.° “And 
vevealeng fecrets: e ) 

C2 


~ 


1, Concer- 


cure of she fymptome and temporary effet ; but the difeafe may | 
5. Some advite that. the bnfinefs and imployment of the | 
‘itch of talking, let it be m masters of Religion, in prayers and pi- : 
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| intobufinels and attion: and it were welbif they chang’dit into: Ss ¥XTIL 
| | any good thing, for then the evil were cured 3 bur aftion anddufinds | 
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of {pirituall life mean not, the talk and ufeleffe battle of weak and 
ignorant perions ; becaufe in their prportion they may ferve their 
litle miftaken ends of cevzléty and humanity, as {eemingly to them, 
as the itricteft and moft obferved words of the wifer ; if it be their 
beft, their folly may be pitied, but not reproved, and to them there 
is no caution to be added, but that it were-well if they would put 
the bridle into the hands of another, who may give them check 
when themfelves cannot; and no wifdom can be required or ufe- 
full to them, but.to fufpe& themfelves and choofe to be condu@ted 
by another. For fothe little birds and laborious Bees, who ha- 
ving no art and power of contrivance, no diftinétion of time, or 
forefight of new neceflities, yet being guided by the hand, and 
counel’d by the wifdome of the fupreme power, their Lord, and 
ours, do things with greater nicenefle and exaétneffe of art, and 
regularity of time, and certainty of effeét, then the wife Coun- 
fellour, who ftanding at the back of the Princes chair, gueffes 
imperfectly, and counfels timoroufly, and thinks by intereft, and 
determines extrinfecall events by inward and unconterning princi- 
ples; becaufe thefe have.underftanding, but it is leffe then the 
infinity of accidents and. contingences without; bur the other 
having none, are wholly guided by him that knows and determines 
all things: So it is inthe imperfe& defignes and ations and dif- 
courfes of weaker people ; if they can be rul’d by an underftan- 
ding without, when they have none within, they fhall receive this 


advantage, that their own paifions fhall not cran{port their mindes, 


and the divifions and weakneffe of their own fenfe and notices fhall 
not make them uncertain, and indeterminate ; and the meafures 
they fhall walk by, fhall be difintereftandeven, and difpaffionate, 


and full of obfervation. 


_ Bue that which is here meant by Stultsloguy, or foolith {peak- 
ing, is the Lubricumverbs, as Saint eAmbrofe calls it, the fli ping 
with the tongue, which prating people often fuffer, whofe dif: 
courfes betray the vanity of their fpirit, and difcover the hidden 
man of the heart, Forno prudence is a fufhicient guard, or can al- 
wayes ftand 2 excabiis {till watching, when a man is in perpe- 
tuall floods of talk; for prudence attends after the manner of 
an Angels miniftery; it is difpatched on meflages from God, 
and drives away enemies, and places guards, and calls upon the 
man to awake, and bids him fend out {pies and obfervers, and 
then goes about his own minifteries above; but an Angel does 
not fitby a man, as a nurfe by the babies cradle, watching every 
‘Motion and the lighting of a flie upon the childestip: and fo is: 
prudence ; it gives us rules, and proportions out our meafures, 
and prefcribes us cautions, and by generall influences orders our 
_ | ' + particu- 


1, Concerning Stultiloquy, it is too be obferved, that the Mafters| A 
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‘(A particulats 5 bir he chat is givento talk ‘cannot be fecuted by a Se. XX: 
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Alay but indeed is pwegAcyie, what they called facetioutneslé 
land pleafant wit, is indeed to all ta se ee aimeer Styltgle- 


aT OD 


or souetes{uefes one explicates the other, for by cevetou/, nefe 


a long aid running talk, thene Lutenift can deliberare and make 
“every motion of his hand by the divifion of ‘his notes, to be chofen 
and diftinaly volintary: And hence i comes,that at evcty cornet 
; Of the mouth a folly peeps out, ora mufchief creepsin. A litle 
| pride and a great deal of vanity will foon é{cape, while the man 

snindes the fequell ef his talk, and not that ugiinefle of humout 
which the fevere man that ftood by, did obferve, and was afhatned 

of. Do not many men talke themfelves into anger, skrewing up 
themfelves with dialogues and fancy; till they forges she company 
end themfelves 2 and {ome mien hate to be conttadiéted, of inter- 

rupted; ot co be difcovered in their folly ; and ome men being a 

linle conicious, andnot Itriving to amend it by filence; they make 
it worfe by dilcourfe; a 1@ng {tory of themfelves, a tedious ptaife 

of another collacerally co do themfelves advdntage, @declamation 
again a fin to undo the perfon, or opprefle the reputation of their 
neighbour, unfeafonable repetition of thac which neixher profits 
‘nor delights, trifling contentions about a goats beard, of thé blood 
|'C of an Oyfter, anger andanimofity, {pite dnd tage, {corn and fe- 
_ | proach begun upon Queftidns;which concern neither of the litigants, 
fierce difputations, ftrivings fot what git p for what fhall 

never be, thefe are the events of the loole } 

which ate like flies and gnats upon the margent of & pool, they do 
not fting like an Afpic, or bite deep as a Beat, yet they can vex 4 
— into : dea aud impatience, and make him uncapable of tcf 
| and counted, 


le fo joyns with the fotmer jiwmegacyia; | fools{b fpeaking, 

D a jeflings bch are not convenient | that fome think this to be 
.explicative of the othet, and thar St, Pasi ufing the word éurpa- 
iweAie (which all men befote his time ufed in a good fenfe ) 

| Means not that which indeed iswitty and innocent, pleafant dnd apt 
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3, The fecond is Scerrslity, or foolish jefttn s This the A- 


for infticution, but that which fools dnd Parajted call évrpamg: 


quy, ortatking like 2 fool; and that kinde of jefing is forbidden. 
And indeed | ant induc’d fully to this whderftanding of Saint 
Pauls words by the conjunctive particle [2] which he tes; 
% aitvedrng x uaegacyia, 2% slegmearla, and filshingfe and 
[ fi: talking 4 of jefteng] jut as in the fucceeding Verle he 
joyites axaSapola A aAccveZl2, sancleanneffe (fo wee tedd it) 


is meant any. defraudation wAcevexlng; audator, 10 St, C ‘yprian 
fendet’s iti and wAcovexvus Pw Hicrom derives ftom sAkes Pye, 
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Sr, XXIHI. to take more then a man fhould ; and therefore when St, Pasl faid,| A 


Lib, de Offic, 


‘Let no man circumvent bis brother tn any matter, he expounds it of 
adultery; and in this very place he renders wAcoveZ say, ftuprum, luff; 
and indeed it is ufuall in Scripture, that Covetoufneffe being fo 
univerfall; fo originall a crime, fucha prolifick fin, be calted by all 
the names of thofe fins by which it is either punifhed, or to which 
ittempts, or whereby it is nourifhed; and ashere it is called un- 
cleannef[e, or corruption ; {o in another place it is called sdolatry. 
‘But to returne ; This seffzxg which St. Paul -reproves, is a dire@ 
we groyla, or the jefleng of Mimics and Players, that.of the fool 
in the play, which in thofe times, and long before, and long after, 
were of that licentioufneffe,that they would abufe Socrates or Ari(ts- 
des: and-becaufe the rabble were the /aughers, they knew how to 
make them ‘roar aloud with a flovenly and wanton word, when 


{wer, or reply ; as is to-be feen in the fhtertextures of e4riftopbanes 
‘Comedies, . But in purfuance of this of St. Paul, the Fathers of the 
Church have been very fevere in their cenfures of this liberty. St. 
Ambrofe forbids all..' Non folum profufos, (ed etiam omnes jocos de- 
clinandos arbstror ; Notonely the loofer jeftings, but even all are 


men ab Ecclefia horrent regula, the Church allowes them not, though 


| they be otherwife boneft and pleafant 5 for bow can we -ufe thofe things wee 


finde not in holy Scriptures > Saint Bafl gives reafon for this fe- 


-|verity 5 Focus facet antmam remiffam © erga pracepta Det negli- 


entems and indecd that cannot be denied; thofe perfons whofe 
foules are difperfed and ungathered by, reafon of a wanton hu- 
mour of intemperate jefting, are apt to be trifling in -their Re- 
ligion, Saint Hzerom is of the fame opinion, and addes a com- 
mandement of a full authority, if at leaft the record was right ; 


they underftood not the falt and sngenuzty of a witty and ufefull an- 


to be avoyded: Nay, lscet snterdum joca honefia & fuavia fint, ta- 


B 


for he quotes a faying of our dlefed Saviour out of the Gofpel} p 


of the Nazarens, Nunquam late fitis nif cum fratrem veflrum 3x 


| charitate viderstss ; Never Le merry but when you fee your brother 


ia charity: and when you are merry, Saint James hath appoin- 
ted a proper expreflion of it, and a fair entertainment to the paf- 
fion; Jf any man be merry, let him fing P{almes, But Saint Ber- 


-- tnard, who is alfo ftri@ in this particular, yet he addes the tem- 


Vide S. Chry- 
foftern.bomil.6, 
in Math. 


per. Though jefting be not fit fora Chriftian, Ixterdum -tamen fi 
tnctdant, ferende fortaffss, referende nunquam: magis intervenien- 
dum caute @ pradenter nugacstatt : If they feldome happen, they are to 


be borne, but never to be returned and made a bufineffe of , but we-muft |B 


aged Mee warily and pradently to hinder the growth and progreffe of 
the trifle. : | , 

But sine any this cafe of confcience, we are to remember, 
thefe holy perfons found jefting tobe a trade ; fuch were the ridicu- 
larie among the Romanes, and the yeAwrorool among the Greeks; 

| and 
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A and this trade, befides its own unworthinefle; was mingled with] Ss, XXIII 
infinite impieties ; and in the infticution, and in all the circum- 
ftances of its practife, was not onely againft all prudent feverity, 
bur againft modeity and chaftiry, and was a licence in dilparage- 
ment of vertue ; and the moft excellent things and perfons were by 
it undervalued ; that in this throng of evil crcum{tances finding a 
humour placed, which without infinite warineffe could never pre- 
tend to innocence, it isno wonder they forbad all ; and fo alfo did 
Saint Paul upon the fame account, , And in the fame ftate of re- 
proof to this day, are all that do as they did; fuchas are profe/fed 

Bl jefters, people that play the fool for money, whofe employment 

| and ftudy is to unclothe themfelves of the covers of reafon, or mo- 
defty, that they may be laugh’d at. And let it be confidered, how 
miferable every finner is, it he does not deeply and truly repent; 
and when the man is wet with tcares and covered with forrow, 
crying out mightily againft his fins, how ugly will it look when 
this is remembred the next day thathe playes the fool, and raifes 
his laughter louder then his prayers and yefterdayes groans, for 
no intercft buc that he may cat > A Penitent.and a efter is 
like a Grectan piece of money, on which were ftamped a Helena 

C jon one fide,and a Hecuba onthe other, .a Rofeanda deadly Aco- 
nite, a Paris and an c£fop, nothing was more contrary ; and up- 
‘on this account this folly was reproved by Saint Hieroms Verum| vii fupra, 
CF hec & fants verts penttus propellenda, quibus magis convent 

| flere atque lugere;. Weeping and pensttentsall forrow, and: the (weet 
aaa of pity and compafSzon become a holy perfan, much better then 
a {currilous tongue. But the whole ftate of this Queftion is 
briefly this. i ee oe at te Be. : ‘ 
ox, If jeffsng be unfealonable; it is allo sztolerable 5 TéAws axceipQ. 7 
dy rors Begrorgdcaydy xzxoy, a os 
2. If itbe immoderate, ic is criminall, and a little thing here 
makes the excefle ; it is fo in the confines of folly, that as foon as it 
is out of doots it is in the regionsof fin. te ae A 
3. Ifit bein an ord:xary por itis dangerous ; bur if in an| 
eminent, a confecrated, a wife, and extraordinary. perfons it1s fean- 
dalous. Inter feculares nuge funt, in ore Sacerdotss blaphemte; {fo 
St. Bernard,. | . Pe : . a 
4. If the matter be not of an indiffetent nature, it becomes fin- 
full by giving countenance toa vice, or making vertue to become | 
ridiculous; . ea =: 

E| 5. Ifit be not watcht that is complies with all that hear, it be- 

| comes offenfive and injurious, eo ee ee ee 
6. If itbenot intended to fair and lawfull purpofes,it is fowre 

in the ufing. | ae . a 
7. If ic be frequenty ic combmes and clafters intoa formal 


finne. , ag . 
i es noe 7 8. If) .- | 
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| 8. If it mingles with any fin, it puss on thenature of that bew A 

unworthineffe, befide the proper uglineffe of the thing ix felf; 
and after all thefe, when can it be lawfull or apt for Chriftian en- 
tertainment ? 

The Ecclefiafticall Hiftory that many jefts pafled be- 
\eween St. Aathony the Father of the Hermets, and his Scholar 
\Sc, Pael; and St. Hélerion is reported to have been very ploa- 
ifant, and of a facete, {weet, and more lively converlation, and 
indeed plafance, and joy, aud a tevely foret, and a pleafant con- 
leerfation, and the sanecent careffes of a charitable humanity, is 
—Anot forbidden ; plenum tamen {ucvitats G& gratia fermonem nen efe| » 

\¢ndecorum, St. eAmbrofe afarmed 3 and here in my Text our con- 


ling an Jndewof a pious minde, of compaffion, and a singel xt 
per cefentment of things, yet x ferves but one end, being ufefull 
m the oncly inftance of repentance ; and hath done its greateft c 
| works, not when it weeps and ) but when it haves and grows 
carefull againft fin, Buc cheerfulneffe and a fefsvad first fills the 
{oul full of harmony, it compoies mufick for Churches and 
hearts, ic makes and publithes glorifications of God, it products 
chankfulneffe and ferves the ends of charity, and when the oyle 
of gladneffe runs over, it makes bright and tall emiflions of light : 
and holy fires, reaching up to a cloud, and making joy round | 
|abour: And therfore fince & is {0 innocent, and may be pious | 
and full of holy advantage, whatfocver can insocently minifter - 
—|to this holy joy does fet forwardthe work of Religion and Cha- 
rity. And indced charity it felf, which is the verticall top of all 
Religion , # nothing otk but ux wnton of joyes, concentred en the , 
jeart , and refleed from all the angles of our life and entercourfe,' 
It isa rejoycing in God, a gladneflé in our neighbours good, a, 
pleafure in doing good, a rejoycing with him and without love | 
we cannot have any joyatall, It is this that makes children to ' 
be a pleafure, and friendthip to be fo noble and divine a thing; | 
ahd wpon this account it 1s: cersame that ell thar which can inno- | 
ey make a ~~ jactcied = alfo rage charitable ; for 
a, And ave, ty wesrent{| Py are peevifhand E 
| See icen: but i i nreeniuheth §S content, pn civil, and 
compliant, and eonmmunitanve, and loves to dd gdoed, and fwels 
[up to felicity onely upon the wings of charity, In this account 
| here a 9p ure enough fora Chriftian in mie and if a facete 
difcourle, and an amicable friendly mirth can refrefh the {piritand 


m take 
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A takeit of from the vile temptations of peevithy defpairing, un-| §¢ XXII 
\ 


complying melancholy, it muft needs be innocent and commen- 
dable. And we may as well be refrefhed by a clean and a brisk’ 
difcourfe, as by the air of Campanian wines; and our faces and 
our heads, may as well be anointed and look pleafant with wit' 
and friendly entercourfe, as withthe fat of the Ballam-tree ; and: 


{uch a converfation no wife man ever did, or ought to reprove. : 
Buc when the jeft hath teeth and nails, biting or {cratching our - 


Brother * , when it is loofe and wanton *, when itis unfeafo- 
nable * , and much, or many * , when it ferves ill purpofes *, or | 
{pends better time * , then it 1s the drunkenneffe of the foul, and makes | 


| the fpiric fly away, fecking for a Temple where the mirth and the | 


ease 


mufick is folemn and religious. | : 

~ Bur above all the abufes which ever difhonoured the tongues 
of men, nothing more deferves the whip of an exterminatin 
Angel, or the flings of {corpions, then prefane jefting: which ts 
a bringing of the Spirit of God to partake of the follies of a man; 
as if ic wefe hot enough for a mian tobe a fool, but the wifdomic 
of God muft be brought into thofe horrible {cenes ; He that makes 


| a jeft of the words of Scripture, or of re! things, playes with 


thunder, and kiffes the mouth of a Canon, juft as it belches fire and 
death; he ftakes heaven at {purn-point, and trips croffe and pile 
whether ever he fhall fee the face of God or no; he laughs at 
damnation; while he had rather lofe God, . then lofe his jes nay 
( which is the horror of all ) he makes a jeftof God hinifelf; and 
the Spirit of the Father and the Sonto become ridiculous, Some 
men ufe to read Scriptureon their knees, and many with their 
heads uncovered , and all good men with fear and rrembling, 
with reverence and grave attention; Search the Scriptures; for there- 
3 you bope to have life eternally and All Scripture ts written ly 
snjpiration of Ged, ands fit for snftruttion, fer reproof, for exborta- 
tion, for doftrine, not for jefting s bute he that makes thar ufe of 
it, had better part with his eyes in jeft; and give his heart to 
make a tennis-ball; and that I may {peak the wotft thing in the 


| world of itz it isas like the material] part of the finne againft | 


the Holy Ghoft; as jeering of aman is toabufing him; and nd | 
man can ufe i but he that wants wit and manners as well ashe | 

wants Religion, , 
3; Theshird inftance of the usin trifling sonverfation and im- 
moderate talking is, revealing fecrets; which 1s a ditmantling and 
renting of the fromi the privacies of humane entefcourfe ; and | 
it is worfe then denying to feftore that which was inftrufted to our 
charge ; for thisnot onely injures his neighbours right, but throws 
it away, and expofes it to his enemy; it is a denying to give a 
man his own arms, and delivering them to another, by whom 
he fhall fuffer mifchief. He that incrufts a fecret to his friend, | 
, : goes | 
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$= XXIII, | goes thither as to fan&tuary, and to violate the rites of that is facré- 
_ \iedge, and profanation of friend|bip, which is the fifter of Relsgeon, 
and the mother of fecular bl-ffing , a thing fo facred, that it chan- 
ges a Kingdome into a Church, and makes Intereft to be Piety, and 
juftice to become Religion. But this mifchief grows according 
to the fubje& matter and itseffe& ; and the tongue of a babbler 
may crufh a mans bones, or break his fortune upon her own 
wheel ; and what ever the effe& be, yet of it felf it is the betraying 
of a truft, and by reproach, oftentimes paffes on ro intolerable 
calamities,like a criminal to his {caffold through the execrable gates 
of Cities; And though it is infinitely worfe then the fecret is laid 
open out of fpite or treachery, yet it is more foolifh when it is 
difcovered for no other end but to ferve the itch of talking, or to 
{eem to know, or to be accounted worthy of a truft; for fo fome 
men open their cabinets to fhew only that a treafure is laid up, and 
that themfelves were valued by their friend, when they were 
thought capable of a fecret ; but they foall be{o no more; for hethat 
by that means goes in purfuit of reputation, lofes the {ubftance by 
_| {natching at the fhaddow, and by defiring to be thought worthy of a 
fecrct, proves himfelf unworthy of friendfhip or fociety, D’ Avsla 
tels of a French Marquefs, young and fond, to whom the Dukeof 
Guife had conveyed notice ofthe intended maffacre, which when 
he had whifpered into the Kings ear, where there was no danger 
of publication, but onely would {eema perfon worthy of fuch a 
truft, he was inftantly murder’d, left a vanity like that might un- 
lock fo horrid a myftery. | | 
I have nothing more to adde concerning this,but that if this vanity | 
happens in the matters of Religion, it puts on {ome new circumf{tan- 
ces of deformity : And if he that minifters to the foules of men,and 
is appointed to reftore bim that t overtaken tn # fault, Tall pub- 
lifh che fecrets of a confcience,: he prevaricates the bands of Nature 
and Religion, in ftead of a Father he turns an Acculer, a Aa BorAG, 
he weakens the hearts of the penitent,and drives the repenting man 
from his remedy by making it tobe intolerable; and fo Religion 
becomes a {candal, and his duty is made his difgrace,and Chrifts 
yoke does bow his head unto the ground,and the fecrets af the Spirit 
pafs into the fhames of the world, and all the {weetneffes by which 
the feverity of the duty are alleviated & made eafie, are imbittered 
and become venemous by the tongue of a talking fool. Valer ts Sc- 
ranws was put to death by the old and braver R pmanes, ob meritum 
profane vocis. .qued contra tnterdshum Rome nomen eloque futt 
aufus ; becaufe by prating he profan’d the fecret of their Religion, 
and told abroad that name of the City which the Tufcan rites 
had commanded to be concealed, left the enemies of the people 
fhould call! from them their tutelar gods, which they could not doc 
‘butby telling the proper relation, And in Chriftianicy all Nati- 


ons 
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| Lhe good and evil Tongue. 
A onshaveconfented to difgrace that Prieft, who loves the pleafure 
of a fools tongue before the charity of fouls, and the arts of the 
Spirit, and the nobleneffe of the Religion ; and they have inflicted 
‘upon him all che cenfures of the Church, which in the capacity of an 
' Ecclefiaftical perfon he can fuffer. | 
ThetleI reckon as the proper evils of the vain and trifling tongue ; 
| | for though the effect paffes into ‘further mifchief, yet the original 
| is weaknefs and folly, andall that unworthinefs which is not yet 
_ jarrived at malice.But hither alfoupon the fame account fome other 
‘irregularities of {peech are reducible, which although they are 
'B ofa mixcnature,yet are properly ated by a vain and a loofe tongues 
aud therefore here may be confidered not improperly. 
1, The firft is common Swearing, againft which Se. Chryfoffome | 
{pends twenty homilies: and by the number and weight of argu- 
ments hath left this teftimony, that it is a foolifh vice, but hard to 
becured ; infinitely unrcafonable,but ftrangely prevailing; almoft 
asmuch without remedy as it is without pleafure; for it enrers firft 
by folly, and grows by cuftome, and dwels with carelefnefs, and is 
jnurs'd by irreligion, and want of the fear of God ; it profanes the 
moft boly things, and mingles dirt with the beames of the Sun, 
C follies and trifling talke interweav'd and knit together with the 
'facred name of God ;_ it placeth the moft excellent of things in 
the meaneft and bafeft arcumftances, it brings the fecrers of hea- 
ven into the ftreets,dead mens bones into the Temple ; Nothing is a 
greater facriledge then to proftiture the great name af God to the 
petulancy of an idle tongue, and blend ic as an expletive to fill up 
' che emptinefs of a weak difcourfe. The name of God is fo pane 
fo mighty, thatit rends mountains, it opens the bowels of the dee- 
peft rocks, it cafis out Devils; and makes Hell to tremble, and 
tills all the regions of Heaven with joy ; the name of God is our 
D ftrength and confidence, the obje& of our worfhippings, and the 
fecurity of all.our hopes; and when God had given himfelfe a 
Name, andimmur’d it with dread and reverence, like the garden 
| of Eden with the {words:of Cherubims,gnd none dur ft {peak ic but 
| he whofe lips-were hallowed, and thatat holy andfolemn times, 
|ina moft ‘holy andfolemn place ; I mean the High Prieft of the 
Jews at the folemnities when he entted into the {anctuary, theri 
she taught all the world the majefty and venetation of his Name ; 
‘and therefore it was,‘ that.God made reftraints upon ‘our con- 
‘ceptions and.expreifions of him : and as.he was infinitely curious, 
B (that from ‘all cheappearanceshe made to them, they {houldnot 
depi& ee of him; fahe took. care that .even 
' tthe tongue fhoiild :bereftrained, and not be :toodree in forming 
‘| limages and xeprefentments of hisName; and therefore as Go 
drew their: eyes from vanity; by patting bes Name amang ft . them; 
and reprefenting no [bape ;.fo even whenhe had pat bes mnte aimongyt 
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‘SE-XXIIL. | them, he took it off from the tongue and placed it before the| A 
eyes for Jehovah was fo written on the Priefts Mitre, that all 
might.fee and read, but none {peak it but the Prieft, But be- 
fides all this, there is one great thing concerning the Name of 
God, beyond all that can be {poken or imagined clfe 5 and that is, 
that when God the Father was pleafed to pour forth all his glories, 
and imprint them upon his holy Son in his exaltation, it. was 
by giving him his holy Name, the Tetragrammaton or Jehovah 
made articulate; to fignifie God mantfefted in the flelb ; and {o he 
wore the charaéter of God, and became the bright image of 
his perfon. ee . 

Now all thefe great things concerning the Name of God are 
infinice reproofes of common and vain {wearing by ity Gods 
name is left us here to pray by, to hope in, to be the inftru- 
ment and conveyanceof our worfhippings, to be the witmeffe of 
truth and the Judge of fecrets, the end of ftrife and the aven- 
ger of perjury, the difcerner of right and the fevere exatter of 
all wrongs; and fhall all this be unhallowed by impudent tal- 
king of God without fenfe, or fear, or notices, or reverence, or 
obicrvation ? : 

One thing more I have to adde againft this vice ofa foolifh 
tongue, and that is, thatas much prating fils the difcourfe with ly- 
ing, fo this trifling {wearing changes every trifling lye into a horrid 
perjury; and this was noted by St. James, But above all things {wear 
not at all, Iva pan Und xplow wlonle that ye may not fall into condemna- 
tion; {o we read it, following the Arabzan, Syrian, and Latin books, 
and fome Greek Copies; and it fignifies, that all fuch {wearing 
and putting fierce appendages to every word, like great iron bars 
toa ftraw basket, or the curtains of a tent, is a direct condemna- 
tion of our {elves ; For while we by much talking regard truth too 
little, and yet bind up ourtrifles with fo feverea band, we are| 
condemned by our own words ; for men are made to expec what 
you bound upon them by an oath, and account your trifle to be 
{crious ; of which Whenyy Ou faile, you have given fentence a- 
gainft your felfe: And this isagreeable to thofe words of our 
bleffed Saviour, Of every sdle word Page floall grve account ; for b 
thy words thou fbalt be condemned, and by thy words thou {halt be tif 
ed, But there is another reading of thefe words, which hath 
great emphafis and power, inthis article, Swear not at all, ive jen 
eg Uabuerow wtorle, that you may not fall into hypocré(te, that is, into 
the difreputation of a lying, deceiving, coufening perfon; for E 
he that will put his oath to every common word, makes no great 
matter of an oath; for.in {wearing commonly, he muft needs 
fometimes {wear without confideration, and therefore without 
truth; and he that does fo in any company, tells the world he 
makes no great matter of being perjured. | at 
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A, Allthefe things put together may take off our wonder at St. $a, XXIII 
| James expreffion, of weg wavley, above all things {wear not, ] it ried 
‘thing fo highly tobe regarded, and yet is fo little confidered, that it 
lis hard to fay, whether there be in the world any inftance in’ 
| which men are fo careleffe of their danger and damnation, as 
in this, | | Edad 
The next appendage of vain and titling {peech is contention, 
wrangling and perpetuall talke, proceeding trom the {pirit of con- 
tradiction: Profert enim mores pleramque oratsa, G@ anim fecreta dete- 
Sit: Nec fine causa Graci prodiderunt, ws U1ust era setae dicere 
B  faid Quistilan ; For the mofk part, a mans words betray his man. 
| ners, and unlocks the fecrets of the mind: And it was not withour 
caule that che Greeks faid; Asa man lives foe {peaks ; for fo it 
‘deed Mesauder, eydeds yregalip ix Abys yreeklsra% and Arifis 
| | des, TQS teGt@y TANG vs Asy@ + So charix tsa figne me 
_ | peevith, an angry and quarrelling dif{pofition, ¢o be 4:fptatzue, 
, bufie in Queftions, and impertinent oppofitions, 6 =. 
You fhall meet with fome men ( fuch were the Scepsses, end 
fuch were the Academics of old ) who will not endure any man 
| fhall be of their opinion,and will not fuffer men to {peak truth,or to 
C‘confent to their own propofitions, but will put every manto fight 
for his own poffeffions, difturbing the reft of truth,and all the dwel- 
lings of unity and confent, clamofum altercatorem, Quintilian calls 
fucha one, This is meelooeypaxapdiac, an overfloming of the beart 
and of the gall; and it makes men troublefome, and intricates all 
wife dilcourfes, and throws a cloud upon the face of truth,and while 
 }men contend for truth, error dreft in the fame habit flips into her 
chair,and all the litigants court her for the divine fifter of wifdome. 
Nimtnm altercando veritas amittitur : There is noyfe butno harmony, 
ing but no victory, talking but no learning, all are teachers and 
1D all are wilful, every man is angry, and without reafon and without} 
| charity. 


"EY yay come Vee gy, PQ FieG, comida gaviy, 


Their mouth is a {pcar, their language is a- 
‘throat is a fhield, (as Novaus his expreffion is ) and the clamors: 
and noifes of this folly is that which St, Paul reproves in this Chapter,| 

Let all bitterneffe and clamor be put away. People that contend car-| 

neftly, talk loud; Clamor equus eft tre, cum proffraverts, equitem 
| dejecerts faith St. Chryfoftome, Anger rides upon noyle as upon af 

BE horfe, ftill the noyfe, and the rider is in the dirt ; and indeed fo to 
| dots an act ot” fine frrenerh, and the eicanett tpi at can 
‘be exercifed in ir inftances and though it be hard in the midft ofa 
‘violent motion inftantly to {top, yet by ftrength and good condué it 
‘may be done, But he whofe tongue rides upon paffion,and is fpur’d 


' 
b 


PY violence and contention,is like a horfe or mule without a bridle, 
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| 


The good and evill Tongue. 
and without under ftanding, 2}! 4 xexegyS raved ets cowpea ici, No 
perfor that 1s clamorous can be wife. : : 

Thefe are the vanities and evil fruits of the eafie talker; the in- 
ftances of a trifling impertinent converfation 3 and yet it is obferva- 
ble, that although the inftances in che beginning be oncly vain, yet 
in the iffue and effects they are troublefome and full of mifchief: 
and that we may perceive, that even all effufion and multitude of 
language and vainer talk cannot be innocent, we may obferve that 
there are many good things which are wholly {poil’d if they do but 
touch the tongue; they are {poyl’d with {peaking : {uch as is the 
{weeteft of all Chriftian graces, bumslity, and the nobleft aGions of 
humanity, the doing favours, and es of kindnefe. If you {peak of 
them, you pay your felf, and lofe your kindneffe ; humility is by 
talking changed into prede and bypocrofie, and pasttence pafles into 
peevifbneffe, aud fecret truft into perfidsou{neffe, and modefty into af- 


folution, and judgement into cenfure; but by filence and a reftras- 


| ned tongue all the firft mifchiefs are avoyded; and all thefe graces 
preferved, 
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SERMON, XXIV. 
Part I. 


Of Slander and Flatcery. 


excufed if he anfwers weakly. But he that {peaks before 

m. he be asked, had need take care he {peak wifely, for if he 

docs not, he hath no excufe ; and if he does, yet ic lofes half its | . 

beauty ; and therefore the old man gave good counfell in the Come- 

dy to the Boy, @ mai cata, moAA’ yet avyh xzad. The profits of 

a reftrained modeft tongue cannot cafily be numbred any more 

D. then the evils of an unbridled and diffolute, But they were but in- 

_ fant mifchiefs, which for the moft part we have already obferved,as | 

| the iffues of vain and idle talking ; but there are two {pirits worfe 

then thefe: 1, The Spirst of detraftion; and 2, The pirit of flattery, 

The firft.is Ai@Boan, from whence the Devil hath his name, He 

isan Accufer of the Lrethren,But the fecond is worfes it is Sevarnpd p@ 

or SavaopG., damnable and deadly ; it is the nurfe of vice, and the 

poylon of the foul. Thefe are cameg) Adyos, fowre and filthy com- 

| munecations ; the firft is rude,but the latter is moft mifchievous, ard 

both of them to be avoyded like death, or the defpairing murmurs 
E of the damned, : 7 7 a 

| _ 15: Let nocaluminy, no flandering, detra@ting communication 


H: that is twice asked a Queftion,and then anfwers, is tobe 


proceed out of your mouth ; the firft fort of this is that which the|' 


| Apoftle calls wbs{pering, which fignifies to abufe our neighbour fe- |. 
eeeay by telling a private ftory of him, ee ”, ee 


Dd2 _.,. —binguaque 
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Ss. XXIV ——— lingudque refert andsta fi nt urro, 


for here the man playes a ‘fore game ashe fuppofes, a mifchief 
without a witneffe, 3 | | 


—— parornddegio yrdgons BiAgura Exepe, 


as Anacreon calls them the light, {wift arrows of a calumniating 

tongue ; they pietee into the heart and bowels of the man {pecdily. 

Thefe are thofe which the holy Scripture notes by the difgracefull 
Levit.ry.6, |nameof Talebearers ; Thou foals not go ap and down as 4 Talebearer a- 
mong the people ; for there aré fix things which God hates, ( faith Solo- 
mon) yea the feventh ts an abomination unto him, itis BOtAvypa, as 
bad and as much hated by Godas an édol, and that is, a mhs{perer, or 
tale-Learer that [oweth contention among §t brethren, This kind of com- 
munication was called cvuxoperl/a among the Greeks, and was as 
much hated as the Publican among the Jews, woyne gy w avd pes AQn- 
ves‘ol mornegvouxopavtnc, Iris a vilething, O ye Athenzans, it isa 
vile thing for a man to be a Sycopbaxt, or a Tale-bearer, and the dear- 
eft friendfhips in the world cannot be fecure where fuch whifperers 
are attended to. 


Prov.6.17. & 
26.20. 


Te fingente nefas Pyladen vasffet Oreftes, 
| Thefea Pirethos defistus[fet amor : 
Ta Siculos fratres, @ majus nomen Atridas, 
Et Lede poteras dsfloceare genus, 


But this crime is a conjugation of evils, and is productive of in- 
finite mifchiefs ; it undermines peace, and faps the foundation of 
friendfhip ; it deftroyes families, and rends in pieces the very heart 
and vitall parts of charity; it makes an evil man, party, and wit- 
neffe, and judge, and executioner of the Innocent, who is hurt 
though he deferv’d it not 5 | 


Et fi bor aliqua necuilfes, mortuss effes, 


and no mans inteteft nor reputation, no mans peace or fafety can 
abide, where this nurfe of jealoufie, and parent of contention, like 
the earwig creeps in at the ear,and makes a difeafed noy(le,and fcan- 
ous murmur, | 
| 2. But fuch tongues as thefe, where they dare, and where they 
can fafely, love to {peak louder, and then it is detrafton ; when 
meu under the colour of friendfhip will certainly wound the re- 
a of a man, while by {peaking fomethings of him fairly, | 
‘| he {hall without fufpition be beleeved when he {peaks evil of him; 


wa 


{uch 


C  gainft Sophonssba, onely by commending her beauty and her wit,her 


| 
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fuch was he that Horace {peaks of, Ale (apitolinus convtiore ufus ami- 

cégue,Oc. Capitolinus 1s my friend, and we have long lru'd together, and 

obliged each other by mutual eoflearments, and I am glad be ts acquitted 
‘by the criminall Fudges, . | 


Sed tamen admiror, quo pafto judi cium illud 
Fugertt————~ . ar, 


jet I confeffe I wonder bow be JI ould efcapes but I'le (ay mo more, be- 
caufebe ss my. friend, Kawic eri risst@ wpnvas tegm@ diebo- 
Aig TO eh tyorrag a@AA’ énaveyras AnypalyeDSat,. fayes Polyttus ; 
| This is a new. way of accufation to deftroy a man by praifes, Thefe 
men ftrike obliquely like a wilde {wine, or the 6 éy »fvegic Cbes, 
ini Th! aay fyuos ra xlegra, or like buls ina yoke, they have 
horns upon their necks, and do you a:mifchief when they plough 
| = | nang s; andas Joab flew Atwer, he took him by the beard and 
-kiffed him, and {mot him under the fift rib that he died ; fo doth 
the detraiing tongue ,. like the {mooth tongued lightning, it will 
' break your bones when it kiffes the flefh; fo Syphax did fecretly 
wound cMa/finifja, and made Scipio watchfull and implacable a- 


| conftancy and unalterable love to her Country, and by telling how 
much himfelf was forc’d: to break his faith by the tyranny of her 
prevailing charmes, This is that which the Apoftle calls rove ley, 
a crafty and deceitfull way of hurting, and. renders a mans tongue 
| venemous as the tongue of a ferpent, that bites even thoughhe be 
'charm’d, . Oh : 
3. But the next is more violent, and chat is raslng or revsling; 
‘which <Avsffotle in his Rhetoricks fayes is very often the -vice of 
oyes and of rich men, who out of folly or pride, want of man- 
ners, or want of the meafures of aman, wifdome and the jut 
‘proportions of his brethren, do ufe, thofe that erre before them 
| Mott fcornfully and unworthily ; and Tacstus noted it of the Clas- 
dian family in ‘Rome, an old and inbred pride and {cornfulneffe 
made them apt to abufe all that fell under their power and dif- 
'pleafure; Quorum fuperliam fruftra per obfequium e& eg soma 
efuseres 5 No obfervance, no prudence, no modefty can efcap 
1¢ reproaches of fuch infolent and bigh talkers. . 4. Gellius tells 
Of a boy that would give every one that he meta box on the ear; 
and fome men will give foul words, having a tongue rough as 
a Cat, and biting like an: Adder, and all theirreproofes are di- 


| 


| 
‘have becn in.thefe laft ages examples of Judges who would re- 
“ proach the condemned and mifcrable criminall, deriding his. cala- 
| mity, and: reviling his perfon, Nero. did {o' to Thrafeas, and the 


bria 


rect {coldings, their common entefcourfe is open contumely, There| 


i 
J 


| old Heathens to the samaaas ore > perenntibus addsta lady-| 
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Se. XXIV. tee {aid Tacstas of them,.they crucifted them again by porting 


them to fuffer the fhame of their fouler language, they rail’d at| 
them when they bowed their heads upon the croffe, and groa’nd 
forth the faddett accents of approaching death, This is that evil | 
that poifeffed thofe of whom the Pfalm:ft {peaks Our tongues are 
James 3. our owne, we are they. thas oaght to: fpeak, whe ss Lerd over as? That 
is, our tongues cannot be reftrained; and St. James fatd fome- 
thing of this, The tongue 1s an unruly member which no man can tame, 
thar is, noprivate pesfon, but apublick may; forbe that can rule 
the bong ue, 45 fit. ei te govern the whole body, that 1s, the Church.or 
Congregation ; Magiftrascs and the Governours of fouls, they 
are by feverity to. seftraine: this inordination, which indeed is a 
| foul one 5 . —_ | “e.) 


‘Os deg Eddy 2D BE Ae yAwtt ns 
Xekersov dy. dvOpawors'ereegy xaxdn 
- | 


no evil is worfe or of more open violence to the reft and repntation | . 

of men, then.areproachfall tongue. Andiic were well if we conf- 

dered this evil, to avoid ic in thofe inftances, by which our conver- 

{ation is daily ftain’d, Are we not often too: imperious againft our 

fervants > Do we not entertaih and feed our own — with vile and 

bafeft | ¢? Donot we chattife a fervants folly or miftake,his 

error, or his chance, with. language fit to:-be ufed‘ by none but vile 
perfons,and towards sone but. dogs 2 Our dle/fed Sevsour reftraining 

the hoftilicy. and murtherof the tongue, threatens hell fire to them 

that call their brother fool; meaning, that all language which does 

really and by intention difgrace him in the amd inftatices, is as 

directly againft. the charzty of the Gofpel, as-killing a.man was againft| - 

the feversty: and: juftéce of the law, And-although the word it felfe 

may be ufed to reprove the indifcretions, and carcleffe follies of 

an idle perfon, yet 1. muft be ufed onely- is order to his amendment, 

* by an authorized perfon, * in the limitsof a juft reproof, * up- 

on juft occafion, *and fo'as may not do him mifchief in the e- 

spree td vent of things. For fo we.finde that our Bleffed Saviour call’d 
| " \his Difciples, dvokrss, foolifb; and St. Fumes ufed drpams xevd, 
Udh Mah iignitying the fame with the forbiddén-racz, xevdy, user, 

nfele{s, or empty and St. Paul callsthe Galatians, mad, and fool:fb, 

and Lewstched; and Chrift called Herod, Fox; andSe. fobs called 

{the Pharsfees, the generation of uspers ; and:all this matter is-whally 
determined by the manxer, and with what minde it is done: Ifit be 

| for corre@ion and: reproof towards perfons that deferve it, .and by: 

perfons whofe authority can warrant a juft-and fevere reproof, atid 

this alfo be done prudently; fafely, and uféfally, itis not contamely;, 
But when men upon all occafions revilean offending perfon, leffen- 
ing his value, Jowring his fpirit, and his life, defpiling his infirmi- 


US 
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A | ties, tragically expreffing his lighteft mifdemednour, 6 298 Miktay Sé.XXI1V 
pom praca ow Lyomerept rdrar do nldarves, being tyrannically de- 
clamatory, and intolerably avery for a tritle, thele aré fuch, who, 4s 
Apollorsas the Philofophet faid, will hot fuffer the offending petion: 
to know wheri his fattlt is preat, and when ‘tislittle, Fot they who 
aiwayes put oti 4 fupreme anget, or. expreife che leffe anger with 
the higheft reproachés, can do no more to hin that fteals, then to 
him that breaks a eryftall; Non plus xqao, non chiutins #qa0, Wasa 
good rule for reprehenfion of offending fetvarirs s But Ho diore 
danger, ho more fevere language then the thing: deferves ; If you 

B | chide tov low, your teproof is chariged into reproach 5 if tov :t- 
erly, it becomes racking 5 if too fond, ix tsimmotte $ if too pubiick, ir Is 
like a dog. ed ~ oO 


‘ . 
Se ranen cemaneeotncame adel 
° 
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fo the mantold his wife in the Greek Comedy; To follow mit in 
the ftreets with thy amorous tongue isto do as dogs do, Hot as per- 
fons civil or religious, : ae 

CG} 4, The foarth inftance of the célumhiating filthy cothittitiiicd: 
sion; is that which we propertly call: jlander, or the shrvertting’ etil 
things, falfely impticing: ctithes to our pipe ! Palfute trimen 
gusafs venenatum 'selin, {Rid Cicero ) A falle tongue of a foul le 
againft'a miats reputation, is like a poyfoned arrow, it makes the 
wound deadly, and every {cratch to be incurable, Promptiffima vin- 
4: &s-contumell a {aid one, To rc proach and rail is 2 revenge that cve- 
ry girlcan take, But falfely to accufe is {pitefull a8 Hel, and deadly 

* _ | # the blood of Dtagons, - 3 es 


D Stoscus occidst Baream, delator aimicum: 


This is the direét murthet-of the Tongue, for Hift aid death are in 
| the band of the tongue; {aid the Hebrew: proverbe, and ‘it wad efter: 
med {0 vile a thing , that when Jefabel c anded the’ 
Hfrael tO fuborn fale wieeffes agdinft Nabeth, fhe gave'cheng in| 
Frwetions to take two mew, the fons of Belial none el(e-were fit for the | 


E:| 


burl. 


chat tninibled. Jofeph in feerirs 5 abt hk trok eared inte his faut, 
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Ss. XXIV , but it-crufhed him not fo much as the falfe to of his revenge-| A 
: full Miftreffe, until bis caufe was known, and ra of the Lord ed 
him, This was it that flew Absmelech, and endanger’d Davids it 
was a {word in manu lingua Doeg, in the hand of Doegs tongue, 
By this Siba cut off the legs of Mephibofbeth, and made his reputation 
Jame for ever ; it thruft Jeremy into the dungeon, and carryed Ss- 
fanna to her ftake, and our Lord to his Croffe; and therefore againft | 
the dangers of a. flandering tongue, all lawes have fo cautcloufly 
Levit.s-  |arm’dthemfelves,that befides the fevereft prohibitions of God often 
Zech.7. recorded in both Teftaments,God hath chofen it to be one of his ap- 
Loke3.. _ | Pellatives to be the Defender of them,a party for thofe, whofe inno-| 
| cency and defenccleffe ftate makes them moft apt to be undone by 
this evil {pirit; I mean pupils, and widowes, the poor, and the op- 
preffed. And in purtuance of this charity the Imperiall Lawes have 
invented a juramentam de calumnia, anoathto be exhibited to the 
Aftor, or Plaintiff, that he beleeves himfelf to have a juft caule, and 
that he does not implead his adverfary calumntands antmowith falfe 
inftances, and indefencible allegations; and the Defendant is to 
{wear thathe thinks himfclf to.ufe onely juft defences, and perfec 
inftances of refifting ; and both of them obliged themf{elves, that 
they would exa& no proofe but what was neceffaty to.the truth of 
the Caufe. And all this defence was nothiag but neceflary guards, Cy 
For, 4 fpear, and afword, and an arrow ts aman that fpeaketh falfe wst- 
neffe againft bis neighboxr, And therefore the lawes of God added 
yet another bar againft this evil, and the falfe Acculer was to fuffer 
the punifhment ot the objected crime:and as if this were not fuffici- 
ent,God hath in feverall ages wrought miracles,and raifed the dead 
{tolife, that by fuch ftrange appcarances they might relieve the op- 
preffud Innocent, and load 8 falie accufing Tongue with fhame : 
and horrible confufion.So it happen’d in the cafe of Sufanna, the {pi- | 
{rit of a man was put intothe heart of a childe to acquit the vertuous 
woman ; and fo it was in the cafe of Gregory Bifhop of Agrigentym, 
a -accufed by Sabinus and Crefcentius;, Gods power caft the ; 
Devil out of €udacia, the Devil or {pirit of Slander, and com- 
pelled her to {peak the truth, St, 4ujfzx in his Book De cura pro mor- | 
tuis, tels of a dead Father that appeared to his oppreffed Son, and | 
_ lina great matter of Law delivered him from the teeth of falleac-' 
-|cufation, So was the Church of Afonts refcued by the appearance of 
Aia the deceafed wife of Hidulpbus their Earle, as appears in the 
Hanovian {tory ; and the Polontan Chronicles tell the like of Stansflaus 
Bifhop of Cracovia, almoft oppreffed by the anger and calumny of B 
Boleflaus their King ; God relieved him by the teftimony of St.Peter 
their Bifhop, or a Phantafme like him, But whether thefe records 
may be credited or no, I contend not; yet it is very materiall which 
icc. | Esfebtus relatesaf the three falfe witneffes accufing Narcé{/usBifhop 
| Of Ferufplem, of an infamous crime, which they did, affirming it 
under 
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| being furprifed with fire in hisown roof, amaz’d and intricared, 
confounded and defpairing, paid the price of his flander with the 
pains of moft fearfull flames: andthe fecond perithed by pieces, 
and Chirurgions, and torment: which when the third faw, he re- 
pented of his fault, cried mightily for pardon, but wept {fo bitterly, 
‘and found at the fame time the reward of his calumny, and the ac: 


—-. nye em «+ erat oo 


B {aid Cleanthes, nothing is more operative of {pitefull and malicious 
, purpofes, then the calumniating Tongue. In the Temple at Smyrne 
there were Looking-glaffes which reprefented the beft face as 
crooked,ugly,and deformed; the Greeks call thefe irsyeganpec and 
waegyeoa: and fo is every falfe tongue ; it lies in the tace of hea- 
ven, and abufes the ears of jufticc, it oppreffes the Innocent, and is 
fecretly revenged of vertue, it defeats Hie the charity of laws, and 
_arms the fupreme power,and makes it {trike the Innocent; it makes 
frequent appeals to be made to heaven, and caufes an oath in ftead. 
Of betng the end of firife, to be the 5 carp of mifchief ; it calls 
C the name and teftimony of God to feal an injury; it feeds and 
| mourifhes crucll anger, but mocks juftice, and makes mercy weep 
her felfe into py, and mourn becaufe fhe cannot help the In- 
nocent. 

5. The laft inftance of this evil I fhall now reprefent is Curfixg; 
concerning which I have this onely to fay ; that alchough the i 
leffe curfe fhall return upon the congue that {pake it,yet becaufe ve- 

| se dae 
often there is a fault on both fides, when there ts reviling or cur- 
, fing on either,the danger of a curfing tongue 1s highly to be declined, 
as the biting of a ——. the congue of a {murten ferpent. For 
as envy is mthe evil eye, fois curfing in the reproachfall tongue ; it is 
akinde of venome and witchcraft, an pe which God 
Oftentimes punifhes anger and uncharitableneffe ; and by which the 
| Devil gets power over the bodies and intercfts of men: For he 
‘that works by Theffalsc ceremonies, by charmes, and non-fenfe 
' words, by figures and infignificant charactcrifmes, by images and 


by rags, by circles and imperfe& noy{es, hath more advantage and | 
reall title to the opportunities of mifchief, by the curfing tongue; | 
land though God is infinitely more ready to do acts of kindeneffe | 


| ‘then of punifhment, yet God is not fo careleffe a regarder of the 
\B | violent and paffionate wifhes of men, but he gives fome over ta pu- 
nifbment, and chaftifes the follies of rage, and the madneffe of the 
tongue by fuffering ic to paffe into a further mifchief then the harfh 
‘found and horrible accents of the evil language. By the texgue we 

| | blefs God and curfe men (faith St. James) Aoi cea isxaraeg, re- 
proaching is surfing ; and both of themth oppofed to tuAcyia, to blef- 

p | Bh ces tube. tye. - Weiss the ene Se Rete Sect a Pete : 


1k 


| 


| 


ceptation of his repentance; xaxspydreggy Bd dy DiaboAis isl we,| 


RET 

A under feverall curfes:the fr withing that if he faid falfe,;Godwould Ss. XXIV 
‘ deftroy him with fires the fecond,that he might die of the Kings-evil;' 
the thrd, that he might be blind: and fo it came to paffe ; the firft: 
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Se.XXIV. fing 3 and there are many times and feafons in which both of 
mee paffe into reall effect. Thefe are the particulars of the 
| fecond, . | : 


3. J amnowto inftance in the third fort of filthy communication, 
that in which the Devil does the moft mifchief, by which he un- 
does fouls ; by which he is worfe then AizGoa@, an Accufer ; For 
though he accufes malicioufly, and inftances {pitefully, and heaps 

| objections diligently , and aggravates bitterly, and with all his 
powers endeavors to reprefent the feparate fouls to God as polluted 
and unfit to come into his preience,yet this malice is ineffective, be- 

‘| caufe the {cenes are ated before the wife Fudge of Men and Angels, 
who cannot be abufed ; before our Father, and our Lord, who knows 

.| whereof we be made, and remembreth that we are but duft ; before our Sa- 
viour, and our elder Brother, who bath felt our infirmities, and knows 
how to pity, to excufe, and to an{wer for us: But though this accu- 
{ation of us cannot hurt them who will not hurt eciniives, yet this 
malice is prevailing when the {pirit of flattery is let forth upon us. 
This isthe "AwoAAUwy, the Deftroyer, and is the moft contrary thing 

1 Cor.13.. | 60.¢Paraty in the whole world: and St. Pas! noted it in his charaéter 
"lof Charity, iaydans wepmepelerat, Charity vaunteth not it felf, fo 
wetranflate it, but certainly ot exaétly, for it fignifieth eafine(s, com- 
plying fools{bly, and flattering, Charity flattereth not, lis} +3 Wep- 
we 2 eDas; way 8 pn dia ypeiav, AA Jia xzAAcrmondy We pTAaie— 
Ca'veras, faith Suzdas out of St. Bafil, it fignifies any thing that ferves 
rather for ornament then for ufe, for pleafure then for profit, - 


Et eo plettuntur Poeta quam [uo vitio fepies, - 
Dufabslstate nimia veftra aut perperttudine, — 


faith the Comedy ; the Poets {uffer more by your eafineffe and flat- 
tery,then by their own fault. And this is it which St, Pau fayes is 
againft chazéty.. For if tocall aman fool and vstéows, be fo high 
an injury, we may thence efteem what a great calamity it is to 
fo; and therefore he that makes him fo, or takes a courfe he fhall 
not become other, is the vileft enemy to his perfon, and his fe- 
licity ; and this is the mifchief that is done by flattery ; it is a de- 
figne againft the wifdom,againft the repentance,againft the growth 
and promotion of a mans foul,He that perfwades an ugly,deformed 
man, that he is handfome, a fhort man that he is tall, a bald man 
| that he hath a good head of hair, makes him to become ridiculous 
and a fool, but does no other mifchief. But he that perfwades his 
friend that is a goat in his manners, that he is a holy anda chafte 
perfon, or that his loofenefle is a figne of a quick fpirit, ot that it 
1s not dangerous but eafily pardonable, a trick of youth, a habit 
that old age will lay afide asa man pares his nails, this man hath 
given great advantage to his friends mifchief; he hath made it grow 
| ) in 
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in all the dimenfions of the fin,till it grows intolerable; and pethaps Se:XXIV 
unpardonable, And let it be confidereds what a fearfull de&rution | \ 
and contradiction of friendfhip or fervice it issfo to love my {elf and | 
my little intereft, as to preferre it befote the foul of him whom [| | 
ought to love. By my flattery I lay a {nate to get 20/, and rathet | | 
then lofe this contemptible fum of money, I will throw him that 
fhall give ic me(as far as I can)into hell,there to roar beyond all the | | 
meafures of time or patience, Can any hatred be more,or love be 
leffe, can any expreffion of {pite be greater, then that it be faid,you 
will not part with 20 /, to fave your Friends, or your Patrons, or 
your Brothers foul » and fo it is with him that invites him to, or | 
confirms him in his folly, in hopes of getting fomething from him; 
he will*{ee him dic, and die eternally, and help forward that dam- 
nation, fo he may get that little by it. Every ftate is fet in the midft 
of danger, as all trees are fet in the wind, but the talleft endure the 
cael violence of tempeft : No man flatters a begger;if he doesa 
flovenly and a rude crime,it 1s entertained with ruder language and 
the mean man may poffibly be affrighted from his fault, while it is} 
made fo uneafic to him by the {corn and harfh reproaches of the 
mighty. But Princes and Nobles often die with this difeafe : And 
when the Courtsers of Alexander counterfeited his wry neck, and the 
Servants of the Stctltan Tyrant pretended themfelves dim-fighted 
and on purpofe rufhed one againft another,and overthrew the meat } 
as it was ferved to his table, onely becaufe the Prince was short. | 
fighted, they gave them fufficient inftances in what ftate of affairs 
they ftood with them that waited ; it was certain they would com- 
mend every foolifh anfwer, and pretend fubtilty in every abfurd 
queftion,and make a petition that their bafe actions pafie into 
a law, and be made to be the honour and fanétity of all the people: 
| and what proportions or wayes can fuch ie rfonages have to- 
wards felicity, when their vice fhall be allowed and praifed, every 
action that is but tolerable fhall be accounted heroicall,and if it be 
intolerable among the wife, it {hall be called vertuous among the 
flatterers > Carneades {aid bitterly,bur ithad in it too many degrees 
of truth; that Princes and great ee never learn to do any 
thing perfeatly well, bur to ridé the great horfe, quia fesl. ferociens 
1a adulari non dsdscst, becaufe the proud beaft knows not howto 
flatter,but will as foon throw him off froni his back as he will fhake 
off the fon of a Potter, Buta flatterer is like a neighing Horfe, that 
| neigheth under every rider,and is pleafed with — thing,and com- 
'mends all that he fees, and tempts to mifchief; and cares not, fo his 
friend may but pers{b or And indeed that is a calamity that 
undoes many a foul; we fo love our peace,and fit fo eafily upon-our | 
own good opinions, and are fo'apt to flatter our felves, and leane 
tuipon our own falfe f{upports, that we cannot endure to be difturb’d 
or awakened from our pleafing lethargy: For we care not to be 
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lea XXIV _fafe, but to he fecuve, not to efcape hell, but to live pleafantly ; we| A 
ene | Iai not petit of the event, but of the way thither, and : is {uf- 
ficient, if we be perfwaded all is well; an the mean time we are 
carcleffe whether indeed it be {o or no,and therefore we give penfi- 
ons to fools and vile perions to abufe us, and coufen us of felicity. 
But this evil puts on feverall fhapes, which we muft difcover, that 
they may not coufen us without our obfervation.For all men are not 
capable of an open flattery. And therefore fome will dreffe their 
hypocrifie and illufion fo, that you may feel the pleafure, and bur 
fecretly perceive the compliance and tenderneffe to ferve the ends 
of your folly.» Perst procart, fi latet, faid Planeus, It you be not B 
=e you lofe your reward; if yoube too open, you lofe is 
wor;rie, ® 
1, Some flatter by giving great names, and propounding great 
examples ; and thus he fst villains hung a Fombles ad 
upon their Prince, and a Pipers whiftle ; becaufe a called their 
Ptolomy by the name of Apolle their God of Mufick. This put 
buskins upon Nero, and made him fidle in all the great Towns of 
Greece, WWVhen their Lords were Drynkards, they called them Bac- 
chus ; when they were Wreftlers, they falured them by the name of 
_ | Hercules;and fome were fo vain as to think chemfelves commended, 
' when their Flatterers told aloud, that shey had srank more then A. | © 
‘lexander the Conquerour, And indeed nothing more abufes eafie 
fools, that onely feek for an excufe for their wickedneffe, a Patron 
for their vice, a warrant for their fleepy peace, then to.tell ftories 
of great examples remarked for the inftances of their temptation. 
When old Cato commended meretricious mixtures, and to prevent 
adulterses permitted fornscgtton, the youth of the fucceeding ages 
had warrant enough to go ad olentes forneces, into their chambers of 
filthy pleature ; a : 7 


Quidam notus homo cums exiret fornce, matte 
Virtute efo (sngqust) fententia dig (atents : 


And it would paffe the goblets ia a freer circle, if a flattering man 
fhall but fay, Narvatar G prifcs Catenss fepe mero caluffe vivtus, 
that old Cato would drink hard at Sun-fer, When Varre had noted, 
that wife and fevere Sala{t, who by- excellent fententious words had 
reproved the follies of luft, was himfelf taken in adultery, The 
Romane youth did hug their vice, and though ie grew upon theis | 
nature like a mans beard, and that the wifeft men would lay theie: F 
heads upon thar threfhold ; and Seveca tells that the women of that, 
age delpifed the adultery of one man only; and hated it like marsi- 
jJage, and de{pifed chat as want of breeding, and grandeur of {pirie, 
becaufe the braver Spartans. did ufe to. breed their children pro- 
mifcuouldy, as the Herds-mendo cattle from the fairell Bulls, And 
Arrianus 
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A 4 :Arrianas tcls that the women.would defend their bafeneffe by the: $z, XXIV: | 
doctrine of P/ato, who maintain’d the community of women, This | | 
fore of flattery is therefore more dangerous, becaufe it makes the 
temptation ready for mifchief,apted and drefled with proper,mate- 
riall,and imitable circumftances, The way of difcourfe is tar about, 

° | but evil examples kill quickly, . | | 

2, Others flatter by imitation : for when a crime is rare and in- 
folent, fingular and out of fafhion,it muft be a great ftrength of ma- 
lice and impudence that muft entertain itsbut the flattering man do- 
ing the vice of his Lord takes off the wonder, andthe fear ofbeing| 
B ftarcd at; and fo incourages it by making it popular and common, 
Plutarch tels of orie that divorced himfelf trom his wife becaufe his | 
friend did {o; that the other might be hardened in the mifchief; and 
when Plato {aw his Scholars ftoop in the fhoulders, and -4réftotle ob- | 
| 


) 


ferved histo {tammer,they began to be lefle troubled with thofe im- 
perfeétions which they thought common to them{elves and others, 
| 3, Some pretend a ruftecety and down-right plainneffe, and upon 
the confidence of that, humour their friends vice,and flatter his ruine, 
Seneca obferved it of fome of his time; alzus qutdam adulattone clam 
utebatur parce, altus ex aperto palam, rufticttate fimulata, quaji fimpli- 
C | cttastlla ars non fit. They pretend they love notto diffemble, and . 
therefore they cannot hide their thoughts ; let their friend take it : 
how he will, theny muft commend that which commendable ; and 
fo man that is willing to dye quietly, is content with the honeft 
heattineffe and down-right fimplicicy of him that with an artifici- 
all rudeneffe drefs’d the flattery, | | 
4. Some will difpraife themfelves that their ftiend may think 
better of himfelf; or leffe feverely of his fault. 
5. Others will reprove their friend for a trifte,but with a purpofe 
to let him underftand,that this is allsfor che honeft man would have | 
D | told his friend if ic had been worle. | | | 
6. Some will laugh and make a fport of a vice, dnd can hear their 
friend tell the curfed narrative of his adultery, of his drunkenneffe, 
of his craft and unjuft purchafes; afid all this fhall prove but a mer- | 
ry {cene;as if damnation were a thing to be laughed at,and the ever- | 
Jafting ruine of his friend were a very good jeft. But thus the poor 
finner fhall not be affrighted from his danger, nor .chaftifed by fe- 
vere language,but the villain that eats his meat fhall take him by the 
' hand, and dance about the pit till he falls in, and dies with fhame 
| and folly. Thus the evil {pirit puts on fhapes enough ; none to af- 
E | fright the man, but all to deftroy him; and yet it is filthy enough 
when it is invefted with its own character, 
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The Parafite or Flatterer is a beaft that is all belly, looking round 
with his eye, watchfu:l, ugly, and deceittull, and creeping on his 
teeth; they feedhim, and kill them that reach him bread ; for that’s 
the nature of all Vipers, | | . 

I have this one thing onely to infert, and then the caution will be 
fufficient, uz. that we do not think all praife given to our fricnd to 


_| be flattery, though it be in his prefence. For fometimes praife is the 


beft conveyance for a precept, and it may nourifh up an infant ver- 
tue, and make it grow up towards perfection, and its proper mea- 
{ures and rewards. Friend{hip does better pleate our fricnd then 
flattery,and though it was made alfo for vertuc, yet it mingles plea- 
furcs in the chalice, ef ¢upeal’ furs gales gueCriras yAunr, tt 15 de- 
lictous to behold the face of a friendly and a (weet perfon ; and it is not the 
office of a friend alwayes to be fowre, or at any time morofe ;_ but 
free;open,and ingenuous,candid and humane,not denying to pleafe, 
but ever refufing to abufe or corrupt.For as adulterine metals retain 
the luftre and colour of gold,but not the value ; fo flattery in imita- 
tion of friend{bip takes the face and outfide of it, the delicious part; 
but the flatrerer ufes it to the interefts of vice,and a friend by it{crves 
vertue ; and therefore Plutarch well compared friend{bip to medici- 
nall oyntments, which however delicious they be, yet they are alfo 
ufefull, and minifter to healing.But flattery is {weet and adulterate, 
pleafant but without health, He therefore that juftly commends his 
triend to promote and incourage his vertue, reconciles vertue with 
his friends affcétion, and makes it pleafant to be good; andhe that 
docs fo, fhall alfo better be futfered when he reproves, becaufe the 
needing perfon fhall finde that then is the opportunity and feafon of 
it, fince he denied not to pleafe fo long as he could alfo profit, I 
onely adde this advice, that fince felfe-love 2s the ferpents milk that 
feeds this viper flattery, we fhould do well to choke it with its mo- 
thers milk; I mean,learn to love our felves more, for then we fhould 
never endure to be flattered, For he that becaufe he loves himfelfe, 
loves to be flattered,does,becaufe he loves himfelfe,love to entertain 
a man to abufe him, to mock hint, and to deftroy him finally. But 
he that loves himfelf truly, will fuffer fire, will endure to be burnt, 
fo he may be purified ; put to pain, fo he may be reftoredto health; 
for of all fauces (laid Ewenus ) fharpneffe, leverity, and fire ts the beft. 
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But that which is good tothe ufe of edifying, that 
_ it may minifter grace untothe bearers. 

mH Oquenas minsflyos habemus homines, tacends Deos, 
{aid one ; Men teach us to {peak,and God teaches 
us to hold our tongue. The firft we are taught 
by the lectures of our Schools ; the latter, by the 
myfterics of the Temple. But now in the new 
inftitution, we have alfo a great Mafter of {peak- 
: " ; and though filence is one of the great paths 
of Innocence, yet Holy {peaking is the inftrument of Spiritual] 
Charity, and is a glorification of God: and therefore this kinde of 
{peaking is a degree of perfection beyond the wifdome and feveri- 
ty of filence. For although garrulity and foolith inordinate talk- 
ing is a conjunction of folly and fin, and the prating man while he 
defires to get the love of them he converfes with, incurres their ha- 
tred ; while he would be admir’d, is laughed at; he {pends much 
E ‘and gets nothing, he wrongs his friends and makes {port to his ene-| 
mies, and injures himfelf; he is derided when he tells what others 
. ‘know, he is indangered if he tells a fecret and what they know not; 
| he-is not beleeved when he tells good news, and when he tells ill 
"| news he is odious: and therefore that filence which isacure of all 
this evil is an excellent portion . fafety, and Religion ; yetitis| - 
| ee ee ee win). se 


ERS SALE 


32-4. 


aa | with holy (peaking and innocent filence asit is with a H ormit and a 
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Bifbop ; the firft goes to a good fchool, but the fecond is proceeded 
towards greater periedtion ¢ aad therefateé the preGscall life of Ec. 
clefiafticall Governours being found ‘in the way of holincffe and 
zeal, is called flatas perfelsagss, a more excellent and perfe& con- 
dirior of life; ‘ahd tarre beyorid the ‘retirements and inoffenfive 
life of thofle innocent perfons which do fo much leffe of profit, by 
how much charity is better then meditation,and gaing to heaven by 
rcligion and charity, by ferving God and conwerting touls, is better 
then going to heaven by prayers and fecret thoughts: So it is with 
filence, and religious commuyiqation. ‘That does not. offend God, 
this glorifies him; That prevents Sin; this fets forward the inte- 
refts of Religion. And therefore Plutarch {aid well, Qui generose 
CF regio more tnftituuntur, primum tacere, detnde logus di{cunt. To 
be taught firft to be filent, then to {peak well and handfomely, 
is education fit fora Prince; and that is Saint Paa’s method 
here: firft we were taught how to reftrain our tongues in the fore- 
going inftances, and now weare calledto imploy them in Re- 
digion. | 
| 8 1, We muft {peak that which — ] ¢y29¢y 71, any thing 
that may ferve the ends of qur Gad- aed of aur Neighbour, in 
the meafures of caper and ufefulnefie, Butic is here as in all 
other Sed ecren of Religion, God tQ us, who are in the body, 
and condudted a | material! phantafmes, and under {tanding nothing 
but what we fecl, or is conveyed to ws by: the proportions of what 
-we do or have, hath given usa Religion that is fitted to our con- 
dition and confticution, And theretore when wee are comman-| 
ded to love God, by this love Chriftunderftands ebedtesce; when 
we are commanded to benosr God, itis by finging and reciting 
his praifes, and. doing things which caufe reputation and honour: 
and even here when we are commanded to {peak that which is 
}good, it is inftanced in fuch- good things which are really profita- 
ble, praGtically ufefull, and here the meafures of God are efpe- 
cially by the proportions of our Neighbour, And therefore,though 
{peaking honourable —— of God be an ik" aio that does 
honour to our tongues and voyces, yet we muft tune and compefe 
even thefe notes fo, as may bett profit our netghbour ; for fo it muft 
be AsyG@ #ya9b<, good {peechy fuch as is et dixodopety rig y pete; 
for the edificatson of neceffety: the phrafe is an Hebrai{me, where the 
genitive cafe of a fubftantive is put for the adjeCtive ; and means, 
that our fpeech be apted to neceffary edification, or fuch edift 
cation as is needfull to every mans particular cafe; that is, that 
we fo order our communication, that itbe apt to inftrué the igno- 
rant, to ftrengthen the weak, to recall the wandcrer, to reftraine 
.the vicious, to comfort the difconfolate, to {peak awotd in feafon 
roevery mans neceflity, fre Ja yaexs, thet s may mimfter — 
| ee ee ome- 


A | fomething that may pleafe and profit thena, according as they fhall SixiXXV; 
need ; all which I fhall reduce to thele three heads : 7 
1, Tolnftru@. 2. ToComfort. 3. ToReprove. 

1, Our converfation muft be d:0exixig apt to teach. For firice 
ail our hopes onour part depend upon our obedience to God, 
and conformity to our Lord Jefus, by whom our endevours are 
fan&tified and accepted, and our weakneffes are pardoned, and 
all our obedience relies upon, and is encouraged and grounded in 
faith, and faith is founded naturally and primarily in the under- 
ftanding, we may obferve that it isnot onely reafonably to bee 

B |expected, but experimentally felt, that in weak and ignorane| 
underftandings, there are no fufficient fupports for the vigorouf- 
neffe of a holy life; there being nothing, or notenoughto war- 
rant and ftrengthen great refolutions , to reconcile our affections |. 
to difficulties, to make us patient of atfronts, to receive deeper 
mortifications, and ruder ufages, unleffe where an extraordinary 
grace — the want of ordinary notices, as the Apoftles 
were enabled to their preachings: But he therefore that carries 
and imports into the underftanding of his Brother ,. notices of 
faith, and incomes of fpirituall propofitions, and arguments of 

C |the Spirit, enables his Brother towards the work and practifes of 
a holy life: and though every argument which the Spirit of God 
hath made and recorded in holy Scripture, isof ir felf induce- 
ment great enough to endear obedience; yet it isnot fo in the 
event of things to every mans infirmity, and need; bur in the 
treafures of the Spirit, in the heaps and variety of inftinition, 
and wife difcourfes, there will not onely be enough to miake a 
man without excufe, but fufficient to do his work and to cure 
his evil, ‘and to fortifie his weaker parts, and to comply with 
his neceffities ; for although Gods fufficient grace is prefent to 

D (all chac can wle it, yet if there be no more then that, # is a fad 
| confideration to remember, that there are bur few that will bee. 
faved, if they be helped but with juft fo much as can poflibly. 
do the work: and this we may well be affured of, if we confi- | 
der that: God is never wanting to any man in what is fimply ne- 
ceffary; but then if we adde this alfo, that of the vaft numbers 
of men who might poffibly be faved, fo few really are fo, we fhall 
perceive that that grace which onely is fufficient, is not fufficient ; | 

\fuffictent to the thing, ts not fufficeent for she perfon; and there-| 
fore thar God does ufually give us more, and we need more yet ; | 

E ‘and unleffe God works 12 us to will and to do, we fhall neither 
‘will nor doe; though to will be inthe powerof our hand, yet 
we will not willsic Etlaws from hence thar all they who will com- 
ply with Gods method of gracioufneffe, and the neceffities of their 
Brethren, muft endevour by all means, and in all their owne 
meafures, and capacities to lay up treafures of notices and in- 

. | Ee 3 flructions: . 
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they may be met withall and taken in every corner of their con- 
veriation, Addeto this, that the duty of a man hath great varic- 
ty, and the fouls of men are infinitely abuied, and the perfwafions 
of men are ftrangely divided, and the intercits of men are a vio- 
lent and preternaturall declination from the ftriétneffes of vertuc, 
and the refolutions of men are quickly altered, and vcry hardly to 
be fecured, and the cafes of contcience are numerous and intricate, 


‘| and every ftate of life that hath its proper prejudice, and our no- 


tices are abufed by our affections, and we {hall perceive that men 


generally need knowledge enough to over-power all their paffions, | B 


to root out their vitious inclinations, to matter their prejudice, to 
anfwer objections, to refift temptations, to re{refh theit weari- 


‘neffe, to fixe their refolucions, and to determine their doubts ; and 


therefore to fee your brother ina ftate of ignorance, is to fee him 
unfurnifhed and unprepared to all good works, a pcrfon fafe no 
longer then till a temptation comes, and one that cannot be faved 
buc by an abfoluce unlimited prede(tization, a favour of whichhe 
hath no promife, no fecurity, no revelation ; and altough to do 
this, God hath appointed a {peciall Order of men, the whole 


Ecclefiaftrcall Order, whom he feeds at his own charges, and whom | 
men rob at their own perill, yet this doth not difoblige others :| 


for every Matter of a family is to inftru@t, or caufe his family to 
be inftructed, and catechifed ; every Governour is to inftruét his 
charge, every Man his Brother, not alwayes in perfon, but ever 
by all poffible and juft provifions, For if the people die for want 


of knowledge, they who are fet over them fhallalio die for want} . 


of charity. Here therefore we muftreniember, thatit is the du- 
ty of us all, in our feverall meafures and proportions, to in- 
ftru@: thofe thatneed it, and whofe neccffity is made ready for 
our miniftration ; and let us tremble to think, what will be the 
{ad account , which we fhall make, when even our families are 
not taught in the fundamentals of Religion; for how can it bec 


poffible for thofe who could not account peat the tories of | D| 


Chrifts life and death, the minifteries of their redemption, the 
foundation of all their hopes, the great argument of all their o- 
bediences ; how can it be expected that they fhould ride in tri- 
umph over all the evils which the Devil, and the World, and their 
own follies daily prefent to them in the courfe of every dayes 
converfation 2 And it will be an ill rcturne to fay, that God 


will require no more of them then he hath given them; for{up-! E 


fe that be true in your own fence, yet he will require it of thee, 
becaufe thou gaveftthem nomore; and however, it is a formi- 
dable danger, ‘and a trifling hope for any man to put all the hopes 
of his being faved upon the oncly ftock of ignorance; for if his 
ignorance fhould never be accounted for, yet it may leave —— 
that 


ftructions in their Brothers foul, that by fome argument or other; A 
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A | that ftate in which his evils fhall grow great, and his fins may be if-| Sz. XXV- 
remediable. 


2, Our Converfation muft be waéexarlG., apt tocomfort the 
difconfolate ; and then thw, tnén in prefent can feel no greater cha- 
rity. For fince half the dury of a Chtiftian in this lite confifts in 
the exercife of paffive graces, and the infinite vatiery of providence, | 
and the perpetuall adverfiry of chances, dnd the diffatisfa@ion and 
emptineffe that is in things themfelves, and thé wedrinefle and an- 
guith of our fpirit does call us to the ttiall and exercife of pati- 

B | ence even in the dayes of Sun-fhine, and much more iri the violent 
ftorms that fhake our dwellings, and make our heaits tremble ; 
God hath fent fome Angels into the world;whofe ‘office it is to re- 
fresh the forrowes of the poor, and to lighten the eyes of the dif- 
confolate ; he hath made fome creatures whofe powets afé chief. 
ly ordain’d to comfort; wéne, and oyle, and focsety, cordsals an 
variety; and time it felf is checker’d with black and white ; ftay 
bur till co morrow, and your prefent forrow will be weary, and 
will lie down to reft. But this isnot all. The third perfon of the 
holy Trinity 1s known to us by the name and dignity of the Holy 

C | Ghoft the Comforter, and God glories in the appellative, that he is 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all Comfort, and therefore to 
minifter in the Office is to become like God, and to imitate the 
charities of heaven; and God hath fitted mankind for it; he 
moft needs it, and he feels his brothers wants by hisown expe- 
rience ; and God hath given us {peech, and the endeatments of {o- 
ciety, and pleafanmefle of converfation, and powers of fcafonable | | 
difcourfe, arguments to allay the forrow, by abating our apprehen- 
fions and taking out the fting, or telling the periods of comfort, or 
exciting hope, or urging a precept, and reconciling our affections, 

D | and reciting promifes, or telling ftories of the Divine mercy, or] 
changing it into duty, or making the burden leffe by comparing it. 
with greater, or by proving itto be leffe then we deferve, and that | 
it is’ fo intended, and may become the inftrumentof vertue. And| 
certain itis, that as nothing cam better do it, fo there is nothing’ 

_ greater, for which God made our tongues, next to reciting, his] _ 
praifes, thento miniftcr comfore to a weary foul, And what 
grcater meafure can we have, then that wedhould bring joy to our 
brother, who with his dreary eyes looks to heaven and round a- 
bout, and cannot finde fo much reft as to lay his eye-lids clofe 

E |together, then that thy tongue fhould be tun’d with heavenly ac- 
cents, and make the weary foul to /:/te for lightand eafe, and 
when he perceives that there is fuch a thing in the world, and in the 

| order of things, as comfort and joy, to éegiz to break out from’ 

| the prifon of Fis forrows atthe door of fighes and tears, and by 

hittle and little ntele into fhowres and refrefhment> This is glory 
| | ae to 
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to thy voyce, and imployment fit for the brighteft Angel. Bur fo | A 


have { {een the Sunne kiffe the frozen earth, which was bound up 
with the images of death, and the colder breath of the North; 
and then the waters break from their inclofures, and mele with 
joy, and runne in ufefull channels; and the fics do rife againe 
from their little graves in walls, and dance a while inthe air, to 
tell that there is joy within, and that the great mother of crea- 
tures will open the ftockof her new refreihment, become ulefull 
to mankinde, and fing praifestohcr Redeemer:. So is the heart 
of a forrowtull man under the difcourfes of a wife Comforter, 


he breaks from the defpairs of the grave, and the fetrers and| 


chains of forrow , he bleffes God, and he blcffes thee, and hee 
feels his life returning; forto be miferable is death, but nothin 

is life but to be comforted ; and God is pleafed with no mufic 

from below fo-much as in the thankfgiving tongs of relieved 
Widows, of fupported Orplians, of rejoycing, and comforted, 
and thankfull perfons, This part of communication does the work 
of Godand of our Neighbours, and bears us to heaven in ftreams 
of joy made by the overflowings of our brothers comfort, Itisa 
fearfull thing to fee a man defpairing. None knows the forrow 
and the intolerable anguifh but themiclves, and they that are dam- 
ned; and fo are all the loads of a wounded {pirit, when the ftaffe 
of amans broken fortune bowes his head to the ground, and finks 
like an Ofier under the violence of a mighty tempeft. But there- 
fore in proportion to this] may tcll the excellency of the imploy- 
ment, and the duty of that charity, which bears the dying and lan- 


guifhing foul from the frienges of hell to the feat of the brighteft 
ftars, where Gods face fhines and reflects comforts for ever and. 


ever, And though God hath for this efpecially intrufted his Mini- 
{ters and Servants of the Church, and hath put into their hearts and 
notices great magazines of promifes, and arguments of hope and 
arts of the Spirit, yet God does not alwayes fend Angels on thefe 
Embaffies, but fends a man at ft bomo homint Deus, thet every good 
man in his {eafon may be to his brother in the place of God,to com- 
fort and reftore him; and thatit may appear, how muchit is the 
duty of us all to minifter comfort to our brother, wemay remem- 
ber that the fame words and the fame arguments do oftentimes 


| more prevail upon our {pirits when they are applied by the hand of 


another, then when they dwell in us, and come from our own dif- 
courfings. This is indeed Ady Qe y prsd¢ & @yaSic, it is cig dsx0d opery 
Tis pees, to the edification ot ourneeds, and the greateft and 
mott holy charity. | , 

3. Ourcommunication muftin its juft feafon be éachixds, 


.| we muft reprove our finning brother; for the wounds of a friend 


are better then the kiffes of anenemy ( faith Solomon: ) we imitate 


feck 


ri 
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A feck anil fave thar which was lofts and it isa tcarfull thing tofeea Sak.XXV. 
__ | friend go to hell undifturbed, when the arrefting him in his hortld | 
progteife may poffibly make himto teturhs this isa courfe that! 
will change out vile itch of judging and a itito ant 
att of charity; it will alver flander into piety, detra@ion into ; 
counfell, revenge into friendly and moft ufefull offices, that the | 
Vipers ficfh may become Atithridate, and the Devil be defeated: 
in his malicious imployment of our language, He is a miferable | | 
man, whom none dares tell of his faults {0 P ainly, chat he may un- | | 
derftand his danger 5 arid he that is uncapable and impatient of te- 
3 | proof, can never-become 4 good friend to any man. For befides | 
that himfelf would nevet admonith his ftiend when he fins, (and | 
if he would, why fhould rot himifelf be glad of the {athe charity > ) 
he is alfo proud, and Scorner 15 bis names he thinks himfelf éxerhpt | 
from the condition and failings of men, ot if he does tiot, he had 
rather go to hell chen be called to his way by an angry Sermon, o: 
driven back by the {word of an Angel, or endure one blufhing, for 
all his hopes and intetefts of heaveri, It is no fhame to be repro- 
ved, but to deferve its but he that deferves it, and will do fo ftill, | 
fhall increafe his fhame into confufion, and bring upon himfelf a 
C | forrow bigger then the calamities of wat, afid plagiies, and hofpi- | 
tals, and poverty. He onely is ctuely wife, and will be cértainly 
happy, that fo underftands himfelf and hates his fiv, that he wiil 
not nurfe it, but get to himfelf a Reprover on purpofe, whofe war- 
vant {hall be Mberty, whofe thanks fhall be amendment, whole enter- 
taramem hall be obedience; fot a flattering word is like a bright | | 
Sun-fhine to a fore Eye, ic increafes the trouble, and Seffens the | | 
fight ; - | 


Hac demum faptet dittio que feriet ; 


| The fevere word of the reptoving man is wife and healthful! Buc! 
becaude all times, andall circuntftanceés, atid alf perforts ate nog fi! 
for this imploymen ; | | 


— tt plurima fant Yne 
Non ance bomines pertasd dicere lana ; 


Some will norendure that a poot mah, or an obliged perfon fhioutd 

| teprove thert.and themfelves are often fo uriprofitable fervants, that 

B they wifl rather venrute cieit friends damnation,théen hazard theit 

Own intereft; therefore in the performance? of this duty of thé ufe- | 
full agar 5 the following meafures are ft to be ob- 

fer ved, a 3 
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S V. 1, Let not your reproof be publick and perfonall: if itbe publick,| A 
hows it muft be in general rig ic ia sain it muft be in fe and 
this is expreficly commanded by our Bleffed Saviour : Jf thy Bro- 
ther offends, tell t him between bim and thee ; for if it comes after- 
wards in cafe of contumacy to be declared in publick, it paffes 
from fraternal correption to Ecclefiaftecall difcepline, When Socrates 
reproved Plato ata feaft, Plato told him, it had been better he had 
told him his faule in private ; for to {peak it publickly is indecency: 
Socrates replied ; and fo it is for you publickly to condemmne that in- 
decency. For it isthe nature of man tobe {pitefull when he is fha- 
med, and to-efteem that the worft of evils, and thereforeto take} p 
impudence and 1 sso forits cover, when his fhame is naked : 
And for this indifcretion Art(tomenes the Tutor of Ptolemy, who be- }- 

.| fore the Cortnthtan Embafladors reproved the King for fleeping at 
the folemne audience, profited nothing, but enraged the Prince, 
and was himfelf forced to drink poyfon. But this warjneffe is not 
alwaycs neceffary. For.1. a publick and an authorized perfon, 
may do it publickly,and may name the perfon as him(elf fhall judge 
expedient. | . 


————-fecuit Lucilius urbem : 
T?Lupe, te Mutt , & genutnum fregst tn lis : 
Omne vafer uitium 


Lucilius was a Cenfor of manners, and by his office he had warrant 
and authority, 2, Therearealfo fome cafes in which a publick 
reproof is prudent, and that is when the crime is great, but not un- 
derftood to be any atall ; for then itis J-ftruétson and Catechr{me, 
and layes afide the affront and trouble of reproof. Thus Jgmastzus 
the Martyr did reprove Trajan facrificing at the Altar in the fight | 

lero.ux. {Of all the Officers of the Army; andthe Jews were commanded 
to reprove the Badylonzans for Idolatry in the land of their is ee | 
and if we {ce a Prince in the confidence of his pride,and carelefneffe 
of fpiric, and heat of war fpoyle a Church, or rob God, it is then | 
fit co tell him the danger of Sacriledge, if otherwifc he cannot well) = |, 
be taught his danger, and his duty. 3. There are fome circumftan-| . 
ces of perfon in which by interpretation, duty, or cuftome a leave is | 
indulged or prefumed,that liberty may be prudently ufed,publickly , 
to reprove the publick vices-fo it was in the old dayes of the Romans; 
vice had then (6 little footing and authority, fo few friends and ad- 
vocates, that the Prophets and Paets ufed a bolder liberty to dif- E 
grace whatfoever was amiffe ; 7 


nee unde tila prioram 
_ Sertbends quodcungq; animo flagrante lberet 
Semplicitas——— | 
and 


A .j-and much of the fame liberry is ftill referved to Pulpits, andtothe: Ser. XXV 
Bifhops Office, fave onely, that although they may reprove publick- | 
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ly, yet they may not often do it perfonally. 


2, Ufe not to reprove thy Brother for every thing, Lut for great: 


things onely: for this isthe office of a Tutor, not ota Friend; and 
few men will fuffcr themfelves to abide alwayes under Pupillage, 


| 


When the friend of Philottmus the Phyfician came to him tobe cv-' 


red ofa fore finger, he told him, Heus tu, non tibi cum redurtaeft | 


negottum, he let his finger alone, and told him that his liver was im- 
poftumate ; and he that tels his friend that his countenance is not 


grave enough in the Church, when it may be the man is an Atheift, : 


offers lim a cure that will do-himno good, and to chaftife a 
trifle 1s not a worthy price of that nobleft liberty and ingenuity 
which becomes him that is to heal his brothers foul, But whena 
vice {tains his foul, when he is a fool in his manners, when he is 
proud, and impatient of contradiction, when he difgraces himfelf 
by talking weakly, and yet beleeves himfcelf wife, and above the 
confidence of afober perfon, then it concerns a friend to refcuc 
him from folly. So Soloz reproved Cref#s, and Socrates Alcibia- 
des, and Cyrus chid Cyaxares, and Plato told to Dion that of all things 
in the world he fhould beware of that folly, by which men pleafe 
themfelves ,, and defpife a better judgement: quia et vitio adfidet (olt- 
tudo, Becaule that folly hath in it fingularity, and is directly con- 


trary to all capacitiesof a friendfhip, or the entertainments of ne- | 


ceffary reproof. 8 

3. Ufe not liberty of reproof zn the dayes of forrow and affistti- 
on; for the calamity it felt is cnoughsto chaftife the gayetics of fin- 
ning perfons, andto bring him to repentance; it may be fome- 
times fit to infinuate the mention of the caufe of that forrow, in or- 
der torepentance, andacure: But fevere and biting language is 
then out of feafon, and itis like eas vineger to an enflamed 
and {marting eye, it increafes the anguith, and tempts unto impa- 


tience, In the accidents of a fad perfon, we muft doas Nurfes to | 


their falling children, {natch them up and ftill their cryings, and en- 


tertain their paifion with fome delightfull avocation ; but chide not ]- 


then when the forrowfull man necds to be refrefhed, When Crates 
the Cyc met Demetrius Phalereus inhis banifhment and trouble, he 
went to him and {poke to him friendly, and ufed his Philofophy in 
the minifteries of comfort, and taught him to bear his trouble no- 
bly, and fo wrought upon the criminall, and wilde Demetrius; and 
he moved him to repentance, who if he had becn chidden (as he 
expeGted ) would have fcorn’d che manners of the Cyxic, and ha- 
aha prefence and inftirution ; and Perfeus kil’d Euchus and &x- 
leus, tor reproving his rafhneffe, when he was newly defeated by 
the Romans. 


4. A void 
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SexR.XXV. 4. Avoid all the evil appendages of this liberty: for fince to 


| that may difgrace that vice, and preferve the reputation of the man, 
Ammontus obferving that his Scholars were niceand curious in their 


| upon him when the figne was given with the crowing of the Cock, 


| patience to endure remedy, by miniftring fome pleafure with their 


| counfels, and advifes to our erring Brethren; to which I adde this | 


Fhe Duties of the T ongue. 


reprovea finning Brothcr, is at the beft butan unwelcome and in- 
vidious employment, though it. may alfo be underftood to be fall |: 
of charity ; yet therefore we muft not make it to be hatctull by 
adding reproach, {corn, violent expreffions, fcurrility, derifion, 
or bitter inveétives, Hzeron invited Eptcharmus to {upper, and he 
knowing that Hieron had unfortunately kill’d his friend, replied 
tohis invitation, eAtque nuper cum amticosimmolares non vorafte, 
I think J may come, for when thou didft facrifice thy friends thou 
didft not devour them. This was a bitter farcafme, and might 
with more prudence and charity have been avoyded. They that 
intend charitably and conduét wifcly, take occafions and proper 
{eafons of reproof, they do it by way of queftion and fimilitude, 
by narrative and apologues, by commending fomething in him that 
is good, and difcommending the fame fault in other perfons by way 


dict, and too effeminate for a Philofophicall life, caufed his freed 
man to chaftife his boy for not dining without vinegar, andall the 
while look’d upon the young Gentlemen,and read to them a leture 
of Severity. Thus our deareft Lord reproved St. Peter, he looked 


and fo chid him into a fhowre of penitentiall tears. Some ufe to 
mingle praifes with their reprehenfions, and to invite their friends, 


medicine ; for as no wife man can well indure to be praifed by him 
that knowes not how to difpgaife, and to reprove; foneither will 
they endure tobe reproved by him that knowes not how to praifes 
for reproof from fucha man betrayes too great a love of himfelf, 
and an illiberall {pirit: He that will reprove wifcly, muft efform 
himfelf into all images of things which innocently and wifely hee 
can put on; notby ranging his manners, his principles, and the 
confequences of his difcourie, (as Alcibiades was {uppofed to do ) 
for it is beft to keep the feverity of our own Principles,and the man- 
ner of our own living: for fo Plato lived at Syracufe, juft as he li- 
ved in the Academy; he was the fame Dionyfius that he was to Dion : 
But this ] mean, that he who means to win fouls, and prevail to his 
brothers inftitution, muft as St, Pax! did, efgate and conform him- 
felf to thofe circumftances of living,and difcourfe, by which he may 
prevail ts the perfwafions, by comply irig with the affections and 
ufages of men, | | 


Thefe are the meafures by which we are to communicate our 


laft advice, That no man fhould at that time in which he is reproved 
give counfel and reproof to his Reprover, for that betrayes an an- 
ery {pirit, and makes difcord out of piety, and changes charity into 


wrangling,| | 


_— B | mok meén are fo willing to make ufe, fo 


| ly do no 
: _ evil as fuffer none, be as defirous of heaven as of a a ‘ife on 
Li 


Sa. XXV; 


a | urto ir ts perfwade men to be Phyfitians, becaufe there is no need 
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) ss att,thofe I mean who ought to 
_. | bereproved,they are to remember,that themfelves give penfions to 
{the Preacher on purpofe to be reproved if they thaif ed i 
}°"7}God hath inftiruted a holy Order of men to that very purpofe * j 
|* > | that they fhould be feverally cold ofall that is amiffe * , that them- 
{° tfelves chide their children and their fervants for their good, and 
that they may amend *,!and that the} endure thitft to cure their 
dropfies*, that they fuffer burnings to ptevent the gangrenes *, 
jand endure the cutting off a limbe to preferve their lives *, and 
“i therefore that it isa ftrange witchctaft and a prodigious folly, that 
___ |at fo eafie a mortification as the fuffering of a plain friendly re- 
4° | proof, they will nor fet forward their intereft of heaven, and {uffet 
{| themfelves co be fet forward in their hopes of heaven: | 
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- Efe, fed at valeas multa dolenda feras. a 


And when all temember that flattery and importune filence fuffer 
the mi hty to perith like fools and inconfiderate perfons, it ought 
. _ | t0.awake our {pirits, and make us to attend to the admonitions of a 
|. .| ftiend, with a filencegreat as midnight; and watchfull as a widows]. 
{° Jeyes. Ie was a ftrange thing that Valentinian fhould in the midft of 
AS fo many Chriftian Prelates make a law to eftablith Polygamy, and 
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Ss. XXV. | this, that he had afon bya fecond wife; the firft being alive and not A 
divorc’d, and he left him heir of a great part of the Empire; and| — 
what the effeét of that wasto his foul, God whois his judge beft 
knows. oe | ee 

If now at laft it be inquir’d whether every man is bound to re- 

prove every man, if he fins, and if he converfe with him > I an{wer, 

chat if ic fhould be fo, it were to no purpofe, and therefore for it 
there is no commandement ; ‘every man that can may inftruct him 
that wants it; but every man may not reprove him that isalready 
inftructed; that is an a& of charity,for which there are no meafures, 
but the others neceffity, and his own opportunity ; but this is alfo an 

a& of difcipline, and muft in many cafes f{uppofe an authority ; and 

in all cafes fuch a liberty as is not fit to be permitted tomean, and 

ignorant,and inferiour perfons ; I end this with the faying of a wife 
pie advifing to every one concerning the ufe of the tongue, aut} 
ucrentur vitam loquendo, aut tacendo abfcondant [cientiam ; if they| 

{peak, let them minifter to the good of fouls; if they {peak not, 

let them minifter to fobriety ; in the firft they ferve the end of cha- 

rity, in the other of humility, ae 
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To the right Honourable and truly Noble; 
Ricuarp Lord VaucuHan, 
Earl of (Carbery,Baron of Emlin,and Molingar, 
Knight of the Honourable Order 
ofthe Bath. 


Now prefent to your Lord> 
Jhip a Copy of thofe Sermons 
the publication of which was 
fat defigned by the appetites 
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Wy ard, TAN of that hunger and thirft 


jf Yl tae of righteoufnefle, whith} . 
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LISS A AG|\| made your Dear Lady (that 

_ rare foul) fo: dear to God, 

that he was pleafed fpeedily to fatishe herby carry- 

ing her from our {hallow and impure cifterns to drink: 
out of the fountains of our Saviour. My Lord,| 

I fhall but prick your tender eye, if I fhall remind 

your Lordfhip, bow diligent a hearer; bow carefull 
2 -  are-} 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. | 


a recorder, how prudent an obferver, bow fedulous 

a prachfer of holy difcourfes fhe was, and that there. 

fore it was, that what did fide thorow. ber ear, fhe} 

was deftrous to place before her eye, that by thofe| | 
xindows they might enter in and dwellin ber beart: : 
But becaufe by th truth I fhall do advantage to the 
following difcourfes, give me leave (my Lord ) to 


__| 


fancy, that this Book’ derived upon your Lord- 
-[/hip almoft in the nature of a legacy from her, whofe 
levery thing was dearer to your Lordfbip, then your 
own eyes, and that what fhe was pleafed to beleeve 
apt to minifter to her devotions, and the religions of 
her pious and difcerning foul, may alfo be allowed a 
place in your clofet, and a portion of your retirement, 
and a lodging in your thoughts, that they may tncou- 
rage and inftrutt your prathfe, and promote that in- 
[tere/t, which tsand ought to be dearer to you then 
all thofe blefings and feparations with which God 
\bathremarked your family and perfor, = 
«My Lord, Iconfeffe the publication of thefe 
Sermons can fo Wee loe the ends of my reputatt- 
on; that 1 am therefore pleafed the rather to dott ;. 
-|becaufeI cannot at all be tempted, in fo doing, to 
{ minifler toany thing of vanity, Sermons may pleafe 
when they firft firike the ear, and yet appear flat and 
ignorant when they are offered to the eye, and toan 
underflanding that can confidcr at leifure. I remem- 
ber that ayoung Gentleman of Athens being to an- 
[wer for bis life, hired an Orator to make his de- 
ence, and it pleafed him well, at bis firft reading 3} 


nt 


oa 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. | 
but when the young man by often reading it that he 
might recite it publikely by beart,began to grow wea-| 
ry difpleafed with it,the Orator bade him confider 
that the Fudges andthe people were .to hear it but 
once, and then it was likely, they at that prft ioftant 
might be as well pleafed as he. T his hath oftenrepre- 
Jcnted to my minde the condition and fortune of Ser- 
mons, and that I now part with the advantage they| 
had in their delivery. but I have Jufficiently anfwe- oS 
red my felf in that, and am at-reft perfettly in my 
thoughts as to that particular, if I can in any degree 
erve the intereft of fouls,and( which is next to that) 
obey the piety, and record. the memory of that dear 
Saint, whofe name and whofe foul is bleffed : for in| - 
both the/e miniSteries, doubt not but your Lordfhip 
will be pleafed,and account as if I bad done alfofome| 
Service to your felf : your Religion makes me fure of 
the firft, and your Piety puts the later past my fears. 
How:ver, Lfuppofe in the whol account of this af- 
fair,this publication may be efleemed but tke preach- 
ing to.a numerous Auditory, which if I had done, it| 
would have been called either duty, or charity, and 
therefore will not now fo readily be cenfured for va- 
| aty,tf L make ufeof all the wayes I can to minister to 
the good of fouls: But becaufe my intentions are fair 
in themfelves,and I bope are acceptable to God,and 
will be fairly expounded by your Lordjhip, ( whom| 
for fo great reajon Lo much value) I fhall not trou- 
ble you or the world with an Apologie for this fofree 
pibh/bing my weakneffes. Ican better fecure my re>| 
a | | —— putation 
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putation by telling men how they ought to entertain 
Sermons, for tf they that read or bear,do their duty 
aright,the Preacher fhallfoon be fecured of bis fame, 
and untouched by cenfure. | 

1. For st were well, if men would not inquire af e 


to the earé or fancy, but obferve its ufefulneffe, not 
what concerns the preacher,but what concerns them- 
elves, not what may make a'vain refleftion upon 
him, but what may fubftantially ferve their own 
needs that the attending to bis difcourfes may not be 
ent in-vain talk concerning him, or bis difparage- 
ments,but may be ufed as a 5 and a part of rele - 
on, to minifler to edification and inftruttion. When 
5S. Fobn reckoned the principles of evil aftions, he 
| told but of three, The luft of the fleth, the luft of 
the eyes,and the pride of life. But there was then 
alfo in the world (and now it ts grown into age, and 
rength, and fattion) another luff, the luft of the 
ear, and afift alfo, the luftofthetongue. Some 
people have an tnfatiable appetite in cate and 
hear only that they may hear, and talk,and make a 
party : They enter into their neighbours houfe to kin- 
dle their candle, and efpying there a glaring fire, 
fit down upon the hearth and warme themfelves all 
day, and forget their errand,and in the mean time, 
their own fires are not lighted, nor their families in- 
ruled, or provided ra nor any need ferved, but 
a lazte pleafure, which is ufeleffe and impudent. 
fearing or reading [ermons 15, 0r ought to be inor- 


der 


ter the learning of the fermon, or its delicioufneffe | 


—-— 


der toprathife, for fo God intended it, that faith 
fhould come by hearing, and tbat charity fhould 
come by faith, and by both together we may be faved. 
For amans ears (as Plutarch cals them ) are vir- 
tutum anfz, by them we are to hold and apprehend 
vertue, and tnlejfe we ufe them asmen do veffels of 
difbonour, filling them with things fit to be thrown 
away, with any thing that 1 not neceffary, we are by 
them more neerly brought to God,then by all the fen- 
Jes befde. For although things placed before the 
eye affect the minde more readily then the things we 
| ufually hear, yet the reafon of that s, becaufe we hear 
carelefly, and we hear variety; the. fame fpecies 
dwels upon the eye, and reprefents the fame obyett in 
union and fingle reprefentment, but the objetts of the 
ear are broken into fragments of periods,and words, | 
and [yllables, and muft be attended with a carefull\ 
| reed agri. 5 and becaufe every thing diverts the| 
found, and every thing cals off the underftanding, | 
and the fpirit of 4 man ws truantly and trifling.there- | 
fore itis,that what men hear,does Jolittle affect them, 
and fa weakly work toward the purpofes of vertue,<r 
yet nothing does fo affett the minde of mian,as thofe 
voices to which we cannot chufe but attend, ¢ thun-| 
_|der andallloud voices from Heaven rendthe moft 
fony heart,and makes the moft obftinate pay to God, 
the homage of trembling, and fear, and thefill\ 
| voice of God ufually. takes the tribute of love, and 
- \cbotce, and obedience. Now fince hearing 1 fo ef-|. 
ettive aninftrument of conveying impreffes and tma- 
oo ges 
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ges of things,and exciting purpofes,and pxing re[o- 
lutions, ( unle/s we bear weakly and imperfeétly 
lit will be of the greater concernment that we be cu: 


in fancy and fpeculation;in plea/ures and trifling ar- 
refts, which continue the foul in its fancy and child- 
hood, never letting it go forth into the wifdom and 


fous of Sicily, that being-delighted extreamly witha 
|eALinflrel that fung well, and truck his Harp 
| dexteroujly, a to give hima great reward, 
and that raifed the fancy of the Man, > made him 
play better. But when the mufick was done,and the 


| bim empty, telling him, that be fhould carry away as 
much of the promfed reward, as bimfelf did of the 
Mufick,and that he had payed him ufficiently with 
the pleafure of the ty hs for the pleafure of bis 
Jong : both their ears had been equally celighted,and 


ing Sermons, they admire the Preacher, and he, 
pleafes their ears, and- neither of them both bear a- 


{long with them any good,and the hearer hath as little| 


good by the Phileas as the Preacher by the ayr of 


cond caution I dehre all men would takes. © 
2. T bat they may never trouble the affairs of prea 
ching and bearing refpethively, with admiring the 
| = ae perfon 


rious to hearin order to {uch purpofes, which vi tae - 
| fetive of the'foul,-and of the fpirit, and not to dwell| 


|vertues of aman. I have read concerning Diony-| 


man waited for bis great hope, the King difmiffed| | 


the profit sufi none at all : Soit 1 in many mnsh ear-|\ 


the peoples breath, when they make anoife, and ad-\ 
mire, and underfland not. cAnd that alfoi s a fe- a 
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perfon of any man. Toadmire a preacher ts fuch a 
reward of his pains or worth, as if you fhould crown 
a Conqueror with a garland of rofes, or a Bride with 
Laurell . it 8 an undecency, 1t 18 no part of the re- 
ward which could be intended for him, For though it 
be a good natur'd folly,yet it bath in it much danger, 
for by that means, the Preacher may lead his hear- 
ers captive, and make them fervants of a faction, 
or of alust, it makes them/fo much the leffe-to be 
Servants of (brit, by how much they call any man 
Matter upon earth ; it weakens the heart and 
hands of others, it places them/elyes in a rank much 
below their proper ftation, changing from hearing 
the word of God,to admiration of the perfon and 
faces of men, and it being a fault that falls upon 
the more eafte natures and fofter underflandings, 


| does more eafily abufe aman, and though fuch a 


perfon may have the good fortune to admire a good 
man and a wife, yetit 1s an ill difbofition, and makes 
bim lable to every mans abufe: Stupidum ho- 
minem quavis oratione percelli, /atd Heraclitus. 
eAn undifcerning perfon is apt to be coxened by 
every oration: eAnd befides this, That ‘treacher 
whom fome do admire, others will moft certainly en.| 
vy; and that alfo 18 to be provided againft with dil- 
gence, anayou muft not admire too forwardly, tor 
your own fake, lef you fall into the hands of a—|- 
worfe preacher, and forhis fake, whom when you 


| admire you alfo love, or others wil be apttoenuy bin. 
| 3» But that muft by all men be avoided ; for enuy 


a 
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is the worft counfellour in the world, and the worft 
hearer of awife difcourfe. I pity thofe men who live 
upon flattery and wonder, and while they fit at the 
oot of the Dotlours chair, ftare in hus face, and cry 
ingitadsSusdreonectos, rarely {poken, admirably done, 
they are like callow and unfeathered birds, gaping 
perpetually to be fed from anothers mouth, and they 
never come to the knowledge of the truth, fuch 
a knowledge as ws effective, and expreffed in a pru- 
dent and holy life. But thofe men that enyy the 
| preacher, befides that they are great enenes of the 
| Holy Ghoft,and are /pitefully evil, becaufe God ts 


good to him, they are alfo enenues to themfelves. 


envies for bi own fake, and he would fain be rich 
with that wealth which fweats in bis neighbours cof- 
fers;but be that envies him that makes good fermons,| 
envies bimfelf,and is angry becaufe bim[elf may re- 
ceive the benefit, and be improved, or delighted, 
or inftructed by another. He that is apt fondlyto ad- 
mire any mans perfon, muft cure bimfelf by confide- 
ring, that the Preacher ts Gods minifter (9 fervant, 
that he fheaks Gods word and does tt by the Divine 
afiiStance,that he hath nothing of bis own but fin and 
imperfettion, that he does but his duty ana that alfo 
hardly enough, that be is highly anfwerable for bis 
talent; and flands deeply barged with the cure o 

fouls,and therefore that be is to be highly efteemed 
for the work fake, not for the perfon , bis induhry 
and bis charity is to be beloved,pis ability is to be ac- 

| —. counte 


| He that envies the honours, or the riches of another,| 
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| counted upon another flock, and for it, the preacher 
and the hearer are both togive God thanks; but no- 
thimg is due to the man tor that, fave only, that it 
is the rather tobe imployed,becau/e Ly it we may bet- 
ter be infirutled, but if any other reflettion be made 
upon bis perfon, it 15 next. to the fin and danger of 
Herod and the people, when the fine Oration was 
Made uf mis oafacat, with huge fancy ,the people were 
pleafed, and Herod was admired, and God was an- 
gry, and an Angel was fent to ftrike him with death | . 
and with difbonour.But the envy againft a preacher 
15 to be cured by acontrary dsfcourfe,and we muft re- 
member that be ws in the place of God, and hath re- 
ceived the gift of God, > the aids rf the holy Ghoft, 
that by his abilities God u glorified, and we are tn- 
firutted, and the interefts of vertue and holy religi- 
on are promoted, that by this means God,who de- 
erves that all fouls fhould ferve him for ever.is like- 
ly to have a fairer barveft of glory and fervice, and 
therefore thatenvy is againft him : that if we envie 
becaufe we are not the inftrument,of this good to o-| 
thers, we.muft confider that. we defre the praifeto| — 
our felvesnot toGod. Admiration of a nian [up- 
pofes bim.to be inferiour to the perfon fo admired, but 
then bets pleafed fo to be, but envie fuppofes him az 
low,and he is difpleafed at it,and the envious mans 
not only leffe then the otber mans verte, but alfo 
contrary.: the former is a vanity,but this isa vice, 
that wants wifdome,but this wants wildome and 


charity too,that fuppofes an abfence of fome good; 
Po, te - but 


™ 
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but this is a direét affisttion and calamity, 
4. And after all this,if the preacher be not defpi-| | 
Jed, he may proceed cheerfully in doing his duty and 
the hearer may have fome advantages by every Ser- 
mon. remember that Homer Jayes the woers of Pe-| 
nelope laught at — at bis return he cals 
led for aloaf, and did not to fhew bis gallantry, call 
or fwords > [pears,Ubyffes was fo wife as to call for 
that he needed, and had it,and it did bim more good | 
then a whole armory would in his cafe: fo is the plai- 
neft part of an eafte, and honeft fermon, it ts the fin-| 
cere milk of the word, and nourifhes a mans foul, 
though reprefented in its own natural Jimplicity,and 
‘there is hardly any Orator, but Jou may finde occaft- 
on to prasfe fomething of him. When Plato mifltked 
the order ¢ difpofttion of the Oration of Lofias, yet| 
be praifed the good wards, and the elocution of the 
man Euripides was commended for his fulnefs,P ar 
mentdes for bis compofition, F bocilides for his eaft- 
neffe, Archtlocus for his argument, § ophocles for the 
‘| unequalneffe of bis file: So may men praife their 
Preacher, he fpeaks pertinently, or he contrives wit- 
tily,or he [peaks comely ,or the man is pious,or chari- 
table.or he hath a good text,or he fheaks plainly,or he 
is not tedtous,or if he be,he is at leaft induftrious,or be 
is the meflenger of God and that will not fail ws, and 
| fet us love dim for that.and we know thofe that lowe 
can eaftly commend any thing, becaufe thex like ewery 
|th-ng: and they Ja, fair menare like angels,and the 
| black are manly, and the pale look like honey and the 
| 7 . ftars 


. ) | : 
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| flars, and the crook-nofed are like the fons of Kings, 
| and tf they be flat,they are gentle and eahe, and if 
| they be deformed, they are humble,¢x not to be defpi- 

Sed,becaufe they have upon them the impreffes of drvi= 
nity, and they are the fons of God. He that defpifes 
his Preacher,ws a bearer of arts and learning,not of 
_| the word of God,and though when the word of (od 1s 
Jet off with advantages and entertainments of the 
better faculties of our humility, tt 1s more ufefull and 
of more effect, yet when the word of God 1 Jpoken 
truly, though but readin plain language,tt will be- 
come the difciple of Fefusto love that man whom 
God fends,and the publike order, and the laws bave 
imployed, rather then to defpife the weakneffe of him 
who delivers a mighty word. 

T hus itis fit that men fhauld be affected and imploy- 
ed when they bear and read Jermons,comming hither 
not asinto a theatre, where men obferve the geftures 
and notfes of the people,the brow > eyes of the moft 
bufie cenfurers,and make parties, and go afide with 
them that diflikeevery thing, or elfe admire not the 
| things, but the perfons: But asto afacrifice,c> as 
‘unto a {chool, where vertne 13 taught (> exercifed, 
[and none come but [uch as pat themfelves under di- 
fcipline, and intend to grow wifer, and wore. vertuous 
‘| to appease thetr pafien, ‘from. violent. to, becomes 
|/mooth and even,to have their faith eftablifhed, and 
| their hope confirm'd,¢> their charity enlarged-T bey, 
| that are otherwife affetted do not do their pa if 
| they defo minded as they ought, I and all men of my 
ca imployment 
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imployment hall be fecured againft the tongues and| 


faces of men who are ingenioliin alieno libro, wit- 
ty toabufe and undervalue another mans book: And 
yet bepdes thefe fpirituall arts already reckoned, I 
have.one fecurity more, for ( unleffe I decerve my 
felf ) Lintend the glory of God fincerely,and the [er- 
vice of Fe/us inthis publication, and therefore being 
I do not feek my (elf; or my own reputation, I 
fhallnot be troubledif they be lottin the voyces o 

bufte people, fothat I be accepted of God, and found 
of him in the day of the Lords vifttation. 


My Lord, It was your charity and nobleneffe that 
gave me opportunity to do this lervice(little or great ) 
unto religion, and whoever thall finde any advantage | 
ro their foul, by reading the following difcourfe,if they | 
know how to bleffe God, and to bleife all them that 
are Gods inftruments in doing them benefit, will (I 
| hope helpto procure bleffings to your Perfon and Fa- 
mily,and fay a holy prayer,and name your Lordfhip in 
their Letanies,& remember, that at your own charges 
you have digged a well,and placed cifterns in the high 
wayes, that they may drink arid be refrefhed,and their 
fouls may bleffe you: “My Lord, Ihope this, even be- 
| caufe { very much defireit,and becaufe you exceeding- | _ 
ly deferve.it,and above all,becaufe God is goud and gra- |. 
cions,and lovesto reward lucha charity,and fuch a re- 
|ligion asis yours, by which you have imployed mein 
the fervice of God. and in minifteriesto your Family. 
|My Lord, Jam moft heartily; and for very many Dear 

obligations, = : (3 


—..., Your Lordfbips moft obliged, 

. +7 wmtoft bumble, - | 
and moft affectionate 

| UN fervant 
> 3 TaAayYLOr. 


ALTA SETS SS SE EEL RE SSM 


Titles of the Sermons, their Order, Num- 


. ber, and Texts. 


SErmon 1.2, Of the Spirit of Grace. Folio 1.1421 

Rom. 8. ver.9. 10, 

Bat ye ave not in the flefh, but in the Spirit if fo be that the Spirit of 
God dwellin you, Now if any man bave not the Spirit of Cn if, he 
js non? of his. * And of Chrift bein you, th: cody is dead becanfe of 
fin, but the Spirit islifs, becaufe of rightesufneffe, 

Sermon 3.4. The defcending and entailed curfe cut off. fol. 27.40. 

Exodus 20, part of the 5. verfe. 

I the Lord thy God am a jeslous Go, viliting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon she childven,wnio the tiird and fourth generation of them that 

haste me. 

6. And fhewing mercy unto thoufands of them thet love me, and keep 
my commande ents, | 

Sermon 5. 6, The invalidity ofa late, or death-bed repentance. | 

| fal. 52. 66. 
| Jerem. 13. 16. 

Give glory to the Lord your God, before he canfe darkneff:, aud before 
you feet fumble upon the dark mountains: and wile ye lock for 
light, or, (lef? while ye look for light ) he fall ture tt into the fhaaow 
of death, and meake it gr ofs darkxelfe. | 

Sermon 7. 8, The deceitfulnetie of the heart, fol. 80,92. 
Jeremy 17. 9. | 

The heart is deceit full above al th.ngs, aud defperatcly wicked, who ean 

know it ? : 

Sermon g. 10.11. The faith and patience of the Saints: Or the 
righteous caufe opprefled. fol. 104, 119. 133° 

| 1 Pet. 4.17. | 

For the time is come that judgement mt begin at the houfeof God : and 
af it firfl begin at ws, what foallthe end be of them that obey not the 
Gofpel of God ? | i 
18, And tf the righteous (carcely be faved, where foall the ungodly and 
the finner appear? | | | : 

Sermon 12, 13. The mercy of the Divine judgements; or Gods 

- method tn curing finners, _ fol. 146. 159- 

| : Romans 2. 4. | 
Defpifel thou the riches of bis goodne(fe, and forbearance and long- 
fuffering, not knowing that the goodneffe of God leadeth thee to re- 
peatance ¢ : 


Sermon 


eo 


~ Titles of the Sermons, their Order, and Number. 


Sermoni4, 15. Of growethin grace, with its proper inftruments 
and fignes, | fol. 172, 183. 
| 2 Pet. 3,18 | 
But grow in grace, and inthe knowledge of the Lord fefus Chriit, to 

whom be clory both now and for ever, Amen, | 
Sermon 16.17. Ofgroweth in fin, or the feverall ftates and de- 
grees of finners, with the manner how they are to be treated, 
| fol. 197, 210, 

Jude Epift. ver. 22, 23. 

And of fome have compaffion , waking a difference: % And others 
fave with fear, pulling them out of the fire. | 
Sermon 18, 19, The foolith exchange, fol. 224. 239. 

_ Matth. 16. ver. 26. | 
For what is aman profited, if he foal! cain the whole world, and lofe bis 
own foul? or what (hall a man geve in exchange for his foul ? 
Sermon 20. 21.22. The Serpent and the Dove, ora difcourfe of 
- Chriftian Prudence. - | fol, 251, 262, 274. 
Math. 10. ater part of ver, 16. 
Be ye therefore wife as ferpents, and harmeleffe as doves, 


Sermon 23, 24. Of Chriftian fim plicity. | 289. 301, 
Matth. 10. leter part of ver. 16, 
And harmeleffe as doves, 
Sermon 25. 26.27, The miracles of the Divine Mercy, fo/. 313. 
| : 327. 3.0, 
Pfal. 85. 5. 


For thon Lord art good and ready to forgive, and plenteousin mercy to all 
them that call upon thee. a 

A Funeral] Sermon, preached at the Obfequies of the Right Ho- 
nourable the Countelle of Carbery. fol. 357. 

| 4 2 Sam. I4. 14. 

Fer we ma ft needs die, and are as water [pilt on the ground whith cannct 

be gathered up again: westher dothGod refprd any perfin: yet doth he 

devise means that his bamfhed be wot expelled from him, 

A Difcourfe ofthe Divine Inftitution, neceflity, facrednefle, and 
feparation of the Office Minifteriall. 


Sermon 1. 
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B} Sermon, I. 
VW HITSVNDAY 


SPIRITOF GRACE 


Romans 8: 9, to. 


But ye are not inthe flefb, but inthe Spirit, if fo bethatthe 
Spirit of God dwellin yon. Now if any man bave not 
the Spirit of Chrift, be is none of bis. * Andif Chrift be 
in you, the body is dead becan(e of fiu,but the Spirit is life, 
becaufe of rigbteonfncffe; 8 5. sa | 


Yt He day,in whichthe Church commemorates the 
RaN\: defcent of the Holy Ghoft upon the A poftles, was 
@AX the firft beginning of the Gofpel of Jeftis Chrift. 
@ This was the firft day thae the Religion was pro- 
We felled: now the Apoftles firlt opencd their com~ 
Be mniflion, and readittoall the people. [Te Lord 
| -- gave hw Spirit] or [ the Lord gave his word | and 
great was the company of the Preachers, Forfol make bold to ren- 
der that prophefie of David: .Chrift was the word of God, ver bunk: 
aternum, but the Spirit was the word of God, verbant Patefacum :: 
E | Chrift was the word manifefted in the flefh; the Spirit was the word | 
manifefted to fi-(h, and fetin dominionover, and ‘in hoftility a- 
gainft the flefh. The Gofpel and the Spirteare the fame thing; not 
'm fubftance 5. but the mszifeftation of the Spirit is the Gofpel of |. = 
4efus Chrift; and becaufehe was this day manifefted, . she Gofpel | Rom ®-2- 
was this day fir{t preached, and it becamea law tous, called * — 
Ne 3 -_ we Ae et oe kee AMT on. . 
LL 


’ we, 
SZ 


of the Spirit of Grace: 


law of the Spirit of fe, thatis, alaw taught us by the Spirit, lead-( A 
ing us to life eternal. But the Gofpel iscalled the Spirit, 1. Becaufe 
it contains init {uch glorious myfteries which were revealed by 
the immediate infpirations of the Spirit, not only in the matter 
it felf, but alfo in the manner and powers to apprehend them: For 
what power of humane underftanding could have found out, 
the incarnation of a God$ that two natures [: a finite, and an in- 
| finite] could have been concentred into one hy poftafis(or perfon): 
that a virgin fhould bea Mother, that dead men fhould live again, 
that the xrss éséay avdérJor,theafhes of diflolved bones fhould become | 
bright as the Sun, bleffed as the Angels, {witt in motion as thought, | B 
clear asthe pureft Noone: that God fhould fo love us, as to be 
willing to be reconciled to us, and yet that himfelf muft dye 
that he might pardon us: that Gods moft Holy Son fhould 
give us his body toeat, and his bloud tocrown our chalices, and 
his Spirit to fan@tifie our fouls, to turn our bodics into temperance, 
our fouls into xindes, out mindes into Spirit, our Spirit into 
glory: that he who can give us allthings, whois Lotd of Men 
"|and Angels, and King of all che Creatures fhould pray to God for 
us without intermiffion : that he who reigns over all the world,| _ 
fhould at the day of judgement give up the kingdom to God theFa- | C 
‘ther,and yet after this refignation,him({elfand we with him,fhould 
for ever raign the more glorioufly: that we fhould be juftified by 
Faith in Chrift; and that charity fhould be a part of faith; and that 
both fhould work as aéts of daty, and as aGs of relation : that God 
fhould Crown the imperfect indeavours of his Saints with glory, 
and that a humane act drould be rewarded with an eternal inheri- 
tance : that the wicked for the tranfient pleafure of a few minutes 
fhould be tormented with an abfolute stator | of pains: that the 
waters of baptifme when they are hallowed bythe Spirit thall 
purge the foul from fin: and thatthe Spirit of man thall be nou- | p 
rifhed with the confecrated and my {terious elements : and that any | 
fuch nourifhment fhould bring a man up to heaven: and after all 
this, that all Chriftian People, a that will be faved muft be psr- 
takers of the Divine nature; of the Nature, theinfinite nature of 
God, and;muft dwell in Chrift, and Chrift muft dwell in them,and 
they mutt be in the Spirit, and the Spirit muft be for ever in them 5 
thefe are articles of fo my fterious a Philofophy,that we could have 
inferred them from no premifes,difcoursd them upon the {tock of 
nonaturall, or {cientifiea] principles ; nothing but God, and Gods 
Spirtteould have tanght them to us: and therefore the Gofpel is | F 
Spiritus patofaitys, the manifeftation of the Spirit ad edificationem| - 
(asthe Apoftle callsit’) for edification and building us up tobea 
Holy Templetothe Lord. - : ° 

' 2 But when we had been taughtall thefe myfterious arti- 
|eles, wecould not by any humane power have uaderftood ehem, 


unlefle 


. OF the Spirit of Grace. | 3 


A | unleffe the {pirie of God had givenus a new light, and created in us | SERML, 

a new capacity, and made us to be anew creature, of another def- 
| nition, 4aimalss homo, 1Jx12@-, that is, as S. Jude expounds the word 
avedus ud tyr, the animal, or the natural man, the man that bath net 
the Spirit cannot difcern the things of Godfor they are fpiritually difcern- 
ed, thatis, not to be under{tood but by the light proceeding from 
the Sun of righteoufnelle, and by that cye whofe bird is the Holy 
Dove, whofeCandleisthe Gofpel: —_- 


i Cor,2. 14. 


Scio incapacem te facramentt, Imspie . Prodent. 
Non poffe ceccis mentibws sy flerinm 


Hanrire no firune: nil dinrvum nex eapit, 


He that thall difcourfe Euclids elements to a fwine,:or preach 
(as Venerable Bede's {tory reports of him )to a rock,. or talk 
Metaphyficks toa Bore, willas much prevail upon his affembly 
as S, Peter, and S. Paul could do upon sacircamet{ed hearts end 
ears, upon the indifpofed Greeks» and prejudicate gir An 
Ox will relith the tender flefh of Kids with as much guft and 
appetite, asan unfpirituall, and unfanctified man, will dothe 
difcourfes of Angels, or of an Apoftle, if he fhowd e¢ome to 
preach the fecrets of the Gofpel. And we finde it true bya fad 
experience. How many times doth God fpeak. tows by his fer- 
vants the Prophets, by his Son, by his Apoftles, by fermons, 
by fpitienal books, by thoufands of homilies, and arts of coun- 
fel and infinuation; and we fit as unconcerned asthe pillars ofa 
Church, and hear the fermons asthe Achenians did a{tory, or as 
‘we read agazet: and ifeveritcome to pafle that we tremable.as 
Felix did, when we hear a fad ftory of death,. of righteou{ne//e, 
and judgement to come, then we putit.off' to another Wme, or we 
forget it, and think we:had nothing to do but ta-xive the good 
| man ahearing, and (as Anaoharlis {aidjof the Greeks, they ufed 
money for nothing but to. caft account withall 5. fo) qur hearers 
make ufe of fermons atd difcourfes Evangelical ;'batto fll up| 
void {paces of our time;-to help to tell. an-hour with, or with-. 
out tediou{neffe: The zeafon of. this is.a fad cqandemnation to 
uch perfons; they have not yet entertained the Spirit of God, 
they are in darknefle: ‘they were wathed ia water, but never 
baptized with the Spivie; for theft things are pirituallydifcereed. 
“They would think the Preacher rude, if he fhould {ay they are. nat 
‘Chriftians, they are not within the Covenant of the Gofpel: but: 
\4t is certein chat re of Manifafletion is not yetaponthem 5 

aod that is the firft effet of the Spirit, whereby. we. can becal-; 
led fons of God, or relatives of Chrift. If wedo netapprehend, | 
and greedily fuck inthe precepts - ithe holy Ditipline.as apsly : 
e | ‘ ee 
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velts, we havenothing butthe Name of Chriftians; but we are 
no more fuch really, then Mandrakes aremen, or {punges are li- 
ving creatures, | | | 
3. The Gofpel is called Spirit , becaufe it confifts cf Spiri- 
tual Promifes, and Spiritual precepts,and makes all men that em- 
braceit, truly to be Spiritual men: and therefore S. Paul addes 
an Epithete beyond this, calling it 4 quickcseing Spirit, that is, it puts 
life into our Spirits, whichthelawcouldnot. The law bound us 
to punifhment, but did not helpeusto obedience, becaufe it gave 
not the promife of Eternal life to its Difciples. The Spérir, that is,tbe 
Gofpel only does this: and this alone is it which comforts affi- 
&ed mindes, which puts activenefle into wearied Spirits, which 
inflames our cold defires,and does ¢ra{«7vpéiv blowes up {parks into 
live coles, and colesup toflames, and flames, to perpetual burn- 
ings: and it is impofhble that any man who beleeves, and 
confiders the great, the infinite, the unfpeakable, the unimagi- 
nable, the never ceafing joyes, that are prepared forall the fons 
and daughters of the Gofpel fhould not defire thems andun- 
leffe he be a fool, hecannot but ufe means to obtain them, ef- 
fective, hearty purfuances. For it is not dire@ly. in the nature 
ofa manto neglect fo great a good; there muft be fomething in his 
manners; fome obliquity in his will, or madneffe in his intelle@u- 
‘als, or incapacity in his naturals that muft make him fleep 
fuch a reward away, or.change it for the pleafure of a drunken 
feaver , orthe vanity of a Miftrefle, or the rage of a-paflion , 
‘Tor the wnreafonableneffe ofany fin. However; this promife isthe 
‘| life of allour ations, and the Spirit that firft taughe it is the life of 
fourfouls: ~~. -- . — 
4. But beyond this, isthe reafon which is the confummation 
of all the faithfull.. The*Gofpel iscalled the Sprit, becaufe by, 


manifeflation,that is, of inftruction andof Catechifme, of faith and 
confident aflent; but the Spirit of Confirmation or obfignetion to all 
| them that bélieve and obey the Gofpel of Chrift; that is.the power 
of God is come upon our hearts, by which in an admirable manner 
‘we are made fure of a glorious inheritance; made fure ( I fay ) in 
the nature of the thing; and our own perfwafions al fo are confirm- 
ed with an éxcellent, acomfortable, adif{cerning and areafonable 
| hope : in the:ftrength of which, and by whofe ayde, as wedo not 
doubt of the performance of the promife:. fo we vigoroufly pur- 
fae all the parts of the condition, and are inabled to work all the 
| work of God, {6 as not to be affrighted with fear,or fedaced by va~ 
- 1 nity, or opprefled by luft, or drawn off. by evil example, or abufed 
| by riches, or imprifon'd by ambition and fecular defignes: This 
| the Spirit:of God does work in all his Servants 3, and is a 

= a | g fF 


as Merchants dodifcourfe of gain, or Farmers of fairhar-| A 
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and in the Gofpel, God hath given to us not only the Spiret of 
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A | the {pirit of obfiguation, or the confirming {pirit, becaufe it confirms {SeRml. 
our hope, and affures our title to life eternall; and by means of it, 
and other itscollateral affiftances, it alfo confirms us in our duty, 
that we may not only. profeffe in word, but live lives according 
tothe Gofpel. And this is the fenfe: of [ the Spirit ] mention d in 
the Text: ye ave not in the flefh, but inthe Spirit, if fobe that the 
Spirit of God dwellin yeu: Thatis, if ye be made partakers of the 
Gofpel, or of the [pir it of manifeftation, if ye be truly intitled to 
God, and have receiued the promife of the Father, then are ye 
not carnal men; ye are fpiritaal, yearein the fpirit: if ye have 
B | the Spirit in one fenfe to any purpofe, ye have It alfo in another : 
ifthe Spirit bein you, youare init: if ithath given you hope, it 
hath alfo inabled and afceraind your duty. For the Spirit of mani- 
feflation will but upbraid you in the thame and horrours of afad 
eternity, if: you have not the Spirit of obfignation: if the. Holy 
Ghoft be not come upon you to great purpofes of holineffe, all 
other pretencesare yain, ye are ftsllinthe fl:(b, which thall never iz- 
herit th: kingdome of Goa, . ne 
Inthe Spirit ] thatis, inthe power of the fpirits; fothe Greeks 
call him %73sov who is poffefled by a fpirit, whom God hath filled 
C| withacoeleftial immiffion ; he ts faid to be i# Ged, when God is sx 
him: and it isa‘fimilitude taken from perfons encompafled with 
guards : they are é# cuflodia,that is,in their power under their com- 
mand, moved at their difpofe, they reft in their time, and receive 
laws from their authority, and admit vifiters whom they appoint, 
and muft be imployed as they fhall fuffer: fo aremen who are in 
the Spirit, thatis, they beleeve as he teaches, they work as he in- 
ables, they choofe what he calls good, they are friends of his 
friends, and they hate with his hatred: with this only difference, 
that perfonsincuftody, are forced to do what their keepers pleafe, 
D and nothing is free but their wills : but they that are under the com- 
mand of theSpirit, do all things which the Spirit commands, but 
they dothem cherefully : and their will is now the prifoner, butit 
is in Isher é cnftod:é, the will is where it ought to be, and where it de- 
firesto be, and it cannot eafily choofe any thing elfe, becaufe it is 
extreamly in love with this: asthe Saints and Angels in their {tate 
of Beatific vifion, cannot choofe but love God: and yer the liberty 
_ | of their choice isnot leffen’d, becaufe the object fils all the capaci- 
ties of the will, and the under{tanding, Indifferency toan objectis 
the loweft degree of liberty,.and fuppofes unworthinefle, or defect 
in the object, or the apprehenfion: but the will is then the freeft 
and moft perfect th its operation, whenit intirely purfues a good | 
with fo certain determination, and clear election, that the contrary 
evil cannot come into difpute or pretence: Such in our proporti. 
ons is the liberty of the fons,of God: itisan holy and amiable cap- 
tivity to the Spirit: the will of man isin love with thofe chains, 
2 A 30°C which ; 
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which drawesto God, and lovesthe fetters that confine us to the| A 
pleafures and religion of the kingdome. And asno man will com- 
lain that his temples are reftraind,and his head is prifoner when it 
‘sencircled with acrown: So when the Son of God had made us 
free, and hath only fubjected us to the fervice and dominion of the 
Spirit, we are free as Princes within the circles of their Diadem, 
and our chains are bracelets, and the lawisa law of liberty, and 
bis fervice # per’eG freedome, and the more we are fubjects, the 
more we foal! ra:gn as Kings and the fafter we run, the eafier is our 
burden, and Chrifts yoke is like feathers toa bitd, not loads, but 
helpsto motion , without them the body fals: and we do not pity | B 
birds, when in fummer we wifh them unfeathered and callow, or 
bald as egges.that they might be cooler and lighter: fuch is the load 
land captivity of the fovl, when we do the work of God and are 
his fervants, and under the Government of the {pirit: They that 
{trive to be quit of this fubjection, Jove the liberty of out-laws, 
andthe licentioufnefs ofanarchy, andthe freedom of fad widows 
land diftreffed Orphans : For fo Rebels and fools and children 
long to berid of their Princes, and their Guardians,and their Tu- 
tors, that they may be accurfed without Jaw, and be undone with- 
| out control, and be ignorant and miferable without a teacher and C 
| without difcipline He that is iz the Spirit is under Tutours and 
Governours, untilthe time appointed of the Father, juft as all 
great Heirs are; only, the firft feizure the Spirit makes , is 
upon the will. He that loves the yoke of Chrift , and the 
difcipline of the Gofpel, he isiw the Sp:rst, that is, in the {pirits 
wer. ) : 

Upon this foundation, the Apoftle hath built thefe two propo- 
Gitions. 1. Whofoever hath not the Spirie of Chrift, he ts 
norie of his , hedoes not belong to Chrift at all: heis not par- 
taker of his Spirit, andtherefore thall never be partaker of his | D 

lory. | 
: 4 . Whofoever isin Chrift, is dead to fin, and livesto the Spi- 
rit of Chrift, that is, livesa Spiritual, a holy anda fanctifed life, 
| Thefe are to be confidered diftinGly. , —— 

1. All that belong to Chrift have the Spirit of Chrift. Immedi- 
ately before the alcenfion, our bletfed Saviour bid his Difciples 
tarry in Jerufalem till they fhonld receive the promife of the Father, 
| Whofoever ftay at Jerufalera, and are in the aGtuall Communion 
ofthe Church of God fhall certamly receive this promife. For it 
js made to you ahd to your children (faiths. Peter )aad to ws many 
as the Lord onr God fall call, All thall receive the Spirrt of Chrift, 
the promife of the Father, becaufe this was the great inftrument 
of diftinction between the Law and the Gofpel. In the Law God 
gave his Spirit, 1.to fome; to them, 2. extraregularly, 3. without 
folemnity, 4. infmall proportions, like the dew upon — 

: —— : eece; 
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A fleece; alittle portion was wet fometime with the dew of hea- 
ven; whenall the earth befides was dry: Andthe Jews called ix 

| filiam vocis, the daughter ofa voice, ftill, and {mall and feldom, 
and that by fecree whifpers, and fometimes inarticulate by way of 
| enthufiafme, rather then ofinftruCtion, and God {pake by the Pro- 
phets, tranfmitting the found, as through an Organ pipe, things 
which themfelves oftentimes underftand not. But inthe Gofpel, 
the {pirit is piven without meafure; firft poured ferth upon our 
head Chrift Jefus ; then defcending upon the beard of Aaron, the 
Fathers of the Church, and thence falling like the tears of the 
balfome of Judea upon the foot of the plant,upon the loweft of the 
people. And thistsgiven regularly to all that askit, to all that 
can receive it, and by afolemn ceremony, and conveyed by a Sa- 
crament: andis now, not the Daughter of a voice, but the Mo- 
ther of many voices, of divided tongues, and uniced hearts, of che 
tongues of Prophets, and the duty of Saints, of the Sermons of | 
Apoftles, and the wifdom of Governours ; It isthe Parent of bold- 
nefs,and fortitude to Martyrs, the fountain of learning to Doors, 
an Ocean ofall things excellent to all whoare within the fhip, and 
bounds of the Catholike Church: fo that Old menand yong men, 
maidens and boyes, the {cribe and the unlearned,the Judge and the 
| Advocate, the Prieft and the people are full of the Spirit, ifthey 
belong to God : Mofes’s with is fulfilled, and all the Lords people 
are Prophets in fome fenfe or other. ane | 
In the wifdom of the Ancient it was obferved, that there are 
four great cords which tye the heart of Manto inconvenience, and 


a prifon, making ita fervant of vanity, and an heir of corruption | 
1. Pleafisre, and 2. Patz. 3. Feare,and 4. Defire, 
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Thefe are they chat exercife all the wifdom and refolutions of 
man, and all the powers that God hath given him, | ae 

S701 2%, STO X) Se amray vay ce ee ° 
Keto > xuxdor dvPedzov xiap. {aid Agathon, 


Thefe are thofe evil Spirits that poffe(s the heart of man and min- 
gie with all his actions; fo that either men are tempted to 1. #7 by 
pleafure,or 2. to bafer arts by coveton(nefs or 3.t0impatiener by forrow, 
or 4. 20 difbenourable actions by fear: and this is the {tate of man by 
nature, and under the law; and for ever,till the S pirit of God came, 
and by four fpecial operations cur'd thefe four inconveniences, and 
reftrained, or {weetned thefe unwholfome waters. - - 

— * eur i one qr. OG 1. 


—— 
~~ _ 


ergs <n 


“ 


8 Of the Spirit of Grace. . 

1. God gave us his Spirit that we might be infenfible of worldly | A 
pleafures, having our fouls wholy fill'd with {piritual and heavenly 
relifhes. For when Gods Spirit hath entred into us and poflefled us 
as his Temple, onas his dwelling, inftantly we begin to tafte Man- | - 
na, and to loath the diet of Egypt; we begin to confider concerning | . 
heaven, and to prefer eternity before moments, and to love the 
pleafures of the foul, aboue the fortifh and beaitly pleafuresofthe 
body. Then we can confider that the pleafures ofa drunken meet- 
ing cannot make recompence for the pains of a furfet, and that 
nights iatemperancesmuch lefle for the torments of eternity : Then 
we are quick to difcern that the itch and {cab of luftfull a ppetites is 
not worth the charges ofa Chirurgeon,much leffecan it pay for the 
difgrace, the danger, the ficknefle, the death and the hell of luftfull 
perfons ; Then we wonder that any man fhould venture his head 
to get acrown unjuftly ; or that for the hazard of a victory, he 
fhould throw away all his hopes of heaven certainly. 

A man that hath tafted of Gods Spirit can inftantly difcern the 
madneffe that is in rage, the folly and the difeafe that is in envy,the 
anguifh and tedioufnefs that is in luft,thedifhonour that is in break- 
ing our faith, and telling a lie; and underftands things truly as they 
are; that is, that charity is the greateft nobleneffe in the world ; that 
religion hath in it the greateft pleafures; that temperance js the beft 
fecuriry of health; that humility is the fureft way to hcnour; and 
all thefe relifhes are nothing but antepafts of heaven, where the 
quinteflence of all thefe pleafures thall be fwallowed for ever ; | 
where the chaft fhall follow the Lamb, and the virgins fing there 
where the Mother of God fhall reign; andthe zealous converters 
of fouls, and labourers in Gods vineyard fhall worthip eternally 
where S. Peter and S. Paul do wear their crown cf rightcou/neffesand 
the patient pérfons fhall be rewarded with Job, and the meek per- 
fons with Chrift and Mofes, and all with God; the very expectati-- 
on of which proceeding froma hope. — in us by the fpirit of 
mantfe(tation,and bred up and f{trengthened by the {pirit of obfignation 
is fo delicious an entertainment of all our reafonable appetites, chat} 
_ ‘| afpiricual man can no more be removed,or intic’d from the love of 
| God, and gf religion, then the Moon from her Orb, ora Mother 
| from loving the fon of her joyes, and of her forrows, 
| This was obferved by S, Peter, [ 4s zew born babes defirethe fin- 
| cere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby ; if fo bethat ye have 
tafted that the Lord is gratiows | When once we have tafted the grace 
of God, the fweetnefles of his Spirit ; then, no food but the food of 
Angels,no cup but the cup of Salvation, the Divining cup,in which 
we drink Sa/varion to our Ged, and call upon the Name of the Lord 
with ravilhment and thanksgiving; and there is no greater external! 
teftim ony that we are in the ‘fpérit, and that the {pirit awelsin WS, then 


if we finde joy and delight, and fpiritual pleafures in the greateft 
my fteries 
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A | myfteries of our religion ; if we communicate often, and that with Sznm.I. 
appetite anda forward choice, and an unwearied devotion, and | 
a heart truly fixed upon God,& upon the offices ofa holy worfhip, | 
He that loaths good meat is fick at heart, or near it 5 and he that de- 
{pifes, or hath not a holy appetite tothe food of Angels, the wine of 
ele fouls, is fit to fucceed the Prodigal at his banquet of fin and 
hufks; andtobe parteker of the table of Devils 5 but allthey who 
have Gods Spirit, love to feaft at the fupper of the Lamb,and have 
no appetites but what are of che fpirit, or fervants tothe Spirit. 
I have read of a fpiritual perfon who. faw heaven but in a dream, 
B | but fuch as made great impreffion upon him, and was reprefented 
with vigorous and pertinatious phantafmes, not eafily difbanding, 
and when he awaked he knew not his cell, he remembred not him 
that flept in the fame dorter,nor could tell how night and day were 
diftinguifhed, nor could difcern oy! from wine, but cal‘d out for 
his vilion again, Redde wszhi campos mcos floridos,columnam aurcam,co-| 
mitem Hieronymum, a{fiftentes Angelos: give me my fields again,my’ 
moft delicious fields, my pillar ofa glorious light, my companion 
S. Jerome, my affiftane Angels: and this lafted till he was told of his 
_ | duty, and matter of obedience, and the fear of a fin had difincharm- 
c| ed him, and caufed him to take care lefthe lofe the fubftance out 
of greedinefle to poffefle the thadow. | 
And if it were given to any ofus to fee Paradife, or the thitd 
heaven (as it was toS. Paul ) couldit bethat ever we fhould love 
any thing but Chrift, or follow any Guide but the Spirit, or defire 
any thing but Heaven, or underftand any thing to be pleafant but 
what fhall lead thither >. Now what a vifioncan do, chat the Spirit 
doth certainly to them that entertain him. They that have him re- 
ally and notin pretence only, are certainly great defpifers of the 
things of the world. The Spirit doth not create, or enlarge our ap- 
| petites of things below : Spirituall men are not defign’d to raign up- 
D | on earth, butto reign over their lufts and fottifh appetites, The 
Spirit doth not enflame our thirft of wealth, but extinguifhes it, 
and makes us to eficems all things as loft, and as dung fothat we may 
gain Chrifi > No gain then is pleafant but gedléneffz, no ambition but 
ongings after heaven, no revenge but againft our felves for finning; 
nothing but God and Chrift: Dews meus C» omnia: and date nobis ani- 
was, cetera vebis toliite (asthe king of Sodom faid to Abraham ) 
Secure but the fouls tous, and take our goods, Indeed thisis 3 
good figne that we have the Spirit. } 
S. John {pake a hard faying, but by the {pirit of manifeftation we | 
E | are all taught to underftand it.‘ W’bofoever is bern of God doth not | 1 Ep.3.9- 
“© commit fin, for his [eed remaineth inhim, and he cannot fin, becaufe he 
‘‘isbornefGed. The {eed of God ] isthe {pirit which hath a pla- 
{tic power to efform us 2 fimilitudinews filioram Dei, into the image 
of the fons of God : and as long as this remains in us, while the Spi- 
” rit 
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formed natures to fin: And as we fay, we cannotendure fuch a po- 
tion, wecannot fuffer fuch a pain; that is, we cannot without great 
trouble, we cannot without doing violence to our nature:fo all {pi- 
ritual] men, alf that are born of God, and the feed of God remams 
inthem, they ca4not fin; cannot without trouble, and doing againft 
our natures, and their moft paffionate inclinations. A man, it you 
{peak naturally, can mafticate gums, and he ean break his own legs, 
and he can fip up by little draughts, mixtures of Aloes & Rhubarb, 
of Henbane, or the deadly Nightihade ; but he cannot do this natu- 
rally, or willingly.cheerfully, or with delight. Every fin is againft a 
good mans nature,heis ilf at eafé when he hath mifled his ufual pray- 
ers:he is amaz d if he have fallen into an errourshe is infinitely afha- 
med of his tmprudence ; he remembers a fin,as he thinks of an ene- 
my, or the horrdurs of a midnight apparition: for all his capacities, 
his underftandings. and his choofing faculties are filled up with the 
opinion and perfwafions, withthelove, and with the defires of 
God: and this I fay, isthe Great benefit of the Spirit, which God 
hath given-to us as an antidote againft worldly pleafures: And 
therefore S. Paul joyns them as confequent to each other [. For it 


tailed the gdo4 wor ! of God, and the powers of the world to come, &ec., 7 
Firft,we are enlightned in Baptifme, and by the Sririt of manifesta- 
tion, the révelations of che Gofpel: then we relith and tafte interi- 
our excellencies, and we rective the Holy Gholt, the Sprit of con 
ji mation, and he givés tis & tafte of the powers of th: world tocomes 
that is, of the gréat efficacy that is in the Article of eternall tife, to 
per{wade us to réligion and holy living : then we fee], that as the be- 
lief of that Article dwels upon our underftanding, and is incorpo- 
rated into our wils and chdicé,fo we prow powerful to refit fin by. 
the ftrengths of the Spirit, to defie all carnal pleafure, and to fup- 
prefie and mortifie it by the powers of this Article - [ thofe are the 
powers of the world to come, | yo* 
2. The Spirit of God is given to all who truly belong to Chrift 


a . 


as ah antidote againft forrows, againft impatience, apain(ft the evil 


| accidents of the world, anda aint the oppreffidn and finking of 


our {pirits under the croffe. There ate in {cripturenoted two 
births befides the naturall ; to which alfo by analogy we may adde 


jathird. The firft is to be born of water and the Spirit, Tis ts Ae Svcty 


otic thing fignified By a divided appellative, by two fubftantives, 


"| water and the Spirit } that is, —— aquews, the Sbwtt moving 
| i the waters of Baprifme, The fecr 


nd is to be born of Spir¥t and 
e, fot fo Chrift was protnifed to biprize we with the Holy Ghoft and 


with frresthatis, cans fpirite jeneo, witha fiery fpiric, the Spirit 


‘ds it defcended in Penteéoft inthe fhape of fiery tongue, And ne 
ae | the 


mee 
- we ot? af 


9s imepolfeble for thofe whe were once enlightned, and have taftea of the C 
| heavenly guift, and were mse partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and have 


D 


Of the Spirit of Grace. {ou 
A the watry fpirit wafhed away the fins of the Church, fo the fpirit: Sens, 


| of fire enkindles charity and the love of God, x3 ave raGascel, 13 Tue 
drier ( faies Plutarch ) the Spirit 1s the fame under both the titles, 
and it inables the Church with gifts and graces: And from thefe 
there is another operation of the new birth, but the fame Spirit, 
the {pirit of rejoycing, or /pritus exultars, fprritys letitia, . Now | 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in beleeving, that ye may 
abrund in hope through the power of the Holy Ghoft, Thereisacer- 
tain joy and fpiritual rejoycing, that accompanies them in whom 
. | the Holy Ghoft doth dwell 5 a joy in the midft of forrow;: a joy 
B | given toallay the forrows of fecular troubles, and to alleviate the 
-| burden of perfecution. ThisS. Paul notes to this purpofe [And ye 
became followers of ws and of the Lord, having received the word im 
much afHidien, with joy of the Holy Gh:f?. ] Worldly affli@ions and 
{pirituall joyes, may very well dwell together; and if God did 
not fupply us ont of his ftore-houfes, the forrows of this world. 
would be mere and unmixt, and the troubles of perfecution would 
be too great for naturall confidences. For who fhall make him re. 
compence that loft his life ina Duel, fought about a draught of 
__ | wine, cracheaper woman? What arguments fhall invite aman 
C | to fuffer torments, in teftimony ofa propofition of natural! Philo- 
fophy? And by whatinftruments fhall we comfort a man whois 
fick, and poor, and difgraced and vitious, and lies curfing. and de- 
{pairs of any thing hereafter? That mans condition proclaims 
what it is to want the Spiritof God, the Spirit of c-mfort. Now 
this Spirit ofcomfortis the hope and confidence, the certain ex- 
pectation of partaking in the inheritance of Jefus. This is the faith 
and vasience of the Saints, this is the refrefhment of all wearied 
travellers, the cordial] of all languifhing finners, the fupport of the 
_|{crupulous, the guide of the doubrfull, the anchor of timorous 
DB | and fluctuating fouls, the confidence and the ftaff of the penitent. 
He that is deprived of his whole eftate fora good confcience,; by 
the Spirit he meets this comfort,that he fhal! finde it again with ad 
vantage in the day of reftitution:. and this comfort was fo mani- 
feft in the firft dayes of Chriftianity,that it was nq infrequent thing 
to fee holy perfonscourt a Martyrdom with a fondneffeas great ag 
is our impatience, and timoroufnelle in every perfecution. Till the 
Spirit of God comes upon us we are éasebuxor inopis nos, atque pu- | 
fils fizxceruat animis we have little (ouls, little faith, andaslittle | 
patience; we fall at every {tumbling block, dnd fink under every. 
E | temptation; and our hearts failus, and we die for fear of death, | 
~~” fand lofe our fouls to preferve our eftates, or our perfons, till the |. 
Spirit of God fills ws with joyin beleeving: andaman that isina| 
great joy, eares not for any trouble that is leffe then his joy 5, and | 
God hath taken {9 great care to fecure this to us, that he hath turn d 
itintoa precept,Rejoyce evermeoresand R-joyce sn the Lord always ,snd 
| : ~ «ef ee ge Again, 


3 
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‘| Seno. IE,( again, I fay rejoyce. But this rejoycing muft be only in the hope| A} 
Rom, 12.12. | chatis laid u p for us, cv Wartd) x aepor TEs 5 fo the Apottle, Rejoycing in 
hope, For although God fometimes makes a cup of fenfible com- 
fort to overflow the fpirit of aman, and thereby loves to refreth 
| his {orrowes; yet that is from a fecret principle not regularly given, 
not to be waited for, not to be prayed for, and it may fail us if we 
think upon it: but the hope of life eternall can never fail. us, and 
the joy of that is great enough to make us fuffer any thing; or to 


do any thing 


sbimus,ibimus 

utcunque precedes, fupremam 
| Carpere iter comites parats eG : 
Todcath, to bands, to poverty, to banifhment, totribunals, any 
whither in hope of life eternall: as long as thisanchor holds, we 
| may fuffer a ftorm, but cannot fuffer thipwrack :. And I defire you 
by the way to obferve, how good aGod we ferve, and how ex- 
cellent a Religion Chrift taught, when one of his great precepts 
is, that we fhould rejoyce and be exceeding glad? and God hath gi- 
yenus the fpirit of rejoycing, nota fullen, melancholy fpirit, not 
the fpirit of bondage or of a flave, but the Spirit of his Son, 
| configning us by a holy confcienceto joyes unfpeakable and full of glo- 
| ry < And from hence you may alfoinfer, that thofe who fink under 
| a perfecution, or are impatient in a fad accident they,put out their 
| ownfires, which the fpirit of the Lord hath kindled, and lofe thofe 
| glories which {tand behindethecloud. <a ® : 


a 


~~ 


a” 


Part II, 
30 He Spirit of God is given us, as anantidote againft evil 
— concupifcences, and finfull defires, and is then called the 
_ fi _ of prayer.and fupplication, - For ever fince theaf- 
fections of the qutward man prevailduponthe ruines of the foul, 
all our defires were fenfual, and therefore burtfull : for ever after, 
‘our body grewto be our enemy. Inthe loofenefles of nature, and 
athongft the ignorance, or imperfection of Gentile Philofophy, 
amen ufed to pray with their hands full of rapine, and their mouths 
-ofblaod, and their hearts of malice; andthey prayed according= 
ly, for.an opportunity to fteal, . for a fair body, fora profperous 
revenge, for a prevailing malice, for the. fatisfaction of what foever, | 
they could be tempted to by any object, ‘by any luft, by any Devil | 
whacfoever| eae ee 
_- The Jews were better taught, for God was their téacher, and | 
‘raf hé gave the fpirit to them infinele rayes. Butasthe /prit of ob- | 
Pie ae , figuation | 
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Of the Spirit of Grace. | | 
A . fignation was given to them under a /eal, and withinaveile; {fo 
the firtt of Manifestation or patefadion was \ike the gem of a 
vine, or the bud of a rofe, plain ssdices and fignifications 
of life, and principles of juice and {weetnelle : but yet 
fcarce out of the doors of their caufes; they had the infan- 
cy of knowledge 5 and revelations to them were given as 
Catechifine is taught to our children ; which they read with 
the eye of a bird, and fpeak with the tongue of a bee ; and 
underftand with the heart of a childe , that is, weakly 
and imperfectly : and they underftood fo little ; that 1, They 
‘B | thought God heard them not unleffe they fpake their prayers, 
at leaft efforming their words within their lips: and 2, Their 
forms of prayer were fo few and féldome , that to teath a 
forme of prayer, or to compofe a collect was thought 4 wotk 
fit for a Prophet , or the founder of an inftitution. 3. Adde 
to this, that as their promifes were temporall , fo were 
‘their hopes : as were their hopes fo were their defires:; and 
taccording to their defirés , fo were their prdyers. And al- 
though the Pfalms of Davéd was their Great office ; and the 
treafury of devotion to their Nation ( aad very worthily ) 
GC | yet it was full of wifhes for temporals , invocations. of 
GOD the Avewger, on GOD the Lord of Hofls , on God 
the Enemy of their Enemies ; and they defired their Na- 
tion to be profpered , and themfelves blefled , and diftin- 
Suifhed from all the world , by the effects of fuch de 
fires. ‘This was the ftate of prayer in their Synagogur 3 
fave onely that it had alfo this allay, 4. That their ad- 
drefles te GOD were craflé , material , typical and fail of 
fhadows , andimagery , paterns of things tocome, and fo in 
its very being and conftitution was relative and imperfett. 
DE | But that we may feé how great things the Lord hath done for. 
ns, God hath powred his {pirit isto ons beaver, the fpivit of 
prayer and fupplication , and now. 1. Chriftians pray in their 
fpirit , with fighs and groans, and know that GOD who 
dwels within them , can as cléarfy diftinguifh thofe fecret 
accents , and read their meaning in the Spirit’ as plainly 
as he knows the voice of his own thunder, or could dil- 
cern the letter of the law written in the tables of ftone by 
{the finger of God. 2. likewife the fprrit belpeth oar infirmities , 
for hii Ss not what we fiionld pray for as we onzht, That 
g | is when. God fends an affliction or perfécution upon us , 
" | we are indeed extreme apt to lay our hand upon the wound, 
and nevet take it off, but when we lift ie up in prayer to be 
delivered froth that fadneffe ; and then we pray fervently: to| 
be cured of a fickneffe ,? to be delivered froiti a ‘Fyrant,-to} 
be {natched: from the grave, not - perith id che danger, ~~ the 

| pirit 
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14 | | Of the Spirit of Grace. 
SERM,II,{ {pirit of God hath from all fad accidents drawn the veil of er- 
rourand the cloud of intolerablenefle, and hath taught us that our 
happinefle cannot confilt infreedom, or deliverances from per- 
fecutions, but in patience, refignation, and noble fufferance; and 
that we are not then fo blefled, when God hath turn’d our {cour- 
ges into eafeand delicacy, as when weconvert our very f{corpions 
into the exercife of vertues: fo that now the fpirit having helped 
our infirmities, that is, comforted our weaknefles and afflidi- 
ons, ourforrows and impatience by this propofition, thar[ 4/7 
shirgs work together for the good of them that fear God | he 
hath taught us to pray for grace , for patience under 
the crofle for Charity to our perfecutors; for rejoy- 
cing in tribulations, for perfeyerance and -boldneffe in 
the faith 3 and for whatfoever will bring us fafely to 
Heaven. . , | 
2. Whereas onely a A4ofes, or a Samael, a David, or aDaniel, 
a Jolm the Baptift , or the Meffias himfelf could defcribe 
and indite formes of prayer and. thankfgiving to the time 
and accent of Heaven , nowevery wife and good Man is in- 
ftruéted - perfectly in the Scriptures ( which are the wri- 
tings of the {pirit ) what things he may , and what things he| 
muftaskfof, |. | 

4. The Spirit of God hath made our ferviees to be fpiri- 
tual, intellectual, holy, and effeés of choice and religion, the 
confequents of a fpiritual facrifice, and of a holy union with 
|God: The prayer of a Chriftian is with the effeGs of the 
| fprit of Saniification 3 and then we pray with the Spirit, 
| when we pray with Holinefle , which is the great fruit, the 

principal gift of the Spirie, And this.is by Saint ‘me call- 
ed [ the prayer of faith :] and is {aid to be certain that it fhall 
prevail. Such a praying with the Spirit, when our prayers are 
the voyces of our fpirits, and our fpirits are firft taught, . then 
fanctified by Gods {pirit , thal] never fail of its effe@ 5 becaufe 
then it is, that the (pirit bimfelf maketh intercelfion for ws : that 
is , hath enabled us to doit upon his ftrengths , we {peak his 
fenfe, we live his life , we breath his accents , we defire in 
_| order to his purpofes, and our perfons are Gracious by his Holi- 
nefle , andare accepted by his interpellation and interceffion in 
the a& and officesof Chrilt. Thisis praying withthe fpirit. To 
which by way ef explication Iadde thefe two annexes of holy 
het in refpe& of which alfo, every good man prayes with 
the [pirie, : 7 

5. Fhe fpirit gives us great relith and appetite to our prayers, 
and this Saint Paw calls [ ferving of God in his Spirit, 
iv-mvd'uan ue, that is, witha willing *minde 5 not as Jonas did 
his errand , but as Chrift did die for us , he was ftraitned 94 

- | 7 - he 


Rom.1.9. 


Of the Spirit of Grace. | 15 


A. He kad accomplifhed it. And they.that fay their prayers out of /SeRM, II} 
cuftome onely, or to comply with external circumftances, or 
collateral! advantages, or pray with trouble and unwillingnedle, | 
give a very great teftimony that they have not the {pirit of 
Chrift within them, that fpirit which saketh interce|fion for the | 
Saints: but he that delighteth in his prayers, not by a feniible or 
phantaftie pleafure , but whofe choice dwels in his prayers, and 
whofe conver{aion-is with God in holy living,and pra: ing accord- 
ingly, that ovamhath the fpirit of Chrift, and cherefore. belongs 
to Chrift; for by this {pirit ie is that Chrift prayes in Heaven 

p | for us: and if we do not pray on earth in the fame manner 
according to our meafures, we had as good hold our 
peace , our prayers are an abhominable facrifice, and fend 
up to God no better a perfume , then if wee burned 4/4 
feti‘s, or the raw fleth of a murdered man upon the altar of 
ineenfe. 

6, The fpirit of Chrift and of prayer helps our infirmities, 6 
by giving us confidence and importunity, [ put them toge- 
ther. Foras our faith is, and our truft in God, fois our hope, 
and fo is our prayer, weary or lafting, long or fhort, not ia 

C words, but in works, and indefires. For the words of prayer are 
no part of the {pirit of prayer : words may be the body ofit, bue 
the fpirie of prayer alwayes confifts in holinefle, that is , in 
holy defires, and holy actions: words are not properly capable 
of being holy 5 all words are in themfelves fervants of things, a 
the holineffe ofa prayer is not at all concerned m the manner of 

‘|itsexpreflion, but in the {pirit of it , that is , in the violence 
of its defires , andthe innocence of its ends , and the continu- 
ance of its imployment : this is the verification of that great 
Prophecie which Chrift made; that [ és all the world the trae 
worfhippers fhould wirfbip in fpivit and in truth | that is , with 

D|; pure minde , with holy defires , for fpiritual things accerd- 
ing to the minde of the fpirit in imitation of Chrifts intercefh- 
on, with perfeverance, with charity, or love. . That isthe 
fpirit of God, and thefe are the {piritualities of the Gofpel, 
and the formalities of prayer as they are Chriftian and Evan- 

| gelicall. 7 | 

7. Some men have thought of a feventh way , and explicate 

our praying in the fpirit , by a mere volubility of language : 

which indeed is a dire undervaluing the fpirie of God and| 
of Chrift , the fpirit of manifeftation and inter cel[iox 3 it is to 

E return to the materiality and imperfection of the law, it is to 

| | worlhip God in outward forms , and to think that Gods fer- 

vice confifts in fhels and rirds : in lips and voyces,, in tha- 
dows and images of things : itis to retire from Chri(tto Mefes, 
and at the beft, it is a going from real graces to imaginary gifts : “st 

3 B 2 when 
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| the jmagination of an improbable, unneceflary , ufelefle gift of 


| that pretend praying with the fpirit. For if he did not then, 


when praying with thefpirit hath init fo many excellencies, and| A 
confifts of fo many parts of holineffe, and fanctification, and 1s an 
aG ofthe inner man, we fhall beinfinitely miftaken, if we let go 
this fubftance, and catch ata fhadow, and fit down and reft in 


fbesking, to which the nature of many men, and the art of all learn- 
ed men, and the very ufe and confidence of ignorant men 1s 
too abundantly fufficient. Let us not fo defpife the {pirit of 
Chrift, as to make it no other thenthe breath of our lungs. 
* For though it might be poflible that ac the firft, and when |. 
formes of prayer were few and feldome ,_ the fpirit of God 
might dictate the very words to the Apoftles, and firft Chrifti- 
ans; yet it follows not that therefore he does fo {till to all 


at the firft, dictate words ( as we know not whether he did or 
no) why fhall he be fappofed to do fo now ? If he did then; 
‘+ follows that he’ doesnotnow ; becaufe his doing it then, 
was fafficient for all men fince: for fo the forms taught 
by the fpirit were paterns for others to imitate jn all the de- 
{cending ages of theChurch. There was once an occafion fo great, 
that the {pirit of God did think ita work fit for him toteacha 
man to weave filke, or embroyder gold, or work in braffe, Cas 
it happened to Bezaleet and Aholiab: ) But then every weaver 
or worker in braffe may by the fame reafon pretend that he 
works by the fpirit , as thathe prayes by the {pirit, if by prayer 
he means forming the words. For althoughin the cafe of work- 
ing it was certain that the f{pirit did teach, in the cafe of indi- 
ting or forming the words itis notcertain whether hedid or no; 
yet becaufe in both it was extraordinary (if ic was at all ) and 
ever fince, in both it is infinitely needlefle; to pretend the Spi- 
rit in forms of every mans making ( even though they be of 
contrary religions, and pray one againft the other ) it may ferve 
an.end of a phantaftic and hypochondriacall religion , or a 
fecret ambition, but notthe ends of God, or the honour of the 
Spirit, | 

The Jews in their declenfions to folly and idolatry did wor- 
fhip the {tone of imagination , that is , certain fmooth 1ma- 
ges in which by art magic pidures and little faces were re- 
prefented , declaring hidden things and ftoln goods ; and God 
feycrely forbad this bafenefle: but we alfo have taken up this 
folly, and worfhip the ftone of imagination: we beget imper- 
fet ‘phantafmes and fpeculative images in our phanfy , 
and we fall down and worlhip them ; never confidering that 
the fpirit of God never appears through fuch fpectres. Pray- 
er is one of the nobleft exercifes of Chriftian religions oF ra- 


ther isit that duty in which all graces are concentred, Prayer is 
: | arity, 
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A charity, it is faith, it isa conformity to Gods will, a defiringac- [ SzeRM, II. 
cording to the defires of Heaven, an imitation of Chrifts intercel- 
fion; and prayer muft fuppofe all holineffe, or elfeit is nothing: 
and therefore all that in which men need Gods Spirit, all that is in 
orderto prayer. Baptifme is but a prayer, and the holy Sacrament 
of che Lords Supper is but a prayer; a prayer of facrifice repre- 
fentative, anda prayer ofoblation, and a prayer of interceffion, 
and a prayer of thankfgiving: and obedience is a prayer, and 
begs and procures blefimgs: andifthe Holy Ghoft hath fand@i- | 
fiedthe whole man, then he hath farctified the prayer of the 

p | man, and not till then 5 and if ever there was, or could be any 
other praying with the {pirit , it was fuch a one as a wicked 
man might have, and therefore it cannot be anote of diftin@ion 
between the good and bad, between the faints and men of the 
world. But this only ( which Ihave defcribed from the fountains 
of Scripture )is that which a good man can have, and therefore 
this is itin which we ought to rejoyce 5 tht he that glories, may glory 
in the Lord, . 

Thus I have (asl could) defcribed the effluxes of the Holy 
Spirit upon usin his greatchanels. But the great effect ofthem is 
| this; Thatas by the arts of the fpirits of darknefle, and ovr own 

C | malice our fouls are turned into flefth, (not in the naturall fenfe, 
butinthe moral and Theological ) and azimalis home isthe fame 
with cars les, that is. his foul isa fervant of the paffions and de- 
fires of the flefh, and is ff) in its operations and ends, in its 
principles and actions: So onthe other fide, by the Grace of God, 
and the promife of the Father, and the influences of the Holy 
Gholt, our fouls are not only recovered from the ftate of flefh, and 
reduced back to the intireneffe of animall operations, but they are 
heightned into /part, and transform d into 4 ew nature: And this is 
anew Article, and now to be confidered, ae 

Db S. Hierom tels of the Cuftome ofthe Empire; When a Ty- 
rant was overcome, they usd to break the head ofhis Satues, and 
upon the fame Trunk, to fet the head of the Conquerour, and fo. 
it palled wholy forthe new Prince: Soitisinthe kincdome of 
Grace. As foonas the Tyrant fin is overcome, and a new heart is 
put into us, or that we ferve under a new head, in{tantly we have 
anew Name given us,and we are efteemed anew Creation; and 
not onely changed in manners, but we havea new nature within 
us, even a third part of an e(llentiall conftitution, This may feem 
ftrange; and indeed it is fo: and it is one of the great myftert- 

E | oufnefles ofthe Gofpel. Every man naturally confifts of foul and 
body : butevery Chriftian man that belongs to Chrift, hath more. 

{For he hath 407y, and foal, and fpirit, My text is plain for it. 
If any man have not the Spirit cf Chrift, heis none of bis: and by 
[ Spirit }is not meant onely the graces of God, and his gifts en- 
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then fo. But as when God made man, he made him after his own 
image, and breathd into him the fpiit of Ife, and he was made 
in aninam vventem, intoaliving foul, then he was made aman: 
So in the new creation, Chrift cy wh:ms God made both the worlds, 
intends to conform us to his image, and he hath givenus the fpirit 
of a-option, by which we are made fons of God; and by the fpi- 


-|yit of a new life we are made zew creatures, capable of a new 


a Theff-5.23. 
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ftate, intitled to another manner of duration, enabled to do new 
and greater actions in order to higher ends; we have new affecti- 
ons, new underftandings, new wils: Velera tranfierunt, C» esce om. 
nia nova fata funts all things are be:omne new: And this is called 
the (ced of God when it relates to the principle and caufe of this 
produdion: Bur thething that is produced is 4 fpirit , and that is 
as much in nature beyond a foul, asa foul is beyond a body, This 
great Myftery | fhould not utter but upon the greateft authority 
inthe world, and from an infallible Doctor, I mean S. Paul, who 
from Chrift taught the Church more fecrets, then all the whole 
Colledge befides : [ Asdthe very Ged of seace fanctifie ysn wholly, 
and I pray God that your wole fpir-t, and few!, and body, be prefer- 
ved blameleffe unto the coming of our Lord F-fus Chrift. |] We are 
not fanctified wholy, nor preferved jn fafety, unlefie befides our 
fouls and bodies, our fp:rit alfobe kept blameleffe. This diftin-- 
ction is nice, and infinitely above humane reafon: but the word of 
Ged (faith the fame Apoftlé) i harper then a two-edzed fword, 
piercing cucn to the dividing afinder the foul and the fpirit: and 
that hath tanght us to diftinguifh the principle ofa new life, from 
the principle of the old, the celeftiall from the naturall,; and 
thus it is, , ; 

The fpirit (as Inow difcourfe ofit ) isa principle infufed in- 
tous by God, when we become his children, whereby we live the 
lifeofGrace, and underftand the fecrets of the Kingdame, and 
have paflions and defires of things beyond, and contrary toour 
naturall appetites, enabling us not only to fobriety ( which isthe 
duty of the body ) not only to juftice, which is the rectitude of 
the foul, but to fucha fandctity as makes us liketoGod. *° For 
fo faith the Spirit of God 5 Be ye holy as Iam; be pure, be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is pure, as be is perfect: which becaufe it 
cannot be a perfection of degrees, it muft be in fimilitudine na- 
ture, inthe likenefle of that nature which God hath given us in 
the new birth, that by it, we might refemble his excellency, and 
holineffe, And this I conceive to be the meaning of S. Peter [ Ace 
cording as his divine pow.r hath given unto yg all things that per~ 
tain to life and godlincffe, (that is, to this new life of godlinelle ) 
through the knowle.'ge of him that bath caked sto glory and vertu, 


‘| whereby are given unto ws exceeding great and precioms p~. 
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that by thefe you might be partakers of the Divine natare (fo we read | Sexm II. 
it) But itis fomething miftaken 5 it is not tis Seles evovasy [ Te Die 
vine nature ‘for Gods nature is indivifible, and incommunicable. 
but it is fpoken participative, or per analogiam, [partakers of a Di- 
vine nature) that is of rhis new and God-like nature, given to every 
erfon that ferves God, whereby he is fanctified and made the 
childe of God, and framed into the likeneffé of Chrift, The Greeks 
generally call this x¢e:sue, agracious gift, anextraordinary fuper- 
addition to nature, not a fingle gift in order to fingle purpofes ; but 
artuniverfall principle, and it remains uponall good men during 
their lives, and after their death; and is that n Aste fone fpoken 
of intheRevelation; avd init anew name written, which no man | Apoc-s.19. 
knoweth but he thit hathit: Andby this, Gods fheepat the day 
of judgement fhall be difcerned from goats : If their {pirits be 
prefented to God pure and untlameable, thisgreat x¢e:su2, this 
talent which God hath given to all Chriftians to improve, - inthe 
banks of grace and of Religion, if they bring this to God increafed 
and grown up to the fulneffe of the meafure of Chrift ( for it is 
Chrifts Spirit, andasitisinus itiscalled, she fapply of the Spirit of | Philip.z.s9. 
Fefws Chrift) then we fhall be acknowledged for fons, and our 
adoption fhall paffe into an eternall inheritance in the portionof 
our elder Brcther, . | 
I need not toapply this Difcourfe: The very myftery it felf 
is in the whole world the greateft engagement of our duty 
that isimaginable, by the way of inftrument, and by the way of 
thankfulneffe. | 
| Quilquis magna dedit vluit frbé magna rependi 3 
He that gives great things to us, ought to have great acknowledge- 
ments 3 and Seneca faid concerning wife men; That hz that doth 
benefit to others, hies thofe benefits as a man layes up great trea- 
furesin the earth, which he muft never fee with his eyes, unlefle a 
great occafion forces him to dig the graves,and produce that which 
he buried 5 but all che while, the man was hugely rich, and he had 
the wealth of a great relation - foit is with God and us: For this 
huge benefit of the Spirit, which God gives us, is for our good.de- 
pofited into our fouls,not made for forms and oftentation,not to be 
looked upon, or ferve little ends, but growing in the fecret of our 
fouls, and {welling uptoatreafure, making usin this world rich 
Dy title andrelation, bucit thall be produced inthe great necefb- 
tiesof doomefday. Inthe meantime, ifthe fire be quenched, the 
fire of Gods Spirit, God will kindle another in his anger, that fhall 
never be quenched: but if we entertain Gods Spirit with our own 
purities, and imploy it diligently, and ferve it willingly, ( for 
Gods Spirit is a loving {pirit ) then we fhall really be turned into 
{pirits. JZrenews had a proverbial faying, Perfeéti fun’ qui tria (ne 
querela Deo exhibent ; They that prefent three things right to pit , 
they 
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flirt, and the event thall be this, which Maimonides exp:efled not 
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amifle, (though he did not atall underftand the fecret of this my- 
ftery: ) The foul of man in thislife, is is potenrizé ad effe fpiri‘uns, 
it is defigned to be a fpiric, but in the world to comc,it fhall be adu- 
ally as very a fpirtt as an Angel is: and this {tate 1s exprefled by the 
Acoftle, callingit, [ the earneit of the fpirit | that is, here itis be- 
gun, and given us as an antepaft of glory,and a principle of Grace ; 
but then we fhall have it ix plenitud nes _ 
— regit idem {pivitus artus 


Orbe also 


Here, and there, it isthe (ames but ere we have the earneft, there |_ 


the riches and the inheritance. : 

Bu: then, if this bea new principle, and be given usin order to 
the actions of a holy life, we muft take care that we receive not the 
Sp.rit of Godin vais, but remember it is anew life; and asno man 
can pretend, thataperfonisalive, that doth notalwayesdothe 
works of life; foitis certain, no man hath the Spirit ofGod, but 
he chat lives the life of grace, and doth she works of the Spirit, that 
is 3 all bolin fc, an jutic-, andfobri'ty, 

Sp-ritusgura c’dit animo, v'l Dei eft, vel Demonis ({faid Tertul- 
lian. ) Fvery man hath within him the Spirit of God, or the fpirit 
ofthedevil. The ‘pirit of fornicationis an unclean devil, andex- 
tremely contrary to the Spirit of God ; and fo is the {pirit of malice 
or uncharitablenefle ; for the Spirit of God isthe Spirit of love. 
for as by purities Gods Spirit fanctifies the body, fo by love he pu- 


rifies the foul, and makes the foul grow into a fpirit, intoa)1-| 


vinenature. But God knowes that even in Chriftian focieties, we 
fee the devi's walk up and downevery day, and every hours the 


| devil of uncleanneffe, andthe devil of drunkennefle, the devil of 


Pfal.g1. - 


ss See eee SS 


malice, andthe devil ofrage, the {pirie of filthy fpeaking, and 
the {pirit of detraction, a proud fpirit, and the fpirit of rebellion, 
and yet all call (_ Chri/fan. Itis generally fuppofed, that unclean 
{pirits walkin the night; and fo it ufed to bes for they that are 
druzk, arecrunk inthe wight, faidthe Apoftle: but Suidastels of 
certain Evzoufe, that ufed toappearat Noon, at fuch time asthe 
Greeks did celebrate the Funerals of the Dead; and at this day 
fome of the Ruffians fear the Noon-day Devil, which appeareth 
likea mourning widdow to reapers of hay and corn, and ufesto 
break their armes and legs, unlefle they wortbipher. The Pro- 
phet David fpeaketh of both kindes: Thow fhalt not be afraia for 
the terrogy by night, and aruina €” Demonio meridisno, fre the 
Devil a! wocn hon fhalt be frre. Jt werehappy if we were fo- but 
befides the folemn followers of the works of darknelle, inthe 
times and proper feafons of darknefle, there are very many who 
act their Scenes of darknelle inthe faceof the Sun, in opendefi- 

| ance 


. | 
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ance of God, and alllawes, andall modefty, There is in fuch| Sern Il. 
men the fpirit of impudence, as well as of impiety. And yecl; 
might have exprefied it higher ; for every habituall {in doth 
not onely put us into the power of the devill, but turns usinto his 
very nature: juftas the holy Ghoft transforms us into the iniage 
of God, | . = 

Here therefore I havea greater Argument to perfwade youto 
holy living, then Mofes had to the fons of Ifrael, Behold, I have fet 
befor: youl fe and death, bleffing and curling: fo {aid Mofes; but 
I adde, that I have upon the ftock of this Scripture, fet before 
you, the good Spirit and the bad, God, and the devil: choofe un- 
to whofe nature you will be likened, and into whofe inheritance 
you will be adopted, and into whofe poffeffion you will enter. 
If youcommit fin, you are of your father the Devil, ye are be- 
got of his principles, and follow his pattern, and thal] patle into 
his portion, when yeareled captive by him at his will; andre- 
member what a fad thing it isto go ints the portion of eyil and | 
accurfed {pirits, the fad and eternall portion of Devils. Buthe| 
that hath the Spirit of God, doth acknowledge God for his F ather, 
and his Lord, he defpifes the world. and hath no violent a ppetites | ° 
for fecular pleafures, andis dead to the defires of this life, and | 
his hopes are. {pirituall, and God is his joy, and Chrift is his pat- | 
ternand his fupport, and Religionis his imployment, and godli- 
neffe % bis gain, and this man underftands the things of God, and | 
is ready to die for Chrift, and fears nothing but to fin againft God, 
and his will is filled with love, and it {prings outin obedience to 
God, and in charity to his brothers and of {uch a man we can- 
not make judgement by his fortune, or by his acquaintance, by 
his circumftances, or by his adherencies, for they are the appen-. 
dages of a naturall man: but the fp-rituall is judged of wo man:| 
that ts, the rare excellencies that make him happy, do not yet 
make him illuftrious. unletle we will reckon Vertue to bea great 
fortune, and holineffe to be great Wifdome, and God to be the 
beft Friend. and Chrift the beft Relative, and the Spirit the hugeft 
advantage, and Heaven the greateft Reward. He that knows how 
to value thefe things, may fie down and reekon the felicities of him 
that hath the Spirit of God. | 

The purpofe of this'difcourfe is this; That fince the Spirit of 
God isa new nature, and anew life put into us, we are thereby 
taught, and enabled to fervé God by aconftant courfe of holy li- 
ving, without the frequent returns and intervening of fuch actions, 
which men are pleafedto call fins of infirmity, Whofoever hath the 
Spirit of God,. lives the life of grace; The Spirit of God rules in } 
him, andis {trong according to its age and abode, and allows not 
of thofe often fins which we think unavoidable, becaule we eall 
them, zaturall infirmities, | - 


| [ Bat : 
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-[ Bat if Chrift bem you, the body is dead becanfe of fin, but the| A 
iit is life becanfe of righteoxfneffe. | The ftate of finis a ftate of 
death; the ftaceofamanunderthelaw, wasa {tate of bondage, 
and infirmity,(as S.Paul largely defcribes him in the feventh Chap- 
ter tothe Romans ) but he that hath the Spirit is made alive, and | 
free, and ftrong, and a conquerour over ail the powers, and vio- 
lencies of fin; {uch a man refifts temptations, falls not under the 
aflault of fin, returns not to the fin which he laft repented of, acts 
no moré that errour which brought him to thame and forrow : but 
he that falls under acrime, to which he ftitthath a ftrong, and vi- 
gorous inclination, hethat acts his fin, and then curfes it, and then 
istempted, andthen fins again, ard then weeps again, and calls 
hinofelf miferable , but {till he enchantment hath confined him to 
that circle, this man hath not the Spirit; for where the Spirit of God 
is, there w liberty, there is no fuch bondage and a returning folly 
to the commands of fin, But becaufe men deceive themfelves with 
calling this bondage, « pitiable and excufable infirmity, it will not 
| be ufcleffe to confider the {tate of this queftion more particular- 
ly, Jeft men from the ftate of a pretedaed infirmity, fall into a 
r eall de ath. 

4, Nogreat fin is « fos of infirmity, or excufable upon that 
ftock, ‘But thatI may be uaderftood, we muft know that every 
Gin isin {ome fenfe or other, «fx of infires:ty, When amanisin 
the {tate of {pirituall ficknefle or death, he is ina ftate of infir- 
mity, for he is a wounded man, a prifoner, a flave, a fick man, 
weak in his judgement, and weak inhis reafonings, impotent in 
his paffions, of childith refolutions, great incon{tancy, and his 
purpofes untwitt, as eafily asthe rude conjuncture of uncombining 
cables; in the violence ofa Northentempeft : andhe that ts thus 
in infirmity, cannot be excufed; for itisthe aggravation of the 

{tate of his fin; he is {© infirm that he is ina {tate unable todo 
hisduty, Suchamanisa firvast of fin, aflave of the Devil, an 
heir of corruption, abfolutely under command 5 and ¢very man is 
fo, who tefolves for ever to avoid fuch a fin, and yet for ever 
falls under it: for what can he be but a fervant of fin. who fain 
would avoid it but cannot; thatis, he hath not the Spirit of God 
withinhim; Chrift dwels not in his foul, for where th: Son u, there 
is liberty ¢ and all that are iri the Spirie are fons of God,and fervants 
ofrighteoufnefle, and therefore freed frorn fin. But then there are 
‘alfo /ins of infirmity, which are fingle a€tions, intervening feldom, 
inlittle inftances, wnavoidable, or through a faultlefle sgnorance. 
Such as thefe are alwayes the allays of the life ofthe beft men 5 
and for thefe Chrift hath payd, and they are never to be account- 
ed to good mien, fave ontly tomakethem more wary, and more 
humble. Now concerning thefe, itis, chat I fay ; No great fin it 

a fin of excufable , or unayoidable infirmity. Becaufe ——— 
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A jhath received the Spirit of God, hath fufficient knowledge of his | Szerm, II. 


duty, and fufficient ftrengths of grace, and fufficient advertency 
of minde, to avoid fuch things as do great and apparent violence 
to piety, and religion. No man can juftly fay, that it isa fin 
of infirmity that he was drunk ; For there are but three caufes of 
every fin ( afourth isnot imaginable, ) 1. If ignorance caufe it, 
the fin isas full of excufe, as the ignorance was innocent. But 
no Chriftian can pretend this to drunkenneffe, to murder, to rebel- 
lion, touncleanneffe, For what Chriftianis fo uninftructed but 
that he knows Adultery isa fin ? 2, Want of obfervation, isthe 
caufe of many indifcreet and foolifh aGtions. Now at this gap ma- 
ny irregularities do enter and eftape, becaufein the whole, itis 
impoflible for a man to be of fo prefent afpirit, asto cohfider, 
and reflect upon a word, andeverythought: but it isin this 
| cafe in Gods lawes otherwife then in mans: the great flies cannot 
pafie thorow without obfervation, little ones do; and a man cannot 
be drunk , andnever takenotice of it; or tempt hisneighbours 
wife before he be aware; therefore the !efle the inftance be, the 


more likely is it to be a fin of infirmity: and yet if it be never | | 


fo little, if it be obferved, then it ceafes to be a finof infirmity, 
3. But becaufe great crimes cannot pretend to paffe undifcern- 
ably, it follows that they muft come in at the door of malice, 
that is, of want of Grace, in the abfcence of the Spirit; they 
deftroy where ever they come, and the man dies if they pafle 
upon him, | 
‘Tes true, there is fleh and blood in every regenerate man, 
but they do notbothrule :  theflethislefttotempt, but not to 
prevail. Andit werea ftrangecondition, ifboth the godly and 
the ungodly were captives to fin, and infallibly fhould fall into 
temptation, and death, without all difference, fave only thatthe 
godly fins s#willingly, andthe ungodly fins willingly, Butif the 
fame things be done by both, and God in both be difhonoured, 
and their duty prevarieated , the pretended unwillingneffe is 
the figne of a greater , and a bafer flavery, and of a condi- 
tion lefletobe endured. For the fervitude which is againft me is 
intolerable, but if I choofe the ftate of a fervant, Iam freein my 
minde, | , 
Libertatis fervaveris umbrame 

. , , Siquicqnid jubeare velis | | 
certain itis, that fuch a perfon who fain would, but cannot choofe 
but commit adultery, or drunkennefle, isthe verieft flave to fia 
that can be imagined, and not atall freed by the Spirit, and by 
the liberty of the fonsofGod; *and there is no other difference, 
but that the miftaken good man feels his flavery , and fees his 
chains, and his fetters; but therefore itig certain that heis, be- 


ia 


—* Tot rebus 
iniquis 
Parnimus vi- 
Gi:venia eff 
hecfola pude- 
ris, shied 
que meius,ni 
| jam petuiffe ne 


| eaufe he fees himfelfto bea flave. No man canbeafetvant of }é Lucan. 


fin, 
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fin, and a fervant of righteoufnelle at the fametime, but every A 
man that hath the Spirit of God, is afervant of righteoufnefle; 
and therefore who foever finde great fins to be unavoidable, are in 
a {tate of death and reprobation, (as to the prefene ) becaufe they 
willingly, or unwillingly (ie matters not much, whether of the 
two )are fervantsof fin, — So 

2. Sins of infirmity, as they are {mallin theirinftance , fo 
they put on their degree of excufablenefle, only aceording to the 
weaknefle or infirmity of a mans underftanding: Sofar as men 
( without their own fault ) underftand not their duty, or are pof- 
felled with weakneffe of principles, or are deftitute and void of 
difcourfe, or difcerning powers, and acts, fo far if afincreeps 
upon them, It is as naturall, and as free froma law, as ts the acti- 
on ofachilde; But ifany thingelfe be mingled with it, 2f it pro~ 
ceed from any other principle, it is criminall and not excufed by 
our infirmity; becaufe it is chofen: anda mans will hath no in- 
firmity, but when it wants the grace of God, or is maftered with 
paffions,and finfull appetites: and that infirmity is the ftateofun- 


3. The violence or ftrength of 2 temptation is not fufficientto 
excufe an action, or to make it accountable upon the ftock of a 
pitiable and innocent infirmity; if it leaves the underftanding ftill 
able to judge; becaufe a temptation. cannot have any proper 
firengths but from our felves, aad becaufe we have in usa principle 
of bafenefle which this temptation meets, and only perfwades 
mete at, becaufe I Jove it. Jofeph met with a temptation as 
violent and as firong as any man: and it is certain there are not 
many Chriftians but would fall under it, . and callit, 4 (is of sm- 
firmity;Goce they have been taught fo to abufe themfelves, by fow- 
ing fig-leavesbefore their nakednefle : but becaufe Jofeph hada 
ftrength of God within him, the ftreagth of chaftity, thereforeit 
could not atall prevail upon-bim, Some men cannot by any art of 
bell be tempted tobe drunk; otherscanno more refift an invita- 
tion to fuch a meeting, then they can refufe to die if adagger 
were drunk with their heart blood; becaufe thei evil babits made 
them weak on that part: And fome man that ts fortified againtt 
revenge it may be will certainly fall under a temptation to un- 
cleannefie: for every temptation is-great or fmall, according as 
the manis; ata good word will ‘certainly lead fome men to an 
ation of folly, while another will not think ten thoufand pound 
a confiderable argument to.make him tell.one fingle lie, again{t his 
duty, or his con{cience. : - | | war 

4 No habitual fin, ( that. is ) no fin that retarns: conftanely, 
or frequently, that is repented of, and committed. again, and {til 
repented of, and then again committed, no fuch finis excufable 
with a pretence of infirmity: Becaufe that fin ixcertainly : 
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A | and certainly condemned, and therefore returns, not becaufe of SERM, II, 
the weaknefle of nature, but the wéaknefie of grace: the principle 
of this, is an evil {pirit, an habitual] averfation from God, a domi- 
pion and empire of fin: and asno man for hisinclination, and apt- 
neffe to the fins of the flefh, is to be called carnall, if he corrects his 
inclinations, and turns them into vertues: fono mancanbecalled 
fpirituall for his good wifhes, and apt inclinations to goodnelle, if 
thefe inclinations palle not into acts, andthefe atts into habits, and 
holy cuftoms, and walkings, and converfation with God. }utas 
natural concupifcence corrected becomes the matter of vertue: {0 
thefe good inclinations, and condemnings of our fin, if they be in- 
effective and end in finfull actions, are the perfect fignes ofa repro- 
bate,and unregenerate eftate. - 
The fum isthis, Ananimat man, aman under the law, acar- 
nall man ( for as to this, they areall one )is fold under fin, heis 
a fervant of corruption, he falls frequently into the fame finto 
which he is tempted, ke commends the Law, he confentsto it 
that it is good, he does not commend fin, he does fome little 
things againit it, but they are weak and imperfed, his luft is 
ftronger, his paflions violent, and unmortified, his habits vitious, 
his cuftoms finfull, and he lives in the regions of fin, and dies | 
and entersinto its portion Buta fpirituall man, aman that isin 
the ftateof grace, who is bornanew of ehe fpirit, that is regene- 
rate by the Spirit of Chrift, he is led by the Spirit, he livesin the 
Spirit, he does the works of God cheerfully, habitually, vigorouf- 
ly: and although he fomerimes flips, yet it is but feldom, itis in 
{mall inftances: his life is fuch as he cannot pretend to be jufti- 
fied by works, and merit, but by mercy, and the faith of Jefus 
Chrilt,yet he never fins great fins: Ifhe does, heis for that pre- 
fene falue from Gods favurs and though pollibly he may reco- 
ver, (and the fmaller, or feldomer the finis, the fooner may be 
his reftitution ) yet for the prefent / Ifay )he is out of Gods fa- 
vour, But hethat remains in the grace of God, finsnot by any de- 
liberate, confultive, knowing a@t; he is incident to fuch a {urprize 
as may confift with the weakneffe, and judgement of a good 
man: but whatfoever is, dr muft be confidered, if it cannot pafle 
without confideration, it cannot pafle without fin; and therefore 
cannot enter upon him, while he remains in that tate. For he 
that is in Chrsft, 1 hine the body is dead by reafon of fin andthe 
Gofpel did not differ from the Law , but that the Gofpel gives 
grace and ftrength to do whatfoever it commands » which the 
Law did not; and the greatnefle of the pronife of eternall life is | 
fuch an argument to them that confider it, that it muftneeds be 
of force fufficient, to perfwade amanto ufe all his faculties, and 
all his ftrength, that he may obtain it: God exacted all upon this 


ftock 5 God knew this could do every thing: Néshil nov in hoc pre- 
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to be fober, and Dives to be charitable, and Simon Magus himfelf 


Avoftle: For fince God hath given us reafon to choofe, and a 


| promife to exchange, for our temperance; and faith, and charity, 


and juftice. for thefe (I fay ) happinefle. exceeding great happi- 
nefle; that we fhall be Kings, that we fhall reigne with God; with 
Chrift, with all che holy Angels for ever, in felicities fo great, that 
we have not now capacities to underftand it. our heart 1s not big 
| enough to think it; there cannot in the world be a greater induce- 
ment to engage us agreater argument to oblige us to do pur duty. 
God hath not ip heaven a bigger arguments it is not poflible any 
thing in the world fhould be bigger: which becaufe the Spirit of 
God hath revealed tous. if by this ftrength of his we walk in his 
wayes, and be ingrafted into bis ftock, and a forth his fruits, 
| th: fructs «f tie Spirit, then we ave in Chrift, and Chrift in us, then me 
walk in. he fpirtt, and the Spirit dwels ix ws, and our portion fhall be 


the right hand of his Father for ever, and ever. Amen. 


Serm- 


Ske ach I]. | fwmpfit Deus ( {aid one. ) This will make a fatyr chaft, and Silenus | A 


to defpife reputation, and Saul toturn froma Perfecutor toan | 


there, where Chrift by the Spirit maketh interci{fion for ws, thatis, at} 
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ENTAILED CURSE 
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Exodus 20. part of the 4. verfe, 


Ithe Lordthy God am a jealous God, vifiting the iniquity 
of the fathers uponthe children, unto the third aud fourth 
generation of y i thathateme:° 2 | 
D| 6, Andfhewing mercy unto thoufands of themthatlove| . 
me, and keep my Commandements. 3 


(CH give penfions to Oratours, todiffwade men from 
aril ee running into houfes infedted with the plague, or 
to intreat them to be out of love with violent |. 
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(hy 7M AT is not neceflary that a Common-wealth fhould 


Wey’ torments, or to create in men evil opinions con- | 

cerning famine, or painfull deaths: Every man 
hath a fufficient ftock of felf-love, upon the 

E | ftrength of which he hath entertained principles ftrong enough to 
fecure himfelfagainft voluntary mifchiefs, and from running in- 
to ftates of death and violence. A man would think that this I have 
now faid, were in all cafes certainly true; andI wouid to God it 
were, For that which isthe greateft evil, that which sane 

| C 3 = evils 
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SsRMILUL. jevils, that which curns goodintoevil, and every naturall evil in- 
toa greater forrow, and makes that forrow lafting and perpetual ; 
that which fharpens the edge of {words, and makes agues to be 
feavers, and feavers to turn into. plagues; that which puts {tings 
into every fly, and uneafinefle to every trifling accident , and 
{trings every whip with Scorpions, ( you know I muft needs 
meati fin .) thatevil, men {uffer — and choofe willingly, 
and run after it greedily , and wall not uffer them felves to be di- 
yorced from it: and thereforer3od hath hired fervants to fight a- 
gainft this evil 5 he hath fet Augels with fiery fwordsto drive us 
fromit, he hathimployed Advocates to plead againft it, he hath 
made Lawsand Decrees againft it, he hath difpatched Prophets 
to warn us of it, and hath eftablifhed an Order of men, men of 
his own family, and who are fed at his own charges, ( I mean 
the whole Order of the Clergy ) whofe office is like watchmento 
give an alarum at every approach of fin, with as much affright- 
mentasifan enemy wereneer, orthe fea broke in upon the flat 
Countrey ; and all this, onely to perfwade men not tobe ex- 
tremely miferable, for nothing, for vanity, for a trcuble, fora dif- 
eafe: forfome fins naturally are difeales, and all others are na- 
turall nothings, meer privations, or imperfections, contrary to 
goodneffe, to felicity, to God himfelf: And yet God hath hedged 
Gp round about with thorns, and fin of it {elf too brings thorns: 
and itabufesa manin all his capacities, and it places poifon in al] 
thofe feats and receptions where he could poffibly entertain hap- 
| pinefle. Forif fin pretend to pleafe the fenfe, it doth firft abufe 
3 it fhamefully , and then-humoursit: it can onely feed an im- 
roftume; nonaturall, reafonable, and-perfective appetite: and 
befides its own eflentiall appendages, and proprieties 5 things are 
{o ordered thata fire is kindled round about us; and every thing 
within us, above, below us, and on every fide of us. isan argu- 
| ment againft, and an enemy to fin; and for its fingle pretence, 
that it comes to pleafe one of the fenfes, one of thofe faculties 
which are inus the fame they areinaCow, ithath an evil] fo com- 
municative, thatit doth not onely work like poifon, to thedillo- 
lution of foul and body ;_ but itis a ficknetie like the plague, it in- 
feés all our houfes, and corrupts the air, and the very breath of 
heaven: forit moves God firft to jealoufie. ( and that takes off his 
friend(hip and kindenefle towards us )and then to anger ;,and that 
‘makes him a refolved enemy 5 and it brings evil, notonely upon 
our felves, but upon all our relatives; upon our felves, and our 
children, eventhe children of ovr Nephews, 44 satos natornm, 
c» qui nafcentur ab ills, to the third and fourth generation : and 
therefore ifa man fhould defpife the eye. or (word of man, if he 
fins, he is to conteft with the jealoufie ofa provoked Ged: If he 
doth not regard bimfelf, lethim pity his pretty children: If ‘i 
: : € 
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A | be angry and hates all that he fees, and is not folicitous for his Sanig JU 


children, yet let him pitty the generations which are yet unborn ; 
lethim sot briagacurfe upon his whole family, and fuffer his 
name to-rot ia eutfes and difhonours; let not his memory re- 
main polluted with an eeernal ftain: if all this will not deter a 
man from fin, there is no inftrument left for thats mans vertue, ho 
_ |hopes of his felicity, no recovery of his forrows and ficknefles; 
| but he muft fink under the ftroaks of a jealous God into the dif- 
honour of eternall ages , arid the groanings of a never ceafing 
forrow. | 2. eo | 
God is 4 jealous God } that is the firlt great {troke, he ftrikes a- 
gainft fin, he {peaks after the manner of men, and in {0 fpeakiag 
we know, hethat is jealous is fufpic:ous, he is inquifitive, he is im- 
placable. 1. God is pleafed to reprefent himfelf a perfon very 
fifpiciows, both in refped of perfons and things. For our perfons 
we give him caufe enough: for we are finners from our Mo- 
thers womb; we make {clemn vows and break them inftantly 5 
‘| wecry for pardon and ftill renew the fin; we defire God totry 
_|usence more, and we provoke him ten times further: we ufe the 
means of grace to cure us, and we turn them into vices and op- 
| portunities of fin; we curfe our fins, and yet long for them ex- 
tremely 3 we renounce them publickly, and yct {end for them in 
private and fhew them kindenefle: we leave little offences, but 
our faith and our charity is not —_ enough to Mafter great ones; 
and fometimes wearefham’d outof great ones, but yet entertain 
little ones ; or tf we difclaim both, yet we love to remember them, 
and delight in their paft actions, and bring them home to us, at 
Jeaft by fiction of imagination; and we love to be betrayed into 
them; we would fain have things {o ordered by chance or power, 
that # may feem neceflary to fin, or that it may become excufa- 
‘| ble, and dreffed fiely for our own circumftances: and for ever we 


long after the fieth pots of Egypt.the garlick and the Onions: and | 


we fo little do efteem Manna, the food of Angels, we fo loath 
the bread of Heaven, that any temptation will make us return to 
| our fetters and our bondage; andif we do not tempt our felves, 
yet we do not refifta temptation, or if we pray againft it, we 
defire not to be heard; and if we be affifted, yet we will not 
work together with thofe affiftances; fothatunlefle we be for- 
ced, nothing will be done: we are fo willing to perith, andfo 
unwilling to be faved, that we minifter to God reafon enough to. 
fafpect us: and therefore itis no wonder that God is jealous of 
us: We keep company with Harlots and polluted perfons : we are 
Kind to allGods Enemies, and love that which he hates: how can 
it be otherwife but that we fhould be fufpetted? Let us make our 
belt ofic, and {eeif wecan recover the good opinion of Gods 
foras yet-we are but /sfpec¥ed perfons, 2, And therefore God is 
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Sur ILl..; inquifitives, he looks for that which he fain would never finde ; 


fionate, as if( not we, but }himfelf were to receive the favour 3 
-\he that would part with his onely Son from his bofome , and 


take any of our duty from him, who hath fo ftrangely. deferved it 
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God fets {pies upon us 5. he looks upon us himfelf through the Cur- 
tains of acloud ; and he fends Angels to efpie us in all our wayes, 
and permits the Devil to' winnow us and to accufe us, and ere&tsa 
Tribunal and witneffes in our.own con{ciences, and he cannot want 
information concerning our {malleft irregularities. Sometimes the 
Devil accufes,but he alfo fometimes accufesus falfly either malici- | - 
oufly,or ignorantly.and we-ftand upright in that particular by inno. 
cence ; and fometimes by penitence, and all this while our Con{ci- 
ence, is aur friend: Sometimes our confcience does accufe us unto 
God ; and then we ftand convid by our own judgement. Some- 
times, if our-confcience acquit us, yet we are aot thereby juf-fied: 
For, as Afofes accufed the Jews; fo do Chrift and his Apoftles 
accufe us, not in their perfons, but by their works, and 
by their words, by the thing it felf, by confronting the 
laws of Chrift, and our practifes. Sometimesthe Angels who 
are the obfervers of all our works carry up fad tydings tothe 
Court of Heaven againftus, Thustwo Angels were the informers | - 
again{t Sodom 5 bur yet thefe were the laft; for before that time. 
the cry of their iniquity had founded Joud and fadly in Heaven ; 
and all this is the dire@ and proper effect of his jealoufie; which 
fers {pies upon all the actions, and watches the circumftances, 
and tells the {teps, and attends the bufinefles, the recreations, the 
publications, and retirements of every man, and will not fuffer a 
thought to wander, but he ufes means to correct it's errour, and to 
reduceittohimfelf. For he that created us and daily feedsus, 
he that intreats us to be happy , with an opportunity fo paf- 


the embraces of eternity, and give him over toa fhameful and | - 
curfed death for us, cannot but be fuppofed to love us with 
a great love, . andto own us with anintire title, and therefore 
that he would fain fecure us to himfelf with an undivided |. 
pofleffion: and itcannot-but be infinitely reafonable : for to. 
whom elfe fhould any. of us belong,. but to God? Did the 
world create us? Or did luft ever do us any good: Did Sa- 
than ever fuffer one {tripe for our: advantage ?. Does not he. 
{tudy all the wayes to ruine us? Doe the Sun or the {tars pre- |} 
ferve us alive? Or do we get underftanding from the Angels ? 
Did ever any joynt of our body knit, or our heart ever keep 
one true minute of a pulfe without God? Had not we been ei- 
ther nothing, or worfe,: thatis, infinitely, eternally miferable, |: 
but that God made us capable, and then purfued us. with arts 
and devices of great mercy to forceusto be happy ¢ Great rea~ 
fon therefore there is , that God fhould be jealous, left we 


all, 
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. all, and give it toa creature, .or to our enemy, who cannot beca-. | S2eRM, ILL, 
‘| pable ofany... But how ever, it will concern us with much caution 
to abferve our own ways, fince we arc made a fheacleto God,to An- 
| gels, andto Men: Godhath fet fo many {pies upon us, the bleffed 
‘Angels and the curfed Devils, good men and bad men, the eye 
of Heaven, and eye of that eye, God himéfelf,all watching left we 
rob God of his Honour, and our felves of our hopes; For by his 
prime intention he hath chofen fo to get his own glory,as may bef 
confift with our felicity : His great defigne is to be glorified in 
our being faved. 3. Gods jealoufie hath a fadder effed then all this. 
For all this is for mercy but if we provoke zhis jealoufie,if he findes 
usin our fpiritual whordoms, heis#mplacab/e, thatis, he isangry 
| with us to eternity, unlefle we return in time: and if wedo, it may 
be he will not be appea(ed in all inftances:and when he forgives us, 
he will make fome referves of his wrathshe will punith our perfons, 
or our eftate ; he will chaftife us at home, or abroad, in our bodies, 
or in our children ; for ke will vifit our fins upon our children from 
generation to generation: and if they be made miferable for our 
fins, they are unhappy in fuch parents; but we bear the curfeand 
the anger of God, even while they bear bisrod : God wifits the fins 
of the Fathers spon the children ] That's the fecond Great ftroke he 
{trikes againft fin, and is now to be confidered. 
~ That God doth fo is certain; becaufe he faith he doth: and 
that this is juft in him fotodo, isalfo ascertain, therefore becaufe 2 
hedothit. Foras his lawes are our meafures, fo his ‘actions, and 
his own will are his own meafures. He that hath right over all 
things, and all perfons, cannot do wrongtoany thing. He that is 
elfentially juft, (and there could beno fuch thing as juftice, or 
juftice it {elf could not be good, if it did not derive from him ) itis 
impoflible for him to be unjuft, But ince God is pleafed to {peak 
after the manner of men, it miay wel, confit with our duty to en- 
™ | quire into thofe manners of confideration, whereby we may under- 
ftand the equity of Gd in this proceeding, and to be inftructed alfo 
in our own danger, if we perfevere in fin. _ 
1. No man is made a jimmer by the fault of another man 
without his ownconfent. _ For to every one God gives his choice, | . 
and fets lifeand death before every. of the fons of Adam: and| - 
therefore this death is not a confequent.to ary fin, but our own. 
Inthis fenfeitistrue, thatéfthe fathers eat fowre grapes, the chil- 
drens teeth fhall not be fet on edge: and therefore the finof Adam 
which was derived to all the world; did not bring the world to 
any other death but temporall, by the intermediall {tages of fick- 
| nefs, and temporal infelicities: And itis not faid that fupaffed upen | 
all men but death,and that alfo no otherwile but ie’ @xirzes Suap7, in 
| 46 much a5 al men have (inned:as they have followed the fteps of theit 
father,fothey are partakers of this death, And therefore it is very 
a "a permark- 
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SERMLIII’ remarkable; that death brought in by fis, wasnothing/werinds-| A 
cedto man; mari onely wasredsced to his own naturall conditi- 
on, from which before Adams fall he ftood exempted by fuper- 
naturall favour, andtherefore although the taking away thatex- 
traordinary grace, or priviledge was a punifhment; yet the fuf- 
-| fering thenaturall death, was directly none; but a condition of 
his creation, naturall , and therefore not primarily evil; but if 
not good, yetatleaftindifferent. And thetruth and purpofe of 
this obfervation will extend it felf, if we cbferve, that before any 
man died, Chrift was promifed, by whom death was to lofe its 
fting, by whom death did ceafe to be an evil, and was, or might | B 
be, if wedo belong to Chrift, a ftate of advantage, Sothat we by 
occaffon of Adams fin, being returned to our naturall certainty of 
dying, do ftill even in this very particular ftand beeween the blef- 
fing and the curfing, If we follow Chrift, deathis our friend; If 
we imitate the prevarication of Adam, then death becomes an evil; 
the condition of our nature, becomes the punifhment of csr own 
fin , notof Adams: for although his fin brought death in, yet it is 
onely our fin that makesdeath to be evil: And I defire this to be 
obferved, becau(e it is of great ufe in vindicating the Divine juftice 
in the matter of this queftion, The materiall pare of the evil came | © 
from our father upon us, but the formality of it, the {ting and the. 
curfeis onely by our felves.. | | 
2. Forthe faule of others, many may become miéferable, even 
all or any of thofe, whofe relation is fuch to the finner, thathein 
any fenfe may by fuch infliGions be punifhed, execrable, or op- 
preffed. Indeed it were ftrange, if when a plague were in Ethio- 
pia, the Athenians fhould be infected: or ifthe houfe of Pericles 
were vifited, and Thucydides fhould die for it. Foralthough 
| there are fome evils which (as Plutarch faith ) are am/is & prepe- 
gationibys praedita incredibili celeritate in longinquum penetrantia,| ry 
{uch which can dart evil influences, as Porcupines do their quils; 
- | yet asat {0 great diftances the knowledge of any confederate events 
mutt needs be uncertain: foitisalfo ufelefle, becaufe we neither 
can joyne their caufes, nor their circumftances, nor their accidents 
into any neighbourhood of conjunction : Relations are feldome 
noted at fuch diftances; andifthey were, itiscertain, {omany 
accidents willintervene, that will out-weigh the efficacy of fuch 
relations; that by any fo far diftant events, we cannot be inftrud- 
edinany duty, nor underftand our felves reproved for any faule. 
But when the relation is neerer_and is joyned under fuch a head, | BE 
and common caufe,, that the influence is perceived, and the parts 
of it do ufially communicate in benefit, notices, or infelicit 
( efpecially if they relate to each other, as fuperiour and inferiour) 
hen it is certain, the fin is infectious. ( mean) not onely in exam- 
ple, but alfo in punifhment, — — he iat 
ren ed 


er 


The intailof curfes cut off. | 33 


A | And of this I fhall thew, 1. In what inftances ufually it; Sax, IL, 
is fo. 2. For what reafons it is fo, and juftly fo, 3, In what 
degree, andin whatcafesit is fo, 4. What remedies there are 
forthisevil, = | | | 

1, tis foin kingdoms, in Churches, in families, in political], 
artificiall, and even in accidental] focieties: _ 

| ‘Whea David numbred the people, God was angry with him; 

but he punifhed the people for the crime; feventy thoufand men 

died of the plague: and when God gave to David the choice of 

three plagues, he chofe that of the peftilence, in which the meaneft 

B | ofthe people, and fuch which have the leaft fociety with the a@s 
and crimes of Kings are moft commonly devoured, whileft the 
powerfull and finning perfons by arts of phyfick, and flight, b 
provifions of nature, and accidents are more commonly a | 
* But the ftory of the Kings of Ifrael hath furnithed us with an 
example fitted with all the {tranger circumftances in this queftion. 
Jothuah had {worn to the Gibeonites ( who had craftily fecured 
their lives, by exchanging it for their liberties : ) Almoft 500. 
yeers after, Saul inzeal tothe men ofl{rael and Judah flew many 
ofthem. After this Saul dies, andno queftion was made of it, 

C | But in the dayes of David there was a famine in the land three 
yeers together 5 and God being inquired of, {aid it was becaufe of 
Saul his killing the Gibeonites. What had the people to do with 
their Kings faul? or at leaft, the people of David with the faule of 
Saul ? That we fhall fee anon: But fee the way that was appointed 
to gxpuate the crime, and the calamity. David took feven of Sauls 
fons and hanged them up againft the Sun, and after that God was 
intreated for the land. The ftory obferves one circu m{tance more: 
that for the kindnefle of Jonathan, David {pared Mephibofheth, 
Now this {tory doth not onely inftance in Kingdoms, but in fami- 

D | lies too. The fathers fault is punifhed upon the fons of the fa- 

| mily and the Kings fault upon the people of his Jand. even af- 
ter the death of the King, after the death of the father. Thus 
God vifited the fia of Ahab, partly upon him(elf, partly upon 
his fons. Iw: not bring the evil in his dayes, bat in his fous dayes 
will ! bring the evil wpon bis houfe. Thus didGod flay the childe 
of Baththeba for the fin of his father David: andthe whole fa- | 
mily of Eli, all his kinred of the neerer lines were thruft from 
the priefthood , and a curfe made to defcend upon his children 
for many ages, that «ll the males Should die young, and in the 
| flower of their youth. The boldnefle and impiety of Cham made 

E Vhis potterity to be accurfed, and brought flavery into the world. 
Becaufe Amalek fought with the fons of Ifrael at Rephidim, God 
took up a quarrel againft the nation for ever. And above all ex- 
amples is that of the Jews, who put to death the Lord of life, 
and made their nation to be ananathema forever, untill the ~ 
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So nc Sere 
SeAMAII,' of reftitution. H7 blood be upon us, and upon our children, \fwefhed| A 
innocent blood, If we provoke God to wrath, If we opprefle the 
poor, If we cracifie the Lord of life again and pat him to an open fhame, 
the wrath of God will be upon us and upon our children, to make 
usa curfed family, and who are the finners, to be the {tock and ori- 
ginal of the curfe ; the pedigree of the mifery fhall derive 
from us. | 

This laft mftance went further then the other of families and 
| kingdoms, For not only the fingle families of the Jews were made 
miferable for their Fathers murdering the Lord of life, noralfo 
was the Nation extinguifhed alone for the fins of their Rulers, but | B 
the religion was removed ; it ceafed to be Gods people; the fyna- 
gogue was rejected, and her vail rent, and her privacies difmant- 
led, and the Gentiles were made to be Gods people.w hen the Jews 
| inclofure was difpark’d. I need not further to inftance this propofi- 
tion inthecafe of National Churches, though itisa fad calamity 
that is fallen upon all the feven Churches of Afia(to whom the fpirit 
of God wrote feven Epifties by Saint Jos ) and almoft all the 
Churches of Africa, where Chrift was worfhipped,and now e- 
| honset is thruft in (ub{tirution, and the-people are fervants, and the 
religion is extinguifhed or where it rematns,it fhines like the Moon | ¢ 
in an Eclipfe,or like the Jeaft {park of the Pleiades. feen but feldom, | 
And that rather thining like a gloworm,then ataper enkindled with 
a beam of the Sun of righteoufnefle. { thall adde rg more inftances 
| to verifie the truth of this, fave only I fhall obferve to you, that 
even there is danger in being in evil company, in fufpecied’pl@es, 
in the civil focieties and fellowthips of wicked men, | 


—— Vetaho qui Cereris facram 

vulgerit arcane, fab ijfdem 
fittrabibus, fragilemq;mecem Ip 
folvat phafelum, {ape Diefpiter - 

Neglect us, im cefto addidtt integrum 


And it hapned to the Mariners who carried Jonah, to bein danger 
with a horrid ftorme, becaufe foxab was there who had finned a- 
gain{t the Lord. Many times the fin of one manis punifbed by the 
falling of a houfe ora wall upon him, and then all the family arc 
like to be crufhed with the fame ruine ; fo dangerous, fo peftilenti- 
al, fo infectious a things fins that it {cattersthe poifon of its breath 
toallthe neighbourhood, and makesthat the man ought to be a- | E 
voided like a perfon infected with the plague. 

NextI am to confider why this 1s fo, and why it isjuftly fo? To 
this I anfwer. 1, Between Kings and their people, Parents and their 
children there is fo greata neceflitude, propriety and entercourfe 
ofnature, dominion, right and pofleffion, that they are by God 
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iand the laws of Nations reckoned as their Goods, and their blef. 
fings. The honour of a King ts inthe multitude of his people;.and children 
avea gift that cometh of the Lords and happy ts that man that bath bis 
quiver fullof them: and Lothys foal the man be bleffedthat feareth the 
Lord; his wife foal be like the fruitful vine by the wals of his heufe, bis 
children like olive branches round about his Table. Now if children 
bea bleffing, then to take them away in anger is a curfe: and if the 
lofle of flocks and herds, the burming of houfes, the blafting of fields 
beacurfe; how much greater is it to lofe our children, and to fee 


teftation and loathing of our bafenefle, When Jobs N:effengerstold 
him the fad ftories of fire from Heaven, the burning his fheep, and 
that the Sabeans had driven his Oxen away, and the Chaldeans had 
ftolne his Camels;thefe were fad arrefts to his troubled {pirit: but 
it was referved as the laft blow of that fad execution that the rpines 
of a houfe had crufhd his Sons and Daughters to their graves, Sons 
and Daughters are greater bleflings then fheep and Oxen : they are 
not fervants of profit as fheep are, but they fecure greater ends of | 
blefling;zhey preferve yout Names; they are fo many titles of pro- 
vifion and providence ; every new childe is anew title of Gods care 
of that family: They ferve the ends of honour,of commonwealths, 
and Kingdomssthey are images of our fouls,and images of God,and 
therefore are great bleffings ; and by confequence, they are great 
riches, though they are not.to be fold for mony : and furely he that 
hatha cabinet of invaluable jewels will think him(felf rich though 
he never felsthem, Dzes Godtake care for Oxen? (faid our blefled 
Saviour ) much more for you: yeaall and every one of your chil- 
dren are of more value then many Oxen: when therefore God for 
your fins {trikes them with crookednefle, with deformity, with 


den deaths, it isa greater curfe tous, then to lofe whole herds 


ble. They are our goods; they are our bleflings from God ; there- 
fore weare ftrien, when for our fakes they dye: Therefore 
we may properly be punifhed by evils happening to our Re- 
latives. ) | A , | 

2. Butasthisisa punifhment to us, fo itis not wnjoft as to them, 


dent to the moft Godly perfons in the world; and fince the King of 
Heaven and earth was madea man of forrows, it cannot be called 


temporal infelicities : only in fuch cafes we mutt diftinguifh thé 
thifery from the punifhment; forthat all the world dyes is a pu- 
nifhment of Adams fin: but itis no evil to thofe fingle perfons that 
die in the Lord; for they are bleffed in their death. Fonathaw was 
killed the fame day with his Father the King;and this was a punifh- 

, ment 


God flay them before our eyes, in hatredto our perfons, and de. | 


foclifhnefle,withim pertinent and caytive {pirits,with ha(ty or fud- | , 


of cattel. of which (it is certain) moft men would bevery fenfi- | 


though they be innocent, For all the calamities of this life are inci- | 


unjuft or intolerable that innocent perfons fhould be preffed with | © 
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SerMJII, ment to So#/ indeed. but to Jonathan it wasablefling: for fince| A 
God had appointed the kingdom to his neighbour, it was more ho- 
nourable for him to die fighting the Lords battel, then to live and 
fee himfelf the lafting teftimony of Gods curfe upon his Father ; 
whu loft the Kingdome from his family by his difobedience. That 
death is a ble{ling which ends an Honorable, and prevents an inglo- 
rious life, And our children (it may be ) fhall be fanctified by a 
forrow. and purified by the fire of affliction, and they fhall receive 
the bleffing of it; but itis to their Fathers a curfe, whe fhall wound 
their own hearts with forrow, and cover their heads witha robe 


| of fhame, for bringing fo great evil upon their houfe. B 
3. 3. God hath many ends of providence to ferve in this difpenfa- 
x _| tion ofhis judgements. * 1, He exprefles the higheft indignation a- 


gainft fin; and makes his examples lafting, communicative, and of 
great effect; itis a little image of hell; and we hall the Jefle wonder 
that God withthe pains ofeternity punifhes the fins of time, when | 
with our eyes we fee him punifha tranfient action witha lafting 
2 judgement. * 2. Itarrefts the {piritsof men, and furprifes their 
loofeneffes, and reftrains their gaiety, when we obferve that the 
judgements of God finde us out in all relations, and turn our com- 
forts into fadnefle, and makes our families the fcene of forrows, | ¢ 
and we can efcape him no where; and by fin are made obnoxious 
notaloneto verfonall judgements; but that we are made like the 
fountains of the dead fea, {prings of the lake of Sodom ; in {tead of 
refreining our families with bleflings, we leave them brimftone 
and drought, and poifon, and an evil name and the wrath of God, 
and a treafure of wrath ; and their Fathers fins for their portion and 
inheritance, * Naturalifts fay, that when the leading goats in the 
Greek Iflands have taken an Eryngus or fea holly into their mouths, 
all the herd will ftand (till, till the herds-man comes and for- 
ces itout, as apprehending the evil that will come to them all, if} p 
any of them,efpecially their Principals, taftan unwholfome plant: 
and indeed it is of a general concernment, that the Matter 
of a family, or the Prince of apeople, from whomas from 
a fountain many iffues do derive upon their Relatives . fhould 
be {prings of health and fanctity and bleffing; Iisa great right 
and propriety that a ‘King hath inhis people, or-aFathcr in his 
children, that.even their fins can do thefea mifchief, not one- 
¢ |ly. by adirect violence , but bythe execution of Gods wrath: 
God hath made ftrange bands and veflels, or chanels of commu- 
nication between them,when even the anger af God {hal be convei- | E 
ed by the conduites of fuch relations. That would be confidered. It 
binds them neerer then our new doctrine willendure: butitalfo 
binds us to pray forthem and for their Holineffe, and good Go- 
vernment,as earnefily as we would be deliver d from ceath,or fick- 
nelle, or poverty, or war, or the wrath of God in any inftance. 
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1A}. 3, Thisalfo will fatisfie the fearfulneffe of fuch perfons who | Ssrm, IIE 
think the evil profperous, and cai'the proud happy, Nomancan 2 
be called happy till he be dead; nor then neither, if he lived viti- 
oufly : Look how God handles him inhis children, in his family, 
in his grand-children ; and as it tells that generation which fees 
the sh, ea that God wasall the while angry with him; fo 
it Supports the {pirits of men in the intervall, and entertains them 
with the expeCtation ofa certain hope; for if Ido not live to fee 
his fin punifhed, yet his pofterity may finde themfelves accurfed, | - 
and feel their fathers fins in their own calamity 5 and the expe- 
p | Cation, or belief of that, may relieve my oppreffion, and eafe 
my forrowes, while I know that God will bear my injury ina 
lafting record, and when I have forgot it,. will bring it forth to 
-|judgement. The Athenians were highly pleafed when they faw 
honours done to the pofterity of Cimon C a good man, andarare 
citizen, but murdered for being wife and vertuous Jand when at 
the fame time they fawadecree of banifhment pafle againft the 
children of Lacharis, and Arifto, they laidtheir hands upon their 
—_— and with filence did admire the juftice of the Power 
_ | above. 
The fum of thisis; That in fending evils uponthe pofterity 
C | of evil men, God ferves many ends of providence, fome of wife- 
dome, fome of mercy, fome of juftice, and contradicts none: Far 
the evil of the innocent fon is the fathers punifhmentupon the ftock 
of his fin, and his relation; but the fad accident happens to the fon 
upon the {core of nature, and many ends of providence,and mercy. 
To which [ adde, that ifany, even the greateft temporall evil may 
| fall upon a man [ as blindeneffe did upon the blinde man in the 
Golpel ] when either he nor bis parens have finned; much more} | 
may it do fo, when his parents have, though hehavenot. For 
thereisanearer , or more vilible commenfuration of juftice, be- 
‘D | tween the parents fin, and the fons ficknefle, then between the evil 
ofthe fon, andthe innocence of father and fon together. The 
difpenfation therefore is righteous and fevere. | 
3. I amnowtoconfider in what degree, andin what cafes, 
thisisufuall, orto beexpected. Itisin the Text inftanced in the 
matter of worfhipping images. God is fo jealous of his honour, 
that he will not fuffer an image of himfelfto be made, left the 
image difhonour the fubftance;, nor any image of a creature to be 
worfhipped, though with a leffe honour, left that lefle {well up in- 
to a greater ; and he that is thus jealous of his honour,and therefore 
E | fo inftances it, is alfo very curious of it in all other particulars 5 and 
though to punith the fins of fathers upon the children, be more fo- 
lemnly threatned in this fin only, yet we findeit inflifted indifte- 
rently in any other great fin, as appears in the former precedents, 
This one thing I defireto be fri@ly obferved: That itis with 
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much 


SERM IL.) mucherrour, and great indiligence ufually taught in this 


as a 
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that the wrath of God defcends from fathers to children. onely in 
cafe the children imitate, and write after their fathers copy; fuppo- 
fing thefe words[ of them that hate me ] to relate to the children. 
But this is expreflely againft the words of the Text, and the exam- 
ples of the thing : God afflids good children of evil parents. for 
their fathers fins; and the words are plain and determinete: God 
vifits the fins of the fathers ix terttam @» quartam generationem 
eornm quioderuat mes to the third generation of then, of thofe fa- 
thers that hateme: thatis, uponthe great-grand-children of fuch 


| parents, So that if the great- grandfathers be haters of God, and 


lovers of iniquity, it may intail a curfe upon fo many generations, 
though the children be haters of their fathers hatred, and lovers 
ofGod. * And this hath been obferved even by wife men among 
the Heathens, whofe ftories tell, that <#tigorws was punithed for 
the tyranny of his father Dems:t zz: 5 Phyleus for his father Augeas ; 
pious and wife Neftor for his father Nelzas: And it was fo inthe 
cafe of fonathan, who loft the Kingdom and his life upon the 
{tock of his fathers fins; and the innocent childe of David was 
flain by the anger of God, not againft thechilde, whonever had 
defervedit, but the fathers adultery. I need not here repeat what 
I faidin vindication of the Divine juftice ; but I cbferyed this. to 
reprefent the danger ofa finning father, or mother, when it fhall 
fo infect the family with curfes, that it fhall ruine a wife and an 
innocent fon; and that vertue and innocence which fhall by God 
be accepted as fufficient through the Divine mercy to bring the 
fonto Heaven , yet it may be fhall not be accepted to quit him 


\from feeling the curfe of his fatherscrime, ina load of tempor 


rall infelicities: And who buta villain would ruine and undoea 
wife, a vertuous, and his own fon? But foitisin all the world. | | 
A traytor is condemned to -fuffer death himfelf, and his poftert- 
ty are made beggars, and difhonourable, his Efcutcheon is rever- 


| fed, his arms of honour are extinguifhed , the nobleneffe of his An- 


ceftours is forgotten, but his own finis not, while men by the 
characters of infamy are taught to call that family accurfed, which 
had fobafea father. Tércfeas was efteemed unfortunate, becaufe 
he could not fee his friends and children : the poor man was blinde 
with age: But thimas and Azave were more milecrable, -who 
did fee their children, buttook them for Lions, and Stags ; The 
parents were miferable frantick: But of all, they deplored the 
mifery of Hercules; who when he faw his children, took them for 
enemies, and endeavovred to deftroy them. And this isthe cafe 
of all vitions parents, That 2 mans enemies were they of bis own 
honfe, was accounted a greatcalamity: but itisworfe, when we 
Jove them tenderly,and fondly, and yet do them all the defpite we 


wilh toenemies; But fo itis, that in many cafes we do more an 
. chie 
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A ichieftoourchildren, thenif we fhould ftrangle them when they (SERMIIL, 
are newly taken from their mothers knees, or tear them in pieces | ' 
as Medea did her brother Ab/yrtws 3 Forto leave them to inherit a 
curfe, to leave them an intail'd calamity, a mifery, adifeafe, the 
wrath of God for am inheritance, that it may defcend upon them, 
and remark the family like their coat of arms,, is to be the parent 
of evil, the ruine of our family, the caufes of mifchief to them, 
who ought to be dearer to us then our own eyes. And let us re- 
member this, when we are tempted to provoke the jealous God :. 
let us confider, thathis anger hath a progeny , anda defcending 

B | line, and it may break out in the dayes of our Nephews. . A Greek 
woman was accufed of adultery.becaufe fhe brought forth a Black- 
moor; andcould not acquit her felf, till fhe had proved that fhe 
had defcended in the fourth degree from an Ethiopian :: Her great 
Grand-father wasa Moor. And if Naturalifts fay true, that Ne- 
phews are very often liker to their Grand-fathers then to their Fa- 
thers; we fee that the femblance of our fouls, and the character of |- 
the perfon, is conveyed by fecret and undifcernable conveyances. 
Naturall prodution conveyes originall fin, and therefore, by the 
chanels of the body, it is not {trange that men convey an heredita= 

C |ry fin: And luftfull fons are ufually born to Satyrs; and mon- 
{ters of intemperance to the drunkards; and there are alfo here- 
ditary difeafes: which ifin the fathers they were effects of their 
fin, asitisin many cafes, itis notorious that the fathers fin is pu- 
nifhed, and the punifhment conveyed by naturall inftruments: fo 
that it cannot bea wonder, but it ought to bea huge affrightment | - 
froma ftate of fins If aman can be capable of fo much charity, | 
as to love himfelf in his own perfon, or inthe images of his na- 
ture, and heirs of his fortunes, and the fupports of his family, 

° |inthe children that God hath givenhim, Confider therefore that 
{D | you donot only a& your own tragedies when you fin, but you 
reprefent and effect the fortune of your children; youflay them 
with your own barbarousandinhumanehands. Onely be pleafed 
to compare the variety of eftates, of yqur own, and your children. 
If they on earth be miferable many times for their fathers fins,how 
great a {tate of mifery is that.in hell which they fuffer for their 
own? And how vilea perfon is that father, or mother, who for a 
little money, or to pleafe aluft, will be a parricide, and imbrue his 
hands in the blood of his own children ? | 
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“The Intail of Curfes cut off. 


Part II, 


A, Am to confider what remedies there are for fons to cut 
| off this intail of curfes 3 and whether, and by what means 
itis poflible for fons to prevent the being punifhed for 


‘| cheir fathers fins> And fince this thing is fo perplextand intri- 


ca‘e, hath fo eafie an objection, and fo hard an anfwer, looks fo 
likea cruelty, and fo unlikea juftice, (though it be infinitely juft, 
and very feverc, and ahuge enemy to fin ) it cannot be thought 
but that there are not only wayes left to reconcile Gods proceed- 
ing to the {tri rules of juftice, but alfo the condition of manto 
the poflibilitiesof Gods ufuall mercies. One faid of old, Ex tar- 
ditate fe Dij fontes pratereant, Cr infontes pleciant, juflitian faam 
non fic recfé refurciwnt, \f God be fo flow to punith the guilty, 
thatthe punifhment be deferred till the death of the guilty per- 


A 


onl 


fons and that God fhall be forced to punifh the mnocent, or to let | _ 


the fin quite efcape unpunifhed, it will. be fomething hard to joyn 
that juftice with mercy, orto joyn that action with juftice,’ Ine 


deed it will feem ftrange, but the reafon of i:s jultice Ihave ° 


already difcourfed : Ifnow we can finde how to reconcile this to 
Gods mercy too, orcan learn how tt may be turfied into a mercy, 
we need to take no other care, but that for our own particular we 
take heed we never tempt Gods anger upen our families, and that 
by competent and apt inftruments, we indeavour to cancell the 
decree, if it be gone out againft our families ; for then we make 
ufe of that feverity which God intended § and our felves thall be 
refrefhed in the hades, and by the cooling brooks of the Divine 
mercy ; even then when we fee the wrath of God breaking out up- 
onthe families round about us. . | 

1. The firft means to cut off the intail of wrath and curfings 


from afamily, is, for the fons to difavow thofe fignal actions of E 


impiety, in which their fathers were deeply guilty, and by which 


| they {tained great parts of their life, or have done fomething of 


very great unworthinefle and difreputation. S# qurs paterniv:ti/ 


| nafcitur baeves, nafcitur &» pene: The heir of his fathers wicked- 
nefle, is the heir of his fathers curfe: andafoncomes to inherit 2 | 


wicked- 


The intail of curfes cus off. 
A | wickednefic from his father three wayes. 1. 
any wayes confenting to.his fathers fin: As by {peaking of it with- 
out regret, or fhame 3 by pleafing himfelf in the ftory; or by ha- 
ving an evil minde, apt to counfel or do the like,if the fame circum- 
{tances fhould occur. Fora fon may contra a fin, not onely by 
derivation, and the contagion of example, but by approbation ; 
not only by acorporall, but bya virtuall conta 5 not only by 
tranfcribing an evil copy, but by cammendingit: and aman may 
have animum leprofam tm cate munda,a leprous and a polluted minde 
even for nothing, even foran empty and ineffeGive luft. An evil 
minde may contract the curfe of an evil action; and though the 
fon of a covetous father prove a prodipall, yet if he loves his faz 
thers vice for miniftring tohis vanity, he is difpofed not onely to 
a judgement for his own prodigality, but alfoto the curfe of his 
fathers avarice, — 2 | | 
_ 2. The fon may inherit his fathers wickeduefle by imitation 
and direct practife, and then thecurfe is like to come to purpofe 5 
a curfe by accumulation,a treafure of wrath : and then the children 
as they arrive to the height of wickednelle bya {peedy patlage, as 
being thruft forward by an active example, by countenance, by 
education, bya feldome reftraint, by a remifle difcipline ; fothey 
afcertainacurfetothefamily, by beinga perverfe generation, 2 
family fet up in oppofition againft God, by continuing and in- 
creafing the provocation. | | ms 

3- Sons inherit their fathers crimes, by receiving and en- 
joying the purchafes of their rapine, injuftice, and opprefficn, by 
rifing upon the ruine of their fathers fouls, by fitting warme in 
the furres which their father ftole, and walking in the grounds 
which are waterd with the tears of oppretied orphans, and wi- 
dows. Now inall-thelecafesthe ruleholds. If th (ou inherits 
the fin, he cannct ca it unjuft, if be inhersts alfo bis fathers punifhment. 
But to refcind the fatall chain, and break in funder the line of Gods 
anger, a fon istied in all thefe cafes to difavow his fathers crime. 
But becaufe the cafes are feverall, he muft alfo in feverall manners 
do it. a 

1. Every man is bound not to glory in, or fpeak honour of 
the powerfull and unjuft actions ot his Anceftors: Butasall the 
fons Of Adam are bound to be afbamed of that originall {tain 
which they derived from the loins of their abuied Father, they 
mult be humbled init, they muft deplore it as an evil Mother, 
_| anda troublefome daughter: fo muft children account it among ft 
the croffes of their family, and the ftains of their honour, that | 
they pafled thorow {o impure chanels, that inthe fenfe of mora- | | 
lity as well as nature, they can fay to corruption, then art my fax 
ther, and to rottenne([e, thou art my mather, 1 donot fay that fons 
are bound to publith, or declaim againft their fathers crimes, and | 

3 | to 
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to {peak of their fhamein Piszzs’s and before Trébunalss chat in- 
deed werea fure way to bring their fathers fins upon their own 
heads, by their own faults. No: LikeSem, and Japhet they 
muft go backward, ‘and caft a vail upon their nakedneffe and 
fhame, Ieftthey bring the curfe of their fathers angry difhonour 
upon their own impious and unrelenting heads, Noahs drunken- 
neffe fell upon Chams head, becaufe he did not hide the open- 
neffe of his fathers follies: he made his father ridiculous; but did 
not endeavour either to amend the fin; or to wrap the difhonour 
ina pious covering, Hethat goes to difavow his fathers fin by 
publifhing his fhame, hides anill face witha more ugly vizor, and 
endeavours by torches and phantaftick lights, to quench the burn- 
ing of that houfe which his father fet on fire: Thefe fires areto 
be fmothered and foextinguilhed, I deny not but it may become 
the piety ofa childe to tella fad ftory, to mourn, and reprefent 
areall grief for fo greata mifery, asis a wicked father or mother 5 

but this is to be done with a tenderneffe, as nice as we would drefle 
an eye withall 5 it muft be only with defignes of charity, of coun- 
fell, ofeafe, and with much prudence, anda fad fpirie: Thefe 
things being fecured, that which in this cafe remains is , that 
with all entercourfes between God and our felyes, we difavow 

the crime. 

Children are bound to pray to Gad, to fandtifie, to cure, to 
forgive their parents: and even concerning the fins of our forefa- 
thers, the Church hath taught us in her Letanies, to pray that God 
would be pleafedto forgive them, fo that neither we, nor they 
may fink underthe wrath of God for them. [| Remember net Lord 
ony offences, nor the offenccs of onr forefathers, ncither take thou ven- 
geance of our fins: Oxrs | in common and conjunttion : And Da- 
vid confefled to God, and humbled himfelf for the fins of his An- 


{ceftors and Deceflors: Our fathers have done amiffe, and dealt wic- 


2 King.32,13 


kedly , neither kept they thy great ciodueffein remembran:c, but were 
difobedient at the fea,even at the red fea. Sodid good King Jofiah, 
Great is the wrath of the Lord whichis kindled againf? us, becanfe our 
fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, Butthisisto 
be done between God and our felves.: orif in publike, then to 
be done by generall accufation; that God onely may read our 
particular forrows in the fingle fhame of our families regiftred in 
our hearts, and reprefented to him with humiliation, fhame, anda 


{hearty prayer, 


2. Thofe curfes which defcend from the Fathers to the children 
by imitation of the crimes of their progenitors, are to be cut off by 
{pecial and perfonal repentance, and prayer, as beinga {tate di- 
rectly oppofite to that which procured the curfe: And if the fons be 
pious, or return to an early and a fevere courfe of Holy living, they 


are to be remedied as other innocent and pious perfonsare, who 
| : | are 
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are fufferers under the burdens of their Relatives, whom I thal con.| Szerm,IV° 


| fore our bleffed Saviour calls them y:r¢2y SxoxJsiyeoup » Not onely the 
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fider by and by, Only obferve this ; that no publick orimaginative 
difavowings, no ceremonial and pompous refciffion of our Fathers 
crimes can be fufficient to interrupt the fucceffion of the curfe, if 
the children do fecretly practife or approve what they in pretence 
or ceremony difavow-and this is clearly proved(and it will help to 
explicate that difficult faying of our B, Saviour, ) Wo unto you, for ye| 
build the fepulchres of the Prophets, and your Fathers Rilled them: true~| tke rr. 47. 
ly ye oear witneffe that ye allow the deeds of your fathers ¢ for they kil- 
led them, and ye build their ferulchres: thatis, che Pharifees were 
huge hypocrites, and adorned the monuments of the Martyr Pro- 
phets,and in words difclaim’d their Fathers fin, but in deeds and de- 
figne they approved it. 1. Becaufe they fecretly wifh'd all {ach per- 
fonsdead ; -colebant mortuas q4os nolent Superftites: In charity to 
themfelves fome men wifh their enemies in Heaven » and would 
be at charges for amonument for them, that their malice,and their 
power and their bones might reftinthe fame grave: and yet that 
wilfh,and that expence is no teftimony of their Charity, but of their 
anger.2. Thefe men were willing that the monuments of thofe Pro- 
phets fhould remain,and be a vifible aflrightment to all fuch bold 
perfons and fevere reprehenders as they were; and therefore they 
builded their Sepulchres to be as beacons, and publications ofdan- 
ger toall Honeft Preachers, And this was the account Saint Chryfo- 
Jfiome gave of the place.. 3, To which aHo the circumftances of | 
the place concur. For they only (aid, if they had lived in their Fa- 
thers dayes they would not have done as they did ; but itis certain | 
they approved it,becaufe they purfued the fame courfes:and there- 


children of them that did kill the Prophets, but 4 Killing generation; 

the fin alfo defcends upon you, for ye havethe {ame killing minde; 

and although you honour them that aredead, and cannot {kame 

yous yet youdefigne the fame ufages againft them that are alive, 

even againft the Lord of the Prophets, again(t Chrift himfelf, 

whom ye will kill:and as Dioz faid of Caracalla nin Tos ayaII¢ dydecory 

éxSou® nuay tives duriy Sac Savoyras tender The man was troublefome 

to all good men when they were alive, but did them honour when 

they were dead: And when Herod had killed Ar ificbules,yet he made 
him a moft magnificent funeral ; and becaufe the Pharilees were of 

the fame humor, therefore our blefled Saviour bids them to filup the 

meafure of their Fathers iniquity ; for they {till continued the malice, 
only they painted it over with a pretence of piety and of difavow- 

ing their Fathers fins which if they had done reall y they being chil- 
dren of perfecutors, & much leffe could the adarning of the Prophcts 

fepulcbres have been juft caufé of a wo from Chrift; this being an 
act of piety, and the other of nature, inevitable, and not chofen by | 
them 5 and therefore not chargeable upon them. He therefore thar 
— will 
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Sen. lV, willto reall purpofes difavow his fathers crimes;mutft do it heartily | A 
and humbly and charitably, and throw off all affeGions to the like 
actions. For he that finds fault with his Father for killing 1/azah, or 
Feremy, and himfelf fhall kill 4rifobulus and John the Baptft; he 
that is angry becaufe the old Prophets were murdered, and fhall 
imprifon, and begger and deftroy the new ones ; He that difavows 
the perfecution in the primitive times, and honours the memory of 
the dead Martyrs, and yet every day makes new ones : ‘He that 
blames the oppreffion of the Country by any of his predeceflors, 
and yet fhall continue to opprefle his Tenants,and all that are with- 
in his gripe, that‘man cannot hope to be eafed from the curfe of his 
Fathers fins: Hegoesontoimitatethem, and therefore to fill up 
their meafure, and to reap a full treafure of wrath. 

3. But concerning the third - there is yet more difficulty. Fhofe 
fons that inherit their Fathers fins by polieffing the price of their Fa- 
thers fouls, thatis, by enjoying the goods gotten by their Fathers 

| rapine, may certainly quit the inheritance of the cur(le, if they quit 
the purchafe of the fin, thatis, ifthey pay their Fathers debts; his 
debts ofcontract,and his debts of juftice: his debts of entercourfe, 
and his debts of oppreflion. 1 donot fay that every manis bound 
to reftore all the land which his Anceftors have unjuftly {natched : 
for when by law the pofleflion is eftablifhed, though the Grand-. 
father entred likeathief, yet the Grand-child is bona fidei poffeffor, 
and may enjoy it juftly: and the reafons of this are great, and 
necellary: for the avoiding eternal {uites, and perpetuall difeafes 
of reftand confcience: becaufe there is no eftate in the world that 
could be enjoyed by any man honeftly, if pofterity were bound 
to make reftitution of all the wrongs done by their progenitors. 
But although the children of the far removed lines arc not obliged 
to reftitution, yet others are: and fome for the fame, foine for other 
reafons. 

1. Sonsare tied to reftore what their Fathers did ufurpe, or 
to make agreement, and an acceptable recompence for it if the cafe 
be vifible, evident and notorious, and the opprefled party de- 
mands it; becaufe in this cafe the law hath not fetled the pof- 
feffion inthe new tenant: or ifa judge hath, itis by injury; and 
thereis yet no collateral accidental title transferred by long pof- 
fefion, asitis in other cafes: and therefore if the ‘fon continues 
to opprefle the fame perfon, whom his Father firft injured, he may 
well expect to be the heir of his Fathers curfe, as well as of his cur- 
fed purchafe, | 5 

2.Whether by law and juftice,or not,the perfon be obliged,nay, 
although by all the folemnities of law theunjuft purchafe be efta- 
blithed,and that in con{cience the Grand-children be not obliged to 
reftitution in their own particulars, but-may contiaue to enjoy it 
withouta new fin ; yet if we fee 4 curfe defcending upon the family 
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if we probably fufpec that to be the caufe 5 thenif we make ref{ti- 
tution, we alfo moft certainly remove the curf{e : becaufe we take 
away the matter upon which the curfe is grounded : I donot fay, 
we fin, if we do not reftore: but that, if wedo not, We may fill 
be punifhed: The reafon of this is clear and vifible: For as with- 
out our faults, inmany cafes we may enjoy: thofe lands which our 
forefathers got unjuftly - fo without our faults we miy be punith- 
ed forthem. Foras they have tranfinitted the benefit to US, itis 
but reafonable we fhould (uffer the appendant calamity. If we re- 
ceive good, we muftalfo venture the evil that comes along with it: 
res tran cum {so o:ere, All lands and polletons pafle with their 
proper burdens, And ifany of my Anceftors wasa Tenant, and a 
fervant, and held his lands asa Villane to his Lord, his pofterity 
allo muft do fo, though accidentally they become noble. The 
cafeis the fame: If my Anceftorsentred unjuitly, there isacurfe 
and a plague that is due to that oppretiion and injuftice; and that is 
tue bur ‘emf thelind, and it defcends all along withit: And al- 
though I by the con/ent of laws ama juft polleflor, yet Iam obliged 
to the burden that comes with the land : | am indeed another kinde 
of perfon then my Grand-father 5 he wastan ufurper , but 
fam a juft poffelior 5 but becaufe in refpect of the land 
this was but an accidentall change ,_ therefore I ftillam Jiable 
to the burden, and the curfe that defcends with ie: but 
the way to take off the curfe is to quitthetitles and yeta man 
may choofe, Itmay be to lofe the land would be the bigger curfe: 
but if it be not-the way Is certain how you may be rid of it. * There 
wasa cuftome among the Greeks, that the children of themthat 
dyed of confumptions cr dropfiesall the while their Fathers bodies 
were burning in their funeral piles, did Ge with their feet in cold 
water, hoping that fuch a luftration. and ceremony would take off 
the lineal and defcending contagion from the children: I know not 
what cure they found by their fuperftition: but we may be fure, 
that if we wath (not our feet, but.) our hands of all the unjuft pur- 
chafes which our Fathers have tranfmitted to us, their hydropick 
thir{t of wealth thall not tranfmit tous a confumption of eftate, or 
any othercurfe. But this remedy is only in the matter of injury, 
oroppreflion, notin the.cafe of other fins: beciy fe other fins 
were tranfient: and as the guilt did not pafle upon the children, {0 
neither did theexteriour and permanent effec and therefore in 
other fins (in cafe they do derive a curfe) it cannot be removed, 
as in the matter of unjuft polleflion, itmaybe; whofe effect ( we 
may fo order it ) hall no more ftick tous then the guile of our fa- 
thers perfonal actions. i | ) 
The fumme is this. As Kingdoms ufe to expiate the faults of o- 
thers by acts of juftice: and as Churches ule to remove the accur- 
fed thing from fticking to the communities of the faithful, and the 
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by excommunicating and cenfuring the delinquent perfons: fo the 
Heirs and fons of families, are to remove from their houfe the 


curfe defcending from their fathers loins, by 1. Acts of difavow-|. 


ing the fins of their Anceftors. 2. By praying for pardon. 3. By be- 
ing humbled for them. 4, By renouncing the example; and 5.-Quit- 
ting the affection to thecrimes. 6. By not imitating the actions in 
Kinde, or in femblance and fimilitude 5 and laftly, 7. By refufing to 
rejoyce in the ungodly purchafes in which their Fathers did amiffe 
and dealt wickedly. 

Secondly. Butafter allthis, many cafesdooccur, in which we 
finde that innocent foris are punifhed - The remedies | have already 
difcourfed of, arefor fuch children, who havein fome manner or 
other contracted and derived the fin upon themielves But if we 
inquire, how thofe fons who have no entercourfe, or affinity with 
their fathers fins; or whofe fathers fins were fo tranfient, thatno 
benefit or effect did pafle upon their pofterity, how they may pre- 
vent, or take off the curfe that lyesupon the fami'y, tor their Fa- 
thers faults ; this will have fome diftinét contiderations, 

1. The pious children of evil Parents are to ftand firme upon 
the confidence of the Divine grace and mercy; and upon that per- 
fuafion to begin to work upon anew ftock, Forit isas certain,that 
he may derive a blefling upon his Pofterity, asthat his Parents 
could tranfmit acurfe: and 1fany man by p.ety thal] procure Gods 
favour to his Relatives and children, itis certain that he hath done 
more, then toefcape the punifhment of his Fathers follies, If (ia 
doth abowid, and evils by fin are derived from his Parents, sh 
more fall grace {uveradcund,and mercy by grace. [fhe was in dan- 


‘ger from thecrimes of others, much rather fhall he be fecured by 


his own piety: ForifGod punifhes the fins of the fathers to four 
generations, yet he rewards the piety of fathers to ten,to hundreds, 
and to thoufands. Many ofthe Anceftors of Aérsham were perfens 
not noted for religion; but fuffered in the publike impiety, and al- 


} moft univerfal idolatry of their ages; and yet all the evils that 


could thence defcend upon the family, were wiped off; and God 
bigan to reckon with Abraba” upona new {tock of bleffings and 
piety ; and he was under God, the Original of fo great a blefling, 
that his family for 1500. years together had from himatitle to 
many favours; and whatever evils did chance to them in the de- 


fcending ages, were but fingle evils, inrefpect of that treafure of | E 


mercies which the fathers piety had obtained to the whole nation. 
And it is remarkable to obferve ; how bleffings did ftick to them 
for their fathers fakes, even whether they wouldorno. For firft, 
his Grand-childe E/es proved a naughty man, and he loft the 
great bleffing which was intailed upon the family ; but he got, nota 
curfe, but a leile bleffing: and yet becaufe he loftthe greater blef- 
fing, God excluded him from being reckoned in the elder time 5 

or 
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for God forefeeing the event, fo ordered it, that he fhould frit 
lofe his birth-right, and then Jofe the bleffing; forit wasto be 
certain, thefamily mutt be reckoned for profperous in the pro- 
perline; and yet God blefled E/2a intoa great nation, and made 
him the father of many Princes. Now the line of bleffing being 
reckoned in Jacob, God blefled his family ftrangely, and by mira- 
cle, foralmoft five generations; -he brought them from Egypt by 
mighty fignes and wonders; and when for fin they all died in 
_| their way toCanaan, two onely excepted, God fo ordered it, that 
they were all reckoned as fingle deaths, the Nation {till defcen- 
ding like a river whofe waters were drunk up for the beauvrage of 
anarmy, but {till it keepsits name andcurrent, andthe waters are 
fupplied by fhowers, and fprings, and providence. After this, in- 
iquity ftill increafed,and then God ftruck deeper,and {pread curfes 
upon whole families: he tranflated the Priefthood trom lineto 
Jine,he removed the Kingdome from one family to anothers & {till 
they finned worfe and then weread that God {mote almoft a whole 
tribe the tribe of Benjamin was almoft extinguithed about the mat- 
ter of the Levites Concubine: but (till God remembred his promife 
which he made with their forefathers, & that breach was made up. 
After this we finde a greater rupture made; and ten tribes fell into 
idolatry,and ten tribes were carried captives into Aflyria,and never 
cameagain: But / God remenebred his covenant with Abrahsn, 
and left two Tribes ; but they were reftlefle in their provocation 
of the God of 4brabams; and they alfo were carried captive < 
But {till God was the God of their fathers and brought them back, 
and placed them fafe, and they grew again into a Kingdom and 
fhould have remained for ever, but that they killed one that was 
greater then 45-aham,even the Meflias ; and then they were rooted 
out, and the old covenant caft off, and God delighted no more to. 
be called the God of Abrahams but the Father of our Lord Jefus | 
Chrif, Aslongas God kept that relation, folong for the fathers.| 
fakes they hada title and an inheritance toa bleffing: for fo faith 
Saint Paul | es touching the elefion they are beloved for the Fathers 
akes, | | 
7 I did infift the longer upon this inftance,that I might remonitrate 
how great and how fure, and how preferving meercies, a pious 
Father of a family may derive upon his fucceeding generations: 
And if we do but rreadin the footfleps of our Father Abraham, we| 
fhall inherit ascertain bleffings, Butthen I pray, adde thefe con- | 
fiderations. | | | 7 
1. Ifagreat impiety , andaclamorous wickednefle hath ftain- } 
ed the honour ofa family, and difcompofed its title to the Divine 
mercies and protection, itis not an ordinary piety thatcan reftore 
thisfamily, An ordinary, even courfe of life, full of fweetnefle, | 
and innocency will fecure every fingle perfon in his own —— 
) . 3 intere 
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communicative to others, that muft plead againft the fins of their: 


Anceftors, and begin a new bank of mercies for the Relativessthat, 
mutt be a great, and excellent, a very religious ftate of life: A {mall 
penfion will maintaina fingle perfon: but he that hath a nume- 
rous family, and many to provide for, needs a greater providence 
of God, anda bigger provifion for their maintenance: and a {mall 
revenue will not keep up the dignity of a great houfe 5 efpecially, 
ifit be charged with a greatdebe: And this isthe very ftate of the 
prefentqueftion, That piety that muft be inftrumenial to rake off 


| the curfe imminent upon a family 3 to blefle a numerous pofterity, 


to fecure a fair condition to many ages, andto pay the debts of 
their Fathers fins, muft be fo large, as that all neceflary expences, 
and dutyes for his own foul being firft difcharged, it may be re- 
markable in great expreflions, it may be exemplar toall the fa- 
mily, it may be of uniuerfal efficacie, large in the extention of 


parts, deep inthe intention of degrees: and then, asthe root of a} 


tree receives nourifhment, not onely fufficient to preferve its own 
life, but to tranfmit a plaftick juice tothe trunk of the tree, and 
from thence to the utmoft branch and {malleft gem that knots 19 
the moft diftant part: So hall the great andexemplar piety 
of the father of a family , not onely preferve to the intereft of hus 


| own foul the life of grace, and hopes of glory. but fhall be a quick- 


ning fpirit, active and communicative of a blefling, not onely to the 
trunk ofthe tree, tothe body and rightly defcending line, but e- 
ven to the collateral branches, tothe moft diftant relatives, and 
all that (hall claim akindred, fhall have atitletoablefling, And 
this was the way that was prefcribed to the family of E/:, upon 
whom a fad curfe was intailed that there fhould not be anold man 
of the family for ever, and that they fhould be beggers, and lofe 
the office of Priefthood: by the counfel of R. Fcbaven the fon 
of Zachews all the family betook themfelves to a great, a ftrict and 
afevere religion ; and God was intreated to revoke his decree, 0 
be reconciled ro the family, to reftore them to the commen condi- 
tionofmen, from whence they ftood feparate by the difpleafure 
of God againft the crime of Eli, and his Sons Hophni and Pinehas. 
This courfe is {ure either to take off the judgement, orto change it 
into a bleffing; totake away therod, or the {martand evil of it; 
to convert the punifhment intoa meer naturall, or humane chance, 
and that chance tothe opportunity of a vertue, and that vertue to 
the occafion of a crown. ) 

2, Icisofgreat ufefor the fecuring of families, that every 
Mafter ofa family order bis life fo, that his piety and vertue be as 
communicative as is poflible ; that is, that he fecure the religion 
of his whole family, by a fevere fupravifion and animadverlion, 
and by cutting off all thofe unprofitable and hurtful grins 
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~ {| Aj which load the tree and hinder the growth, and ftock & difimprove |Szrm,1V 
the fruit, & revert evil juice to the very root it felf.Calvifius Sabinus 
Jaid out vaft {ums of mony upon his fervantsto, {tock his houfe with 
Jearned men; and brought one that could recite all Homer by heart; 
a fecond that was ready at Hefiod; a third at Pindar ; and for every 
of theLyricks one: having this fancy, that all that learning was his 
own,and whatfoever his fervants knew,made him fo much the more 
fkilful. It was noted in the man fora richand a prodigal folly:butif| 
he had chang d his inftance,8 brought none but vertuous fervants in. 
tohishoufe, he might better have reckoned his wealth upon their 
p | ftock, & the piety of his family might have helped to bleffe him, and 
to have increafed the treafure of the Mafters vertue. Every man that 
would either cut off the title of an old curfe, or fecure a blefling up- 
on anew ftock, muft make vertue as large in the fountain as he can, 
that it may the fooner water all his Relatives with fruitfulnefle and 
blefiings.And this was one of the things that God noted in Abraham, 
and bleffed his family for it, and his pofterity; / know that Abraham 
will reach his fons to fear me, Whena man teaches his family to know 
and fear God, then he {caters a blefling round about his habitation. 
And this helps to illuftrate the reafon of the thing as well as to prove | 
c | its certainty, We hear it {poken in our books of Religion, that the 
faith of the parentsis imputed to their children to good purpofes, & | 
that a good hufband fan¢tifies an ill wife,& 2 beleeving wife, an unbe- 
leeving husband ; and either of them makes the children to be fancti- | 
fied, elfe they were unclean, and unholy; thatis, the very defigning chil- 
dren tothe fervice of God is a fan@ification of them ; and therefore 
S. Hierom calls Chriftian children Candidatos fideiChriftiane: and 
if this very defignation of them makes them holy ; that is,acceptable 
toGod, intitled tothe promifes, partakers of the Covenant, within 
the condition of fons; much more fhall it be effectual to greater blef- 
fings when the Parents take care that the children hall be actually | 
D | pious, full of fobriety, full of religion, then it becomes a holy houfe, 
a chofen generation, an elect family ; and then there can noevil happen 
tothem, but fuch which will bring them ficerer to God ; that is,no 
croffe, but the croffe of Chrift; no misfortune, but that which fhall | 
leadthem to felicity : and ifany femblance ofa curfe happens in the 
generations, it is but like the anathema of a facrifice; not an accurfed, | 
but a devotedthing : for fo the facrifice upon whofe neck the Priefts 
knife doth fall, is fo far from being accurfed, that it hel pstogeta 
bleffing to all that joyn in the oblation:fo every misfortune that fhall 
difcompofe the eafe of a pious and religious family fhall bute make 
E | them fit to be prefented unto God ; and the rod of God thal] be like 
the branches of fig-trees, bitter and tharp in themfelves, but pro- | 
ductive of moft delicious fruit: no evil oan curfe the family whofe | — 
{tock is pious, and whofe branches are Helineffexnto the Lord. \fany 
leaf, or any boughs fhall fal! untimely, God fhall gather itup, and | 
| E ; place 
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SERMIV. | place itin his Temple, or at the foot of his throne; and that family | A 
mutt needs be blefled, whom infelicity it felf cannot make accurfed, 
Ifa curfe be feared to defcend upon a family for the fault of 
their Anceftors; pious fons have yet another way to fecure them- 
felves,& to withdraw the curfe from the family,or themfelves from 
the curfe ; and that is,by doing fome very great and illuftrious act of 
piety,an action é# gradu heroico (as Ariltotle calsit) an heroicall acti- 
on. If there fhould happen to be one Martyr tna family, it would re- 
concile the whole kinred to God, & make him who is more inclined 
to mercy then to feverity, rather to be pleafed with the Relatives of 
the Martyr,then continue to be angry with the Nephews of a decea- | p 
fed finner. I cannot infift long upon this - But you may fee it proved 
by one great inftance inthe cafe of Phinehas, whokilled an unclean 
Prince, & turned the wrath of God from his people : he was zealous 
for God and for his countreymen, & did an heroicall action of zeal : 
Num,.2$.42. | Wherefore (faith God ) Bebol.l Igive unto bint my cov:nant of peace, 
and he fhall have tt, and his feed after him, even the covenant of anever- 
lajting pricfthood ; becaufe be was zealous for bis God, and made an attone- 
ment for the children of Ifract. Thusthe fons of Rechab obtaind the 
bleffing ofan enduring and bleffed family, becaufethey were moft 
{trict & religious obfervers of their fathers precepts, and kept it after | C 
his death,and abftained from wine for ever;and no temptation could 
invite them to tafteit; for they had as great reverence to their fa- 
thers afhes,as being children they had to his rod, & to his eyes. Thus 
a man may turn the wrath of God from his family, & fecure a blef- 
fing for pofterity, by doing fome great noble acts of charity, ora re- 
markablechaftity, like that of Jofeph; oranexpenfive,an effectio- 
nate religion and love to Chrift and his fervants (as Mary Magdalene 
did. ) Such things as thefe which are extraordinary egreflicns and 
tran{volations beyond the ordinary courfe of an even piety, God 
loves to reward with an extraordinary favour 3 and givesit teftimo-.| p 
ny by an extraregular bleffing, .. ie 
_ One thing more L have to adde by way of advicesand that is,that 
all parents and fathers of families, from whofe loynsa bleffing or a 
icurfe ufually doesdefcend, bevery carefull, not onely generally 
| in all the actions of their lives (‘for that I have already prefied ) but, 
| particularly in the matterof repentance; that they be curious that 
| they finith 1t,& do it thorowly: for there are certain seeiyare uilavotas, 
leavings ofrepentance, svhich makes that Gods anger is taken from 
lus foimperfedtly : and although God for his fake who died for us, 
| will pardon a returning finner, and bring him to heaven through tri- | E 
| bulation & a fiery tryall;yet when a man is weary: of his forrow, and 
his faftingsare a load to him, & his fins are not fo perfetly renoun- 
ced, or hated as they ought, the parts of repentance which are left 
unfinifhed do fometimes fall uponthe heads, or upon the fortunes 
of the children. I donot fay, thisis regular andcertain, but fome- 
times 
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A times Goddealsthus. For this thing hath been fo, and therefore it. §8R™,1V 
may be fo again : we fee it was done in the cafe of 4424 , he humbled | 

| himfelfand went foftly , and lay in fackcloth, and called for par- 
_'don, and God took from hima judgement which was falling hea- 
vilyupon him: bute weall know his repentance was imperfe@ and 
lame + The fame evil fell upon his fons ; for fo faid God; I will bring 
the evil upon his houfe in his fonsdayes, Leave no arrears for thy 
pofterity to pay; but repent with an integral, a holy and excellent 
repentance, that God being reconciled to thee thoroughly, for thy 

fake alfo he may blefle thy {eed after thee. -_ 

g| Andafterall this, addeacontinual, a fervent, a hearty, anever 
ceafing prayer for thy children, ever remembring when they beg 4 
bleffing, that God hath put much of their fortune into your hands; 
and a tranfient formal [Ged bli//e thee ] will not out-weigh the load 
ofa great vice; and thecurfe that fcatters from thee by virtual cop- 
tad, and by the channels of relation , ifthou beeft a vicious perfon: 
Nothing can iffue from thy fountain but bitter waters. And asit were 

a great impudence for a condemned Traitor to beg of his injured 
Prince a province for his fon, for his fake: 0 itisan ineffective blefing 
‘we give our children, when we beg for them. what we have no title 

.| to for our felves. Nay, when wecan convey tothem nothing but a 
C curfe. Theprayer of a finner,the unhallowed with of a vitious Parent 
is but a poor donative to give toa childe who fuck’d poifon from his 
nurfe, and derives curfing from his Parents. They are punithed with 

a double torture in the fhame and paines of the damned, who dying 
Enemics to God have left an inventary of fins and wrath to he divi- 
ded among(t their children. But they chat can truely give a blefling 

to their children, are fuch as live a blefied life, and pray holy pray- 
ers, and perform an integral repentance, and do feparate from the 
fins of their Progenitors, anddo illuftrious ations, and begin the 
blefling of their family upon anew ftock; foras from the eyes of 

D | fome perfons, there thoots forth an evil influence; and fome have 
an evileye, andare infectious; fome look healthfully as a friendly | 
planet, and innocent as flowers: and as fome fancies conyey priyate | 
effects to confederate and allyed bodyes; and between the very vita! 
fpirits of friends and Relatives there is a cognation, aod they | 
refreth each other like focial plants, anda good manisa * friend | 
tocvery good man; and (they fay )that an ufurer knows anufa- | 
rer, and one rich man another, -there being by thé yery manners ‘Sia tra | 
| ofmen contraded a fimilitude of nature; and acommumication OF timyesnia, 


effe&s: fo in parents and their children there is fo great afociety of. rhe rae 
E | nature and of manners, of blefling and of curfing, that an evi) patent | een) usriuer. 
cannot perilh in a fingle death, and holy parents never eat their meat | Ariftor. 
ef blefling alone; but they make the roome fhine Jike the fire of 
a holy facrifice: and a Fathers or a Mothers piety makes all the 
houle feftivall,and full of joy from generation to generation. «47K, 
E22 . Sermon. | 


Bowe ome eae, 


| 
| 
| 


Lae 
e 
+B: 
mh » Po 
s . 
4 rE FD 
re 5 2 . a 

‘- on Wes~ C aed ee cs 
We VE) ~, : SY a = _ MEAT. : 

mA g Tha: an Se Ba re “a: 1 OR 5 
eQ », . Sh Z - : = 8 “ tY 
a8, py wdy Gap ‘J y SQ . ~ : 4 

\} —_- ' Lich 1A tj J Ca oe hie q ON \ 
rn A) : 4 Bri on" sl, ~ z, . we Ya > i 

, aes rnd Pats , ‘ » pet os = N 

ot zr, Tes ee. o %% a7, é ‘ “ ae ~~ > 
; \ c nb Ba; Ma) COR tae 4 C/ 07 A / ‘ SS : oN 5 
= : 
’ 
e 


THE 


Invalidity ofa late, or death- 


bed Repentance. 


: 13. Jeremy. 16. | 
Give glory to the Lord your God, beforebe caufe darkueffe, 
and before your feet fiumble upon the dark mountains : 
and while ye look for light, or, (left while ye look for 
light ) be foall turn it into the fhadow of death, and make 
it groffe darkueffe, _ = 


ft Od is the eternall fountain of honour, and the 

@ {pring of glory ;inhim itdwels effentially, from 
him, it derives originally; and when anaction is 
glorious, or a manis honourable, itis becaufe the 
2 action is pleafing to God, inthe relation of obe- 
S  dience or imitation,and becaufe the man is honou- 

| . *.. .¥ed by God, or by Gods Vicegerent; and there- 
fore God cannot be difhonoured, becaufe all honour comes from 
himfelf; he cannot but be glorified, becaufe to be himfelfis to be 


infinitely glorious. And yet he ispleafed to fay, that our fins di- 
| fhonour him, and our obedience does glorifie him, But as the Sun, 


the greateye of the world, prying into the recefles of rocks, and 


2 the hollowneffe of valleys, receives fpecies, or vifible forms from 


thefe objects, but he beholds them onely by that light which pro- 
ceeds from himfelf: So does God who is the light of that eye; 
he receives reflexes and returns fromus, and thefe he calls glorif- 

| cations 


: or death bed repentance. | 63 
A cations of himfelf, but they are fuch which are made fo by his| SaxM, V, 
own gracious ‘acceptation. For God cannot be glorified by any 
thing but by himfelf, and by hisown inftruments, which he makes 
as mirrours to reflect his own excellency, that by feeing the glory | 
of fuch emanations , he may rejoycéin his own works, becaufé 
they areimages of hisinfinity. Thus whenhe made the beauteous 
frame of heaven and earth, he rejoyced init, and glorified himfelf, 
becaufe it was the glafle in w hich he bebeld his witdome, and Al- 
mighty power: And when God deftroyed the old world, inthat 
alfo he glorified himfelf; for in thofe waters he faw the image of 
B |hisjuftice; they were the looking-glaffe for that Attribute ; and 
God 1s {aid to langh at, and rejtyce in the deiruiscn of a finner, 
becaufe heis pleafed with the Oeconomy of his own lawes, and 
the excellent proportions he hath made of his judgements . con- 
fequenttoour fins. Butaboveall, God rejoycedin his Holy Son, 
for he was the image of the Divinity , the character eid expriife 
imeige of bis perfoz, in him he beheld his own Ellence, his wife- 
dom, his power, his juftice, and his perfon, and he was that ex- 
cellent inftrument defigned from eternall ages to reprefent as in 
a double mirrrour, not onely the glories of God to himfelf, butal- 
¢ | fo toall the worlds and he glorified God by the inftrument of obe- 
dience , in which God beheld his own dominion, and the fanctity 
of his lawes clearly reprefented; and he faw his juftice glorified, |° . 
when it was fully fatisfied by the paffion ofbis Son . and fo he 
hath tranfmitted to usa great manner of. the Divine glorification, 
being becometcusthe Authour, and the Example of giving glory 
to God after the manner of men, that is, by well-doing. and pa- 
tient fuffering, by obeying his lawes, and fubmitting 10 his power, 
by imitating his holinefle, and confeffing his goodnefie, by remain- 
ing innocent, or beconm.ng penitent : for this alo is called in the Text | 
p| GIVING GLORY TO THELORD OUR GOD.]| 
For he that hath difhonoured God by fins, that is, hath dented, 
bya morallinftrament of duty , and fubordination, to confelle 
the glories of his power, and the goodnefle of his lawes, and hath 
difhonoured, and defpifed his mercy, which God intended as anin-| - 
, {trument of our piety, hath no better way to glorifie God, then 
by returning to his duty , toadvance the hcnour of the Divine 
Attributesin which he ts pleafed to communicate himfelf, and to 
have entercourfe with man. He that repents. confeiles his own er- 
rour, and the righteou{ncfle of Gods lawes, and by judging him- 
felfconfeflesthat he deferves punifhment, and thereture that God 
E | is righteous if he punitheshim: and byreturning, confelles God 
to be the fountain of felicity, and the foundation of true, folic, 
and permanent joyes, faying in the fenfe and paiffion of the Difci- 
| ples, Whither fhall w: go? for thou haft the words of eternal life: 
and by hmmbling hinafelf, exaltsGod by making the i ae 
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Seam, V.' of diftance moreimmenfe, and vaft: and as repentance does con-| A 
tain initall the parts of holy life which canbe performed by a re- 
turning finner ( all the acts, and habits of vertue, being but parts, 
orinftances, oreffects of repentance ): fo all the actions ofa ho- 
ly life do conftitute the maffe and body of all thofe inftruments 
whereby God is pleafed to glorifiehimfelf. * For if God is glori- 
fied in the Sun and Moon, in the rare fabrick of the honey- 
combs, inthe difcipline of Bees, inthe ceconomy of Pifmires, in 
the little houfes of birds, in the curiofity of an eye, God being 
pleafed to delight in thofe little images and reflexes of himfclf 
from thofe pretty mirrours, which like acrevice ina wall thorow |B 
anarrow perfpcctive tranfmit the fpecies of a waft excellency |. 
much rather fhall Gad be pleafedto behold himfelf in the glatles | 
ofour obedience, inthe emiflions of our will and underftanding 5 
thefe being rationall and apt inftrumentsto expreflehim, farre 
better then the naturall , as beeing neerer communications of 
himfelf. | 

But I fhallno longer difcourfe of the Philofophy of this ex- 
prefion; certainit is, that inthe ftilecf Scripture, repentance is 
the great glorification of Ged andthe Prophet , by calling the peo- 
ple to give Ged glory, calls upon them to r-pent; and fo exprefles C 
both the duty and the event of it; the event being[ Glory to God 

.|on high, and peace on earth, and gocd will towards men | by the 
foleinftrument of repentance. And this was it which Jofbuah faid 

Jofhua 7. 19| to Achan, [| Give pone thee glory to the Lord God of Ifrael, 
and make confeffion unto him: that one ad of repentance is one 

Pfal.s1.4. | act of glorifying God: and this David acknowledged. Againft 
thee onely have I finned, at tu juftificeris, that thou mighteft be 

| juftified, or cleared, thatis, that God may have the honour of be- 

| ing righteous, and we the fhame of receding from fo excellenta 

Rem.3-4. | perfection: or asS, Paul quotesand explicatesthe place. Let God D 
be true and every man a lyar, asitis written, that thou mightel be jufi- | 
fiedin thy fayings, and wightet cvercome: when thou art judged. Butto 

| clear the fenfe of this expreflion ofthe Prophet, obfcrve the words 

-‘|Revr69. | ofS. John: and men were fcorched with creat beat, and blafphemed the 

| name of God n ho bath powcr overth:fe plagues, and they repented not to 

give him glory, . , 

So that having {trength and reafon from thefe fo many autho- 
tities, I may be freeto read the words of my Texte thus, [ Rep-at of 
aliyour fins before God caufe darkuefe, and before your feet fluubée 
upon the dark m.untains | and then we have here the duty of re-| & 
pentance, and thetime of its performance, it mult be wertrore edrareD 
a feafonat le and timely repentance, arepentance which muft be- 
gin before our darknefle begin, a repentance in the day time, sf 
dum déesejt operensint, thatye may work while itis to day, leftif 
we fiumble wpon the dark mountains, that is, fall inte the ruines 2] 

| Oo 


or death- bed repentance. | | $5" 
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A ioldage, which makes abroad way narrow, anda plain way to | SanM, V- 
be a craggy mountain; or if we ftumble and fall ito our laft | 
ficknefle , inftead of health God fends us to our grave, and inftead | 
of light and falvation which we then confidently look for, he . 
make our ftate to be outer darkneffe, that is, mifery irremediable, 
mifery eternal]. | 
_ This exhortation of che Prophet was alwayes full of caution 
and prudence, but now it is highly neceflary ; fince men who are fo 
clamoroufly called tozepentance that they cannot avoid the necefh- 
ty ofie, yet that they may reconcile an evil life with the hopes of 
heaven, have crowded this duty into folittle room, thatit is al- 
moft ftrangled and extin@; and they have lopped off fo many 
members, that they have reduced the whole body of itto the di- 
mentions of a little finger, facrificing their childhood to vanity, 
their youthto luft, and to intemperance, their manhood to am- 
bition and rage, pride and revenge, fecular defires, and unholy 
actions; and yet ftillfurther, giving their old age to ppacahed Ae 3 
and opprefiion, tothe world, and tothe Devil; and after all this 
what remains for God and for Religion? Oh, for that, they will 
do weil enough; upon their death-bed they will think a few 
godly thoughts, they will fend fora Prieftto minifter comfort to 
them; they will pray and afk God forgivenefie, and receive the 
holy Sacrament, and leave their goods behinde them, Se 
them to their friendsand relatives, and fome Dole, and iflues of 
the almes-bafket tothe poor and if after all this they die quietly, 
andlikealamb, and be canonizd bya bribd flatterer ina funerall : 
fermon, they makeno doubt but they are children of the kingdom, | | 
and perceive not their folly , till without hope of remedy they roar 
in their expectations of a certain, but a horrid eternity of pains. 
* Certainly nothing hath made more ample harvefts for the Devil, 
then the deferring of repentance upon vain cdnfidences, and leflen- 
ing it inthe extention of parts, as well as intenfion of degrees, while 
we imagine that a few tears, and {catterings of devotion are enough 
to expiate the bafenefle of a fifty or threefcore yeersimpiety. This 
Ifhall endeavour to cure, by fhewing whatitisto repent, and that 
repentance implies init the duty of alife, or of many and great, 
of long and lafting parts ofit; and then by direct arguments, fhew- 
ing that repentance put off to our death-bed is invalid and ineftectu- 
all, fick, languid, and impotent, like our dying bodies and difabled 
faculties. - 
1, Firft therefore, Repentance impliesa deep forrow, asthe 
beginning and introduction of this duty; not a fuperficial figh, 
or tear, notacalling our felves finners, and miferable perfons 5 
this is far from that godly forrow that worketh repentance; and 
yet I with there wérenone inthe world, or none amongft us, who 
cannot remember that ever they have done this little acre the 
abolition 
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SEM. V. abolition of their multitudes of fins; but yet if it were not| A 

| a hearty, pungent forrow, aforrow that fhall break the heart in 
pieces; a forrow that fhall fo irreconcile us to fin, as to make 
us rather chofe to die then to fin, itisnot fo muchas the begin- 
ning of repentance. Butin Holy fcripture, when the people are 
called to repentance and forrow ( which is ever the prologue to it ) 
marches fadly, and firft opens the fcene, it is ever expretied to be 

ick *7-31- | great, clamorous and fad: it is called | a weeping forely Jin the verfe 

“3 | pexe after my text, La weeping with the ly:tcernefle of hearts a 
| turning to the Lord with weeping, falting,and mourning; 9 weeping 

day and night; the forrow of heart; the breaking of the {pirits| p 
the mourning likea dove, and chattering likea fwallows ] andif 
we obferve the threnes and fad accents of the Prophet Jeremy 
when he wept forthe finsof his Nation, the heart-breakings of 
David when he mourned for his adultery and murder, and the 
bitter tears of Saint Peter when he watlhed off the guilt and bafe- 
nelle ofhis fall, and the denying his Matter; we thall be fufhci- 
ently inftructed in this preludium or introduction to repen- | 
tance; und that it is not every breath of a figh, or moifture of 
atendereye, not every crying{ Lordhave mercy upon me |] that 
isfucha forrow as begins our refticutionto the ftate of graceand | C 
Divine favour: but fuch a forrow that really condemnes our 
felves, and by an active, effectual fentencé declares us wor- 
thy of ftripes and death, of forrow and eternal! pains, and 
willingly endures the firft to prevent the fecond; and weeps and 
mourns, and faftsto obtain of God but to admit us to a poflibility 

' {ofreftitution: and although all forrow for fins hath not the fame 

expreflion, nor the fame degree of pungency and fenfitive trou- 
fee Rule of H, |DI¢ ( which differsaccording to the temper of the body, cuftome, 
living.D. of |thelexe, and accidental tendernetle ) yet it is not a Godly forrow 

repentance. /unlelle it really produce thefe eflectss thatis, 1. That it makes us D 

pore really to hate,and 2.aCtually to decline fin and 3. produce in us a fear 
of Gods anger, afenfe ofthe guilt of his difpleafure; and 4. Then, 
fuch confequent trouble as can confift with fuch apprehenfion of the 

Divine difpleafure: whichifitexprefle not in tears and hearty com- 
plaints, mutt be exprefled in watchings and ftrivings again{t fin, 
in confefling the goodneffe and juftice of God threatening or pu- 
nifhing us, in patiently bearing the rod of God, inconfeflion of our 
fins, in accufation of our felyes, in perpetual begging of pardon, 
and mean and bate opinions of our felves, and in all the natural pro- 

' ductions from thefe ; according to our temper and conftitution ; 1t | E 
muft bea forrow of the realonable faculry , the greateft in tts 
kinde 5 and if it be lefle in kinde; or not productive of thefe | . 
effects, it is mot a godly forrow, not the exordium of repen- 

i tance. | 

But I defirethat itbe obferved, that forrow for fins, isnot Re- 

pentance; 
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A ; pentance; not that duty which gives glory to God, foas to obtain! SerM, V. 
of him that he will glorifie us. Repentance is a great volume of | 
duty 5; and Godly forrowis but the frontifpiece or title page: itis 
the harbinger or firft introduction to its or if you will confider it 
in the words of Saint Pax!: [ Godly forrow worketh repentance ] | 2 Cor.7, 
forrow is the Parent, and repentance is the product ; and there- 
foreitisa high piece of ignorance to fuppofe, that a crying out 
and roaring for our fins upon our deathbed can reconcile us to God; 
our crying to Ged Mutt be fo early, and fo lafting, as to be able 
to teem, and produce fuch a on » which muft live long, 
and grow from an Embryo to an infant, from infancy to childhood, 
from thence to the fulneffe of the ftature of Chrift, and then it isa 
holy and a happy forrow:but ifit bea forrow onely of a death-bed, | 
it is a fruitlefie fhower, or like the rain of Sodom not the beginning 
of repentance, but the kindling of a flame, the comimericement of 
an eternal forrow. For Ahab had a great forrow, but it wrought no- 
thing upon his {pirit.it did not reconcile his affections to his duty,and 
hisduty to God. ‘Judas had fo great a forrow for betraying the 
innocent blood of his Lord, that it was intolerable to his Spirit, and | 
he burft in the middle - and if meer forrow be repentance, then hell 
¢ | is full of penitents, for[ there weeping and wailing, and gnafhing of 
tecthforevermore | 
Let us therefore beg of God ( a$ Calebs daughter did of her Fa- 
ther ) dedifli mihi terram aridem, da etiam C» irriguam, thou 
haft given mea dry land, give me alfo a land of waters, adwel- 
ling place in tears, rivers of tears, ut qusniam non fumus digni ocu- 
los orandoad celam levare, at ferent digni oculos plorandocecare, as 
Saint Ax/finsexpreflionis, that becaufe we are not worthy to lift 
up our eyesto heaven in prayer, yet we may be worthy to weep 
our felves blinde for fin, the meaning is, that we beg fotrow of 
D God, fuchaforrow as may be fufficient to quench the flames of 
luft, and furmount the hills of our pride, and may extinguifh out 
thirft of covetoufnefle; thatis, a forrow that fhall be an efféCive 
principle of arming all our faculties againft fin, and heartily fer- 
ting upon the work of grace, and the perfevering labours of a holy 
life. * Ifhallonely adde one word tothis: That our fotrow for 
fin isnot to be eftimated by our tears, and our fenfible expreffions, 
but by our active hatred, and dereliction of fin: and is many 
times unperceived th outward demonftration. It is reported of the 
Mother of Peter Lombard, Gratian, and Comeftor, that the having 
. | had three fons begotten in unhallowed embraces, upon her déath- 
E | bed did omit the recitation of thofe crimes to her confeffour ; ad- 
ding this for Apology, that her three fons proved perfons fo emt- 
nent in the Church, that their excellency was abundant recom- 
pence for her demerit: and therefore the could not grieve, be- 
caufe God had glorified himfelf fo much by three eee fo 
excellent 
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SERM, V, excellent; and that although her fin had abounded, yet Gods grace’ A 
| did fuperabound. Her confeflor replied, at cole sattem quod dolere | 
non peifis, grieve that thou canft notgrieve: and fomuft we, al- 
wayes fear that our trouble for fin 1s not greatenough, thatour| 
{orrow is too remifle, that our affections are indifferent ; but wecan | 
onely be fure that our forrow isa godly forrow, when it worketh 
repeniance; thatis. when it makes us hate and leave all our fin, 
and take up the croffe of patience or penance: that is, confefle our 
fin, accufe our felves, condemn the action by hearty fentence ; and 
then, itit hath noother emanation but fafting and prayer for its 
pardon, and hearty induftry towards its abolition, our forrow is not | B 
reproveable, | : | 
For forrow alone will not doit; there mult follow a total dere- 
liction of our fin 5 and this is the firft part of repentance, Concern- 
ing which, Iconfider, that it is a fad miftaxe amongft many that 
do fome things towards repentance , that they miftuke the firftad- 
drefles, and inftruments of this pat of repentance for the whole 
duty it felf. Confeffion of fins is in order to the dereliGtion of them; 
but then Confeffion muft not be like the unlading of a thipto rake 
_linnew ftowage ;. or the vomits ofintemperance, which eafe the 
ftomack that they may continue the merry meeting : but fucha con- | o 
feffion is too frequent, in which menei:her comply with cuftome, 
or feek to cafe a prefentload, or gripe of con{cience, or are willing 
to drefle up their fouls againfta feftival, or hope for pardon up- 
onfoeafteterms: thefe are but retirings back to leap the further 
into mifchief; or but approaches to God with the lins; no con- 
feflion can be of any ufe, butas it is an inftrument of fhame to the 
perfon, of humiliation of the man, and dereliction of the fin, and 
receives its recompence but as it addstothefe purpofes: ali other, 
is like the bleating of the calves, andthe lowing of the Oxen which 
Saul referved after the {poil of 4gag: they proclaim the fin, but} p 
do nothing towardsits cures they ferve Gods end to make us juftly | ~ 
to be condemned out of our own mouths, but nothing at all cowards 
our abfolution, * Nay, ifwe proceed further, to the greareft 
ex preffions of humiliation ( parts of whichI reckon, fafting, pray- 
ing for pardon , judging and condemning of our felves by inftan- 
ces of a prefent indignation againft a crime _) yet unlefle this proceed 
fo far astoa total deletion of the fin, to the extirpation of every 
vitious habit , God is not glorified by our repentance, nor we fe- 
cured in our eternal intereft. Our fin muft be brought to judge- 
ment, and like Antinous in Homer, layed in the mids as the facrifice | E 
and the caufeofallthe mifchief. ~  « 
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This is the murderer , this is the Achan, thisis he that troubles If- 
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or death-bed repentance. | Bg 

A | rael ; let the fin be confelled and carried with the pomps and folem-|SgrmM. V 
| nities of forrow to its funeral, and fo let the murderer be flain: _ 
But if after all the forms of confeffion and forrow, fafting, and hu- 
miliation, and pretence of doingthe will of God, we {pare A- 
gag and the fatteft of the cattel, our delicious fins, and ftill leave 

an unlawful King, and a tyrant fin to reigne in our mortal bo- 
dies, we may pretend what’ we. will towards repentance , but 
we are no better penitents then Ahab, noneererto the obtain- 

ing of our hopes then Efau was to his birthright, for whofe re- 
pentance there was no place left, though he fought it carefully with 

B | tears, | , | | os 
Well ! let us fuppofe our penitent advanced thus far 
as that he decrees againftall fin , and in his hearty purpofes re- 
folves to decline it, as in a fevere fentence he hath condemned it 
as his betrayer and his murderer; yet we mutt be curious (for now 
onely the repentance properly begins ) that it be not onely like the | 
{pringings of the thorny or the high way ground, foon up and foon 
down: For fome men when a fadnefle or an unhandfome accident 
furprizes them, thenthey refolve again{t their fin, but like the 
goats in Ariftotle they give their milk no longer then they are 
1¢C | ftung: as foon as the thorns are removed , thefe men return 
to their firft hardnefle, and refolve then to act their firft cempta- 
tion. Others there are who never refolve againft afin, but ei 
ther when they have no temptation to it, or when their appe- 
tites are newly fatisfied with it , like thofe who immediately 
after afull dinner refolve to faft at fupper , and they keep it 
till their appetite returns, and then their refolution unties like 
the cords of vanity , or the goflamere againft the violence of 
the Northern winde. Thus a luftfull perfon fills all the capa- 
[city of his luft, and when he is wearied , and the fin goes off 
D | with unquietneffe and regret , and the appetite falls down like 
a horfeleech, when it is ready to burft with putrifaction and 

an unwholfome plethory ; thenherefolves to be a good man 
and could almoft vow to be a Hermit . and hates his luft, as 
Amnon hated his fifter Thamar , juft when he had newly acted his 

. [unworthy rape 5 but the next {pring-tide that. comes , every 
¢ | wave ofthe temptation, makes aninrode upon the refolution, and 
gets ground, and prevails againft it, more then his refolution pre- 
vailed againft his fin: How many drunken perfons, how many 

S wearers refolve daily and hourely againft their fin, and yet att 
them not once the lefle for all their infinite heap of fhame- 

E fully retreating purpofes * That refolution that begins upon 
juft grounds of forrow and fevere judgement , upon fear and 
love, that is made in the midft of a temptation , that is inqui- 
fitivemto all the means and inftruments of the cure , that prayes 
perpetually againft a fins that watches continually againft a 

, 7 furprize, 
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furprize, and never finks info it by deliberation ; that fights| A 
earneftly and carries on the war prudently and prevails byane- 
ver ceafing diligence againft the temptation: that onely is a 
pious and well-begun repentance. They that have their fits of 
a quartan , well and ill for ever, and think themfelves in per- 
fect healeh , when the ague is retired till its period returns , are 
dangeroufly miftaken. Thofe intervals of imperfect and fallaci- | 
ous refolution, are nothing but ftates of death : and if a man 
fhould depart this world in one of thofe godly fits (ashe thinks 
them ) heis no neerer to obtajn his blefied hope, then a man in 
the ftone collick is to health when his pain is eafed for the pre- 
fent, his difeafe {till remaining, and threatning an unwelcome 
return. “That refolution onely ts the beginning of a holy re-|. 


pentance which goes forth into a&, and whofe acts enlarge in- |: 


to habits, and whofe habits are productive of the fruits of a ho- 
ly life. | | | 
/ From hence we are to take our eftimate, whence our refo- 

lutions of piety muft commence, He that refolves not to live 
well till the time comes that he muft die , is ridiculous in his 
great defigne , as he is impertinent in his intermedial purpofes, 
and vain inhis hope. Canadying man to any real effect refolve 
to bechafte ? (for vertue mult bean act of election, and chaftity 
isthe contefting againft a proud and animperiousluft, active fleth, 
and infinuating temptation ) And what doth he refolve againft who 
can no more be tempted to the fin of unchaftity, then he can re- 
turne back agam to his youth and vigour. And it is confide- 
rable , that fince all the purpofes of a holy life which a dying 
man can make , cannot beréduced to act, by whatlaw, or rea- 
fon, or covenant, or revelation are we taught to diftinguifh the 
refolution of a dying man from the purpofes ofa living and vi- 


gorous perfon? Suppofea man im his youth and health moved | 


by confideration of the irregularity and deformity of fin, the 
danger of its productions, the wrath and difpleafure of Almighty 


_|God, fhould refolve to leave the puddles of impurity , and walk 


inthe paths of righteoufneffe; can this refolution alone put him 
into the ftateofgrace; ishe admitted to pardon and the favour 
of God before he hath in fome meafure performed aGually what 
he fo reafonably hath refolved> Bynomeans, For, [ refolution 
and purpofe ] is in its own nature and con(titution an imperfect 
act, and therefore can fignifie nothing without its performance and 
confummation. Itisasafacultyisto the a@, as {pring is to the 
harveft , as feed-time is to the Autumne , as Egges are’ to 
birds, or as a relative to its correfpondent ; nothing without 
it. And can it be imagined that a refolution in our health and 
life fhall be ineffectual without performance, and fhall a refo- 
lution barely fuch, do any Goodupon our death-bed ? Can fuch 

| purpofes 
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| or death bed repentance. a | 6: 
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A: purpofes prevail againfta long impiety rather then againft a young Ser. V, 
| res newly begun ftate of fin ? Will God at an cater rate di sit 
the fias of fifty or fixty yeers, then the fins of our youth onely ; 
or the iniquity of five yeers, or ten? Ifa holy life benot necef- |. 
fary to be livd, why thall ic be neceffary to refolve to live it? But 
ifa holy life be necefJary , then it cannotbe fufficient meerly to re- 
folveit, unleffe this refolution go forth in an actuall and reall fer- 
vice. Vaintherefore is the hope of thofe perfons who cither go on 
intheir fins , before their laft ficknefle, never thinking to return .in- 
to the wayes of God, from whence they have wandred all their life, 
B | never renewing their refolutions and vows of holy living; or if 
they have, yet their purpofes are forever blafted with thénext 
violent temptation. More prudent was the prayer of David, [ 0+ 
| bare mee alitle, that 1 may recover my firength before I go hence and 
be no 7i0re fern : ‘| And fomething like it was the faying of the Em- 
perour Charles the fift, Ister vite megotia Cy mortis diene oportet 
| hacines sntercedere: When ever our holy purpofes are renewed, 
unlefle God gives us time to at them, to mortifie and fubdue out 
lufts, to conquer and fubdue the whole kingdome of fit, to tife 
from our grave and be clothed with nerves and flefh and a new {kin, 
© | to overcome our deadly ficknefles, and by little and little to re- | 
turn to health and ftrength; unleffe we have grace and time to do 
allthis, our fins will ltedown with usin our graves. * For when 
a man hath contraéted a long habit of fin. and it hath been grow- 
ing upon him ten or twenty, fourty or fifty yeers, whofe ads he 
hath daily or hourly repeated, and they are grown to a fecond 
nature to him, and have fo prevailed upon the ruines of his fpirit, 
that the man is taken captive by the Devil at bis will, he is fatt 
bound as a flave tugging at the oare, that he1s grown in love with his 
fetters , and longs to be doing the work of fin, it is likely that after 
TD | all this progreffe and grouth in fin (in the wayes of which he 
runs faft without anyimpediment ) isit( I fay )likely, that a few 
dayes or weeks of fickneffe can recover him? [ the efpeciall hin- | 
drances of that ftate I fhall afterwards confider ] but, Can a} 
man be fuppofed fo prompt to piety and holy living, a man ( 1} 
| mean) that hath lived wickedly a long time together, can he be of 
fo ready and active a vertue upon the fudden, as to recover ina |: 
moneth, or a week what he hath been undoing in 20, or 30, yeers > 
Is it fo éafte to build, that a weak and infirm perfon, bound hand and 
foot fhall be able to build more in three dayes, then wasa building 
above fourty yeers ? Chrift did itina figurative fencé; but in this, 
E | it is not in the power of any man fo fuddenly to be recovered from 
folong : fickneffe. . Pango br agers itis, thacall chefe inftru- 
ments ofour converfion, [Confeffron of fins, praying for their pare 
don, and refolutions to lead a ig We thoes ‘aa { before our 
feet fumble upen the dark mountsins, ) left we leave the work onely 
, F réefolv 
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SERM, V, refolved upon tobe begun, which, it is neceflary we fhould in| A 
many degrees finith, if ever we mean to efcape the eternall dark- 
nefie: ‘For that we fhould actually abolifh the whole bidy of fin 
‘ und death, that we fhould crucifie the old man with bis fufts, that 
Swe fhould day afide every werght, and the fin that deth fo eafily 
© b-(ct ws, that we fhould caf away the works of darkneffe, that we 
Sfhould awake from ficep, and arife frm death, that wethould 
©xede.m the time, that we fhould cleanfe cur bands and purifee our 
heats, that we fhould have e/caped the corruption, (all the cor- 
‘ruption ) that in the whole world threngh luff, that nothing of 
“the g/d lcaven fhiuld remain in us, but that we be wholy 2 new|B 
‘lump, throughly transf.rnz-d and changed in thz image of our minde: 
| thefearethe perpetuall precepts of the Spirit , and the certain 
duty of man: and that, to have al thefe in purpofe onely , is | 
meerly tonopurpofe , without the actuall eradication of every 
vitious habit, andthe certain abolition of every criminall adhe- 
rence, isclearly and dogmatically decreed every where in the 
Scripture; For( they are the words of Saint Paul) they that are 
Chrifts b:ve cruc:fid the fl fh, with the affections and lujis > the 
work is actually done, and finis dead, or wounded morvally, be-| 
fore they can in any fence belong ta Chrift, to bea portion of his | o. 
Gal.6.1s. - | Mheritance: And He that is ia Chrifiis anew creature. For iachrift 
Gal.s.6. | Fofus nothing can avail but 4 new creature: nothing but a Keep- 
tCot7-9- | ing the Commeandzm:ats of Ged: . Not all our tears, » though we 
fhould weep like David and his men at Ziklag, till they could 
wepno mere, orthe womenof Ramah, _ or like the we.ping in 
the vaiiey of Hinzom, could fuffice, if we retain the affection to 
any one fin, orhave any unrepented of, or unmortified. Itistrue 
that a contrite and broken heart, Ged will not d-fpife. No, he will 
not. For if itbe a. heartyand permanent forrow, it is anexcel- 
lent beginning of repentance; and God will toa timely forrow} fp 
give the grace of repentance: He will not give pardon to forrow} — 
alone; but that which cught to be the proper effect of forrow, 
| that God thall give. © He fhall then open the gates of mercy, and 
admit you to a poflibility of reftitution; fo, that you may be 
within the covenant of repentance, which if you actually per- 
form, you may expect Gods promife, And in this fenfe Con- 
feflion will obtain‘our pardon; and humiliation will be accepted 5 
and our holy purpofes , and pious refolutions fhall be accounted 
for, tharis, thefe being the firft fteps and addrefles to that part of 
repentance, which confifts in the abolition of fins, fhal] be accepted | E 
fo far, asto procure fo much of the pardon, to do fo much of the 
work of reftitution, that Ged will admit the returning man toa 
further degreeof emendation, to a neerer poflibility of working 
out his falvation: bute then, if this forrow. and confeflion, and {trong 
purpofes begin then when our life is declined towards the ese 
7 an 
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| and is now ready to fetin darknefle and a difmall night; becaufe (Sanu, V- 


of themfelves they could but procure an admiffion to repentance, 
notat all to pardon, and plenary abfolution ; by fhewing that on 
our death-bed thefe are tco late and ineffe@uall, they call upon us 
to begin betimes, when thefe imperfect a@s may be confurnmate, 
and perfect in the adtuall performing thofe parts of holy life, to 


which they were ordained, in the nature of the thing, and the purpo- | 


fes of God. a | 

Laftly, fuppofeall this be done , and that by a long courfe of 
ftricinefle and feverity, mortification and circumfpection we have 
overcome all our vitious and bafer habits contracted and grown up- 
onus, like the ulcers and evilsof.a long furfet, and that we are clean 
and {wept; Suppofe that he hath wept and fafted, prayed and 
vowed to excellent purpofes : yet all thisis bue the one half of re- 
pentance ; ( fo infinitely miftaken is the world to think any thing to 
be enough to make up repentance 3) but torenew us, and reftore us 
to the favour of God, there is required far more then what hath 
been yet accounted for, See it in the fecond of S. Peter, 1 Chap. 4,5. 
vert. Having ejcaped the corruption that is inthe world thorouch | ft: 
etd befides this, giving alidiligence . addeto your faith vertur, to 
vertue knowwledge, to knowledge temperance, to temperance, patience, 
and(oon, to godlineffe, to brotherly kindweffe, and to charity: Theft 
things mxft be in you ard abound: This isthe fummetotall of re- 
pentance; We muft not onely have overcome fin, but we muft 
after great diligence have acquired the habits of all chofe Chriftian 
graces which are neceffary in the tranfaction of out affairs, inall 
relations to God and our neighbour , and our own perfon, It 
is not enough to fay , Lor7, -1 thank thee I am mo extortioner, 
no adulterer, not as this Publican all the reward of fuch a poe- 
nitent is, that when he hath ¢/caped the corruption of the worl, 
a hath alfo efcaped thofe heavy judgeiments which threatned 

is ruine. 


Nee furtum fesi, nce fugi, (6 mihi dicat 
Seruws, babes preciam 3 loris non ureris, aio. 
Now hominem occidi; non pafces im cruce corvos. 


{fa fervant have not robb'd his Mafter, nor offered to fly from | 
his bondage, he fhall {cape the Furca, his fleth thall not be ex- 
pofed to birds or fithes; but this is but the reward of innocent 
flavess it may be we have efcaped the rod of the extermi- 
nating Angel, when our fins are crucified ; but we fhall never 
enter inte the joy of the Lord, unlefle after we have put off the 
old msn with his affections and lufts, we alfo put on the new mean 
in righteon{e(fe and bolineife of Life, And this we are taughe 10 
|moft plain dodrine by Saint Paul, [ let us lay afide the — 
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SEa Mm, VJ that doth fo eafily befet us; } that is the one half; and [ then| A 

itfollows } Let ws rw with patience the race that is (et before ws. 

Heb.121. | Thefeare the jraits wecet for repentance, {poken of by S, John Baptift; 

| | thatis, when we renew our firlt undertaking in baptifme, and return |: 
to our courfes of innocence, | 


_ Parcus Deorumcultor, ¢» infrequens, 
Infanientis dum fapientie confultus erro 
Nave retrorfum vela dare, atque iterare curfws 

Cogor reli¥es — 


The fenfe of which words is well given us by S. John; © Remember 
Revels | “whence thon art fallen, repent and dothy firft werks. For all our 
hopes of heaven rely upon that Covenant which:-God made with 
usin Baptifme;. which is, ‘That being redeemed from our vain 
‘converfation , we fhould ferve him in holinefle and righteouf- 
—{§nefle all our dayes. Now when any of us hath prevaricated our 
part of the Covenant, we muft return to that ftate, and redeem 
the intermedial time fpent in fin by our doubled induftry in the 

| wayes of grace: we muft be reduced to our firft eftate, and make} 
{ome proportionable returns of duty, for our fad omiflions, and 
great violations of our Baptifmal vow. For God having made no 
covenant withus, butthat whichis configned in Baptifme; inthe 
{ame proportion in which we retain, or return to that, inthe fame 
weareto expect the pardon of our fins, and all the other promi- 
fes Evangelicall; but no otherwifes; unlefle we can fhew a new 
Gofpel, or be baptized again.by Gods appointment. He there- 
fore that by along habit, by a ftate and continued courfe of fin, 
hath gone fo far from his baptifmal purity, as that he hath nothing 
of the Chriftian left upon him but his name ;; that man hath much 
todo to make his garments clean, to purifie his foul, to take off 
all the {tains of fin, that his {pirit may be prefented pure to the eyes 
of God who beholds noimpurity. Itis not an eafie thing tocure 
}a long contracted habit of fin: Let any intemperate perfon but 
try in his own inftance of drunkennefle; or the {wearer in the 
{weetning his unwholfome language : but then fo to command 
his tongue that he ‘never {wear , but that his fpeech be prudent, 
pious, and apt to edifiethe hearer. or in fome fenfe to glorifie 
God; orto become temperate,. to have got a habit of fobriety, or 
chaftity, or humility, isthe work of alife: And if wedo but con- 
fider that he that lives well from his younger yeers, or takes up 
at the end of his youthfull heats, and enters into the courfes 
ofa fober lifeearly , diligently, and vigoroufly, hall finde him- 
felf after the {tudies and labours of 20. or 30. yeers piety, buta 
very imperfect perfon: many degrees of pride left unrooted up, 
many 


or death bed repentance. 


iddetotioh ahd backwardielfé in religion, many :temptations to 
¢ontelt againft , and fome infirmities which he thall never fay he 
| hath mafter’d 5 -we fhall finde the work of'a holy life isnot tobe 
deferred til! our dayes arealmoft done, till our ftrengths are de- 
cayed , Our 'pirits are weak and our Juft ftrong, ‘our habits con- 


is very hard to be done, and is alwayes done imperfectly when 
there islength of time, anda leffe work todo,. and more abilities 
‘to doit with all: when thetime is fhort, and almoft expired, and 
‘| the work made difficult and vaft, andthe ftrengths weaker, and 
‘the faculties aredifabled, will fecm little leffe then abfolutely im- 
‘poffible, © * I thall end this — conlideration with the queftion 
ofthe Apoftle. if the righteous fearcely be faved, (if it be fo diffi- 
cult te Gvercome our fins, and obtain vertuous habits; difficult 
(A fay )toa righteous, a fober, and well living perfon, where thall 
the ungodly andthe finer appear? What fell become ofhim, 
‘who by hisevil life hath not onely removed himfelf from the ‘af: 
' |'fe&tions,but even from the pofhbilities of yertue ? He shat hath ved 
in fin wilde in forrow, | 


firmed , and our longings after fin many and impotent: for what. 


| 


A. many inroads of intemperance or beginnings of excetle, much. Seam, 
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The [nvalidity of a death-bed 


Repentance. | 


Part II 


—~ Utl thall-purfue this greae aud neceflary. truth, firft 5 b 
Bove ‘what parts and ingredients of repentance are af- 
figned, when it 1s defctibed in holy Scripture. Secondly, by 
| thewing the neceflities, the abfolute neceffities of a holy life, and} 
what it means in Scripture to[ live Aplily ], . Thirdly, by eonfider- 
ing what directions or intimations we have concerning the laft 
time of beginning to repent 5 and what is the longeft period that 
any man may venture with fafety: And im the profecution of 
thefe particulars, we fhall remove the objeCtions ; thofe aprons of 
fig-leaves which men ufe for their fhelter to alliate thetr fin, and 
to hide themfelves from that, from which no rocks or moun- 
tains fhall protett them, though they fall upon them ; thatis, the 
| wrath of 7 | | 
Firft, That repentance is not onely an abolition, and extin- 
Gion of the body of fin, abringing it to the altar, and flaying ir 
‘befort God and all the people; but that we muft alfa xsvatr xian 
afer d'nr” mingle gold and rich prefents, the oblation of good works, 
and haly habits wih the facrifice, I have already proved: but 
now if we will {ee repentance in its ftature and integrity of cof- 
{titution defcribed , we fhall finde it to be the one half of all that 
which God requires of Chriftians. Faith and Repentance are the 
whole duty of aChriftian— Faith isa facrifice of the underftand- 
ing to God: Repentance facrifices the whole will: That, gives 
the knowing; this, gives up all the defiring faculties: That, makes 
us Difciples ; this, makes us fervants ofthe Holy Jefus. Nothing | 
lelfe was preached by the Apoftles, nothing was enjoyned asthe 
duty of man, aoa So did build upthe body of Chriftian re- 
ligion. So that, as faith contains all that knowledge which is ne- 
eflary to falvation: So repentance comprehends in it, all the 
whole pra@ife and working duty of a returning Chriftian: And 
this was the fum cotall of all that Saint Paul preached to the Gen- |. 
tiles, when in his farewell Sermon to the Bifhops and Priefts of |: 
| | Ephefus , 
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| : A | Ephefus, he profeffed that he kept ba 


3 ck nothing that was profitable [ Sen. VI 
tothem; and yet it was all nothing but this; | Repestance towards! .- 
God, and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift | fo that whofoever believes | Ads 20.21. 
in Jefus Chrift. and repents towards God, muft make his accounts | 
acoording to this {tandard, that is, to believe all that Chiift taught 
him; and to doall that Chrift commanded : and this is remarked 
id Saint Pauls * Catechifme,where he gives a more particular Cata- 
logue Of fundamentals: he reckons nothing but Sacraments and 
faith ; of which he enumerates two principal articles[ refurrcétion 
of the dead, and eternal ju igement } whatfoever is pradticall, all 
the whole duty of man, the practife of all obedieiice is called [ re- 
prstance from d:ad works |-which, if we obferve the fingularity of 
the phrafe, doesnot mean[ forrew 'F or forrow from dead works, 
isnot fenfe; but it it muft mean mutationem ftatus, a converfion 
from dead works, which (asin all motions ) fuppofes two terms: 
from dead works, to living works, from the death of fin to the life of 
righteon'neffe. .. 7 28 ee) ti 
1 willadde but two places moré, out ofeach: Teftament one; 
in which Ifuppofe you may fee every lineament of this great duty 
defcribed, that you may no longer miftake a grafhopper for an Ea-'| 
gle , Sorrow and holy purpofes , for the intire duty of repens |’ 
tance. Inthe 18. of Ezek. 31. you {tall finde it thus defcribed. 
[* But if the wicked wik tarne Srom al bis fins that he bath commit- 
“te/, and keep all my flatutes, and do that which i lawfyulendright 
‘ he fall firely live, be foall wot die. lor as itis more fully defcribed in 
Ezek. 33.14. Jwhen I fay anto the wicked, Thew halt (arely dies If 
‘he turn from bis fin, aad donot that which is lawful end right ; if the 
“wicked reffore the pledge, give again that hehath ribbed: walk in the 
* Patutes of life without committing iniquity, be foallfurelylive, he foall 
* not die. | Here onely is the eondition of pardon; to leave all your 
fins, to keep all Gods {tatutes, to walkin them, toabidée, to pro- | 
ceed, and make progrefleinthem ; and this, without the inter- | 
ruption by a deadly fin, [ Without committing iniquity |to make 
reftitution of all the wrongy'he hath done , all the unjuft money | 
he hath taken, all the oppreffions he hath committed , all that} 
rduft be fatisfied for, and repayed according to our ability: we| 
muft make fatisfaGtion for all injury to our Neighbours fame, all | 


* Heb. é, . 


wrongs done to his foul ; he muft bereftored to that condition of | 
good things thou didft in any fenfe remove him from: when this| | - 


thon (halt wot die, for thy old: fins chow haft formerly committed. 
*Onely be pleafed to. obferve-this one thing; chat this place of E- 
zekiel is it which is fo often miftaken Yor that common {a ing, At!) |. 


the |. 
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SERM. VI: | 1b: Lord |For although at what time foever afinner does repent (asre- 
: pentance is now explained ) God will forgive him, and that, repen- 
tance as itis now {tated cannot bedone [ 4¢ what time foever ] not 
upon.a mans deathbed; yet there are po fuch words in the whole 
Bible,nor any neeser tothe fenfe of them,then the words I have now 
read to you, oat of the Prophet Ezekiel. Let that therefore no more 
ive you, or be madeacolour to countenance a perfevering fin- 


ner,oradeathbed penitent. 

Neither is the duty of Repentance to be bought at an eafier rate in 
the New Teftament. You may fee it defcribed in the 2 Cor. 7. 11. 
Godly forrow worketh repertame. Well? but what is thatre- 
pentance which is fo wrought ? This itis. ‘ Bebold the felf fause thing F 
‘ that ye (orrowed after agodly firt, whet carefulne(fe it wronght in you, 


x Cor, 11.31. 


Scelerum fk ben *paenttet a | 
| Wadenda cupsdinis pravi funt elements 
- |. O Lenere nimeis mewtes afpcrior sha 
ri al Forumudd fadis ——— Horet. 
avVOIa 
ai'lN gidore- Repeatance it the inflitution of a philofopbical andfeveretsfe, an utter 


vies A072 21: \eactirpation of ali unreafenableneffc and inspicty, uadanaddreffete, and 
bones Halon afitnal pafing ebvangh PP ANNI ala ‘i 
myahwr, | . Nowconfider whether this be Imaginable or pofible to be 
Leaedire | One Upon our deathbed, when a inan is frighted into an invo- 
le Juntary, afudder and wnchofen Piety s 5 uecJavody , 9SCea a crarrian TLD 
Fee | 28 wad wesher weir), faith Hierocles, He that never repents 
Jefus part.2. |G] .a yialent -fear be upon him , till:he apprehend himfelf to! 
dif.efRe | be inthe jawes of death, ceady togiveup his unready and mopreps, 
re 


pertance, 


Se = ye =. 
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} redaccounts, tillhe fees the Judge fitting in al] the addreffles of ‘Senm.VI 


dreadfulnefle and Majefty, juft now (as he beleeves ) ready to pro- 
nounce that fearfull and intolerable fentence of [ Go ye curfed 
into everlafting fire ] thisman does nothing for rhe love of God, 
nothing for the love of vertue 5 It is juft asa condemned man re- 
pentsthathe wasa Traytor. but repented not till he was arrefted, 
and furetodie, Sucharepentanceasthis may ftill confift with as | 
great an affection to finas ever he had; anditis no thanks to him, 
if when the knife is at his throat. then he gives good words and 
flatters. But fuppofe this man in his health, and the middeft of all 
his luft, itis evident that there are fome circum({tances of action in 
which the man-would have refufed to commit his moft pleafing 
fin. Would not the fon of Tarquin have refuled to rayith Lucrece, 
if Junius Brutus had been by him >? Wouldthe impureft perfon in 
the world act histuftinthe market place? or drink off an intem- 
perate goblet ifa dagger were placed at his throat? In thefecir- 
cumftances, their fear would make them declare againft the pre- 
fent acting theirimpurities, Butdoes this cure the intemperance 

| of their atfections ? Let theimpure perfon retire to his clofet, and 
pe Brutus be ingaged in a far diftant war , and the dagger 
taken from the drunkards throat, and the fear of fhame, or 
death, or judgemerit be taken from them all, and they fhal] no 
more refift their temptation, then they could before remove their 
fear; and you may as well judge the other perfons holy , and 
haters of their fin, as the man upon his death- bed to be penitent; 
and rather they then he, by how much this mans fear, the fear of 
| death, and of the infinite pains of hell, the fear ofa provoked 
God, and anangry eternall Judge, are far greater then the appre- 
henfions ofa publike fhame, or an abufed hufband, or the poniard 


ofanangry perfon. * Thefe menthen fin not becaufe they dare not, : 
they are frighted from the act, but not from the affection, which fretis auimum 


is not to be cured but by difcourfe, and reafonable aéts, and hu- 
mane confiderations; of which that man is not naturally capable 
whois poflefled withthe greateft fear, the fear of death and dam- 
nation. Ifthere had beentimeto cure his fin, and to live the life 


of grace, I deny not but God might have begun his converfion |- 


with fo great a fear, that he fhould never have wiped offits im- 
prefhon; * butifthemandies then, dies when he onely declaims 
again{t and curfes his fin, as being the author of his prefent fear, 
and apprehended calamity ; It is very far from reconciling him to 
God or hopes of ‘pardon, becaufe it proceeds froma violent, un- 
naturall , and intolerablecaufe, no att of choice, or vertue, but 


4 


1 


* Cogimura | 


ufpendere 

rebus, 

Altque ut vivae 

mus, vivere 
efintmus. 


Cornel.Gal. 


* Nec adrem | 
pertinet ubtine | 
cipere’, quod 
placnerat ut 
flerete 


offorrow, adeferved forrow, andamiferable, unchofen, una- | 


voidable fear, 
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He curfes fin upon his deathbed and makes a Panegyrick of vertue| A 


which in his lifetime he aceounted folly, and trouble, and need- 
lefle yexation. 


Due mens eft odie, cur eadem non pucro fuit ? Hor.].4. 
v.lcur his animisincolumes nonvedcunt gene ¢ Od.10. 


I fhall end this firft Confideration, with a plain exhorta- 
tion 3° that fince repentance is a duty of fo great and giant-like 
bulk ; let no man croud it up into fo narrow room, as that it be 
{trangled in its birth for want of time and aire to breath in. Let 
it not be put off to that time whena man hath {carce time enough 
toreckon allthofe particular duties which make up the integrity 
of itsconftitution. Will any man hunt the wilde boar in his garden, 
or bait a bull in his clofet, willa woman wrap her childe io her 
handkerchief, or a Father fend his fon to {chool when he is 50 
yeersold? Thefe are undecencies of providence, and the inftru- 
ment contradictstheend ; And this is our cafe, There is no 
room for the repentance, notime to act all its effentiall parts 5 and 
a childe who hath a great way to go before he be wife , may 
defer his ftudies , and hope to become very learned in his old 
age, and upon his deathbed, as well as a vitious perfon, may 
think to recover from all his ignorances and prejudicate opinions, 
from all his falfe principles and evil cuftoms,from his wicked incli- 
nations and ungedly habits, from his fondnefles of vice, and dete- 
{tations of vertue, from his prompmelfie to fin, and unwillingnefle 
tograce, from his {piritual deadnefle and {trong fenfuality ; upon 
“death bed (I fay) when he hath no naturall {trength, and as little 
fpiritual], when he is criminal and impotent, hardned. in his vice, 
and foft in his fears, full of paflion, andempty of wifdom, when 
he is fick and amazed, and timorous and confounded,and impatient, 
and extremely miferable. 

And now when any of you is tempted to commita fin, remenber, 
that fin will ruine you unlefle you repent of it. * But this( you 
fay } isno news, and fo far from aftrighting you from fin,that ( God 
knows ) it makes men fin the rather. For therefore they venture to 
a the prefent temptation, becaufe they know, ifthey repent, God 
will forgive them ; and therefore they refolve upon both, to fin 
now, and repenthereafter. : _ 

Againft this folly I fhall not oppofe the confideration of their 
danger, and thatthey neither know how long they thal! live, nor 
whether they fhall die or no in this very act of fin 3 though 
this confideration is very materiall, andifthey fhould die init, or 
before it is wathed off,they perifh.But I confider thefe things.1.That 
he that refolves to fin upon a refolution to repentsby every a& of fin, 
makes himfelf more uncapable of repenting, by growing —_ in 

7 ove 
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A ; love with fin, by remembring its pleafures, by ferving it once more, ; SERM,VI, 
' and lofing one degree more of the liberty of our fpirit: andif you | » 
refolve to fin now, becaufe it is pleafant, how do ye know that 
your appetite will alter? will it not appear pleafant to you next 
week, and thenext week after that, and fo for ever ? And ftill 
‘you fin, and ftill' you willrepents that is,you will repent when the 
fin can pleafe you no longer. For fo Jongas it can pleafe you, fo long 
you are tempted not torepent, aswellasnow toactthefin. And 
the longer you lie init, the more you willlove it. Sothatitisin 
effet tofay ; [love my finnow, but I will hereafter hateit; only 
B I will a& ita whilelonger, and grow more in love with it, and then 
Iwillrepent; thatis, thenI willbe fure to hate it,when | thal! moft 
loveit, 2. ‘To repent fignifies to be forrowful, to be afhamed, 
and to with it had never beendone, And then fee the folly of this 
temptation, I would not fin, but that hopeto repent of it; that is, 
I would not do this thing but that I hope to be forrowful for doing 
it, and I hope tocome to fhame for it, heartily to be afhamed of my 
doings, and I hopeto bein that condition, thatI would give all the 
world [had never done it; that is,I hope to feel and apprehend an e- |_ 
vil infinitely greater then the pleafures of my fin; and are thefe argu-. 
ments fit to move a mantofin? what can affrighta man from it, if 
_ thefe invite him to it ¢ it is as ifa man fhould invite one to bea part- 
oer of his treafon by telling him, if you will joyn with me, you fhall 
have all thefe effects by itsyou fhall be hang’d,drawn and carter d, 
and your blood fhall be corrupted,and your eftate forfeited,and you 
fhall have many other reafons to wifh you had neverdoneit: He 
that fhould ufe rhis R hetorick in earneft, might well be accounted a 
madman: Thisistofcareaman, not to allure him; and fo 18 
the other when we underftandittruly. 3. ForIconfider, He that 
repents, wifhes he had never done that fin, Now I afk, does he 
__ | with fo upon reafon, or without reafon ? Surely, if hetnay when 
I) | he hath fatisfied his luft, afk God pardon, and be admifted upon 
as eafie termes for the time to come as if he bad not done the fin, he | _ 
_ | hath no reafon to be forrowful, or wifhhe had not done it,’ For 
though he hath doneit, and pleafed himfelf by enjoying the plea- 
fure of fin for that feafon, yet all is well again ; and let him onely be 
carefull now, and there is no hurt done, his pardon is certain, How 
can any man that underftands the reafon of his actions and pafbons 
with, that he had never done that fin in which then he had pleafure, 
and now he feels no worfe inconvenience, But he that truly repents, 
wifhes, and would give all the world he hadnever'doneit. Surely | 
E | then his prefent condition in refpect of his paft finhath fome very 
_| greattvilinit, why els fhould he be fo much troubled? True, and 
this it is. Hethat hath committed fins after baptifme,is fallen out 
of the favour of God is tied to hard duty forthetime to come, fo 
cry vehemently unto God, to call night and day for pardon, to be1n 
| great 
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SERM. VI. | great fear and tremblings of heart, left God fhould never forgive( A 
o | him, left God will never take off his fentence of eternal paines, and 
in this fear and in fome degrees of ithe will remain all the dayes of 
his life, and if he hopes to be quit of that, yet he knowes not how 
many degrees of Gods anger ftillhang over his head; how many 
fad miferies fhall afflict, and burne, and purifie him in this world 
with a fharpnetie fo poinant as to divide the marrow from the 
bones; and for thefe reafons, asconfidering man that knows what 
Jitistorepent, wifhes with his foul, he had never finned ; and there- 
fore grievesin proportion to his former crimes, and prefent mifery 

and future danger, | | 

And now fuppofe that you can repent when you will, thatis, 
that you can grieve when you will, (though no man cando it, no 
man can grieve when he pleafe(though he could fhed tears when he 
lift, he cannot grieve without a real, or an apprehended infelicity, 
but, fuppofe it, and that he can fear when he pleafe, and that he 
can love when he pleafe, or what he pleafe; thatis, fuppofe a 
man to be able tofay to his palate. though I love {weet-meats, yet 
to morrow wil} Ihate and loath them, and believe them bitter and 
diftaftful things; fuppofe (I fay ) all chefeimpoffibilities, yer fince, 
repentance does{uppofea manto be ina ftate of fuch real mifery,| C 
that he hath reafon to curfe the day in which he finned, is thisa fit 
argument to invite a man, that is in his wits, to fin > to fin in hope of 
repentance? as if dangers of falling into Kell, and fear of che Diuine 
anger,and many degrees of the Divine judgements,and a lafting for- 
row, anda perpetual labour, anda never ceafing trembling. anda 
troubled confcience, and a forrowful fpirit were fit things to be de- 
fired or hoped for, | . 

The fumisthis. Hethat commits fins fhall perifh eternally if 
henever does repent. Andifhedoesrepentand yet untimely, he| 
is not the better; and if he does not repent, with an intire, a perfect D 
and compleat repentance, heisnot the better: But if he does, yet 
repentance is a duty full of fears and forrow, and labour 3; a vexation 
tothe fpirit, an aflli@ive, pocnal, or punitive duty, aduty which 
fuffers for fin, and Jabours for grace, which abides and fuffers 
little images of hell in the way to heaven; and though it be the onely | 
way tofelicity, yet it is befet with thorns and daggers of fufferance, 
and with rocks and mountains of duty. Letno man therefore dare 
to fin upon hopes of repentance :. for he isa fool and a hypocrite, 
that now choofes and approves, what he knowes hereafter he muft 
condeinn. " 

2. Thefecond generall confideration is, The neceflity, the 
abfolute neceffity of holy living, ‘God hath made a Covenant 
“withus, that we muft give up our felves, bodies and fouls, nota 

Romi2% 1) “dying, bute/ving. and healthful /acrsfice. aifle hath forgiven all 


our old fins, and we have bargained to quit fem, from the time 
| that 
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DU ce a a 
A: that we firftcometo Chrift, and give our names to him; and to /Szerm,VI- 
| keepall his Gommandements. We have taken the Sacramentall 
oath, like that of the old Romane Militia, seiSegxieey, x9 mize 7 
wesseToucvey Nae ON dey syrey xt Suiewy',wemuft beleeve, and obey, 
and do all rhat is commanded us, and keep our ftation, and fight 
apainft the flefh, the world, anid the devil, not to throw away out 
military girdle, and weare todo what is bidden us, or to die for 
it, even all chatis bidden us, accordingtoour power. For, pre- 
tend not, that Gods Commandements are impofible, Itis difho- 
nourable to think God enjoyns usto do more then he enables us to 
B| do; and itisa contradi@ionto fay, we cannot doall that we can; 
and [ shrongh Chrift which jtrengthens me, Jean do all things, faith 
S. Paul, however, wecan doto the utmoft of our ftrength, and 
beyond that we cannot take thought; impoffibilities enter not into 
deliberation, but according to our abilities, and natural! powers, 
affifted by Godsgrace, fo God hath covenanted with us tolivea 
holy life. [ ForinChrift efws nothing availeth but « new creature, 
nothing but faith working by charity, nothing but keeping the Con- 
mandements of God, | They are all the words of S. Paul before 
‘quoted; tawhichhe addes, | and as many as walk, according to this 
_ | rule, peace bé on them and mercy. | Thisisthe Covenant, [they are the 
in? ifraclof God | uponthofe peace and mercy fhallabides if they be- 
come a new creature, wholy transformed in the Image of their 
minde; ifthey have faith, and this faith be an operative working |. 
faith, a faith that produces a holy life, afeith that works by charity 5 
if they keep the Commandements of God, then they are within the 
Covenant of mercy; but not elfe; for, in Chri? Fefus nothing elfe 
aveyleth, *Tothe fame purpofe are thofe words der. 12, 14. 
Folow peace with ad men, and holineffe, without which no wan {hall 
fee the Lord. * Peace with all men | implies both juftice and charity, | - 
without which it is impofLble to preferve peace: Holine//e . 1m- 
D | plies all our duty towards God, univerfall diligence ; and this mutt 
be f-ll:wed, thatis, purfued with diligence, ina Jafting courfe: of}. 
life andexercife, and without this,- we fhall nevey fee th¢ face of 
God. Ineedurgeno more authorities to this purpofe; thefe:two 
are as certain and convincing as twothonfand, and fince thus much 
is actually required, and.is the condition of the Covenant 3 itis | 
certain that forrow for not having done, what is commanded tobe 
done; anda purpofetodo what is. neceflary tobe actually perfor- 
med, will not acquit us before the righteous judgement of God. |. 
E| *(‘ For the grace of God hath appeared to all men, teaching us thet | Tit. a. 12. 
¢ denying ge and worldly lufts, wee foould live godly, jnfly, 
, and foberly in this prefint world. }. for upon thefe termes ‘alqne 
we muft i look for the bleffed hope, the glorions appearing ‘of the 
great God, andour Saviour Jefus Chrif.). . * I fhallno longer infitt 
upon this particular, but onely propound it to your. pontine 
G O} 
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Se a a a SLCC crt 
SERM. VI.) Towhat purpofe are all chofe Commandementsin fcripmre, ofeve- (| A 
, ry page almoft in it, | of ‘wing bolily, and according to the Comman- 
dements of God, of adorning the Gofpel of God, of walking as in the day, 
f walking in light, of pure andundefiledreligion, of being holy as God is 
oly, of being humble and week, as Chrift ts bumele, of putting on the 
Lord Jefus, of living a fhiritusll life, ' but that itis the purpofe of God, 
and the intention and defigne of Chrift dying for us, and the Cove- 
nant made with man, that we fhouldexpect heaven upon no other 
termes in the world, bus ofa holy life, in the faith and obedience of 
theLord Jefus. _ 3 
Now ifa.vitious perfon, whenhecomesto the later end of his B 
dayes, one that hath lived a wicked, ungodly life, can for any thing 
he can do upon his death-bed, be faid to live a holy life: then his 
hopes are not de! perate : but he that hopes upon this only, for which 
God hath made him no promife, I muft fay of himas Galen faid of 
confumptive perfons, " Atop éAziCeor Tan UAMOY ASKAS Ex vor the more 
they hope, the worfethey are: and the relying upon fuch hopes is 
an approach tothe grave, anda fad eternity. 


Peleos & Priami tranfst, vel Nefloris etas 
& fucrat ferums jans sibidefinere, | C |. 
Eja age, rumpe moras, quo te [pectabinus afque 
Duns quid fis dubitas, jane potes effenibil,, Mart.1.2.ep.64. 


And now it will bea vain queftion to afk, whether orno God 
cannot favea dying man that repents after a vitious life ? For it is 
true, God can do it ifhe pleafe: and he canraifechildrento Abra- 
ham outof the ftones, and hecan make ten thoufand worldsif he 
fees good, and he can do what he lift, and hecan fave an ill living 
man though he never repent atall, fo much as upon his death-bed. 

All thishecando: but Gods power isno ingredient into this que-| 1 
ftion.: we are never the better that God can do it, unleffe he alfo 
will: and whether he will orno, wearetolearn from himf{clf, and 
what he hath declared to be his will in holy Seripture. Nay fince 
God hath faid, chat without a&uall holineffe no man thal! fee God, 
God by his own will hath reftrained his power, and though abfo- 
lutely hecan do all things, yet he canriot do againft bis own word. 
* And indeed the rewards of heaven are fo great and glorious, and 
Chrifts turdem is fo light, bis yoke is fo eafie, that it is a fhamelefie 
impudence to expect fo great glories ata leffe rate then fo littlea 
| fervice, at a lower rate thena holy life, Itcoft the Ettrnall Son | E 
of God his life-blood to obtain heaven for us upon that condition, 
and who then thall die again for us, to get heaven for us. upon ¢afier 
conditions. What would you doif God fhould command youto 
kill your eldeft fon? or to workinthe mines for a thoufand yeers 
together? or to faft all thy lifetime with bread and water? were 
7 not 
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ar death-bed repentance, = | 
not heaven a great bargain even after all this> and when God re- 
quires nothing of us but to live foberly, juftly, and godly, ( which 
very things of themfelves,to man area very great felicity and necef- 


fary to his prefent well-being) thall we think this to be a load,and an 
unfufferable burden? and that heaven is folittle a purchafe at that 


price, that God-in meer juftice wil! take a death-bed figh or | 
groan, anda few unprofitable tears and promifes in exchange for | 
but ftranger thar any man 


all our duty? Strange it fhould be fo: 

ould rely upon fuch a vanity, when from Gods word he hath no- 
thing to warrant fucha confidence. P.ut thefemen do like the Ty- 
rant Dio#y%us, who fole from Apollo his golden cloak, and gave 
bim a cloak of Arcadian home-fpun, faying that this was lighter 
in fummer, and warmerinwinter. Thefe men facrilegioufly rob 
Gad of the fervice of al! their golden dayes, and ferve him in their 
hoary head, intheir furs and grave-clothes; and pretend that this 
late Hate is more agreeable to the Divine 7 on one fide, and 
humane infirmity on the other, and fo difputet 
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irrecoverable condition, having no other ground to rely upon af 


death- bed, or late-begun-repentance, but becaufe they refolveto 


Qual? To this captious queftion I have many things to oppofe, 
1. We have entered into covenant withGod , to ferve him from the 


day of our Baptifme tothe day of our death. He hath § [ fworn’ 


“thu oath to ws, that be would frank unto wt, that wee beng delivered 


‘righteou{neffe before him [ all the dayes of onr Ls fe}. Now although 
God will not + ay earmiens x nowins dS syes cs ShhAarSdreX, forget our infirmi« 
ties. but pafle by the weaknefles of an honeft, a watchfull, and indu- 
ftrious perfon ; yet the Covenant he makes with us is from the day 
of our firft voluntary profeffion toour grave : and according as wee 
by fins retire from our firft undertaking; fo our condition is irfe- 
cure: thereisno other Covenant made with us, no new beginnings 
of another period, but if we be returned, and fin be cancelled, 
and grace be aGually obtained ; then we are in the firft condition 


of pardon; but becaufe it is uncertain when a mancan have ma-}- 


erd his vices, and obtain'd the graces, therefore no man can tell 
any fet time when he mutt begin. ae 
G2 2, $cripture 
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| SeEnm.vi 2. Scripture defcribing the duty of repenting finners,; namesno A 
: other time but [te d-y. Today cf yo will hear bis veyce, harden not | 
voir kearts, 3. Theduty of a Chriftian is defcribed in Scripture, |. 
to be fuch as requires Jength of time, and a continued induftry. 
[ Ler «s run with patience the race that is fet before us, _] and [ Con- |. 
der him tiat endured fuch contradiction of finners againft him/elf, | 
I ft yebeweari-d, and faint in your mindes.| So great a prepara- 7 
tion is not for the agonie and contentionof anhour, or aday, ora | 
week, but for the whole life of a Chriftian, or for great parts of 
its abode, 4. Thereis acertain period and time fet for our re- 
pentance.and beyond that all our induftrie‘is ineffeQuall. There is 4 | p 
aay of uiptatvon, cur own day, and there isa day of vifitation, that 
is Gods day, Thisappeared in the cafe of Jerufalem. [ O Jerufalem, 
ferufalem, if thon hadft known the tinte of thy vifitation, at leaf} in this 
iby day.) Well! they neglectedit, and then there was a time of 
Gods vifitation which was b7s-day; called in Scripture, [ the day of 
the Lord| andbecaufe they had neglected their own day, they fell 
into inevitable ruine : Norepentance could have prevented their 
finall ruine. And this which was true ina Nation, is alfo clearly af- 
firmed true in the cafe of fingle perfons, [(§ Look déligently left any 
¢ fail of the grace of God, left there be any perfor among you as Efau,! o 
¢who fold his birth-right, and afterwards when be would have inheri- 
‘tedthe blelfing, he was rejected, for be found no place for bis repen. 
‘tance, though bee fought é carefully with tears. | Efan had time 
enough to repent his bargain aslong as heeliveds he wept forely 
for his folly, and carefulneffe fat heavie upon his foul, and yet 
he was not heard, nor his repentance accepted ; for the time was 
paft: And [ take heed] faith the Apoftle, left it come to pafle 
to any of youtobeinthe famecafe. Now if ever there beatime 
in which repentance is too late, it muft be the time of ‘our death- 
hed, and the Jafttime of our life: And after amanis fallen into p 
the difpleafure of Almighty God, the longer hee lies in his finne 
without repentance and emendation, the greater is his danger, and 
the more of his allowed time is fpent, and no man can antecedent- 
ly, or before-hand, bee fure thatthe time of his repentance is not 
pafts; and thofe who neglect the call of God, and refufeto hear 
\ him callinthe day of grace, God will langh at shem when their cala- 
mity comes: they fhall call, and the Lord fhallnot bearthem, * And 
this was the cafe of the five foolifh virgins when the arreft of death 
furprized them: they difcovered their want of oy], they were’ 
troubled at it, they beg’d oil,they were refufed,they didfomething £ 
towards the procuring of the oil of grace, (for they went out to buy | 
oil ) and after all this {tir the bridegroom came before they had fi- 
nifhed their journey, and they were fhut out from the communion 
of the bridegrooms joyes. : 
Therefore concerning the time of beginning to repent, no man 
ae 3 1s 
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Ver. 3. . 
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| is certain but he that hathdone his work. Adortem venientem nemo\ Sarmu,Vl 
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hilaris excipit nifi qui fe ad cam din compofuerat, {aidSeneca. . He 
onely dies cheerfully who ftood waiting for death ina ready dretle 
ofa long preceding preparation, He that repentsto day, repents 
late enough that he did not begin yefterday: But he that puts it off | - 
til] to morrow is vain and miferable, 


Epift. 30. 


hodie tam pofthume vivertferum eff Martial.l.2.ep. 90, 
ile fapit quifquis pofthume vixit beri, 


Well! but what will you havea man do that hath lived wic- 
kedly, and is nowcaft upon hisdeath-bed? fhallthis man defpair, 
and negleé all the actions of piety, and the inftruments of reftitu- | 
| tion in his ficknefle No, God forbid. Let him do what he can 
then; It is certain it will be little enough: for all thofe fhort 
gleames of piety, and flathes of lightning will help towards the 
alleviating fome degrees of mifery ; and ifthe man recovers, they 
are good beginnings of a renewed piety: and Ahabs tears and hu- | 
miliatien, though it went no further, had a proportion ofa reward, 
though nothing to the portions of eternity. fo thathe that fayes, 
itis every day neceflary to repent, cannot be {uppofed to difcou- 
rage the piety of anyday: adeath-bed picty, when things are 
come to that fad condition may have many good purpofes: there- | 
fore even then neglect nothing that can be done. Well! But fhall 
fuch perfons defpair of falvation? To them I fhall onely return 
this. That they are to confider the conditions which on one fide 
God requires of us, and on the other fide, whether they have done 
accordingly ? Let them confider upon what termes God hath pro- 
mifed falvation, and whether they have made themfelves capable 
by performing their part of the obligation. Ifthey have not, I muft. 
tell them, that, not to hope where God hath made no promife, 
isnot the 4 of defpair, but the mi/ery of defpair. A man hath 
no ground to hope that ever he fhall be made an Angel, and yet, 
that not hoping, isnottobecalled, defpair : andno mancan hope 
for heaven without rep:ntance ; And forfucha manto defpair, 1s 

notthe fin, butthemifery. If fuch perfons havea promife of hea- 
| yen, letthem thew it, and hope it, and enjoy it; if they haveno 
promife, they muft thank themfelves, for bringing them {elves in- 
to acondition without the Covenant, without a promife, hopelefle | 
and miferable, 2 2 _ 
But will not trufting in the merits of Jefus Chrift fave fuch a 
man? Forthat we muftbetried by the word of God: In which 
there is no contract at all made with a dying perfon that hath lived 
in Name a Chriftian, in praQ@ife a Heathen : and we fhall difhonour 
the fufferings and redemption of our bleffed Saviour; if we make 
them to be an Umbrello to fhelter our impious and ungodly living. 
| G 3 ut 
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Fe 

Seam, VI. but that no fuch perfon may after a wicked life repcfe himfelfin his! A 

| deat hbed upon Chrifts mcrits,obferve but thefe two places of {crip- | 

Tits 2.14. | ture [| Oar Saviour Fefus Chrift who gave bimfelf for ws | what todo? | 

that we might live as we lift? and hope to be faved by his merits >? | 

©No, But | that be macht redeem ws fron all iniquity , and purifieto| 

himjelf a peculiar pzople zealous of god works, Thefethings {peak | 

and exhort, } faith Saint Paul. But more plainly yet, inS. Peter || 

_ Chrift bare our fins iz he own body enthe tree. | To whatend? [ that |: 

we being dead unto fin fhould ve unto righteou{ae/s. | fince therefore | 

our living a holy lifeis the end of Chrifts dying that fad and holy 

death for us, he that truftson it to evil purpofes, and to excufe his 

vicious life, does (as much as lies in him ) make void the very pur- 

pofe and defigne of Chri(ts paflion, and difhonours the blood of the 

everlafting covenant: which covenant was confirmed by the blood 

of Chrift: but as it brought peace from God, fo it requires a holy 
life from us. — 

See life of Je| But why may not we be faved as well as the theef upon the crofle ? 

fus,Difcof | eyen becaule our cafe is nothing alike. When Chrift dies once 

Repentance, | more for us, we may look for fuch another inftance; not till then, 

poles But this thief did but then come to Chrift; he knew him not be- 

fore; and his cafe was, as ifa Turk of heathen fhould be converted 

to Chriftianity, and be baptized, and enter newly into the Covenant 

upon his deathbed, “Then God pardons all his fins 5 and fo God 

does to Chriftians when they are baptized, or firft give up their 

names to Chrift by a voluntary confirmation of their baptifmal vow: 

but when they have once entred into the Covenant, they mutt per- 

forme what they promife, and to what they are obliged. The thief 

had made no contract with God in Jefus Chrift, and therefore failed 

ofnones; onely the defailances of the ftate of ignorance Chrift paid 

for at thethicfes admiffion. But we that have made a covenant 

with God in baptifme, and failed of it all our dayes, and then re- 

turn at night, when we cannot work; have nothing to plead for 

our felves, becaufe we have made all that to be ufeleffe to us, which 

God with fo much metcy and miraculous wifdome, gaveus to fe- 

cure our intereft, and hopes of heaven, : 

And therefore let no Chriftian man who hath covenanted with 

God to give him the fervice of his life, think that God will-be an- 

{wered with the fighs and prayers of a dying mans for all thae 

|| great obligation which lies upon us cannot be tranfacted in an in- 

ftant, when we have loaded our fouls with fin, and made them em- 

| pty of vertue; we cannot fo foon grow upto perfe# mean ix Chrift 

Arran, Epice | efits. #28 AW wndaay deve rive. you cannot have an apple, ora cherry, 

reeLrc1s. | butyou mutt ftay its proper periods, and letit blofiom and knot, 

-|and grow and ripen, [4d in due feafon we fhall reap tf we faint 

not | (faith the Apoftle ) far much lefle may we expect that the 

fruits of repetitance, atid the iffues and degrees of holinefle fhall 

e 
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ba : , 
‘A be gathered in a few dayes orhours. yrduns & avhecsae reroy Orcs dow SRM, VIb 


J érlys 4 cuxdarws Xie; you mut not expect fuch fruits ina little 
time. nor with little labour. ae — 
Suffer therefore not your felves to be deceived by falfe princi- 
ples, and vain confidences ; for no mancan in a moment root out 
the long contracted habits of vice, nor upon his deathbed wiake ufe 
of all that variety of preventing, accompanying and perfeverin 
grace, which God gave toman im mercy ; becaufe man would need 


it all, becaufe without it he could not be faved ; nor upon his death- 
bed cin he exercifé the duty of mortification; nor cure his dr@@ 
kennefle then, nor his luft, by any a& of Chriftian difciplines nor 
run with patience; nor refift unto blood, nor endure with long 
fufferance; but hecan pray, and groan, and call to God, and re- | 
folve to live well when he is dying’; but this is but juft as the 
Nobles of Xerxes, when ina ftorm they were to lighten the thip | 
to preferve their Kings life,they did oesawierras’Camdiiy eis thud Sd rccocseey 
they did their obey/ance, and leaped intothe fea: fo (I fear ) doe 
thefe men, pray and mourn.and worfhip and fo leap overboard into 
an occan of eternal and intolerable calamity. From which God deli- 
ver us, and all faithful people. | 


Hunc volo laudari qui (ine morte pote. 
Mart, ep. /, 1, 


Vivere quod propere pauper, inutilis annis 
Ds veniam, properat vivere memo fatis, 
Differat hoc, patrios optat qui vincere cenfyg 
Atriag,immodicis arat imaginibus, 
| Mart, 4. 2, ep, 90, 
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THE 
DECEITFVLNESSE 


Of the 


HEART, 


17. Jeremy 9. | 
The heart is deceitful above all things, and defperatly wick- 


ed; whocanknow it ? | 


B Olly and fubtiltie divide the greateft part of man- 
By kinde, andthere is no other difference but this, that 
fomeare crafty enough to deceive ; Others foolith 
enough to be cozened and abufed : And yet the 
{cales alfoturn, forthey that are the moft craftie 
y tocozen others, are the verieft Fools, and moft of 
all abufed themfelves. They rob their neighbour of his mony,and 
Jofe their owninnocency; they difturbe his reft, and vex their 
own Confcience; they throw him into prifon, and themfelves into 


‘Hell; they make poverty to be their brothers portion, and damna- 
tion to be their own. Man entredintothe world firft alone; but as: 


{oon as he met with one companion, he met with three to cozen 
him; TheSerpent, and Eve, and himfelf, all joyned ; firft to make 
hima foole, andto deceive him, and thento make him —— 

: ut 


~ 
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a _ Rut he firftcozened himfelf, giving himfelf up to believe a lie, 
and being defirous to liftentothe whifpers of a tempting fpirit, he 
finned, before he fell, that is,. he had within him a falfe under ftand- 
ing, and a depraved will, and thefe were the Parents of his difobe- 
dience, and this was the parent of his infelicity, and a great oecafion 
of ours. And then it was that he entered for himfelfand his pofterj- 
ty into the condition of an ignorant, credulous, eafie,wilfull, paffio- 
nate, andimpotent perfon; apt to be abufed, and fo loving to have 
it fo, that if no body elfe will abufe him, he will be fure to abufe 
himfelf; by ignorance and evil principles, being open to an enemy, 
and by wilfulneffe and Senfuality, doing to himfelf the moft un- 
pardonable injuries inthe whole world. So that the condition of 
Man, inthe rudenefles and firft lines of its vifage, feems very mife- 
rable, deformed, and accurfed. -_ 

_. Fora manishelpleffe and vain ; ofa condition fo expofed to cala- 
mity, that a raifin is able to kill him ; any trooper out of the Egyp- 
tian army, a flie can do it, when it goes on Gods errand, the 
moft contemptible accident can deftroy him, the {malleft chance 
affright him, every future contingencie, when but confidered as 
poflible, can amaze him ; and he is incompafs d with potent and ma- 

| licious enemies, fubtleand implacable; what fhall this poor help- 

leffe thing do > truftinGod? Him he hath offended, and he fears 
him as an enemy , and God knows, if we look — on our felves, | 
and on our own demerits,we have too much reafon fo to do. Shall he 

| rely upon Princes ? God help poor Kings: they rely upon their Sub- 

jects, they fight with their fwords, levie forces with their money, 
confult with their Councels, hear with their ears, and are ftrong 

onely in their union, ‘and many times they ufe all thefe things a- 

gainft them; but however, they can do nothing without them 

while they live, and yet ifever they can die they are not to be truft- 
edto. Now Kings and Princes die fo fadly and notorioufly ; that it 
was ufed for a Proverbe in holy Scripture, yee hall die like men, 
and falllike one of the Princes. Whothen fhall we truftin? in our | 
| Friend? Poorman! he may help thee in one thing, and need thee 
inten; he may pull thee out of the ditch, and his foot may flip and. 
fall into it himfelf: he gives thee oounfel to chufe a wife,and himfelf | 
isto feck how prudently to chufe his religion: he counfels thee to 
abftain from a duel, and yet flayes hisown foul with drinking, like 

a perfon voyd of all underftanding he is willing enough to preferve 

thy intereft, and is very carclefle of hisown: for hee does Lighly 
defpife to betray orto be falfetothee, and inthe mean time is not 
his own friend, and is falfe to God, and then his friendthip may be 
ufeful to thee in fome circumftances of fortune; but no fecurity to |. 

thy condition, But what then > fhall we relie upon our Patron, like 
the Roman Clients, who waited hourly upon their perfons, and 

Catly upontheir baskets, and nightly upon their lufts,and married 


their: 
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SERM.VII ! their friendfhips , and contracted alfo their hatred and quarrels; A 
This is a confidence will deceive us, For they may lay us by, | 
iuftly or unjuftly, they may grow weary of doing benefits, or their 

| fortunes may change, or they may be charitable in their gifts, and 
burthenfom in their offices ; able to.feed you, but unable to counfel 
you; or your need may be — then their kindneffes, or fuch 
in which they can give you nn afliftance; and indeed generally it is 
fo in a)] the inftances of men: We have a friend that is wife; but I 
need not his counfel, but his meat; or my Patron is bountifull in | 
his Jargeffes, but lam troubled with a fad fpirit; and money and 
prefents do me no more cafe, then perfumes do to 4 broken B 
arm: we feek life of a Phyfitian that dies, and go to him for health, 
whocannot cur¢ his own breath, or gowt; and fo become vainin 
our imaginations, abufed in our hopes, reftleffe in our paffions, 
impatient in our calamity, unfupported in our need, expofed to 
enemies, wandring and wilde, without counfel, and without reme- 
dy. Atlaft after the infutuating and deceiving all our confidences 
without, we have nothing left us, but to return home, and dwell 
within our felves: for we have a fufficient {tock of felf-love, that 
we may be confident of our own affections, we may truft our felves 
furely ; for what we want in skill, we fhall make up in diligence, 
and our induftry fhall fupply the want of other circumftances - 
and no man underftands my owncafe fo wellas I do my felf, and 
no man will judge fo faichfully as! fhall dofor my felf; for! am 
moft concern’d not to abufe my felf; and if I do, 1 fhall be thelo- 
fer, and therefore may beft rely upon my felf. Alas ! and Gad help 
us! we fhall finditto be no fuch matter: For weneither love our 
felves well, nor underftand our own cafe, we are partial in our 
own queftions, deceived in our fentences, carelefle of our interefts, 
and the ‘moft falfe, perfidious creatures toour felves in the whole 
world: even the Heart of 4 mas, a mans own heart is accettfull above 
all thincs.and defperately wicked,who can know it? And who can chule 
but know it ? | | 
And thete isno greater argument of the deceitfulnefle of our 
Hearts, then this, that no man can know it all; it cofens us in 
the very number of its cofenage; But yet we can reduce it all to 
|twoheads. We fay concerning a falfe man, truft him not, for he 
will deceive you, and we fay concerning a weak and broken ftaffe, 
Jéan not uponit, for that will alfodeceive you. The man deceives 
becaufe he is falfe, and the ftaffe becaufe it is weak, and the heart | 
becaufe it isboth, Sorhatitis deceitfull above all things, thatis, E 
failing and difabled to fupport us in many things: but in other things ; 
where it cah, itis falfe and defperately wicked, The firft fore of de- 
ceitfulneffe is its calamity, and the fecond is its iniquitie, and that fs 
the worlt calamitie of the two. 
1. The heart is deceitful in its ftrength; and when we have the 
| growth 
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a 
- groweth ofa Man, we have the weaknefles of achilde: nay more | Sanm,VIl 
yet, andit is a fad confideration, the more we atein age, the weak- 
er inour courage. It appears in the beats and forwardnefles of 
new converts, which areliketo the great emiflions of Lightening, 
or like huge fires, which flame and burn without meafure, even 
all that they can; till from flames they defcend to ftill fires, from 
thence to fmoak, from fmoak to embers, from thence to afhes , 
cold and pale, like ghofts, or the phantaftick images of Death. 
And the primitive Church were zealousin their Religion up to the 
degree of Cherubins, and would run as greedily tothe ford of the 
| hangman, to die for the caufe of God, as we do now to the great- 
eft joy and entertainment of a Chriftian {pirit. even to the receiving 
of the holy Sacrament, Aman would think it reafonable that the 
firft infancy of Chriftianity fhould, according to the nature of firft 
beginnings, have been remifle, gentle, and unactive, and that ac- 
cording as the object or evidence of faith grew, whichin every Age 
hatha great degree of Argument fuperadded to its confirmation; 
fo fhould the habit alfo and the grace, the longer it lafts & the more 
objectionsit runs through, it ftill fhould thew a brighter and more 
certain light to difcover the divinity of its principle; and thar after 
| the more examples, and new accidents and ftrangenefles of provi- 
dence, and daily experience, and the multitude of miracles, {till the 
Chriftian fhould grow more certain in his faith, more rcfrefhed in 
his hope, and warm in his charity; the very nature of thefe graces 
increafing and {welling upon the very nourifhment of experience, 
and the multiplication of their own acts. And yet becaufe the heare 
of man is falfe, it fuffers the fires of the altar to go out, and the 
flames leffen by the multitude of fuel. But indeed it is becaufe we 
put on ftrange fire,& put out the fireupon our hearths by letting in 
a glaring Sun-beam.the fire of luft ; or the heats ofan angry {pirit,to 
quench the firesofGod, and fuppreffe the {weet cloud of incenfe. 
‘The heart of man hath not ftrength enough fo think one good 
thought ofit felf, it cannot command its own attentions to a prayer 
of ten lines long; but before its end it fhall wander after fome 
thing that isto no purpofe: and no wonder then thatit grows wea- 
ry ofa holy religion, which confiftsof fo many parts as make the | 
bufinefle of a whole life. And there is no greater argument in the 
world of our fpiritual weaknefle and falfneffe of our heartsinthe 
matters of religion, then the backwardneffe which moft men have 
alwayes,and all men have fometimes to fay their prayers: fo wear 
of their length, fo glad when they are done, fo witty to excufe 
and fruftrate an opportunity 3 and yet there is no manner of trouble 
in theduty, no wearinefle of bones, no violent labours; nothing 
burt begging a bleffing, and receiving it s nothing but doing our felves 
the greateft honour of {peaking to the greateft perfon, and greateft 
kimg ofthe world; and that we fhould be yawilling todo pak 
a le 
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uft and relith in the doingit, can have no vifible reafon in the na- 
tureofthe thing, but fomething within us, a ftrange fickneffe in the 
heart, a fpirsual ee os loathing of Manna, fomething that 
hathnoname; but weare furé it comes froma weak, a faint, and 
falfe heart. ee 7 | 
And yet this weak heartis {trong im paflons, violent in defires, 
unrefiftable in its appetites,im patient in irs lu{t,furious in anger;here 
are {trengths enough, one fhould think : But fo havel feena manin 
a fever, fick and diftempered, unableto walk, leffe able to {peak 
fence, or to do an aG& of counfel ; and yet when his fever hath boild 
uptoa delirium, he was {trong enough to beat his nurfe-keeper and 
his Door too 3 and to refift the loving violence of all his friends, 
who would fain binde him downto reafonand his bed: And yet we 
{till fay he is weak and fick to death, tao 98  atres oy oduan, dor’ ss 
Uyaboyn, os eaten for thefe {trengths of madneffe are not health, but 
furioufnelle and difeafe 5 &x cot river, arra dé revia. Eregov Tes mv. It 1s Weak- 
nefle another way ; And foare the {trengths of a mans heart; they 
arc fettersand manacles; ftrong, but they are the cordage of impri- 
fonment, fo ftrong, that the heart is not able to ftir. And yet ir can- 


not but bea huge fadnelle, that che heart fhall purfue atempora!l | 


intereft with wit and diligence, and an unwearied induftry, and shall 
not have {trength enough ina matter that concerns its Eternal inte- 
re{t to an{wer one objection, to refift one affaule, to defeat one art of 
the devil; but fhall certainly and infallibly fall when ever itis 
tempted toa pleafure. . | 

_ This, if it beexamined, will prove to be a deceit indeed, a pre- 
tence, rather then true upona juft caufe, thatis, itis nota natural, 
but a moral and a vicious weaknefle ; and we may try it in oneor 
two familiar inftances, One of the great ftrengths, fhall Icallit? or 
weaknefles of the heartis, that it ts trong, violent and paffionate in 
its lufts, and weak 4nd deceitful to refift any. Tell the tempted: 
per'on. thatrf he act hisluft, he difhonours his body, makes hitn- 
felf'a fervant to folly, and one flefbh with a harlot, he defiles the Tem- 


‘ple of God, and him that defilesa Temple will God deftroy: Tell 


him that the Angels who love to be prefent in thenaftineile and 
filth of prifons, that they may comfort and affift chaft fouls, and 
holy perfons there abiding: yet they are impatient to behold or 
come neer the filthyneffe of aluftfull perfon: Tell him, that this 
finisfougly, that the devils, who are fpirits, yet they delight to 
counterfeit the acting of this crime, and defcend unto the daughters 
or fons of men, that they may rather lofe their natures, then 
not help to feta luit forward: Tell them thefe and ten thoufand 
things more ; you move them no more, then if you fhould read 
one of Tullies orations toa mule : forthe truth1s, they haveno 
power to refiftit, much letie to mafter it, their heart fails them 


when |. 


nable to continue init, fo backward to return to it; fo without| A 


D 


The deceitfulne(fe of the Heart. | | 8s 
Senm, VI, 


| & i whenthey meettheir miftrefle; and they are driven like a fool to 
the {tocks, ora bul to the {laughter-houfe: And yet their heart de- 
ceives them ; not becaufe it cannot refift the temptation, but becaufe 
it will not go about it: Foritis certain, the heartcan, ifielift: For 
‘eta boy enter into your chamber of pleafure, and difcover your 
folly, either your luit difbands, or your fhame hidesit; you will 
not, you dare not do it before a ftranger Boy; and yet that you dare 
do it before the eyes of the All-feeing God, 1s impudence and folly, | 
anda great conviction of the vanity of your pretence, and the falfe- 
netle of your heart. Ifthou beefta man given to thy appetite, and | 
p | thou loveft a pleafant morfell as thy life, do not declaim againft | 
the precepts of Temperance, asimpoffible: Try this once ; abftain | 
from that draught, or thatdifh. 1 cannot, No? Givethis mana 
great blow on the face, .or.tempthim with twenty pound, and he 
fhall faft from morning till night, and then feaft himfelf with your 
money, and plain wholfome meat. And if Cha/styand Temperance 
be (o eafie, that a man may be brought to either of them with fo rea- 
dy and eafieinftruments ; Let us not fuffer our hearts to deceive us 
by the weaknefle ofits pretences, and the ftrength of its defires:For 
- | wedo more fora Boy, then for God3 and for 20, pound, then Hea- 
C ven it (elf, 7 | 
But thus it isin every thing elfe;! take an Heretick, aRebel, a 
perfon that hath an ill caufe to mannage; what he wants inthe 
ftrength of his reafon, he fhal] make it up with diligence; .and a 
| perfon that hath Right on his fide is cold, indiligent, lazie, and 
unactive, trufting thatthe goodmefle of his Caufe will doit alone; 
But fo, wrong prevails, while evil perfons are zealous in a Bad mat- 
ter, and others are remiffe ina Good 3 And the fame perfon fhall be | 
very induftrious alwayes when he hath Jeaft reafon foto be. Thats 
the firft particular. The heart is deceitfull in che mannaging of its 
naturall {trengths; itis Naturally and Phyfically ftrong, but Moral- | 
D | jy weak,and impotent. Oo . 
a, .. The heart of manis deceitfull in making judgement con- 
cerning its own Acts. It does not know when it is pleafed, or 
difpleafed, it is peevifh and trifling, it would and it would not, 
anditisin many Cafes impoffible to know whether a mans heart 
defires fuchathing or not, Saint Ambrofe hath an odde faying, 
Facilins inveneris innocentem, quam qui penitentiam diene egerit. 
It is eafier to finde a man that lived innocently, then one that 
hath truly repented him, witha griefand care great, according to 
E| the merit of his fins. Now fuppofe a man that hath fpent his 
younger yeers in vanity and folly, and is by the grace of God ap- 
prehenfive of it, and thinks of returning to fober counfels, this man 
| will finde his heart fo falfe, fo fubtil and fugitive; fo fecret and 
undifcernable, that it will be very hard to difcerne, whether he re- 
pents, oroo. For if he confiders that he hates fin, and therefore 
: repents, 
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SER. VII,)repents; Alas! he fo hates it, that he dares not, if he be wife, ;A 
{tempt himfelf with an opportunity to a@ it: for in the midft of 
that which hecalls hatred, he hath fo much love left for it, that 
if the fin comes again and {peaks him fair, heis loft again, he kif= 
fes the fire, and diesin its embraces. And why elfe fhould it be 
neceflary for us to pray, that we be xot led into temptation? but 
becaufe we hate the fin, and yet love it too well; wecurfeit, and 
yet followit; weareangry at our felves, and yet cannot be with- 
out it; we know it undoes us, but wethink it pleafant; And when 
we are toexecute the fierce anger of the Lord upon our fins, yet 
we are kinde-hearted.and {pare the Agag, the reigning fin, the {plen- B 
did temptation, we have fome kindnefies left towards it. 
Thefe are but ill fignes. How then fhall I know by fome in fal- 
lible token, that I am atrue Penitent ? What and if I weep for 
my fins? will younot then give me leave to conclude my heart 
right with God, andatenmity withfin¢ It maybefo But there 
are fome friends that weep at parting 3 and is not thy weeping a for- |, 
row of affection > It isa fad thing to part with our Jong companion. 
Or it may be thou weepeft, becaufe thou wouldeft havea fignero 
cozenthy felf withall; for fome men are more defirous to havea 
figne, then thething fignified; they would do fomething to thew | ¢ 
their Repentance, that themfelves may beleeve themfelves tobe 
Penitents, having no reafon from within to beleeve fo, And I have 
{cen fome perfons weep heartily for the lofle of fix pence, or for 
the breaking of a glafie, or at fome trifling accident; and they | 
that do focannot pretend to have their tears valued at a bigger rate 
then they will confeffe their paflion to be when they weep, and 
are vexed for the durting of their linnen, or fome fuch trifle, for 
which the leaft paffion is too big an expence. Sothatamancan- 
not tell his own heart by his tears, or the truth of his repentance 
by thofe fhort gufts of forrow. How then? Shall we fuppofe a 
man to pray againtt his fin? So did Saint Auftin, when in his youth | 
he was tempted to luft and uncleannetle, he prayed againftic, and 
fecretly defired that God would not hearehim: for here the heare 
is cunning to deceive it felf. For no man did ever heartily pray | 
again{t his fin in the midft of a temptation toit, if he did inany | _ | 
| fence or degree liften tothe temptation: For to pray againftafin,| ~ 
is to have defires contrary to it, and that cannot confift with any 
love, or any kindeneffeto it. We pray againft it,and yet do it, and 
then pray again, and do it again; and we deftireit, and yet pray 
again{t the defires, and thatsalmoft a contradiction: Now becaufe —& 
no man can be fuppofed to will againft his own will, or choofe 
again{t bisowndefires; itis plain that we cannot know whether 
we|imean what we fay, when we pray againft fin, but by the event; 
Ifwe never act it, never entertain it, alwayes refift it, ever fight 
againftit; and finally do prevail ; then at length we may judge our 
own 
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A ~~ ewn heartto have meant honeftly in that one particular... 
| Nay our heartis fo deceitfull in this matter of Repentance, 
that the Mafters of {pirituall life ase fain to invent fuppletorie 
Arts and ftratagemsto fecure the duty. And we are advifed to 
mourn, becaufe we donot mourn, to be forrowfull becaufe we 
are not forrowful], Now if we be forrowfull in the firft ftage, | . - 
how happens ie that we knowit not? . Is our heart fo fecree to | 
eur felves? Butif webenot forrowfull in the firft period, how} | 
fhall we be fo, or know it inthe fecond period? For wemay as: 
well doubt concerning the fincerity of the fecond, or reflex att of | 
forrow, as of the firft and direct a@tion. And therefore we may 
alfo as well-be forrowfull the third time for want of the juft 
meafure, or hearty meaning of the fecond forrew, as be forrow- 
full the fecond time for want of true forrow at the firft ; and foon 
to infinite. And we fhall never be fecure inthis Artifice, if we be 
not certain of our natural! and hearty paffion in our direct and firft | 
apprehentions. aa | a. 2; 
Thus many perfons think them {elves in a good eftate, and makg| 
no queftion of their falvation, being confident onely becaufe they} 
are confident; and they are fo, becaufe they are bidden to be {9 
and yet they are not confident at all, but extreamly timerous.and 
fearfull, How many perfons are there in the world, that fay they 
are fure of their falvation, and yet they dare notdie? Andif any 
man pretends, that he is now fure he fhall be faved, and that hee 
cannot fallaway from grace; there isno better way to confute 
him, then by advifing him to fend for’ the Surgeon, and bleed to 
death. For what fhould hinderhim? not the fin: for 1¢ cannot 
| take him from Gods favour: not thechange of his condition: for |: 
‘| he fayes, heisfureto go to a Better :. why does he not then fay, 
| gdeewa, hike the Roman gallants when they decreed to die. The} 
reafonis plainly this. They fay they ¢se confident, and yet are ex- | 
treamly timerous; they profefie to beleeve that Dottrine, and yet 
darencttruftit: nay they think they beleeva, butthey donot; fo 
falfeisa mans heart; fo deceived in its own Acts, fo great a {tran- 
ger to ies own fentence and opinions. | ee ee 
3, The heare is deceitful! in its own refolutions and purpo-. 
fes: for many times men make their refolutions onely ia their 
underftanding, not in their wills ; they refolve it fitting to bedone, 
not decree that they will doit; And inftead of beginning to be re- 
conciled to God, by the renewed and hearty purpofes of holy li- 
ving, they are advanced fo far onely, asta be convinced, and apt to 
be condemned by theirownfentence,. ._. Bo 
But fuppofe our refolutions advanced further, and that our 
Willand Choicesalfoaredetermined ; fee how, our hearts deceive 
us. 1. Werefolve againft thofe fins that nied: usnet, or where! 
| temptatioris not prefent, and think by an over-atted zeal againtt 
| H 2 7 ome 
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SER. VII. fome fins to get an indulgence for fome others. There are fame‘: A 
perfons who will be Drunk ;.. The Company, or the difcourfe, or 

‘| the pleafure of madnefle, or an eafie natpre, and athirftie foul ; 
fomething is amifle, that cannot be helped; But they will make 
amends, and the next day pray twiceas much. Or it may be they 
mutt fatisfie a beaftly luft; but they will not be drunk for all the 
world; and hope by their Temperance to Commute for their 

| wantof Chaftity: But they attend not the Craft of their fecree 
enemie, their Heart: for itis not love of the vertue; if it were, 
they would love Vertue in all its Inftances; for Chaftity is as much 
a Vertue as Temperance, and God hates Luftas much ashe hates | p 

*Viruem | Drunkennefle. * But this fin is againft my health, or it may be it 
oH bag a is again{t my luft, it makes me impotent, and yet impatient, full of 
| non poreft vir | defire, and empty of ftrength. Orelfe Idoanact of Prayer, left 
tus.f-d frunan! my conf{cience become unquiet, while it is not fatisfied, or cozened 
confefis fuer"! with fome intervals of Religion: I thall think my {elf a damned 
nullamte ege | wretch, if I do nothing for my foul ; but if I do, J thall call‘che one 
babinarwm Jan! fin chac remains nothing but my infirmity; and therefore itis my 
nejcis 2,Cicer. , , bie 
excufe : and my Prayer is not my Religion, but my Peace, and my. 
Pretence. and my Fallacy. | 
2. We refolve againft our fin, that is, we will not act it in| C 
thofe circumftances as formerly : I will not be drunk inthe ftreets, 
but I may fleep till I be recovered, and then come forth fober ; 
Or if I be overtaken, it -fhall be in Civil and Gentile Company; 
Or it may be not fomuch; I will leave my:intemperance and my 
Luft too, but I will remember it with pleafure, I will revolve the 
paft action in my mind, and entertain my fancy witha moros de- 

" \JeCtation in it, and by a fiction of imagination will reprefent it pre- 
fent and fo be fatisfied with alittle effeminacy, or phantaftick plea- 
fure. Beloved, fuffer not your hearts foto cozen you, a8 1f any 
‘man can be faithfullin much, that is faithleffle ina little. He cer- 5 
tainly is very much in lovewith fin, and parts with it very unwil- 
lingly, that keeps its Picture, and wears its. Favour, and delights 
in the Fancie of it, even with the fame defire, asa moft paflionate 
widow parts with her deareft hufband, even when fhe canno lon- 
ger enjoy him: But certainly her ftaring all day upon his Picture, 
and weeping over his Robe, and wringing her hands over his chil- 
dren, sre no great fignes that fhe hated him, And juft {odo moft 

'| men hate, and accordingly part with their fins, 

3. Werefolve againft it when the opportunity is flipped, and 
lay it afide as long as the temptation pleafe, even till ie come again, | E 
and no longer. How many menare there in the world, that againft 
every Communion renew their vows of holy living? Men, that 
for twenty, for thirty years together, have been perpetually refol- 

| ving againft what they daily A@ 3 and {ure enough they did beleeve 
themfelves: And yet if a man had daily promifed usa curtefie, 
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_and failéd us but tentimes , when it wasin his power to have done. Senm.VIl, : 


|it, we fhould think, we had reafon never to beleeve him more: 
And can we then reafonably beleeve the refolutions of our hearts, 
which they have falfified fo many hundred times? We iefolve 
againfta religious Time, becaufethen it is the Cuftome of men, 
and the Guife of the Religions; Or we refolve when weareina 
great danger, and then we promife any thing, poffible or impofli- 
‘| ble, likely orunlikely, allisone to us, we onely care to remove 
the prefent preflure, and when that is over, and our fear is gone, 
and nolove remaining, our condition being returned to our firit 
fecurities, our refolutions alfo revert to their firftindifferencies: 
Or elfe we cannot look atemprtation in the face, and we refolye 
againftit, hoping never to be troubled with its arguments and im- 
portunity, Epzcfetws tells usof aGentleman returning from ba- 
niftiment, in his journey towards home called at his Fatale, told 
a fad {tory of anImprudent life, the greateft part of wich being 
|now fpent, he was refolved for the future to live'Philofophi- 
cally, and entertain no bufineffe, to be candidate for no employ- 


ment, not togo tothe Court, not to falute Cxfar with ambitious | 


attendancies, butto ftudy, and worfhip the gods, and die wil- 
lingly, whennature, or neceflity called him. It may be this man 
beleeved himfelf. but Epéerws didnot, Andhehadreafon. For 
dah |nzay eure meg¢ Katoxgoy mvaxtss. Letters from Cxfar met him at the 
doors, and invited him to Court, and he forgot all his promifes, 
_| which were warm upon his lips, and grew pompous, fecular, and 
ambitious, and gave the gods thanks for his preferment, Thus many 
men leave the world, when their fortune hath left them, and they 
are fevere and philofophicall, and retired for ever, if for ever it be 


impofible to return: But leta profperous Sunfhine warm and re- | 
freth their fadneffes and makeit but poffible to break their purpofes, | 


‘and there needs no more temptation; Their own falfe heart is e- 
nough 5 they are like Ephraim in the day of Battel,tarting afide like 
a broken Bow, 


4. Theheart is falfe, deceiving and deceived in its intentions | 


and defignes. A man hears the precepts of God injoyning usto 


give Alms of all we pofleffe; he readily ob¢ys with muchcheer- | 
fu'neflé and alacrity; Andhis charity, like.a fair {preading tree, | 


looks beauteoufly : Bue there isa canker at the heart; The man 


blowes a Trumpet tocall the poor together, and hopes the neigh- | 


bourhood will take notice ofhis Bounty. Nay he gives Alms pri- | 


vately, and charges no man to fpeak of it, and yet hopes by fore | 
Accident or other to be praifed both for his Charity and Humi- | 
lity. And ifby chance, the Fame of his Alms comes abroad, itis | 


but his ducy to let his fight fofhine before men, that God may be 
glorified, and fome of our neighbours be relieved, and others edi- 


fied, But then to diftinguifh the intention of our heart m this |. 
3 H 3 Inftance, | 


-- 
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'SERM,VII, Inftance, and to feek Gods glory ina particular, which willalfo, A 
conduct much to our reputation, andto have no filthy adherence 
to {tick to the heart, no reflexion upon our felves, or 00 compla- 
cency and delight in popular noyfes, is the nicety of abftraction, 
and requires an Angel todoit. Some men are fo kind-hearted, {fo 

| trae co their friend, that they will watch his very dying groans, 
and receive his la{t breath, and clofe hiseyes; And if this be done 
with honeft intention, it is well: but there are fome that do fo, 
and yet are vultures and harpyes, they watch for the Carcafle, 
and prey upona Legacy. A man with a true {tory may be malici- 
ous to his enemy, and by doing hiofelf right, may alfo-dohim |B 
wrong: And fo falfeisthe heartofman, foclancular and contra- 
didv-ry are its Actions and Intentions, that fome men purfue vertue 
with great earneftnefle, and yet cannot with patience look upon it 
in another: it is Beauty in Themfelves, and Deformity in the 
Orher-»Js it not plain, that not the Vertue, butits Reputation is 
the chingthatis purfued? And yetifyoutell the man fo, he thinks 
he hath reafon to complain of your malice or detra@ion. Whois 
able to diftinguith his fear of God from fearof punifhment? when 
from fear of punifhment we are brought to fear God: And yet the 
difference mutt be diftinguifhable in new Converts &old Difcipless C 
And our fear of punifhment muft fo often change its Circumftan- 
ces, that it muft be at lafta fear to offend out of pure Love, and 
mult have no formality left to diftinguifh it from Charity: It is 
ealie to diftinguifhthefe things in Precepts, and to make the fepa- 
ration in the Schooles: The Head can do iteafily, andthe Tongue 

-| can doit: But when the heart comes to feparate Alms from Charity, 
Gods glory from Humane praife, fear from fear, and fincerity from 
Hy pocrifie ; it does fo intricate the queftions and confound the ends, 
and blende and entangle circumftances, thata man hath reafonto| 
doubt, that his very beft AGions are fullied with fome unhandfom | 
excretcency, fomething to makethem very often to be criminal, but | ~ 

_{alwayes to beimperfect. 

Here a man would think were enough toabate aur confidence,and 
the {pirit of pride, andto makea man eternally to ftand-upon his 
guard, andtokeepa ftri@ watch upon his own heart, as upon his 
preate{t enemy from without. Cu/fedi, libera msde meipfo, Dews, It 
wasS, Auguftines prayer, Lord keep me, Lord deliver me from my 
{elf. IfGod will keep aman, that hebenot Fe/o de fe, that he lay 
no violent hands upon himfelf, it is certain nothing elfe can do him 
milchief, i7t 24's, sve pwiga, 7s "Eelvs, ag Agamemnon faid, Neither | E- 
Jupit-r, nor Deftinies, nor the Furies, but it.is:a mans felf that 
does him the mifchief. “The Devil can but Tempt, and offer a dag- 
ger at the heart, unleffe our hands thruft it home, the Devil can 
do nothing, but what may turn to our advantage, .And in this 
fence we are to underftand the two .feeming ContradiCtories in 
| | : Scripture, 


The deceitfulneffe of the Heart. | 


Scripture, Pray that ye enter not into T. emptation, {aid our Blefled Szxm,VII, 


Saviour, and Count st alljoy whew yon exter into druers T. ewaptations, 
faid one of Chrifts Difciples, The cafeiseafie. When God fuffers us 
to be tempted, he means it butas a trial of our faith,as the exercife of 
our vertues, as the opportunity of reward, and in fuch cafes we have 
reafonto count it all joy ; fince the Trial of our faith worketh Patience 

and Patience experience, and experience canfeth hope, and hope maketh 
not afbamed : But yet for all this, pray againft temptations : for when 


| weget them into our hands, weufe them asblinde men do their 


clubs, neither diftingui(h perfon nor part; as foon they firike the 


. face of their friends as the back of the Enemy ; our hearts betray us 


tothe enemy, we fall in love with our mifchief, we contrive how 
ao let the luft in, and leave a pert open on purpofe, and ufe arts to 
forget our duty, and to give advantages to the Devil. He, that ufesa 
temptation thus, -hath reafon to pray againft iz; and yee our hearts 
does all this and a thoufand times more, fo that we may ingrave 
+ rile hearts the epitaph which was digged into Thieftes grave- 
one. : 


Nolite, inauit, bofpites adire ad me,illico itis 5 
Ne contagio mech umbrave ob(it, 
‘Taste vis {celeris in corpore haret, , 
Thereisfo much falfeneffe and iniquity in mans heart, that.it de- 
files all the members; it makes the eyes luftful, and she tongue 
‘flanderous 5 .it fills the head with mifchief, and. the feet. with blood, 
and the hands with injury, and the prefent condition ofman with 
folly, and makes his furure {tate apt to inherit eternall mifery. But 
thisis but. the beginning of thofe throws, and damnable impieties, 
which proceed out of the heart of man, and defile the whole confti- 


| and defile st tothe grennd, and make it defperately wicked, thatis, 
wicked beyoadallexpreffion. — , eG 


‘tution. I have yet told but the weaknefles of the heart ; I thall the | 
LD | next time tell you the iniquities,thofe inherest Divels which pollute 
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The deceitfulneffe of the Heart. 
| Part II. 


2 Pyn pircvebas-~ Cuwalduors F avTe dadevetas, xy ddvwaules cel rd dvayndia: 
Epia. It is the beginning of wifdome, to know a mans own 
Arian. _  weaknefles, and failings in things of greateft neceffitie ; 

and we have here fo many objects to furnifh out this knowledge, 

that we finde it with the longeft and lateft before it be obtained. A 

mar does not begin to know himielf till he be old, and then he is 

well {trickenindeath: A mans heart at firft being like a plain-table, 
|unfpotted indeed, but then there is nothing legible in it. As 

{oon as ever we ripen towards the imperfect ufes of our reafon, we 

write upon this table fuch crooked charaGers, fuch imperfe& confi- | C 

gurations, fo many fooleries; and ftain it with fo many blots, and 

vitious infperfions, that there is nothing worth the reading in our 
hearts for a great while; and when education and ripeneffe, reafon 
and experience, Chriftian philofophy and the grace of God hath 
made fair impreffions and written the Jaw in our hearts with the fin- 
gerof Gods holy fpirit, we blot out this hand-writing of Gods ordi- 
hances, or mingle it with falfe principles, & interlinings of our own; 

we diforder the method of God, or deface the truth of God ; either 

we make the rule uneven.we bribeor abufe our guide, that we may 

{wander with an excufe. Or if nothing elfe will do it, we turn head D 
and profefle to go againft the lawes of God, Our Hearts are blinde; 

or out hearts ate hardned: for thefeare two great arguments of the 

wickedneffle of our hearts: they do not fee, or they will not fee the 

wayes of God ; or ifthey do, they make ufe of their feeing that they 
may avoid them, 
I 1. Our hearts are blinde, wilfully blinde. Ineed not inftance 

in the ignorance and involuntary nefcienceof men, thoughif we 

{peak of the neceflary parts of religion, no manis ignorant of them 

without his own fault: fuch ignorance is alwayesa direct fin, or the 

direct punifhment of afin, A finis cither in its bofom, or inits reti- | E 

nue: But the ignorance, that I now intend, is a voluntary, cho- |. 

fen, delightful ignorance, taken inupon defigne 5 even for no 
other end , but that we may perifh quietly and infallibly. 

God hath opened all the windows of Heaven, and _ fent 

the Sun of Righteoufneffe with glorious apparition, and hath 7 

cover 
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ee iy 
A | covered the abyffes of his own wifdom, made the fecond Perfon in| Sexm,VII. 
the Trinity, ta be the doctor and preacher of his fentences & fecrets, 
and the third Perfon to be his Amanuenfis or {cribe, and our hearts 

to be the Book in which the Doctrine is written, and Miracles, and 
Prophecies to be its Arguments, and all che world to be the verifi- 
cation of it: and thofe Jeaves contain within their folds all that 

| excellent morality. which right reafon pickt up after the fhipwrack 
of nature; and all thofe wife fayings, which fingly made fo many 
men famous for preaching fome one of them ; all them Chrift ga- 
thered, and added fome more out of the immediate book of Reve- 

B | lation: So thatnow the wifdom of God hath miade every mans 
heart to be the true Veronica, in which he hath imprinted his own 
lineaments fo perfectly, that we may dreffe our felves like God, 
and have the air and features of Chrift our Elder-Brother; that 

we may be pureasGod is, perfect as our Father, meek and hum- 

‘| bleas the Son, and may have the holy Ghoft within us, in gifts and 
graces, in wifdom and holinefle. This bath God done for us; 
and fee what we do for Him, We ftand in our own light,and quench 
Gods :- we love darkneffle. more then light, and entertain our felves 
accordingly. For how many of us arethere, that underftand no- 
C | thing of the wayes of God ; that know no more of the lawes of Je- 
fus Chrift..then is remaining upon them fince they learned the chil- 
drensCatechi{me ? But amongft a thoufand how-many can expli- 
cate and unfold for his own practife the ten Commandements ; And 
how many forts of finsare there forbidden? which therefore pafle 
into action, and never pafle under the {crutinies of repentance; be- 
caufe they know notthat they are fins? Arethere not very many, 
who know not the particular duties of mechne//e, and never confider 
concerning Long /ufferring ? and if you talk to them of growth im 
Grace, or the /pirit of obfignation, or the melancholy lectures of the 

D | Croffe, and imitation of, and conformitie te Chrifts fifferines; or 
adherences to God, ox rejoycing in him, or not quenching the [pirit ; 
you are too deep learned forthem. And yet thefe are duties fet 
down plainly for our practile, necetlary to be acted in order to our | 
Salvation, We brag of light, and réformation, and fulnefle of the 
Spirit: In the mean time we underftand not many parts of our | 
dutie. Weenquire into fomething that may make us talk, or be 
talked of, or that we may troublea Church, or difturb the peace 
of mindes;- but in things that concern Holy living, and that wil- 
dom of God, whereby we are wife unto Salvation; hever was | 
.{ any age of Chriftendom more ignorant then we. For, if we did 
E not wink hard we muft needs fee, that obedience to Supreme Pow- | 
. ers, Denying of our felves, Humility, . Peacefulseffe, and Charity, 
are written in {uch Capital Text letters, that it is impoffible to beig- | 
norantofthem. And if the heart of man had not rate arts to abufe | 
the under{tanding, ie were not to be iniagined thatany man —_ | 
| | ring} _. 
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Ser. VIII | bring the 13. Cbaprerto the Romans te prove the lawfulnefleof A 
taking up Arms againft our Rulers - but fo we may abufe our felves 
at noon, and go to bed, if we pleafe tocall it midnight, Andthere 
have beena fort of witty men that maintained that {now was hot: 
J wonder not atthe Probleme; but that aman fhould beleeve his 
Paradox, and fhould let eternity go away with the fallacie, and ra- 
ther Iofe heaven then teave his foolifh argument, is a figne that wil- 
fulnefle and the deceiving heart is the Sophifter, and the great ingre- 
dient into our Deception. a 
But that f may be more particular ; the heart of man ufes devices 
that it may be ignorant. _ 
1. Weare wmpatient of honeft and fevere reproof; and order the 
circumftances of our perfons and addrefles,that we thal never come | 
| to the true knowledge of our condition, Who will endure to hear 
his Curate tel! him that he is covetous,. or that he is proud ? Atye, 2 
Sevns FCpeas. Te is Calumny and reviling, if he {peak it to his Head,and 
relatestohis perfon: and yet if he {peak onely in generall, every 
man neglects what is not recommended to his particular. But yet 
if our Phyfitian tellus, you look well, Sir; but a Fever lurks in 
your {pirits, "Actmsvy, ouecov Yow at, drink Julips and abftain from 
flefh; no manthinks it fhame or calumny tobe told fo: but when'¢ 
we aretold that our liver is inflamed with luft or anger 5 that our 
heart is vexed with envie; that our eyes row! with wantonnefle ; 
And though we think all is well, yet weare fick, fick unto death, 
and neer toa fad and fatall fentence: we fkall think that man that tels 
us fo 1s impudent, or uncharitable 5 and yet he hath done him no 
more injury, then a deformed man receives daily from his looking- 
glafle; which if he fhall dafhagainft the wall, becaufe it fhowes 
him his face juft as it ts ; his face is not fo ugly as his manners. And 
yet our heart is fo impatient of feeing its own ftains, that like the | 
Elephant, it tramples in the pure ftreams, and fir{t troubles” 
them, then ftoops and drinks, when he cap leaft fee his huge de- 
formity. _— 3 = 
2. Inorder tothis, we heap up teachers of our own, and they 
: guide us, not whither, but which way they pleafe: for we are curi- 
ous to go our own way,.and careleflé of our Hofpitall or Ione 
at night. A fair way anda merry company, anda pleafant eafie 
guide will entice us into the Fneimies quarters ; and fuch guides we 
cannot wants dmprobitati.occifio nanquam defutt. Vf we havea 
minde to be wicked, we fhall want no prompters ; and falfe teach- 
ers.at firft creeping in unawares have now fo filled the pavement of F 
_| the Church, chat you can {catce fet your foot on the ground, but you | 
treadupona fnake, Ciceroé, 9. 4d Atticum, undertakes to bargain 
with them that kept the Sybils books, that for a fum of money they 
fhall expound to him what he pleafe 5 and to be fure, wt qridais po-| 
tins, quam Regem proferrent, They fhall declare againft the govern- 
: | ment 
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wat ment of Kings, and fay, that the Gods will endure any thing rather | SER. VIII. 
| then monarchy in their beloved republick, And the fame mifchief : 
God complainsof to be among the Jews; the Prophets prophecie 
lies,and my people love to have it fo: and what will the end of thefe 
things be? even the fame that Cicero complain’d of, 44 opinionemin.- 
peritorum fidias effe Religiones, Men {hall have what Religion they 
pleafe,and God hall be intitled toall the quarrels of covetous and 
Ambitious perfons, ¢ 7/227 ea: eaiZer. as Demolthenes wittily com- 
plained of the Oracle, Ananfwer fhall be drawn outof Scripture to 
countenance the defigne, and God made the Rebel agaiaft hisown 
Ordinances. And then weare zealous for the Lord God of Hofts, 
and will live and die inthat quarrel. But isit nota {trange coze- 
nage, thatourhearts fhall be the main wheel in the engine, and 
{hail fet all the re(ton working? The heart fhall firft put his own 
candle out, then put out the eye of reafon, then remove the Land- 
mark, and dig down the cau feggwayes, and then either hire a blinde 
guide, or make him fo: and all thefe Arts to get ignorance, that they 
chay fecureimpiety. At firft, man loft his innocence onely in hope 
to get alittle knowledge : and ever fince then leftknowledge fhould 
difcover his errour, and make him return to Innocence, we are con- 
C | tent to part with that now, andto knownothing that may difcover 
er difcountenance our fins, or difcompofe our fecular defigne. And 

as God made great revelations, and furnifhed out a wife Religion, 

and fent his fpirit to give the gift of Faith to his Church, that upon 

the foundation of Faith he might builda holy life: now our hearts 
love to retire into Blindnefle, and {neak under the covert of Falfe 
principles, and runto a cheap religion, and an unaCtive difcipline, 

and makea faith of our cwn, that we may build upon it eafe and ain- 
bition and a tall fortune, and the pleafures of revenge, and do what 

we have a minde to; {carce once in feven yeers denying a {trong and 

D | anunruly appetite upon theintereft ofa juft con{cience and holy re- 
ligion. Thisis fuch a defperate method of impiety; focertainarts 

and apt in{truments for the Devil, that it does his work intirely, and 
produces an infallible damnation. ae 

2, But the heart of man hath yet another ftratagem to fecure its 

iniquity by the means of ignorance 5 and thatis, Incogitancy or In-f. 
confideration, Forthereis wrought upon the fpirits of many men 
great impreflion by education, by a modeft and temperate nature, 

by humane Laws, and the cuftomes and feverities of fober perfons, 

E | and the fears of religion, and the awfulneffe of a reverend man, 
and the feveral arguments and endearments of vertue : And itis not 

‘n the nature of foe mento do an act in defpite of reafon, and 
Religion, and arguments, and Reverence, and modefty, and fear; 

But men are forced from their fin by the violence of the grace of] . 
God, when they hear it fpeak, But fo 2 Roman Gentleman kept 


offa whole band of fouldiers, who were fentto murther him 5 - 
oO ; 1s 


De Drvnat.1.2. 


96 9 _ The deceitfulneffe of the Heart. 


SER,V III. ; his eloquencé was ftronger then their anger and defigne:. But fud-| A 
denly a rude trooper rufhed upon him, who neither had, nor would 
hear him {peaks and he thruft his {pear into that throat, whofe 
¢mufick had charmed all his fellows in. peace and gentlenefle. So 
dowe. Thegrace of Godis Armour and defence enough againft 
tbe moft violent incurfion of the {pirits, and the works of darkneiie, 
but then we muft hear its excellent charms, andconfider its reafons, 
and remember its precepts, and dwell withits difcourfes. Eutthis 
the heart of man loves not. If! be tempted to uncleanneffe, or to 
an act of oppreffion, inftantly the grace cf God reprefents to me, 
that the pleafure of the fin is tranfient, and vain, vinfatisfying and | B 
empty; ThatIthall die, and then! thall with too Jate, that! had 
never done it. It tellsme that J difpleafe God who made me, who 
feedsme, whb blefles me, who fain would fave me. It repreferits 
to me all the joyes of Heaven, and the horrours and amazements of 
afadeternity. Andif [-will ftay apg heare them, ten thoufand ex- 
cellent things befides. fit tobe twilted about my underftanding 
forever. But herethe hearvof man fhuffles all thefe difcourfes in- 
to diforder, and will not be put to the trouble of an{wering the ab- 
jections ; but by a meer witdenefle of purpofe and rudeneffe of 
refolution ventures /s:er totem.m iteriam, atall, and does the thing, C 
| not becaufe it’ thinks it fic to do fo, :but becau‘e it will not confider 
whetherit beorno: itis enough thatit pleafesa pleafant appetite, 
and if fuch incogitancy cones to be habitual, as it is invery many 
| men- (firft by refitting ‘the motions of the holy fpirit, then by 
‘| quenching him, } we thall finde the confequents to be. firft an /#- 
| differencre, then 4 dulaeffe, then 4 Letharzie, thenadiret Hating 
'|the wayes of God, and it commonly ends in a wretchleffen (fe of | 
fpirit to be manifefted on our death-bed 5 when the man thell pafle 
hence not uke t4e fhaddor, but like the dog, that depar'eth, with- 
out fence or intereft, or apprehenfion, or real concernment inthe} py 
confiderations of eternity: and ‘tis but juft, when we well net bare 
our King {peak and plead, notto fave himfelf. but us, to {peak for 
our peace, and innocency and Salvation, to prevent our ruine, 
and our intolerable calamity: certainly we are much in love with 
-.| the wages of death, when we cannot endure to hear Gad call us back; 
and ftop our ears again{t the voice of the charmer, charme he never 
fo wilely. , i 

Nay further yet; we fuffer the Arguments of Religion to have 
fo little impreflion upon our {pirits, that they operate but like 
the difcourfes of childhood, or the Problems of uncertain Philo- | E 
fophy: Amantalks of Religion but as of a dream,and from thence 
he awakens into the Bufinefles of the world, and acts them deli- 
berately, with perfect Adion and full Refolution, and contrives, 
and confiders, and lives in them: But when he falls afleep again, 
or is taken from the Scene of his own employment and — 
then 
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A {thenhedreams again, and Religion makes fuch Impreflions asis | SER, VIII. 
theconverfation of a Dreamer, and he atts accordingly, Theo- 
critus tells of a Fifherman that dreamed he had taken é oeuror i45un, 
énd evar a Fifth of Gold, upon which being over-joyed he made 
avow, that he would never fifh more: But when he waked, he 
foon declared his vow to be null, becaufe he found his golden 
Fith was “fcaped away through the holes of his eyes, when he firft 
opened them. Juft fo wedoin the purpofes of Religion; fome- 
times in agood mood we feem to fee Heaven opened, and all the 
{treets of Heavenly Jerufalemn paved with gold and precious f{tones, 

p | and weare ravifhed with fpirituall apprehenfions, and refolye never 

to return to the low affections of the world, and the impure adhe: 

rencies of fin, but when this flafh oflightningis gone, and we con- 
verfe again with the Inclinations, and habitual! defires of our falfe 
hearts, thofe other defires and fineconfiderations difband, and the 

Refolutions taken in that pious fit melt into Indifferency, and old 

Cuftomes, He was prettily and fantaftically troubled, who having 

ufed to put his truftin Dreams, one night dreamed, thatall dreams 

were vain; Forheconfidered, Iffo, then This was vain, and then 
dreams might betrue for all this: But if they mightbetrue, then 
thisdream might be fo upon equall reafon; And then dreams were 
vain, becaufe This dream, which told him fo, was true, and fo 
round again, In the fame circle runs the Heart of man; All his 
cogitations are vain, and yet he makes efpeciall ufe of this, that, 
that Thought which thinks fo, That is vain; and if That be vain, 
then his other Thoughts, which are vainly declared fo, may be 

Reall, and Relied upon; And fo wedo, Thofe religious thoughts, 

which are fent into us, tocondemne and difrepute the thoughts of 

fin and vanity, areefteemed the onely dreams; And fo all thofe 

Inftruments, which the grace of God hath invented for the de- 

ftruction of [mpiety, are rendred ineffeCuall, either by our dire 

D | oppofing them, or( which happens moft commonly ) by our want 
of confidering them. | 

- The effect of all is this, That we are ignorant of the 
things of God 5 _ we make Religion to be the work of a few 
hours inthe whole yeer; we are without fancy or affection to the 
feverities of holy Living: we reduce Religion to the Beleeving ofa 
few Articles, and doing nothing that is confiderable :_ we Pray fel- 
dome, and then bat very coldly and indifferently: we Communt- 
cate not fo often as the Sun falutes both the Tropicks: we pro- 

E | felleChrift, but dare not die forhim: we are faGious fora Reli- 
gion, and will not live according to its precepts: wecall our felves 
Chriftians, and Jove to be ignorant of many of the lawes of Chrift: 
left our knowledge fhould force us into fhame, or into the troubles 
ofa holy Life, Allthemifchiefs that you can fuppofe to happen 
toa furious inconfiderate perfon, running after the wilde-fires = | 

J the | 
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SER,VIII,; the night, over Rivers and Rocks, and Precipices without Sun or | A 
{tarre, or Angel or Manto guide him ; All that, and ten thoufand | 
times worfe may you fuppofeto be the certain Lot of him, who 
gives himfelf up to the condu of'a pafbonate blinde Heart, whom 
no fre can warm, andno Sunenlighten; who hates light and loves 
to dwell inthe Regions ofdarknefle. Thatsthe firft generall mif- 
chief of the Heart: Itis poffefled with Blindenefle, willfull and vo- 
luntary. : 

3 But the Heartis Hardtoo. Not onely Folly, but Mifchief 

| alfo 1s bound up in the Heart of man, If God ftrives to foften it 
with forrow and fad Accidents, itis like an Ox, it grows callous, |B 
andhard, Sucha heart was Pharaohs, When God makes the clouds 
to gather round about us, we wrap our heads in the clouds, and 
jikethe male-contents in Galba’s time, Tri/t:am fimnlamus Contu- 
macie propior:s. We {cem fad and troubled, but it is dopgednefle and 
murmur. Orelfe ifour fears be pregnant, and the heart yeelding, | 
it inks low into pufillanimity and fuperftition ; and our hearts are 
fochildifh, fotimerous, or fo impatient ina fadnefle, that God 
is weary of {triking us, and weare glad of it. And yet whenthe 
Sun fhines upon us, our hearts are hardned with that too, and 
God feems to be at a lofle, as if heknew not what todo tous, Cc 
Warre undoes us and makes us violent: Peace undoes us and makes 
us wanton. © Profperity makes us Proud, Adverfity renders us Im- 
patient: Plenty diflolves us and makes us Tyrants, Want makes 
us greedy, liars, and rapacious, 
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No fortune can fave that City to whom neither Peace nor Warr 
cando advantage, And whatis there left for God to mollifie our | Fp 
hearts, whofetemper is like both to wax and durt; whom fire 
hardens, andcold hardens; and contradictory Accidents produce 
nochange, favethat the heart grows worfe and more obdurate 
for every change of Providence? But here .alfo I muft defcend to 

| particulars. a | 

1, The Heart of man is ftrangely Proud, If mencommend 
us, we think we have reafon to diftinguith our felves from others, 
fince the voice of difcerning men bath already made the feparati-| . 
on. If mendonot commend us, we think they are ftupid, and un- 
derftand usnot, or envious and hold theirtonguesin fpite. If we| E 
are praifed by many, then Vox pepali, vex Dei. Fame is the voice 
ofGod. Ifwebe praifed but by few, then Satis anus, fats nullus. 
Wecry, thefe are wife, and one wife man is worth a whole herd 
ofthe People, But if we be praifed by none at all, we refolve to 
be even with all the world, and {peak well of no body, _— 

: we 
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_well onely of our felves: And then we have fuch beggerly Arts, 
fuch tricks tocheat for ‘praife; we enquire after our faults and 
failings onely to betold we have none, but did excellently, and 
then wee are pleafed; wee rail upon our Actions onely to be 
chidden for fo doing; and then he is our friend who chides us mto 
a good opinion of our felves ; which however all the world can- 
not make us part with, Nay, Humilitie it felf maks us proud ; 
fo falfe, fo bafe isthe Heart of man. For Humility is fo noblea 
Vertue, that even Prideit felf puts on itsupper Garment; And 
we dolikethofe, whocannot endure to look upon an Ugly or 2 
deformed perfon, and yet will give a great price for a picture ex- 
treamly like him. Humility is defpited | in fubftance, but courted. 
| and admired ia effigie. And A/ops pidture was fold for two talents, |. 
when himfelf was made a flave at the price of two Philippicks, 
And becaufe Humility makes a man to be honoured; Therefore | 
we imitate all its Garbs and Poftures,. its civilities and filence, ite} 
modefties and condefcenfions, And to prove that we are extreamly | 
proud inthe mid{ft of alt this pagentry, we fhould be extreamly: 
angry at any man, that fhould fay, we are proud; Andthatsa fure 
figne we are fo. Andin the middeft of all our Arts to feem Hum- 
| ble, we ufe devices to bring our felves into talk; wethruft our 
felves into company , we liften at doors, and like the great Beards 
in Rome, that pretended Philofopie and {tri& life, "OCsainor ra7m- | 
atures ahesxetour, We walk by the Obelifk, and meditate in Piazza’s, 
that they that meet us may talk of us, and they that follow may 
crie Out, 2 undacginooes; Behold! there goes an excellent man ! 
He is very prudent, or very learned, or a charitable perfon, or a 
good houfekeeper, or at leaft very Humble. 7 
- The Heart of man is deeply.in love ‘with wickednefle, and 
with nothing ¢elfe: Againft, not onely. the Lawes of God, bat 
againft his own Reafon, its own Intereft, and its own Securities. 
For isit imaginable, that a man who knows the Lawes of God; 
the rewards of Vertue, the curfed and horrid effects of fin; that 
knows and confiders, and deeply fighes at the thought of the into- 
lerable pains of Hell; that knows the joys of Heaven tobe un-} 
{peakable, and that concerning them: there is no temptation, but 
that they are too big for man to hope for; And yet he certainly | 
beleeves, that a holy life hall infallibly ateainthither ; Is it I fay | 
injaginable, that this man fhould for a:tranfiént Aion forfert all | 
this Hope, and certainly and knowing incur all that calamity? ¥ea, | 
"| bucthe fan is pleafant, and the manis clothed with flefh and blood, | — 
and their appetites are material, and: importunate , and prefent s | 
And the -difcourfes of Religion are concerning things {piritual, fe- | 
parate and apt for fpirits, Angels, and fouls departed. ‘Fo take off | 
thisalfo; We will fuppofe the manto confider, and really to be- | 
| leeve that the pleafure of the finne, is. fudden, vain, empty, an 
=o ; 2 , traniicnes 
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SzR, VIII.|tranfient; that it leaves bitterneffe upon the tongue, beforeitis! A 
defcended into the bowels; that there itis poifon, and makes the| 
Belly to fwell, andthe Thigh to rot; That hee remembers and 
actually confiders, that as foon as the moment of finis paft, he 
{hall have an intolerable Con{cience; and does at the inftant com- | 
pare moments with Eternitie, and with horrour remembers that 
the very next mioute he is as miferable a man asis in the world; 
Yet that this man fhould fin ? Nay, fuppofe the fin to have no plea- 
fureat all, fuch as isthe fin of {wearing ; Nay, fuppofe it really: 
to have paininit: fuch as isthe fin of Envie, which never can have 
pleafurein its ations, but much torment and confumption of the 
very heart: | What fhould make this man fin fo for nothing, foa- 
gainft himfelf, fo againft all Reafon, and Religion, and Intereft, 
without pleafure, for no reward? Here the heart betrayes it felfto 
be defperately wicked. What mancan give a reafonable account 
of fuchaman, whoto profecute his revenge will do himfelf an{_ 
injury, that he may do aleffe to him that troubles him. Suchaman 
hath given me ill language 5 tz 4 F mpaals dayd, ire > SpSuauon, bE 
iuor, ere dyeor Somer 3; My head akes not for his tanguage, nor hath 
he broken my thigh, nor carried away my land. But yet this man 
mult be requited, Well, fuppofe that. But then let it be proporti- 
onable; youare not undane, let not him be fo. Oh yes; for elfe 
my revengetriumphsnot. Well, if youdo, yet remember he will 
defend himfelf,or the Law will right him ; at leaft do not do wrong 
to your felf by doing him wrong. This were but Prudence, and 
Self-intereft. And yet we fee, that the heart of {ome men hath be- 
trayed them to fuch furioufnefle of Appetite, as to make them 
willing todie, that their enemy may be buried in the fame Ruines. 
Jovius Pontanus tells of an Italian flave (I think) who being en- 
raged again{t his Lord, watehed his abfence from home, and the 
employment and inadvertency of his fellow-fervants: he locked 
the doors, and fecured himfelf for a while, and Ravithed his 
Lady; then took her three fons up to the battlements of the houfe, 
and atthe returnof his Lord, threw one downto him upon the 
pavement, and then a fecond, to rend the heart of their fad Father, 
feeing them weltring in their blood and brains, The Lord beg‘d for 
his third. and now hisonely Son, promifing pardon and libertie, 
if he would fpare his life. The flave feemed to bend a little, and 
on condition his Lord would cut. off his own Nofe, hee would 
{pare his Son. The fad Father did fo, being willing 'to fuffer any 
thing, rather thenthe loffe of that Childe; Butasfoon as he faw. 
his Lord all bloody with his wound, he threw the third Son, and 
himfelf down together upon the pavement. The ftory is fad 
enough, and needs no luftre and advantages of forrowto reprefent 
it: Butif aman fets himfelfdown, and confiders fadly, he cannot 
eafily tell upon what fufficientinducement, or what principle the 
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flave thould fo certainly , fo horridly , fo prefently , and then fo Sex, VIII, 
eternally ruine himfelf. What could he propound to himfelfasa| — 
recompenceto his own fo immediate Tragedy? There is not in 
the pleafure of the revenge, nor in the nature of the thing, any 
thing to tempt him; we muftconfefle our ignorance, and fay, 
that The Heart of man is defperately wicked ; and that isthe truth 
in generall , bute we cannot fathom it by particular compre- 
henfion. 4 

For when the heart of man is bound up by the grace of God, 
and tied in golden bands, and watched by Angcls, tended by thofe 
Nurfe- keepers of the foul ; it is not eafie fora manto wander: And 
the evil of his heart is but like the ferity and wildenefle of Lyons- 
whelps: But when once we have broken the hedge, and got into 
the ftrengths of youth, and the licencioufnefle of an ungoverned 
age, itis wonderfull to obferve, what a great inundation of mifchief 
in avery fhort time will overflow all the banks of Reafon and Reli- 
gion. Vice firft is plee4ng, then it grows cafe, then delightful, then 
frequent, then habstwall, then confirmed, then the man is imp:nitent, 
then he is ob/fivate, then he refolues never to Repent , and 
then he 1s Dewned, And by that time heis come half way in this 
progretle, he confutesthe Philofophy of the old Morali(ts; For 
they, not knowing the vilenefle of mans Heart, not confidering its 
def{perate amazing Impiety, knew no other degree of wickednefle 
but This, That men preferred Senfe before Reafon, and their un- 
derftandings were abufed in the choice of a temporal! before an in- 
telleGuall and eternall good: But they alwayes concluded, that the 
Wit of man mult of neceflity follow the laft dictate of the under- 
ftanding, declaring an object to be good in one fence or other. Hap- 
py men thcy were that were foInnocent ; that knew no pure and 
perfect malice, and lived in an Age, in which it was not eafie to con- 
futethem. But befides that, now the wells of a deeper iniquity 
are difcovered, we {ee by too fad experience, that there are fome 
fins proceeding from the heart of man, which have nothing but 
fimple, and unmingled malice; Actions of meer fpite; doing evil, 
becaufe itisevils finning without fenfuall pleafures: finning with 
fenfuall pain, with hazard ofour lives - with actuall torment, and | 
fudden deaths, and certain and prefent damnation: fins againft 
the Hcly Ghoft: open hoftilities, and profeffed enmities againft 
God andall vertue, I can go no further: becaufe there is not in 
the world, or in the nature of things, agreater Evil, And that 
isthe Nature and Folly of the Devil: he tempts mento ruvine, 
and hates God, and onely hurts himfelf, and thofe he tempts - and 
does himfelfno pleafure, and fome fay, he increafes his own acci- 
dentalltorment, _ | —_ . 
Although I can fay nothing greater: yet Jhad many more things 
to fay, if the time would have permitted me to reprefent the 
| I 3 Falfenefle 
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SER. VII, | Falfenefle and bafenefle ofthe Heart. 4, Weare falfe our felves, A 
and darenottruftGod, 2.. Welovetobe deceived, and arean- 
/ gry, ifwebetoldfo, 3, We loveto feem vertuous, and yet hate 
to be fo. 4. We are melancholy andimpatient, and we know 
not why. 5. Wearetroubledat little things, and are carelefle of 
greater. 6, We are overjoyed ata petty accident, and defpife 
greatand eternall pleafures. 7. Webelecve things, not for their 
Reafons and proper Arguments; but as they ferve our turns, be 
they trueor falfe. 8, We longexereamly for things that are for- 
bidden us; And what wedefpife, when itis permitted us,we {natch 
at greedily, when it is taken from us. 9. We love our felves 
more then we love God; and yet we eat poyfons daily, and feed 
upon Toads and Vipers, and nourith our deadly enemies in our bo- 
fome, and will not be brought to quit them ; but brag of our fhame, 
‘ | and are afhamed of nothing, but Vertue, which is moft honoura- 
ble. 10. We fear todie,. and yet ufe all means we can to make 
Death terrible and dangerous. 11, Weare bufie inthe faults of 
others, andnegligentotourown. 12. Welivethe life of f{pies, 
ftriving to know others, and tobe unknown our felves, 13, We 
worfhip and flatter fome men, and fome things, becaufe we fear 
them, not becaufe we love them. 14. We are ainbitious of 
Greatnefle, and covetous of wealth, and all that we get by it, is, 
that we are more beautifully tempted; anda troop of Clients run 
tous, astoa Pool, whom firft they trouble, ‘and then draw dry, 
15, _ Wemake our felvesunfafeby commiting wickedneffe, and 
then weadde more wickednefle to meke us fafe, and beyond pu- 
pifhment. 16. We are more fervile for one curtefy, that we 
hope for, then for twenry that we have received. 17. Weenter- 
tain flanderers, and without choice {pread their calumnies; and 
we huge flatterers, and know they abufe us: And if I fhould ga- 
ther the abufes, and impieties, and deceptions of the Heart, as_ 
Chryfippus did the oracular Lies of 4polo intoa Table; oe | 
would feem Remedilefle, and beyond the cure of watchfulneffe 
and Religion, Indeed they are Great and Many :. But the Grace of 
God is Greater’ and if Iniquity abounds, then doth Grace fuper- 
abound, and thats our Comfort and our Medicine, which we muft 
thus ufe. ; | | 

1. Let us watch our hearts at every turn. 

2. Denyitallits Defires, that do not directly or by confequence 
end in godlinefle : Atno hand be indulgent to its fondnefles, and 
peevith appetites. E 

3- Let us fufpedt it asan Enemy. 

4. Truftnottoit in any thing. | 

5- But beg the grace of God with perpetual! and importunate 
prayer, that he would be pleafed to bring good out of thefe evils, 
and that he would throw the falutary Wood of theCrofle, the me- | 
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rits of Chrifts death and paffion, into thefe fale waters, and make 
them healthfulland pleafane ——, | 

And inorder to the mannaging thefe advifes, and acting the pur- 
pofes of this prayers let us ftrid@tly follow a rules and choofe a 
Prudent and faithful guide, who may attend our motions, and 
watch our counfels, and dire& our fteps, and prepare the way of the 
Lord, and make his paths freight, aptandimitable. For without 

t watchfulneffe, and earneft devotion, anda prudent Guide, 
we fhall finde that true in a {piritual fenfe, which Plutarch affirmed 
ofa mans body in the natural ; that of dead Buls arife Bees; from 
the carcafesofhorfes, hornets are produced; But the body of man 
brings forth ferpents. Our hearts wallowing in their own natural 
and acquired corruptions, will produce nothing but iffues of Hell, 
and images of the old ferpent the divel, for whom is provided the ever- 
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‘The righteous caufe oppreffed. 


1 Peter 4. 7, 18, 


| For the time is come that judgement muft begin at the boufe 
| of God: andif it firft begin at us, what fhall the end be of 
them that obey not the Gofpel of God ? a 
18. And if the righteous fearcely be faved, where fall 
the ungodly and the finner appear ? | 


YO long as the world lived by fenfc, and difcourfes 
AL&24 ofnatural reafon, asthey were abated with hu- 
2 mane infirmities, and notat al] heighthed by the 
fpirit and divine revelations; So long men took 
their accounts of good and bad by their being 
profperous or unfortunate-and amongft the bafeft 
. ene and moft ignorant of men, that only was account~ 
ed honeft which was profitable: and he only wife that was rich 5 and 
that man beloved of God, who received from him all that might fa- 
tisfie their luft, their ambition, or their revenge : 


Fats 
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Or the Righteous caufe oppreffed. | 


Fatis accede desfque 
dr cole felices, miferos fuge fidera terra 
ut diftant Cr flamme mari, fis atile reFo. 


But becaufe God fent wife men into the world, and they were 
treated rudely by the world, and exercifed with evil accidents, 
and this feemed fo great a difcouragement to vertue,that even thefe 
wife men were more troubled to reconcile Vertue and Mifery, 
then to reconcile their affections to the fuffering ; God was pleafed 

| toenlighten their reafon with a little beam of faith, or elfe height- 

B | ned their reafon by wifer principles then thofe of vulgar under- 
ftandings ; and taught them in the clear glafle of faith, or the dim’ 
perfpective of Philofophie, to look beyond the cloud, and there to 

{pie that there ftood glories behind their curtain, to which they 
could not come but by paffling through the cloud, and being wet | - 
with the dew of heaven and the waters of affli@ion. And according 
asthe world grew more enlightned by faith, fo it grew more dark 
with mourning and forrows: God fometitnes fent alight of fite, 
and pillar of a cloud, and the brightnefle of an Angel, and the luftre 
ofa ftar,andthe facrament of a rainbowe to guide his people tho- 

¢ | row their portion of forrews,and to lead them through troubles to 
reft’: Butas the Sun of righteoufnefs approached towards the cham- 
bers of the Eaft, and fent the harbingers of light peéping through 

the curtaines of the night,and leading on the day of faith and bright- 

eft revelation: fo God fent degrees of trouble upon wife and good 
men, that now inthe fame degree in the which the world lives by 
faith, and not by fenfe, in the fame degree they might be able to live 

in vertue even while fhe lived in trouble, and not reject fo great 

a — becaufe fhe goes in mourning, and hatha black cloud of 
cyprefle drawn before her face: literally thus; God firft enter- 
tained their fervices, and allured and prompted onthe infirmities 
of the infant world by temporal profperity ; but by degrees chan- 
ged his method; and as men grew ftronger in the knowledge of 
God, and the expeCtations of heaven, fo they grew weaker in their 
fortunes, more afflicted in their bodies, more abated in their expe- 
tations, mote fubje& to their enemies, and wete to endure thé 
contradiction of finners, and the immiflion of the fharpnefles of Pro- 
vidence and Divine Oeconomy. __ | ink : 
Firft, Adam was placed in a Garden of health and pleafure, ftom 
which when he fell, he was only tied to enter into the covenant of 
naturel foreows, which he andall his pofterity till che flood runne 
E | thorough: but inall that period they had the whole wealth of the 
earth before them, they need not fight for Empires, or places for 
their cattle tografein; they lived long and feleno want, no fJa- 
very, notyrannie,no war: and the evils that happened were /-g/e, 
perfonal, and natural, and no violences were then done, but they 
~~ were 
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were likethofe things which the lawcalls rare contingencies ; for| A 
which as the law cannowtake no care, and maken provifions, fo 
then there wasnolaw; but men lived free, and 74:b, and /ong, and | 
they exercifed no vertues but natural, and knew no felicity but 24- 
tur:l: and fo long their profperity was, juft as was their vertue, 
becaufe it was a naturall inftrument towards all. that which they 
knew of happinefle, *Butthis publike eafinefle and quiet, the 
world turned into fin ; and unlefle God did compel men to do them- 
felves good they would undo themfelves: and then God broke in 
upon them with a flood and deftroyed that generation, that hee 
might beginthe government of the world upon anew ftock, and 
binde vertue upon mens {pirits by new bands, endeared to them by 
new hopes and fears, | : | 
Then God made new laws and gave to Princes the power of the 
{word. and men might be punifhed to death in certain.cafes, & mans 
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the firft elements of vertue, men being juft newly put to {chool to 
infant fufferings, But all this was not much. "3 | 
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after, but God having eftablifhed a law in Abrahams family did (SEnM.IX. 


build it upon promifes, of health, and peace, and vicory, and plenty, 
and riches: and fo long as they did not prevaricate the law of their 
God, folengthey were profperous: but God kept a remnant of 
Canaanites in the Jand like a rod held over them to vex or tochattife | - 
them into obedience, in which while they perfevered, nothing could 
hurt thems; and that faying of David needs no other fence, but the 
letter of its own expreflion, / fave becn young and now am old; 
and yct faw I xever the richteows forfaken nor. bis feed begging their 
bread, The godly generally were profperous, and a good caufe fel- 
dome hadanillend, and agood man never died an ill death, till 
the law had {pent a great part ofits time, and it defcended towards 
its declenfion and period; But that the great Prince of fufferings 
might not appear upon his ftage of tragedies without fome fore- 
rumers of forrow, God was pleafed to choofe out fome good men, 
and honour them, by making them to become little images of fuf- 
fering: Ifaiah, Jeremy, and Zachary were martyrsofthelaw; but 
thefe were fingle deaths;, Shadrac, Mefhec, and Abednego were 
thrown intoa burning furnace, and Dasie/ intoa den of lions, and 
Sufanna was accufed for adultery ; but thefe were but little arrefts 
of the profperity of the Godly: asthe time drew neerer that Chrift 
fhould be manifeft, fo the fufferings grew bigger and more nume- 
rous: and Avtiochws raifed up a fharp perfecution in the time of the 
Maccabees, in which many paffed thorow the red {ea of blood into 
the bofome of 44raham;and then Chrift came: and that was the third 
period in which the changed method of Gods providence wasperfed- 
ed: for Chrift was to do his great work by fufferings 8 5y fafferings. 
was to cater into blefedne(fé; and by his paflion he was trade prince of 
the Catholick church,and as our Head was,fo muft the members be! 
God made the fame covenant with us, that he did with his moft holy | 
Son;& Chrift obtain’d'no better conditions for us, then for himfelf5: 
that was not to be looked fors the fervasnt muff not be above hit mafter, 
it is well if he b:as his Mafter: if the world oe hive, they will alfo 
pirfccute us; and from the deyes of = the Baptijt, the kingdome of 
H-aven fuffers violence, andthe violent take it by force: mot the vie- | 
lent doers, but the fufferers of violences for though the old law was 
eftablifhed inthe promifes of temporal profperity : yet the gofpel 
is foundedin temporal adverfity, Ie is dire&tly a covenant of fuffer- | 
ings and forrows ; for now the time i come that judgement muft begin 
at the houfe of God: thats the fence and defigne of thetext; and | in- |} 
tend it asa dire antinomy tothe common perfwafions of tyrann- 
ous, carnal, and vicious men, who reckon nothing good, but what is | 
prrofperous: for though that propofition had many degree¢sof truth in 
the beginning of the Law, yet the cafeis now altered; God hath| 
eftablithed itscontradiftory: ahd now every good man mutt look | 
for perfecution, and every good -caufe il expe& to thrive ith 
the 
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SERMAX. the fufferings and patience of holy perfons: and as mendo well, and| A 
| fuffer evil, fo they are dear to God: and. whom he loves moft, he 
afflicts moft, and does this witha defigne of the greate{t mercy in 
the world. be 3 : 

1, Then, the ftate of the Gofpel isa ftate of fufferings, not of 
‘temporall profperities, this was fore-told by the prophets: 2 fonn- 
tain {ball go out of the houfe of the Lord, & irrigabit torrentem fpi- 
narumt; (foitis inthe vulgar latin ) and st (hall water the torre:t of 
thorns; that is, the {tate or time of the Gofpel: which likes ter= 
rent (hall carry all the world before it, and like ¢ torrext fhall be ful- 
left in ill weather: and by its banks fhall grow nothing but thorns | B 
and briers, fharp afflictions, temporal infelicities and perfecution, 
This fenfe of the words is more fully explained in the book of the 
prophet Ifa. spon the ground of my peaple fhall thorns and bricrs 
come up, bow much more in all the houf:s of the city of rejaycingswhich 
prophecie is the fame in the ftileof the prophets, that. mytext is 
in the {tile of the Apoftles : the houfe of God thall be watered with 
the dew of heaven, and there fhall {pring up briers init: judgement 
mu? begin there-but how much more in the Loufes of the city of rejocing, 

‘ - | bowmuch moreamongtft them ‘hat are at eafe in Sion: that ferve 
| their defires, that (atisfie their appetites, that are given over to their | 
own hearts luft,that fo ferve themfelves, that they never ferve God, 
that dwell ix the city of rej:ycing: they are like Dives whofe porti- 
on was in this life, who went 1 fine linnen and fared delicionfly 
every day; they indeed trample upon their briers and thorns, and 
fuffer them not to grow in their houfes: but the roots are in the 
ground, and they are referved for fuel of wrath in the day of e- 
verlafting burning. Thus you fee it was prophefied, now fee how 
jit was performed: Chrift was the captain of cur /ufferings andhe 
jbegann he eat | | 
|: Heentred into the world-with all the circumftances of poverty; D 
‘| he had a ftar to Iluftrate his.birth, buta {table for his bed chamber, | ~ 
and a manger forhis cradle; the Angels fang hymns when he was 
‘born, but he was cold and cryed, uneafie and unprovided ; he lived 
long.in-the trade ofa carpenter, he by whom God made the world 
had in his firft -yeers the bufinefle of a mean and an ignoble trade ; 
he did good where ever he went, and almoft where ever he went 
was abufed 5. he deferved heaven for his obedience, but founda 
sroffe in his way thither; and if ever any man had reafon to ex- 
| pe& fair ufages from God, and to be dandled in lap of eafe, foftnefle 
|.and a profperous fortune, he it was onely that could deferve that, | E 
or any thing that can be good. But after he had chofen to live a life 
of vertue, of poverty, and labour, he entred intoa ftate of death ; 
whofe fhame.and trouble was great enough to pay for the fins of 
jthe whole world: And I fhall choofe to exprefle this myftery 
|inthe words of Scripture ; he died not by a fingle, or a fudden — 
ut 
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but he was the Lamb fain fiom she beginning othe World For SER. 1X 


he was maflacred in Abel, (faith Saint Passiaw’) he was tofled 
upon the waves of the Sea, inthe perfon of Nosh. le washee that 
went out of his Countrey, when 4brabew was called from Char- 
ras, and wandred from his native foil: Hee was offered up in 
Ifaac, perfecuted in pane betrayed in Fefeph, blinded in Semp/ow, 
affronted in Afo/es, {awed im E(ay, caftinto the dungeon with ‘Jere- 
my, Forall thefe were typesof Chrift fuffering; and then his paf- 
fion continued even after his refurrection; for itis he that fuffers in 
all his members; itis he thatendures the contradiction of all Bnners ; 
it is he that is the Lord of life, and is cracified again, and put to opcn 
fbame in all the fufferings of bis fervants, and fins of rebels, and de- 
fiances of Apoftates, and renegados, and violence of Tyrants, and 
injuftice of Ufurpers, and the perfecutions of his Church. It ishe 


-| chat is toned in Saint Stephen, flayed inthe perfon of Saint Bertho- 


lamew, he was rofted upon Saint Lewrewce his Gridiron, expofed 
tolionsin Saint J} #atiws, burned in Saint Polycerpe, frozenin the 
lake where {tood fourty Martyrs of Cappadocia; Uxigenitus enim 
Dei ed peragendum mortis (ue facramentum confemmavit omue genus 
humanarum pafionum {aid Saint Hilery, The Sacrament of Chrifts 
death is not tobe acccmplifhed, but by fuffering alf the forrows of 
humanity. : | | 

All that Chrift came for, was, or was mingled with fufferings : 
For all thofe little joyes which God fent, either to recreate his 
perfon, or to illuftrate his office, were abated, or attended with 
affi@tions ; God being more carefull to eftablith in him the Cove- 


the Angels had finifhed their Halleluiahs, he was forced to fly to 
fave his life; and the air became full of thrikes of the defolate 
mothers of Bethlehem for their dying Babes. God had no fooner 
made hior!lluftrious witha voyce from heaven, and the defcent of | 
the Holy Ghoft upon him in the waters of Baptifme ; But he was 
delivered over tobee tempted and aflaulted by the Devil in the 
wilderneffe. His transiiguration was a bright ray of glory, bute | 
then alfo he entred into a cloud, and was tolda fad ftory what 
hee was to fuffer ag ag : And upon Palme-Sunday, when 
he rode triumphantly into Jetufalem, and was adorned with the 
acclamations of a King, and a God, hee wet the Palmes with his 
tears, {weeter then the drops of Mannah, or the little pearls of 
heaven, that defcended upon mount Hermon, weeping in the 
midft of this triumph over obftinate, perifhing, and malicious Je- 


in the clouds, asa facrament to confirm a promife, and eftablith 
a grace, he was half made of the glories of thelighe,. and half of 
the moifture of a cloud ; in his beft dayes hee was but half tri- 


umph, and half forrow ; be was fent to tell of his Fathers —_ 
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company, or inthe. retinue of a fhower, and of foul weather: 
Bur I-need not tell that. Jefus. beloved of Ged, was a-foffering 
Perfon: that which concerns this queftion molt, isthat he made 
for us 4. Covenant of foffcrings: “His Dodfrives. were fuch as ex- 
preflely asd by confequent enjoyne and fuppol¢ fuferings, anda 
{tate of afflidion; His very promfcs were fufferings, his heatitudes 
were /:fferings, his revards, dnd his argements to invite mento 
follow him, were onely taken from /ufferings in this life. and the 
reward of /rffiringshereafter, =. itis ae 

For if we fummon up the Co*mandements of Chri. we' fall 
finde humility, mortification, felf-teniall, repentsnce, renouncing 


Ser._IX, ‘and that God intended to {pare us; ‘bue appeared not but in the A 


| ° 


th: world, mourning, taking up the croffe, dyrng for him, paticnce | 


and pou-rty, to ftand in the chiefeft rank of Chriftian Precepts, 


and inthe dire&t orderto heaven: Hee that wih bee my Difceple maf | 


deny bim(elf, end sake up bis croffe and foll w mee, We mutt fol- 
low hima that was crowned with thorns and forrows, him that was 
drench’d in Cedron, nailed upon the Croffe, that deferved all good, 
and fuffered allevil: Thatis the fumme of Chriftian Religion, as 


it diftinguifhes from al} the Religions of the World. To which we | ° 


may adde the exprefle Precept recorded by Sainte James, [Be «f-' 


fircted and mourn, and weep, let your laughter bee turned into mourn 
ing, and your joy into weeping.) You fee the Commandenients: 
Will you alfo fee the Promifes? Thefe they are, Jn the world yee 
{ball have trsculation, in me yce fhall have peace: and through many 
tri: ulations , yee fall enter into heaven: and bee that lofeth father 
and mother, wives, and children, bhoufes, and lands for my Names 
fike and the Gofpcl, ball recervz'a hundred fold in this life, wath 
perfecution: Thats partofhis reward. [ Ad -be chaffifeth every 
fonne that be receiverhs and if yer be exemst from fufferings, ye ate 
baffards and wot fonnes: Thefearefomeof Chrifts promifes: wil} 
you fee fome of Chrifts b/-fiags, that he gives his Church: Bleed 
are the pow. Bleffed are the hungry and therfi», Bleffed are they that 
mourn,  Bleff'd arethelumble, Bleffed are the per(ecated: OF the 
eight Beatitudes, fiveof them have temporall mifery and mean-~ 
neffe, or an afflicted condition for their fubje&, Will you at laft 
fee fome of the reward, which Chrift hath propounded co his fer- 


vants, to invitethetm to follow him. When I am lifted ap, 1 will |’ 


draw all mon after me: when Chrilt is ‘ifted up, as Mofes lift ap | 
thé ferpent in the wilderncfe, that is lifted upontheCrofle, then’ 


bee will draw usafter him. To you 8  civen-for Chrift (faith Saint: E 


Paul) when he wene to {weeten and to flatter the Philippians, | 
Well, what is giventothem? Some great favours furely,. true, 
It is not cacly given that youbeleev: in (hrift, (though that bee a great 
matter) but alo that you fuffer far him, that’s the higheft of yont 


Jamess.1o [honour And therefore faith Sainte James, Aly drethren, cennt it all | 
: : a 
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jey when yee enter into divers temptations And Saint Peter, Com- | 
municating with the fufferings of Chrifi rejoyce: And Saint James 
again, We count them ble(fed that have fuffered: And Saint Paul when | 


he gives his blefling to the Tbe/alontaus he ufes this form of prayer: | 2 Theff. x. 


Our Lord direc our hearts in the charity of God, andinth: patecnce 
and fufferings of Chriff, So that if we will ferve the Kixgof /uf- 
ferings, whofe crown was of thorns, whofe fcepter was a reed 
of {corne, whofe imperiall robe wasa {carlet of mockery, whofe 
throne wasthe Crofle; We mutt ferve him in fufferings, in pover- 


ty of fpirit, in humility, and mortification, and for our reward we 


{and fcaped death by miracle, though no miracle was wrought to 


fhall have perfecution, and all its blefied confequents:  Atque hoc 


off effe Chriftianum., 


Since this was done in the green-tree, what might we expect 
fhould be done inthedry: Letus inthenext place confider how 
God hath treated his Saints and fervants, and the defcending ages 
of the Gofpel, Thatif the bcft of Gods fervants were foliowers 
of Jefus inthis covenant of fufferings, we way not think it ffrange 
concerning the fiery triall, as if fome new thing had happened to ws. 
Foras the Gofpel was founded in fufferings, we fhall alfo {ce it 


grow in perfecutions : and as Chrifts blood did cement the corner | 


{ftones, and the firft foundations; So the blood and {weat, the 
groans and fighings, the afflictions and mortifications of Sziats, 
= martyrs did make the fuperftructures,and muft at taft finifh the 
ullding. , a 

If I begin with the Apoftles, who were to perfwade the world 
to become Chriftian, and toufe proper Arguments of invitation, 
we fhall finde that they never offered an Argument of temporal! 
profpcrity : they never promifed Empires and thrones on earth, 
nor riches, nor temporal] power, and it would have been foon con- 
futed , if they who were whipt and imprifoned, banifhed and 
{cattered, perfecutedand tormented, fhould have promifed Sun- 
fhine-dayes to others, which they could not tathemfelves : Of all 
the Apoftles there was not one that died a natural death but one- 
ly Saint John; and did he efcape? Yes: But he was put into a 
Cauldron of fcalding lead and oil, before the Port Latiz in Rome, 


make him {cape the torture: And befides this, he lived long in ba- 


nifhment, and that was worfe then Saint Peters chains: Sanéfys| 


Fetrus in ~inculls, ¢x Johannes ante portam latinam: were both 
dayes of Martyrdom and Church Feftivals: and aftera long and 
laborious life, and the affliction of being detained from his crown, . 
and his forrowes for the death of his fellow-Difciples, he died full 
of dayes and fufferings, _ And when Saint Paul was taken into the. 
Apoftolate, his Commiffions were figned inthefe words; 7 will 


| fhew unto him how great things he muft fufcr for my Name: and | 


| 


his whole life was a continuall fuffering: 9xotidie msorior was | 
K 2 his. 
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Ser. IX, jhis Mette, 1 die darly; and his leffon that he daily learned wasto A 

know Chrift Je(us and him crucified ; and all his joy was to rejoyce 
in the Croffe of Cbriff; and the changes of his life were nothing 
but the changes of his fufferings, and the variety of his labours. 
For though Chrift hath finifhed his own fufferings for expiation of 
the world, yet there are iseiuer Saiteor, portionsthat are bcbinde 
of the fufferings of Chrift which muft be filled up by bis body the Church: 
and happy are they that put in the greateft fymbol : for in the fame 
meafure you are partekers of the fufferings of Chrift, inthe fame fhail 
yee be alfo of the confolation. And therefore concerning S, Paul, as| 
it was alfo concerning Chrift, there is nothing or but very littlein! p 
Scripture, relating to his perfon and chances of his private life, but 
his labours and perfecutions, as ifthe Holy Ghoft did think nothing 
fitto ftand upon Record for Chrift, but fufferings, 

And now began to work the greateft glory of the Divine Provi- 
dence: here was the Cafe of Chriftianity at ftake. The world was 
rich and profperous, learned and full of wife men, the Gofpel 
was preached with poverty and perfecution, in fimplicity of dif- 
courfe, and és demon|tration of the Spirit: God was on one fide, 

‘| andthe Devil onthe other ; they éach of them dreffled up their 
City 5 Babylox upon earth, Jerafalem from above; the Devils City! ¢ 
was full of pleafure, triumphs, victories and crueltie; good news 
and great wealth, conqueft over Kings, and making Nations eribu- 
tary 3 They bound Kings in chains, andthe Nobles with links of irom, 
and the inheritance of the Earth was theirs: The Romans were 
Lords over the greateft parts of the world ; and God permitted to 
the Devil the Firmament and increafe, the Wars and the fuccefie of 
that people, givingto him an intire power of difpofing the great 
changesof the world, foas might beft increafe their greatnefle and 
power: and hetherefore did it, becaufe all the power of the Ro- 
man greatnefle was a profefled enemy to Chriftianity: andonthe p 
other fide God was to build up Jerufalem, and the Kingdom of the , ~ 
Gofpel: and he chofe to build it of hewen ftone: cut and broken: 
The Apoftles he chofe for Preachers, and they had no Jearnmg 5 
womenand mean people were the firft Difciples, and they had no 
power: the Devil was tolofe his kingdom, and he wanted no ma- 
lice: and therefore he ftirred up, and as well as he could, he made |. 
active all the power of Rome, andall the learning of the Greeks, 
and all the malice of Barbarous people, and all the prejudice and 
the obftinacy of the Jews, againft this Do@rine and Ioftitution 5 
which preached and premifed, and brought perfecution along with E 
it. On the one fide there was /candalum crucés, onthe other patien- 
tia fancforum, and what was the event? They that had overcome 
the world, could not ftrangle Chriftianity. But fo have I feen the 
Sun with a little ray of diftant light challenge all the power of 
darknefle, and without violence and noife climbing up the hill, — 

made 
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rf prightfulnetle ofthe morning; and Chriftianity without violence 
or armies, without refiftance and felf-prefervation, without 
ftrength or humane eloquence, without challenging of priviledges, 
or fighting againft Tyranny , without alteration of government, 
and {candall of Princes, with its humility and meeknetle, with to- 
lerations and patience, with obedience and charity, with praying, 
and dying, did infenfibly turn the world into Chriftsam, and per fecation 
into victory. 

For Chrift who began, and lived and died in forrows , per- 
ceived his own fufferings to fucceed fo well, and that for /uffering 
death, he was crowned with immortality, refolved to take all his 


_| Difciples and fervants to the felonfhip of the fame fuffcring, that 


they might have a participation of his glory; knowing, God had 
opened no gate of Heaven but the narrow gate, to which the 
Croffe wasthe key: and firce Chrift now being our High Prie? in 
heaven, intercedes for us by reprefenting his paflion, and the do- 
lours of the Croffe, that even in glory he might ftill preferve the 


‘| mercies of his paft fufferings, for which the Father did fo delight 


inhim: healfodefignes to prefent us to God drefled in the fame 
robe, and treated in the fame manner, and honoured with the 
marks of the Lord fefus: He bath predeftinated ms to be conformable 
sotheimageof hisSen: And if underahead crowned with thorns, 
we bring to God members circled with rofes, and foftnefle, and 
delicacy, iuenpp members in the militant Church, God will 
rejectus; he will not know us who are fo unlike our elder bro- 
ther: For we are mtmbers of the Lamb, not of the Lion, and of 
Chrifts fuffering pare.not of the triumphant part: and for three hun- 
dred yeers together, the Church lived upon blood, and was nou- 
rifhed with blood; the blood of her own children: Thirty three 
Bifhops of Rome in immediate fucceflion, were put to violent and 
unnatural] deaths: and fo were all the Churches of the Eaft and 
Welt built; the caufe of Chriftand of Religion was advanced by 
the {word, but it was the {word of the perfecutours, not of re- 


fifters, or wartriours: They were all baptized into the death of | 
Chr:ft, their very profeffion and inftitution isto live like him ; and | 
when he requires it, to die for him ; thatisthe very formality, the | 
life and effence of Chriftianity. This I fay lafted for three hundred | 


yeers, that the prayers, andthe backs, andthe necks of Chriftians 
fought againft the rods and axes of the perfecutours, and prevai- 


led till the Countrey, and the Cities, and the Court it felf was fil- | 
led with Chriftians: And by this time, the army of CAfartyrs was | 
vat and numerous, and the number of fufferers blunted the hang- | 
.mans fword: For Chritt firft triumphed over the princes and pow- 


exrsofthe world, before he weuld admit them to ferve him; he 


| firft felt their malice before he would make ufé of their defence, 
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I 
Senm,{X.: to fhew that it was not his neceflity that requiredit, but his grace A 
that admitted Kings and Oucens to be nurfes of the Church. 

And now the Church was at eafe, and fhe that fucked the 
blood of the Martyrs fo long , began ‘now to fuck the milk of 
Queens: Indeed it was a great mercy in appearance, and was foin- 
tended, byutit provednotfo But then the holy Ghoft in purfuance 
of the defigne of Chrift, who meant by fufferings to perfect his 
Church, as himfelf was by the fame inftrument, was pleafed now 
that perfecution did ceafe, to infpire the Church with the {pirit of 
mortification andaufterity 5 andthenthey made Colleges of fuf- 
ferers,perfons who to fecure their inheritance in the world to come, 
did cut offall their portion.in this, excepting fo much of it as was 
neceflary totheir prefent being; and by initruments of humility, 
by patience under, and a voluntary undertaking of the Crofle, 
f barden of the Lord, by felf deniall, by faftings and fackcloth, 
and pernoétations in prayer, they chofe then to exercifed the active 
part of the religion, mingling it as much as they could with the 
{uffering, . | 3 | a 

And indeed it is fo glorious a thing to be like Chrift, to be dref- 
fed like the Prince of the Catholick church, who was fo a man of {uf- 
ferings,and to whom a profperous and unafflicted perfon is very un- 
- \Jike, that in all ages the fervants of God have put on the armour of 

righteox{a'ffe, om the right hand, and on the left, that is, in the 
| fufferings of perfecution, or the labours of mortification, in pa- 
tience under the rod of God, or by election of ourown; by to- 
leration or felf-denial, by atual martyrdom, or by aptnefle or 
difpofition towards it, by dying for Chrift,or fuffering for him 5 by 
being willing to part withall when he calls for it, and by parting 
with what wecan, for the reliefof his poor members, For know 
this, there is no ftate in the Church, fo ferene , no dayes fo prof-. 
perous, in which God doesnot give to his fervants, the powers and 
opportunities of fuffering for him, not onely they that die for 
Chrift, but they that live according to his laws, fhall fince fome 
lives to part with, and many wayes to fuffer for Chrift. To'kill and 
crucifie the old man, and all his lufts, to mortifie a beloved fin, to 
fight againft temptations, to do violence to our bodies, to live 
chaftly, to fuffer affronts patiently, to forgive injuries and debts, 
to renounce all prejudice and intereft in religion, and to choofe our 
fide for truths fake ( not becaufe it is profperous, but becaufe it 
pleafes God ) to be charitable beyond ouir power, to reprove our 
betters with modefty and openneffe, to difpleafe men rather then 
God, to beat exmity with the world, that you may preferve friend- 
fhip with God, to deny the importunity and troublefame kindnefle 
ofa drinking friend, to own truth in defpite of danger or fcorn, to 
defpife fhame 5 torefufe worldly pleafure when they tempt your 
foul, beyond duty or fafety ; to take painsin the caufe of religion, 
she 
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the labour of love andthe crofling of your anger, peevifhnefle and 
morofity 5thefe are the daily fufferings of a Chriftian; and if we per- 
forme them well, will have the fame reward, and an equal {mart and 
greater labour thenthe plain fuffering the hang-mans {word. This 
I have difcourfed, to reprefert unto you, that you cannot be ex- 
empted from the fimilitude of Chrifts fufferings; that God will fhut 
no age nor noman from his portion of the croffle; that we cannot 
fail of the refu't of thispredeftination, nor without our own fault 
be excluded from the covenant of fufferings: judgement muff begin at 
Gods hen’e, and enters fir{t upon the fons and heirs of the kingdom; 
and ifit be not by the direct perfecution of Tyrants, it will be by the 
perfecution of the devil, or infirmities of our own flefh : But becaufe 
this was but the fecondary meaning of the text, I return to make ufé 
ofall the former difcourfe, | 
1, Letno Chriftian maa make any judgement concerning his 
condition, or his caufe by the external event of things : for although 
in the law of Mofes, Gcd made with his people a covenant of tem- 
poral profperity, and bis Saivts didbinde the kings of the Amorites, 
and the Philiftines is chains, and their nobles with links of iron, 
and then, that was the honon» which all his Scints had yetinChrift 
{ws he made a covenant of fufferings: moft of the graces of Chrifti- 
anity are fuffering graces, and God hath predeftinated us to fuffer- 
ings: and weare baptized into fuffering, and cur very communi- 
ons are fymbols of our duty, by being the facrament of Chrifts death 
and paffion ; and Chrift foretold to us tribulation, and promifed 
onely that he would be with us ‘n tribulation, that he would 
give us his fpirit to affift us at tribunals, and his grace todefpife 
the world, andtocontemnriches, and boldnefle to. confefle every 
article of the Chriftian faith, in the face of armies and armed ty- 
rants; and healfo promifed that «l/ things foould work, together for 
the b:ft to his fervants, thatis, he would cut of the eater bring meat, 
and ont of the ftrong iffue fnectuefe, and crowns and {cepters fhould 
fpring from crofles, and that the crotie ie felf fhould ftand upon the 
globes and {cepters of Princes; but he never promifed to his fer- 
vants, that they fhould purfue Kings and deftroy armies, that they 
fhould reign over the nations, and promote the caufe of Jefus Chrift 
by breaking his commandements: The jhicld of faith and the {word 
of the fpirit, the armour of righteoufnefe, and the weapens of {piri 
tual warfare, thefe arethey by which chriftianity fwélled from 4 
fmall company, and a lefs reputation, to pofleffe the chaites of 
Doctors, and the thrones of Princes, and the hearts of all mem. 
But men in all ages will be tampering with fhaddows and toyes, The 
Apoftles at no hand could endure to hear that Chrifts kingdom was 
sot of this werld, and that their Maftet fhould diea fad and fhame- 
ful death; though that way he was toreccive his crown, and ea: 
ter into glory: andafter Chrifts tithe, when his Difciples had taken 
up 
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| two orthrec ages together, who fell on dreaming that Chrift fhould 


come and reig) upon earth again, fora thoufand years, and then 


the Saints f{hould reigne in all abundance of temporal power and | 


fortunes: but thefemen were content to {tay forit, till after the 
refurrection: inthemean ume took up their croffle and followed 
after their Lord, the King of /uferings: But now adaycs we finde 
a generation ofinen, who have changed the covenant of futferings 
into victories, and triumphs, riches and profperous chances, and 
reckon their Chriftianity by their good fortunes, as if Chrift had 
promied to his fervants no heaven hereafter, no {pirit in the mean 
time to refrefh their forrows: asif he had enjoyned them no paf- 
five graces: but as if to bea Chriftianandto bea Turk were the 
famething. Mahomes entered and pollefled by the fword: Chrift 
came by thecrofs, entcred by humility, and his faints poffeffe their 
fouls by patience. | . - 

God was fain to multiply miracles to make Chrift capable of 
being a man of forrows ; and thall we think he will work miracles 
to make us delicate ? He promifed usa glcrious portion hereafter, 
to which if all the fufferings of the world were put together,they ere 


| pot wort!y to be ecmpared and fhall we with Dives choofe our por- 


tion of good things ix this life? \f Chrift {uffered fomany things only 
that he might give us glory, fhallit be ftrange that vve fhall fuffer 
vvho are toreceive his glory ? It isin vainto think vve thall obtain 
glories at an eafier rate, then to drivk of the brook in the way in vvhich 
Chrift vvas drenched, When the Devil appeared to Saint Martin 
in a bright {plendid fhape, and faid he vvas Chrift, he an{vvered, 
Chriftws non wift in cruce apparet [uis in hacvita, And vvhen Saint Ig- 


/natius vvas névvly tied ina chain tobe led tohis martyrdom, he 


| Faith is wleleffe, ifnovy ia the mid{t of fo great pretended lights wve | 


crycd out, akxc incipio effe Chriftianus: Aud it vvas obferved by Mi- 
nutius Felix, and vvas indeed a great and excellent truth, ganes virt 
fortes quos, Gentiles pradea ant, inexemplum, ainmnis [uis inclyti flo- 
raerunt, The Gentiles in their vvhole religion never propounded 
any man imitable, unlefle the man wvere poor or perfecuted: Brutus 
ftood for his countries liberty, but loft his army and bis life : Socra- 
tes vvas put to death for {peaking a religious truth : Cato chofe to be 
onthe right fide, but happened to fall upon the oppreffed and the 
injured ;he died together yvithhisparty,), 

Vidlrix caufa Deis plac t, [ed vidaCatoni , And if'God thus dealt 


A 


vvith the beft of Heathens,to vvom he had made no clear revelati- | £ 


on of immortal recompences, hovvlittle isthe faith,and hovy much 
fetle is the patience of Chriftians, if they fhall think much to fuffer 
forrowvs, fince they fo clearly fee wvith the eye of.faith the great 
things vvhich arelaid up for them thatare fasthfull unto the death. 
: al 
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A | fhall not dare totruft God unleffe wee have all ib hand. that wee , SER. IX. 
defire 3 and fuffer nothing, for all weecan hope for, ‘They that 
live by fenfe have no ufe of faith, yet our Lord Jefus, concerm- 
ing whofe Paffions, the Gofpel fpeaks much, but little of. his glo- 
rifications, whofe fhame was publike, whofe pains, were noto- 
Tious, but his joyes and ee were fecret, and kept 
private, he who would not fuffer his holy mother, whom in 
great degrees he exempted from finne, to be exempted ftom many 
and great forrows, certainly intends to admit none to his refurre- | . 
Gion, but by the doors of his grave, none to glory but by the way. 
pB | of thecrofle, If we be planted into the likene(fe of his death, w: {hil 
| be abfo of bis refurrection, efeon notermes; Chrift took away fin| 
from us, but he left us our thare of fufferings; and the Crofféj _ 
which was firft pririted upon usin the watersof Baptifme, muft 
for ever bee born by us in penance, in mortification, in {el f-de- 
nial, and in Martyrdom, and toleration according as God fhall re- 
quire of us by the changes ef the world, and the condition of the 
Church, | 

For Chtift confiders nothing, but fouls, he values tot their 
_ | eftate or bodies, fupplying our want by his providence, and 
C | being fecured, that our bodies may be killed, but cannot pe- 
| rith fo long as wee preferve our duty and our confcicnces 
Chrift our Captain hangs naked uponthe Croffe, our fellow- 
fouldiers are caft into prifons torne with Lions, rent jn funder 
‘with trees returning from their violent bendings, . broken upon 
wheels, rofted upon gridirons, and have had the honour not 
onely to have a good canfe, but alfo to fuffer for it, and by 
faith not by Armies, by patience not by fighting, have over- 
come the world; ¢y ft atima mea cum Chriflianis, 1 pray God 
my foul may bee among the Chriftians; and yet the Turks 
D | have prevailed upon a great part of the Chriftian World, and 
have thade them flaves, and tributaries, and do them all fpite, 
and are hugely profperous; but when Chriftians are fo, thén 
they are tempted and put in danger, and never have their du-| 
ty and their Intereft fo well fecured, as when they lofe all | 
for Chrift, and are adorned with wounds ,- or poverty ,. change 
or fcorne; affronts or revilings, which are the obelisks and tri- 
umphs of a holy caufe. Evil men andevil caufes had need have 
good fortune and great fuccefle to fuppore their perfons and their 
E | pretences; for nothing but innocence and Chriftianity can flou- 
rifh in a perfecution. I fumme up this firft difcourfe in a word: 
In all the Scripture, and in all the Authentike ftories of the 
Church, wee finde it often, that the Devil appeared in the 
fhape of an Angel of light, but was never fuffered fo much 
as to counterfeit a perfecuted fufferer; Say no more therefore | 
as the murmuring Ifraelites faid; Jf the LORD bee with m, hand 
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Ser. IX,) have thefe evils apprekended us? for if to be affli@ed be a figne A 
that Ged hath forfaken aman, and refufes to own his Religion, | 
or his Queftion,.then he that eppreffes the widow, aud murders the 
innocent, ana puts the fatherleffeto death, and follows providence by 
doing all the evilsthat he can, thatis, al] that God fuffers him, he 

I fay is the onely Saint and fervant ef God: and upon the fame 
ground the wolf and the fox may boaft when they fcatter and de- 
voura flockof lambsand harmleflefheep, © = sty 
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Sermon, X. 
The Faith and Patience of the Satnts: 
OR 
The righteous Caufe oppretfed, | 


Part lL 


T followes now that we enquire concerning the reafons of the 
[o ine Providence, in this adminiftration of affairs, fo far as 
he hath been pleafed to draw afide the curtain, and to unfold 
the leaves of hif counfels and predeftination: and for fuch anen-. 
quiry wee have the precedent of the Prophet Jeremy: Rughteous 
art i O Lord, whew 1 plead with thee, yet let us talk to thee of thy 
jedgements: wherefore doth the way of the wicked projper 2? Where- 
fore are all they happy that deal very sreacheroufy? Thos haft planted 
them, yeathy bave taken root: they grow, yea they bring foth fruit. 
Concerning which, th generall the Prophet Malachy gives this ac- 
‘| count after the fame complaint made, 4nd now we call the proud 
hi py, and they thst work wickednefe are fet up, yea they that tempt 
Gol are even delivered, They that feared the Lord jake often one 
to another, and the Lord hearkened and besrd,.and a Book of remem. 
brance was written before time fur them that feared the Lord, ond 
thought upow his Name, and they fhall be mine ( faith the Lord of 
Hofts ) in that day. when I binde up my jewels, and £ will fpare them 
asa wars pireth his own fonne that ferveth him: Then foal ye return 
and difcern between the righteous and the wicked, between kim that [er- 
veth God, and him that (eructh him not. In this interval which is 
a valley of tears, it isno wonder if they rejoyce, who thall weep 
for ever s and they thar fow in tears fhall have no caufe to com- 
plain, when God gathers all the mourners into hiskingdom, they 
fhall reap with joy. eee ao | 

_ For innocence and joy were appointed to dwel together for ever., 
And joy went not firft, but when innocence went away, forrow and | 
| ficknefle 


eee; 
Jerem.12,1,2 
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ficknefle cifpollefled joy of its habitation; and now this world A 
mutt be alwayes a fcene.of.forrows, and-no.joy can grow: hese : 
but that which is imaginary and phantaftick : there isno worldly 
joy, no joy proper for this world, bue that which wicked per- 
fons fancy to themfelves, in the hopes and defignes of iniquity : | - 
| He that covets his neighbours wife, or land, dreams of fine things, 
and thinks ita fair condition to be rich and curfed, to bea beaft 
and die, or to lie wallowing in bis filthinefle: but thofe holy fouls 
who are not in Jove with the leprofie and the Itch, for the pleafure 
of {cratching, they know no pleafure can grow from the thorns 
which Adam planted in the hedges:of Parzdsfe;, and that forrow 
which was brought in by fiane, muft not go away till it hath re- 
turned us into the firft condition of innocence: the fame inftane 
that quits us from finne, and the failings of mortality, the fame 
inftant® wipes all tears from our eyes 5 but that is not in this world 5 
Inthemeantime: —- 
God afflids the godly, that he might manifeft many of his Attri- 
butes, and his fervants exercife many of their vertues. 


Nec fortuna probst cenfas fequiturg; merentes, 
Sed vaga per cantlos nullo difcrimsine fertar: 
Scilicet cf al:nd quod nos cogatq;, rezitq; 
Majus, Cr in proprias ducat mortalia leges. 


For, without fufferings of Saints God fhould lofe the glories of 
1, Bringing good out of-evil: 2. Of being with us in tribulation: 
3. Of fultaining our infirmities: 4. Of triumphing over the malice 
of his enemies:. 5. Without the fuffering of Saints, where were. 
the exaltation of the crofle, the conformity.of the members to | 
Chrift their Head, the Coronets of Martyrs? 6. Where were the | 
trial of onr faith? 7. Or the exercife of long fuffering? 8. Where 
were the opportunities, to give God the greateft love? which can- | 
not be but by dying and fuffering for him? 9. How fhould that 
which the World calls folly prove the greateft wifdom ? 10: and 
God be glorified by events contrary to the probability and ex- 
pectation of their caufes? By the fuffering of Saints, Chniftian 
Religion is proved to be moft excellent, whilft the iniquity & cruel- 
ty of the adverfaries proves the secebra fecte, as Tertullians phrafe 
is, it invites men to confider the fecret excellencies ef that Reli- 
gion, for nhcb, and ix which men are fo willing todie: for that: 
Religion muft needs bee worth looking into, which fo many wife §& 
and excellent mendo fo much value above their lives and fortunes; 
12. Thata mans natureis paflible, isits beft advantage: for by it 
we are all redeemed - by the paffiveneffe and fufferings of our Lord 
and brother, we were all refcued from the portion of Devils; and 
by our fuffering wehavea capacity of ferving God beyond pe 
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A (of Angels: who indeed can fing Gods praife witha fweeter note; SERM.X' 
and obey him with amore unabated will, and execute hiscom- 
mands with a fwifter wing, and agreater power; but they cannot 
die for God; they can lofe no lands for him; and he that did fo for 
all'us, and commanded ustodofoforhim, # afcended farre abeve 
aff Angels, and isHeir of a greater glory. 13. Do this, andlive, 
was the covenant of the Law; butin the Gofpel itis, /x/fer this, 
and Iive: Hethat forfaketh bonfe and lind, friends and life, for my 
fake, is my difeiple, 14. ‘By the fufferings of Saints God chaftiles 
cheir follies and Jevities, and {uffersnottheie errours to climbe up 

B | into herefies,nor their infirmities into crimes. ° . 


amar} Te rnm® tyre. 


Afflition makesa fool leave his folly. If David numbers thé 
people of Judea, God punithes him tharply and loudly: But if 
Auguftus Cefar numbers all the world, he islet alone and profpers. 


Ve crucem pretium {celeris tulit, bic diadema. 


~ And in giving phyfick we alwayes call that juftand fitting, that 

c| ts ufefull and profitable: noman complains of his Phyfitians Ini- 
quity, ifhe burns one part to cure all the body, if the belly be 
punithed to chattife the floods ofhumour, and the evils ofa furfet : 
Punifhments can no other way turn intoa mercy, but when they 

| aredefigned for médicine; and God is then very carefull of thy 
foul, when he will fuppreffe every ofits evils, when it fir{t difcom- 
pofes the order of things, and fpirits. And what hurtisit to thee, 

if a perfecution drawes thee from the vanities of former profpe- 

. | rity, and forces thee into the fobrieties of a holy life? What loffe 
isit, what mifery? Isnotthe leatt fina greater evil then the great- | 
eft of fufferings ? God {mites fome at che beginning of their fin: 
Others not till along while after it is done. The firft cannot fay, 
that Godis flack in punifhing; and have no need to complam that 
the wicked are profperous 3 for they finde that God isapt enough 
toftrikes dndtherefore that he ftrikes them, and ftrikes not the | 

| other, is not defect of juftice, but becaule there is not mercy in 

| ftore, forthem that finand fuffernot. 15. For ifGod ftrikesthe 
godly that they may repent, itis no wonder that God is fo good to | 
his fervants ; but then we muft not call that a mifery, which God in- |; 
tends to make aninftrument of favingthem: Andif God forbears 

leo ftrike the wicked out of anger, and becaufe he hath decreed 

E | death and hell againft them, we have noreafon to envie that they | 

ride inva gilded chariot to the gallows: But if God forbears the 
wicked, that by his long fufferance they may be invited to repent- 
ance,. then we may cea to wonder at the difpenfation, and argue 
comforts to the affli@ed Saints, se 1. ForifGod be fo gracious 
| to 
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‘tothe wicked, how much more is heto the godly? And.if fparin 
the wicked bea mercy, then {miting the Godly being the expref- 
fion of his greater kindneffe; afllictionis of it felfthe more eligi- 
ble condition, If God hath fome degrees of kindenefle, for the per- 
fecutor, fomuchasto invite them by kindneffe, how much grea- 
ter ishisJoveto them that are perfecuted? and therefore hisen- 
tercourfe with them is alfoagreater favour: and indeed i is the 
furer way of fecuring the duty; fair means may doit, but feverity 
will fix and fecure it: fair means are more apt to be abufed then 
harfh phyfick; that may be turned into wantonnefle, but nene but 
the impudent and grown finners, defpife all Gods judgements 5 and 
therefore God choofes this way to deal with his erring fervants, that 
they may obtain an infallible and a great falvation: and yet if God 
{pares not his children, how much lefle the reprobates ? and there- 
fore as the {paring the latter, commonly isa fad curfe, fo the {mi-- 
tingthe formerisavery greatmercy. 16 For by this Oeconomy 
God gives us a great argument to prove the refurrection, fince to 
his faints and fervants he affignes forrow for their prefent portion. 
Sorrow cannot be the reward of vertue, it may be its inftrument, 
and hand-maid, but not its reward; and therefore it may bein- 
termedial to fome = purpofes, but they muft look for their por-| 
tion in the other life: For if in this life onely we had hope, thenwe 
were of all men the moft msferable, It is Saint Pauls argument to prove 
a beatificall refurrection: And we therefore may learn to efti- 
mate, the ftate of the afli&ed Godly tobeamercy great, in pro- 
portion to the greatnefle of that reward, which thele afflictions 
cometo fecure and to prove, | 


‘Nunc & damnajuvant, fant ipfa pericula tants, . 
3 Stantia non poterant techs probare Deos, : 


It isa great matter, an infinite bleffing to efcape the pains of hell’; 
and therefore that conditionis alfo very blefled which God fends 
us to create and to. confirme our hopes of that excellent mercy, 
17. The fufferings of the Saints are the fum of Chriftian Philo- 
fophy; they are fent to wean us from the vanities and affections 
of this world, and tocreateinus ftrong defires of heaven, whiles 
God caufes us to be here treated rudely, that we may long to be 
in our Countrey, where God thall be our portion, and Angels our 
companions, and Chrift our perpetuall featt, and anever ceafing 
| joy {hall be our condition andentertainment. Odc«th, bow bitter 
art thou to 4 man that sat cafe and reft in his polfelfions ! but he 
that is uneafie in his body,. abd unquiet in his pofleflions, vexed in 
his perfon,. difcompofed in his defignes, who findes no pleafure, 
{norefthere, will be glad to fix his heart , where onely he fhall 
have what he candefire, and what can make him happy. As long 
| as 


Or the Righteous caufe Oppreffed. | | 


in the Ark; bue where the land is dry, the Dove it felf will bee 
tempted to a wandring courfe of life, and never to return to the 
houfe of her fafety. What fhall Ifaymore? 18 Chrift nourifh- 
eth his Church by fufferings. 19, He hath given a fingle bleffing 
to all other graces, but to them thatare perfecuted, he hath pro- 
mifed a double one, It benga double favour, firftto be innocent 
like Chrift, and then to be afflicted like him. 20 Without this, 
the miraclesof patience, which God bath given to fortifie the {pi- 
rits of the famts would fignifie nothmp. 2eave enim solerare tants 
welt fine causé, nec poteit fine Deo, as no man would bear evils 
-withont acaufe, fono mancould bearfo much without the fup- 
porting hand of God ; and we need not the Holy Ghoft to fo great 
purpofes, if our lot were not forrow and perfecution 3 and there- 
fore without this condition of fuffering, the Spirit of God fhould 
lofe that glorious Attribute.of The Haly Ghof the Comforter.. 21 Is 
chere any thing more yet? Yes, They that have fuffered or forfa- 
ken any lands for Chrift, (hall /t spon thromes and judge the twelve 
| trebes of Ifrael, fo faid Chrift to his Difciples. Nay the fajurs [ball 
jodee Angels, ( {aith Saint Paul) well therefore might Saint Paul fay, 
1 rejoyce exceedingly in tribelation. It mult be fome great thing 
that muft make an affliGed man to réjoyce exceedingly 3 and fo it 
was. For fince patience # nece(fary that we recesve the promise, and 
tribulation does work this: For 4 (bert time it sorketh the confum- 
mation of ony hope, even an exceeding weight of glery, Wehaveno 
reafon to think i# flrange concerning the fiery tryail , as if st were 
a france thing. Itcan benohurt; the Church is like Mofes buth, 
when it is allon fire, it isnot at all confumed, bue made full of 
miracle, full of fplendour, full of God: and unlefle we can finde 
fomething that God cannot tame into joy, wee have reafon not 
onely to be patient, but rejoyce,-when we are perfecuted in a 
righteouscaufe: For love ds the foul-af Chriftianity, and fuffering 
is the foal of love, To be innocent, and to be perfecuted, are the 


of tribulation, and in the kingdom aud patience of Jefus, Laid Saint 

ohn: Thofe were the titles and ornaments of his profeflion ; that 
1s, 1 fobs your fellow seh 5 that’s the plain fong of the former 
defcant. He therefore thatis troubled, when heis affliGed in his 
outward man, that his inward man may grow ftrong; like the birds 
upon the ruines of the fhell, and wonders that a good man fhould 
bea begger, and a finner be rich with oppreflion, that Lazarus 
fhould die at the gate of Dives, hungry and fick, unpitied, and 
unrelieved, may as well wonder, that carrion crowes fhould feed 
themfelves fat upon a fair horfe, farre better then himfelf; or that 
his own éxcellent body fhould be devoured by werms, and the 
_| moft contemptible creatures, though it 'Hes there to be converted. 
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body and foul of Chriftianity. I Jobe your brother, and partaker | 


into. 
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SERM,;Xe/ into glory; That man knows nothing of #ature, or ae | 


.Pand the others ‘are of a ‘continuall and a fuccefflive nature, and are 


_ 


| rution. or the inSrmities of man, or the mercies of Gd, or the arts 


_| there hath been‘a full revelation of the'excellency of the fufferings, 
| God hath fo-difpofed it, that at this time, that 1s, under.the period 


‘| they areeither, msela, or dbanacia, or napweny, or imitation of Chrifts 
lavzesy, chaftifements, or trials, martyrdom, ora conformity to the 


| inftrument of comfort to perfons ill treated in: the actions of the 
| world, ‘The firft ages of the Church lived’ upon ‘pramifes, and 


following Ages live-upott promifas and: experience: and although 
tthe fervants of God have fuffered many calamiti¢s, from the ty- 
_| rannie and prevalency of evil men their enemies, yet ftillitis pre- 


Vall the fair fortunes of the wicked are not enough to make them 
| happy, not the: perfecutions of the godly, able to make a good 


to, 
rr oe ‘ e 


‘His his work atid his bufineffe; .and.if the wicked prevail, that is, 


| Ged frorn' them :. .For-who are fitto be hangmen, and executio- 
ners of publike wrath, but evil and uogodly perfons?. And can it 


or Chriftianity, or the rewards of vertu, or the nature of its confis- 


and prudence of bis loving:kindneffe , or the rewards of heaven, or 
the glorifications of Chrifts exalted humanity, or the precepts of the 
Goel, who is cffended at the fufferings ofGods deareft fervants, or 
declines the honour and the mercy of fufferings in the caufe of righ- 
teoufnelle; : For the fecuring of « vertue, for the imitation of Chrift, 
and for the love of Ged, or the glories-of immortality, \t cannot, 
it ought not, it never will be otherwife, the world may as well 
ceafeto be meafured by time, as‘good-men to fuffer. affliction. 
Lend this point with the words of Saint Paul , Let 4s many as are 
perfect, bee thus minded, andl tf any man bee otherwife minded, God alfo 
will reveal this wato you. this, of the Covenant of fufferings. con- 
cerning which the old Prophets. and holy men of the Temple had 
many thoughts of heart ;. but in the-full fufferings of the Gofpel, 


I have now given-you.anaceount of fome of thofe reafons, why 


of the Gofpel, judgement. muft. begin at the houfe of God, and 


fufferngsoftheHolyJefus = ‘< | 
But now befides allthe premifes, wee have another account to 
make concerning the profperity of the wicked: For ¢f judgement 

| firft begin at as? - what foall the cnd bee of them that obey wot the Go- 
fpellof Ged? thatis the queftion of the Apoftle, andis the great 


repheci¢s sand becaufe fome of them are already fulfilled for ever, 


| verified by the actions of every day:' Therefore we and all the 


\ferved as oné of the furndamentall . truths of Chriftianity ; That 


| man miferables nor yet their fadnefles arguments of Gods difplea- 
fire ‘againft them.’ For whena godly tnariis afflicted and dies, it 


® 


‘lif they perfecutethe godly, it is but that which was to be expe- 


tbe a: worider that they whofe caufe wants reafon,, fhould betake 
themfelvés-to the {word? that what he cannot per{wade he wrt 
. “ wrett > 


oom - wwe wo a> a 


—or 
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A | wreft? onely we mutt not judge ofthe things of God by the mea- 


furesof men, 7 drfednve, the things of men have this world for their 
ftage, and their reward, but the things of God relate to the world :0 
come: and for our own particulars we are to be guided by rule, and 
by the end of a8, not by events intermediall, which are varied bya 
thoufand irregular caufes, For ifall the evil men in the world were 
up profperous (as moft certain they are) and ifall good perfons were 
temporally blefled (as moftcertainly they are not) yet this would 
not move usto become vertuous : Ifa enges{hculd come from heaven, 
or ce arife from the dead and preach repentance, or juftice, and 
temperance, allthis would be ineffectuall to thofe to whom the 
plain doGrines of God, delivered in the Law and the Prophets will 
not fuffice, - | 
For why fhould God work a figne to make us to beleeve that 
we ought to do juftice; ifwealready beleeve, he hath comman- 
ded it, no man can need a miracle for the confirmation of that which 
he already beleeves to be the command of God: And when God 
hath expreflely bidden us to obey every ordinance of man for the Lords 
fak:, the King as fupreme, and bic deputies as fet by bim: Ie isa 
ftrange infidelity tothink, that a rebellion againft the ordinance of 
God, can be fandtifted by fuccefle and prevalency, of them that 
deftroy the anthority, and the perfon, and the law, and thereligion: 
The fin cannot grow toits height if it be crufhed at the beginning; 
unleffe it profper in its progrefle, a man cannot eafily fill up the 
meafure of his iniquity : but then chat the fin {wels to its fulnetie 
by profperity, and grows too big to be fupprefled without a mi- 
racle, itis fo far from excufing, or leflening the fin, that nothing 
doth fo nurfe the fin as it: It is not vertue, becaufe it is profpe- 
rous, but if ie had not been profperous, the fin could never be 
fo great. | 
Facere cmsnia fave 


Non impunelicet, nifi duws facie. 
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A little crime is fure to fmart, but when the finnet is grown tich, | 


and profperous, and powerfull, he gets impunity, 
Jufque datum [celeri — 

But thats not innocence, and if profperity were the voiceof 
God to approve an action, then no man were vitious, but he that 


is puttifhed, arid nothing were rebellion, but that which cannot be } 
eafily fupprefled, and no man were a Pirate, but he that robs with | 


a little veffell, and no mast could be a Tyrant, but he that is no 


Prince, and no man an unjuft invader of his neighbours rights, but | 
he that is beaten and overthrown. Then the crime grows big and | 


loud, then it calls to Heaven for vengeance, when it hath been long 
agrowing, when it hath thrived under the Devils managing ; none 
L3 Go 
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SeRM, X.{ God hath long fufiered it, and with patience in vain expecting the| A 
| repentance ofa finner: hethattreafuresup wrath againft the day 
of wrath, that man hath beena profperous, that is, an unpunifhed 
and a thriving finner : but then itis the fz that thrives, zot the man: 
and that is the miftake upon this whole queftion: for the fin cannot 
thrive, unlé(le the man goes on without apparent punifhment, and 
-\reftraint. Andallthat the man gets by it is, that by acontinual 
courfe of fin, he is prepared for an intolerableruine. The Spirit of 
God bids us look upon the end of thefe men; not the way they 
walk, or the inftrument of that pompous death. When Epami- 
nondas was afked, which ofthe three was happieit, himfelf; Cha- | B 
brias, or Iphichrates, he bid the man ftay till they were all dead; for 
til] chen that queftion could not be anfwered. Hethat had feen the 
Vandals befiege the city of Hippo, and have known the barbarouf- | 
neffe of that unchriftned people, and had obferved that S, Auguftine 
with all his prayers and vows could not obtain peace in his own 
dayes, not fo much asa reprieve for the perfecution , and then had 
obferved S. Aug» /fine die with grief that very night, would have 
perceived his calamity more vwifible then the reward of his piety 
and holy religion. When Lewis furnamed P/as went his voyage to 
Paleftina upona holy end, and for the glory of God to fight againft | 
the Saracens and Turks, and Mamalukes, the world did promife to 
themfelves that a good caufe fhould thrive inthe hands of fo holy 
aman: buttheevent was far otherwife; his borther Robert was 
killed, and hisarmy deftroyed, and him(elf taken prifoner, and 
the money which by his Mother was fent for his redemption was 
| caft a way in a ftorm, and he was exchanged for the laft town the 
Chriftians had in Egypt, and brought home the crofle of Chrift 
upon his {houlder ina real preflure and participation of his Mafters 
fufferings, When Charles the fifth went to Algier to fupprefle 
piratesand unchriftned villians, the caufe was more confident then | 
the event was profperous: and when he was almoft ruined in a pro- 
digious ftorme, he told the minutes of the clock, expecting that at 
midnight, when religious perfons rofe to Mattins,he fhould be eafed 
by the benefit of their prayers: but the providence of God trod 
upon thofe waters, and leftao footfteps for difcovery: his navie 
"| was beat in pieccs, and his defigne ended in difhonour, and his life 
almoft loft by the bargain, Was ever caufe more baffled then the 
Chriftian caufe by the Turks, inall Afiaand Affrica,and fome parts 
of Europe, if to be perfecuted and afflicted be reckoned a calamity ? 
What Prince was ever more unfortunate then Henry the fixt of | E 
England, and yet that age faw none more pious and devout, and 
the title of the houfe of Lancafter was advanced again{t the right 
of York, for three defcents; but then what, was the end of thefe 
things? the perfecuted men were made Saints, and their memo- 
ries are preferved in honour, and their fouls thall reign for ever 3 
| and 
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and fome good men were ingagedina wrong caufe, and the good SERM, X. 
caufe was fometimes managed by evill men, till that the fuppref- | 
fed caufe was lifted up by God in the hands of a young and prof- 
| perous prince, and at laft, both interefts were fatisfied inthe con- 
junction of two rofes, which was brought to iflue by a wonder- 
ful chain of caufes managed by the divine providence: and thereis 
no age, no hiftory, no ftate, no great change in the world, but 
hath miniftred an example of am affiicied trath, and « prevailing fin: 
For I will never more call that finner profperous, who after he hath 
been permitted to finifh his bufinefle, thall die, and perith mite- 
rably: for at the fame rate, we may envie the happinefle of a 
poor fifherman, who while his nets were drying, flept upon the 
rock and dreamethat he was madeaKing; ona fadgen {tarts up, 
and leaping for joy, falls down from the rock, and in the place of 
his imaginary felicities, lofes his little portion of pleafure, and in- 
nocent folaces, he had from the found fleep and little cares of his 
humble cottage, 

And what is the profperity of the wicked? to dwell in fine houfes, 
or to command armies, or to be able to opprefle their brethren, 
or tohave much wealth tolook on, or many fervants to feed, or 
much bufineffe to difpatch, and great cares to mafter ; thefe things 
are of chem {elves neither good nor bad 5 but confider : would any 
man amongft us, looking and confidering before hand, kill his 
lawfull King to be heir of all that which I have named? would any 
of you choofe, to have God angry with you uponthefe terms ? 
would any of you be a perjured man for it all? A wifemanora 
good, ' would not choofe it: wouldany of you die an Atheift that 
you might live in plenty and power ? I beleeve you tremble to think 
ofit. It cannot therefore bea happinefle to thrive, upon the ftock 
of a great fin: for ifany manfhould contract with animpure fpirit, 
to give his foul up at a certain day, it may be 20. yearshence, upon 
the condition he might for 20, years have his vain defires, fhould 
wenot think that perfon infinitely miferable ; every profperous 
thriving finner isin the fame condition within thefe twenty years, 
he fhall be thrown into the portion of Devils, but thall never come 
| out thence in twenty millions of years. His wealth mutt needs fit 
uneafie upon him, that remembers that within a fhort {pace he halt 
be extremely miferable ; and ifhe does not remember it, he does 
but fecureitthe more, And that God defers the punifhment, and 
fuffers evil mento thrive inthe opportunities of their fin, it may | 
and does ferve many ends of providence, and mercy, but ferves 
ho end that any evil men can reafonably with or propound to them- 
felves eligible. | | 

Bigs {aid well to a vitious perfon, Now metus ne won fis daturws 
id Sed metuo neid non fim vifurws, He was fure the man fhould 

punifhed, he was not fure he fhould live to feeit: and aaa 

the 
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SanM,X. | the Meffenians that were betrayed and flain by Ariftocrates inthe! A 
yo | battle of Cyprus, were not made alive again, yetthe juftice of 

| God was admired, and treafon infmitly difgraced, when twenty 
yeersafter, the treafon wasdilcovered, and the traitor punifhed 
witha horrid death, Lycifcus gave up the Orchomenians to their 
enemies, having firft wifhed his feet, which he then dipt in wa- 
ter, mightrot off, ifhe were not true to them; and yet his feet 
did not rot till thofe men were deftroyed, and of a longtime af- 
ters and yet at laft they did; flsy them wot O Lord, left my peple 
forget it (faith David) if punifhment were inftantly and totally 
infliGed, 1t would be but a fudden and fingle document: buta flow | p 
and lingring judgement, and, a wrath breaking out in the next 
age, is ike @ univerfal propofition, teaching our prfterity, that 
God wasangry all the while, that he hada long indignation in 
his breft, that he would not forget to take vengeance: anditisa 
demonftration, that even the profperous fins of the prefent age, 

‘| will finde the fame period in the Divine revenge when men fee a 
judgement upon the Nephews for the fins of their Grand: fathers, 
though in other inftances, and for fins acted in the dayes of their 

| Anceftors. 

We know that when in Henry the eight, or Edward the fixth | C 
dayes, fome great men pulled down Churches and built palaces, and 
robd religion of std incouragements , and advantages; the 
men that did it were facri!egious ; and we findealfothat God hath 
been punilhing that great Gn, ever finces; and hah dilplaied to fo 
many generations of men, -to three or four defcents of children, 

that thofe men could not be efteemed happy in their great for- 

'  \tunes, againft whom God was fo angry, that he would thew his : 
difpleafure for a hundred yearstogether. When Herod had killed ) 
the babes of Bethlehem, it was feven years before God called bim} - 
to anaccount, But he that looks upon the end of that map, would} p 
rather choofe the fate of the opprefled babes, then of the prevailing 
andtriumphing Tyrant: It was fourty years before God punilhed 
the Jews, for the execrable murder committed upon the perfon 
of their King, the boly Jefuss and it was fo long, that when it did 
happen, many men attributed it to their killing S. Fumes their Esthop 
and feemed to forget the greater crime, but vow events rerun fed 
fide v:rborum fianus: we are to {tandto thetruth of Gods word 
not to the event of things. Becaufe God hath given usa rule,but 

|hath left che judgement to himfelf; and wedie foquickly, ( and 
God meafures all things by his ftandard of eternity, and 1000 years | E 
to God is as but one day ) that we are not competent perfons to mea- 
fure the times of Gods account , and the returns of judgement, 
We are dead before the arrow cames, — but the man {capes not, 

; | unleffe his foul can die, or that God cannot punilh him. Dy- 
Job st. cunt its bonis dies fuos GO» in momento defcendunt ad infernue, jn ts 
, a cif 


.|nourifhed Scorpions in his breft, and that his liver and his heart 


-| greateft danger? Does not hedrink more {weetly, that takes his 


| truft God for his fafety,but does greater wickednefle only to efcape | 
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their fate, they fp-nd their dayesin plenty, and in amoment de(cendin- SERM, X’ 


te bell: in the meantime they drink and forget their forrow; but 
they are condemned, they have drunk their hemlock, but the poifon 
does not.work yet: the bait is in their mouthes, and they are {por- 
tive; but the hook hath ftruck their noftrils, and they thall never 
efcape the ruine; And letno man call the man fortunate, becaufe | 


| his execution is deferr'd for a few dayes, when the very deferring : 


fhal! increafe, and afcertain the condemnation, 

But if we fhould look under the fkirt of the profperous and pre- 
vailing Tyrant, we fhould finde even in the dayes of his joyes, 
fuch allayes and abatements of his pleafure, as may ferve to repre- 
fenthim prefently miferable, befides his finall infelicities, For I have 
feena young and healthfull perfon warm and ruddy under a poor 
and athin garment, whenat the fame time, an old rich perfon hath 
been cold, and paralytick, under a load of fables, and the fkins of 
foxes: itis the body thae makes the clothes warm, not the clothes 
the body: and the fpirit ofa man makes felicity and content,not any | 
{poils of a rich fortune wrapt abouta fickly and an uneafie foul. 
A: ollsderws wasa Traitor, anda Tyrant, and the world wondered 
to fee a bad man have fo good a aaa But knew not that hee 


were eaten up with Spectres and images of death; his thoughts 
were full of interruptions, his dreams of allvfions, his fancie was 
abufed with real troubles, and phantaftick images, imagining that 
he faw the Scythians flaying him alive, his daughters like pillars of 
fire dancing round about a Cauldron in which himfelf was boyling, 
and that his heart accufed it felf to be the caufe of all thefe evils: 
And although al! Tyrants. have not imaginative & phantaftick con- 
{ciences, yet all Tyrants fhall die and come to judgement ; and fucha 
man isnot to be feared, norat all tobe envied: and inthe mean 
time can he be faid to efcape, who hath an unquiet confcience, who 
is already defigned for hell, hee whom God hates, and the people 
curfe, and who hath an evil name, and againft whom all good men 
pray, and many defire to fight, and all with him deftroyed.and fome 
contrive to doit? Is thisman a blefled man? Js thatman profpe- 
rous who hath ftolen a rich robe, and isin fear to have his throat cut 
for it, and 1s fain to defend it with the greateft difficulty and the 


beaverage in an earthen veflel, then he that looks and fearches into 
his golden chalices for fear of poifon, and looks pale, at every fud- 
den noife, and fleeps in armour, and trufts no body, and doesnot 


a while unpunifhed for his former crimes? e4urobibitur venenum, | 
No man goes about to poifona poor mans pitcher, nor layes plots | 
to forrage his little garden made for the hofpital of two Bee-hives, | 
and the feafting of a few Pythagorean herbe-eaters. 
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They that admire the happineffe of a profperous, prevailing Ty- 
rant, know not the felicities, that dwell in innocent hearts,and poor 
cottages, and finall fortunes. | 

A Chriftian folong as he preferves his integrity to God and to 
Religion, is bold in all accidents,he dares die, and he dares be poors 
but if the perfecutor dies, he is undone. Riches are beholding to | 
our fancies for their value; and yet the more we value the riches, 
the lefle good they are, and by an overvaluing affection, they be- 
come our danger and our finne: Butonthe other fide, death and 
perfecution lofe all theill, thatthey can have, if we do not fetan 
edge upon them by our fears, andby our vices, From our felves 
riches take their wealth,and death fharpens his arrows at our forges, 
and we may fet their prices as we pleafe; andif we judge by the 
Spirit of God, we muft account them happy that fuffer; And there- 
fore that the prevailing Oppreflor, Tyrant, or perfecutor is infinite- 
ly miferable, onely lee God chufe by what Inftruments he will go- 


‘yerne the world, by what inftances himfelf would be ferved, by 


what wayes he will chaftife the failings and exercife the duties, and 
rewardthe yertues of his fervants. God fometimes punifhes one 
finne with another 5 pride with adultery, drunkennefle with mur- 
der, carelefeneffe with irreligion, idlenefle with vanity, penury 
with oppreffion,irreligion with blafphemy,and that with Atheifme, 


‘| and therefore it is no wonder‘ if he punithes « finner by 4 finner, 


And if David made ufe of villains and profligate perfons to frame 
an Armie; and Timoleon deftsoyed the Carthaginians by the help 
of fouldiers, who themfelves were facrilegious 5 and Phyfitians ufe 
the poifon to expel poifons; and all Common-wealths take the ba- 
felt of mento be their inftruments of Juftice and executions; we 
fhall have no further caufe to wonder, if God ratfes up the 4/jri- 
ans to punith the I/raedstes, and the Egyptians tadeftroy the A/yri- 
ans, and the €thiopiaxsto fcourge the Egyptians, and at laft his own 
hand thal] feparate the good from the bad in the day of feparation, 
in the day when he makesup his Jewels. | | 


awe more xepauvol Aids, i 
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God hath many ends of providence to ferye by the handsof vi- 


- folentand vitious men, by them henot onely checks the beginning 


errours, and approaching fiqnes of his predeftinate,but by them he 
changes governments, and alters kingdoms, and is terrible among the 
: | fons 


——— 
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and that good into his own glory, and by little and little to open 
and to turn the Icaves and various folds of providence; it becomes 
us onely to dwell in duty, and to be filent in our thoughts, and wa- 
ry mour difcourfes of God; and let him choofe the time when he 
will prune his vine, and when he will burn his thorns: how long 
he will {mite his feryants, and when he will deftroy his enemies. In 
the dayes of the primitive perfecutions, what prayers, how many 
fighings, how deep groans, how many bottles of teares did God 
gather into his repofitory, all praying foreafe and deliverances, for 
Halcyon dayes and fine funthine, for uring fathers and nurfing motiers, 
for publick aflemblies, and open and folemn facraments: And it 
was 3 hundred years before God would hear their prayers: and all 
that while the perfecuted people were ina cloud, but they were fafe 
and knew it not : and God kept for them the beft wine untill the laft; 
they ventured for a crown and fought valiantly, they were faithful 


to the death, andthey received a crown of life, and they are honored by 


God, by Angels, and by men; whereas in all the profperous ages of 
the Church, we hearno ftories of fuch multitudes of Saints, tio re- 
cord of them, no honour to their memorial, no accident extraordi- 
nary : fcarce any made illuftrious with a miracle, which in the dayes 
of (affering were frequent and popular, Aodafter all our fears of 
fequeftration and poverty, of death or banifhment, our prayers 
again(t the perfecution, and troubles under it, we may pleafe to re- 
member that twenty years hence (it may be fooner, it will not be 
much longer ) all our cares and our troubles fhall be dead, and then 
it fhall be enquired how we did bear our forrows,and who infllited 
them, and in what caufe, and then he fhall be happy that keeps com- 
pany with the per/ecuted, and the per{ccutors thall be thut out among / 
dogs and unbeleevers. — 

He that fhrinks from the yoke of Chrift, from the burden of 
the Lord, upon his death-bed will have caufe to remember, that by 
that time all his perfecutions would have been paft, and that then 
there would remain nothing for him, but ref{t and crowns and {cep- 
tets. -When Lyfimachus, impatient and overcome with thirft gave 
up his kingdom to the Get2, and being a captive, and having 
drank a lufty draught of wine, and his thirft was now gone, he 
fetched a deep figh and faid, :ferable xan that 1 am, who for 
fo litle pleafure, the pleafure of one draught, loft fo great a Kinge 
dom ; {uch willbe their cafe, who being impatient of fuffering, 
change their perfecution into wealth, and an eafie fortune, they 
thall finde them(felves miferable, in the feparations of eternity, lofing 


the glories of heaven for fo little a pleafure, ilsber4lis Cv ingra-| 


te voluptatis canfa, as Plutarch calls it, for illiberall and ungrate- 
full pleafure, in which when a man hath entred, he lofes the 


| 


rights and priviledges and honours of agood man, and gets no- | 
thing | 
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toany3; butisalready ina ftate fo hateful and miferable, that he 
needs neither Ged nor manto bearevenger, having already undcr 
his fplendid robe, miferies enough to punifl and betray this hy po- 
erliy of his condition: being troubled with the memory of what is 
pa(t, diftruftful of the prefent, fufpicious of the future, vitious in 
their lives, and full of pageantry and out-fides, but in their-death mi- 
ferable, with calamities real,eternal and infupportable; and if itcould 
be otherwile, vertuc it felf would be reproached withthe calamity, 


6350 6 Seva 

7% TEEN Op 

NH ONT ThAGS 

ob} ud meaty 

Seren av ]ipives NVucg, 
Eppare av aides a miyruy 
T cutee Syntwy. 


\ 


I end with the advice of Saint Paul, 2» xotbing be terrified of your 
adverfaries, which tothem is an evjdent token of perdsion, but te zou 
of [al vation, end that of God, 
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Ut now that the perfecuted may at leaft be pitied, and affift- 
B= in that of which they arecapable, I thall propound fome | 
rules by which they may learn to gather grapes from their 
| thorns, and figs from their thiftles, crowns from the ctolle, glory 
| ftom difhonour. As long as they belongto God, it is neceflary 
that they fuffer perfecution, or forrow, no rules can teach them 
toavoidthat; but she evil of the fuffering, and the dengcr, mult 
bedeclined, and we muft ufe fome fpirituall arts as are apr'to turn 
theni into health and medicine: for it werea hard thing, firftto | 
befcourged, and then to be crucified; to fuffer here, and to pe- | 
rifhhereafter; through the fiery triall, and purging fire of afflidi- 
ons, to pafleinto hell: that, is intolerable; and to be prevented 
with the following cautions, left aman fuffers likea fool, anda 
malefa@our, or inherits danination for the reward of his impru- 
dentfuffering, = . | et. | | 
| t. They that fuffer any thing for Chrilt, and are ready to die 
forhim, fet them do nothing againft him. For certainly they | 
think too highly of martyrdom, whobeleeve it able to excufe af 
the evils of a wicked life. A man may give his body to be bur- 
ned, and yethaveno charity; and he that dies without charity, 
dies without God, for Ged is love: And when thofe who fought | 
in the dayes of the Maccabees, for the défence of true Religion, |} 
and were killedin#hefe holy warres, yet being dead , were found | 
having about their necks, isduem, or pendants, confecrated to| 
idols of the Ja%nensés, it much allayed the hope, which by theit | 
dy ing in fo good a caufe was — concerning their — 
, , 3 ca 
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| of bleod will not Wath him clean. , Many things may make a man 


-| and dying in a good caufe is not enough, but then onely we re- 


The faith and patience of the Saints : 
ficall refurrection, He that overcomes his fear of death: does well; 
but if he hath not alfoovercome hisluft, orhis arger, his bapti/me 


willing to die in a good caufe: Publike reputation, hope of re 
ward, gallantry of fpirit, a confident refolution, and a mafcu- 
line courage; of aman may be vexed into a ftubborn and un- 
relenting fuffering: But nothing can make a man live well, butthe 
grace and the love*of God. But thofe perfonsare infinitely con- 
demned by their aft act, who profeffe their religion to be worth 
dying for, and yet are fo unworthy, as not to live according to its 
inftitution. It were arare felicity , if every good caufe could be 
mannaged by good men onely;, but we have found that evill men 
‘have fpoiled.a good caufe, but never that a good caufe made thofe | 
evil men good andholy, Ifthe governour of Samaria had cruci- 
fied Simon Magus for receiving Chriftian Baptifme’, he had no 
more died a martyr, then he liveda faint. For dying isnot enough, 


ceive the crown of martyrdom, when our death is the feal of our 
1 life, and our life isacontinuall teftimony of our duty, and both 
giveteftimony tothe excellencies of the religion, and glorifie the 
graceofGod. Ifamanbegold, the fire purges him, butit bums | © 
him ifhebelikeftubble, cheap, light, and ufélefle: For maftyr- 
dom is the confummation of love: But then it muft be fuppofed, 
that this grace mutt have hadits beginning, and its feverall ftages, | - 
and periods, and muft have pafled thorow /abcur to zeal, thorow 
all che regions of duty, to the perfections of fufferings ; and there- 
fore it is a fad thing to obferve; how fome empty fouls will pleafe 
them(felves with being of fuch a religion, or fuch a caufe, and though 
they difhonour their religion, or weigh down the caufe with the 
prejudice of fin, beleeve all isfwallowed upby one honourable 
name, or the appellative of one vertue: If God had forbid nothing 
but herefie and treafon, thento have been: Jsyal/ man, or of 4 good 
beleef, had been enough; but he tbat forbad rebellion, forbids alfe 
{wearing, and covetoufnefle , rapine, and oppreflion, lying, 
cruelty; And it is a fad thing to fee aman not onely to fpend hig 
time, and his wealth and bis money, and his friends upon his luft, but 
to {pend his fufferings too, to let the canker-worm of a deadly fin, 
devour his Martyrdom: ° He therefore that fuffers ma good caufe, 
let him be fure to walk worthy of that honour, to which God hath 
called him; Lethim firftdeny his fins, and then deny himfelf, and 
then he may take up his croffe and follow Chrift ; ever remembring 
that no man pleafes God in his death, who hath walked perverfely 
in his life. : | 
2. Hethatfuffersina caufeof.God, muftbe indjfferent what 
the inftance be, fothat he may ferveGod. I fay, he rauft be indif- 
ferent in the caufe, fo it be a caufe of God, and indifferent inthe 
. ering, 
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A | fuffering, foit be of Gods appointment, For fome men have a na-| Sex. XI, 
tural] averfation to fome vices, or vertues, anda natural! affection 
to others. One man will die for his friend, and another will die 
for his money :_ Some men hate to be a rebell and will die for their 
Prince; but temptthem to fuffer for the caufe of the Church, in 
which they were baptized, andin whofe commumnionthey look for 
heaven, and then they are tempted, and fall away. Orif God 
hath chofen the caufe for them, and they have accepted it, yet 
themfelves will choofe the fuffering. Right or wrong, fome men 
will not endure a prifons and fome that can, yet choofe the hea- 
vieft part of the burden, the pollution and ftain of a fin, rather 
then lofetheirmoney; and fome had rather die twice then lofe 
their eftates once, Inthis our ruleiseafie, Let us choofe God, and 
let God choofe all the reft for us, it being indifferent tous, whe, 
ther by poverty or fhame, by lingring or a fudden death, by the 
hands ef a Tyrant Prince, or the defpifed hands of a bafe ufur- 
per, orarcbell, we receive the crown, anddohonourto God and 
to Religion. | | 
3. Whoever fuffer ina caufe ofGod, from the hands of cruel] 
and unreafonable men, let themnot betoo forward to prognofti- 
cate evill and death to their enemies; but let them folace them- 
felves inthe affurance of the Divine juftice, by general] confidera- 
tion, and in particular, pray forthem that are our perfecutours, 
Nebuchadnezzar was the rod in the hand of God again{t the 
Tyrians, and becaufe he deftroyed that city, God rewarded him 
with the fpoile of Egypt, and it is not alwayes certain, thatGod 
will beangry with every man, by whofe hand affliGion comes up- 
onus. And fometimestwoarmies have met and fought, andthe 
wifeft man amongft them could not fay; thateither of the Prin- 
ces had prevaricated either the lawes of God, or of Nations, and 
yet it may be fome fuperftitious, eafie, and half-witted people of | 
either fide, wonder that their enemies live fo long. And there | 
are very many cafes of warreconcerning which God hath declared 
nothmg: and although infuch cafes, hethat yeelds and quits his 
title rather then his charity, and the care of {0 many lives, isthe 
wifeft and thebeft man; yet if neither of them wil] do fo, let us 
not decree judgements from heaven, in cafes where ive have no 
word from heaven, and thunder from our Tribunals, where no 
'| voice of God hath declared the fentence, But in fach cafés where 
there isan evident tyranny or inju tice, let usdo like the good Sa- 
maritan, whodrefled the wounded man, but never purfived the 
thief; let us do charity to the afflicted, and bear the croffe with no- 
bleneffe, and look up to Jefus, who endured the croffe, and defpifed 
the fbame; but let us not take upon us the office of God, who will 
judge the Nations righteoufly, and when he hath delivered up our 
bodies, will refcue our foules from the hands of unrighteous judges. 
| M 2 I remem- 
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Ser. XI,- |f remember in the ftory that Plutarch tels concerning the foul of | A 
Thefpefius, that it met witha Prophetick Genius,who told him ma. 

a ny things that fhould happen afterwards inthe world,and the {ttang- 
eltofall wasthis, That there fhould be a King, Qu bonus cum (st, 
tyrannide vitam fixiet: An excellent Prince, anda good man fhould 
be put to death by a rebel and ufurping power; and yet that Pro- 
phetick foul could not tell that thofe rebels fhould within three 
years die miferable and accurfed deaths; and in that great prophecy 

2 Tim. 3.1. | recorded by Saint Paul, That ix the laft daye: perilous times fhould 

come, and men {hould be trastors and felvifh, bavi~g forms of godlsne(fe, 
and creeping into honfes, ) yet could not tell us when thefe men B 
fhould come to finall thameand ruine; onely by a generall fignifi- 
cation he gave this figne of comfort to Gods perfecuted fervants, 
aTim3.9. | py shey {hall proceed no further for their folly fhall be manifefito all men: 
a is, at long running they thall fhame themfelves, and for the 
eles fake thofedayes of evil foal b- fbsrtard. But you and I may be 
dead firft: And therefore onely rermember, that they that with 
a credulous heart, and a loofe tongue are too decretory , and e- 
nunciative of {peedy judgements to their enemies, turn their religion 
into revenge, and therefore do beleeve itwill be fo, becaufe they 
vehemently defire it fhould be fo, which all wife and good men | C 
ought to fufpett, as lelle agreeing with that charity which over- 
comesallthe fins, andallthe evils ofthe world, and fits down and 
reftsin glory» a 
: Do not trouble your felf by thinking how much you are 
laffliGed, but confider how much you make of it: Forreflexads 
upon the fuffering it felf, can ne to nothing but to pride, orto 
impatience, to temptation, or apoftacy, He that meafures the grains 
and {cruples of his perfecution, will foon fit down and call for 
eafe, or for a reward; will think the time long, or his burden 
great; will beapt to complaia of his condition, or fet a greater | 
value upon his perfon. Look not back uponhim that ftrikes thee, 
but upwardto God that fupports thee, and forward to the crows 
that & fet before thee, and then confider, if the lofie of thy eftate 
‘| hath taught thee to defpife the world? whether thy poor fortune 
hath made thee. poor in fpirit ? and if chy uneafie prifon fets thy 
foul at liberty, and knocks off the fetters of a worfe captivity. 
For then the rod of fuffering turns into crowns and {cepters, when 
every fuffering isa precept, and every change of condition produ- 
ces a Holy refolution, and the {tate of forrows makes the refolution 
actuall, and habituall, permanent, and preferving. For asthe! E 
Gik-worm eateth it felfout ofa feed to becomea little worm, and | 
there feeding on the leaves of mulberies, it grows till its coat be 
off, and then works it felf into a houle of filk, then cafting its 
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: pearly feeds for the young to breed, itleavethits filk forman, and 
_ | dieth all white and winged inthe thape of a flying creature: 7 is 
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the progreffe of fouls: when they are regenerate by Baptifme, and Ser, XI’ 


have caft off their firft {tains and the fkin of worldly vanities, by 
feeding on the leaves of Scriptures, and the fruits of the vine, and 
the joyes of the Sacrament, they incircle themfelves in the rich gar- 
ments of holy and vertuous habits; then by leaving their blood, 
which isthe Churches feed, to raifeup anew generation to God, 
they leave a blefled memory, and fairexample, and are themfelves 
turned into Angels, whofe felicity is to do the will of God, astheir 
imployments was in this world to fuffer it; fiat voluntas tea is our 
daily prayer, and thatis ofa paflive fignification; thy willbe done 


‘upon us: and if from thence alfo we tranflate it into an active 
fence ; and by fuffering evils increafe in our aptnefles to do well, we. 
have done the work of Chriftians, and fhall receive the reward | 


of Martyrs. . 


5. Let our fuffering be entertained by a dirett election, not by 


collateral ayds and phantaftick affiftances. It isa good refrefhment 
toa weak {pirit to fuffer in good company: and fo Phocion encou- 
raged atimerous Greek condemned to die ; and he bid him becon- 
fident,becaufe that he was to die with Phocion ; and when 40, Mar- 
tyrsin Cappadocia fuffered, and thata fouldier ftanding by came 
and fupplied the place of the one Apoftate, who fell from his 
crown, bemg overcome with pain, it added warmth to the frozen 


Confeflors, and turn’d them into confummate Martyrs. But if mar- 


tyrdom were buta phantaftick thing, or relyed upon vain accidents 
and irregular chances, it weretben very neceflary to be aflifted by 
images of things, and any thing, letfe thenthe proper inftruments of 
religion: But fince it is the greateft action of the religion, and relies 
upon the moft excellent promifes, and its formality is to bean 
action of love, and nothing is more firmely chofen, (by an after e- 
lection (atJeaft )then )an act oflove; to fuppore Martyrdom, or 
the duty of fufferings, by falfe arches and exteriour circumftances, 
is to build a tower upon the beams of the Sun, or to fet upa wood- 
den ladder to climbe up to Heaven; the foul cannot attain fo huge 
and unimaginable felicities by chance and inftruments of fancy - 
and letno man hope to glorifie God and goto Heaven by a life of 


fuffermgs, unleffe he firft begin in the love of God, and from thence | 


derive his choice, hispatiexce, and comfidence in the caufes of vertue 
and religion, likebeems, and warmth, and influence, fromthe body 
oftheSun. Somethere are that fall under the burden, when they 
are prefled hard, becaufe they ufe not the proper inftruments in 
fortifymg the will in patience and refignation, but endeavour to 
lighten the burden inimagination 5 and whenthefe temporary fup- 
porters fail,the building that relies upon them, rufhes into coldnef_e, 
recidivation, arid lukewarmnefle: and among all inftances, that of 
the main queftion of the Textis of greateft power to abufe impru- 
dentand leffe fevere perfons. | | , 
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Nullos effe Deos, seane celuu 
Affirmat Selivs, probatque 
Quod fevidet duu negat hac beatum, 


When men choofe a good caufe, uponconfidence that an ill one 
cannot thrive, thatis, not forthe love of vertue, or duty to God, 
but for profit and fecular interefts, they are eafily loft when they 


| fee the wickednefle of the enemy to {well up by impunity and fuc- 


ceffe to a greater evil : for they have not learned to diftinguifh « great 
growing fin, from a thriving and profperous fortune, | 


Ulla fi juris tibi pejerati 

Pena Barine nocuiffet unqusm: 

Dente finigro fierct vel uno turpior unui 

Crederem. ‘They that beleeve and choofe becaufe 
of idle fears, and unreafonable fancies, or by miftaking the accounts 
ofa man for the meafures of God, or dare not commit trea‘on, for 
fear of being blafted, may come tobetempted when they feea 
finner thrive,and are {candalized all the way. if they die before him; 
or they may come to receive fome accidentall hardnefles, and every 
thing in the world may fpoil fuch perfons, and blaft their re- 
folutions. Takein all the aids youcan, andif the fancy of the 
ftanders by, or the hearing acock crow, can adde any collate- 


_|rall aids to thy weaknefle, refufe it not; Butletthy ftate of fuf- 


ferings begiz with choice, and be confirmed with knowledge, and 
rely upon live, and the aids of Ged, and the expectations of heaven, 
and the prefent fenfe of duty, andthenthe action will be as glorious 
in the event, asit is prudent inthe enterprife, and religious inthe 
profecution. | 

6, Laftly, when God hath brought thee into Chrifts {chool, and 
entered thee into a ftate of fufferings, remember the advantages of 
that ftate: confider how unfavory the things of the world ap- 
pear to thee, when thou art under the arreftofdenth; remember 
with what comforts the Spirit of God affiits thy fpirit, fet down 
in thy heart all thofe entercourfes, which happen between God 
andthy ownfoul; the fweetnefles of religion, the vanity of fins 
appearances, thy newly entertained refolutions, thy longings after 
heaven, and allthe things of God, andif God finifhes thy perfe- 
cution with death, proceed in them: if he reftores thee to the light 
ofthe world, and a temporall refrefhment, change but the {fcene 
of fufferings in an active life, and converfe with God upon the 
fame principles on which in thy ftate of fufferings thou doft build 
allthe parts of duty. If.God reftores thee to thy eftate, be not 
leffe in love with heaven, nor more in love with the world 5 let 


thy 
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thy {piric be now as humbleas before it was broken, and to what- 
foever degree of fobriety or aulterity, thy fuffering condition did 
enforce thee, if it may be turned into vertue, when God reftores 
thee ( becaufe then it was neceflary thou fhouldeft entertain it by an 
after choice) do now alfo bya preelection: that thou mayelt fay 
with David, It is good for methat Ihave been afflicted, for thereby f 
have learned thy commandements: and Paphnutius did not do his 
foul more advantage,when he loft his right eye, and fuffered his lefR 
knee to be cut forChriftianity, and the caufe of God, then thatin 
the dayes of Conftantine and the Churches peace, he lived, (not in 
the toleration, but) in the active piety of a Martyrs condition; 
nat now aconfeffor of the faith ie ag of the charity of 4 Christi- 
an: Wwe may ever onely live to have need of thefe rules; and Ido 
not at all think it fafe to pray again{tit, buttobearmed forit: 
and to whatfoever degree of fufferings God thall cal] us,we fee what 
advantages God intends for us, and what advantages we our {elves 
may makeofit, Inow procedto make ufe of all the former dif. 
courfe, by removing it a little further even Into its utmoft {piritual 
fenfe; which the Apoftle does in the laft words of the text [7 
the righteous fearcely be fived, where fhall the wicked and the finner 
appear. | 

Thefe words are taken out ofthe Proverbs * according tothe 
tranf{lation of the 70. If the richteows fearcely be Sife; wherethe word 
wus tnplyes that heis fafes but by intermedial difficulties: and 
ait: | he is fafe in the midtt of his perfecutions,they may difturb 
his reft, and difcompofe his fancy, but they are like the fiery char- 
riotto Elias he is incircled with fire and rare circumftances, dnd 
ftrange ufages, butis carried up to Heaven ina robe of flames: and 
fo was Noah fafe when the flood came: and was the great type 
and inftance too of the verification of this Propofition , he was 
6 SYxuG & Axuorwins nieve» he was putintoa {trange condition, per- 
petually wandring, fhut up ina prifon of wood, living upon faith, 
having never had the experience of being fafe in louds, And fo have 
I often feen young and unfkilful perfons fitting ina little boat, when 
every little wave (porting about the fides of the vellel, and every 
motion and dancing of the barge feemed a danger, and madethem | 
cling faft upon their fellows, and yet all the while they were as 
fafe as if they fate under a tree, while a gentle winde fhaked the 
leaves into a refrefhment,and a cooling fhade: And the unfkilful un- 
experienced Chriftian fhrikes out when ever his vefle! thakes,think- 
ing italwayes adanger, that the Watry pavement is not ftableand 
refident likea rock 5 and yetall! his danger isin bimfelf, noneatall 
from without: for he is indeed moving upon the waters, but faft- 
nedtoarock; faith is his foundation, and hope is hisanchor, and 
death is his harbour, and Chriftis his pilot, and heaven is his coun- 
trey, andal} the evils of poverty, or affronts of tribunals: and : 
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wind blowing from the right point, they make a noife and drive 
fafterto the harbour: and if we do not Icave the fhip and leap into 
the fea, quit the interefts of religion, and run to the fecurities of the 
world, cutour cables, and difloive our hopes, grow impatient and 
hug a wave and die in its embraces, we are as fafe at fea, faferin the 
{torm which God fends us, theninacalm, when we are befriended 
with the werld. : | 

2, But za may alfo fignifierazo : Ifthe righteous is feldom fafe ; 
which implies that fometimes he is, even ina temporal fenfe: God 
{ometimes fends Halcyon dayes to his Church, and when he pro- 
mifed Kings and Qucenste be their nurfes, he intended it fora blef- 
fing 5 and yet thisblefling does often times fo ill fucceed, that itis 
the greater blefling of the two, not to give us that blefling too 
freely: but sas this is fearcely dome, and yet fometimes it is, and 
God fometimes refrefhes languifhing piety with fuch arguments, 
ascomply with our infirmities, and though it bea fhame tous to 
need fuch allectives and infant gauds, fuch which the heathen world 
and the firft rudiments of the Ifraelites did need, God who pitties 
us,and will be wanting in nothing to us, ashe corroborates our wil- 
ling fpirits, with proper entertainments, fo alfo he fupports our 
‘weak fleth, and not onely cheers an afflicted foul with beams of 
light, and antepafts and earnefts of glory, butis kinde alfo to our 
man of flefh, and weakneffe; and to this purpofe he fends thun- 
der-bolts from heaven upon evil men, dividing their tongues, in- 
—- their counfels, curfing their pofterity, and ruining their 
amilies, : 
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Sometimes God deftroyes their armies, or their ftrong holds, 
Sometimes breakes their fhips, but this happens either for the weak- 
ncfle of fome of his fervants, and their too great aptneffe to be of- 
fended at a profperous iniquity, or when he will not fuffer the evil 


fhould be very often, or laft long, God knows the danger, and we 
{hould feel theinconvenience, Of all the types of Chrift, onely Jo- 
(huah and Solomon were noted to be generally profperous, and yet 


the other was as him(elfcould wifhit, rich and peaceful, and power- 
ful and healthful, and learned, and beloved, and {trong and amo- 
rous, and voluptuous, and fo he fell, and though his fall was, yet his 
recovery Was not upon record. 
And yet the worft of evils that happen to the godly is better, 
, | tempo" 


vil judges, of fears and fadder apprehenfions are but like the loud| A 


to grow too great, or for fome end of his providence 5 and yet if this | 


the fortune of the firft was to be in perpetual war and danger, but | 
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that inall fenfes the queftion may be confiderable and argumenta- 
tive; if the righteous fearcely be faved,where fhall the ungodly appear ? 
ifit be hard with good men, with the evil it thall be far worfe. Bur 
fee the difference. The godly man is timorous,and yet fafe, tofled 
by the feas, and yet fafeat anchor, impaired by evil accidents and 
righted by divine comforts , made fad with a black cloud, and re- 
frefhed with a more gentle influence, abufed by the world, and 
yet an heir ofheaven, hated by men, and beloved by God, _lofes 
one houfe and gets an hundred, he quits aconvenient lodging room, 
and purchafes a glorious country, is forfaken by his fries, but 
never by a goad confcience, he fares hardly and fleeps {weetly, he 
flies from hisenemies, but hath no diftraCing fears, he .is full of 
thought, but ofno amazement; It is his bufinelle to be troubled,and 
his portion to be comforted, he hath nothing to afflict him, but the 
lofle of that which might be hisdanger, but cari never be his good, 
and in the recompence of this, he hath God for his father, Chrift 
for his Captain, the Holy Ghoft for his fupporter, fo that he thall 
have all the good which God can give him, and of all that good he 
hath the holy Trinity for an earneft and a gage, for his mainte- 
nance at the prefent,and his portion to all eternity. But though Paul 
and Silas fing Pfalms in prifon and under the hang-mans whips and 
in anearth-quake, yet neither the Jaylor nor the perfecuting Ma- 
giftrates could do fo: For the profperity of the wicked is like a 
winters fun, or the joy ofa condemned drunkard, it isa forgetful- 
nefle of his prefent danger, and his future forrows, nothing but ima- 
ginary arts of inadvertency: he fits in the gates of the city, and 
judges others, and is condemned himfelf; heis honoured by the 
paflers by, and isthought happy, but be /ighs deeply; be heapeth up 
riches and cannot tell who fhall gather them; hecommandsan army, 
and is him(felf a flave to his paffions; he fleeps becaufe he needs it, 
and ftarts from his uneafie pillows which ‘his thoughtfull head hath 
difcompofed; when he is waking he dreams of greatnetle, when he 
{leeps he dreams of {peGres and illufions; be {poilsa poor man of 
his lamb, and himfelf of his innocence and peace, and in every unjuft 
purchafe himfeJfis the greateftlofer. 
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- Forjuftupon his oppreffion or injuftice,he is turned a Deyil,and 
Gods enemy, a wolf to his brother,a greedy admirer of the baits of 
fithes, and the bread ofdogs, he is unfafe by reafon of his fin: for 
he hath againft him the difpleafure of God, the juftice of the 
laws, the thame of the fin, the revenge of the injured perfon; and 
God and men, the laws of nations and private focieties ftand u ‘ 
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land what help fhall all thofe perfons: give to thee in thy 


| for ever. : . 


| his danger, troubled inhis labours, weary in hischange, efteem-~ 
edabafe man, difgraced and fcorned, feared and hated, flattered 
and derided, watched, and fufpected , andit ma be, dies inthe 
middle of his purchafe, and atthe end is a fool and leavesa curfeto 
his pofterity, | | . 
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He leavesa generation of blacker children behinde him; fo the 
Poet degcribes the curfedneffe of their profperity, and their memo- 
ty fits down to eternal ages in difhonour, and by this time let them 
caftup their accounts, and fee, if of all their violent purchafes they 
carry any thing with them to the grave but fin, anda guilty confci- 
ence and a polluted foul, the anger of God and the fhame of men; 


flames, who divided and fcattered that eftate, for which thou diedft 


Audire eff opera pretiuu procedere recite 

Dui machis non vultis, ut omni parte laborent : 
vique ilis multo corrupts dolore voluptas 
Atgnehecrara cadat dura inter fepe peric la. 


And let but a fober anfwerer tell me, ifany thing in the world be 
more diftant either from géodnefle ov happinefie, then to fcatter 
the plague of an accurfed foul, upon our deareft children; to 


‘their fathers-fins brought upon the family. If there were no other 


of my text; Jf the gighteous fearcely be faved , or efcape Gods 
anery ftroke, the wicked muft needs be infinitely more mile- 
rable} | 7 
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Ginner is very miferable. 
; Pelifur 


their defence againft this man; he is unfafe in his reft, amazedin| A 


-|make an univerfal curfe ; to bethe fountain ofa mifchief, to be fuch | 
aperfon, whom our children and nephews fhall hate, and defpife 
and curfe, when they groan under the burden of that plague, which | p 


accountto be given, it were highly enough to verifie the intent | 


Neither I, nor my fon(faid the oldeft of the Greck poets) 
would be vertuous, ifto bea juft perfon were all oneas to be mi- 
ferable. No, not onely inthe end of affaires, and at fun-fet, but 
all the day longthe Godly manishappy, and the ungodly and the 


a 
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Or the Righteous caufe oppreffed. 


Pellitur 4 populo vicius Cato, triftior ille eft, 
Qui visit, ee pudet rapui(fe Catoni, 
Namque hoc dedecus eff populi, morumaqut rhina, 
Now homo pulf(us erat: fed in uno vita poteftas 
Remanumaque decus. | 


And there needs no other argument to be added, bur this one 
great teftimony 5 thas though the Godly are afflicted , and per- 
fecuted , yet even they are bleffed and the perfecutors are the 
mott oF They are effentially happy whom affliction cannot 
make miferable. | | 


Duis turam neget effete Desrum | 
Propter quem fuit innocens ruina? 


_ But turns into their advantages, and thats the ftate of the Godly: 
and they are moft intolerably accurfed, who have no portions in the 
bleflings of eternity, and yet cannot have comfort in the prefent 
purchafes of their 7 Lifes whom even their funthine brings a drought, 
and their faireft is their fouleft weather ; and thats the portion of 
the finner and the ungodly, -The godly are uot made unhappy by ther 
forrows: and the wicked are fuch whom profperity it felf cannot make 
fortunate, | | 3 

4. And yet after all chis it is but uae aleve not udats owStovrar she 
{capes but hardly here: ie will be well enough with him hereafter. 
Ifaac digged three wells : the firft was called contenticn 3 for he drank 
the waters of {trife,and digged the well with his {word : the fecond 
well was not altogether fo harda purchafe, he got it with fome 
trouble, but that beingover, he had fome room and his fortune 
fwelled, and he called his well [ ¢#largement ] but his third he called 
[ sbundance | and then he dipt his foot in oy!,and drank freely as out 
ofariver 3 every good maa firft fowes in tears, he firft drinks of the 
bottle of hisown tears, forrow and trouble, Jabour and difquiet, 
ftrivings and temptations: But if they pafle thorow a torrent, and 


|that vertue becomes eafie and habitual, they finde their hearts 


enlarged and made {pritely by the ‘vifitations of God and refreth- 

ment ofhis{pirie ; and thentheir hearts are enlarged, they know 

— to gather the down and foftnefles from the fharpeft thi- 
es. | 3 
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At firft we cannot ferve God, but by pa fGonsand doing violence 
toall our wilder inclinations, and fuffering the violence of tyrants 
dnd unjuft perfons, _ | 


THY 
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The fecond dayes of vertue are pleafant anu eafiein the midft of) 
all-the apvendant labours; but when the Chriftians /a/f pis is digged ; 
when he is defcended to his grave, and finithed his {tate of forrowes 
and {uffering, then God opens the river of abundance, thé rivers 
of life and never ceafing felicities. © And thisis that which God pro- 

Bfay $4.8. | mifedtohis people. Id my face from thee for a moment, but with 
ever lating kindencffe will 1 have mercy on thee. faith the Lord thy re- 
deemers{o much as moments are exceeded by eternity and the fighing | p 
ofa man by the joyes ofan Angel, and a falutary frown by the li ghe 
of Gods countenance, a few groans by the infinite and erernal Hal-. 
lelujahs ; fo much are the forrows of the godly to be undervalued, 
in refpect of what is depofited for them in the treafures of eternity. 
Their forrows can die, but fo cannot their joyes: and if the dleffed 
Martyrs and confeflors were afked concerning their paft fufferings, 
and their prefent reft, and the joyes of their certain expectation, 

ou thould hear them glory in nothing, but in the mercies of God 
and in the croffe of the Lord Jefus. Every chain isa raie of light, 
and every prifonisa palace, and every Joffe is the purchafe ofaking-| C 
dom, and every affront in the caufe of God isan éternal honour, 
| and every day of forrow is a thoufand years of comfort, multipli- 
ed witha never ceafing numeration; dayes without night, joyes 
without forrow, fanctity without fin, charity without ftain, pof- 
feflion without fear, fociety without envying, communication of 
joyes without leflening, and they fhall dwell ina blefled countrey, 
where an enemy never entred, ‘and from whence a friend never 
went away. Well might David fay, fures ceciderunt mihi in prectai ts, 
the cordsof my tent, [ my ropes and the forrow of my pilgrimage ] 
fell to mein agood ground, and 1 have 4 goodly heritages atid when per-| py} 
fecution hewes a man down from a high fortune, to an ¢ven one, or 
from thence to the face of the earth, or from thence to the grave, 
a good man is but preparing for 4 crown, andthe Tyrant does but 
firft knock off the fetters of the foul the manacles of paflion and de- 
fire, fenfual loves and lower appetites: and if God fuffets him to 
finifh the perfecution, then he can but difmantle thé fouls prifon, 
and let the foul forth to flie to the mountaihs of reft: and allthe 
intermedial evils are but likethe Perfian punifhments ; the execu- 
tioner tore off their haires, and rent their filken raantles, and dif- 
compofed their curious drethngs, and lightly touched the fkin, yet | E 
the offender cryed out with moft bitter exclamations, while his 
fault was expiated with-a ceremony and without blood: fo does 
God to his fervants; he rends thelr upper garments, and ftrips them 
of their unneceffary wealth, and tyes them to Phyfick, and falu- 
tary difcipline, and they cry out under ufages which have nothing, 
ae 7 sitar a 


Or the Righteous caufe Oppreffed. | 


| A but the outward fenfe and opinion of evil, not the reall fubftance: 
Butif we would take the meafures of images, we muft not take the 
| height of the bafe, but the proportion of the members, nor yet mea- 
' | fure the eftates of men by their big-looking fupporter, or the cir- 
"| cumftance of an exteriour advantage, but by its proper commenfu- 
ration in its felf, asic {tands in its order toeternity: Andthenthe 
godly man that fuffers forrow and perfecution ought to be relieved 
by us, but needs not be pitied in the fumme of affairs, But fince the 
twoeftates of the world are meafured by time, and by eternity,and. 
| divided by joy and forrow, andnoman fhall have his portions of 
joyes in both durations ; the {tate of chofe men is infupportably mi- 
ferable, who are fatted for flaughter, and are crowned like beatts 
for facrifice; whoare feared and fear, whe cannot enjoy their pur- 
chafes,but by communications with others, and themfelves have.the 
leaft fhare, but themfelves are alone in the mifery, and the faddeft 
dangers, and théy pofleffe thé whole portions of fotrrows : to whom 
their profperity gives but occafions tq evil counfels, and {trength to 
do mifchief, or to nourifha ferpent, or oppretie a neighbour, or to 
| nurfea Juft, to increafe folly, and treafure upcalamity: And did 
ever any man fee or {tory tell,that any tyrant Prince kiffed his rods, 
C | and axes, his {word of Juftice, and his Imperiall enfignes of power ? 
They fhine like a taper to all things but it felf, but we read of many 
Martyrs who killed their chains, and hugged their {takes, and falu- 
ted their hangman with great endearments, and yet abating the in- 
curficns of their feldom fins, thefe are their greateft evils; and fuch 
they are, with which a.wife anda good man may bein love : And 
till the finners and ungodly men canbe fo with their deep groans, 
and broken fleeps, with the wrath of God, and their portions of 
eternity 3 till they can rejoyce in death, and Jong for a refurrect:cn, 
- | and with delight anda greedy hope can think of the day of judge- 
B | ment, we muft conclude that their glafle gems,and fineft pageantry, 
~~ | their fplendid outfides, and great powers of evil, cannot make a- 
mends for that eftate of mifery which is their portion, with a cer- 
tainty as great asisthe truth of God, and all the Articles. of the| 
Chriftian Creed. Miferable men are they who cannot be bleffed, 
‘unleffe there be noday of judgement; whomuft perifhunlefle the 
word of God fhould fail; If that be all their hopes, then we may 
with a fad fpirit and a foul of pity inquireinto the Queftion of the 
Text, Where [hall the unzodly and finner appear? "Ewenthere where 
E | Gods face fhall never fhine, where there fhall be fire and no light, 
_| where there fhall beno Angels, but what are many thoofands yeers 
turned into Devils, where no good man fhall ever dwell, and from 
whence the evil and the accurfed fhall never be difmifled, 0 my Ged,| _ 

les my fonl never come into their counfels, nor lie down in their forrows, | 


N Ser 


| 146 | 
SiR. Ail, A 


>  \ ee 


x 
= k eparle ye esets daw 


eee, XIL of, 
THE MERCY 


OF THE 


DIVINE IVDGMENTS\|_ 


OR 


Gods Method in curing finners, 


/ 


Romans 2. 4. 


Defpifeft thon the riches of bis goodneffe,. and hen . 


and long-fuffering, not knowing that the goodneffe of God 
leadetb thee to repentance. 


ELD LPOHDS 5 aoe the beginning of Time till now, all ef- 


Eo," = fluxes which have come from God, have been 
se DRAM Me nothing but emanations of his goodnefle, clo- 
KE A pm LAX Y thed in variety of circumftances, He made man 
G ENE with ho other defi igne, then that man fhould| & 


. Ace ERS y be happy, and by receiving derivations from | 
AZ Sgt Oe > his fountain of Mercy, might reflect glory to 
sala him. And therefore God making man for his 
own ne made alfo a Paradife for mans ufe, and did him good 
to invite him todo himfelf agreater; for God gave forth demon- 
{trations 


Or Gods method in curing finners. | 147. 


A | {trations of his power by inftances of mercy: and he who might Sea. XII, |. 


have made ten thoufand worlds, of wonder and prodigy, and crea- 
ted man with faculties able onely to {tare upon, and admire thofe 
miracles of mightinefle, did choofe to inftance his power in the 
effufions of mercy, that at the fame inftant he might reprefent him- 
fe] defirable and adorable, in al] the capacities of amability ; that 
is, as excellent inhin(clf, and profitable to us. Forasthe Sun fends 
forth a benigne and gentle influence on the feed of Plants, that it 
may invite forth the active and plaftick power from its recefle and 
fecrefie, that by rifing into the tallnefle and dimenfions of atree, it 
'may {till receive a greater and more refrefhing influence from its 
folter-father, the prince of all the bodies of light; and inall thefe 
emanations, the Sunitfelf receives no advantage, but the honour 
of doing benefits; fo doth the almighty Father of all the creatures: 
He at fir{t fends forth his bleffings upon us, that we by ufing them 
aright, fhould make our felves capable of greater; while the gi- 
ving glory to God, and doing homage to him are nothing for his 
advantage, but onely for ours: our duties towards him being like 
vapours afcending from theearth, not at all to refrefh the region 
ofthe clouds but to return back in a fruitfull and refrefhing fhow- 
er: And God created us, not that wecan increafe his felicity, but 
that he might havea fubject receptive of felicity from him: thus 
be caufes usto be born, that we may be capable of his bleflings; he 
caufes us to be baptized, that we may haveatitle to the glorious 
promifes Evangelicall; he gives us his Son, that we may be refcu- 
ed from hell: and when weconftrain him to ufe harfh courfes to- 
wards us, it is alfo in mercy: he {mites us to cure adileafe, he 
fends us ficknefle to procure our health; and as if God wereall 
mercy. he 1s merciful] in his firftdefigne, inal! his inftruaments, in 
the way, andintheend ofthe journey, and does not onely fhew 
| the riches of his goodnefletothem that dowell, but to all men that 
D thy may dowsll:  heis goodtomakeus good; he does us bene- 
fitstomake us happy: and if we by defpé/ing {uch gracious raies of 

light and heat, ftop their progrefle and interrupt their defigne, the |. 
lofie is not Gods but ours; we fhall bethe miferable and accurfed 
people: This isthe fenfe and paraphrafe of my text. Defpifefé shen 
thersches of bis goodneffe, Cc. Thow dof not kum, thatis, thou 
confidereft not that itis for further benefit that God does thee this; 
the goodnefle of God is not a defigne to ferve his own ends upon 
thee, but thine upon him: The goodnefe of God leadeth thee to 
E | “epenta ce, : | | 
Here then is Gods method of curing man-kinde, xpnsins, dvoyi, 
puaxeodumia. ° Firft goodneffe, or inviting us to him by fugred words, 
by the placid arguments of temporall favour, and the propofi- 
tions of excellent promifes. Secondly 2x4 atthe fametime, al- 
though God # provoked every day, yet he does évixev, he tolerates 
N 2 our 
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-|Ser. XII, jour ftubbornnefle, he forbears to punifh, and when he does begin| A 
| to ftrike, takes hishand off, and gives ustruce and refpite. For fo 

dros fignifies daxcamentum, and indscias too, Thirdly, ueresduula | 
ftill, along putting off, and deferring his fiwall deftroy:ng anger, by 
ufing all means to force us to repentance; and this efpecially by 
the way of judgements; thefe being the laft referves of the Divine 
mercy, and however we eltcem it, isthe greateft inftance of the | 
divine long fuffering that isinthe world, After thefe inftruments, 
we may confider the end, the {trand upon which thefe land us, the 
purpofe of this variety, of thefe labours and admirable arts, with 
which God fo ftudiesand contrives the happinefle and falvation of | p 
man 3 itis onely that man may be brought by thefe meanes unto re- 
pentance, and by repentance may be brought to eternal! life: This 
1s the treafure of the Divine zoodne(fe, the great andadmirable efflux 
ot the eternal beneficence; the waiv@ xyensin@, the riches of bis 
g-odueffe, which whofoever defpifes, defpifes himfelf and the great 
intereit of his own felicity ; he fhall die in his impenitence, and pe- 
ritb in his folly. 

i. Thefirft great inftrument, that God chofestotring us to 
himis xenséms, profit, or benefit, and this muft needs be firft, for 
thofe inftruments whereby we havea beeing are fo great mercies, | C 
that befides that they are fuch which give us the capacities of all 

| other mercies, they are the advances of usin the greateft inftances 
of promotion in the world: For from nothing to fomething fs an 
infinite {pace, anda man muft havea meafure of infinite pafled up- 
onhim, before hecan perceive himfelfto be either happy or mife- 
ferable: heis not able to give Godthanks for one blefhing, untill he 
hath received many. Butthen God intends we fhould enter upon 
his fervice at the beginning of ourdayes, becaufe even then he is 
before: hand with us, and hath already given us great inftances of his 
goodnefle: What a prodigy of favour is it to us, that he hath D 
pailed by, fo many formes of his creatures, and hath not fet us down 
inthe rank ofany of them, till wecame to be paulo mixores angelis, 
alittle lower then the Angels, and yet from the meaneft of them 
God can perfect his own praife; The deeps andthe fnows, the 
hail and the rain, the birds of the air, and the fithes of the fea, they 

_|canand do glorifie God, and give him praitfe in their capacity ; 
and yet he gave them no fpeech, no reafon, no immortal fpirit, 
or capacity of eternall bleffedneffe; but he hath diftinguifhed us 
from them by the abfolute illues of his predeftination, and hath 


given us a lafting and eternall fpirit, excellent organs of perception, | E |. 


and wonderful inftruments of expreffion, that we may joyn in 
confort with the morning ftar, and beara part in the Chorws with 
the Angels oflight, to fing 4/e/zjah to the great Father of men and 
Angels, | 
But was itnota huge chain of mercies that we were not — 
gle 


Or Gods method in curing fisuers. | 1a9 
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A { gled inthe regions of our own natural! impurities, but were fuftain- 
ed by the breath of God, . from perifhing in the womb, where God 
formed us ia feereto terre, told our bones, and kept the order of 
nature, and the miracles of creation; and we lived upon that which 
inthe next minute after we were born would ftrangle us if it were 

‘not removed: but then God took care of us, and his hands of | 
‘| providence clothed us and fed us, But why dol reckon the mer- 
‘cies Of production which in every minute of our being are alike 
- | and continued, and are miracles in all fenfes, but that they are com- 
mon and ufuall ? Tonely defire youto remember, that God made 
all the works ofhis hands to fervehim; and indeed this mercy of 

| creating us (uch as weare, wasnotto lead ws to repentance, but was 
a defigne of innocence: he intended we fhould ferve him as the 
Sun andthe Moondo; as fireandwaterdo: never to prevaricate 
the lawes he fixed to us, that we might have needed no repentance, | - 
But fince we did degenerate, and being by God made better and 
more noble creatures then all the inhabitants of the air, the water 
and the earth befides, we made our felves bafer and more ignoble 
then any: Fornodog, crocodile, or fwine was ever Gods enemy, 
as we made cur felves: yet then from thence forward, God be- 
gan his work of /:ad'ng us to repentance, by ther:ches of bis eood- | 

- | C| pee. Hecauleth us to be born of Chriftian parents, under whom 

| we were taught the myfterioufnefle of its goodnefle and defignes, | 

for the recemption of man: And by the defigne of which relt- | 
gion 7 ¢:extance was taught to mankinde, and an excellent Jaw given | 
tor diftinction of good and evils and thisisa bleffing, which though 
polfible, we do not often put into our eucharifticall Letanies to give | 
God thanks for, yet if we fadly confider, what had become of us, | 
if we had been born under the dominion of a Tarkifh Lord. or in | 
Anerica where no Chriftians doin habite, where they worfhip the | 
Devil, where witches are their prie{ts, their prophets, their phyfi- | 
D | tians, and their Oracles. can we chufe but apprehend a vifible no- | 
| | torious neceflity of perifhing ia thofe fins which we then fhould 
not have underftood by the glafle of adivinglaw, tohave decli- 
ned, nor by a revelation have beentaughttorepent of ? But fince. 
the belt of men does in the midft of all the great advantages of 
lames, and ex.mples, and promifes, and threatwings do many things 
he ought to be afhamed of , and needsto repent of, we can under- 
Rand the riches of the Divine goodneffe beft, by confidering that 
the very defigne of our birth and education in the Chriftian religion 

E ; is, that we may recover of, and cure our follies by the antidote of 

‘repentance, which is preached to us asa dottrine, and propoun- 
ded asafavour, which was put intoa law, and purchafed for us by 
agreatexpence, which God does not more command to us asa du- |: 

. | ty, thenhe. gives usa bleffing; For now that we fhall noeperifl 
for our firft follies, bute be admitted to new conditiorts, to be re- 
N 3 paired | 
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paired by fecond thoughts, to have our infirmities excufed, and our| A 


fins forgiven, our habits leffened, and our malice cured after we 
were wounded, and fick,and dead, and buried, and in the pofleffion 
ofthe Devil; this was fuch a blefling, {0 great riches of the Divine 
goodnefle, that as it was taught to no religion but the Chriftian, 
revealed by no law-giver but Chrift, fo it wasa favour greatep 


_| then ever God gave to the Angels and Devils: for although:'God 


was rich in the effufion of his goodnefie towards them, yet they 
were not admitted to the condition of fecond thoughts; Chrift ne- 
ver fhed one drop of blood for them, Ais goodneffe did not lead them 
to repentance: but to us it was that he made this largeffe of his 


| goodneffe; tous, to whom he made himfelf a brother, and fuc- 


ked the paps of our mother; he paid the {cores of our fin, and 
fhame, and death, onely that we might be admitted torepent, and 
that this repentance might be effectual! to the great purpofes of 
felieity and falvation: And if we would confider this fadly, it 
might make us better to underftand our madneffe and folly in re- 
fuling torepent Thatis, tobe forrowfill, and to leave all eur fins, 
and to wsske amends bya holy ufe. Forthat wemight be admitted 
and fuffered to do fo, God was fain to pour forth all the riches of 
his goodnefle: It coft our deareft Lord the price of his deareft 
blood, many a thoufand groans, millions of prayers and fighes, 


prayed for our repentance thefe 1600. years inceflantly, night and 


\day, and thall do fotill doomes-day, [ He its at the right band 


of God making interce{fion for w. | And that we may know what 
he prayes for, he hath fent us Ewbaffadours to declare the pur- 
pofe of all his defigne, for Saint Paul faith, [ We are Ewbaffadours 

or Chrift, as tho-gh be did befeech yw by ws, we pray you in Chrifts 
fiead to be Sef to God. | The purpofeof our Embaffy and Mi- 
niftery, is aprofecution of the mercies of God, and the work of Re- 
demption, and the interceffion and- mediation of Chrift: Itisthe 
work of atonement and reconciliation that God defigned,and Chrift 


_| died for, and {till prayes for, and we preach for, and youall mutt 


labour for. | , 
And therefore here confider, ifit be not infinite impiety tode- 
{pife the riches of fuch a Ly necuioa which at fo greata charge, with 
{uch infinite labour, and deep myfteriousarts, invites us to repent- 
ance; thatis, to fuchathing that could not be granted to us un- 
Jefe Chrift fhould die to purchafe it; fuch a glorious favour, that is 
the iffue of Chrifts prayers in heaven, and ofall his labours, his for- 
rows, and his fufferings onearth: if we refufe to repent now, we 
do not fo much refufe to de our own duty as to accept of are- 
ward; . it is the greateft and the deareft blefling that ever God gave 
toMen, that they may repent, and therefore to deny it, or tode- 
lay it, isto refule health, brought us by the fkill and induft ry pel 
‘ 


C 


and at this inftant, heis praying for our repentance: nay hehath| 


E 


A + the Phyfitian 5 it isto refufe liberty indulged to us by our gracious 
Lords and certainly we had reafon to take it very ill, if ata great | 
expence we fhould purchafe a pardon for a fervant and heout of 4 | 
peevith pride or negligence fhall refufe it ; the fcorne payes it 
felf, the folly is its own {courge arid fets down in an inglorious | 
ruine, a | | 
After the enumeration of thefe glories thefe prodigies of mercies 
and loving kindneffes, of Chrifts dying for us,and interceding for tis, | 
and merely that we may repent, and be faved; I hall leffe need to 
inftance thofe other particularities whereby God continues, asby fo 
B | many arguments of kindeneffe to fweeten our natures and make 
them malleable to the precepts of /ove and obedience, the twinne 
daughters of holy repentance ; but the pooretft perfon among ft us, be- 
fides the blefling and graces already reckoned hath enough about 
hioi, and the accidents of every day to fhame him into repentance. 
Does not God fend his Angels to keep thee in all thy wayes? ate not| 
they miniftririg {pirits fent forth to wait upon thee as thy guard? 
art not thou kept from drowning, from fracture of bones, from 
madnefle, from deformities, by the riches of the divine goodneffe > 
Tell the joynts of thy body, doft thou wanta finger > and ifthou 
| doeft not underftand how great a bleffing that is, do but remember 
how ill thoucanft {pare the ufe of it when thou haft buta thorn in} 
it ? the very privative bleffings the bleflings ofimmunity,fafeguard, 
and integrity, which we all enjoy,deferve a thanksgiving of a whole 
life. IfGod fhould fend a cancer upon thy face, or a wolf into thy 
breft, if he fhould fpread a cruft of leprofie upon thy fkin, what 
wouldeft thou give to be but as now thou art? wouldeft thou not} 
repent of thy fins upon that condition ? which is the’ greater blell- 
ing to be kept from them, orto be cured of thera ¢ and why there- 
fore fhall not this greater bleffing lead thee torepentance ? why do 
_ | wenot fo aptly promife repentance when we are fick uipon the con- 
dition to be made well, and yet perpetually forget it when we ate 
well? asif health never were a bleffing, but when we have it not ; 
rather I fear the reafonis, when we are fick we promifed to repent, 
becaufe then we cannot fin the fins of our former lifes; butin healeh 
our appetites return totheir capacity, and in allthe way we defpife 
the riches of the divine gosdneffe which preferves us from fuch evils 
which would be full of horror and amazement if they fhould hap- 
nto us. | | | 
Hath God made aty of you all chapfallen? are you affrighted | 
with fpectars and illufions of the f{pirits of darkneffe? how many 
E | earthquakes have you beer in? ‘how many dayes have any of you 
wanted bread? how many nights have you been without fleep? 
are any of you diftracted of your fenfes ? and if God gives you meat 
anddrink, health and fleep, proper feafons of the year, intire fenfes 
andan ufefall underfianding, what 4 great unworthinelle itis to be 
. un- 
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152 | The mercy of the Divine Fudgements : 
SzR,XI1.( unthankful to fo gooda God, fo benignea Father, fo graciousa| A 
"| Lord? All theevilsand bafenefle of the world can thew nothing 
baferand more unworthy then ingratitude: and thereforeit was 
- | potunreafonably faid of Ariffotle, cunsieguass@ profberity makes 
| aman Love God, fappofing men to have fo much humanity left in 
them, astolove him from whom they have received fo many fa- 
yours. And Hippocrates fajd,that although poor men ufe to murmur 
again{t God, yet rich men will be offering facrifice to their Deity 
whofe beneficiaries they are. Now fince the riches of the divine 
goodnefle are fo powred out upon the meaneft of us all, if we fhall 
refuleto repent, which is a condition fo reaionable, that God requi- 
ers it onely for our fake, and that it may endin our felicity, wedo 
our felves defpite to be unthankfull to God ; thatis, we become mi- 
ferable by making our fel ves bafely criminal. Andif any man with 
whom God hath ufed no other methed but of his {weetnefle and the 
effufton of mercies.brings no other fruits but the apples of Sodom tn 
return for all his culture and labours; God will cut off that unprofi- 
table branch, that with Sodom it may fuffer the flames of everlaft- 
ing burning, 
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If here we have good things and a cantinual fhower of blefings 
to foften our {tony hearts, and we fhall remain obdurat againft 
thofe fermons of mercy which God makes us every day, there will 
come atime when this {hall be upbraided to us that we had 
| not 9% dvs'ueor a thankfull minde, but made God to fowe his {eed 

upon the fand orupon the ftones, without increafe or reftitution, 
‘Tt wasa fad alarum which God fent to David by Nathan to up- 
braid hisingratitude. Iamo:mted thee kirg over Ifracl, I dehvered 
thee out of the h.nd of Saul, Jgavethee thy wiftersh:ule and wives 
into thy bofom, and the honfe of Ifracl and Judah, and if this bad 
been toa little, ‘I would have given thee fach and {uch things, wherefore 
haft thox defpifed the name of the Lord? but how inhinitely more 
can God fay toall ofusthenall this cameto? he hath anointed us 
kings and priefts in the royall priefbood of Chriftianity ; he hath given 
ushis holy fpirit to be our guide, his Angelsto be our protectors, 
his creatures for our food and rajment;. he ‘hath delivered us 
from the hands of Satan, hath congnered death for us, hath taken 
the fting out and made it harmleffe and medicinal, and proclai- 
med us heirs of heayen, coheires with the eternal Jefus, and 
ifafter all this, we deff pile the commandment of the Lord, and de- 
fer and neglect our repentance, what fhameis great enough, whar 
mi(eries ar¢ fharp.snough, what hell painful enough for fuch - 

ri 
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Or Gods method in curing finners. P ane 3 


Ce ei ee Sy Wen Cena Ec EIU Nee OS 
A rid ingratitude ? Saint Lewis the King having fent Ivo Bifhop of ; Ser. XII. 

Chartres, on an embafly, the Bifhop meta woman on the way, 

grave,fad, phantaftick and melancholy, with fire in one hand and wa- 

ter in the other,he afked what thofe fymbols ment, fhe anfwered,my 
purpofe is with fire to burn Paradife, and with my water to quench | 
the flames of hell,tbat men may ferve God without the incentives of | 
hope and fear,and purely for the love of God. But this woman began 
at the wrong end-the love of God is not produced in us after we have 
contracted evil habits,till God with his fan in his hand hath through- 
ly purged the floore, till he hath caft out all the devils,and {wept the 

B | houfe with the inftrument of hope and fear,and with the atchiev- 
ments and efficacy of mercies and judgements, But then fince God 
may truly faytous, asof old tohis rebellious people. Am Ia dry 
tree tothe houfe of Ifract? thatis, dol bringthem no fruit, do they 
ferve me for neng!:t, and he expects not our duty till firft we feel his 
goodnelle, we are now infinitely inexcufable to throw away fo great 
riches, to defpife fuch a goodnetle, 

However that we may fee the greatnefle of this treafure of good- 
neffe,God feldome leaves us thus: for he fees be it fpoken to the 
fhame of our mitures, and the difhonour of our manners ] he 

C fees that his mercies do not allure us, donot make usthankful; but 
(as the Roman faid, ) felicitate cerrumpimer, we become worfe for 
Gods mercy: and think it will be alwayes holiday; and arelike 
the Chriftal of Arabia hardned not by cold, but madecrufty and 
ftubborn by the warmth of the divine fire, by its refrefhments and 
mercies; therefore to demonftrate that God is good indeed, he con- 
tinues his mercies (till to us5 but in another inftance: heis mer- 
cifulto us in punifhing us, that by fuch inftruments we may be 
led to repentance which will {care us from fin; he delivers us upto 
the pedagogy of the divine judgements, and there begins the fecond 
part of Gods method intimated in the word évoy¥ or forbearance. 
God begins his cure by caufticks, by incifions and inftruments of 
vexation,to try ifthe difeafe that will not yield to the allectives of 
cordials and perfumes, friction and baths, may be forced out 
by deleteries, {carifications, and more falutary but leaft pleafing 
Phyficke. 

2, Avot forbearance, it iscalled inthe text, which fignifies lax- 
amentum ox inducias, thatis, when the decrees of the divine judge- 
ments temporal are gonc out, either wholly to fufpend the executi- 
onofthem, which is ésdacie, orareprieve 3 or elfe when God hath 
{truck once or twice,he takes off his hand,that ts /ax2nz-ntum,aneate 
E | orremiffion of his judgemeng, in both thefe, although sn judgement 

God remembers mercy, yet we are under difcipline, we are brought 

into the poenitential chamber ;at leaft we are fhewed the rod of God: | 

and if like Mofes rod it turnes us into ferpents, and that we repent 
not but grow more Devils, yet, then it turnes intoa rod aga, — | 
Nes , 
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Sea, X11. finithes up the fmiting or the fir ft defigned affliction, 
But I confider it firft in general, the riches of the divine good- 
nefle is manifcft in beginning this new method of curing us, by fe- 
verity and bya rod. And that you may not wonder that I expound 
| this ferbearsce to be an act of mercy punifhing, 1 obferve that be- 
fides that the word fuppofes the method changed, and it is a mer- 
cy about judgements, and thetr manner of execution ; it is alfoin 
the mature of the thing, in the conjundtion of circumftanees and 
the defignes of God, a mercy when he threatens us or {trikes us into 
repentance. | 
We think that the way of bleffings and profperous accidents is 
the finer way of fecuring our duty, and that when our heads are 
anointed, our cups crowned, and our tables full, the very carefles of 
our {pirits will beft of all dance beforethe Ark, and fing perpetual 
| Anthems to the honour of our Bexefadfor and PatronGod; and we 
are apt to dream that God will make his Saints raigne here as| 
kings in a millenary kingdom, and give them the riches and 
fortunes of this world, that they may rule over men, and fing 
ape toGod forever, ButI remember what Xenophanes faies 
of God. 
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God is liketo men neither in fhape nor incounfel, he knowes | 
that his merciesconfirme fome, and encourage more, but they con- 
vert but few; alone they lead men to diflolution of manners and 
forgetfulnefle of God, ratherthen repentance‘ not but that mer- 
cies are competent and apt inftruments of grace, if we would; but 
becaufe we are more difperfed in our fpirits, and by a profperous 
accident are melted into joy and garifbrefle, and drawn cff from 
the fobriety of recollection. Jefhurun waxed fat and kicked. Many 
arenot able to fufferand endure profperity; it is like the light of 
the funto a weak eye, glorious indecd in it elf, but not proporti- 
oned to fuch an inftrument. Adam himfelf (as the Rabbins fay) did 
not dwell one night in Paradife, but was poifoned with profperity, 
with the beauty of his fair wife,and a beauteous tree: and Noah and 
Lot were both righteous and exemplary, the one to Sodom, the o- 
thertothe old world, folong as they lived ina place in which they 
were obnoxious to thecommen fuffering: bue as foon as the one of 
them had fcaped from drowning, and the other from burning, and 
were put into fecurity, they fell into crimes which have difhonou- 
red their memories for above thirty generations together, the 
crimes of drunkennefle andinceft, wealth anda full fortune make 
men licentioufly vitious, temptingaman with power to act all that 
hecan delfire or defigne vitioufly. 
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Inde ire faciles——~ _ 

Nemq; ut opes nimias mundo fortune fubacto 

a Intnlit, dr rebus meres ceffere [ecundis 

| | Caltus gefiaredecoros _ 
Vic muribus rapaere mares: totog; accerfitur orbe 
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Lucan, 


_ And let meobferve to you, that though there are in the New 
Teftament many promifes and provifions made for the poor in that 
very capacity, they having a title to fome certain circumftances 

_and additionals of grace and blefling, yet to rich men our ble/fed Sa- 
wioxr was pleafed to make none at all, but to leave them involved 
in gees comprehenfions, and to havea titleto the {pecial pro- 
mifes , onely by becomming poor ix /irit, and in preparation of 
minde. though not in fortune and pofieffion, How ever ; itis hard 
for Godto perfwade usto this, till we are taught it by a fad experi- 
ence, that thofe profperities which we think will make us ferve God 
cheerfully, make us to ferve the world and fecular ends diligently, 
and God not at all, 3 ne: 

Repentance is a duty that beft complies with affliction; it is a fym- 
bolicall eftate, of the fame complexion and conftitution; halt the 

‘work of repentance is done by a fad accident, our {pirits are made 
fad our gayeties mortified, our wildnefseorrected, the water {prings 

| are ready to run over : but if God fhould grant our defires, and give 

to moft men profperity, with a defigne to lead them to repentance, 
all his pompe and all his employment, and all his affections and paf- 
fions,and all his circumftances are fo many degrees of diftance from 
the conditions and natures of repentance. It was reported by Dio 
concerning Zeros mother, that the often wifhed that her Son might | 
be Emperour, and wifhed it with fo great paflion, that upon that} 
condition fhe cared not though her Son might kill hersHer firft with | 
and her fecond fear were both granted ; but when fhe began to fear 

that her Son did really defigne to murder her, the ufed all the are} 
and inftruments of diverfion that a witty and a powerfull a timo- | 
rous perfon, and a woman could invent or apply, Juft foitis with | 
us, fo wee might have our wifhes of profperity, we promife to un- 
dergo all the feverities of repentance 3 but when we are landed upon 

our defire, then every degree of fatisfaction of thofe fenfualitiesis a 

temptation again{t repentance: for aman muft have his affections 

weaned from thofe poffeffions, before he cat be reconciled to the 
pothbilities of repentance. ae a ee | 
And becaufe God knows this well, and toves us better then wee 
doour felves, therefore he fends upon us the 1, fcrolls of vengeance, 
the hand-wr iting apon the wak,wo denounce judgement againtt us: _ | 
| | ak God’ 
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ther, that if by his gosdne/e he cannot fhame us intoit, he will try 
if by his jadgements he can {careus-into.it; pot that he ftrikes al- 


_| wayes as foon as he hath fent his warrants out, ¢ nis duagnirso Ss 


emt. eiow d Oede; amra di'dwar y covoy is werdyoray, % F ve cpsanua]@ iaar, {aid Phi- 


lo, Thus God fent Jonas and denounced judgements againft Nint- 
veh; but with the evo, with the forbearance of fourty dayes for 
the rime of their efcape if they would repent, When Noah, the great 


. 
' 


| preacher of righteox{ne(fe, denounced the flood to all the World, 


it was with the dv, with the forbearance of 120. years; and 
when the great extermination of the Jewifh Natien, and theiz,to- 
tall deletion from being Gods people, was foretold by Chrift, and 
decreed by God, yet they had the av, of fourty years, in which 
they were perpetually called to repentance. Thefe were reprieves 
and deferrings of the ftroke. But fometimes Gcd {trikes once and 
then forbears, and fuch.are all thofe fadnefles which are leffe then 
death; every ficknefle, every loffe, every difgrace, the death of 
friends and neereft relatives, fudden difcontents; thefe are all of 
them the lowder calls of God to repentance 5 but fill, inftances of | 
forbearance. | | | 
Indeed many times this forbearance makes men impudent ; it wae 
{o inthe cafe of Pharaoh, when God {mote him, and then forbore; | 
Pharaohs heart grew callous and infenfible till God ftruck again ; 
and this was the meaning of thefe words of God, / will birdew the 
heart of Pharaoh, that is, I will forbear him, {mite him, and then take 
the blow off, Sic enim Deus isduravit Pharaonis cor, {aid Samt. Ba- 
fl. For as water taken off from fire will fooner congeal and be- 
come icy. then if it had net been attenuated by the heat; fo is 
theheart of fome men, when fmittea by God, it feems foft and 
plyable,but taken off from the fire of affliGion it prefently becomes 
horrid, then {tiff,and then hard as a rock of Adamant, or as the gates" 
of death and hell. But this is befides the purpofe and intention of 
the Divine mercy 3 this is an evnzeizas, a plain contradiction to 
the riches of Gods gcodneffe; this is to be evil becanfe God is goods 
to burn ‘with flames, becaufe we are coold with water; this isto 
put out the lamps of heaven, or (if we cannot doit )to put our Own 
eyes out, left wefhould behold the fair beauty of the Lerd, and be 
enamoured of his goodnefle, and repentand live. Otake heed of | 
defpifing this goodnefle; for this is one of Gods lateft arts to 
fave us; he hath'no way left beyond this, but to punifh us with a 
lafting judgement and a poinantaffliGion, Inthe Tomb of Teren- 
tia certain lamps burned under ground many ages together, but; 
as foon as ever they were brought intothe Air, and faw a bigger 
light, they went out, never to be reenkindled: So long as wee are 
in the retirements of forrow, of want, of fear, of fickneffe, or of 
any fad accident, weare burning and [hining lamps, but when God 
comes 


God is fohighly refolved to bring us to repéntance fome way oro-/A 
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gates of death and carries us abroad into the open Air, that we con- 
verfe with profperity and temptation, we go out in darkneffe : and 
we cannot be preferved in heat and light but by ftill dwelling in the 
regions of forrow: And if fuch be our weaknefles, or our folly, 
it concerns us to pray againft fuch deliverances, to be afraid of health, 
to beg of God to continue a perfecution,and not to deny us the mer- 
cy of an afflidion,. 


And do not we finde all this to bea great truth in our felves >? 
are we fo great ftrangers to our own weaknelles and unworthi- 


in the neighbourhood, where we lived in a great plague, or 
“if we were everin a ftorm, or God had fent a fickneffe upon us ; 
then we may pleafe to remember\ that repentance was our bu- 
finefle, that wee defigned mountains of piety, renewed our ho- 
ly purpofes, mae vowsand folemn facraments to God to become 
penitent, and obedient perfons; and wee may alfo remember 
without much confidering, that as foonas God began to forbear 
us, we wouldno longer forbear to finne, but adde flame to flame, 
a heap of finnestoa treafure of wrath, already too big ; being like 
Pharaoh, or Herod, or like the Oxe and Mule, more hardy 
and callous for our ftripes; and melted in the fire, and fr zen 
harder in the cold, worfe for all our afflictions , and the worfe for 
all Gods judgements; not bettered by his goodnefle, nor molli- 
fied by his threatnings: and what is there more left for God to 
do untous? He that is not won by the fenfe of Gods mercy, 
can never finde any thing ## God that thall convert him; and hee 
whom fear and fenfe of pain cannot mend , can never finde any 
argument from him/elf that thall make him wife; This is fad that 
nothing from without, and nothing fron within fhall move us; no- 
thing in Heaven and nothing in Hell, neither love nor fear, grati- 
tude to God, nor prefervation of our felves fhall make us te re- 
pent, Oct} wanylw iy’ vate modi Coc]ds. that {hall be his final] fentencces| 
‘He foal never efcape that rnine from woich the great:(t at f Godcola 
not entice, mor his terrour feare him: be loved en ling, therefore fhall 
: bappen to him, heloved mot blefsing, therefore fhallit be farre from| 
him. 
Let therefore every one of us. take the account of our lives, 
and read over the fermons that GOD hath madeus: befides that 
{weet language of his mercy, and his fs voice from Heaven, 
confider what voices of thunder you have heard, and prefently 
that noife ceafed, and GOD was heard én the (til voice again; 
What dangers have any of you efcaped, were you ever aflaulted 
by the rudeneffe of an ill natur'd man? Have you never had 


a dangerous fall, and efeaped it? Did none of you ever {cape 
| O drowning, 
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comes with his ¢voy, with his forbeerance, and lifts us up from the | SERMON: 


nefle, as not to remember when GOD {cared us with judgements] . 
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SERMCN. | drowning , and in a great danger faw the forbearance of God? A 
Xi, | have you neverbeen fick (as you feared) untodeath? or fup- 
| pofe nene of thefe things hath happened, hath not God threatned 
you all, and forborne to {mite you? or {mitten you, and for- 
borne to kill you? thatisevident. Butif you had been a Privado, 
and of the Cabinet-councell with your Angel-Guardian, that from 
him you might have known how many dangers you have efcaped, 
how often you have been neer a ruine, fo neer, thatif you had 
feen your danger with a fober fpiric, the fear of it would have 
half killed you; If he had buttold you how often God had fent 
out his Warrantsto the exterminating Angel, and our Bleffed Sa- | p 
viour by his Interceffion hath obtained a Reprieve, that he might 
havethe content of rejoycing at thy converfion and repentance; If 
you had known from him the fecrets of that providence which go- 
verns us in fecret, and how many thoufand times the Devil would 
have done thee hurt, and how often himfelf asa miniftring {pirit of 
Gods goodne(fe and forbearance, did interpofe and abate, or divert 
a mifchief, which was falling on thy head, it muft needs cover thy 
head witha cloud of thame and blufhing at that ingratitude, and 
thae folly, that neither will give God thanks, nor fecure thy own 
well-being. , 

Hadft thou never any dangerous fall in thy intemperance ? 
then God ‘fhewed thee thy danger, and that hee was angry at th 
finne, but yet did fo pitythy perfon, that he would forbear thee 
a little longer, elfe that fall had been into thy grave. 


When thy gluttony gave thee a furfet, and God gave thee a 
remedy, his meaning then was, that thy gluttony rather fhould be 
cured then thy furfet ; that repentance fhould have been thy reme- 
dy, and abftinence and fafting fhould be thy cure: Did ever thy | 
proud or revengefull {pirit engage thee upon a Duell, or a vex- 
atious Law-fuit, and God brought thee off with life or peace? | 
his purpofe then was, that his mercy fhould teach thee charity: 
and he that cannot read the purpofes of God written with the fzger 
of judgement ( for as yet his whole hand is not IJaid on ) either 
is configned to eternall ruine, becaufe God will no more endea- 
vour hiscure, or if his mercy {till continues and goes on in long- 
fuffering, it fhall be by fuch vexatious inftruments, fuch caufticks, 
and corrofives, fuch tormenting and defperate medicaments, /xch 
which in the very cure will foundly punifh thy folly and ingrati- 
tude. For deceivenot your felyes, Gods mercy cannot be made §— | 
a Patron for any mans impiety: the purpofe of it is to bring us, 
to repentance, and God willdoit by the mercies of bis mercies, or 
by she meercses of his judgements; he will either break our hearts 
into athoufand fragments of contrition, or break our bones in the 
ruines of the grave and hell: And fince God rejoyces in his mercy 

: | a 
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A , aboveall his works, he will be moft impatient thae we fhall defpife, SER Mon, 
| that, in which he moft delights, and in which we have the greateft XIII, 
reafonto delight, the riches of that goodnefé which is eflentiall, 
and part of his glory, and is communicated to us, to bring us 
to repentance, that we may partake of that gcosmefe, and behold 


that glory. 
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Part II. 


~ 


the treafures of the Divine goodnefle: here is the leng-h 

and extenfion of his mercy , pertrakit. (piritums fuper nos 

Dominus, {othe Syrian Interpreter reads, Z#k.18.7. Gud holds his 

breath: Heretains his anger within him, left ie fhould come forth |. 

and blaft us: And here is alfo much of the Divine juftice: for al- 

though God fuffers long, yet he does not let usalone: he forbears 

todeftroy us, but not to punifh ws; and inboth, he by many ac- 

cidents gives probation of his power; according tothe prayer of 

the Wife man, iaéic 4 mbylag én melvre Sree: % macoeds duapliuare dvbedary | . 

els werivoran; Them art merciful towards us all, becanfe thou canft do all| wittrr.> Py 
shings, and thon paffed/? by the finnes of men that they may repent. | 
And that, God fhall fupport our fpirit, and preferve our patience, 
and nourifh our hope, and correc our {tubbornnefle, and morti- 
fie our pride, and bring usto him whether we will orno, by fuch 
gracious violences, and mercifull judgements which he ufes- to- 
wards us ashis laft remedies. is not onely the demonftration of a 
mighty mercy, but of an Almighty power: So hard athingit is to, 
make us leave our follies and become ‘wife, that were not the mer-| 
cies of God an effective pity, and clothed in all the way of its pro- 
grefie with mightineffe and power, every finner fhould perifh irre-. 
vocably. But this is the frery trrall, the la psreatcry fre, which: 


God ufes to burn the thiftles, and purifie the drofle: When the’ 
| 2 gentle 


Miter long-fafferings in this one word arecontained all 
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SERMON. | gentle influence of a Sun-beam will not wither them, nor the weed- ‘A 
XUL = | ing hook of a fhort affliction cut them out; then God comes with 
fireto burn us; with the ax laid tothe root of the tree: but then 
obferve, that when we are under this {tate of cure, wearefoneer 
de(tru@ion,that the’fame inftrument that God ufes for remedy to 
us, is alfo prepared to deftroy us; the fire is as aptto burnusto 
afhes, as tocleanfing, when we are fo overgrown; and theax as 
inftrumentall to cut us down for fewell, as to fquare us for building 
in Gods temple: and therefore whenit comes thus far, it willbe 
hard difcerning what the purpofe of the ax is; and whether the 
fire means to: burn, we fhall know it by the change wrought upon! p 
our felves. For what Plato faid concerning his dream of Purga- 
tory is true here: Quascunque non purcatus migrat ad inferos, jact= 
bit in lute: quicungue vero mitratu shut ave ffe it, babirabst cum 
Deis: He that dies és his impuritres [bell lie in it for ever, but be that 
defcends to his grave purged and mitred, thatis, having quitted his 
| vices, c fuperinduens juftitiam , beivrg clothed with righteoufneffe, 
{hall dwellin light and immortality. It is fad that we put God to 
fuch extremities, and as it happens in long diferfes, thofe which 
Phyfitians ufe for the laft remedies feldom prevail; and whencon- 
fum ptive perfons come to have their heads fhaven, they do not of- | ¢ 
ten efcape: Soitis whe we put God tohis laft remedies; God | 
| indeed hath the glory of his patience, and his long-fuffering, 
but we feldom have the benefit and the ufe of it. Forif when our 
fin was young, and our ftrength more active, and our habits lefie, 
and vertue net fo mucha ftranger tous, we fuffered finto prevail 
upon us, to grow ftronger then the ruines of our {pirit, and to leffon 
usinto the {tate of ficknefle and difability, inthe midftof all thofe 
remedies which God ufedto our beginning difeafes : much more de- 
{perate is our recovery, when our difeafe is {tronger and our facul- 
ties weaker, when our fins reigne in us, and our thoughts of vertue 
are not alive. | 
‘However , although I fay this, and it is highly confiderable, to 
the purpofe that we never fuffer things tocome to this extremi- 
ty, yet if itbeuponus, we mult doas well as we can: But then 
we areto look uponit asa defigne of Gods laft mercy, beyond 
which, if we protra@ our repentance, our condition 1s de{perately 
miferable. The whole {tate of which mercy we underftand by the 
parable of the King reckoning with his fervants that were in arrears 
to him: One was brought to him, which owed him ten thoufand ta- 
tents: but forafmuch as hee had not to pay, his Lord commanded him & 
to be fold, and his wife and children, and allihat he had, and payment 
| tobe made: The man you fee was under the arreft; the fentence | 
was pafled upon him, he was a condemned man; but before the 
execution of it, he fell down and worthipped and faid, wes pangosv- 
pnorv, Lord fuffer me longer awhile beve patience with me, and 1 will| 
ro 
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A ( paytheeall, Thistellsits meaning : this is lome-(ufferanze, by being 
| « foréearaace onely of execution of the laft fentence; a putting off, 


| damnation upon a longer tryall of our emendation ; but in the mean 
time it implies no other eafe, but that together with his long futler- 
ance God may ufe all other feverities and {courges to break our un- 
tamed {pirits,and to foften them with hammers; fo death be put off, 
no matter elfe what hardhhip and loads of fufferance wehave. Hic 
ure, bc feca, ut in atereum parcas, {o Saint Auftin prayed, Here O Lord 
cut me, here barn me, {pare me not now,that thon maye/t pare me for ever: 
Anditis juft like the mercy ufed to a mad man, when he is kept in 
}adark reom andtamed with whips, it isacruel mercy, but fuch as 
| bis condition requires, he can receive no other mercy 3 all things 
elfe were cruelly unmercifull. _. | 
I remember what Bion obferved wittily of the punifhment in- 
flicted upon the daughters of Danaus, whom the old Poets fained 
to be condemned in hell to filla bottomlefie tub with water, and 
| toincreafe the pain ( as they fancied ) this water they were tocarry 
in fieves, and never to leave work till the tub were full; It is well 
(fayes he ) fince their labour muft be eternall, that it is fo gentle, 
for it were more pains to carry their waterin whole veflels, anda 
| fad burden to go joaden toa leaking tub with unfruitfull labours - 
C Juft fo is the condition of thofe perfons upon whom a wrathis gone 
out 3 it 1s a fad fentence, but acted witha gentle inftrument; and 
fince they are condemned to pay the {cores of their fins with the 
fufferance of a load of judgements, it is well they are fuch as 
will run quite thorough them, and not ftick upon them to eternity. 
Omnes enim pene mn exterminantes fant medicinales: All saith 
ments whatfoever which do not deftroy us, are intended to {ave us 3 
they are Jancets which makea wound but to let forth the venome 
ofour ulcers; when God flew twenty three thoufand of the Afly- 
rians for their fornication, that wasa finall juftice upon their per- 
D | fons, and configned them to a fad eternity: for beyond fuch an 
infliction there was no remedy.But when God fent lions to the Afly- 
rian inhabitants of Samaria, and the judgements drave them to fn- 
quire after the manner of the God of the land, and they fent for 
Priefts from Jerufalem to teach them how to wortlhip the God of 
Ifrael, that was amercy and a judgementtoo: the long forbearance 
of God who deftroyed notat all the inhabitants, Jead the reft into 
repentance. . 
1, AndI muft make this obfervation to you; That when 
E | things come to this paffe, that God is forced to the laft remedies 
of judgements, this long-{ufferance will little or nothing concern 
particular perfons, but nations and eommunities ofmen: for thofe 
who are {mitten with judgement, if God takes his hands off again 
and fo opens a way for their repentance by prolonging their time; 
that comes undcr the fecond part of Gods method, the arex, or 
: O02. | forbear- 
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Ses eS ae i ee Sp ec ene ee 
Ser, XIII forbearance; butif he fmites fingle perfons witha finall jadgement, 

|\thatis, 4long-/uffermmg not of him, but towards others: and God 
hath deftroyed my neighbourto make me repent, my neighbours 
time being ex pired,and the date of his poffibility determined. For |, 
a mans death-bed is but an ill {tation fora penitent, and a finall 
judgement is no good monitorto him, to whom it isa fevere exe- 
‘|cutioner, They that perifhed in the gainfaying of Corah were out 
of the conditions of repentance; but the people that were atfright- 
ed withthe neighbourhood of the judgement and the expretles of 
Gods anger manifefted in fuch vifible remonftrances, they were the 
men called unto repentance. But concerning whole nations, or 
communities of men this long-fufferance is a Sermon of repen- 
tance; loud, clamorous, and highly argumentative. When God 
{uflered the mutinics, the affronts, the bafenefie, and ingratitude, the 
follies, and relapfes of the children of ifrael, who murmured a- 
gainft God ten times in the wilderneffe, God fent evil angels among 
them, and fiery ferpents, and peftilence, and fire from heaven, and 
prodigies from the earth, and a prevailing {word of the enemies, 
and in all thefe accidents, although fome innocent perfons felt the 
contingencies and variety of mortality, yet thofe wicked perfons 
who fell by the defigne of Gods anger, were made examples unto 
others and inftances of Gods forbearance to the Nation: and yet 
this forbearance was fuch, that althou-h Gcd preferved the Na- 
tion in being and in title to the firft promifes, . yet all the parti- 
cular perfons that came from Egypt died in the wilderneffe, two on- 

ly excepted, | 
2, And I defire you to obferve this, that you may truly 
eftimate the arts of the Divine juftice and mercy: For all the 
world being one continual! and intire argument of the Divine 
mercy, weare apt to abufe that mercy to vain confidences and pre- 
fumption; Firft, miftaking the end, as if Gods mercy would be 
indulgent.to our fin, to which it is the greateft enemy in the world, 
for it isa certain truth, that the mercy of God isas great an enemy 
to fin as his juftice is, and as Gods juftice is made the hand-maid 
of his mercy tocure fin, fo it is the fervant alfo and the inftrument 
to avenge our defpight and contempt of mercy ; and in all the way 
where a difference can be, there juftice is the leffe principall, And 
it were a great figne of folly and a huge miftake to think our Lord 
and triends dous offices of kindnefle, to make themfelves more ca- 
pable of affronts; andthat our fathers care over us, and provifi- | 
ons for us can tempt usto difobey them: The very purpofe of all 
thofe emanations is, that their love may return in duty, and their 
providence be the parent of our prudence, and their care be crow- 
ned with our piety, and then we {hall all be crowned. and fhall 
return like the year, the ends into its owncircle: andthe fathers 
and the children, the benefaCtours and the beneficiary fhall ore 
| the 
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A the wreath and binde each other intheeternall inclofures and cir- 
| clingsof immortality, * but befides the men who prefume to fin 
becaufe of Gods mercy,do miftake the very end and defigne of Gods 
mercy, they alfomiftake the Oeconomy of it, and the manner of its 
miiniftration. 

3. For if God fuffers men to go on in fins and punifhes them not, 
itisnotamercy, itis nota forbearance ; itisahardeningthem, a 
configning them to ruine, and reprobation, and themfelves give 
the beft argumentto proveit; for they continue in their fin, they 
multiply their iniquity, and every day grow more enemy to 

B | God, andthatisno mercy that increafes their hoftility and en- 
mity withGod. A profperousiniquity, isthe moft unprofperous 
condition inthe whole world; wen he flew them they fought hins,| 
and turned them early and enquired after God : but as long as they pre- 
vailed upon their enemies then they forgat that God was their flreneth 
and the high God wa their redeemer. It was well obferved by the 
Perfian Embaffadour of old, when he was telling the king a fad {to- 
ry of the overthrow of all his army by the Athenians; headdes 
thisofhisown; that the day before the fight, the young Perfian 
gallants being confident they fhould deftroy their enemies, were 

C | drinking drunk, and railing at the timoroufneffe and fears of reli- 
gion, and againft alltheir Gods, faying, there were no fuch things, 
and that all things came by chance, and induftry , nothing by the pro- 
‘vidence of the fupreme power, Butthe next day when they had 
fought unprofperoufly-and flying from their enemies, who were 
eager intheir purfuit, they cametothe river Stryon, which was| 
fo frozen, that their boats could not laach, and yet it began to 
thaw, fo that they feared the ice would not bear them. Then you 
fhould fee the bold gallants that the day before faid there was no 
God, moft timoroufly and fuperftitioufly fall upon their faces and 

D_D | begged of God, that the river stry7on might bear them over from 

theirenemies, What wifdom and Philofophy and perpetual ex- | 

perience, and revelation and promifes and bleffings cannot do, a 

mighty fear can; itcan allay the confidences ofa bold luft, and an 
imperious fin, and foften our fpirit into the lownelle of a Childe, 
our revenge into the charity of prayers, our impudence into the 
blufhings of a chidden girl; andtherefore God hath taken acourfe 
proportionable: for he is not fo unmercifully merciful, as to give | 
milk to an infirm luft, and hatch the egge to the bignefle of a co- 
catrice: and therefore obferve how it is, that Gods meicy pre- 
vailes over all his works; itiseven then when nothing can be dif- 
cerned, but hisjudgements. Foras when a famine had been in If- 
raelin the dayes of Ahab for three years and a half, when the ar- 

gry prophet Elijah met the King, and prefently a great winde a- 

rofe, and the duft blew into the eyes of them that walked abroad, |: 
and the face of the heavens was black and all tempeft, yet then the | 
7 prophet | 
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Sex,XIII{ prophet was the moft gentle, and God began to forgive, and the| A 
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heavens were more beautifull, then whenthe Sunne puts on the 
brighteft ornaments of a bridegrome going from his chambers of the 
eaft : fo itisin the Oeconomy of the divine mercy; when God makes 
our faces black, and the windes blow fo loud till the cordage cracks, 
and our gay fortunes {plit, and our houfes are drefled with Cyprefle 
and yew, and the meurncrs go about the firects, this is nothing but 
the pompa mifcricordie, this isthe funerall of our fins, drefted in- 
deed with emblems of mourning, and proclaimed with fad accents 
ofdeath, but the fight is refrefhing, as the beauties of the ficld which 
God hath blefjed, and the ‘founds are healthfull as the noife of a 
phyfitian, 

This is that riddle fpoken of in the Pfalme, Calix in manu 
Dom. vini meri plenus mijlo; the pure impare,the mingled unmingled 
cup; for itisacup in which God hath powred much of his feveri- 
ty and anger, and yetit is pure and unmingled ; for itis all mercy : 
and fo the riddle 1s refolved, and our cupis full and made more 
wholfome, lym#phatum cre{cit dulce{cit ledcere nefcit,it is {ome jultice, 
and yet it is all mercy 5 th: very justice of God being an act of mercy, 
a forbearance of the man, or the nation, and the punifhing the fin, 


T hus it was in the cafe of the children of Ifrael, when they ranaf-|¢@ 


ter tbe bleating of the idolatrous calves, Mofes prayed pafionately, 
and God heard his prayer, and forgave their finuponthem. And 
this was Davids obfervation of the manner of Gods mercy tothem 5 
Thou-waft a God and forgaveft them, thoughethou tookeft vengearce of 
their inventicns: for Gods mercy is given to us by parts; andto 
certain purpofes; femetimes God onely fo forgives us, that he 
doesnot cut us off in the fin, but yet layes on a heavy load of 
judgements: fo he did to his people, when he fent them to {choole 
under the difcipline of 70 yearscaptivity 3 fometimes he makesa 
judgement Jetie,and forgives in re{pect of the degree of the inflidion. 
he {trikes more gently ; and whereas God had defigned it may 
be the death of thy felf or thy neereft relative, he iscontent to take 
the life of a childe, and fohe did to David when he forbore him, 
the Lord bath taken away thy fin, thew fhilt not die, neverthele(fe the 
childe that ie born unto thee that fhall die: {ometimes he puts the e- 
vil offto a further day, as hedid inthe cafe of Ahab, and Hezeki- 


jah: tothe firfthe brought the evil upon his houfe, and to the fe- 


cond he brought the evil upon his kingdom, . in his fons dayes 5 
God forgiving onely fo as to refpite the evil,. that they fhould have 
peace in their own dayes.And thus when we have committed a 
fin againft God, which hath highly provoked him toanger, even 
upon our repentance we are not fure to be forgiven, fo as weun- 
derftand forgiveneffe ; that js, to hear no more of it, never to be cal- 
led toan account ; but we are happy, if God fo forgive us, as not 
to throw Us into the infufferable flames of hell, though he {mite 7 
t 


D 
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| Davids expreflion is) and though David was an excellent peni- 
tent, yetafter he hadloft the childe begotten of Baththeba, and 
God had told him he had forgiven him, yet he raifed up his darling 
Son againft him, and forced him to an inglorious flight, and his 
Son lay with his Fathers concubines in the face of all Ifrael: fothat 
when we are forgiven, yet it is ten toone, but God will make us 
to {mart 4nd roar for owr finnes , for the very difqusetneffe of our 
fouls, - 
For if we finne and afk God forgiveneffe, and then are quiet, we 
feel fo little inconvenience in the trade, that we may more eafily be 
tempted to make atrade of itindeed. I with to God that for every 
fin we have committed, we fhould heartily cry God mercy and leave 
it, and judge our felves for it to prevent Gods anger, but when we 
have done all that we commonly call repentance, and when poffibly 
God hath forgiven us to fome purpofes, yet it may be he punithes 
our finne when we Jeaft think of it; that finne which we have long 
fince forgotten. It may be fortheluft of thy youth thou haf a 
healthlefic old age; an old religious perfon long agoe complained, 


it was his cafe, 


Quos nimis effranes haba, auncvapulo renes: 


Sicluitur juvents culpa dalore fenis, 


It may be thy fore eyes are the punifhment of thy intemperance 
feven yeersago, or God cuts thy dayes fhorter, and thou fhalt die 
in a florid age, or he raifes up afflictions to thee in thine own houfe, 
in thine own bowels, or hath fenta gangren into thy eftate, or with 
any arrow outof his quiver hecan wound thee, and the arrow 
fhall ftick faftinthy flefh, although God hath forgiven thy finne to 
many purpofes. Our blefled Saviour was heard in all that he prayed 
fot (faid the Apoftle) and he prayed for the Jews that crucified 
him: Father forgive them,for they know not what they do, and 
God did forgive that great finne. but how far? Whereas it was juft 

‘in God to deprive them of all poffibility of receiving benefit from 
the death of Chrift, yet God admitted them toit, he gave them 
time and poflibilities, and helps, and great advantages to bring 
them to repentance; he did not prefently fhut them up, in his 
finall and eternal! anger : and yet he had finally refolved to deftroy 
their City and Nation, and did fo, but forbore them fourty yeers, 
and gave them all the helps of Miracles and Sermons Apoftolical to |; 
fhamethem, and force them into forrow for their faule. And be- 
fore any man can repent God hath forgiven the man in one degree, 
of forgivenefle ; for he hath given him graceof repentance, and | 


taken from him that finall anger of the fpirit of reprobation: and | 
when 
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A , ftill wee groan for our mifery till wee chatter like a fwallow (as | SERMON. 


XUI, 


166 | | The mercy of the Divine Fudgements 5 


SERMON. | when a man hath repented, no mancan fay that God hath forgi- ‘A 
XIUL | ven himto all purpofes, but he hath referves of angerto puniih| — 

the finne, to make the man afraid to fin any more, and toreprefent 
that when any man hath finned what ever he does afterwards hee 
fhall be miferable as Jong as he lives, vexed with its adherencies 
and its neighbour-hood, and evil confequence, For asnomanthat 
hath finned, can during his life ever return to an integral and per- 
fect innocence: fo neither fhall he be reftored to a perfect peace, 
but muft alwayes watch and ftrive again{t his finne, and alwayes 
mourn and pray for its pardon, and alwayes finde caufe to hate 
it, by knowing himfelf to bee for ever in danger of enduring | R 
fome grievous calamity, even for thofe finnes for which hee 
hath truely repented him, for which God hath in many gracious 
degrees paffed his pardon; this is the manner of the difpenfation 
of the Divine Mercy, in refpect of particular perfons, and Nati- 
ons too, 

But fometimes we finde afeverer judgement happening upon a 
people, and yet in that fad ftory, Gods Mercy fings the triumph, 
which although it be much to Gods glory, yetitisa fad ftory to fin- 
ning people, Gococo. fighting men befides women and children, 
and decrepit perfons, came out of Fgypt, and God deftroyed them | ¢ 
all in the wildernefle except Caleb and Jofhuah, and there it was 
that Gods mercy prvailed over his juftice, that he did not deftroy 
the Nation; but ftill preferveda fucceffionto Jacob, to poffefle 
the promife. God crowned all the world except eight perfons his mercy 
there alfo prevailed over bis juflice, that be preferved a remnant to 
mankind ; his juftice devoured all the world, and his mercy which 
preferved but eight, had the honour of the prevailing Attribute. 
God deftroyed Sodom, and the five cities of the plain, and refcued 
but four from the flames of that fad burning, and of the four loft 
one in the flight,and yet his mercy prevailed over his juftice,becaufe | pr 
he did not deftroy all, 

And in thefe fences we areto underftand the excellency of the 
Divine Mercy: even when he {mites, when he rebukes us for inne, 
when he makes our beauty to fasl, and our flelh to confume away like a 
moth fretting a garment, yetthen his mercy is the prevailing ingre- 
dient. If his judgements be but fines fet upon our heads accord- 
ing to the mercy of our old Lawes, Salvo contenemento, {o as to 
preferve our eftates, to continue our hopes and poffibilities of 
heaven; and all the other judgements can be nothing but mer- 
cies, excelent inftruments of grace, arts to make us fober, wife, to| E 
take off from our vanity, to reftrain our wildnefles, which if they 
were left unbridled would fet all the world on fire, Gods judge- 
ments are like the cenfures of the Church, in which a finner is deli- 
vered over to Satan to be buffetted, that she (pirit may be faved; the 
refult of all this, is, that Gods mercies are not, ought not, cannot 


> 


- 


my and difpenfationis fuch, that Gods mercie goes along in com- 
plexion and conjun@ion with his judgements; the riches of his 
forbearance is this, that he forbearsto throw usinto hell, and fends 
the mercies of his rod to chide us unto repentance, and the mercies 
of his red to punifh us for having finned, and that when we have 
finned we may never think our felves fecured,nor ever be reconciled 
to fuch dangersand deadly poifons. This,thisis the manner of the 
Divine mercy. Go now fond man, and becaufe God is mercifull 
prefume to finne, as having grounds to hope that thou mayeft 
fin and be fafe all the way. If thishope (hall I call it ) or fordid 
flattery could be reafonable, then the mercies of God would.not 
lead usto repentance ; fo unworthy are we inthe fenfe and large- 
nefle of a wide fortune and pleafant accident, Forimpunity was 
never a good argument to make men to obey laws, quctu/qui(qe 
reperitur qué imspunitate propofits a°fiinere posit injurijs? lmpunitas 
eft maxima peccandi tllecebra {aid Cicero, and therefore the wifdom 
of God hath fo ordered the actions of the world, that the. moft 
fruitfull fhowres thall be wrapped upina cover of black clouds, 


of the whip thall be the cords of love to draw us from the intang- 
lings of vanity and folly. Thisis the long fuffering of Gcd, the laft re- 
medy toour difeafed fouls, and dvaisut@ ssre moma mv & cageorite? 
faid Phalaris, unlefle we be fenfelefle wee fhall be brought to fober 
courfes, by all thofe fad accidents and wholefome, but ill-tafting | 
mercies, which we feel in all the courfeand the fucceflion of the Di- 
vine long-fufferance. ok oe 8S | c 
The ufe of all the premifesis, that which Saint Paul exprefles 
in the text, that wee do not de/pife all this: and he onely_defpifes 
not, who fervesthe endsof GOD inall chefe defignes of mercy, 
thatis, he chat repents him of his fins. But there area great many 
defpifers, all they that live intheir fins, they that have more blef- 
fings then they can reckon hours in their lives, that are courted | 
by the Divine favour and wooed to falvation, as if mankind were 
to give, not to receive fo great a blefling, all they that anfwer | 
not to {0 friendly fummons, they are de{pifers of Gods mercies: | 
{and although God overflowes with mercies, and does not oftes 
leave us to the onely hopes of being cured by unttions and gen- 
tle cataplafmes, but proceeds further, and gives us ftibium or pre- 
| pared fteel, fharp arrows of his anger, and the fword, and the 
hand of ficknefle , yet wee are not fureof fo much favour as to 
bee entertained longer in GODS hofpital, but may bee thruft 
forth among the iacarabslz, Plutarch reports concerning {wine, 


that their optick nerves are fo difpofed to turne their eyes _— 
| wards 
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be, inftruments of confidence to fin, becaufethe very purpofe of | SERMON. 
his mercy isto the contrary, andthe very manner of his Oecono- | 


that health fhall be conveyed by bitter and ill-tafted drugs, thatthe 
temples of our bodies thall be purged by whips, and that the cords} 


see 
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ven unlefle they be thrown upon their backs. Such Swine are 
we, we feldom can lookup to Heaven till GOD by his judge- 
ments throws us upon our backs; till he humbles us and foftens 
us with fhowers of our ewn blood, and tears of forrow: and yet 


| God hath not promifed that he will do fo much for us3 but for | 


ought we know as foon as ever the Devil enters into our {winith 


| and brutifh hearts, we thall run down the hill and perifh in the floods 


and feas of intolerable miferie ; and therefore befides that, it isa 
huge folly in us that we will not be cured with pleafant medicines, 


SERMON. | wards that they cannot look upwards, nor behold the face of hea-, 4 


but muft be longing for Colliquintida and for vomits; for knives | p 


and poniards inftead of the gentle fhowers of the divine refreth- 
ments, befides that this is an imprudence and fottifhnefle, we do in- 
finitely put it to the venture whether we fhal] bein a faveable con- 
dition or no, after the rejection of the firft ftateof mercies. But 
however, then begins the firft {tep of the judgement, and pungent 
mifery, wee are perifhing people, or if not, yer at rhe leaft not 
to be cured without the abfciffion of a member, without the cut- 
ting off ahand or leg; or the putting out of an eye: wemuft bee 
cut to take the fone out of our hearts, andthatisa ftate of avery 


Surgeons knife; if we fcape death, yet we havea ficknefle; and | 
though that be a great mercy in refpect of death, yet ttis as great a 
mifery in refpect of health: and thatisthe firft punifhment for 
the defpite doneto the firft, and moft fenfihle mercies: we are fal- 
len into a fickneffe, that cannot becured but by difeafe-and hard- 
fhip. . | 

But if this defpite runs further, and when the mercies look 
on us with an angry countenance, and that God gives us onel 
the mercy of a punifhment , if we defpife this too, we increafe 
but our mifery as we increafe our finne: the fumme of which is 
this; that if Pharaoh will not be cured by one plague, he fhall 
have ten, . and if ten will not do it, thegreat and tenth wave, 
which is farre bigger then all the reft, the fevereft and the 
laft arrow of the quiver, then we fhall perifh in the Red-fea, 
the fea of flames and blood, in which the ungodly fhall roul 
eternally. — e 

But fome of thefe defpifers are fuch as are unmoved when 
God fmites others; like Gallio, when the Jews took Softhenes 
and beat him in the pleading place, he cared for none of thefe ! 
things; he wasnot concerned in that intereft; and many Gallios 
there are amongft us, that underftand it not to be a part of the: 
Divine Method of Geds long fufferance to {trike others to make us| 
afraid. But however we fleep in the midft of fuch alarums, yet 
know, that there is not one death in all the neighbourhood, but 
is intended to thee; every crowing of thecock isto awake thee 

to 


great infelicity: and if we fcape the ftone, wee cannot efcape the C 


D: 
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A | to repentance: and if, thou fleepeft ftill, the next turn may bee S ERMON 
thine ; God will fend his Angel as hedidto Peter ,and {mite thee} xt, 
on thy fide, and wake thee from thy dead fleep of finne and futtith- 
nefie. But beyond this, fome are defpifers ftill, and hope to drown 
the norfes of mount Sinai, the found of Canons, of Thunders, and 
lightnings, with a counternoife of revelling and clamorous roar- 
ings, with merry meetings; like the facrifices to Moloch, they 
found drums and trumpets, that they might not hear the fad fhriek- 
ings of their children as they were dying in the cavity of the 
brazen Idol!, and when their confcience thrikes out or murmurs 

B | ina fad melancholy; or fomething that is dear to them is {mit- 

ten, they attempt todrownit ina feaof drink, inthe heathenith 
noifes of idle and drunken company 3 and that which God fends to 
Jead them to repentance, leads them to a taverne,not to refreth their 
needs of nature, or for ends of a tolerable civility, or innocent 
purpofes, but like the condemned perfons among the Levantines, 
they tafted wine freely, that they might die and be infenfible, | 
could eafily reprove fuch perfons with an old Greek Proverb men- 
tioned by Plutarch, ot? 4 saSuplaz, tre wodtl yeas a moran wraiuG. You 
fhall ill be cured of the knotted Gout, if you have nothing elfe 

C | but a wide thoe: But this reproof is too gentle for fo great a 

madnefle: itis not onely anéncompetent cure, to apply the plat! 
fter of a finne or vanity, tocurethe {mart of adivine judgement, 
but it isa great increafer of the mifery, by {welling the cayfe to big- 

ger, and monftrots proportions. It is juftasif an impatient fool,| 
feeling the fmart of his medicine, fhall tear his wounds open and | 
throw away the inftruments of his cure, becaufe they bring him 
health at the charge of alittle pain, tyyvs nels warnens pasion He that 
is full of ftripes and troubles, and decked round about with thorns, 
heis neer to God; But he, that becaufe hee fits uneafily when he 

D | fits neer the King that was crownéd with thorns , thall remove 

thence, or ftrew flowers, rofes, and Jeflamine, the downe of 
thiftles, and the fofteft Goflamere, that he may die without pain, 
die quietly and like a lamb, fink to the bottom ‘of hell without 
noife, this man is a fool, becaufe he accepts death, if it arreft him 
in civil language, is content to die by the fentence of an: eloquent 
Judge, and prefers a quiet paflage to hell before going to heaven in 
a@itorm, | oe | | 

- That Italian Gentleman was certainly 2 great lover of his 
fleep, who was angry with the lizard that wak’c him,. when 4 
Viper was creeping into his mouth: when the Devil is entring in- 
tous to poifon our {pirits, and {teal our fouls away while we are 
fleeping in the lethargic. of finne, God fends his fharp meflages to 
awakenus, and wecallthat theenemy, and ufe arts toeure the 
remedy, not to cure the difeafe.. There are fome perfons that 


will never be cured ; not becaufe the ficknefle is incurable, bur 
: becaufe 


P 
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|S ERMCN | becaufe they have ill-ftomacks and cannot keep the medicine: A 
XuI. .| Juft fo is his cafe that fo defpifes GODS method of curing him, 
‘| by thefe inftances of long-fufferance, that he ufesall the arts he | 
‘| can to Lequit of his Phyfitian, and to fpill his phyfick, and to 
, ‘| take cordials as foon as his vomit begins to work. There is no 
more to be faid in this affair, but to read the poor wretches fen- 
tence, and to declare his condition, As at firft, when he defpifed 
' | the Grft greae mercies, GOD fent him fharpneffes and {2d acci- 
dents to enfober his fpirits: So now that he defpifes this mer- 
cy alfo, the mercy of the rod, GOD will take it away from | 
| him, and then I hope allis well! Miferable man that thou art! | p 
', | this is thy undoing; if GOD ceafes to ftrike thee becaufe thou 
wile not mend, thou art fealed up to rvine, and reprobation for 
ever: The Phyfitian hath given thee over, hee hath no kindnefle 
Efy1.45 | for thee, This was the defperateeftateof Judah. Ab finfull na- 
«| tio, a people laden with iniquity they have forfaken the Lo:d, thy have | 
provoked the Holy One of If- acl, why fhinld yee bee ftricken any more? 
Thisis the drdssue usgevese, the moft bitter curfe, the greateft ex- 
communication, when the delinquent is become a Heathen ered 
Publicane without the covenant, out of the pale of the Church 5 
| the Church hath nothingto do withthem: fcr what have Ita de 
with them that are without? {aid Same Paul: It was not lawfull 
for the Church any more to punifhthem ; and this court Chrifti- 
anis animitation and paralell of the juftice of the court of hea- 
ven: When a finner is not mended by judgementsat long running, 
God cuts him off from his inheritance, and the lot of fons, hee will 
chaftife him no more, but Jet bim take his courfe and {pend his 
portion of profperity, fuch as thall be allowed him in the great : 
Oeconomy of the World, Thus God did to his Vineyard which he 
took fuch pains to fence, to plant, to manure, todig, tocut,andto! =| 
prune: and when after all , brought forth wild grapes, the laft 
and worft of Gods anger was this, /xferem fepem ejus, God had 
Efys.s- | fenced i¢ witha hedge of thorns, and God would take away all thac 
| hedge, he would not leavea thorn ftanding, not one judgement 
to reprove or admonith them, but alll the wild beafts, and wilder and: 
= beaftly lufts, may come and devonrit, and trample it down io. 
com -- — - | | 
And now what thall I fay, but thofe words quoted by Saint: 
Peter mhis Sermon >. Behold yee defpifers, and wonder, and perifhs 
perifhin your own folly by ftubbornnefle and ingratirude, For it’ 
is ahuge contraditien to the nature and defignes of God; Cod F& 
callsus, we refufeto hear; he invites us wich fair promifes, wee: 
hear and confider not; hegives us bleflings, we take themiand un- 
derftand not his meaning: wetake out the token, but read not the: 
letter: then he threateneus, and.wee segard not; hee {trikes our 
neighbours, and weare not concerned 5 then he firikesius genuly, 
t 
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A’ | but we feel it not ; then he does like the Phyfitian in the Greek Epi- Ser, XII, 
gram, who being to curea man of a Lalerey. locked him intro | 
the fame room with a mad-man, that he by dry-beating him, might | 
make him at leaft fenfible of blows; but this makes us inftead of 
running to God, to truft in unfkilfull Phyfitians, or like Saul co run 
toa Pythonifle, we run for cure toa crime, we take fanctuary ina 
pleafant fin ; juft as if a man to cure his rrelancholy fhould defireto 
be ftung witha Tarantula, that at leaft he may die merrily ; what 
is there more to be done that God hath not vet done? heis forced 
at laft to break off with a Cursu:mus Babylonens Oo non eft fanata, 
RB, wedrefled and tended Babylon, but fhe wasincurable; there isno 
| help but fuch perfons muft die in their fins, and lie down in eternal! 
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! B 
Of Growth in Grace. 
2. Pet. 3.18. . oo C 
| But grow in grace and inthe knowledge of the Lord Fe- 
fus Chrift, to whom be glory both now and for ever. 
Amen. | : | | 
Hen Chriftianity like rhe day fpring from the 
ym Ef, witha new light did not onely inlighten 
the world, but amazed the mindes of men, 
and entertained their curiofities, and feized D 


upon their warmer and more pregnant affe- 

tions, it wasno wonder that whole Nati- 

ons were converted at a Sermon, and mul- 

titudes were inftantly profefled, and their 

| underftandings followed their affe@ions, 
and their wills followed their underftandings, and they were con- 
vinced by miracle, and overeome by grace, and paffiorate with 
zeal, and wifely governed by their Guides, and ravifhed with the |. 
fanctity of the Doctrine, and the holinefle of their examples: And 
this was not onely their duty, but agreut inftance of providence, | E 
that by the great religion and piety of the firft Profeflors, 
Chriftiantty might be firmely planted, and unfhaken by fcandall, 
and hardened by perfecution; and that thefe firft lights might be 
actual] Precedents for ever, and Copies for us to tranfcribe in all 
defcending ages of Chriftianity, that thither we might run to fetch 
He oll, | 
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A oil, to enkindle our extinguifhed lamps, But then piety was fo 
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| anity is multiplied every where inname and title, fait is deftroyed 
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univerfall, that ic might well be enjoyned by Saint Pax/, that if « 
brother walked diforderly, the Chriftians fhould avoid his company : 


| He forbad them not, to accompany with the Heathens tha: walked | _ 


diforderly ; for then a man mutt have gone out ofthe world. But 
they were not ta endure fo much as to eat with, or to falute a def 
orderly breather, andill-living Chriftian: Butnow if we thould ob- 
ferve this canon of Saint Pas!, and refufe to eat, or to conyerfe 


witha fornicatour, or adrunkard, ora perjured perfon, orcove-| 


teus, we multallo go ome of the world; fora pious or aholy perfan 
is noW.as Fare, as a diforderly Chriftian was at fir{t : and as Chrifti- 


inlife, eflence, and proper operation; and we have yery great 
reafonto fear, that Chrifts name will ferve us to no end but to up- 
braid our bafenetie; and his perfon onely tobe our Judge, and 
his lawes as fo many bils of accufation, and his graces and helps 
offered us, but as aggravations of our unworthineffe; and our bap- 
tifme, but an occafion of vow-breach; andthe holy Communion, 
but an act of hypocrifie, formality, or facrilege ; and all the pro- 
mifes of the Gofpel but as sane dreams; and the threatnings 
but as arts of affrightment ; for Chriftianity lafted pure and zea- 
lous, it kept its rules, and obferved its own lawes for three hun- 
dred years, orthere-abouts; fo long the Church remained a Vir- 
gin: For folong they were warmed with their firft fires, and kept 
under difcipline by the rod of perfecution; but it hath declined 
almoft fourteen hundred years together: profperity and pride, 
wantonnefic and great fortunes, ambition and intereft, falfe do- 
Grine upon miftake, and upon defigne, the malice of the Devil, 


and the arts ofall his inftruments, the want of zeal, and a weari-| 


nefle of {pirit, filthy examples, and a difreputation of piety, and a 
ftridt life; feldome precedents, and infinite difcouragements have | 
cated fo infinite a declenfion of piety and holy living, that what 
Papirtus Maflonius one of their own, faid of the Popes of Rome; | 
In pontificibus mewso hodsé fanctitetems requirit, optimi putastur f vel 
leviter mali fint, vel minus boni quant ceteri mortales effefolent.No 
man looks for holines inthe Bifhopsof Rome; thofeare the beft | 
Popes who are not extremly wicked: the fameistoo true of the 
greate(t part of Chriftians : Men are excellent perfons if they be not | 
traytors, or adulterous, oppreffors, or injurious, drunkards, or {can- 
dalous,ifthey be not as this publicay.as the vileft perfon with whom 
theyconverfe: { 


| Nunc fidepofitum von inficiatur amicus, 
Sireddat veterem cum tota erugizve fellem 
Prodigisfa fides O» Thufcis dignalibelis, 
Lheque coronatalufpraridebeat agné, Juven, Sat, 13. | 
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Ser XIV. He that is better then the dregs of his own age, whole religion is| A 
{omething above prophanenefle, and whofe fobriety is a {tep or two 
from down-right intemperance,whofe difcourfe is not {wearing nor 
yet apt toedifie, whofe charity is fetout in pity, and a gentle yerning 
and taying, [ God help | whofe alms are contemptible, and his devo- | 
tion infrequent, yetas things are now, he iswnws ¢ millzbus, one of « 
th ufand, and he {tands eminent and con{picuous in the valleys and 
lower grounds of the prefent piety ; for a bank isa mountain upona 
Jevell : but what is rare and eminent in the manners of men this day, 
would have been {candalous, and have deferved the rod of an Apo- 
{tle, if it had been confronted with the fervours and rare devotion 
and religion of our fathers in the Gofpel. 

Men of old looked upon themfelves as they ftood by the ex- 
amples and precedents of Martyrs, and compared their piety to 
the life of Saint Paul, and eftimated their zeal by the flames of 
the Boanerges, Saint Jamesand his brother: and the Bifhops were 
thought reproveable as they fell thort of the ordinary government 
of Saint Peter, and Saint John; andthe affemblies of Chriftians 
were lo holy, that every meeting had religion enough to hallow 
a houfe and convert ittoa Church; and every day of feafting was 
a Communion, and every fafting day wasa day of repentance and| C 
alms: and every day of thank{giving wasa day of joy, andalms: 
and religion begun all their actions, and prayer confecrated therh, | . 
and they ended in charity, and were not polluted with defigne: 
they defpifed the world heartily, and purfued after heaven greedi- 

lly 3 they knew no ends but to ferve God, and to be faved; and had 
\no defignes upon their neighbours, butto lead them to God, and 
to felicity; till Satan full of envy to fee fuch excellent dayes, 
mingled covetoufneffe, and ambition within the throngs and con- 
ventions of the Church, and a vice crept into an office, and then 
the mutuall confidence grew lefle, and fo charity was leffeneds D 
and herefiescreptin ; and then faith began to be fullied, and prede 
creptin 5 and then men {natched at offices, not forthe work, but 
for thedignity; andthenthey ferved themfelves more then God 

{andthe Church; ill at laft it came to the pafle where now itis, 
that the Clergy live lives no better then the Laity, and the Laity 
are ftooped to imitate the evil cuftomes of {trangers and enemies 
of Chriftianity: fo that we fhould think Religion ina good con- 
dition, if that men did offer up to God but the aGions of an ords- 
nary, even, and jaf life, without the fcandal and allayes of a 
greatimpiety: But becaufe fuch is thenature of things, that either | E 
they grow towards perfe@ion, or decline towards diffolution: 
There isno proper way to fecure it but by fetting its growth for- 
ward: forreligion hath no ftation, ornaturall periods: if it does 
not grow better, it grows much worfe, not that it al wayes returns 

{the man into {candalous fins, but thatit eftablifhes and fixes him 

in 
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A | ina ftate of indifferency and luke-warmneffe : and he is more averfe 
to a (tate ofimprovement,and dies in an incurious,ignorant and un- 
relenting condition, 

But grow in grace ] Thatsthe remedy, and that would make 
us all wife and happy, blefled inthis world, and fure of heaven: 
Concerning which, we are to confider firft: what the eftate of grace 
is into which every one of us muft be entred, that we may grow init: 
fecondly the proper parts, acts, and offices of growing in grace, 3. 
The fignes, confequences, and proper fignifications ,by which if we 
cannot perceive the growing, yet afterwards we may perceive that we 

B | are grown, and fo judge of the {tate ofour duty, and concerning out 
finall condition of being faved. 

1, Concerning the {tate of grace, I confider that no man can 
be faid to be in the ftate of grace, who retains an affection to 
any one fin, The {tate of pardon and thedivine favour, begins 
at the firft inftance of anger again{t our crimes, when we leave 
our fondnefles and kinde opinions, when we excufe them not, 
and will not endure their fhame; when we feele the fmarts ofa 
ny of their evil confequents; for he that isa perfect lover of fin, 
and is/ealed up to a reprobate fenfe, endures all that fin brings along 

Cc with it, andis reconciled to all its mifchiefs, can fuffer the fick- 
nefle of his own drunkennefle, and yet call it pleafure, he can 
wait likeaflave to ferve his luft, and yet count it no difparage- 
ment; hecan fuffer the difhonour of being accounted a bafe and: 
difhoneft perfon, and yet lock confidently, and think himfelf no 
worfe. But when the grace of God begins to work upon a mans 
{pirit, it makes the confcience nice and tender, and although the 
fin as yet does not difpleafe the man, but he can endure the flat- 
tering and alluring part, yet he will not endure to beufed foill 
by his fin ; be will not be abufed and diflionoured by it ; But becaufe 

D God hath fo allaycd the pleafures of his fin, that he that drinks 

-| the (weet fhould alfo ftrain the dregs through his throat, by de- 
grees Gods grace doth irreconcile the convert, and difcovers, firft 
its bafe attendance, then its worfe confequents, then the difplea- 
fure ot God, that herecommences the firft refolutions of leaving 
the fin, and trying if in the fervice of God, his fpirit and the 
whole appetite of man may be better entertained. He that is thus 
far entred fhall quickly perceive the difference, and meet argu- 
ments enough to invite him furthers; For then God treats the 
man as he treated the fpies, that went to difcover the land of pro- 
mife ; he ordered the year in plenty,and directed them toa pleafant 

E | anda fruitful place, and prepared bunches of grapes ofa miract- 
lous and prodigious greatnefle, that they might report good things 
of Canaan, and invite the whole nation to attempt its conquett - 
{o Gods grace reprefents to the new converts and the weak ones in 
faich the pleafures and firft delicioufnefles of religion: and one 

| . they 
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| 
Ser, XIV. ( they come to {pie the good things ofthat way that leadsto heaven, \ A 
| | they prefently perceive themfelves eafed of the load of an evil 
confcience, of their fears ef death, of the confufion of their fhame, 
and Gods fpirit gives thema cup of fenfible comfort, and makes 
| them to rejoyce in their prayers, and weep with pleafures ming- 
| | led with innocent paflions, and religious changes; and although 
: God does not deal with al] men inthe fame method, orin manners 
that can regularly be defcribed, and all men do not feel, ordo 
not obferve, or cannot for want of -{kill dilcern {uch accidental 
{weetnefles, and pleafant grapes at his firft entrance into religion: 
yet God toevery man does minifter excellent arguments of invi- |B 
tation, and fuchthat if a man will attend to them, they will cer- 
| tainly move either his affections or his will, his fancy or his rea- 
. fon, and moft commonly both:- But while the {piritof God is 
: doing this work of man, man muft alfobe cuitey@ zi ert 4 fellow 
i worker with God, he muft entertain the fpirit, attend his infpirati- 
" - ons, receive his whifpers, obey all his motions, invite him fur- 
| ther, and utterly renounce all confederacy with his enemy, fin; 
at no hand fuffering any rcot of bittcrnefetofpringup, not allow- 
ing to himfelf any referve of carnall pleafure, no clancular luft, 
| no private oppreffions, no fecret covetoufnefle, no love to this 
world that may difcompofe his duty; for if aman prayes all day 
and at night is intemperate, if he {pends histime in reading, and 
his recreation be finful, if he ftudies religion, and pradtifes felf 
intereft ; if he leaves his {wearing and yet retaines his pride; if he| 
becomes chafte and yet remains pecvifh and imperious; this man 
isnot changed from the ftate of fin, into the firft {tage of the ftate 
of grace : ‘he does at no hand belorg to God, he hath fuffered bim- 
felf to be fcared from one fin, and tempted from another by in- 
tereft, and hath left a third, by reafon of his inctination,and a fourth 
for fhame, or want of opportunity: Bur the fpiritofGod hath not! p 
yet planted one perfec plant there; God may make ufe of the acci- 
dentally prepared advantages: But as yet the {pirit of God hath nat 
begun the proper and direct work of grace in his heartsBut when we 
leave every fin, when we refolve never to return to the chaines, when 
we have no love for the world, bur fuch as may bea fervant of 
God; thenI account that we are entred intoa {tate of grace, from 
whence Iam now to begin to reckon the commencement of this 
precept, grow in grace and inthe knowledge of our Lord Fe/us 
Chrifé. ; 

: And now the firft part of this duty isto mske religéson to be | E 
the bujineffe of oxr Gives; for this is the great inftrument, which 
will naturally produce our growth in grace, and the perfection of 
aChriftian, For a man cannot after aftate of fin be inftantly a 
Saint; the work of heaven is not done by a flafh of lightning, ora 
dath ofaffeCtionate raine, or a few tears of a relenting pity 5 ~_ 
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A; and his Church have appointed holy intervals, and have taken por- SER, XIV 
| tions of our time for religion, that we may be called off from the 

world, and remember the end of our creation, and do hohour to 
God, and think of heaven with hearty purpofes and peremptory de- 
fignes to get thither, Butas we muft not negled thofe times which 
God hath referved for his fervice, or the Church hath prudently de. 
creed, nor yet act religion upon fuch dayes with forms and outfides, 
ortocomply withcuitomss orto feem religious ; fo we muft take 

care that all the other portions of our time be hallowed with litde ! 

retirements of our thoughts, and (hort converfations with God : and 

B |; all along be guided with a holy intention, that even our works of 

‘Nature may paiie into the relations of grace, and the actions of our 

calling may help towards the obraining the price of oar high calling : 

while our eatings are actions of temperance, our labours are profita- 

ble our humiliations are a¢ts of obedience, and our almes are chari- 

ty > Our marriages are chaft, and wherher we cat or drink | Jleep or}. 

wake, we may co atl to the glory of Gid, by 4 dire intuition, or by a 

reflex adt, by deligne,or by tu pplement, by forefight, or by an atter 

‘election: and co this purpofe we mutt not look upon religion as 

our trouble,and our hinderance: nor think almes chargable or ex.. 

C | Penfive: nor our faftings vexatious and burdenfom: nor our pray- 


the duties of religion, our imployments, our care the work and 
end for which we came into the world : and remember that we ne- 
ver do the work of men, nor ferve the ends of God, nor arein the 
proper imployment and bufinelle of ourli-e, but when we wor. 
fhip God, or live like wife or {uber perfons, ordo benefit to out 
brother, : | 


unruly appetites, and reftrains his violent pathons, and ba- 
comes like to God, and imitates his holy Son, and writes after the 
copies of Apoftles and Saints. Then he is drefling himfelf for | 
eternity, where he mutt dwell or abide, either in an excellent be- 


time is foon mades but the account for the neglect, will be har-| 


| that all our dayes arid | 
ycars are little enough to attend perilhing things, andto be {wal- 


lowed | _ | 
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SeR,XIV.( lowed upin avaritious and vain attendances. and we {hall not attend lA 
| | coreligion with a zeal fo great asis our revenge, or as is the hunger | 
ofone meal, Without muchtime, and a wary life, and a ditigent 
circum{pection, we cannot mortifie our fins, or dothe firft works 
ofgrace. 1 pray God we be not found to have grown like the fin- 
news ofold age, from ftrength to remifnelle, from thence to diffo- 
lution, and infirmity, and death; Menedemus was wont to fay 
that the young boyes that went to Athens the firft year were wife 
men, the tecond year, Phslofopars, the third, Orators, and the 
fourth were but P/ebeiaxs, and under{toed nothing but their own 
ignorance. | B 

And juft fo it happens to fome in the progrefles of religion: at 
firft they are violent and active ; and then they fativte all che appe- 
tites of religion 5 and that which ts lett, is, chat they were foon wea- 
ry, and {at down in difpleafure, and return to the world, and dwell 
in the bufinefle of pride, or mony 5 and by this time they underftand 
that their religion 1s declined, and pafled from the heats and follies 
of youth, to the coldnefle and infirmities of oldage; The remedies 
of which is onely a diligent {pirit and a bufie religion,a great induftry 
and a full portion of time in holy offices; that as the Oracle faid 
to the Cirrheans, noétes di:(qie belligeranduwt, they could not 
be happy unlefle they waged war night and day: that is. unlefle 
we perpetually fight again{t our own vices; and repel our Ghoftly 
enemies, and {tand upon our guard, we muft ftand for ever ini he 
ftateof babes, in Chrift, or elfe return to the firft imperfections 
ofan uachriftened foul, and an unfanGified fpirit. Thatsthe firft 
| particular. 

2, The fecond ftep of our grouth in graceis, when vertues 
grew babituad, aptandeafiein our manners and di{pofitions. For 
although many new ccnverts havea great zeal, and a bufie {pirie, 
apt enough as they think to conteft againft all the difficulties of a 
{piritual life; yet rhey meet with fuch powerful oppofitions from 
without, and a falfe heart within, thae their firft heats are foon 
broken, and either they are for ever difcouraged, or are for- 
ced to march more flowly and procecd more temperately for ever 
after, : 
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. Icis an eafie thing to commit a wickednefle, for temptation and 
infirmity are alwayes too neer us: But God hath made care and 
fweat. prudence and diligence, experience and watchfulneffe, wif- | E 
dom and labaur at home, and good guides abroad to be inftruments 
and means to purchafe vertue. | | 

The way is long and difficult at firft; but in the progreffe and 


purfuit we finde all the knots made plain, and the rough wayes 
| made {mopth. . | : 


jam 
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Now, the fpirit of Bese is like a new foul within him, 
and he hath new appetites and new pleafures, when the things of the 
world grow unfavoury, and the chings of Religion are delicious ; 
when his temptations to his old crimes return but {eldom, and pre- 
vail not atall, or in very inconfiderable inftances, and {tay not at all, 
but are reproached with a penitentiall forrow, and {peedy amend- 
ment ; when we doattions of vertue quickly, frequently, and with| 
delight: then we have grown in grace in the fame degree in which 
they can perceive thefeexcellent difpofitions. Some perfonis there 
are who dare not fin: they dare not omit their hours of prayer ; 
and they are reftleffe in their {pirits till they have done; but they go 
to it as to execution 5 they ftay from ic as long as they cari, and they 
drive like Pharaohs charets with the wheels off, fadly and heavily: 
and befidesthat fuch perfons have referved to themfelves, the beft 
| part of their facrifice, and do not give their will to God, they do 
not love him with all their heart; they are alfo fooneft tempted to 
retire and falloff. Sextins Romanas reigned the honours and offices 
of the city, and betook himfelfto the feverity of a Philofophical 
life. But when his unufuall diet and hard labour-began to pinch his 
flefh, and he felt his propofitions fmart, and that which was fine in 
difcourfe at a Sympofiack. or an Academical dinner, began to fit un- 
eafily upon him im the practife ; he fo defpaired that hee had like to 
have caft himfelf into the fea, to appeafe the labours of his religion; 
Becaufe he never had gone further therto think-it a fine thing to be 
awtfe man: he would commend it, but hee was loth to pay for it 
at the price that God and the Philofopher fet uponie. Buthethat 
is grown in grace, and hath made religion habitual to his {pirir, is 
not at eafe but when he is doing the works of the new-man, he refts| 
in religion, and comforts his forrows with thinking of his prayers, 
and ie all crofles of the world he is patiesit, becaufe his joy is at 
hand to refrefh him when he Kft, for he cares not fo he may ferve 
God: and if you make him poor here, he is-rich there, and he 
counts that to be his proper fer vice, his werk, his recreation, and 
reward, ue 4s 7 | 
3. But becaufe in the coutfe of holy living, although the duty | 
be regular and conftant, yet the fenfible relifhes and the flowringe 
of affe&ttons, the zeal and the vifible exprefitons do: not alwayes 
make the fame emiffion; but fometimes by defipne. and fomes 
timesby order, fometimes by affection wee are more tufie, more! 
intire, and more intent upon thé ations of religion; m fuch eax 
fes ‘we'are to judge of our growth in grace, if after every interval: 
of exttaosdinary piety, the next recur be more devorit = a 
: affectio- 
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affeGionate, the labour be more cheerfull and more ative; and if A 


X.V. ‘religion returns oftner and ffayes longer ib the fame exprefli- 


ons, and leaves more fatisfa@tion upon the {pirit. Are your com | 


‘| munions more frequent? and when they are, do yee approach 


neerer to God? have you made firmer refolutions, and entertain- 
ed more hearty purpofesof amendment? Do you love God more 
dutifully and your neighbour with a greater charity ? Do you not 


| foeafily return to the world as formerly ? Are not you glad when 


the thing is done ? do ycu go to your fecular accounts, witha more 
weaned affection then before? If you communicate well, itis cer- 
tain,that you will {till doit better: if you do not communicate well, | p. 
every opportunity of doing it is but a new trouble, eafily excufed, 
readily omitted, done becaufe itis neceflary, but not becaufe wee 
love it: and we fhall finde that fuch perfons in their old age, do it 
worftof all; And it was obferved by a Spanith Confeflor, who 
was alfo a famous Preacher,that in perfons not very religious, the 
confeffions which they made upon their death-bed, were the cold- 
eft, the moft imperfect, and with lefle contrition then all chat he had 
obferved them to make inmany yeers before. Fer fothe Canes 
of Egypt when they newly arife from their bed of mud and flime 
of Nilus, ftart up into an equall and continuall length, and are inter- | © 
rupted but with few knots, and are {trong and beauteous with great 
diftances, and intervals: but when they are grown co their full 
length, they Jeffen jnto the point of a Pyramis, and multiply their 
knots and joynts, interrupting the finenefle and fmoothneffe of its 
body : fo are the fteps and declenfions of him that does not grow in 
grace: at firft when he fprings up from his impurity, by the wa- 
ters of baptifme and repentance, he growes ftraight and ftrong, 
and fuffers but few interruptions of piety, and his conftant cour- 
fes of religion are but rarely intermitted ; till they afcend up to a' 
full age or towards the ends of their life, then they are weak and yy 
their devotions often intermitted, and their breaches are frequent, 
and they feek excufes, and labour for difpenfations , and love 
God and religion leffe and lefle, till their old age inftead of a crown 
of their vertue and perfeverance ends in levitie and unprofita- 
ble courfes; light and ufeleffe as the tufted feathers upon the cane, 
everie winde can play with it and abufe it, butnomancan make 
it ufefull. When therefore our pietie interrupts its greater and more 
folemn expreflions, and upon the return of the greater offices, and 
bigger folemnities, wee finde them to come upon our. fpirits like | 
the wave of atide, which retired anely becaufe it was naturall fo £ 
to do, and yet came further upon the ftrand at the next rolling: | 
When every new confeflion, every fucceeding communion, eve- 
ry time of feparation for more folemn and intenfe prayer is bet- 
ter {pent and more affectionate, leaving a greater relifh upon the 
{pirit, and poflefhng greater portions of our affections, our rea- 
: ~ fon 
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A fon, and our choice, then we may give God thanks, who hath given| SER. XIvy; 

' f: | Us more grace to ufe that grace, and a bleffing to endeavour ourdu-| 
' |ty,and a bleffing upon our endeavour. . 

4; To.difcern our growth in grace, we muft inquire concer- 
ning our paflions, whether they be mortified and quiet, comply- 
ing with our ends of vertue and undér command. For fince the 
paflions are the matter of vertue and vice refpectively, he that 
hath brought into his power all the ftrengths ofthe enemy, and 
the forts from whence he did infefthim, he onely hath (ecured his 
holy walking with God, But becaufe this thing is never perfectly 
done, and yet mult alwayes bedoing, grace grows according as 
we have finifhed our portions of this wotk, And in this wemuft 

| not onely enquire concerning our paffions, whether they be finfull 
and habitually prevalent: for if they be, weare notin the ftate 
of gracé: But whether they return upon us in violences and un- 
decencies , in tran{portation and unreafonable, and imprudent ex- 
prefhons; for although 4 good man may be incident to a violent 
paffion, and that without fin, yet 4 perfec man is not; a well- 
grown Chriftian hath feldom fuch fufferings; to fuffer fuch things 
forhetimes may ftand with the being of vertue, but not with its 
 fecarity: For if paflions range up and down and tranfport us fre- 
quently and violently, we may keep in our forts, and in our dwel- 
_{ lings, but our enemy is mafter of the field, and our vertues are re- 
ftrained, and apt to be itarved, and will not hold out long ; -4 good 
man may be {potted with aviolence, but @ wife man will not : 
and he that does not adde wifedom to his verte, the knowledge of Fe- 
Jus Chrijt to his vertuous habits, will be agood man but till a ftorm 
comes. But beyond this, inquire after the ftate of your paflions, in 
actions of religion: Some men faft to mortifie their luft, and their 
fafting makes them peevith - fome reprovea vice but they do it with 
much inpatience; fome charitably give excellent counfell, but they 
do that alfo with a pompous and proud fpirit; and paffion being dri. | 
ven from open hoftilities, is forced to march along in the retinue and 
troops of vertue: And although this be rather a deception and a 
cofenage then an imperfection: and fuppofes a ftate of fin rather then 
an imperfect grace: yet becaufe it taeitly and fecretly creeps along 
among the circumftances of pious actions, -asit {poils a vertue in 
fome, fo it leffens it in others, and therefore is confiderable alfoin| 
this queftion. © gs : 7 | 3 
.. And although no man muft take accounts of his beizig ix, or 
out of the fiate of grace, by his being difpaflionate, and free from 
ali the affaults of paffion, yet as to the fecuring his being in the ftate | 
of grace, he muft provide that he be nota flave of paffion, foo} 
declare his growth in grice, he mutt be fure to take the meafures 
of his affections, and fee that they beleffened: more aptto be 
fupprefied: not breaking out to inconvenience and imprudencies, | 
| . not |: 
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Ser, X1V.{ not rifling our fpirit and drawing us from our ufuall and more fober 
| ‘tempers, Try therefore if your fear be turned into caution, your 
juft into chaft friendthips, your imperious {pirit into prudent go- 
yernment, your revenge into juftice, your anger into charity, and 
your peevilhnefle and rage, into filence and fuppreflion of language, 
Is our ambition changed into vertuous and noble thoughts >? can| 
we emulate without envy ? is our covetoufnefie leffen'd into good 
hufbandry, and mingled with alms, that we may certainly difcern 
the love of money to be gone ? do we leave to defpife our inferiours, 
andcao we willingly endureto admit him that exels usin any gift 
or grace whatfoever, and to commend it without abatement, and 
mingling allayes with the commendation, and difparagements to 
theman? If we be arrived but thus farre, it is well, and we mutt 
| gofurther. But we ufe to think that all difaffections of the body 
are removed, if they be changed into the more tolerable, although 
we have not an athletick health, or the {trength of porters or wrett- 
lers: For although it be felicity to be quit of all paffion, that may 
be finfull or violent; and part of the happinefle of heaven thall con- |. 
Git in that freedom 3 ‘yet our growth in grace confiftsin the remifh- 
onandlefleningof our paflions: onely he that is incontinent in his 
luft, or.in his anger, in his defires of money, or of honour, ia his re- 
venge, or in his fear, inhis joyes, or in his forrows, that manisnot 
grownat all in the grace and knowledge of oar Lord Jefus Cbrift : This 
onely; inthe fcrutiny and confequent judgement concerning our | 
paffions, it will concern the curiofity of ourcare, to watch againtt 
patlions in thereflex act; againft pride, or luft, complacency, and 
evithnefle attending upon vertue. For he was noted fora vain 
perfon,who being overjoyed for the cure of his pride(as he thought) 
cried out to his wife, Cerme Dionyfia depefui faftum, bebold 1 bave laid 
afide all my pride: and of that | dream the filly man thought he 
had reafon toboaft; but confidefed not that s¢ was an a& of pride, 
and levity befides, Ifthou haft — anoble prefen: to thy friend, 
it thou haft rejected the unjuft defire of thy Prince; if chou haft en- 
dured thirft and hunger for religion or continence ; if thou baft refu- 
fed an offer like that which was made to Jofeph, fit down and reft in 
thy good confcience, and do not pleafe thy felf in opinions, and | - 
phantaftick noifes abroad, and do not defpife him that did not do fo 
as thou haft done; and reprove no maa with an upbraidmg circum- 
{tance : for it will give thee but an ill return, anda contempuble re- 
ward, if thou fhalt over-lay thy infant-vertue, or drown it with a 
flood of breaft-milk, | cr 
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Of Growth in Grace. 
Part I k 


5 E is well grown in, or towards the ftate of prace, 
who is more patient of a fharp reproof, then of 2 
, fecret flattery. Fora reprehenfion contams fomuth 
C| mortification tothe pride and complacencies of a man; is fo great 
an affront toan eafte and undifturbed perfon, is fo empty of plez-| 
{fure, and fo full of profit, chat he muft needs love vertue in a 
great degree, who can take in that which onely ferves her end, 
and is difpleafantto hinffelf, and all his gayeties, A fevererepre- 
hender of anothers vice, coines drefled ike Jacob whenhe went 
to cozen his brother of thebleffiing : his outfide is roughrand hairy, 
but the voce is Jacobs voice; rough hands, anda healthfulllan-. 
guage get the blefimg, even again{t the will of him that thall feel 
its but he that is patsent, and even, not apt to excufe his fault, 
D! that is leffe apttoanger, or to fcorne him that fnatehes him rudely 
from the flames of hell, heis vertues Confeffor, and fuffers thefe 
le(¥-r ftripes for that intereft which will end im (pirieual! and eternal 
benedictions, | | | 
They who are furious againft their monitors are incorrigible : 
butit is one degree of meeknefle to fuffer difciplme: anda meek 
man cannot eafily be an il man, efpecially inthe prefent inftance: 
he appears, at Jeaft, to have a healthful) conftitutiom; he hath 
good flefh to heal ; his {ptrit is capable of medicme, and that man 
F| can never be defpaired of, who hath adifpofition fo neer his health 
astoimprove all phyfick, and whofe narure is relieved by every | 
good accident from without, But that which I obferve is, Fhat this 
isnot onely a good difpofition towards repentance, and reftitution, | 
bucisa figne of growthtin grace, according asirbecontes nsturall, | 
eafie, and babitaall. Some men chide themfelves for all their 
es Q:3 mif{demean- | 
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Sern,XV. |mifdemeanours, becaufe they would be reprefented to the cen- 

| {ures and opinions of other men, witha fair Charatter, and fuch 
asneed ‘not to be reproved: others outof inconfideration fleep in: 
their own dark rooms, and untill the charity of a Guide, or ofa 
triend draws the curtain and lets in a beam of light, dream on 
untill the graves open, andhell devoursthem; .Butif they be cal- 
led upon by the grace of God, ct down witha fhect of counfels 
{and friendly precepts, they are prefently inclined to.be obedient 
: to the heavenly monitions, but unleffe they be dreffed with cir- 
| cumftances of honour and civility, with arts of entertainment, and 
infinuation they are rejected utterly, or received unwillingly : 
Therefore although upon any termes, to endurea fharp reproof 
be a good figne of amendment; yet the growth of grace is not 
properly fignified by every fuch fufferance: For when this difpo- 
fition begins, amendment alfo' begins, and goes on in proportion 
to the increment of this, To endure a reproof without adding 
a new fin is the firft-{tep to amendments, that is, to endure it| 

without fcorn, or hatred, orindignation, 2. Thenextisto fuf- 
fer reproof without excufing our felves ; For he that is apt to ex- 
cufe himfelf js onely defirous ina civil manner to fet the reproof 
afide, andtoreprefent the. charitable monitour to be too hafty in 
\ bis judgement, and deceived inbis information; and the faultto 
dwellthere, not with himfelf. 3. Thenhe that proceeds in this 
inftance admits the reprovers fermon, or difcourfe without a pri- |. 
/ vate regret: he hath no fecret murmurs, or unwillingneffes tothe 
|bumiliation, but is onely afhamed that he thould Fe ai it: but 
for the reprehenfion it felf, that troubles him riot; but he looks 
on it as his own medicine, and the others charity. 4. Butifto| . 
this he addes, that he voluntary confefles bis own fault, and of 
his own accord vomits out the loads of his own intemperance, 
and eafes his {pirit of the infection, then itis certain he 1s not one- 
ly a profcfled and hearty enemy againft fin, buta zealous, anda 
prudent, and ag active perfon againft all its intereft, and never 
counts himfelf ae eafe but while he refts upon the banks of Sion, 
or at the gates of the temple; never pleafed but in vertue and 
religion: Then he knows the ftate of his foul, and the ftate of 
his danger, he reckons it no obje@tion to be abafedin the face of 
man, fo he may be gracious inthe eyesofGod: And thatsa figne 
of a good grace, andaholy wifdom; That man is grown inthe 
graceof God, and inthe knowledge of our Lord JefusChrift, ‘Fuftus 
in principio fermonis eft accufator fai, {aid the Wife man, The righ- 
beous accufeth himfilf inthe beginning: that is, quickly, left he 
be prevented: And certain it is, he cannot be either wife.or good, 
that had rather havea reall fin within him, then thata good man 
fhould beleeve him to be a repenting finner; that had rather keep 
his crime, then lofe his reputation ; that is, rather to befo, then : 
: € 
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A , bee thought fo, rather be without the favour of God, thenof his; SERMON 
| neighbour. Diogenes once {pied a young man coming out of a XV, 
Tavern, or place of entertainment ; who perceiving himfelf ob- 
ferved by the Philofopher , with fome confufton {tepped back a- 
gain, that he might( if poffible) preferve his fame with that f{e- 
| vere perfon. But Diogenes told him, Quante magis intraverts, tan- 
to magis ¢ris in canponé: Themore you go back, the longer you 
are in the place where you are afhamed tobe feen; and hee that 
concea!s his finne, ftill retains that which he counts his fhame, and 
his burden.. Hippocrates was noted for an ingenuous perfon, that 
he publifhed and confeffed his errour concerning the futures of the 
head ; ‘and all ages fince Saint Auftin have called him pious, for 
writing his book of Retractations, in which he publithed his former: 
ignorances and miftakes, and fo fet his fhame off to the world, in- 
vetted with a garment of modefty, and above half changed before 
they were feen. I did the rather infi(t upon this particular, beeaufe 
it is aconfideration of huge concernment,. and yet much neglected 
in all its inftances and degrees, We neither confelle our thame, 
nor endure it 3 we are privately troubled, and publikely excufe ir; 
we turn charityinto bitternefle, and our reproof into contumacy 
and {corne; and whois there amongft us that can endure a perfo- 
nallcharge? or isnotto be taught his perfonal! duty, by generall 
difcourfings, by parable and apologue, by ats of infinuation and 
wary diftances? but by this {tate of perfons we know the eftate o 


our own f{pirits. | | | 
When God fent his Prophets to the people, and they ftoned 
| them with flones, and fawed thems «funder, and caft them into dun- 
geons, and made thew beegers, the people fell into the condition o 
Babylon, Quam curavimus (7 non eft fanata, Wee healed her ( {aid 
the Prophets ) But shee would not bee cured: Derelinquamus Cam 
thats her doom; let her enjoy her fins, and all the fruits of finne 
‘Jaid up in treafures of wrath again{t the day of vengeance and re- 
tribution, — te} Se a 
6. Hee that is grown in grace, arid the knowledge of Chrift 
efteems no fin to be little or contemptible; none fit to be cherifhed. 
or indulgedto. For it is not onely inconfiftene with the love of 
GOD, to entertain any undecency or beginning of acrime., any 
thing that difpleafes him, but he alwayes remembers how much 
it coft him to arrive at the {tate of good things, whither the grace 
of God hath already brought him: He thinks of the prayers and 
_ | teares, his reftlefle nights, \and his daily fears, his late efcape, and 
his prefent danger, the ruines of his former ftate, and the difficul€ 
and imperfect reparations of thisnew 3 his proclivity and aptnefle | 
to vice, and natural! averfnefle and uneafie inclinations to the 
ftrvtnefle of holy livmg; and when thefe are confidered truely, 
they naturally make a man unwilling to entertaine any begin-| 
: —MQ 33 ie x nings| 
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SERMON |nings of a ftate of life contrary to that which ‘with fo muchdan- ; A 
XV. 


ger and difficulty, through fo many objeGions and enemies he hath 
attained. And the truth is, when a man hath efcaped the dangers 
of his firft {tate of fin, he cannot but be extreamly unwilling to re- 
turn again thither, in which hecan never hope for heaven: ( and fo 
it mult be ) fcr aman muft not flatter himfelf ina {mall crime, and 
fay as Lotdid when he begged a reprieve for Zoar , Alas Lord,. is 
it not alittle one, and my foul fhall live? And itisnot therefore to 
be entertained becaufe it is little; for it is the more without ex- 
cufe, if it be little; che temptations to it arenot great; the allure- 


and a wife man confiders, it isagreater danger to bee overcome 
by a littlefin, then by a greatone; 4 greater danger (I fay) not 
diretly, but accidentally; notin refpe@ of the ime, butin re- 
lationtothe perfon: for he that cannet overcome a {mall crime, is 
inthe ftate of infirmity, fogreat, that he perifhes infallibly, when 
he is arrefted by the fins of a ftronger temptation: But he that 
eafily can, and yet will not; he is in love with fin,. and courts. his 
danger, that he may at leaft kiffe the apples of Paradife, or featt 
himfelf with the parings: fince he is by fome djfpleafing inftru- 


rious of hisnewly trimmed foul, and likea nice perfon with clean 
clothes, is carefull that no fpot or ftain fully the virgin whitenefle 
of his robe: whereas another whofe albes of bapt:{me are fullied 
in many places with the fmoke and filth of Sodom and unclean- 
nefle, caresnotin what pathshetreads, anda fhower of dirt chan- 
ges not his ftate, who already Jies wallowing in the puddles of 
impurity; It makes men negligent and eafie, when they have an 
opinion or certain knowledge that they are perfons extraordinary 


in nothing; that a little care will not mend them; that another | 5 


fincannot make them much worfe: But itis a figne of a tender 
confcience, and a reformed fpirit, when it is fenfible ofevery al- 
teration, when an idle word is. troublefome, when a wandering 
{thought puts the whole fpiritupon its guard; when too free a 
merriment is wiped. off with a figh and a fadthought, and a fe- | 
vere recollection. and a holy prayer: Polycletus was: wont to 
fay , That they had work enough todo, who wereto make acu- 
rious picture of clay and dirt, when they were to take accounts 
for the handling of mud and morter: A mans fpirit is natural] 


carelefle of baferand uncoftly materials; butifamanbeto work, & 


in gold, then he will favethe filings, and his duft, and fuffer not a 
grain toperifh: And whena man hath Jaid his foundations in pre- 
cious ftones, hee will not build vile matter, ftubbleand dirt upon 
it: -So itis inthe {pirit of a man; If he have built upon the rock 
Chrift Jefus, andis grown uptoa good ftature in Chrift, he will 

| not 


ments not mighty ; the promifes not infnaring, the refiftance eafie; | B 


ment affrighted from ‘glutting himfelf with the forbidden fruit, | C 
| in ruder and bigger inftances : » But the well-grown Chriftian is cu- 
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A | noteafily difhonour his building nor'lofe his labours , by anincu- ; 5 ERMON 
rious entertainment of vanities, and little inftances of fin; which 
as they can never fatisfie any luft or appetite to fin; fothey are like 
a.fliein a box of ointment, or like little follies toa wife man, 
they are extreamly full of difhonour and difparagement, they dif- 
array a mans foul of his vertue, and difkonour him for cockle-fhels 
and bables, andtempt to a greater folly : which every man, who 
is grown is the knowledge of Chrift, therefore carefully avoids, 
becaufehe fearsa relapfe, witha fear as great ashis hopes of hea- 
venare, and knows that the entertainment of {mall fins do but en- 
pg | ticeamans refolutions todifband,they unravel and untwitt his holy 
ida and begin in infirmities, and proceed in folly, and end in| . 
eatn, : 
_ 7 Hethatis grown in grace purfues vertue for its own interef, 
purely and fimply without the mixture and allay of collateral de- 
fignes, and equally inclining purpofes ; God in the beginning of our 
returns to him entertains us with promifes and threatnings, the ap-| 
prehenfions of temporall advantages , with fear and fhame, and 
with reverence of friends and fecular refpecs, with reputation 
and coercion of humane laws,and at firft men {natch at the leffer and 
C | lower ends of vertue. and fuch rewards are vifible, and which God 
fometimes gives in hand to entertain our weak, and imperfect de- 
fires, The young Philofopbers were very forward to get the pre-| . 
cepts of their fect, and the rules of feverity, that they might dif- 
courfe with Kings, not that they might reform their own man- 
nerss and fome men ftudy to get the ears and tongues of the peo- 
ple, rather then to gain their fouls toGod: and they obey good 
laws, for fear of punifhment, or to preferve their own peace; and 
fome are worfe, they do. good deeds out of {pite, and preach Chri/} 
ont of envie, or to leffenthe authority and fame of others: fome 
D | of thefe lefienthe excellency of the act, others {poil it quite: itis 
in fome, imperfect; in others , criminal 5 in fome. it is confiltent} 
with a beginning infant-grace, in others it is an argument of the 
{tate of finand death : but in all cafes, the well-grown Chriftian he| 
that improves or goes forward in his way.to heaven, bringsver- 
tue forth, notinte difcourfes and panegyricks, but into his life and | 
manners; his vertue although it ferves many good ends acci-| 
dentally, yet by his intention it onely fupprefles his inordinate 
paflions, makes him temperate and chaft, cafts out his devils of} 
f& | drunkenneffe and luft, pride and rage, malice and revenge; it 
makes him ufeful to his brother and a fervant of GOD; and a]J- 
though thefe flowers cannot chufe but pleafe his eye, and delight 
his fmell, yet he chufes to gathet honey, and licks up the dew 
of heaven, and feats his {pirit upon the Manna, and dwels not 
in the collateral ufages, and accidental {weetnefles which dwell at 
the gates of the other fenfes, but likea Beeloads his thighes with 


war 
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S ERMCN | wax and his bag with honey ; that is, with the ufefull parts of ver- A 
XV. | tae in order to holinefle and felicity; Of which the beft fignes 
and notices we can take will be; If weasearneftly purfue vertues 
which are acted in private, asthofe whofe {cence lies in publike ; if 
we prayin private, under the onely eye of God and his miniftring 
Angels. asin Churches; if we give our almesin fecret rather then 
in publike; if wetake more pleafure in the juft fatisfa@ion of our 
confciences, and fecuring our reputation; if wee rather purfue in- 
nocence then feekan excufe; if wee defire to pleafe God, though | | 
wee lofe our fame with men, if weebe juftto the pooreft fervant | 
as tothe greateft Prince, if we chufe to be among the jewels of. p 

- | God, though we bethe ceis3¢puer, the'off-fcouring of the world; 
if when we are fecure from witnefles, and accufers, and not obnoxi- 

| ous tothe notices. of thelaw, we think our felves obliged by con- 
{cience, and pradtife, and live accordingly; then our fervices and 
intentions in vertue are night, then we are paft the twilights of con- 
verfion, and the umbrages of the World, and walk inthe light of 
God, of his word, and of his Spirit, of grace, and reafon, as be- 
cometh not babes, but wen in Chri Jefe. Yn this proprefle of grace 
I have not yet exprefled, that perfect perfons fhould ferve GOD ' 
out of mere love of God and the Divine excellencies, without the C 
confiderations of either heaven or hell; fucha thing as that is talk- | 
ed of in myfticall Theolegie, And I doubt not but many good 
perfons come to that growth of Charity, that the goodnefle and ex- 

‘| cellency of God are more incumbent and actually preffing upon 
their {pirit then any confiderations of reward : But then | fhall adde 
this; that when perfons come to that height of grace(or contempla- 
tion rather .) and they love God for himfelf, and do their dutiesin 
order tothe fruition of him and his pleafure, «/¢#bet, is but heaven 
in another fence, and under another name; juft as the myfticall 
Theology is the higheft duty, and the choiceft parts of obedience D 
under a new method: bur inorder tothe prefeat, that which I call 
a fignification of our growth in grace,.isa purfuance of vertue up- 
on fuch reafons as are propounded to us, as motives in Chriftiani- 
ty (fuchas are to glorifie God, and to enjoy his promifes in the 
way, and,in our countrey, to avoid the difpleafure of Cod, and to 
be united to his glories ) and then to exercife vertue in fuch parts 
and to fuch purpofes as are ufefull to good life, and profitable to 
our neighbours; notto fuch onely where they ferve reputation, | 
or fecularends. For though the great Phyfitian of our fouls hath 
mingled profits and pleafures with vertue to make its chalice {weet 
and apt to bee drank off, yet hee that takes out the {weet ingre-| 
dient, and feafts his palate with the leffe wholfome part, becaufe it; 
is delicious, fervesa low end of fenfeor intereft, but ferves not 
GOD atall; and as little does benefit tothe foul: fuch a perfon is 
like Homers bird,deplumes himfelf to feather all the naked callows 

| that 
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A | that he fees,and holds a taper that may light others to heaven, while SER. XV. 
he burns his own fingers: but a well-grown perfon;out of habit and os 
choice, out of love of vertue and juft intention goes on his jour- 
ney in ftraight wayes to heaven, even when the bridle and coercion 
of laws, or the {purs of intereft or reputation are aid afide, and 
defires witnefles of his actions, not that he may advance his fame, 


but for reverence and fear, and to make it {till more neceflary todo 

| holy things. : ae 
8. Some men there are inthe beginning of their holy walking 
with God, and while they are babesin Chrift, who are prefently 
B | bufied in delights of prayers, and rejoyce in publick communion, | 
 |andcoune all folemn affemblies, fe(tival ; but as they are pleafed| 
with them, fo they can eafily be without them; It is a figne of a 
common and vulgar love onely to be pleafed with the company 
of a friend, and to be as well without him, amoris as mor fun 
qui vere fenferit, he that ha’s felt the ftings ofa fharp and very dear 
affeCtion is impatient in the abfence of his beloved objec, the foul 
that is fick and {wallowed up with holy fire loves nothing elfe; all 
pleafures elfe feem unfavoury, company is troublefome, vifitors 
are tedious, homilies of comfort are flat and ufelefle. The plea- 
C | fures of vertue toa good and perfect man are not like the per- 
fumes of Nard Piftick, which is very delightfull when thebox is 
newly broken, but the want of itisno‘trouble; weare well e- 
nough without it 5 but vertue is like basger and thirft , it 
mutt be fatisfied or we die; and whenwe feel great longings af- 
ter religion, and faintings for want of holy nutriment, when a fa-| 
mine of the word and facraments is more intolerable » and we} 
think our felves really moft miferable, when the Church doors 
are fhut again{t us, or like the Chriftians in the perfecution of the 
Vandals, who thought it werfe then death, that their Bifhops were | 
pH | taken from them; If we underftand excommunication,or Church- 
| cenfures ( abating the difreputation and fecular appendages ) in thé 
fenfe of the {piritto be a mifery next tohell it elf, then we have 
made a good progreffe in the Charity and grace of God; till then 
we are but pretenders, or infants, or imperfect, if the fame de- 
gree In which our affeCtions are cold, and our defires remifle; For 
a conftant and prudent zeal is the beft teftimony of our mafcu- 
line and vigorous heats, and an houre of fervour is more plea- 
fing to God then a moneth of luke-warmnefle , and indif- 
ferency. : _ 
9. But as fome are active onely in the prefence of 2 good objec, 
E | but remiffe and carelefle for the want of it, fo onthe other fide, an 
| infant grace is fafe in the abfence of a temptation, ‘but falls eafily, 
when itis in prefence : He therefore that would underftand if he | 

be grownin grace, may confiderif his fafty confitts onely in peace, 
orin the firength of the pirit. tis good that we will not feek out ! 
: | oppor- 4 
Te 
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opportunities to fin; bat are not wetoo apprehenfiveof it, when 
it is prefented ? or do we not fink uader when it prefles us ? can we 
hoid our tapers neer the flames and aot fuck it in greedily like 
Nuphtha or prepared Ntre? or caa we like the children of thecap- 
tivity walk tn the mid{t of flames ard net be fcarched or confu- 
med? Many men will nor ( like Judah) go into bigh wayes and 
untie the girdles of barlots; Butcan you reject the importuaity of 


_|abeauteous and an imperious Lady, as Jofeph did we had need pray 


‘that we be not Lead intatemptation ; that is, notenely tnto the pof- 
tetbon, but not into the allurementa and neighbour-hood of it, left 


| by little and litde our {troageft refolutions be untwift, and crack 


in (under like an eafie cord fevered into fimgle threds - but if we 
by the necefliry of our lives, and manner of living. dwell where a 
tein ptation will aflauls us, then te refift, is the figne of a great graces, 
but fuchafigne, that without it, the grace turns into wantonnetle, 
and the man intoabeaft, and an Angel intoa Devil. KR, Mofes 
will not alow a manto be a true penitent untill be hath. left all his 
fin, and in ali the like circumf{tances refufes thofe temptations un- 
der which formerly. he finned. and died: and indeed ite may hap-~ 
pen that fuch atryall onely can fecure our judgement concerning 
our felves: and alrhough to-be tried in all che fame aceidents be 
not fafe, nor allwayes contiagent,. and ia fuch cafes it is fuffictent 
to refift all che teasptations we have,asdavoid the reft and decree 
again{tall, yet if ic pleafe.God we are tempted, as David was by 
his eyes, or the Martyrs. by tortures, or Jofeph by his wanton 
Mi(tris, then to ftand fure and to ride upon the temptation like 
a (hip upon:a wave, or to ftand likea rock in an impetuous ftorm, 
thats the figne of a great grace and. of a well-grown Chri- 
{tian. | 

10, Nomanis grownin grace but he that is ready for every 
work, thatchoofes not his emyloymeat, that refufes ne impoli- 
tion from God. or his {uperiour; aready hand, an obed:ent heart, 
and a willing checrful foul in all the werk of Ged and in every 
office of religion isa great sadex of agood proficient im the wayes 
of Godlinefle> The heart of aman is like a wounded hand or 


(till half in health, and half wounded: {fo is oun {pirit; if it be 
apt for prayer and clofe-fifted in almes,. if it be found in faieh and 
deadin charity, ifitbe religious to God and unjuft to our neigh- 
bour, there wants fome integaal-part,. or there isa lamenefle > and 
the deficency in: any one duty implyes. the guilt of all ( {aid Saint 
James )and fesse integracau[s, malym ex qualibcs particular, e- 
very fault {poilsa grace. But ene grace alone cannot makea good 
man. But as to be univerfal: in eur obedience isnecefiary to the 


the 


arme, which if it be fo cured that i¢can opely move one way, and | 
_ {eannotturn to all poftures and natural: ufes, it is but imperfect, and 


E 
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the better to the worfe, from the honorable tothe poor, from ufe-, Ser. XV, 
| fulleo feemingly unprofitable, isa good Character of a well-grown 
Chriftian, if he rakesthe worft part with indifferency anda {pi- 
rit equally choofing all the events of the divine providence, Can 

ou be content to defcend from ruling of a province to the keeping 
ofaherd: from the work of an Apoftle to be confined into a pri- 
fon, from difputing before Princes toa converfation with Shep- 
herds? can you be willing toall that God is willing, and fuffer 
all thathe choofes as willingly asif you had chofen your own for- 
tune? In the fame degree, in which you can conformto God, 
in the fame you have approached towards that perfection whi- 
ther we muft by degrees arrive in our journey towards 
heaven. 

This is not to be expected of beginwers ; for they mutt be enticed 
with apt imployments; and it may be, their office and work fo 
fits their {pirits, that iemeakesthem firft inlove withir, and then 
with God for giving it; and many a man goes to heaven in the 
dayes of peace, whole faith, and hopes, and patience would have 
been dafhed in pieces, if he had fallen into a ftorm or perfecution. 
Oppreffion will make a wife man mad (faith Solomon): there are 
fome ufages that will puta fober perfon out ofall patience, fuch 
which are befides the cuftomes of this life, and contrary to all his 
hopes, and unworthy of a perfon of his quality: and when Nero 
durft not die, yet when his fervants told him that the Senators had 
condemned him to be put to death more Mejoram, that is, by {courg- 
ing like a flave, he was forced into a preturnatural confidence, and 
fell upon his own {word ; but when God fo changes thy eftate that 
thou art fallen into accidents to which thou art no otherwife di- 
{pofed, but by grace and a holy fpirit, and yet thou canft pafle 
through them with quierneffe, and do the work of fuffering as well 
asthe works of protperous imployment; this is an argument ofa 
great grace and an extraordinary {pirit. For many perfons ina 
change of fortune perifh, who if they had ftill been profperous | 
had gone to prifon; being tempted ina perfecution to perjuries 
and Apoftacy and unhandfom compliances, and hypocrify, and 
irreligion: and many men are brought to vertue, and to God, and | 
to felicity, by being perfecuted aad made unprofperous: and 
thefe are effects of a more abfolute and irrefpective predeftinae 
tion; but when the grace of God is great and prudent, and mafcu- | 
line, and well-grown, it is unalterd in all changes, fave onely that 
every accident that is new and violent brings him neerer toGod, 
and makes him with greater caution and feverity to dwell in} 
vertue, | OO 
11. Laftly, fome there are whoare firme in all great and fore- 
feen changes, and have Jaid up in the ftore-houfes of the fpirit | 


Cresfon and religim) arguments and difcourfes enough to — | 
them 


a 
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them againft all violencies and ftand at watch fo much , that| A 
they are {afe where they canconfider, and deliberate; but there 
may be fomething wanting yet; and in the direct line, in the ftrait 
progrefie to heaven, | call that an infallible figne of a great grace, 
and indeed the greateft degree of a great grace, when a manis pre+ 
pared again{t {udden invafions of the fpirit, furreptions and ex- 
temporary aflaules: Many a valiant perfon dares fight a battel, who 
yet will be timorous and furprifed in a mid-night alarme; or if he 
fallsinto ariver; And how many difcreet perfons are there, who, 
if you offer them a fin, and give them time toconfider, and tell 
them of ie before hand, will rather die then be perjured, or tell] p 
a deliberate lie, or breaka promife; who ( it maybe ) tellmany 
fudden lies, and excufe themfelves, and break their promifes, 
and yet think themfelves fafe enough; and {leep without either 
affrightments, or any apprehenfion of difhonour done to their per- 
fons or their religion, Every manisnot armed for all fudden ar- 
re{ts of paffions: few men have caft fuclffetters upon their Jults 
and have their paffionsin fo {tri& confinement, thatthey may not 
be over-run with a midnight flood, or an unlooked for inundation; 
He that does not ftart when heis {mitten fuddenly, is a conftant 
perfon: and that is it which I intend in this inftances; thatheis| C 
a perfect man and well grown in grace, who hath fo habitual-a 
refolution, and fo unhafty and wary a {pirit, asthathe decrees up- 
Jon no act before he hath confidered maturely, and changed the 
\fudden occafion into a fober counfel. David by chance {pied 
Bathfheba wafhing her felf, and being furprifed, gave his heart 
away before he could confider, and when it was once gone, 
it was hard to recover its and fometimes a man is betrayed by a 
fudden opportunity and all things fitted for his fim ready at the 
door; the act ftands inall itsdrefle, and will not ftay for anan- 
{wer 3; and inconfideration is the defence and guard of the fin, 
and makes that his confcience can the more eafie {wallow it; what 
fhall the man do then? unleffe he be {trong by his old ftrengths, 
by agreat grace, by an habitual vertue, anda fober unmoved 
{pirit, he falls and dies in the death and hath no new ftrengths 5 
but fuch as are to be imployed for his recovety ; none for his pre- 
‘|fent guard; unleffle upon the old ftock, and ifhe bea well-grown 
-Cbriftian. oe : | 
Thefe are the parts, acts, and offices of our growing in grace, 
and yet I have fometimes called them fignes; but they are fignes, as 
eating and drinking are fignes of life, they are /ignes foas alfo they | E 
are parts of life; and thefe are parts of our growth in grace, fo thata 
man can grow in gracetono other purpole but to thefe or the like 
improvements. | 
Concerning which I have a caution or two to interpofe. 1, The 
growth of graceis to be eftimated as other moral things are, = 
| accord- 


! 
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SF ae earn cA NP ie ad ain ne eA 
A according to the growth of things naturall: Grace doe’ not grow | Str, XV. 
by obfervation, and a continuall efflux, and a conftane Proportion: 
and a man cannot call himfelf to the account for the growth of 
every day, or weck, or moneth: but in the greater portions of 
our life, in which we have had many occafions and inftances to 
exercife and improve our vertues, we may call our felvesto ac- 
count: butitisa {nare to our confciences to be examined inthe 
growth of grace in every fhort revolution of folemn duty, as again{t 
every Communion, or great Feftival, 2, Growth in grace is not 
alwayes to be difcerned either im /imgle inffances, or in fingle gra- 
B | ces. Not in fingle inftances: for every time weare to exercifea 
vertue, we are not in the fame natural! difpofitions,nor do we meet 
with the fame circumftances, and it is not alwayes neceflary that 
the next a&@ fhould be more earneft and intenfe then the former: 
all fingle ads are tobe done after the manner of men, and there- 
fore are not alwayes capaole of encreafing; andthey have their 
times beyond which rd cannot eafily fwell: and therefore if it 
bea good aé& and zealous, it may proceed from a well-grown 
grace, and yet a younger and weaker perfon may do fome atts as 
preat and as religious asit; But neither do fingle — al wayes 
¢ | afford a regular and certain judgement inthis affair, for fome 
perfons at the firft, had rather die then be unchaft, or perjured: 
and greater love then this no man bath, that be lay down bis life for 
God: he eannot eafily grow in the fubftance of that a@t: and if 
other perfons, or himfelf, in procefle of time do it more cheer ful- 
ly, or with fewer fears, itis not alwayes a figne of a greater grace, 
but fometimes of — collateral! affiftances, ora better habit of 
body, or more fortunate circumftances: for he that goes to the 
block tremblingly for Chrift, and yet endures his death certainly, 
andendures his trembling too, and runs through all his infirmi- 
ties and the bigger temptations; looks not fo well many timesin 
the eyes of men, but fuffers more for God, then thofe confident 
Martyrs that courted death in the primitive Church; and therefore 
may : much dearer inthe eyes of God: But that which I fay in 
this particular, is thata fmallnefle in one, is not an argument of 
the imperfection of the whole eftate: Becaufe God does not al- 
wayes five to every man occafions to exercife, and therefore not 
te smprove every grace; and the paflive vertues of a Chriftian are 
not to be expected to grow fo faftin profperous, asin fuffering 
Chriftians: but in this cafe we are to take accounts of our felves by | 
the improvement of thofe graces which God makes to happen oft 
E | tenin our lives; fuch as arecharity and temperance itt young men, 
liberty and religion in aged perfons, ingenuity and humilicy in 
{chollers, jufticein merchants and artificers, forgivenefle of inju- 
ries in great men, and perfons tempted by law-fuits; for fince ver- 
tues grow like other moral habits, by - diligence, and — 
: there 
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there where God hath apppointed our work and in our inftances, | 
there we muft confider concerning our growth in grace, in other 
things we are but beginners : But it is not likely that God will trie us 
concerning degrees hereafter, in fuch things of which in this world 
he was {paring to give us opportunities. 

3. Becarefull to obferve that thefe rules are not all to be under- 
{toad acgatively, but poftively, and affirzeatively , that is, that a 
man may conclude that he is grown ingraccif he obferves thefe 
characters in himfelf, which I have here diicourfedof; but he muft 
not conclude segative/y, that heis not grown in grace, if he cannot 
ob‘erve fuch fignall teftimonies - for fometimes God covers the 
graces of hisfervants, and hides the beauty of his tabernacle with 
| goats hair, and the fkins ofbeafts, that he may rather fuffer them 
{to want prefentcomfort, then the grace ofhumilitys for itis not 
neceflary to preferve the gayeties and their {pirituall pleafures; but 
lif their humility fails, ( which may eafily — the funfhine of 

con{picuous and illuftrious graces ) their®vertues and themfelves 
perifh in a fad declenfion. But fometimes men have not fkiil to 
makea judgement; and all this di/courfe feems too artificiall to be 
tried by, inthe hearty purpofes of religion. Sometimes they let 
pafle much of their life, even of their becter dayes, without ob- 
fervance of particulars; fometimes their cafes of con{cience are in- 
tricaté, or allayed with unavoidable infirmities ; fometimes they 
are fo uninftructed in the more fecret parts of religion, and there 
are {o many illufions and accidental mi(cariages, that if we {hall con- 
clude negatively in the prefent Queftion, we may prceduce {cruples 
infinite, but underftand nothing more of our eftate, and do much 
lefle of our duty. | _ a 

4. Inconfidering concerning ovr growthin grace, let us take 
more care to confider matters that concern juftice, and charity, | - 
then that concern the vertue of religion; becaufe inthis there may 
bemu:h, inthe other there cannot eafily be «xy il/effon,. and cofe- 
nage. Thatisa good religion that beleeves, and tru{ts, and hopes 
in God through Jefus Chrift, and for his fake does alll juftice, and all 
charity, that hecan; and our Bleffed Lord gives no other defcripti- 
on of love to God, but obedience and keeping his commandements: 
Juftice and charity are like the matter, religion is the form of Chri- 
{tianity ; but alchough the form be more noble and the principle 
of life, yet itis lefle difcernable, lefie materiall, and leffe fenfible ; 
‘| and we Judge concerning the form by the matter, and by matertall 
accidents, and by a@iions: and{o we muftof our religion, thatts, 
of our love to God, and of the efficacy of our prayers, and the ufe- 
fulnefle of our faftings : we muft make our judgements by the more 
materiall parts of our duty, that is, by fobriety, and by juftice, and 
by charity. | | 

I am much prevented in my intention for the ‘seas St 
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you, that to thefe parts and actions of good life, or of our 
growth in grace, fome have added fome accidental! confidera- 
tions, which are rather fignes then parts of it: Suchare. 1. To 
praife all good things, and to ftudy to imitate what wee praife. 
2. To be impatient that any man fhould excell us; not out of 
envieto the perfon, but of noble emulationto the excellencie ; 
For fo Themiftocles could not fleep after the great victory at 
Marathon purchafed by Miltiades, till he had made himfelf il- 
luftrious by equall fervices tohis Countrey. 3. The bearing of 
ficknefle patiently, and ever with improvement, and the ad- 
dition of fome excellent principle . and the firm purfuing it. 
4. Great devotion, and much delight in our prayers. 5. Fre- 
quent infpirations, and often whifpers of the Spirit of God prom- 
pting us to devotion, and gbedience, efpecially if we adde to this, 
4 conftant and ready obedience to all thofe holy invitations, 
6, Offering peace to: them that have injured me, and the aba- 
ting of the citcumftances of honour, or of right, when either 
juftice, or charity, is concerned in it, 7. Love to the brethren. 
8. To behold our companions, or our infertours full of honour 
and fortune; and if we fit ftill at home and murmure not, or i 
we can rejoyce both in theirhonour, and our own quiet, thats 
a fair work of a good man; And now 9g. Afterall this, I will 
not trouble you with reckoning a freedom from being tempted, 
not onely from being overcome, but from being tried: for though 
that be a rare felicity, and hath in it much fafety, yet it hath 
lefle honour and fewer inftances of vertue, ‘unlefle it proceed from 
a confirmed and heroicall grace; which is indeed a little image 
of heaven, and of a celeftiall charity ; and never happens fignally 
to any, but to ald.and very eminent perfons. 10. But fome 
_| alfoadde anexcellent habit of body and material! paffions, fuch 


{as are chaft and vertuous dreams, and fuppofe chit as a difeafe 


_abufes the fancy, and a vice does prejudice it; fo may an ex- 
cellent vertue of the foul fmooth and Calcine the body, and make 
it ferve perfectly, and without rebellious indifpofitions. 11. Others 
-| are in love with Mary Magdalens tears, and fancy the hard knees 
of Saint James, and the fore eyes of Saint Peter, andthe very 
recreations of Saint John. Prcb! quans virtute predites omnia de- 
cent! thinking all things become a good man; even his geftures 
and little incuriofities: And though this may proceed from 4 
great love of vertue, yet becaufe fome men do thus much and no 
more, and this is tobe attributed to the luftre of vertue, which 
fhinesa little chorow a mans eye-lids, though he perverfely winks 
again{tthe light; yet asthe former of thefe two ts too Metaphy- 
ficall ; fo is the later too Phantafticall: he that by the fore-going 


materiall parts and proper fignifications of a growing grace does 
| R 2 not 
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fo very materiall confideration: I fhall therefore onely tell) SERMON 
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Sar, XV. | not underftand his own condition, muftbee content to work on{ A 
: {till sper tota® materiam, wihout:confiderations of particulars ; 
he muft pray earneftly , and watch diligently, and confult with 
prudent Guides, and afk of God great meafures of his Spirit, and 
hunger and thir/t after righteoufwefe: . for hee that does fo, fhall 
certainly bee fatusfied: and if be underftandsnot his prefent good 
condition, yet if he be not wanting in the down-right endeavours 
of piety, and in hearty purpofes,; hee fhall then finde that hee is 
grown in grace, when he fprings upin the refurrection of the juft, 
and fhall be ingrafted upon a tree of Paradife, which beareth fruit 
for ever, Glory to God, rejoycing to Saints and Angels, and eternal] 
felicity to hisown pious, though undifcernipg foul, 


| Prima fequentem, honeftum eft in fecundis 
| «ant berbijs confifitre. Cicero, 
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~ Sermon. XVI 
Of Growth in Sinne, 


OR 
The feverall ftates and degrees of Sinners, 
WITH 


The manner how they are to be treated. 
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Jude Epift. Ver, 23, 23. 


And of fome have compaffion, making adifference: * And 
others fave with fear, pulling them out of the fire. 


An hath but one entrance into the world, but 
a thoufand wayesto pafle from thence; and as 
it is inthe naturall, fo itis inthe {pirituall ; 
nothing but the union of faith and obedience 
i can fecure our regeneration, and our new 
HW birth, and can bring us to fee the light of hea- 
| ven: but there are a thoufand paflages of turn- 
ing into darknefle; and it isnot enough that 
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our bodies are expofed to fo many fad infirmities and difhonoura-. 

ble imperfections, unleffe our foul alfo be a fubje& capable of 

fo many difeafes, follics, irregular paffions,falfe principles, accurfed 
R 3 


3 habits : 
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S ERMON | habits and degrees of perverfnefle, that the very kindesof them A. 
are reducible to a method, and make up the part of a {cience: 
There are variety of ftages and defcents to death; as there 
‘are diverfity of torments, and of fad regions of mifery in bell, 
which is the centre and kingdom of forrows. But that wee may 

a little refrefh the fadneff:s of this confideration; for every cme of 
| thefe ftages of fin, God hath meafured out a proportion of mercy; | 
forif fin abounds, grace fhall much moreabound, and Goc| hath 
concluded all under Gin, not with purpofes to deftroy us, but, Ut 
omniuus miferestur, that be wight have mercy upon all, that light 
may break forth from the deepeft inclofures of darkneffe, and 
mercy may rejoyce upon the receflions of juftice, and grace may 
"| triumph upon the ruines of fin, and God may be glorified in the mi- 
racles of our converfion, and the wonders of our prefervation, 
and glories of our being faved. There is no ftate of fin, but if 
we be perfons capable ( according to Gods method of healing ) of 
receiving antidotes, we hall finde a fheet of mercy {pread over our 
wounds and nakedneffe. If our difeafes be fmall, almoft neceflary, 
{carce avoidable, then God does, and fo we are commanded to 
cure them, and cover them witha vail of pity, compaffion, and 
gentle remedies: If our evils be violent, inveterate, gangrened,| ¢ 
andincorporated into our nature by evil cuftomes, they mutt bee 
pulled from the flames of hell with cenfures, and cauteries, and 
punifhments, and fharpremedies, quickly and rudely 5 their dan- 
ger is prefent and.fudden, its effect is quick and intolerable, an 
there is no foft counfels then to beentertained; they are already 
in the fires but they may be faved for all that; fo great, fo infinite, 
fo miraculous is Gods mercy, that he will not give a finner over, 
though the hairs of his head be finged with the flames of hell; 
Gods defires of having us to be faved continte, even when we be- 
| gin to be damned 5 even till we will not be faved, and aga be- 
yond Gods method, and all che revelations of hiskindnefle, | And | 
certainly that isa boldanda mighty finner whofe iniquity is {weld 
beyond all the bulk and heap of Gods revealed loving kindnefle: 
| If fin hath fweld beyond grace, and fuperabounds over it, that fin 
is gone beyond the meafures of a man; fuch a perfon is removed 
beyond all the malice of humane nature, inta the evil and fpite of 
Devils, and accurfed fpirits; there is no greater fadnefle in the 
world then this.. God hath not appointed a remedy in the vaft 
treafures of grace for fome men, and fome fins; they have finned 
like the falling Angels; and having over-run the ordinary evil 
inclinations of their nature, they are. without the prote@ion of 
the Divine mercy; and the conditions of that grace which was| . 
defigned to fave all the world, and was fufficient to have faved) 
_ |ewenty. Thisisacondition to be avoyded with the care of GOD 
| and his Angels, and all the whole induftry of man. In order to 


which 


lates and degrees of finners, Qc. | 199 
which end my purpofe now is to remonftrate to you the feverall | S ERMoN 
{tates of fin, and death, together with thofe remedies which God} XVI, 
had proportioned out tothem, that we may obferve the evils of the 
Jeaft, and fo avoid the intolerable mifchiefs of the greater, even of 
thofe fins which {till are within the power and poflibilities of reco- 
very, left infenfibly we fall into thofe fins and into thofe circumftan- 
cesof perfon for which Chrift never: died, which the Holy Ghoft 
never means to cure, and which the eternal Gad never will pardon; 
for there are of this kinde, more then commonly men imagine, 
whileft they amufe their fpirits with gaieties and falfe principles, 
till chey have run into horrible impieties, from whence they 
are not willingto withdraw their foot, and God is refolyed never 
to {natch and force them thence, 
i. | of fome have compaffion | and thefe I thall reduce to four 
heads or orders of men and actions; all which have their proper 
cure proportionable to their proper ftate, gentle remedies to the 
leffer irregularities of the foul. The firft are thofe that fin without 
obfervation of their particular ftate; either becaufe they are un- 
intruded in the {peciall cafes of confcience, or becaufe they do an 
evil againft which there isno exprefle commandment, It isa fad 
calamity, that there are fo many millions of men and women that 
are entred into a ftate of ficknefle and danger, and yet are made to 
beleeve they are in perfect health ; and they doactions concerning 
which they never made a queftion whether they were juft or no; 
nor were ever taught by what namestocallthem. For while they 
obferve that msode/?y is{ometimes abufed by a falfe tame, and cal- 
led clon:nifhe(fe. and wast of breeding 5 ad coxtentedne(fe and tempe- 
rate living is {ulpected to be want of courage and xoble thoughts ; 
and feversty of life iscalled smprudent and anfocsable; and fimplici- 
ty and hearty honefty is counted foolih and xmpolitike, they are ea- 
fily tempted to honour prodigality and foclifh diffolution of their \ 
eftates with the title of liberal and noble ufages; timoroufneffeis cal- 
led caution, rafbneffeis called quickne(fe of {berit ; covetoune/f2, is fra- 
gality; emoren{ne(fe is fociety and gentile; peevifbmeffe and anger is 
courages, flattery is bumane atd courteous, and underthefe falfe vails 
vertue {lips away (like truth from under the hand of them that 
fight for her .) and leave vices drefled up withthe fameimagery,and|  ° 
the fraud not difcovered, till the day of recompences , when men 
are diftinguifhed by their rewards. But fo men think they fleep free- 
ly when their {pirits are loaden with a Lethargie, and they call 
a HeGtick-feaver the vigour of a naturall heat, till nature changes 
thofe leffe difcerned {tates into the notorious images of death. 
Very many men never confider whether they fin or no in 10000, 
of their ations, every one of which is very difputable ; and donot 
think they are bound to confider: thefe menare tobe pitied and 
inftru@ed, they are to bee called upon to ufe religion like a daily 


diet; 
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chifme enlarged ; teach them, and makethem fenfible and they are 
cured. 

But the other in this place are more confiderable: Men fin with- 
out obfervation,becaufe their actions have no reftraint of an ex prels 
Commandment, no letter of the Jaw tocondemn them by anex- 
pretie fentence. And this happens, when the crimeis eomprehen- 
ded under a general] notion without the inftancing of particulars 5 
forif you fearch over all the Scripture you fhall never finde inceft 
named and marked with the black character of death; and there 
are divers forts of uncleannefle, to which Scripture therefore gives 


SERMON | diet; their confciences muft bee made tender, and their Cate- A 


no name, becaufe fhe would have them have no being; And it | 


had been neceflary that God fhould have defcribed al! particulars, 
and all kindes, if hee had not given reafonto man. For fo itis fie 
that a guide fhould point out every turning, ifhe be to teach a child, 
or a foolto return under his fathers roof: Buthe that bids us a+ 
void intemperance for fear of a feaver, fuppofes you to be fuffici- 
ently inftru@ed that you may avoid the plague; and when to look 
upon a woman with luft is condemned, it will not be neceflary to 
adde, you muft not do more, when even the leaft is forbidden: and 


when to uncover the nakednefle of Noah brought an univerfall ! - 


plague upon the pofterity of Cham, it was not neceflary that the | 


Law-giver fhould fay, ycu muft not afcend to your fathers bed, or 
draw the curtains from your fitters retirements. When the Atheni- 
ans forbad to tranfport figs from Athens,there was no need to name 
the gardens of Alcibiades, much leffe was it neceflary to adde, that 
Chabrias fhould fend no plantsto Sparta, Whatfoever is compri- 
fed under the generall notion, and partakes of the common nature, 
and the fame iniquity, needs no {peciall prohibition, unlefle we 
think-wecan mock God and elude his holy precepts with an abfurd 


—_ 


trick of miftaken Logick. Iam fure that will not faye us harm- 


leffe from a thunderbolt. - 

2. Men fin without an exprefle prohibition, when they commit 
athing that is /ske a forbidden evi]. And when Saint Paul had recko- 
ned many works of the flefh, he addes [ asd _fuch like } all that have 
the fame unreafonableneffe and carnality. For thus, Polygamy is 
unlawfull;for if it be not lawfull for a Chriftian to put away his wife 
and marry another (unleffe for adultery ) much lefle may he keep 
a firft and take a fecond, when the firft is not put away; Ifa 
Chriftian may not be drank with wine, neither may he be drunk 


with paffion ; if he may not kill his neigbour, neither then muft he 


tempthimto finne 5 for that deftroyes him more: if he may not, 


wound him, then he may not perfwade him to intemperance, and 
a drunken feaver ; if i¢be not lawfull tocozena man, much lefle 
isit permitted that hee makea mana fool, anda beaft, and expo- 
fedto every mans abufe, and to all ready evils) And yet men are 


taught 


flates and degrees of finners,yve. | 20% 
A taught to ftart at the one half of thefe, and make no con{cience | SER. XVI 
| of the other half; whereof fome have a greater bafenefle then -_ 
si other that are named, and all have the fame unreafonable- 
nefie. | 
_3- A manis guilty, even when nolaw nameshis action, if he 
does any thing that isa caufe, or an effec, a part or unhandfome ad- 
junc of a forbidden inftance; he that forbad all intemperance, isas 
much difpleafed with the infinite of foolith talk that happens at fuch | 
meetings, as he isatthe {poiling of the drink, and the deftroying 
the health. If God cannot endure wantonnefle, how can he fuffer 
B | lafcivious dreflings, tempting circum {tances, wanton eyes high diet ? 


If idlenefle be a fin, then all immoderate mif, pending of our time, all 
long and tedious games, all abfurd contrivances how to throw away 
a precious hour, anda day of /alvation alfo, are againft God, and a- 
gainit Religion. He that is commanded to be charitable, it is alfoin« 
tended he fhould not {pend his money vainly, but bea good-huf- 
band, and provident, that he may be able to give to the: poor, ashe}: 
would be to purchafe a Lordthip, or pay his Daughters portion: | 
and upon this ftock it is that Chriftian religion forbids jeering, and 
immoderate laughter, and reckons je/ings amongit the things that 
C | 47¢ wnfeemly, This alfo would be confidered. - _ * a 
4. Befides the exprefle laws of our Religion, -there is an uni- 
ver fall Jine and limit to our paffions and defignes, which is called the 
analogie of Chriftianity; that is, the proportion of its fandity and 
ftrictnefle of his holy precepts. Thisisnot forbidden, but does 
this become you? sit decent to feea Chriftian live in plenty and 
"| eafe, and heap up money, and neverto partake of Chrifts p:flions: 
there iso law againft a Judge, bisbeing a drefler of gardens, or a 
gatherer of Sycamore fruits, but. it becomes him not, and.deferves | 
areproof. If Ido &xad@ juftice to my neighbour, and caufe him to 
bee punifhed legally for all the evils hee makes mee fuffer,. 1 have 
not broken a fragment from the {tony Tables of the Law: but this 
isagain{t the asalogie of our religions, It does not becomea Difciple | 
of fo gentle a Mafter to take all adyantages that he can. Chrift, that 
quitted all the glories that were eflentiall to him, and that grew| 
up in his nature when he lodged in his Fathers bofome, Chrift that | 
fuffered'all the evils duc for the fins of mankinde, himfelf remain-| 
ing moft ingocent. Chrift, that promifed perfecution, injuries, and |. 
affronts as part of our prefent portion, and gave them to his Difci-| 
ples asa legacy, and gaveus his Spirit to enable usto fuffer. inju- 
ries; and made thatthe parts of fuffering evils fhould be the mat- 
E | ter of three or four Chriftian graces, of patience, of fortitude, of longa- | 
ninity, and perfeverance ; he that of eight beatitudes made that five | 
of them fhould be inftanced in the matter -of humiliation. and fuf- |: 
fering temporall inconvenience , that blefed Maffer was certainly de-| 
firous that his Difciples fhould take their crowns from the crofle,.| 

i | oe ae oe ; noe | 
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SERMON |not from the evennefle and felicities of the world ; Hee intended 


XVI. 


we fhould give fomething, and fuffer more things, and forgive all 
things, all injuries whatfoever; and though together with this 
may confi{t our fecuring a juftintereft; yet in very many circum- 
{tances we thal] be put to confider how farre it becomes us to quit 
fomething of that, to purfue peace; and when we have fecured 


do what we are ftrictly bound to, then alfo we muft confider 
what becomes us, who are-Difciples of fuch a Mafter, who are in- 
{tructed with fuch principles, charmed with fo fevere precepts, 
and invited with the certainty of infinite rewards. Now although 
this difcourfe may feem new and ftrange, and very fevere, yet it is 
infinitely reafonable, becaufe Chriftianity isa law of love, and vo- 
juntary fervices; it can in no fence be confined with laws and 
{tri& meafures; well may the Ocean receive its limits, and the 
whole capacity of fire bee glutted, and the grave have bisbelly fo 


‘| full, that it Maal! caft up all its bowels, and difgorge the continual! 


meal of fo many thoufand yeers; but love can never have a limit ; 
and it is indeed to be /walowed wp, but nothing can fi it but God, 
who hath nobound. Chriftianity is a law for fons, net for férvants, 
and God that giveshis grace without meafure, and rewards with- 
out end, and acts of favour beyond our afkings, and provides for 
us beyond: our needs , and gives,us counfels beyond command- 


ftricken meafures of the words of acommandment. GivetoGod 
full mesfure ; fhaken together, preffed down, heaped up, and running 
avers for God does fo tous; and when We have.done fo to him,we 
are infinitely fhort of the leaft meafure of what God does for us 5 
we are flill unprofitable fervants. And therefore as the breaking any 
of the laws of Chriftianity provokes God to anger, fothe pre- 


varicating in the analogie of Chriftianity ftirres him up to jealou- | 
fie: He hath reafonto fufpéd our hearts are not right with him, , 


when wee are fo referved inthe. matter and meafures of our fer- 
vices: and if we will give God but juft what he calls for by ex- 
prefle mandate, itis juft inhim to require allof. that at our hands 
without any abatement, and theri Weare fureto mifcarry. And 
let us remember that when God faid, he was « jealous God, heex- 
prefled the meaning of it to be, he did punifh to the third and fourth 
generation,‘ Jeloufie is like the rage'of aman: butifit be.alfo like 
the anger of God, itis infupportable, and will crufh usinto the ruins 
of-our grave, <° aS he... a 
But becaufe thefe things are not frequently confidered,. there 
are very many finnes committed again{t religion, which becaufe the 
commandment hath ‘not. marked, men refufe to mark, and think 
God requiresno more, I amentréd into a fea of matter, which! 
muf not now profecute s but { thaif otely note this to you, that itis 


but. 


the letter of the Law, that wealfo look toits analogy; when we_| 


ments, intends not to be limited out by the juft evennefles, and | 
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A, | but reafonable, we fhould take accounts of our lives, by the prapor-| SER.XVI. 
tions as wellas by theexprefferufes, of our religion 3 becaufe in hu- 
mane and civil actions all the rations of the world ule fo to call their 

| fubjects to account. For thae which in the accounts of men is called 
x pstationand psblike houefly, is thef{ame which in religion we call 
ewxiogs and propyrt:on sin both cafes there being fome things, which 
are belides the notices of Jaws, and yet are the moft certain configna- 

‘tions of an excellent vertue: -He is a bafe perfon that does.any 
thing again{t pablick honeffy, and yet no man can be punifhed if he 

marries a wite the next day after his firft.wives funeral: and fo he 

that prevaricates the proportions and excellent reafons of Chriftia- 
nity, isa perfon without zeal, and without keue: and unlefle care be 
taken ot him, he wil! quickly be wheat religion, But yet thefe I fay 
area fort of perfons which are tobe ufed with gentlenelfe, and 
treated withcompaflions; for no man maft be handled roughly to. 
force him to doa kindeneffe - and coercion of laws and feverity of 
Judges, ferjeants znd executioners are »gainft offenders of command- 
ments ; but the way tocure fuch perfons is the eafieft and gentelleft 
remedy otallothers. They areto be inftrudted in all the parts of 
duty. and invired forward by the confideration of the great rewards 
which are laid up for all the fons of God, _ who ferve. him without 
conftraint, without meafures and allayes, evenas fire burns, and as 
the rofes grow, even as much as they can, and to all the extent of 
) their natural and artificial capacities, For itis a thing fit for our com- 
paffion, to fee men fettered in the iron bands of Laws, and yet co break 
the gilden chains of love, but all ehofeinftruaments which are proper 
to enkindle the love of God and to turn fear into charity, arethe 
proper inftances of that compaffion.-which is to be ufed towards 
thefe men. ; | : 
2, The next fort of thofe who are in the ftate of fin, and yet to 
be handled gently and with compa{{zon,are thofe who entertain them- | 
D | felves with the beginnings and little entrances of fin, which as 
they are to be more pitted, becaufe they often come by reafon of 
inadvertency, and an unavoidable weakneffe in many degrees, fo 
they are more to be taken care of, becaufe they are undervalued 
and undifcernably run into ipconvenience; when we feeachilde 

{trike a fervant rudely, or jeere a filly perfon, or wittily cheat his| 

play-fellow, or talk words light as the {kirt ofa fummer garment, | 

we laugh and are delighted with rhe wit and confidence of the boys 

and encourage fuch hopeful! beginnings; and jn the mean time 
fF | we confider not that from thefe beginnings he thall grow up all 
he becomea Tyrant, anoppretior, aGoatahdaTraytour, Nemo) ' 
fimul nealus fis C malus effe cernitur, ficat nec feovpijs tum invsle 

cunter firoul: cum pungunt, No man 4s difcerned to-be vitious fo 

foonas he is fo, and vices have their infancy and their childe-hood, | 

and it cannot be expected.that ia aphilds age fhould: be — 

| , a) 
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Ser, XVI. 'ofaman; that were monftrousasif he wore a beard in his cradle 5( A 
| and we do not believe that a ferpents {ting does juft then grow when 
he ftrikes us in a vital part: The venome and the litle fpear was 
there, when it firft began to creep from his little fhel: And litele 
boldneffes and Joofer wordsand wranglings for nuts, and lying for 
trifles are of the {ame proportion to the malice of achilde, asim- 
| pudence and duels and injurious law-fuits, and falfe witnefle in 
judgement, and perjuries are in men, And the cafe is the fame, when 
men enter upona new {tock ofany fin; the vice is at firft apt tobe 
put out ofcountenance, and a little thing difcourages it ; and it a- 
mufes the f{pirit with words, and phantaftick images, and cheap B 
inftances of fin; and men think themfelves fafe becaufe they are as 
yet fafefrom laws, and the fin doesnot as yet out-cry the health- 
| ful noife of Chriftsloud cryings and interceflion with his Father, 
nor call for thunder or an amafing judgements but according to 
the old faying the rhcrnes of Dauphine will sever fetch blood if they de 
wot fc watch the firft day : and we thall finde that the little undecencies 
and riflings of our fouls, the firft openings and difparkings of our 
vertue differ onely from the {tate of perdition, as infancy does from | 
old age, as ficknefle from death; Itisthe entrance into thofe regi- | 
ons whither whofoever pafies finally, fhall lie downand groan with | C 
an eternal forrow, Now in this cafe it may happen that a compaffion 
may ruinea'man, if it bethe pity of an indifcreet mother,and nurfe 
the fin from its weaknefle to the ftrength of habit and impudence 
The compaffion that is to be ufed to fuch perfons is the com- 
pafion of a Phyfitian or a fevere Tutor 5 chaftife thy infant- 
finne by difcipline , and atts of vertue; and never begin 
that way from whence, you muft return with fome trouble, 
and muchfhame, orelfeif you proceed, you finifh your eternal 
ruine, , | 
He that means to be temperate and avoid the crime and difho- | p 
nour of being a drunkard muft not loveto partake of the fongs, or , 
to bear a part in the foolifh fcenesof laughter, which diftract wif- | 
dome and fright her from the company; And Lavina that was 
chafter then the elder Sabines,' and feverer then her Philofophical 
guardian, was wel inftructed in the great lines of honour and cold ju- 
{tice to her hufband;but when fhe gave way to the wanton ointments 
and loofer circum {tances of the Base and bathed often in svernma, 
and from thence hurried to the companies and dreflings of Lucrinws, 
fhe quenched her honour, and gave her vertue and her body asa 
| fpoil to the follies and intemperance of a young gentle-man. - For | E 
{fo have I feen the little purles of afpring {weat thorow the bot- 
tom of a bank and intenerate the ftubborn pavement, til] it hath 
made it fit for the impreffion ofa childs foot, and it was defpifed 
like the de{cending pearls of a mifty morning, till ie had opened its 
| way, and madea ftream large enough to carry away the ruines “ad 
| the 
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bue then the defpifed drops were grown into an artificial river and an 
intolerable mifchief: fo are the firft entrances of fin, {top’d with the 
antidotes of a hearty prayer, and checked into fobriety, by the eye 
ofa reverend man, orthe counfels ofa fingle fermon: But when 
fuch beginnings are neglected, and our religion hath notin it fo much 
Philofophy as tothink any thing evil as long as we can endure it, 
they grow up to ulcers and peftilential evils; they deftroy the foul 
by their abode, whoat their firft entry might have been killed with 
the preflure of a Jittle finger. 


"Aeyay aN, MAU Adiov ne TEAL THY. 


Thofe men arein a condition in which they may if they pleafe 
pity themfelves; keep their green wounds from feftering and un- 
cleanlineffe and it will heal alone, #09 procul abfunt, they are not fir 
front the kingdom of Heaven, but they are not witbin its portion 3 and 
let me fay this, that alchough little fins have not yet made our con- 
dition defperate but left it eafily recoverable, yet it is acondition 
that is quite out of Gods favour : although they are not far advanced 
in their progreffe to ruine, yet they are not at all in the ftate of 
prace, and therefore though they are to be pitied and relieved ac- 
cordingly, yet that fuppofes the incumbency ofa prefent mifery. 


3, Thereare fome very much tobe pitied and affifted becanfe| 


they are going to hell ,and (as matters ftand with them) they cannot, 
or they think they cannot avoid it, Quidam ad alienum dor miunt fom- 
num ad alienums edunt sppetitum : amare Cm odiffe (res omninm maxime 
liber.) jabentur, There are fome perfons whofe life is fo wholly in 
dependance from others, that they fleep when others pleafe ; f Bo 
eat and drink according to their Mafters appetite, or intemperance : 
they are commanded to /eve or hate, and are not left free in the very 
Charter and priviledges ofnature: Miferam eft fervire {ub Dominis 
parum felicibus, for f{uppofe the Prince or the Patron be vitious, fup- 
pofe he calls his fervants to bathe their fouls in the goblets of intem- 
-perance: if he be alfo imperious ( for fuch perfons love not to be 
contradicted in their vices ) it is the loffe of chat mans fortune, not 
tolofehisfoul: and itis the fervants excufe, and he efteemsit alfor 
his glory, that he a ie a merry tale, how his Mafter and himfelf 
did {wim indrink, tll they both talked like fools, and then did lie 
down like beafts. | 


Facinus qnos inquinat equat. Thereisthenno 
difference, but that the one is the faireft bull and the Mafter ofthe 
herd. And how many Tenents and relatives are known to have a 
fervile confcience, and to know no affirmation or negation but fuch 
as hall ferve their Land-lords intereft ? Alas the poor men live by 
it, and they mutt beg their bread ifever they turn recreant, or fhall 
offertobehoneft. There are fome —_ whofe very foundation 
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do nof quite run thorow all their negotiations, they decay into the 


| forrows of beggery; and therefore they will fupport their neigh- 


bours vice, that he may fupport their trade: And what would you 
advifethofe mentodo, to whom a falfe oath is offered to their lips, 
and a dagger at their heart: their reafon is furprized, and their 
choice is feized upon, and all their confultationis arrefted; andif 
they did not prepare before hand, and ftand armed with religion, 
and perfect refolutions, would not any man fall, and think that eve- 
ry good man will fay his cafe is pitiable. Although no temptation is 
bigger then the grace of God, yet many temptations are greater then 
our ftrengths, and we do not live at the rate of a mighty and a vitto- 
rious grace, | 

Thofe perfons which caufe thefe virious neceffities upon their 
brethren will lie low in hell ; but the others will have but {mall com- 
fort in feeling a leffer damnation. 

Of the fame confideration it is, when ignorant people are Ca- 


| techized into falfe doctrine, and know nothing but {uch principles 


which weaken the nerves, and enfecble the joynts of holy living 5 
they never heard of any other; thofe that follow great and evil ex- 
amples ; the people that are ingaged inthe publike fins of a kingdom 
which they underftand not, and either muft venture to be undone 
upon the itrength of their own little reafonings, and weak difcour- 
fings, or elfe mutt go 7% stur,non qua eundum ef,there where the po- 


eae mifery hath made the way plain before their eyes, though it | 


e uneven and dangerousto their confciences. In thefe cafes 1am 
forced to reckon a Catalogue of mifchiefs ; but it will be hard to cure 
anyoftbem. Ariftippus in his difcourfes wasa great flatterer of 
Dionyfius of Sicily, and did own doGrines which might give an ea- 
finefie to fome vices, and knew not how to contradi¢t the pleafures 
of his Prince; but feemed like a perfon difpofed to partake ofthem, 


'| that the example ofa Philofopher, and the prattife of a King might 


\ 


do countenance to a fhameftull life. But when Dionyfius fent him 
two women flaves, fair, and young, he fent them back, and fha- 
med the eafinefle of his dottrine by the feverity of his manners. he 
daring to be vertaous when he was alcne, though in the prefence 
ofhim, whom he thought itneceflary to flatter, he hadno bold- 
ne(fe to own the vertue: So it is with too‘thany ; if they be 
left alone, and that they ftand unfhaken with the eye of their 
temper, or the authority of their Lord, they go whither their 
education or their cuftome carries them :. but itis not in fome na- 
tures to deny the face of a man, and theboldneffe of afinner; and 
which is yet worfe, it is not in .moft mens intereft to do it; 
thefe men are in a pitiable condition, and are to be helped by the 
following rules, | 


I, Letevery man confider that he hath two relations to ferve, 


E 


\ 
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and in fuch cafes it comes to be difputed whether intereft be prefer-; XVI, 
red; which of the perfons is te be difpleafed, God or my Matter, 
God or my Prince,God or my Friend ? If we be fervants of the man; 
remember alfo that I am a fervant of God adde to this, that if my 
prefent fervice tothe man bea flavery in me, anda tyranny in him, 
yet Gods fervice isa noble freedom: And Apollonius faid well, Ie 
was for flaves to lie, and for free-men to fpeak the truth. If you 
be freed by the blood of the Son of God, thew you are frreindeed: and 
then confider how difhonourable it is to lie, to the difpleafure of 
God, and onely to pleafe your fellow fervant. The difference here 
isfogreat, that it might be fufficient onely to confider the antithe- 
fis, Did the man make you what youare? Did he pay his blood 
for you, to fave you from death ? Does he keep you from ficknefle ? 
True. Youeatathistable; butthey are of Gods provifions that he 
and you feed of, Can your mafter free you froma feaver, when you 
have drunk your felf into it ? and reftore your innocence when you | 
ha ve for{worp your felf for bis intereft ? Is the change reafonable ? 
He gives you meat and drink for which youdohim fervice. But is 
nothea Tyrant, andanufurper, anoppreffor, and an extortioner, 
if he will force thee to give thy foul for him ? to fell chy foul for old- 
fhoes, and broken bread? But when thou art to make thy accounts 
oferernity, will itbetaken for an anfwer, My Patron, or my Go- 
vernour, my Prince, or my Mafter, forced me toit ? or ifit will not, 
will he undertakea portion of'thy flames? or if that may not be, 
will it be in the midft of all thy torments, any eafetothy forrows 
eo remember all the rewards and clothes, all the money, and civi- 
lities, all the cheerfull looks, and familiarity, and fellowfhip of 
vices which in your life time made your fpirit fo gay and eafie ¢ 
Ie will in the eternall loads of forrow, addea duplicate of groans | 
and indignation, when it fhall be remembred for how bafeanderi- |: - 
fling intereft, and upon what weak principles we fell fick and died 
eternally. | | | 
2, The next advife to perfons thus tempted is, that they 
would learn to feparate duty from miftaken intereft 5 and let them 
be both ferved in their juft proportions, when we have Searned | 
to make a difference. A wife is bound to her hufband in all his 
jultdefignes, and in all noble ufages and Chriftian comportments : 
But a wife is no more bound to purfue her hufbands vitious ha- 
treds, then to ferve and pfomote his unlawfulland wandring loves : | 
Itisnot alwayesa part of duty to think the fame propofitions, or 
tocurfe the fame perfons, or to with hin fucceffe in unjult de- 
fignes: And yet the fadnefle of itis, that a good woman is cafily 
tempted to beleeve the caufe to be juft, and when her affection | 
hath forced her judgement, her judgement for ever after fbail| 
carry the affection to all its erring and abufed nn a : 
a riend | : 


208 | | Of growth in fin, or the feveral 


SERMON ( friend isturned a flatterer ifhe does not know, that the limits of | A 
XVI, | friendthip extend no further then the pale and inclofures of reafon 
and religion, No Mafter putsit into his covenant that his fervant 
{hall be drunk with him, or give in evidence in his Mafters caufe, ac- 
cording to his Mafters fcrolls: and therefore it is befides and againft 
the duty ofa fervant to fin by that authority 5 itis asifhe fhould fet 
Mulesto keep his fheep, or make bis Dogs to carry burdens, itis 
befides their nature and defigne ; and if any perfon falls under fo ty- 
rannicall relation, let him confider how hard'a Mafter he ferves 3 | 
| where the Devil gives tue imployment, and thame is his entertain- 
[ ment. and fin ishis work, and hell is his wages, Take therefore the| B 
counfel of the fon of Syrac. Accept no perfor againft thy foul, and let 
not the reverence of any man canfe thee te fall. - | 
f 3. When palbon mingles with duty, and isa neceffary inftru- 
ment of ferving God, let not that paflion run its own courfe and 
pafle on to liberty, and thence to licence and diflolution : butlet no |: 
more of it be entertained, then will juftdothe work. Forno zeal 
of duty will warrant a violent paffion to prevaricate a duty. I have 
feen fome officers of Warre in paffion and zeal of their duty, have 
made no {cruple to command a fouldier with the diale& of curfing 
and accents of {wearing, and pretended they could notelfe {peak | ¢ 
words effective enough, and of fufficient authority ; and a man may 
eafily be overtaken in the iffues of his government; while his autho- 
rity fervesit felf with paffion, if he be not curious in his meafures, 
his paffion alfo will {erve it {elf upon the authority and over-rulethe 
Ruler, - . 

4. Let every fuch tempted perfon remember, that all evil comes. 
from our felves, and not from ethers ; and therefore all pretences 
and prejudices, all commands and temptations, all opinions and ne- 
ceffities, are but inftances of our weaknefie, and arguments of our 
folly: Forunlefle we lifted, no man can make usdrink beyond | Fp 
our meafures: And if Itell a lie for my Mafters or my friends ad- 

| | vantage, it isbecaufe] prefer alittleend of money, or flattery be- 
' | foremy honour and my innocence, They are huge follies which 
go upand down in the mouths and heads of men, (He shat keowes 
not how todiffemble, kw:ws not how toreigne, {_Hethat will not do 
| as his company does, muft go out of the world, and quit all {oci- 
ety of men: We create neceflities of our own, and then think we 
have reafon tO ferve their importunity, Non ego {um ansbitiofia, 
fed nemo aliter Rome poteft vivere, non ego [umptuefus, fed urbs 
ip(a magnas.imspen(as exigtt. Non eft meum vitium quod jracandus | E 
fune, quod nondum conflitni certum vite genus, adolefcentia bac facit. 
The place welive in makes us expenfive, the ftate of life I have 
chofen renders me ambitious, my age makes me angry or luftfull, 
- proud or peevifh. Thefeare nothing elfe but refolutions never to 
| mend as long as wecan have excufe for our follies, and untill we 
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‘can cozen our felvesno more. Thereis no fuch thing asaneceflity Sax MON 
for a Prince to deflemble, or fora fervant to lie, or forafriendto; XVI 
qatter, for acivil perfon and a fociable, to be drunk: we cozen our " 
felyes with thinking the fault is fo much derivative from others, till 
the {mart ard the fhame falls upon our felves, and covers our heads | 
with forrow. And unletle this gap be ftopped, and that we build our 
duty Upon Our own bottoms, as {upported with the grace of God, 
| there is no vice but may finde a Patron; and noage or relation, or 
ftate of life, but will be an engagement to fin: And we thall think it 
neceflary tobe luftfullin our youth, and revengefull in our man- 
hood, and covetous in our old age: and we fhall perceive that every 
{tate of men, and every trade and profeffion, lives upon the vices of 
others, or upontheir miferies; and therefore they will chink itne- 
ceflary to promote, or to wifhit. Ifmen weretemperate, Phyfiti- 
ans would be poor: and unleffe fome Princes were ambitious, or 
others injurious,there would be no employment for fouldiers. The 
Vintners retail fupports the Merchants trade, and itis a vice that fup- 
rts the Vintners retail; and if all men were wife and fober perfons, 
we fhould have fewer beggers, and fewer rich; and if our Law-gi- 
vers fhould imitate Demades of Athens, who condemned a man that 
lived by felling things belonging to funeralls, as fuppofing he could 
not choofe but with the death of men, by whofe dying he got his li- 
ving, we fhould finde moft men accounted criminals, becaufe vice 
is fo involved inthe affaires of the world, that it ismade the fupport 
of many trades, and the bufinefle of great multitudes of men : Cer- 
tainly from henceit is that iniquity does fo much abound; and un- 
lefle we {tate our queftions right, and perceive the evil to be defign- 
ed onely from our {elves, and thatno fuch pretence fhall keep off the 
unithment, or the thame from our felves, we fhall fall into a ftate 
which is onely capable of compaffion, becanfe it is recoverable ¢ 
and then we thall be infinitely miferable, ‘when we can onely re- 
ceive an ufelefie and ineffective pity. Whatfoever is neceflary can- 
not be avoided : He therefore that thalt fay, he cannot. avoid his fin, 
: 5 ouit of the mercies of this Text: they who are appointed Guides, | 
grid Phyfitians of fouls, cannot to any purpofe do their offices of pi- 
ty. It isneceflary that we ferve God, and do our duty, and fecure | 
che intereft of our fouls, and be as carefull to preferve our relations 
to God, as to our friend, or Prince. But, ifitcan bé neceflary for any 
man, in any condition to fin, itis alfo neceflary for that manto| 
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The feverall ftates and degrees of Sinners, 


WITH 


The manner how they are to be treated. 


Part II. | | 


Ae He laft fort of them that fin, and yet are to be treated 
: with compaffion, isofthem that interrupt the courfe 
*of an honeftlife with fingle ads of fin, epring afide 
and farting like a broken bewe; whole refolution sfair, and 
their hearts are towards God, and they fojourain religion, or ra- 
ther, dwell there; bur that like evil hufbands they go abrdad, and 
enter into places of. difbonour and unthriftinefle, Such as thefe, 
‘all ftories remembred witha fad charaGer and every narrative 
concerning David which would end in honour and fair report, 
ts fullied with the remembrances of Bathfoeba: and the Holy Ghoft 
hath called him «sas efter Gods own heart, fave ix the matter of | 
_ | @riabs there indeed he wasa man after-his own heart; eves then 
| when his reafon was ftolne.from him by paflion, . andhisreligion 
was fullied by the beauties of a fair woman. I with weltved ia 
an age in which: the people were to be treated with, concerning 
renouncing the finple actions of fin, and the feldome interruptions 
‘ofpiety: Men aretaught to fay, thatevery mans ms in every atti- 
on he does; and this is one of the dodtrines , for the beleeving of 


which he fhali be accounted a good man; and upon this groundic | E. 
is eafie for men to allow themfelves fome fins, when inall cafes, 
1 -and in svery action it is unavoidable. | fhall fay nothing of the 
q ‘| Queftion, fave that the Scriptures reckon otherwife, * and in the 


| accounts of Davids life reckon but one great fin, * and in Zachary 
and Elizabeth gave a teftimony of an unblameable converfation f 
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"and Hezekiah did not make his confe{fion when he prayedtoGod SERMON 
in his ficknefle and faid, be bad walked uprightly beforeGod, *and, XVII, 
therefore St, Paul after his converfion defigned and laboured hard, 
and therefore certainly with hopes to accomplith it, that be mighe 
keep his confcience void of offence both towards God and towards 
man, “and one of Chritfts api purpofes is to prefent his whole 
Church pure and fpotleffe to the throne of grace, and * Saint at the 
Baptiff offended none but Hered, * and no pious Chriftian brought 
a bill of accufation againft the holy Virgin Mother; * certain it is, 
that God hath given us precepts of fuch a holinefle and fuch a 
purity, fuch a meekneffe and {uch humility, as hath no pattern but 
Chrift, no precedent but the purities of God: and therefore it is 
intended we fhould live with a life whofe aCtions are not chec- | 
ker'd with white and black, half {mand halfvertue: Gods fheep 
are not like Jacobs flock ftreaked and {potted : itisan intire ho- 
lineffe that God requires, and will not endure to havea holy courfe 
interrupted by the difhonour of abafeand ignoble a@tion. 1 do 
not mean that a mans life can be as pure as the Sun, or the rayesof 
celeftial Jerufalem; but like the Moon, in which there are {pots , 
but they are no deformity : a leflening onely andan abatement of 
light, no cloud to hinder and draw a vail before its face : but 
{ometimes it is not fo ferene and bright as at other times. Every 
man hath his indifcretions and infirmities, his arrefts and fudden 
incurfions, his neighbourhoods and femblances of fin, his little 
violences to reafon and peevifh melaneholy, and humorous; ¢ 
Phantaftick difcourfes; unaptnefle toa devout prayer,- his fond- 
nefles to judge favourably in his own cafes, little deceptions, and 
voluntary and involuntary coufenages, ingnorances and inadverten- 
cies, careleffe hours,and unwatchfull feafons, but no good man ever 
commits one a@ of adultery; no godly man will at any time be 
drunk, or ifhe be, he ceafes to bea godly man, and is run into the 
confines of death, and is fick at heart, and may die of the fickneffe, 
dieeternally; This happens more frequently in perfons of an infant 
piety, when the vertue isnot corroborated by along abode and 
a confirmed refolution, and an ufual victory and a triumphant 
grace, and the longer we are accuftomed to piety, the more in- 
frequent will be the little breaches of folly, anda returning fin. 
But as the needle of 4 compaffle , when it is direfed to its be- 
loved ftar, at the firft addrefies waves on either fide, and feemes 
indifferent in his courtthip of the rifing or declining fun, and when it 
feemes firft determined to the North, f{tands a while trembling, 4s 
if it fuffered inconvenience in the firft fruition of its defires, and 
ftands not ftill iia full enjoyment tillafter, firft, ‘a great variety 
of motion, and theh an undifturbed pofture: fo is the piety, and 
fo is the converfion of a man; wrought by degrees and feveral 
{teps of imperfettion ; and at firft our choices are: wavering, = . 
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{waded but not refolved, and then refolved but deferring to be- 
gin, and then beginning, but (as all beginnings are .) in weak- 
neffeand uncertainty, and we flie cut often into huge indifcretions, 
and look back to Sodom and long to return to Egypt; and when 
the ftorm is quite over, we finde little bublings and unevennefles 
upon the face of the waters, we often weaken our own purpofes 
by the returns of fin, and we do not call our felves conquerours 
till by the long poffeflion of vertues itis a ftrange and unufuall, 
and therefore an uneafie and unpleafantthingto at acrime. When 
Polemon of Athens by chance comming into the {chools of Xeno~ 
crates was reformed upon the hearing of that oneleCture, fome 
wile men gave this cenfure of him 3 percgrinatus eft hujus animus 
sm nequitié , non babitevit, his minde wandred in wickednefle, and 
travelledinit, but never dwelt there; the fameis the cafe of fome 
men; they make inroads into the enemiescountrey, not like ene- 
mies tofpoil, but like Dinah to be fatisfied with the ftranger beau- 
ties of the land, till their vertues are deoured and they enter in- 
to tragedies, and are poflefled by death and intolerable forrows 5 
but becaufe this is likethefate of Jacobs daughter and happens 
not by — but folly, not by malice, but furprife, not by the 
{trength of will, but by the weaknefle of grace, and yet car- 
ries a man tothe fame place whither a great vice ufually does, 
it is hugely pitiable , and the perfons are to be treated with 
com pafhin, and to be affifted by the following confiderations and 
exercifes,. et | | 
Firftletusconfider , that fora good manto be overtakenina 


fingle crime is the greateft difhonour and unthriftinefle in the whole 


world, 45 afly in 4 box of ointment, fo is alittle folly to him who 
us accounted wife, {aid the Son of Sirach: No man chides a fool 
for his weaknefles, or {corns achilde for playing with flies and pre- 
ferring the prefent appetite, before allthe poflibilities of to mor- 
rows event: But men wondered when they faw Socrates ride 
upon a cane; ‘and when Solomon Iaid his wifdom at the foot of 


| Pharaohs daughter, and changed his glory for the intereft of wan- 
'|tonfleep, he became the difcourfe of heaven and-earth: and men 


think themfelves abufed, and their expectation coufened when they 
fee a wife man dothe actions.of afool, anda good man feized up- 
on by the difhonours of a crime. But the loffe of his reputation 
isthe leaft of hisevil. Zs the greateft improvidence in the worldto 
let a healthful conftitution be deftroyed in the furfet of one night, 
For although, whena man by the grace of God andalong endea- 


_|vour hath obtained the habit of Chriftian graces, every fingle 


fin does not fpoil the habie of vertue, becaufe that cannot be 


| Joft but as it wag gotten, thatis, by parts, and fucceflion, yet. eve- 


ry crime interrupts she acceptation of the grace, and makesthe man 
ete | : to 
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habit is onely leflened zataral/y, but the value of it is wholy taken 


away: and inthis fence isthat of Jofephus 2 38 eat paresis § wesdrore 
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mepvoncy iso dvvaucy 6 Which Saint James well renders. He that 2 Chap. 11. 


keeps the whele law and offends in one point is eniltyof ali;  thatis, | 


| 


if he prevaricates in any commandement,the tran{greflion of which 
by the law was capital, fhall as certainly die as if he broke the 
wholelaw; and the fame is the cafe of thofe fingle ations which 
the {chool calls deadly fins, thatis, ations of choice in any finthat 
hath a same, and makes a Kinde, and hath a diftinct #atter. And fins 
once pardoned return se toall the purpofes of mifchief. If we by 
a new fin forfeit Gods former loving kindnefle, When the righteous 
man turneth from his righteou/neffe and committeth iniquity , all his 
righteon/neffe that be hath done fhall not be remensbred, inthe trefp [fe 
that he bath tre(paffed, and in the fin that he hath finw-d, in 'thens 
foall he die. Nowthenconfider how dee fool he is, who when 
he hath with much labour and by fuffering violence contradicted 
his firft defires; when his fpirit hath been in agony and care, 
and with much uneafinefle hath denied to pleafe the lower man, 
when with many prayers and groans and innumerable fighs and 
{trong cryings to God with fharp fufferances and a long ae 
he hath obtained of God to begin his pardon ‘nd reftitution, and 
that he is in fome hopes to return to Gods favour, and that he 
fhall become an heire of heaven: when fome of his amazing 
fears and diftracting cares begin to be taken off, when he beginsto 
think, that now it 1s not certain he fhall perifhin a fad eternity, 
but he hopes to be faved, and he cenfiders how excellent‘a con- 
dition that is, he bopes when he dies to gato God, andthat he 
fhall never enter into the pofleffion of Devils 5 and this {tate which 


is but the twilight of a glorious felicity, he hath obtained with 


great labour and much care, and infinite dangers that this man 
fhould throw al] this ftructure down, and then when he is ready 
to reap the fruits of his labours, by one indifcreet action, to fet 
fire upon his corn fields, and deftroy all his dearly earned hopes, 
for the madnefle and loofe wandrings of an hoyr; This manisan 
indifcreet gamefter; who doubles his {take as he thrives, and 
at one throw is difpoflefled of all the grofperities of a luckie 
hand. ; | | | 

They that are poor (as Plutarch obferves)) are careleffe of lit- 
tlethings, becaufe by faving them, they think no great moments 
can accrue to theireftates, andihey defpairing to berich, think 
fuch frugality impertinent: But they that feel their banks fwell, 
and are within the poflibilities of wealth, think it ufefull ifthey 


refervethe fmaller miguites ofexpence, knowing that every thing | 


will adde to their heap; but then after long fparing, inone night 


to throw away the wealth of a long purchafe, is animprudence 
| | be- 
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SaRMON , becoming none but fuch perfons who ar¢ to be kept under Tu- 
XVII, | tors and Guardians, and fuch as are to be chaftifed by their 
: fervants, and to be punifhed by them whom they clothe an 

feed. ; 


—— dnd gtums — 


Hom. Ili. 6. 


| 


ax o2dn Tol Suesy Te eve neveor]s rEtcdes. 


Thefe men fowe much, and gather little, ftay long and 
return empty, and after a long voyage they are dathed in pieces 
when their veffels are laden with the {poils of provinces, Every 
deadly fin deftroyes the rewards of a feven years piety; Iadde to 
this, that God is more impatient at.a fin comofitted by his fervants, 
then at many by perfons that are hisenemies; and anuncivil an- 
(wer from a fon to a Father, from an obliged perfon to a bene- 
factor is agreater undecency, then if any encmy fkould ftorm 
his houfe or revile himto hishead. Auguftus Czfar taxed all the 
world, and God took no publick notices of it; but when David 
taxed and numbred a perty province, it was not to be expiated 
without a plague; becaufe fuch perfons, befides the dire& fin, 
| adde the circumftance of ingratitude to God, who hath redeemed 
shem from their vain .conu:rfation and from death, and from hell, 
and configned them tothe inheritance of fons,and giving them his 

race and his fpirit, and many periods of comfort, and acertain 
cal and vifible carnefts of immortality ; nothing 1s bafer then 
that fuch a‘ perfon againft his reafon, againft his intereft, againft 
his Ged , againft fo many obligations, againft his cuftome, 
againft his very habits and acquired inclinations fhould do an 
ation | : | a 


. Quam nif [edu is mequeas committere Divis 


Which aman muft for ever bea fhamed of, and like Adam muft 
run from God himfelftodoit, apd depart from the {tate in which 
he had placed ail ‘his hopes,- and to which he had defigned all his. 
labours. Theconfidergticn is effective enough, if{we fum up the 
partieulars; forhe ca; lived well, and then falls into a delibe- 
rate fin, is infinitely difhonoured, is moft imprudent, moft unfafe, 
and moft unthankful. | 

2. Let perfons tempted to the fingle inftances of fin in the: midft 
ofa laudable life, be very carefull that they fuffer nat themfelves 
to be drawn afide by theeminency of greatexamplés. For fome 
think drs zkenne/e hatha little honefty derived unto it by the exam- 
_| plesof Noah, and Adulrery is not fo fcandalous and intolerably dif- 
honourable, fince Bsth/beba bathed, and Devid was defiled, and 


men 
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Pompeio fugiente tient, 


Well might all the gowned Romans fear when Pompey fled, 
and who is there thae can hope to be more righteous then David; 
or ftronger then Samfon, or-have lefie hypocrify then Saint Pe- 
ter, or be more temperate then Noah ? Thefe great examples bear |. 
men of weak difcourfes and weaker refolutions from the feverity 

B Ofvertues. Butas Diagoras to them that fhewed to him the votive 
| garments of thofe that had efcaped fhipwrack upon their prayers 
and vows to Neptune,anfwered, that they kept ne account of thofe 
that prayed and vowed, and yet were drowned: So dothefe men 
keep catalogues of thofe few perfons who broke the threed of. fair. 
life in {under with the violence of a great crime, and by.the grace of 
God recovered and repented and lived; But they confider not 
coneerning thofe infinite numbers of men, who died in their firft fit 
of ficknefle, who after a fair voyage have thrown themfelves o-. 
ver boord, and perifhed in a fudden wildneffe. One faid well,si guid 
| Socrates, ant Ari"ippys contra morent C» confuetudinem fecer unt, idem 
fibi ne arbi:retur licere, Magnis enim ills C» divinis bonis hance licenti- 
am aff[equebantur. If Socrates did any unufual thing, it is not for 
thee who art of an ordinary vertue to aflume the fame licenfe; For 
he by a divine and excellent life hath obtained leave or pardon re- 
{pectively, for what thou muft never hope for, til! chou haft arri- 
ved to the fame glories Firft,be as devout as Devid,as good a Chrifti. 
anas Saint Peter, andthenthou wile not dare with defigne toact 
that, which they fell into by furprize; and ifthou doeft fall as they. 
did, by thattime thou haftalfo repented like them, it may be faid 
concerning thee, that thou didft fall and break thy bones, ie God | 
D | did heal thee and pardon. thee. Remember that all the damned 
fouls fhall bear an eternity of torments for the pleafures of a fhort 
finfulnetie; but for a fingle tranfient action, to die for ever is an in- 
tolerable exchange, and the effect of {o greata folly, that whofve- 
ver falls into and then confidersit, it will make him mad and di- 
{tracted for ever, | ee ae: | 
3. Remember, that fincenomancan pleafe God, or be par- 
takersofany promifes, or reap the reward of any actions in the 
returns of eternity, unleffe he performs to God an intire duty, 
E | according to the capacities ofa man fotesght, and{o tempted, and 
{o affited, fuch a perfon muft be curious that he be not cozened 
with the duties and performances of any onerelation. 1. Some 
there are that think all our religion confifts in prayersand pub- 
lick or private offices of devotion, and not in moral actions or en- | 
tercourfes of juftice and tempetance, of kindeneffe and peace 
oO 
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SERMON | of fincerity and liberality, of chafticy and humility , of repen-| A 
XVII, ;|tance and obedience: indeed no humour its fo eafieto be coun- 
: | terfeited’ as devotion, and yet no hypocrify is more common a- 
'|mong men, nor any fo ulelefle as to Gad 5 bor it being an addrefle 
to him alone whoknows the heart and all the fecret purpofes, it 
can dono fervice inorder toheaven, fo long as it is without the 
power of Godiincffe, and the energy and vivacity of 2 holy life, 
God will not fuffer us to commute a duty, becaufe all is hisdue; |. 
and relicton fhall not pay for the want of temsperaace: if the de- 
vouteft Hermit be proud, or he that fa/ts thrice in the week be un- 
charitable once; or he that gives much to the poor, gives alfotoo| p 
much liberty to himfelf, he hath planted a fair. garden, and invi- 
ted a wilde boar to refrefh himfelf under the fhade of the fruit trees, 
and his gueft being fomething rude hath difordered his para- 
dife, and made it becomea wilderneffe. 2.  Orhers there are that 
judge themfelves by the cenfures that Kings and Princes give con- 
cerning them, or as they are fpoken of by theirbetters, and fo 
make falfe judgements concerning their condition, For our bet- 
ters, co whom we fhow our beft parts, to whom we {peak with 
caution and confider what we reprefent, they fee our arts and our 
dreflings, but nothing of our nature and deformities; Truft not | C 
their cenfures concerning thee, but tothy own opinion of thy felf, 
whom thou kneweft in thy retirements and natural peevifhnefle 
and unhandfome inclinations, and fecretbafeneffe. 3, Some men 
have been admired abroad, in whom the wife and the fervant never 
faw any thing excellent : 4 rare judgeand 4 good common-wealths man 
lin the {treets,and publike meetings, and « jx/t man to his neighbour, 
and charitable te the poor; forin all thefe places the man 1s obferved 
and kept in awe by theSun, by light and by voices; But this man 
isa Tyrantat home, anunkinde hufband and ill Father, an impe- 
Hic wbi digee. {tious Malter,and fuch men are like prophets in their own countreys; | 1 
eefylvisin | rot honoured athome, and can never be honoured by God, who 
pol eile will not endure that many vertues fhould excufe a few vices, 
fere. dy aul.{or that any of his fervants fhall take penfions of the De- 
tus pefucremd-|yil, and in the profeffien of his fervice do his enemy fingle ad- 
” Bae homj. | Vantages. ‘ ' e 
nem didicere 4. He that hath paft many ftages of a goad life to prevent his be- 
pari fitorrida | ing tempted toa fingle fin, mutt be very careful chat he never enter- 
PO Venit in ore | tain his {pirit with the rearembrances of his paft fin, nor amufeit with 
airdl a the phantaftick apprehenfions of the prefent. When the Ifraelites| 
rome | faucted the fapidneffe and relith of the flefhpots, they longed to taft | E 
: and to return. 

So when a Libyan Tiger drawn from his wilder forragings is 
fhut up and taught to eat civil meat, and fuffer the authority of a 
man, he fits down tamely in his prifon, and payes to his keeper 
fear and reverence for his meat: But if he vhanceto — | 
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turall cruelty. 
Admonite tument guftato fangnine faces, e 
Fervet c a trepido vix abflinet 111 Magiftro, 

He f{carce abftains from eating thofe hands that brought him di- 
fcipline and food: fois the nature ofa man made tame and gentle 
by the grace of God, and reduced to reafon, and kept in awe by re- 
ligionand lawes, and by anawfull vertueis taught to forget thofc 
alluring and fottifh relifhes of fin: butifhe diverts from his path, 
and {natches handfuls from the wanton vineyards, and remembers 
the laf{civioufnelle of his unwholfome food that pleafed his childifft 
palate, then he grows fick again, and hungry after unwholfome di- 
et, and longs for the apples of Sodom. A man muft wakk thorow the 
world without eyes, or ears, fancy, or appetite, but fuch as are crea- 
ted and fanctified by the grace ofGod; andbeingonce made anéw 
man, he muft ferve all the needs of nature by the appetites and fa- 
culties of grace: nature muft be wholly a fervant,and we mutt fo 


pany 
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A and tafte adraught of warm blood, he prefently leaps into hisna-; Sex mon 
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look towards the delicioufneffe of our religion, and the ravifhments |. 


ofheaven, that our memory mutt be for ever ufelelle to the affairs 
and perceptions of fin: we cannot ftand, we cannot live, unleffé we 


.| be curious and watch full in this particular. 


By thefe and all other arts of the Spirit, if we ftand upon our 
guard, never indulging to our felves one fin, becaufe it 1s but one ; as 
knowing that one fin brought in death upon all the world, and one 
fin brought flavery upon the pofterity of Cham: and alwayes fearing 
left death furprize us in that one fin; we fhall by the grace of God, 
either not need,or el fe eafily perceive the effects and bleffings of that 
com paffion which God referves in the fecrets of his mercy, for fuch 
perfons whom his grace hath ordained and difpofed with excellent 
difpofitions unto life eternall., | 

Thefe are the forts of men which are to be ufed with compaflion; 
concerning whom we are to make a difference, making « difference 
fo fayesthe Text, anditis of high concernment that we fhoulddo 
fo, that we may relieve the infirmities of the men, and relieve their 
ficknefles, and ttanfcribe the copy of the Divine mercy, who loves 
notto quench the frsoaking flax, nor breakshe bruifedreed, For al- 
though all fins are againft Gods commandements, diredtly, or by 


certam confequents, by line, or by awalogy, yet they are not allofthe| 


fame tinCture and mortality, 
Nec vincit ratio tamtundem ut peccet idemque, 
Dui teneros caules alieni fregerst herti, 
Ut qui nolurnue Divirs facra legerit. | 
_ Hetbat robs a garden of Coleworts, and carries away an arm- 
fullof Spinage, does not deferve hell,. as bre that fteals the Chalice 
fromthe Church, or betrayes a Prince’; andtherefore men are di- 


{tingnifhed accordingly : 


a | 
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—_ VII ~ Eft inter Tanaim quiddam foceruuque Vifelli, 

The Post that Sejanus condemned for difhonouring the memory 
of Agamemnon, was not an equal] ctiminall with Cataline, or Grac- 
chus-and Simon Magus and the Nicolaitanscommitted crimes which 
God hated,more then the complying of S. Barnabas; or the diflimula- 
tion of S. Peter 3 and therefore Gad does treat thefe perfons feveral- 
ly: Some of thefe are reftrained witha fit of ficknefle, fome with a 
great lofie ; and in thefe three are degrees, and fome arrive at death. 
And in this manner God fcourged the Corinthians for their irreve- 
rent and diforderly receiving the Holy Sacrament, For although | B 
even the leaft of the fins that I have difcourfed of, will lead to death 
eternall, if their courfe be not interrupted, and the diforder chafti- 
fed, yet becaufe we do not {top their progrefle inftantly, God many 
times does, and vifits us with proportionable judgements, and fo not 
onely checks the rivulet from {welling into rivers and a vaftnefle,| 
but plainly tels us, that although ftnaller crimes fhall notbe punifh- 

|ed with equall feverity as the greateft, yet even in hell there are e- 
ternal rods as well as eternal {corpions; and the fmalleftcrime that 
we act with an infant-malice, and manly deliberation, fhall be re- 
venged with theleffer ftroaks of wrath; but yet with the infliction | c 
ofa fadeternity. But thenthat we allo fhould makea difference, is a 
precept concerning Church di(cipline,and therefore not here proper 
to be confidered, but onely as it may concern our own particulars in 
the actions of repentance ; and our brethren in fraternal correction :: 


——~ affit 
Regula que ponas peccatis irroget equa, 
Nec fensicd dignwr horribili feGere flagello. 


Let us be fure that we negle@t-no fin, but repent for every one,| Ty 
and judgeoxr felves for every one, according to the proportion of 
the malice, or the fcandall, orthe danger, And although in this 
there is no fear that we would be exceflive ; yet when we are to 
reprove a brother we are fharp enough, andeither by pride, or by 

_|animofity, bythe itchof government, or the indignation of an 
{| @ngry minde, werun beyond the gentlenefle of a Chriftian Moni- 
tor: wemuft remember that by Chrifts law fomeare to be admo- 
nifhed privately, fome to be thamed and corrected publikely, and 
beyond thefe, thereis an 4b/ciffien, ‘Of cutting off from thecom- | _ 
munion of faithfull people, 4 deliveriny over toSathaxn, Andto|E 
this purpofe is that old reading of the words of my Text, which 

is {till in fome-Copies, j28 2 taiyren Daxesvoulres; Reprove then 
fbarpely, when they are convinced, or feparate by fentence, But be- 
caufe this alfo is adefigne of mercy, ated with an inftance of di- 
{cipline, it isa punithment of the fleth, that the fonl may be faved 
a in 
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in the day of she Lord, it means the fame with the ufuall reading, | SERMON, 


and with the laft words of the Text, and teaches us our ufage to- 
wards the worft of recoverable finners. 

Oshers fave with fear, pulling them out of the fire. }' Some fins 
there are, which i» their own nature are damnable , and fome are 
fuch as will certainly bring a man to dammation ; the firft are cura- 
ble, but with much danger ; the fecond are defperate and itrecover- 
able: whena manis violently tempted, and allured with an ob- 
ject that is proportionable and pleafant to his vigorous appetite, 
and his alot unmortified nature, this man falls into death, 
bus yet we pity him as we pity a thief that robs for his neceffity : 
this man did not tempt himfelf, but his fpirit fuffers violence, and 
his reafon is invaded, and his infirmities are mighty, and his aids 
not yet prevailing: But when this fingle temptation hath prevai- 
led fora fingle inQance, and leaves a relifh upon the palate, and 
this prcduces another, and that alfois fruitful! and {wells into a 


family and kinred of finne, that is, it grows firft into approbation, 


then to aclear affent, and an untroubled con{cience, thence into 
frequency , from thence unto a cuftom, and eafinefle, and a 


| habit, this man is fallen into the fire. There are alfo fome fingle 


acts of fo preata malice, that they muft fuppofea man habitually 
finfull before he could arrive at that height of wickedneffe. No 
man begins his finfull courfe with killmg of his father or his 
Prince ; and Simon Magus had preambulatory impieties: he was 
—" and ambitious, long before he offered to buy the Holy 
Ghoit. 


Nemo repente ad terpilfiesus and 
although fuch a@ions may have in them the malice and the mifchief, 
the diforder andthe wrong, the principle and the permanent ef- 
fect, of a habit and a long courfe of fin, yet becaufe they never or 
very feldom go alone, but after the przdifpofition of other huifher- 
ing crimes, we fhall not amifle comprife them under the name of 
habituall fins, For fuch they are, either formally, or equivalently: 
and if any man hath fallen toto a finfull habit, into a courfe and 
order of finning, his cafe is little leffer then defperate; but that 
little hope that is remanent hath its degree, according to the infan- 
cy orthe growth of the habit. 1, Forall fins leffe chen habituall, 
i¢ is certain, a pardonis ready to penitent perfons: that is, to all 
that finin ignorance, or in infirmity, by furprize, or inadverten- 
cy, in {maller inftances,or in frequent returns, with inyoluntary acti- 
ons, or imperfect refolutions, esrevare ras yeiecs Uuav, aess + évJoxedro¢a 
Ody, ixe]Movres dutoy iatwy prvedus ot Tiaxoy|és nude] s7t, {aid Clemens in his 
Epiftle: Lift up your bands to Almighty GO D, 4nd pray bimto bee 
merciful to you in all things when you finne unwillingly; that t6, 20 
which you fin with an imperfe& choice: for no man fins agamft 
his will diretly, but when his a is abufed by an in- 
| 2 


evitable | 


| 
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evitable, or an intolerable weaknefle, or wills follow their blind A 
guide, and arenot the perfe& miftrefles of their own actions, and: 
therefore leave a way and eafinefle to repent, and be afhamed of it, 
and therefore a poffibility and readinefle for pardon. And thefe are 
the fins that we are taught to pray to God that he would pardon, as 
he gives us our bread, thapis, every day, For in many things we offend | 
all, {aid Saint James, that is, in many {maller matters, in matters of 
furprize, or inevitable infirmity: And therefore Pofidonius faid, 
that Saint Auftin wasufedto fay, That e svould not bave even good 
and holy Priefis go from this world without the fufception of equall and 
Worthy penances: and the moft mnocent life in our account is nota! p_ 
competent inftrument of a peremptory confidence,and of) uftifyin g 
our felves: I 4m guilty of nothing, (faid Saint Paul ) that is, of no 
ilintent, or negligence in preaching the Gofpel, yet Za: not bereb 
juftified, for Godit may be knows many little irregularities, and inf 
uations of fin, Inthiscafe we aretomake a difference; but hu- 
-mility, and prayer, and watchfulneffe, are the dire inftruments of | 
the expiation of {uch fins, 7 : 

But then fecondly, whofoever fins without thefe abating circum- 
ftances, that is, in great inftances, m which a mans underftand- 
ing cannot be cozened; asindrunkennes, murder, adultery, and ¢ 
in the frequent repetitions of any fort of finne whatfoever, in| 
which a mans choice cannot be furprized, and in whichit is certain 
there is a love of the finne, anda delight in it, and a power over a 
mans refolutions; in thefe cafes it isa miraculous grace, and an ex- 
traordinary change, ‘that muft turn the current and the ftream of 
the iniquity : and when itis begun, the pardon 1s more ufcertain, 
and the repentance more difficult, and the effe& much abated, and 
the man mutt bee made miferable that hee may not bee accurfed 
for ever, a | 

1. I fayhis pardon isuncertain, becaufe there are fome finnes fp | 
which are unpardonable, (as I fhall thew) and they are not all 
named in particular, and the degrees of malice being uncertain, 
the falvation of that man 1s tobe wrought with infinite fear «ad 
trembling. lt wasthe cafe of Simon Magus, Repent and ask. pardon 
for th me if peradveninre the thought of thy heart may bee forgi- 
versthee. \f peradventure; ] it was anew crime, and concerning 
its poflibility of pardonno revelation had been made, and by ana- 
| logie to other crimes it was very likean unpardonable fin; for it 
was 4 thinking a thought again? the Holy Ghof, and that was next 
to (peaking « word again[t him. Cains fin wasof the famenature; /# E 
is greater then it can be fergiven, his paflion and his fear was too fe- 
vere and decretory : it was pardonable, but truely we never finde that 
God did pardon it. 7 | 

2. But befides this, fe is uncertain in the pardon, becaufeit 
may be the timeof pardon is paffed, and though God _— Lee" 


flates and degrees of frnners yc. | 228 
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A doned to other people the fame fins, and to thee too fometimes be-| SER MON 
' fore, yet it may be he will not now : he hath not promifed pardon fo! XVII. 
| often as we fin, and in all the returns of impudence, apoftacy, and in- 
gratitude; and it may be thy day ss pafé, as was Jerufalems inthe day 
that they crucified the Saviour of the world, 
3. Pardon of fuch habitual fins is uncertain, becaufe life is un- 2 
certain ¢ and fuch fins require much time for their abolition and ex- 
piation, And therefore although thefe fins are not eceffarid meortife- 
ra,thatis, unpardonable, yetby confequence they become deadly, 
becaufe our life may be cut off before we have finifhed or perforined 
B | thofeneceflary parts of repentance, which are the feveré and yet the 
~ | onély condition of getting pardon, Sothat you may perceive, that | 
not onely every great jingle crivee,but the habit of any fiw is dangerous; 
and therefore thefe perfons are tobe fnetched from the fire, if you 
thean torefcue them, éx 7% avpds demilorles, if you {tay aday, it may be 
you ftay too long. | | : 
4¢ To which I adde this fourth confideration, that every delay 4 
of teturn ts in the cafe of habitual finsan approachtodefperation,| 
becaufe the nature of habits is like that of Crocodiles they grow as 
long as they live; and ifthey come to obfinacy, or confirmation they 
c | ate in hell already, andcan never retum back. For fo the Panghian 
Beats, when they have clafped a dare in the region of their Liver, 
wheel themfelves upon the wound,and with anger and malicious res 
venge {trike the deadly barbedeeper, and cannct be quit from that 
Fatal fteel, but in flying bear along that which themfelves make the 
inftrumeént of a more hafty death: fois every vitious perfon {trick 
witha deadly wound, and his own hands forced it into the enter- 
tainments of his heart, And becaufe it is painfull to draw it forth by 
a {harp and falutary repéntance, he {till rouls and turtis upod his 
wound, and carries his death in his bowels, where it firft entered by 
fp | choice, aad then dwelt by love, and at lalt thall finifh the tragedy by | 
divine judgements, and an unalterable décree. 
_ Butas the pardon of thefe fins ts uncertam, fo the conditions of ré- 
{titution aré hard,even to them who fhall be pardoned:their pardon 
aud themfelves too,muft be fetched from the fire; water will not do 
it, tears and ineffective forrow cannot take off ahabit, or agreat 
crime. 
O niminw faciles, and trifits crimins cad, 
Tolls flumined poffe pat att aqné, 


E |. Bion feeing 4 Prince weep atid tearing his hair for furrow, afked 
if baldneflé would cure his prief ? fueh pompous forrdws may be 
good fdices, but no perfect inftruments of reftitution, Saint James | cio. 41,3. 
plainly declares the poflibilities of patdon to gréat fins, in thé cafes _ 
OF contention, adultery, Inf,and etvy, which are the four great in- 
dectncits that are mioft contrary to oe 5 and iit the 5. ae 2 
3 e| 


222 | Of growth in fin, or the feveral 


SzxMON ( heimpliesalfo a pofhbility of pardon to an habitual finner, whom he| A 
XVII, | calls, + racwnSdrre sad Fide F danfelas, one that erres from the truth, that is, 
from the life ofa Chriftian, the Gfe of the Spér:t of truth: and he adds, 
that fuch a perfon may be reduced and fo be pardoned, though he 
Cha.4.ves.ult. | have finned long ; he that converts fuch «one foall bide a multitude of 
| fins: Butthen the way that he appoints for the reftitution of fuch 
perfons is bumilsty, and humiliation, pennances, and foarp penitentiall 
forrows, and «fflidions, refilteng the Devil, returning to God, weeping 
and mourning, confelfions and prayers, asyou May read at large in the 
4. ands. Chapters; and there itis, that you fhould finde it a duty, 
that fuch perfons fhould be «fied, and thould confeffe to their bre- | B 
thren and thefe are harder conditions then God requires in the for- 
mer cafes ; thefe area kinde. of fiery tryall. : 
I have now done with my Text, and fhould adde no more,but 
that the nature of thefe fins is fuch, that they may increafe in their 
weight, and duration, and malice, and then they increafe in »s{cbief, 
and fatality, and {o go beyond the Text. Cicero {aid well, /p/4 con- 
| faretudo affentiend: periculofacffe uidetur & lubrica.1, 4. Acad. Ou. The 
| | very cuftome of confenting inthe matters of civility is dangerous 
and {lippery, and will quickly engage us in errour, and then we think 
we are aad to defend them, orelfe we are made flatterersby it, | ¢ 
and fo become vitious ; and we love our own vices that we are ufed 
to, and keep them till they are incurable, tharis, till we will never 
— of them ; and fome men refolve never to repent, that is, the 
refolve they will not be faved, they tread under foot the blood of the 
everlafting covenants thofe perfons are in the fire too, but they will 
not be pulled out: concerning whom Gods Prophets mutft fay as 
once conceming Babylon, Ceravimeus C non ef fanate, derelinguamus 
eam, We would have healed them, but they would not be healed, 
let us leave them in their fins, and they fhall have enough of it ; One- 
ly this, thofe that put themfelves out of the condition of mercy are 
not to be endured in Chriftian focieties ; they deferve it not, and it is 
not fafe that they fhould be fuffered. | | 
But befides all this, I fhall name one thing more unto you ; for 


8 


nanguans sded frdis ti padex is 


__ Utimur exemplis, ut non pojora faperfint. 


There are fome fingle a@ions of fin of fo greata mslice, thatin 
their own nature they are beyond the limit of Goffel pardon: they 
are not fuch things for the pardon of which God entered into cove- 
nant;becaufe they are fuch fins which put a man into perfed indifpo- | E 
fitions, and incapacities of entring into, or beingin the covenant. In 
the firft ages ofthe world, Athei/me was of that nature; it was again{t 
their whole religion; andthe finis worfe now, againft the whole 
religion ftill, and againft a brighter light. In the ages after the flood 
idolatry was allo juft fuch another: for as God was known firft one- 


ly 


flates -and degrees of finners, eve: | | 4 23 


A | ly asthe creator,then he began to manifeft himfelfin {pecial contracts SERMON 
with men, and he quickly was declared the God of Ifrac/,and idolatry, XVII, 
perfecly deftroyed all that religion, and therefore was nevet. pardoned | _ | 
intirely 3 but God did vifit it upon them that finned; and whenhe 
pardoncd it in fome degrees, yet he alfo punihed it in fome; and yet 
rebellion againft the fupreme power of Mofes and Aaron was worfe, 
for that alfo is a perfect deftruction of the whole religion, becanfeit 
refufed to fubrhit to thofe hands upon which God bad placed all the 
religion, and all the government. And now if we would know in the 
Gofpel what anfwers thefe precedent fins? J anfwer, firft the fame 
fins acted by a refolute hand and heart are worfe now then ever they 
were: and a third or fourth is alfo to be added; and that is 4poftecy 
or 4 voluntary malicious renouncing the faith : The Church hath often 
declared that fin to be unpardonable: witchcraft or final impeni- 
tence, and objtinacy in any fin are infallibly defperate: and in ge- 
neral, and bya certain parity of rcafon, whatfoever does deftroy 
charity or the good life of a Chriftian with the fame general venom 
and deletery as Apoftacy deftroyes faith ;. and hethat isa Remegsdo 
from charity, is as unpardonable as he that returns to folemn Athe- | . 
s(me or infidelsty:for all that,is dire@ly the fin againft the holy Ghoft, 
that is a throwing that away whereby onely we can be Chriftians, 
whereby onely we can hopeto be faved 5 to fpeak.« word againft the 
holy Ghof in the Pharifes, was declared unpardonable, becaufe it was |_ 
fach a word which ifit had been true, or beleeved, would have de- | . 
f{troyedthe whole religion; . for they faid that Chrift wrought by 
Beelzebub, and by confequence did not come from God: He that 
deftroyes all the whole order of Priefthood, i one of the 

aon parts of the religion,and qge of the greateft effedts of the ho- 
f Ghoft : He that deftroyes government deftroyesahother part;but| 
that we may comenecrer to our felvess to quench the {prrit of Godis| 
| worfe then to {peak fome words againft himsto grieve the [pirit of God 

is a part of the fame impicty, to re/o/? the boly Ghoft is another part; and 
if we confider, that i ag fin does thisinits proportion, it 
would concern us to be carefull, left we fall into prefumptuous fins, | . 
left they get the dominion over us 3 out of this that Ihave {poken you 
ma mean gather what fortof men thofe are, who cannot be f{natch- 
ed from the fire ; for whom as 8. John (aies,we are not tepray,and how} - 
- | neer men come to it that continue in any known fin; if I fhoyld de- 
{cend to particulars ; I might lay a fnareto {crupulous and nice con- 
| fciences. This onely every confirmed habitual finner does manifeft 

‘the divine juftice in punihing the fins of a flore life with a never dy- 
| ing worm, and a never quenched flame, becaufe he hath an affecti- 
| on to finthat no time will diminifh, ‘but fuch as would increafe to | 
| eternal ages; and accordingly as any man hatha degree of love, {o| — 
he hath lodged in his foul a {park , which unleffe it be {peedily and ef- 
fectively quenched, will break forth into unquenchable fire. | 
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Matthew 16. Ver, 26. 


; For what 1 a man pro tedd if be foall gainthe whole world, 
and lofe bis own foul ? or what foall a man give in exchange 
for his fonl ¢ <_ 


fenfual appetites, and protections violent aiid paffionate of thofe 
ae 


Hae 


= eae anaes —s 


The fool ifb exchange. 7 


‘Hac fant jucundifine Martialis 
vitam que facinnt beatiorem. 


Thefe are the meafures of good and evil, the obje& of our hopes 
and fears, the fecuring our content and the portion of this world; 
and for the other, let itbeasitmay. But the Blefled Jefus having 
made revelations of an immortal duration, of another svorld ; and 
of a ftrange reftitution to it, even by the refurrection of the body, 
and 4 sew inveftiture of the foul, with the fame upper garment, 
clarified, and mad pure fo as no Fuller on earth can whiten it; 
hath alfo preached a new Philofophy, hath cancelled all the old 
principles, reduced the appetites of fence to the difcourfes of rea- 
fon, and heightned reafon tothe fublimities of the {fpirit, teachin 
us ab{tractions, and immaterial conceptions, giving us New eyes and 
new objects, and new proportions 3 For now, fenfual pleafures are 
not delightful, riches are droffe, honours are nothing but the ap- 
_ pendages of vertue, and in relation to it are to receive their account; 
but now if you would enjoy life, you muft die; if you would bee 
at eafe, you muft take up Chrifts crofle, and conform to his fuffer- 
ings, if you would fave your life, you mutt lofe it, and if you 
would be rich, you muft abound in good works, you muft be poor 
in {pirit and defpife the world, and be rich unto Gods for whatfo- 
ever is contrary tothe purchafes and affections of this world is an 
endearment of our hopes in the world to come; and therefore hee 
having {tated the queftion fo, that either we muft quit this world 
or the other, our affections I mean, and adherencies to this. or our 
intereft and hopes of the other: the choice is rendered very eafie 
by the words of. my Text, becaufe the diftance is not lefle then in- 


finite, and the comparifon hath termsof a vaft difference, heaven| - 


and hell, eternity anda moment, vanity and real felicity, life and 
death eternal, all that can be hoped for, and all that can be feared 5} 
thefe are the terms of our choice; and if a man have his wits about 
him, and be not drunk with fenfuality, and fenfleffeneffe, he need 
not much to difpute before he pafle the fentence, For nothing can 
be given tous to recompence the lofle of heaven, and. if our fouls 


bee loft, there is nothing remaining to us whereby wee can bee | _ 


happy. | 
What hall it profit aman? or what (hall aman give? is there any | 
exchange fora mans foul? the queftion is an «és of the nega- 
tive. Nothing canbe given for an ¢ntaafze, ora price to fatisfie for 
itsloffe, | - « 
The blood of the Son of God was given to recover it, or as an 
dvnlarayue to God; and when our fouls were forfeit to him, no- 
thing leffe then the life and paflion of GOD and mancould pay. 


the price (I fay ) toGOD, who yet was not concerned in the rn e 
| . fave 
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| make us recompence when we have loft our own fouls, and are 


| zement, what would he give to fave his life? cye for eye, tooth for 


‘led, becaufe its fruits and ufages are tranfmitted to us, by parts, 


text are, 7 Won drbaaG dvlamypye lis uyis; which proverb being ufu- 
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creature Joft, But to us what fhall be the ¢rzdémeyyue2?. what can 


loftin a miferable eternity ? what canthen recompence us? not all | 
the world, not ten thoufand worlds, and of this that miferable man 
whofe foul is loft, is the beft judge: For the queftion is ¢Jvnnxer, 
and hath a potential fignification, and means aay décy, that is, fup- 
pofea man ready to die, condemned to the fentence of a horrid 
death, heightned with all the circumftances of trembling andama- 


tooth , and all that « man hath will hee give for bis life: and this! p | 
turned toa proverb among the Jews; for fo the laft words of the 


ally meant concerning atemporall death, and was intended, to re- 
prefent the fadnefles of a condemned perfon, our bleffed Savi- 
our fitsto his own purpofe, and tranflates to the fignification of |. 
deatheternall, which he firftrevealed clearly to the world; and.be- 
caufe no intereft of the world can make a man recompence for} ! 
his life, becaufe to lofe that, makes him incapable of enjoying the 
exchange, (and he werea {trange fool who having no defigne up- 

on immortality or vertue, fhould be willing to be hanged for ac 
thoufand pound per a#num) this argument increafes infinite- 
ly in the purpofe-of our Bleffed Saviour; and to gain the 
world, and to lofe our fouls in the Chriftian fence is infinitely more 
madneffe, and a worfe exchange, then when our fouls fignifie no- 
thing but a temporall life; and becaufe poflibly the indefinite 
hopes of Elyfium, or an honourable name, might tempt fome har- 
dy perfonsto leave this world, hoping for a better condition, even 
among the Heathens; yet no excufe will acquit a,Chriftian from 
madnefle, if for the purchafe of this world hee lofe his eter- 
nitie. 

Here then firft we will confider the propofitions of the exchange, 
the world and a mans foul, by way of fuppofition, fuppofing all 
that is propounded were obtained ; the whole world. Secondly we 
will confider what is likely to be obtained really, and indeed of the 
world, and what are really the miferies of aloft foul? For it ts 
propounded in the text by way of fuppofition: Jf «man fbould cain 
the world, which no man ever did, nor ever can; and he that gets 
moft, gets too little to be exchanged for a temporall life. And 
thirdly, I fhall apply it to your prachfe, and make materiall con- 


fiderations, 

I. Firft, then fuppofe a man gets all the world, what isit that 
hegets? Itisa bubble and a phantafme, and hathno reality be- 
yond a prefent tranfient ufe, a thing that is impoffible to be enjoy-. 


and by fucceffion; Hethat hath allehe world, (if wecan —— 
uc 
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A | fucha man ) cannot have a difh of freth fummer fruits inthe midft Sermon 
of winter, not fo much asa green fig: and very much ofits pofleffi-; XVIII, 
onsis fohid, fo fugactous and of fo uncertain purchafe, that it islike 
the riches of the fea to the lord of the fhore, alJthe fith and wealth 
within all its hollowneffes are his, but he isnever the better, for 
what he cannot get. All the hell fithesthat produce pearl, produce | 
them not for him; andthe bowels of the earth fhall hide her trea- 
fures in undifcovered retirements ; fo that it will fignifie as much to 
this great purchafer, to be intitledto an inheritance in the upper re- 
gion of the aire ; heis fo far from pofleffing all its riches,that he does 

p | not fo much as know of them, nor underftand the Philofophy of 
~~ | her minerals, 
2. Iconfider that hethat is the greate(ft pofleffor in the world, 
enjoyes its beft and moftnoble parts, and thofe which are of moft 
excellent perfection but incommon with the inferiour perfons, and 
the moft defpicable of his kingdom. Can the greateft Prince inclofe 
‘| the Sun, and fet one little ftar in biscabinet for hisown ufe? or fe- 
cure to himfelf the gentle and benigne influence of any one conftella- 
tion ? Are not his fubjedts fields bedewed with the fame fhowers that 
water his gardens of pleafure ? | 
Nay thofe things which he efteems his ornament and his fingula- 
Cc rjty of his pofleflions, are they not of more ufe to others then to 
himfelf. For fuppofe his garments {plendid and fining like the 
robe of a cherub or the clothing of the fields, all that he that |. 
wears them enjoyes,is that they keep him warm ,and clean and mo-. 
_ | deft and all this is done by clean and Jeffe pompous veftments; and 
| the beauty of them which diftinguifhes him from others, ismade 
to pleafe the eyes of the beholders; and heislikea fair bird, or 
the meretricious painting of a wanton woman made wholy to be 
looked on, that isto be enjoyed by every one but himfelf; and 
the faireft face and the fparkling eye cannot perceive or enjo 

D | their own beauties but by reftefion, It is I that ani pleafed with 
beholding his gayety , and the gay wian in his greateft bra- 
very is onely pleafed becaufe I am pleafed witli the fight: fo 
borrowing his little and imaginary complacency ., fom the 
rr that I have, hot ftom any inherency of his own pof- 

eCluone . : 
The pooreft Artizan of Rome walking in Czfars gardens, had 
the fame pleafures which they miniftred to their Lord: arid al- 
though it may be he was put to gather fruits to eat, from another 
EF | place, yet his other fences were delighted equally with Czfars: the 
birds made him as good mufick, the flowers gave him as {weet 
fmells, he there fucked as good aire, and delighted in the beauty 
atid order of the place, for thé fame reafon and upon the fame per- 
ception, 4s the prince himfelf: fave onely that Czfar paid for all 
that pleafure vaft fummes of money, the blood and treafure of 3 | 
: pro- | 
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SERMON | province, which the poor man had for nothing, 


| greater then to behold the beauty ofa little profpe@ froma hill, or 


{ty underftand the natare and degrees. apd effences, and ends o 
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3. Suppofea man Lord of all the world, (for ftill we are but 
in fuppofition ) yet fince every thing is received, not according to 
its own greatnefle and worth, but according to the capacity of the 
receiver, it fignifies very little asto ourcontent; or tothe riches of 
our pofieflion. Ifany man fhould give to a Lion a fair meadow 
full ofhay, ora thoufand quince trees, or fhould give to the good- 
ly Bull, the master and the faireft of the whole herd, a thou- 
fand fair Stags; If a man fhould prefent to a childea thip laden 
with Perfian carpets, and the ingredients of the rich {carlet, all thefe 
being either difproportionate to the appetite or to the underftand- 
ing, could adde nothing of content, and might declare the freenefle 
of the prefenter, but they upbraid the incapacity of the receiver : 
and fo it does if God fhould give the whole world toany man; He 
knows not whatto dowithit; hecan ufe no more but according 
tothe capacities ofaman, Hecan ufe nothing but meat and drink 
and cloths; and infinite riches that can give himchanges of rai- 
mentevery day, anda fulltable, dobut give hima clean trencher 
every bit he eats, it fignifiesno more but wantonnefie, and variety 

tothe fame, not toany new purpofes; He to whom the world can 
be given to any purpofe greater then a private eftate can mini- 
{ter, muft have new capacities created in him; He needs theun- 
derftanding of an Angel to take the accounts of hiseftate; He had 
need have a ftomach like fire or the grave: for elfe he can eat no 
more then one of his healthfull fubjedts, and unleffe he hath an eye 
like the Sun, and a motion like that ofa thpught, and a bulk as 
big as one of the orbs of heaven; the pleafures of his eye can be no 


to look upon the heap of gold packt up ina little room, or to dote 
upon a cabinet of Jewels better then which thereisno man that 
fees at all but fees every day; For not toname the beauties and 
{parkling diamonds of heaven, a mans, or a womans, ot a haukes 
eye is more heauteous and excellent, then all the Jewels of his 
crown, And when we remember, that a beaft who hath quicker fen- 
festhena man, yet hath not.fo great delight inthe fruition of any 
abject , . becaufe he wants underftanding and the power to 
make reflex acts upon his perception, it will follow, that under- 
ftanding aod . knowledge is the greateft inftrument of pleafure, 
and he that is moft knowing hath a capacity to become happy, 
which alefle knowing prince or arich, perfon hath not: and inthis 
onely a mans capacity. is capable of enlargement:but then although 
they oncly have power to relifh any pleafure rightly, who right- 


things, yet they that do fo, underftand alfo the vanity and the ua- 


fatisfyingnefle of the things of this world, fo. that the relith | 


which could not be great, but in agreat underftanding appears coa- 
| : = | tem ptible 
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A | temptible, becaufe its vanity appears at the fame time; the under- | S ERMON: 
XVII, 


{tanding fees all, and fees thorow it. 


4. The greateft vanity of this world is remarkable in this, that 
allits joyes fummed up together are not big enough to counterpoife 
the evil of one fharp difeafe, or toallaya forrow. For imaginea 
man great in his Dominion as Cyrus, rich as Solomon, victorious 
as David, beloved like Titus, learned as Trifmegift, powerful as all 
the Roman greatnefle, all this, and the refults of all this,give bim no 
more pleafure in the midft of a feaver, orthe tortures of the {tone, | 
then if he were onely lord of a little difh,and a dith full-of fountain 
water. Indeed the excellency of a holy confcience is a comfort 
and a magazine of joy, fo great, that it fweetens the moft bitter po- 
tion of the world, and makes torturesand death, not onely talera- 
ble, but amiable ; and therefore to part with this whofe excellency 

is fo great, for the world thatis of fo inconfiderablea worth, as not 
to have in it recompence enough, for the ferrows of a fharp difeafe,| _ 
is a bargain fit to be made by none but foolsand mad-men, Antio- 
chus, Epiphanes,and Herod the great, and his grand-child Agrippa, | 
were fad inftances of this great truth; toevery of which it happe-| 
ned thatthe grandeur of their fortune, the greatnefle of their pof- 
fefsions, and the encreafe of their eftate difappeared, and expired 

‘| Jike Camphire’at their arreft, by thofe feveral fharp difeafes, which 
covered their head with Cypreffe, and hid their crowns in an inglori- 
ous grave.°. - | : 

For what can all the world minifter toa fick perfon? If it repre- 
fents all the fpoils of nature, and the choiceft delicacies of land and 
fea.. Alas his appetite is loft, and to fee a pibble-ftone is more plea- 
fing to him: For he cantook upon that without loathing, but not fo 
upon the moft.delicious fare that ever made famous the Roman 
luxury, Perfumes make his head ake; if you load him with jewels, 
| you prefle him with a burden as troublefome as his grave-ftone: | — 
and what pleafure isin all thofe poffeffions, chat cannot make his 
pillow eifie nor tame the rebellion of a tumultuous humour, nor 
reftore the ufe of a withered hand, or ftraighten a crooked finger :} 
| vain is the hope of that man whofe foul refts upon vanity, and {uch 
unprofitable poffeffions. Stan oe | | | 

5. Suppofe a man lord of all this world, an univerfal Monarch, 
as fome Princes have lately defigned, all that cannot minifter con-| 
tentto him ; not that content which a poor contemplative man by 
the ftrength of Chriftian Philofophy,and the fupport of a very {mall 
fortune daily doesenjoy. All his power & greatnefs canot command 
the fea to overflow his fhores, or to {tay from the retiring to the op- 
pofite ftrand, ft cannot make his children dutiful or wife; and though 
the world admired at the greatnefs of Philip the fecond’s fortune in 
the acceffion of Portugal and the Eaft Indies to his Principalities, yet 
this could not allay the infelicity of his family,and the unhandfome- 

| | Vv 
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SERMON | nefle of bis condition in having a proud, and indifcreet, and 


XVill, 


ee ee 


ous young Prince likely to inherit all his greatnefle. Andif no- 
thing appearsin the face of {uch a fortune, totell all the world that 
it is {potted and imperfect; yet there is in all conditions of the 
world, fuch wearinefle and tedioufnefle of the {pirits, that a manis 
ever more pleafed with hopes of going off for the prefent, then 
in dwelling upon that condition which it may be others admire, 
and think beauteous, but none knoweth the {mart of it, but hee 
that drank off thelittle pleafure, and fele the ill relith of the ap- 
pendage. How many Kings have groaned under the burden of 
their crowns, and have funk down and died? How many have 
quitted their pompous cares, and retired into private lives, there 
to enjoy the pleafures of Philofophy and Religion, which their 
thrones denied ? 

And if weconfider the fuppofition of the Text, the thing will 


_| demonftrateit felf. Forhewhocanbe fuppofed the owner and 


Horat.] 3.fat.3 


@ 
« 


purchafer of the whole world, muft either bea King ora private 
perfon. A private perfoncan hardly be fuppofed to be the man, 
For if hebe fubject to another, how can hee be Lord of the whole 
world? Butif he bea King, itis certain, thathis cares are great- 
er then any mans, his fears are bigger, his evils mountainous, the 
accidents that difcompofe hin are more frequent, and fometimes | 
intolerable: and of all his great pofleffions he hath not the great- 
eft ufe and benefit. But they are like a great harveft-which more 
labourers muft bring in, and more muft eat of; onely hee is the 
centre of allthe cares, and they fix upon him ; but the profits run 
out to all the lines of the circle: toall that are about him; whofe 


good is therefore greater then the good of the Prince ; Becaufe what | _ 


they enjoy isthe purchafe of the Princes care; and fo they feed 
upon his coft. | | 3 | | 


Privatafque magis vivam te Rege beatus, 


Servants live the beft fives: for their careis fingle, onely how to 
pleafe their Lord 5 but all the burden of a troublefome providence, 
and miniftration, makes the outfide pompous and more full of ce- 
remony ; but they intricate the condition, and difturb the quiet of 
the great pofleffor, : | 

And imagine a perfon as bleft as can bee fuppofed upon the 
{tock of worldly intereft; when all his aecounts are caft up, he: 


differs nothing from his fubjedts, or his fervants, but in meer cir-| 


cumf{tance, nothing of reality or fubftance, He hath more to wait} 
at his Table, or perfons of higher rank to do the meanelt offices ; 
more ceremonies of addrefle, a fairer Efcutcheon, louder Titles; 
But can his multitude of difhes make him have a good ftomack, 
or does not fatiety cloy it: when his high diet is fuch, that heis not 


capable 


aviti- A 


— The foolifb exchange. : | 23% 
TA , Capable of being feafted, and knows notthe frequent delights, arid; SERMON. 
| | oftener pofsibilities, a poor man hath of being refrefhed, while} Xvi, 
not onely his labour makes hunger. and fo makes his meat delicate; 
| Cand then ic cannot be ill fare. let it be what it will): but alfo his 

provifion is fuch, that every little addition is a dire feaft to hith; 

while the great owner of the world giving to himfelf the utmoft 

of his defires, hath nothing left beyond his ordinary, to become the 
entertainment of his feftival dayes, but more loads of the fame’ rere whebj 
‘meat. And then let him confider how much of felicity can this | fane chit, 
condition contribute to him. In which he is not further gone beyond , /"¢ 1-4 
a perfon of a little fortune, inthe greatnefle of his poflefsion, then 
he is fallen fhort in the pleafures did pofsibility of their enjoy- 
ment. . hoe 

And that is a fad condition, when like Midas all that the man] : 

touches fhallturnto gold: and bis is no better,to whom a perpe-|. 
tual full ablenot recreated with fafting, not made pleafant with 
intervening {carcity minifters no more good thena heap of gold 
does, that is, he hath no benefit of it, fave the beholding of it with 
his eyes. Cannot a man quench his thirft as well out af an Urn or} 
Chalice, as out of a whole River ? It is an ambitious thirft, and a 
pride of draught, that had rather lay his mouth to Euphrates then 
toa petty goblet; but if he had rather, it addes not fo much to his 
content, as to his danger, and his vanity, ? 7 | 


ana 


| | co fit ‘e 
Plenior ut fi quos delectet ccpia jufto, 
Cam vipa fimulavulfes ferat anfidus acer. 


For fol have heard of perfons whom the river hath {wept away, 
together with the Turf they preffed, when they ftooped todrown 
their pride rather thentheir thirft, | 

6. Butthis fuppofition hatha leflening tearm, If amancould 
be born heir of all the world. it were fomething: But no manever 
wasfo; except him onely who enjoyed the leaft of it, the Son of 
man, that had not where tolay his head: but in the fuppofition 
it iss [ If 4 man could [ gain] the whole world, ) which fuppofes 
labourand forrow, trouble and expence, venture and hazard, and 
fo much time expired in its acquiftand purchace, that befides: the 
poffeffion is not fecured to us for terme of life, yet our lives are 
almoft expired, before we become eftated in our purchafes, And 
indeed itis a fad thing to feean ambitious, or a covétous perfon| 
make his life unpleafant, troublefome, and vexatious, to grafp a 
power bigger then himfelf; To fight for it with infinite hazards of 
his life, fo thatit isa thoufand to one but he perithesin the attempt, 
and gets nothing at all, but an untimely grave, a reproachful me- 
mory, and an early damnation, Rng fuppofe he pase } | 

a | that 
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SgRMON | that the unhappy party is but to begin a new game, then to fee 


the fears, the watchfulneffe, the diligencé, the laborious arts to 
fecure a pofleffion, left the defperate party fhould recover a defpe- 
rate game: And fuppofe this with a new {tock of labours, danger, 
and expence, be feconded by a new fuccefle; then to look npon the 
new emergencies, and troubles, and difcontents among his friends, 
about parting the {poil, the envies, the jealoufies, che flanders, the | - 
| under-minings, and the perpetual infecurity of his condition; all 
thisI fay, isto feea man take infinite pains to make himfelf mi- 
ferable; but if he will be fo unlearned, asto call this gallantry, or 
a {plendid fortune, yet by this time when he remembers, hee hath 
— — much of his time in trouble ; and how long he fhall 
enjoy this he is ftill uncertain; he is not certain of amoneth, and | 
fuppofe it be feven yeers, yet when he comesto die, and caft up 
| his accounts, and fhall finde nothing remaining, but a fad remem- 
brance of evils, and troubles paft, and expectations of worfe, infi- 
nitely worfe, he muft acknowledge himfelf convinced, that to gain 
all this world is a fortune not worth the Jabour and the dangers, 
the fears and tranfportations of paffions, though the fouls lofle bee 
notconfidered inthe bargain. | 3 | 
But I told you all this while, that this is but a fuppofition 
fill, the putting ofa cafe, or likea fidion of law, nothing reall: 
for if weconfider in the fecond place, how much every man is like- 
| ly to get really, and how much itis pofiible for any man to get, we 
fhall finde the account far fhorter yet, and the purchafe moft trifling 
andinconfiderable. For 1, the world is at the fame time enjoy- 
ed by all its inhabitants, and the fame portion of it by feverall per- 
fonsin their feveral capacities, A Prince enjoyes his whole king- | 
dom, not.as all his people enjoyes it, but in the manner of a Prince; 
the fubjects inthe manner of fubje&s.. The Prince hath certain 
‘Regalia beyond the reft; But the feudal right of fubietts does 


.{them more emolument, and the Rega/sa does the Prince more ho- 
-|nour; and thefe that hold the feesin fubordinate right, tranfmit it 


alfo totheir Tenants, and beneficiaries, and dependants to publike 
ufes, to charity, and hofpitality ; all which is a leffening of the 
lords pofleffions and a cutting bis river into little ftreams, not that 
himfelfalone, but that all bis relatives may drink and be refrethed, 
Thus the Well where the Woman of Samaria fate was. Jacobs 
Well, and he drank of it, but fo did his wives, and his children, 
and his cattel; fo that what we call ours, is really ours, but for 
our portion of expence and ufe; we have fo little of it, that our 
fervants have far more, and that which is ours is nothing but the 
title , and the care, and. the trouble of fecuring and difpenfing ; 
fave onely that GOD whofe ftewards we all are, will call fuch 


{owners (as they are pleafed to call themfelves) to ftrict accounts 


for their difburfments, And by this account the pofleffion or do- 
: 3 minion 
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A.-; minion is but a word, and fervesa fancy ora paffion, ora vice, but! SER MON 
no reall end of nature 3 it is the ufe and (pending it that makesaman,| XVIII. 
to all reall purpofes of nature to be the owner of it, and inthisthe 

lord and mafter have but afhare, _ | 
But fecondly, confider how fat fhort of the whole world the 
eateft Prince that ever reigned did come, Alexander that wept 
becaufe he had no more worlds to conquer, was in his knowled ge 
deceived, and bruitifh, asin his paffion; he over-run much of Afia, 
but he could never pafle the Ganges, and never thruft his (word in 
the bowels of Europe,and knew nothing of America And the jexwuivn, 
or the whole world begaa to have an appropriate fence and wasra-| 
ther put to the Romane Greatneile asin honourab'e Apr ellative, 
then did fignifie that they were lords of the world, who never went 

beyond Perfia, Egypt not Britain, | 
But why do I talk of great things in this Queftion of the ex- 
change of the foul for the world > Becaufe itis areal! Gargain which 
many men (too many God knows ) domake, we mutt confiderit 
as applicable to practice. Every man that lofes his foul for the 
purchafe of the world, muft not looke to have the portion of a 
King. How fewmen are Princes, and of thole that are not born 
c fo, how feldm inftances are found in ttory, of perfons that by 
their induftry became fo >? But we mult come far lower yet. 
Thoufands there are that damne themfelves, and yet their purchafe 
at long-running, and after a bafe and weary life {fpent, is but five 
hundred pounds a yeer; nay it may be they onely cozen an ealie 
perion out ofa good eftate, and pay for it atan eafie rate, which 
they obtain by lying, by drinking. by flattery, by force; andihe 
gainis nothing but a thoufand pound in the whole, or it may be 
nothing butra convenience. Nay, how many men hazard their {al- 
vation for an acre of ground, for twenty pound, to pleafe a ma- | 

Dp | fer, togeta {mall and a kinde ufage from a Supericur? Thefe 
men get but little, chough they did not give fo much for it. So little, 
that Epi@tetus thought the purchafe dear enough, though you paid 
nothing for it but flattery, and obfervance. & xgexaidns ie Aiea tHyG| 
G8 Edtonag Td xgaty]s 3su word?) 78 Seavey’ Saraire SY dure TAG Steametag ores) 
Obfervance was the price of his meal, and le paid too dear for 
one that gave his birth-right for it: but he that exchanges his foul | 
| for it, knowes not the vanity of his purchafe, nor the value of his | 
loffe. He that gains the purchafe and {poil ofa kingdom,hath got that 
which to all that are placed in heaven, or to a man that were feated in 
the paths of the Sun, feem but like a {pot in aneye, or a Mathemati- | 
E | cal point, fo without vaftoetle, thatie feems to be without dimenfi- | 
ons. But he whofe purchafe is bue his neighbours field, or a few un- 
juft acres, hath got that which is inconfiderable below the notice and 
defcription of the Mp for by fuch Hierogly phicall reprefentments, 

Socratcs chid the vanity of a proud Athenian, | 7 

| V 3 3. Although 
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_dvexation, and care, and want, the ambitious requiring of great 
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3. Although thefe premifes may fuffice to fhew that the fuppo- 
fed purchafe is but vain, and that all which men ufe really to ob- 
tain, is lefle then trifles, yet even the poffeffion of it whatfoever 
it beis not meer and unmixt, bucallaid with forrow and uneafi- 
nefle: the gain hath but enlarged our appetite, and like a draught 
to an hydropiek’ perfon, hath enraged his thirft; and ftill that 
which he hath notis infinitely bigger then what he hath, fincéthe 
firft enlargement of bis purchafe was not to fatisfie peceflity, but his 
paflion, hisluft or his avarice, his pride or hisrevenge, thefe things 
ceafenot by their fewel, but their flames grow bigger, and the 
capacities are {tretched, and they want more then they did at firft, 
For who wants moft, he that wants five pound. or he that wants 
five thoufand: And {uppofing a man naturally fupported and pro- 
vided for, in the difpenfations of nature, there is no difference, but 
thatthe poor hath enough to fill his belly, and the rich man can ne- 
ver have enough to fill hiseye, The poor mans wants areno grea- 
ter then what may be fupplied by charity ; and the rich mans wants 
are fo big, that none but Princes can relieve them, and they are 
left to all the temptations of great vices, and huge cares tomake 
their reparations. 


Dives eget gemmis, Cereali munere pauper, 
Sed cum egeant ambo paup:r egens minus eff, 


Ifthe greatnefle ofthe worlds poffeffions produce fuch fruits, 


eftates, is but like the felling of a fountain, to buy a feaver, a parting 
with content, to buy neceffiry, and the purchafe of an unhandfome 
condition, at the price of infelicity.- . : 

4. Hethat enjoyes a great portion of this world hath moft 
commonly the allay of fome great crofle, which although fome- 
times God defignes in mercy, to wean his affections from the world, 
and for the abftratting them from fordid adherencies and cohabi- 
tation, to make his eyes like ftars, to fix them in the orbs of hea- 
ven, and the regions of felicity , yet they were an infeparable ap- 
pendant and condition of humanity, Solomon obferved the vani- 
ty of fome perfons, that heaped up great riches for their heirs, and 
yetknew not whether a wife man ora fool fhould poflefie them, 
this is a great evil under the Sun. And if we obferve the great crofles 
many times God permits in great families, as difcontent in mar- 
riages, artificiall or naturall baftardies, a fociety of man and wife 
like the conjunction of two politicks, full of ftate, and ceremony, | - 
and defigne, but empty of thofe {weet carefles, and natural! hearty 
complications, andendearments, ufuall in meaner and innocent 
perfons, the perpetuall fickneffe, fulnefie of: diet, fear of dying, 
the abufe of flatterers, the trouble and noife of company ; ye 7 
| | : | ious 
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A dious officivufnetle, of impertinent and ‘ceremonious vifits, the de-| SERMON 

| clenfion of eftate, the fadneffe of {pirit, the notoriou(nefle of thofe| XVIII, 

difhenours which the meaneft of lower perfons conceals, but their 
eminency makes us vifible, as the {pots in the moons face, we thall 
finde him to be moft haypy, that hath moft of wifdom, and leaft 
of the world, becaufe he onely hath the leaft danger, and the moft 
fecurity. | cl. Gs 
5. Andlaftly, his foul fo gets nothing that wins all this world, 
ifhe lofes his foul, that it is ten to one but he that gets the one, 
therefore fhall lofe the other; For to a great and opulent for- 
B | tune fin is fo adherent and infinuating, that it comes to him in the 
natureof civility; Itisa fad fightto feea great perfonage under- 
takean adion paflonately and upon great intereft; and let him 
manage it asindifcreetly, let the whole defigne be unjuft, let it be 
acted with all the malice and impotency in the world, he thall 
have enough to tell him that he proceeds wifely enough, to be fer- 
vanes of his interef{t, and promoters of his fin, inftruments of his 
malice and actors of revenge. But which of all his relatives thal] 
dare to tell him of his indifcretion, of his rage and of his folly ¢ 
he had necd bea bold man anda fevere perfon, that fhall tell him 
C of his danger; and that he is in a direct progrefle. towards hell 5 
and indeed fuch perfonages have been fo long nourifhed up in foft- 
nes, flattery and effem:nancy, thattoo often themfelves are im- 
patient of amonitor, and think the charity and duty of a modeft 
reprehenfion to be a rudenefle and incivility :. that Prince 1s a wife 
man that loves to have it otherwife; and certainly it's a {trange 
civility and dutifulnetie to frierds and relatives, to fuffer him to 
go to hell uncontrolled, rather then to feem unmannerly to- 
wards a great finner. But certainly this is none of the leaft in- 
felicities of them who are Lords of the world and matters of great 
potleffions. : 

I omit to {peak of the habitual! intemperance, which is toocom- 
monly annexed to Feftival and delicious tables, where there 1s no 
other meafure or reftraint upon the appetite, but its fulnefle and 
faticty, and when it cannot or dare not eat more, Oftentimes it hap- | 
pens, that the intemperance ofa poor table is more temperate and 
hath lefle of luxury init, then the temperance ofarich, Tothis 
are confequent all the evil accidents and effects of fulnefle; pride, 
tuft, wantonnefle, foftnefles of difpofition and diffolution of man- 
ners, huge talking, imperioufnefle, defpite and contempt of poor 
perfons, and at the be(t itisa great temptation for a maggo have 
E | in his power. wh.c(oever he can have inhis fenfual defires: who 

then fhall check his voracity, or calm his revenge, or allay his pride, | 

or mortifie his luft, or humble his {pirit? itis like as when a luft- 

ful young and tempted perfon lives perpetually with his amorous 

and delicious miltris , if be fcspes burning, that is air 

rom |. 
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Sa RMON from within and fet on fire from without, ic is a greater miracle then | A 
| XVIL, | theefcaping from the flames ofthe furnace, by the three children 
of the captivity. And juft fuch a thing is the pofleflion of the 
world, it furnifhes us with abilities to fin and opportunities 
of ruine, and it makes us to dwell with poifons, and dangers, and 
enemies. 7 oe 
| And although the grace of God is fufficient to great perfonages, 
and matters of the world, and thatit is poffible for a young manto 
be tied upon a bed of flowers, and faftned by the arms and band 
| of acurtefan and tempted wantonly ; and yet to efcape the danger 
land th-crime, and te triumph glorioufly : (for fo Saint Hierome 
reports of a fon of the king of Nicomedia ) and riches and a free 
fortune are defigned by Godto bea mercy and an opportunity of 
doing noble things, and excellent charity, and exact juftice, and 
to protect innocence, andtodefend opprefled peoples yet itisa 
mercy mixt with much danger; yet itis likethe prefent of a whole 
vintage to a man in a hettick feaver, he will be fhrewdly tempt- 
edto drink of it, and if hedoes, he is inflamed and may chance 
to die with the kindenefle. Happy are thofe perfons who ufethe 
world and abufe it not, who poiletle a part of it and love it forno 
other ends, but for neceffities of nature, and conveniences of per- | C 
fon,and diicharge of a)] their duty and the offices of religion, and in 
charity to Chrilt and all Chrifts members; but fince he that hath 
all the world cannot command nature to do him one office extra- 
ordinary, and enjoyes the beft parts but in common with the poor- 
eft maninthe world, andcanufeno more of it but according to 
alimited and a very narrow capacity, and whatfoever he can ufe 
‘or pofleffe cannot out-weigh the prefent preffure of a tharp difeafe, 
nor can it at all give him content without which there can be nothing 
of felicity ; fincea prince in the matter of ufing the world, differs 
nothing from his fubjects, but in mere accedents and circumftan-| > 
ces, and yet thefe very many trifling differences are not to be ob- 
tained but by fo much labour and care, fo great expence of time 
and trouble, that the pofleflion will not pay ‘thus much of the 
rice, andafter all this, the man may die two bours after he hath 
made his troublefome and expenfive purchafe,and is certain not to 
enjoy itliong» : 
-” ‘Addeto thislaft, that moft men get folittle of the world, that 
it js all together of a trifling and inconfiderable iatereft, that they 
who have the molt of this world, have the moft of rhat but in 
title anggin fupreme rights, and referved priviledges, the real ufe| E 
defcending-upoo others to more: fubftantial purpofes; that the 
pofleffion of this trifle is mixt with forrow upon other accidents, 
land ig allayed with fear, and that the greatnefle of mens pol- 
feffions increafe their thir{t; and enlarge their wants, by {welling 
their capacity, and aboveall, is of fogreat dangerto a mans = 
a : | thae 
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A | thata great fortune and a very great vertue af@ not alwayes obfer- SERMON 
ved to grow together; He that obfervesall this,andmuchmorehe <XiX, 
may obferve, will fee that hethat gainsthe whole world hath made 

no fuch great bargain of it, although he had it for nothing, but the 

neceilary unavoidable troubles in gettingit; but how greata folly 

it is to buy fo great a trouble, fo great a vanity, with the lofle of out 

precious fou)s remains to be confidered in the following parts of the 

text. 
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Sermon XIX, 
I The foolifh exchange. toy 


Part I. 


bis foul ?] And now the queftion's finally {tated, and the dif- 
pute is concerning the fum of affairs, 


A* Lofe his own foul ? or what fhalla man give ix exchange for 


D 
_ De morte hominis nulla eft cunttasio longs, 


_ And therefore when the foul is at ftake, not for its tempo- 

ral, but for itseternal intereft, it is not good to be hafty in deter- | 

| mining, without taking juft meafures of the exchange.” Solomon | 
had the good things of the world actually in pofleffion, and hee 

tried them at the rouch-ftone of prudence and natural value, and | 
found them allayed with vanity and imperfection, and wee that fee 

E | them weighed inthe ballance of the Sanctuary , and tried by the | 
touch-ftone of the fpirit, finde them not onely light, and uoprofi- 
table, but pungent and dolorous, but sow we are to corifider what 
| it is chat men part with, and lofe, when with paffion and impo- 
tency they gerthe world, and chat will prefent the bargam to bee 

a huge infelicity. And this I obferveto be intimated in the se | 
ole} 
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SERMON |[ lofe] for he givé@gold for cloth, or precious ftones for bread, A 
X1X. | ferves his needsof nature, and lofes nothing by it, and the merchant 
that found a pearl of great price, and fold all thathc had to make 
the purchafe of it, made a good venture, he wasno lofer ; but here 
the cafe is otherwife, when aman gains the whole world, and his 
foul goesin the exchange, hee hath not done like a merchant, but 
likeachilde, ora prodigal, hee bathgiven himfelf away, hee hath 
loft all that can diftinguifh him from a flave, or a miferable per- 
fon, he lofes his foul in the exchange ; for the foul of a man, all the 
world cannot bea juft price, aman may lofeit, or throw it away, 
| but he can never make good exchange, when hee parts with this| p 
jewel, and therefore our Bleffed Saviour rarely well exprefles it 
by nut, whichis fully oppofed to eG gain, it is fuch an ill mar- 
keta man makes, asif he fhould proclaim bis riches, goods, ven- 
dible for a garland of thiltles decked and trimmed up with the Qink- 
Ing poppy: : : . 7 ae 
But we fhall better underftand the nature of this bargain, if wee 
confider the foul that is exchanged, what itis init felf, in order, 
not of nature, butto felicity, and the capacities of joy; fecondly 
| what price the’Son of GOD payed for it; andthirdly what it isto 
lofeit, thatis, what miferies and tortures are fignified by lofinga ¢ 
mans foul, | | : | 
Firft, if wee confider what the foul is in its own capacity 
to happinefle , wee thall finde it to bee anexcellency greaterthen 
the Sun; of an Angelical fubftance, fifter to a Cherubin, an image 
of the Divmmity, and the great argument of that mercy, whereby 
God did diftinguith us from the lower form of beafts, and trees, and 
minerals, | | 
For fo it was the Scripture affirms, that Ged made man efter | 
his own image, that is, fecundum slam imaginem Cr ideam quam con- 
cepst ipfe, not according to the likeneffe of any of thofe creatures yy 
which were preexiftent to mans production ; not according to apy . 
of thofe images or ideas whereby God created the heavens, and 
the earth; but bya new form, to diftinguifh him from all other 
fubftances; he made him by a new idea of his own, by an uncreated 
exemplar ; and befides that this was a donation of intelligent facul- 
ties, fuch as we underf{tand to be perfect, and effential, or rather the 
effence of God, it was alfoa defignation of him to a gloriousim- 
mortality anda communication of the rayes and refleCtions of his 
own ellential felicities. | 
But the foul is all that whereby we may be, and without which we E 
cannot bee happy. It is not the eye that fees the beauties of the 
heaven, nor the ear that hearsthe {weetnefles of mufick, or the glad 
tidings of a profperous accident, but the foul that perceives all the 
relifhes of fenfual and intelleGual perfections, and the mere noble 
and excellent the foulis, the greater and more favory are its per- 
| ceptions; 
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| 


monds of a ftarry night, or the order of the world, or hearsthe! 1X. 
difcourfes of an Apoftle, becaufe hee makes no reflex acts upon 
himfelf, and fees not that he fees; he can have but the pleafure 
of a fool, or the delicioufnefle of a mule, But although the re~ 
flection of its own acts beea rare inftrument of pleafure, or pain | 
refpectively, yet the fouls excellency is upon the fame reafon not 
perceived by us, by which the fapidnefle of pleafants things of 
nature, are not underftood by a childe; even becaufe the foul can- 
not réflect far enough. Forasthe Sunne which is the fountain of 
light and heat, makes violent and direct emiffion of his rayes from 
himfelf, but reflects them no further then to the bottom of a cloud, 
or the loweft imaginary circle of the middle region, and therefore}. 
receives nota duplicate of hisownheat; foisthe foul of man. it 
reflects upon its own inferiour actions of particular fenfe, or gene- 
rall underftanding ; but becaufe it kngws little of its own nature, 
the manners of volition, the immediate inftruments of underftand- 
ing, -the way how it comes to meditate, and cannot difcern how a 
fudden thought arrives, or the folution of a doubt, not depending 
upon preceding premifes, therefore above half its pleafuresare a- 
bated, and its own worth leffe underftood ; and poflibly it is the 
better, itisfo. Ifthe Elephant knew his {trength, or the horfe the 
vigoroufnefle of his own fpirit, they would be as rebellious againft 
their rulers, as unreafonable men againft government: nay the 
Angels themfelves, becaufe their light reflected home to their orbs, 
and they underftood. all the fecrets. of their own perfection, they 
grew vertiginous and fell from the battlements of heaven, But the 
‘excelleney of a humane foul fhall then be truely underftood, when 
the reflection will make no diftraction of our faculties, nor enkin- 
dle any irregular fires ; when we may underftand our felves without 


danger. ? | 
In the mean this confideration is gone high enoug we un- 
derftand the foul of a man to be fo excellently perf at we can-" 


not underftand how excellently perfec it is: that being the beft 
way of exprefling our conceptions of God himfelf; and there- 
fore I thal] not need by diftinct difcourfes to reprefent that the will 
of manisthe Jaft refore and fanctuary of ttue pleafure, which in 
its formality can be nothing elfe buta conformity of pofleffion, of 
of beingto the will; that the underftanding being the chanel and 
f- | conveyance of the nobleft perceptions feeds. upon pleafures in all its 
| proportionate acts, and unleffe it be difturbed by intervening finnes | 
aod:remembrances, derived hence, keeps a perpetual feftival; that | 

the pafions are-every of them fitted with an object, in which th 
reft as in cheir centre; that they have fuch delight in thefe thet 
| proper objects, thac toooften they venture a damnation, rather 
then quit their ineereft and otteflion ; but yet from = confi- 
7 : erations 
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XIX. | figned to bee an immenfe fea of pleafurtes, even inits natural ca- 
pacities, isto lofe all that whereby a man can poffibly bee, or bee 
fuppofed happy; and fo much the rather is this underftood to bee 
aninfupportable calamity, becaufe lofing a foul in this fence, isnot 
ameer privation of thofe felicities of which a foul is naturally de- 

| fignedto bea partaker, but itis an invefting it with contrary ob- 
jects, and crofle effects, and dolorous perceptions: For the will, if 
it mifles its defires, is affli€ted, and the underftanding when it ceafes 
to be ennobled with excellent things, is made ignorant as a fwine, 
dull asthe foot of arock, and the affeGions are inthe deftituti- 


compofed, tothe height of rage and violence, But this is but the 
aeyt ddt'vav, the beginning of thofe throes which end not but ineter- 
nal infelicity, | | 
Secondly, if we confiderghe price that the Son of God payed for 
the redemption of afoul, we hall better zftimate of it, then from 
~ the weak difcourfes of our imperfect and unlearned Philofophy : 
Not the {poil of rich provinces, not the x{timate of kingdoms, not 
the price of Cleopatra’s draught, ‘not any thing thae was cor- 
ruptible or perifhing; for that which could not one minute rc, 
tard the term of its own natural diflolution, could not be a Price | 
for the redemption of one perifhing foul. And if we lift but to re~ 
member,and then confider, that a miferable, loft,and accurfed foul, 
does fo infinitely undervalue, and difrelith all the goods and 
riches that this world dotes on; that he bath no more guftin them, 
or pleafure, then the fox hath in eating a turf: that if he could be 
imagined to be the Lord of ten thoufand worlds, he would give 
them all for any fhadow of a hope of a poflibility of returning 
to life again; that Dives in hell would have willingly goneon Em- 
bafly to his fathers houfe, that he might have been guit a littlefrom | 
| his flames .and on that condition would have given Lazarus the. 
fee-fim pla all his temporal pofleflions, though he had onde. 
denied to relieve him with the fuperfluities of his Table, will foon 
confefic that amoment of time is no good exchange for an eternj- 
ty of duration; and a light unprofitable poffeffonis not to be put 
in the ballance againft 4 foul, which is the glory of the creation; 
4 foul, with whom God had made a contrat, and contracted excel. 
lent relations, it being one of Gods appellatives, that he is | the lover 
of fouls. | | mee 
_| When God made a foul, it was onely, faciaewue hominem ad inia~ E 
génem noftram ; He {pake the word and it was done; but when man| 
had loft this foul, which the fpirit of God breathed in him, it was 
not fo foon recovered, Itislike the refurredtion, which hath trou« 
bled the faith ofmany,who are more apt to beleeve, that God made 
a man from nothing, then that he can return a man from duft and 


corruption 
a 


a 
SERMON |derations it would follow that to lofe a foul, which is de- A 


on of their perfective actions, made tumultuous, vexed and dif- B | 


} 
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A , corruption: bur for this refurrection of the foul, for the reim-: 5 ERMON: 


placing the Divine image, for the refcuing it from the Devils power,| _ X1X. 
for the reintitling it to the kingdoms of grace and glory, GOD did 
a work greater then the creation; Hee was fain to contra Di- | 
vinity to a fpan, to fend a perfon to die for us, who of himfelf 
could not die, and was conftrained to ufe rare and myfterious arts, 
to make him capable of dying, hee prepared a perfon inftrumen- 
tal to his purpofe, by fending his Son from his own bofom, a per- 
fon both God and man, an enigma toall nations, and to all {cien- 
ces; one that ruled over all the Angels, that walked upon the 
pavements of heaven, whofe feet were clothed with ftars, whofe 
eyes were brighter then the Sun, whofe voice is louder then thun- 
der, whofe undertanding is Jarger then that infinite {pace which 
we imagine in the uncircum{cribed diftance, beyond the firft orbe 
of heaven, a perfonto whom felicity was as eflential as life to God, 
this wasthe onely perfon that was defigned in the eternal decrees 
of the Divine predeftination, to pay the price of a foul, toranfom 
us from death; Jeffe then this perfon could not doit: for although 
a foul initseffence is finite, yet there were many infinites which 
were incident and annexed to the condition of loft fouls: For all 
which becaufe provifion was to be made, nothing leflethen os infi- 
ite excellence could fatisfie for 2 foul who was loft to snfinite 2nd) 
eternal ages, who wasto be afflided with snfupportable and sndeter- 
mined, that is, next to infinite pains, who was to bear the load of an 
infiarte anger, from the provocation of aneterwal God: and yet if it} 
be poffible that infinite ean reccive degrees, this is but one half of the 
abyfle, and I think the lefler: for that this perfon who was GOD 
eternal, fhould be leflened in all his appearances. toa {pan, tothe 
little dimenfions of a man, and that he fhould really become very 
contemptibly little, although at the fame time he was infinitely and 
unaleerably great, that is, ¢//entsal, ssaticral and neceffary felicity fhould 
turn into an intolerable, violent and immenfe calamity to his perfap, 
that this great God fhould not be admitted to pay the price of our 
redeniption, unlefle he would fuffer that borrid mifery, which that 
loft foul fhoald fuffer, as ie reprefents the glories of his goodnefle, 
who ufed fuch rareand admirable inftruments in aGuating the de- 
fignes of his mercy : foit thews oar condition to have been very 
defperate, and our Joile invaluable. re ee ee 
A foul in Gods account is valued at the price of the blood, and 
thame, and tortures, of thé Son of God, and yet we throw it away 
for the exchange of fins, tha¢a man naturally is afhamed to own s 
welofeit forthe pleafure, the fortifh beaftly pleafure of a night - 
I need not fay, we lofe our foul to fave our tives; for though thae 
was our Biefled Saviours inftance of the great unreafonableneffe of 
men, who by faving their lives lofe them, that is, in the gréat ac- 
countof Doomf-day, rhough this ‘ I fay ) bee extreamly unrea- 


fonable| 
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SERMON |fonable, yet there is fomething to bee pretended in the bargain, A 
x1X. | nothing to excufe him with God, but fomething in the accounts | 
of timerous men, but to lofe cur fouls with fwearing, that unpro- 
fitable, difhonourable, and unpleafant vice, ta lofe our fouls with 
difobedience, or rebellion, a vice that brings a curfe, and danger | 
all the way in this lifes To lofe our fouls with drunkenneffe, a 
vice whichis painful, and fickly inthe very aétingit, which ha- 
{tens our damnation, by fhortning our lives; are inftances fit to be 
put inthe ftories of fools and mad-men3 and all vice is a degree 
of the fame unreafonablenefle, the moft {plendid temptation, be- 
ing nothing but a prety well weaved fallacy, a meer trick, a fo- B. 
phifme, and a cheating, and abufing the underftanding ; bur that | ~ 
which [ confider here is, that it isan affront and contradiction to 
the wifdome of God, that we fhould fo flight and undervalue a foul, 
in which our intereft is fo concerned: a foul which hee who made 
it, and who delighted not to fee it loft, did accounta fit purchafe 
to be made. by the exchange of his Son, the eterna] Son of GOD. 
To which alfo I adde this additional zcconnt, that a foul is fo 
greatly valued by God, that wee are nat to venture the lofle of it, 
| to fave all the world. For therefore whofoever fhould commit a 
fin to fave Kingdoms from perifhing; or if the cafe couldbe put, C. 
that all the good men,. and good caufes , and godd things ia this | 
world, wereto be deftrayed by Tyranny, and it were in our power 
by perjury to fave all thefe, that doing ‘this finne would be fo far 
from hallowing the crime, that it were to offer to GOD a -facrifice 
of what he moft hates, and toferve him with {wines blood : and 
the refcuingall thefe froma Tyrant, ora hangman, could not be 
pleafing to God upon thofe termes, becaufe a foulis loft by it, which 
is init felf a greater loffe and mifery, thenall the evilsinthe world | __ 
| put together can out-ballance ; and a lofle of that thing for which 
Chri gave his blood a price: Perfecutionsand temporal death in 
holy men, and ina juft caufe, are but feeming evils, and therefore 
not to be bought off with the loffe of a foul, .which is.a real but 
an intolerable calamity: And if God for hisown fake would got 
have all the world faved by fin, that is by the hazarding of a foul, 
we fhould do well for.our own fakes not to lofe a foul for trifles, 
_| for things that make us hereto be miferable, and even here alfo to be | 
afhamed. a - | 
3. But it may bee fome natures, or.fome underftandings care| - 
not for allthis, therefore I proceed tothe third and moft material; - 
confideratihn, as to us; and I confider what it is tolofe a foul? & 
which Hierocles thus explicates, «s,ciov n} dSarciry tole Sardrs usieas ue- | 
TUALXG, & TH Cis 73 pul FD) CaCaper, AME TH TE ev HD dwoddce. An tmmortall 
Jubflance can die, not by crafing to be, but by long all being well, by be-| : 
comming miferable. And itis remarkable, when our blefied Sayi- 
our gave us caution, that we fhould not fear them that can kill the 


body 
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A body onely, but fear him ( he fayés not that'cda’kill ‘the foul) But) Sex mon 
 Dpduevey yrbuyiv x aba dmeXisas dy nivey, bite that ts able to defroy the XIX 
body and foul'ite be, which word fignifieth not death ‘but tortures. | 
For fome‘have chofendeath for fanttuitry, %nd fled co it'to avoid | Matth.10.27. 
intolerable fhame, to give a period rothe fence ofa fharp grief, or 
¢ cure the earthquakes ‘of fears ‘and the damned perithing fouls 
{hall with for death, with a defire tipatierit as their calamity; But 
\ | this thall be denied them, becaufe'death were a deliverance. a mercy, 
and a pleafure, of which theft miferable perfons muft defpair of 
forever. pe | 
B: J fall not necd to reprefent td your confiderations thofe ex- 
preMons of Scripture, which the Holy Ghoft hath fet'down to re- 
prefent to our capacities the greatrieflle of this perifhings choofing 
fuch citcumftances of character 4s Were then ufuall inthe world, 
and which are dreadful to our underftanding as anything: Hell 
frre Jisthe common expreffion; for the Eaftern nations accounted 
burnings the greateft of their miferable punifhiments: arid burning 
inatefactours was frequent, [ brinsfome and fire | fo Saint Joho 
Revel, 14, 10. callsthe ftate of punifhment, prepared forthe Devil 
and all bis fervants, he adding the circumftance of brimftone, for 
C | by thistime the Devil had taught the world more ingenious pains, 
and himfelf was newly efcaped out of boiling oil and brimftone. and 
fuch bituminous mattet 5 and the Spirit of God knew right well the 
wortt expreflion was rot bad enough, sors 2érp0r, fo our blefled 
Saviour callsit, the onter darkne/fe, thatis, not onely an abjeQion 
from the beatifick regions, whereGod, and his Angels, and his 
Saints dwell for ever, bist cheh there is 4 pofitive {tate of mifery ex- 
prefled by darknefles; 927 xs7vs, as two apoftles, Saint Peter dind 
Saint Jude call it, The blacknefle of darktelle fot ever. In which al- 
. though itis certain, that God whofe Juftice there rules, will inflict 
1 £3 | but jutt fo mich as out fins deferve, arid not fuperadde degtees of 
undeferved mifery, as he does to the Saints of glor 7 ( for God gives |- 
to bleffed fouls in heaven more, infinitely tore then all theif good 
workscould pofh bly deferve, and therefore their glory is infinicely 
bigger glory then the pains of helt are great pains ) yet becaufe Gods 
Jultice in hell rules alone, without the allayes and {weeter abate- 
ments of mercy, théy {hall have puré and unmingled mifery; no 
pleafant thought torefteth their wearinefle, ho comfort in another 
accident to alleviate theit preflarts, no waters to cool their fames 5 
but bécaufé when thére'isa great cdlamity upon'a man, every fach 
g | than thinks Himfelf che moft miferable ; and though there ate great 
degréds of pain in hell, yet there are none perceived by him that 
thinks he fuffers thé greateft; It follows that every madi that lofes 
his' font! in this darkneffeé 1s ntiferablé beyond all thofe éxpreffions | 
| which the toftures of thig world could furnifh to'the Writers of holy | 
Scripture. | so se 
3 X 2 
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fion of our bleffed Saviour, Aéark theg. the 44. verfe; which him- 


sporm dicth not, andthe frre is not quenched 3 this is the wo7sachasipiuoas 
fpoken of by Dasiel the Prophet; for although this expreffion was 
a predidion of that horrid calamity and ab{cifion of the - Jewith 
Nation, when God powred out a full vial of his wrath uponthe 
crucifiers of his Son, and that this which was the greateft calamity 
which ever did or ever hall happen toa Nation, Chrift with great 
reafon took to defcribe the calamity of accurfed fouls, as being the 
| teft inftance to fignifie the greatefttorment: yet we muft ob- 
io that the difference ofeach ftate makes the fame words in the 
feveral cafesto be of infinite diftinG@ion: The worm ftuck clofe to 
the Jewith Nation, and the fire of Gods wrath flamed out till they 
were confumed with a — and unheard of deftruction; tl many 
‘millions did die accur am i and the fmall remnant became vaga- 
bonds, and were referved, like broken pieces, aftera {torm, to 
but then this being tranflated to fignifie the {tate of accurfed fouls, 
whofe dying isa continual perifhing, who cannot ceafe to be, ig 
.| muft mean an eternity of duration, in proper and natural! figni- 
fications. | | 
And that we may underftand it fully,obferve the places.In the 34. 
Efe.8. The Prophet prophecies of the great deftruction of Jerufalem 
for all her great iniquities. J « the day of the Lords vengeance, and the 
yeer of recompences, fer the controverfie of Sion, and the ftreams thereof 
foall beturnedinto pitch, and the duff thereof into brimftone, and the 
land-shereof foall become burning pitch, It hall not be quenched night 
nor day, the /moak thereof {hall go up ‘or ever, from generation to gene- 
ration. It {ball lie waft, none fhsll paffe thorew it for ever and ever, 
This isthe final deftrution of the Nation ; but this deftruction thall 
have an end, becaufe the Nation fhall end, andthe anger alfo thall 
end in its own period, even then when God fhall call the Jews into 
the common inheritance with the Gentiles, and all the fons of God, 
And this alfo was the period of their worme, as itis of their fire, 
The fire of the Divine vengeance upon the Nation; which was not 
tobe extinguifhed till they were deftroyed, as we feeit cometo 
pafle, ‘And thus alfo in Saint Jude, the Angels who kept not their 
firft ftate, are faid to be referved by God is everlafting chains une 
der darkneffe: _ which word [ everlafting ] fignifies not abfolutely 
toeternity, bue to the utmoft end ofthat period, for fo it follows 
[ unto the judgement of the great day | that [ everlaftine 7 laftsno 
longer 3 and in verfe the feventh, the word | eternal }] is juft fo uled : 
The men of Scdows aud Gomorrah are fet forth for anexample, fuf- 
fering the vengeance of [ eternal fire, | that is, of a fire, which 
burned till they were quite deftroyed, and the cities and the coun- 


But I fhall choofe to reprefent this confideration in that ex pref-| A 


| {elf took out of the Prophet E/ey, the 66. verfe the 24, Where the| 


fhew the greatnelfle of the ftorm, and mifery of the fhipwraek ; | 
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A trey with an irrepairable ruine never to be rebuilt, and reinhabited SER MON 
as long as this worldcontinues. Theeffect of which obfervatiors XX, 
is this ; 

That thefe words forever, everlafiing, eternal, the neveredying 
worm:, th: firewquenchable, || being words borrowed by our blef- 
fed Saviour and his Apoftles from the ftile of the old Teftament, 
muft have a fignification juft proportionable to the ftate in which 
they fignifie; fo that as this worme when it fignifies a temporal 
infliction means a worm that never ceafes, giving torment, till 
the body is confumed: So when it is tranflated to animmortal 

B | ftate, it muft fignifie as much in that proportion: that eternall,) 
that everlaling, hath no end at all: becaufe the {oul cannot be 
killed in the natural fenfe, but is mede miferable and perifhing for 
ever; shatis, the worme fhall not die {o long as the foul thall be 
unconfumed : the fire {hall not be quenched, till the period of an im- 
mortal naturecomes, and that this thall be ab/elutely for ever with- 
out any re{tridion, appears unan{werable in this, becaufe the {ame 
(forever )thatis, forthe bletied fouls, the fame for ever, is for 
the accurfed fouls; but the bleiled fowls that die inthe Lord, bence- 
forth fol die no more, death bath no power over them; for death is 

C | dftroyed, it is fwallowed up in victory ( faith Saint Paul ) and there 
hall be no more death, {ah Saint John, Revef, 21.4. So that becaufe |. 

for ever hath noend, till the thing or the duration it felf have end, 

| in the fame fenfe in which the Saints and Angels give glory to God 

for ever, in the fame fenfe the loft fouls fhall fuffer the evils of 

sheir fad inheritance ; and fince after this death of nature. which is 

a feparation of foul and body, there remainsno more death, but 

this {econd death, this eternal perifhing of miferable accurfed fouls, 

whofe duration muft be eternal; it follows that the worme of ccn- 

feience, and the unquenchsble fire of hell have ao period at all 5 

LD | but thall laft as long as God lafts, or the meafures of a proper 

eternity; that they who provoke God to wrath, by their bafe, 
unrealonable, and fottith practifes, may know what their porti- 
on fhall be in the everlafting habitations: and yer fuppofe that 

Origens opinion had been true; and that accurfed fouls fhould 

have eafe anda period to their tortures after atboufand yeers; I 

pray let it be confidered, whether it be. nota great madnetie ro 
choofe the pleafures, or the wealth of a few yeers here, with 
trouble, withdanger, with uncertainty, with labour, with inter~ 

vals of ficknefle, and for this to endure the flames of hell for a 

thoufand yeers together? The pleafures of the world so man can 
have for a hundred yeers, and no man hath pleafure a hundred 
dayestogether, but he hath fome trouble intervening :. or at leatt 

a wearinefle and a loathing of the pleafure; and therefore te en 

dure infufferable calamities (fuppofe it be) fera hundred yeers, 
without any interruption, — fo much comfort as the light ; 


3 | of | 


246 | The foolifo exchange. 


Sp RMON ofa {mall candle, or a drop of water amounts to ina feaver, isa| A 
XIX, | bargain so be made by no man that loves himfelf, or is not in love 
| with infinite affliction. | 

If a man were condemned buttolie ftill, or to lie abed in one 
pofture without turning, for feven yeers together, would he not buy 
it off with the loffe of all his eftate > If a man were to be put upon 
the rack, for every day, three moneths together, ( fuppofe him able 
to live fo long ) what would he do to be quit of his torture ? Would 
any man curle the King to his face, if he were fure to have both bis 
hands burnt off, and to be tormented with torments three yeers to- 
gether? Would any man in his wits accept of a hundred pounda| B 
a yeer for fourty yeers, if he were fure to be tormented in the fire 
for the next hundred yeers together without intermiflion? Think 

' then what a thoufand yeers fignifie: Ten ages, the age of two Em- 
pires; but this account! muft tell you is infinitely thort, though I 
thus difcourfe to you, how great fools wicked men are, though this 
opinion fhould be true: A goodly comfort furely / that for two or 
three yeers fottith pleafure, a man fhall be infinitely tormented but 
for a thoufand ers, Butthen when we caft up the minuites, and 
ycers, and ages of eternity, the confideration it felf isa great ‘hell to 
thofe perfons, who by their evil livesare configned to fuch fad and | © 
miferable portions. © | - _ 

A thoufand yeers 1s along whileto be in torment; we findea 
fever of 21. dayes to belike an age in length: bit when the dura- 
tion of an intollerable mifery is for everin the height, and for ever 
beginning, and ten thoufand yeers hath {pent no part of its terme, 
but it makes a perpetual efflux, and is like che centre of aaircle, 
which ever tran{mits lines tothe circumference; this is a confidera- 
tion fo fad, that the horrour of it and the reflection upon its abode 
and duration, makea great part of the hell; for hell could not be 
hell without the defpair of accurfed fouls; for any hope werea re- | 1 
frefhment, anda drop of water, which would help to allay thofe 
flames, which as they burn intolerably, fo they muft burn for 
ever. | | 

And I defire you toconfider, that although the Scripture ufes 
the word [ fire ] to exprefle the torments of accurfed fouls, yet 
fire can no more equal the pangs of hell, then it can torment a ma~ 
terial fubftanee ; the pains of perifhing fouls being as much more 
afflictive then the {mart of fire, asthe {mart of fire is troublefome 
beyond the foftnefle of Perfian carpets, or the fenfuality of the A- 
fian Luxury : for ete pains of hell ; and the perifhing or lofing of the | E 
foul is to fuffer the wrath of God, 4338 ©8385 iA! wie reruvdascnor, or 
God ie a confuming fire: that is the fire of hell, when God takes 
away all comfort from us, nothing to fupport our fpirit is left 
us, when forrow is our food and tears our drink ; when it ise- 
ternal night without Sup or ftar, or lamp, of fleep; when we — 
: , | : wit 


a AE I A A A 


| 


| 


The foolifb exchange. 


with fire without light, tbat is, are loaden with fadnefle, without 
remedy or hope or eafe, and that this wrath isto be exprefled, 
and to fall upon us, in {piritual, immaterial, but moft accurfed, 
moft pungent and dolorous emanations, then we feel what it is to 
lofe a foul. 

We may gueffe at it by the terrours of a guilty confcience, thofe 
verbera C (aniatus, thofe fecret lafbings and whips of the extermi- 
nating Angel, thofe thorns in the foul, when a manis haunted by 
an evil {piric; thofe butcheries which the foul of a Tyrant, or 
a violent, or a vitious perfon , when he falls into fear or a- 
ny calamity does feel, are the infinite arguments, that hell which 
is the confummation of the torment of con{cience, juft as man-hood 
is the confuinmation of infancy, oras glory is the perfection of 
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grace, 1s an affliction greater then the bulk of heaven and earth ; | . 


for there it is that God powrs out the treafures of his wrath, and 
empties the whole magazin of thunder-bolts, and all the armo- 
ry of God is imployed, not in the chaftifing. butin the torment- 
ing of a perifhing foul. Lucian brings in Radamanthus telling 
the poor wandring fouls upon the banks of Elyfium, éocn dp zis 
yu rorness $pyaon) det + Giov, xg8 Sxascy cuter aoarn sifuare om FLuying cespigess 
for every wickednelle that any man commits in his life when he 
comes to hell he hath ftamped upon his foul an invifible brand and 


mark oftorment ; and this begins here and is notcancelled by death, |. 


but ¢4ere is enlarged by the preatnefle of infinite and the aboads of 
eternity. How great thefe torments of confcience are here, let 
any man imagine that can but underftand what defpair means; def- 
pair upon juft reafon: let it te what it will, no mifery can be 
preater thendefpair: and becaufe I hope none here have felt thofe 
horrours ofan evil confcicnce, which are confignations to eternity, 
you may pleafe to learn it by your own reafon, or elfe by the fad 
inftancesof ftory. Itis reported of Petrus Tlofuanus, A Polonian 
School-mafter, that having read fome ill managed difcourfes of ab- 
folute decrees and divine reprobation, began to be Phantaftick 
and melancholy, and ap»rchenfive, that he might be one of thofe 
many whom God had decreed tor Hell from alleternity ; from 
poflibleto probable, from probable, to certain, the temptation 
foon carried him, and when he once beganto believe himfelf to be 
a perfon inevitably perifhing, it is not poffible to underftand per- 
fectly, what infinite fears, and agonies, and de{pairs, what tremb- 
lings, what horrors, what confulion and amazement the poor man 
fele withinhim, toconfider that he was to be tormented extremely 
without remedy even to eternall ages ; This ina fhore continyance 
prew infufferable, and prevailed upon him fo far,that he hanged 
himfelf, and left this account of it to this purpofe in writing in his 
ftudy 3; Tam gone from hence to the flames of fell, and have forced 
my way thither, beingimpatient totry what thefegreat torments. 
| : | : _ are 
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| SERMON |are which here I have feared with an infupportable amazement: this| A 


XIX, 


The foolifb exchange. | 


inftance may f{uffice to fhew what it isto lofea foul. But I will take 
off from this fad difcourfe; onely I thall crave your attention, toa 
word of exhortation. 

That youtake care, left for the purchafe of litele, trifling incon- 
fiderable portion ofthe world you come into this place and {tate of 
torment. Although Homer was pleafed to complement the beauty 
of Helena to fuch a height, as to fay it was a fuficient price for all the 
evils which the Greeks and Trojans fuffered in ten yeers. 
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goin SY agi yureurt mau xebvoy capa mie. Yet tt was amore reafona- | 


ble conje@ure of Herodotus, that during the ten yeers fiege of 
Troy, Helena, for whom the Greeks fought, was in Egy pt,not in the 
city, becaufe it was uvimaginable but that the Trojans would 
have thrown her over the walls, rather then for the fake of fucha 
trifle, have endured fo great calamities, we are more fortifh then 
the Trojans, if we retain our Helena, any one beloved luft, 
any painted Devil, any fugard temptation with, (not the haz- 
zard, = the certainty of having fuch horrid miferies, fuch inva- 
luablelofles, And certainly its a ftrange {tupidity of fpirit, that can 
fleep in the midft of fuch thunder, when God fpeaks from heaven 
with his lowdeft voice, and draws afide his curtain, and fhows his ar- 
fenal and his armory , full of arrows fteeled with wrath, headed and 
peinted, and hardned with vengeance, {till to {natch at thofe ar- 
rows, ifthey came but in the retinue of a rich fortune ora vain 
Mittrefie, if they wait but upon pleafure or profit, or in the reare of 
an ambitious defigne. - 7 ; 
— But let not us have fuch a hardinefle againft the threats and repre- 
fentments of the divine vengeance, asto take the little impofts and 
revenues of the world, and ftand in defiance again{t God and the 
fears of hell, unlefle we havea charm that we can be dégaru7@ xgeve 
invifible tothe judge of heaven and earth, and are impregnable a- 
gainft, or are {ure we thall be infenfible of the miferies of a perifh- 
ing foul. 7 

. There isa fort of men, who becaufe they will be vitious and 
Atheiftical in their lives, haveno way to go on with any plaifance 
and without huge difturbances, but by being alfo Atheiftical in their 


| opinions, and to believe that the ftory of hell is buta bug-bear to 


affright children and fools, eafie believing people to make them 
foft and apt for government and defignes of Princes; and thisis 
an opinion that befriends none but impure and vicious perfons 3 
others there are that believe God to be all mercy, that he for- 
gets his juftice, believing that none thall perifh with fo fada ruine, 
if they do butat their death-bed afk God forgivenefle and fay they 
are forry 5 but yet continue their impiety till their houfe be ready 
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the Church till they be threefcore years old, thatjs, in effedtillby| XIX, 
their age they cannot any longer ufe rapme- till then they hear fer- 
vice at their windows: dividing unequally their life between fin and 
devotion, dedicating their youth to robbery, and their old age toa 
repentanee without reftitution. a. 
Our youth, and our man-hood and old-age are all of them dueto 
God, and juftice and mercy are to him equally effential, and as this 
life is a time of the poffibilities of mercy, foto them that neglett it, 
thenext world (hall be a {tate of pure and unmingled juftice, - 
Remember the fatal and decretory fentence which God hath 
pafled upon all man-kinde[ It # appointed to all men once to die, and | 
after death comes judgement | and if any of us were certain to dienext 
morning , with what earneitnefle fhould we pray , with whatha- 
tred fhould we remember our fins, with what fcom fhould we 
look upon the Jicentious pleafures of the world, then nothing could 
be welcome unto us buta prayer book, no company but a Com- 
forter and a Guide of fouls, no aay ment but repentance, no 
paffions but in order to religion, nu indenetfe for a luft chat hath 
undone us 5 and ifany of you: have been arrefted with alarmes of 
death, or been in hearty fear of its approach, remember what 
| choughes and defignes then poflefled you, how preciousa foul was 
thenin your account, and what then you would give that you had 
defpiled the world, and done your duty to God and man, and lived 
a holy life, Ie will‘come to that again; and we fhall be in that condi- 
tion in which we fhall perfe@tly underftand, that all the things and 
pleafures of the world are vain and unprofitable, and irkefome, and 
that he onely is a wife man who {ecures the intereft of his foul; 
though it be with the lofle ofall this world and bis own life into the 
bargain. When weare to depart this life to go to ftrange company 
and {tranger places, and to an unknown condition, then a holy con- 
{cience will be the beft fecurity the beft poffeffion; ie wil be a horror 
that every friend we meet thall with triumph upbraid to us the fot- 
tifhnefle of our folly, Lo this # the goodly change you have made, you 
had your good things in ycur Isfe time, and how like yox the portion that 
is referved te you for ever? The old Rabbins, thofe Poets of religion, 
report of Mofes, that when the courtiers of Pharaoh werc {porting 
with the childe Mofes in the chamber of Pharaohs daughter, they 
prefented to his choice aningot of gold in one hand, and acoal of 
firein the other; and that the childe {natched at the coal, thruftit 
into his mouth, and fo finged and parched his tongue, that he ftam- 
mered ever after : and certainly it is infinitely more childifh in us for 
the glittering of the {mall gloworms and the charcoal ef world! 
pofieffions, to {wallow the flames of hell greedily ,in our choice:fu 
a bit will producea worfe {tammering then Mofes had: for fothe 
accurfed and loft fouls have their ugly and horrid diale& , they 
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XIX, | fhould now ag-this.inftant fend the great Archapgel with his trum- 
| pet to fummon all the, world to judgement, -would not all this feem 
a notoriqus vifible truth, 3 truth, ,»which you will then wonder that 
every man did not lay to,his heart and preferve therein. adual, ‘pious 
and effective confideration? let the rrumpet.of God perpetually 
found in your years, furgite murtui, C» venite at judicinm, place-your 
felves by. meditation every day upon-your death-bed,and remember 
what thoughts fhall then,poflefle,you; and let fuch thoughts dwell 
in your underftanding for ever,and be the parent of all,your refoluti-, 
onsandaQ@ions, The Dofors of the Jews teport, that when Abfa- 
lom hanged among the oakes, .by the hair of the head; he feemed to 
fee under him hell gaping wide, .ready toreceivehim, and he durft 
not cut off the hair thatintangledhim, for fear he fhould fall into 
the horrid. lake whofe portion is flames and torment; but chofeto 
protract his miferable lifea few.minuts in that pain of pofture, and 
toabide.the ftroke of his purfuing enemies: . His condition was fad 
when his arts of remedy were fo vain. Ts 98 Beslav av oust xanois 
psparyuévor, Svhexery 6. uirror 7% xeove need’ @ gipee Soph. A condemned man 
hath but {mall comfortto ftay the. finging of along pfalm, itis the 
cafe of every vitious perfon. ~ -_ 
~ Hell.is wide open to every impenitent perfevering finner, to eve- 
ry uopurged perfon, a ne 
Nodes atque dies pstet atri JanuaDitis. | 
And although God hath lighted his candJe,and the lantern of his 
word and cleareft revelations is held out to us, that we can fee hell in 
its worft colours, aod moft horrid reprefentments, yet we run gree- 
\dily.after bables into that precipice which {wallows up the greateft 
' |part of mankinde; and then onely we begintgconfider, when all 
|confiderationisfruitlelee =. 3 ,~ . 
| He therefore isa huge fool ‘that heapsup riches, that greedily 
| purfues the world, and at the fame time, ( for fo it muft be) heaps up 
| wrath to himfaf againft the day of wrath; when ficknefle and deathar- 
| refts him, then they appear unprofitable and himfelf extremely mi- 
\ferable: and if 9g would know how great that mifery is,you may 
{take account of it by thofe feartul wordsand killing Rhetorick of 
Scripture,/t # a thing to fall iato the hands of the Leving God, and | 
who cay dwell with the everlafting burning? Thatis, No patience can 
abide there one hour where they muft dwell for ever, 
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Matthew 10. latter. part of Ver, 16. 


. Be yetherefore wife as ferpents,and barisleffe as doves. 
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See )ten our B, Saviour entdifed a lawand a condition} 
, of fufferings, ahd promifed a {tate of perfecution 

et to his fervants.and withall had charmedthem with 
A\T| the bands and unattive chains of fo many pafsive| 

VHH graces, that they fhould not be able to ftir againft 
y, y the violenceof Tyrants,or abate the edge of axes, | 

| ~ by any inftrument, but their own blood ; being 
feat forth as fheep among wolves, innocent and filent, harmlefie, and | 
defencelefle, certainly expofed to forrow, and uncertainly guarded | 
in their perfons ; their condition feemed nothing elfe, but a defigna- 
tion to flaughter : and when they were drawn into the folds of the 
Church, they were betrayed into the hands of evil men, infinitely 
and unavoidably; and when an Apoftle mvited a Profelyte to 
come to Chrift, it was io éffef¥a fnare laid for his life, and hee 
could neither conceal his religion, nor hide his perfon, not avoid 
a captious queftion, nor deny his accufation, nor elude the bloody 
7 arts 
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3 ERMON | arts of Orators,and /nformers, nor break prifons, nor any thing but “A 
xx. |die. If the cafe ftood juft thus, ie was well eternity ftood at the | 
Outer doors of our life, ready to receive fuch harmlefle people ; but 
| furely there could be no art inthe defigne, no pitying of humane 
weaknefles, no complying with the condition of man, no allow- 
ances made for cuftoms and prejudices of the world, no inviting 
men by the things of men, noturning nature into religion; butit 
was allthe way a direct violence, and an open proftitution of our 
lives; anda throwing away our fortune into a fea of rafhnefle and 
credulity, But therefore God ordered the affairs and neceflities of 
religion, in other wayes, andto other purpofes. Although GOD 
bound our hands behinde us, yet he did not tie our underftandings 
up: although we might not ufe our {words, yet we might ufe our 
reafon: wee were not fuffered to bee violent, but we might agoid 
violence by all the arts of prudence and innocence; if weedid take 
heed of fin, we might alfo take heed of men: and becaufe in all com 
tentions between wit and vivlence, prudence and radeneffe, learnin 
and the fword, the {trong hand took it firft, and the {trong head pof- 
felled it laft: the {trong man firft governed, and the witty man 
{ucceeded him, and lafted longer 5 it came to pafle, that the wifdom 
of the Father hath fo ordered it, that all his Difciples fhould over- 
| come the power of the Roman legions by a wife religion; and prs- 
dence and innocence fhould become the mightieft guards; and the 
Chriftian although expofedto perfecution. yet is fo fecured that he 
fhall never needto die. But when the circumitances are fo ordered 
that his reafon is convinced, that then itis fit he fhoulds fie( I fay) 
in order to Gods purpofes and his own. 
For-hee thatis sszocent is fafe againft al! the rods and theaxes of | 
all the Confuls of the world, if they rule by juftice; and he that | 
is pradent will alfoefcape from many rudenefles and irregular vio- | 
, lences, that can come by injuftice: and no wit of man, ne govern- Dp 
ment, no armies can do more 3 for Czar perifhed in the midtt of all 
his legions, and all hishonours, and againft chance and srregalarsties 
_| there is no provifion leffe then infinite, that can give fecurity ; and af- 
though prudence alone cannot do this, yet sanccence gives the greateft 
title tothat providence, which onely can. if he ph and wll if 
it be fitting. Here then arethe two arms defcnfive of a Chriftian: 
Prudence againft the evils of men, /#noceace againtt the evils of De- 
vils and jl that relates to his kingdom. | 
Prudence feaces againft perfecution, and the evil {nares , again ' 
the opportunities and occafions of fin, it prevents furprizes, itfor- & 
tifies allirs proper weakneffes, it improves our talents, it does ad-. 
vantage to the kingdom of Chrift, and the interelts of the Gofpel, | 
it fecures our condition, and inftrudts our choice in all the wayes' 
and juft paflagesto felicity. it makes us to livé profitably, and 
| die wilely ; and without it, fimplicity would turn co fillineffe, zeal 
— into” 
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A into paffion, paflion into fury, religion into fcandsl , converfa- 
‘tion into a fnare, civilitiesinto temptation, curtefies into danger, 
and animprudent perfon falls intoa condition of harmeleffe. rich 
and unwary fools, or rather of birds, fheep, and bevers, who are 
hunted and perfecuted for the fpoils of their fleece, or their fleth, 
their fkins, or their entrails, and have not the forefight to avoid 
“Ta f{nare, but by their fear and-undefending follies are driven thi- 
ther where they die infallibly. cxaiota moncis ds ofp @ Dinvla. Every 
good man is incircled with many enemies, and dangers: and his 
vertue fhall be rifled, and the decency of his foul and fpirit flrall be 
difcompofed and turned into a heap of inarticulate and diforderly 
fancies, unlefle by the methods and guards of prudence it be manna- 
ged and fecured, : — | | 
But in order ta the following difcourfe and its method, we are 
| firft to confider whether this bee, or indeed can bee a commande-| | 
ment, or what is it > For canall men that giveup their names 
in Baptifme, be enjoyned to be wifeand prudent? It is asif God}. 
would command us to be eloquent, or witty men, fine {peakers, or 
| ftrait-bodied, or excellent fchollers, or rich men: If he pleafe to 
make us fo, weare fos; and prudence isa gift of God, a bleffing of 
an excellent nature, and of great leifure, and a wife opportunity and | 
a fevere education, and a great experience, and a {trict obfervation, |. 
and good company; all which being either wholly, or in part cut 
_of our power, may be expected as free gifts, but cannot be impo-| 
fed as commandments. , . 
_ Tothisf anfwer, That Chriftian prudence is in very many in- 
ftancesa direct duty 5 in. fome anioftance and advice, in order to 
degrees and advantages: where it 18a duty, it is put into every mans 
power; where it iy an advice, it is oftely expected according to| 
what a man hath, and not according to what he hath not ;: ‘and even | 
liere, although the events of prudence are out of our power, yet | 
the endeavours and the obfervation, the diligence and caution, the| 
moral part of it, aud the plain condu@ of our neceflary duty 
( which are portions of this grace ) aré fuch things whieh GOD will | 
-demiand in proportionto the talent which he hath intrufted into our | 
Banks, There are indeed fome Chriftians very unwary and un-} 
wile inthe condud of their religion, and they cannot all help it, at | 
feaft not inall degrees; but yet they may be taught to do prudent | 
things, though sot to bee prudent perfons x. i they have not the prs-| 
dewce of advice, and conduc, yet they may have the pradence of 
ohettence and of difciples: and the event is this; without prudence 
their vertue is unfafe, and their perfons defenfelefle, and their inte- 
re(t is unguarded: for prudence is a hand-maid waiting at the pra- 
duction, and birth of vertue? It isa nurfe totcinits infancy, its 
patron inallaults its guide in temptations, its fecurity ia all portt- 
| ons of chance and contingency : and he that is imprudent, an 
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at el, or if he be, at the beft he isbut « wesk and and exprofitable 
fervent, ufelefie to his neighbour, vain in himfelf, and as to God, 
the leaft in the kingdom: his vertue is contingent, and by chance, 
not proportioned tothe reward of wifdom, and the ele@ion of a 
wile religion, 
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No purchafe, no wealth,no advantage is great enough to be com- 


pared to a wife foul, anda prudent fpirit ; and he that wants it, hath | — 


a leffe vertue, and a defcncelefle minde, and will fuffer a mighty ha- 
zard in the intereft of eternity, Its partsand proper ads confilt in 
the following particulars, : 
1. Ie is theduty of Chriftian Prudence to chufe the end of a 
Chriftian, that which is perfective of a man, fatisfactory to rea- 
fon, the reft of a Chriftian, and the beatification of his {pirit ; and 
that is, tochufe, and defire, and propound to himfelf heaven, and 
the fruition of God, as the end of all his acts and arts, his defignes 
and purpofes, Forinthe nature of things that is moft eligible, and 


moftto be purfued, which is moft perfective of our nature, andis |. 


the acquiefcence, the fatisfaction,and proper reft of our moft rea- 
fonable appetites. Now-the things of this world are difficule and 
uneafie, fultof thornes, andempry of pleafures, they fill a difea. 
fed faculty, or an abufed fenfe, but are an infinite diflatisfation 
to reafon, and the appetites of the foul: they are fhort, and tran- 
fient, and they never abide, unlefle forrow like a chain be bound 
about their leg, and then they never ftir, til] the grace of God and 
religion breaks it, or elfe that the ruft of time eats the chain in pie- 


tces: they are dangerous and doubifull, few and difficult, fordid 


and particular, not onely not communicable to a multitude, but not 
diffufive upon the whole man; there being no one pleafure or objet 


Jin this world, that delights all the partsof man: and afterall this, 
they are originally from earth, and from the creatures, onely chat { ’ 


they oftentimes contraé alliances with hell and the grave, with 


fhame and forrow.; and all thefe put together make no great ama- | 


bility, or proportion toa wife mans choice: But on the other fide, 
the things of GOD are the nobleft fatisfactions to thofe defires, 
which ought to be cherifhed and {welled upto infinite; their deli- 
licioufnefle is vaft and full of relith, and their very appendant thorns 
areto be chofen, for they are gilded, they are fafe and medicinal, 
they hea! the wound they make, and bring forth fruit of a bleffed 
and a holy life: The things of God and of religion are eafie and 
fweet, they bear entertainments in their hand, and reward at their 
back, their good is certain and perpetual, and they make us cheer- 
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A. . full to day, and pleafant to morrow ; and {piritual fongs end not ina; Srp moN 
figh and a groan ; neither like unwholfome phyfick do they letloofe} yy. 
a prefent humour, and introduce an habitual indifpofition: But | 
they bring us to the felicity of God, the fame yefterday, and to day,| 
and for ever ; they do not give a private anid particular delight, but| 
ther benefit is — like the incenfe of the altar, it fends up a 
fweet {me!l to heaven, and makes atonement for the religious mani: 
that kindled it, and delights all the ftandets by, and makes the very 
air wholfome ; thereis no bleffed foul goes to heaven, but he makes 
a general! joy in all the manfions where the Saintsdo dwell, andin 
B | aliche chappels where the Angels fing + and the joyes of religion are 
not univocal, but productive of rare and accidental, and preternatu- 
ral pleafures ; forthe mufick of holy hymnes delightsthe ear, and 
refrefhes the {pirit, and makés the very bones of the Saint to rejoyce: 
and charity., or thegiving alms to the poor, does not onely eafe 
the poverty of the receiver, but makes the giver rich, and heals his} 
ficknefle, and delivers from death; and temperance though itbe 
in the matter of meat, and drink, and pleafures, yet hath an effet 
upon the underftanding, and makes the reafon fober,aud his will or-| 
derly, and his affections regular, and does things befide, and be-. 
Goud their natural and proper efficacy 5 forall the parts of our du- 
ty are watred with the fhowers of biefling , and bring forth fruit} 
according tothe influence of heaven, and beyond the capacities of 
Nature, — | oe : 
And now let the voluptuous perfon go and try whether put- 
ting his wanton hand to the bofome of his Miftreffe will get half fuch 
_| honour as Sczvola put upon his head,. when he put his band into 
thefire. Let him fee whether a drunken meeting will cures fe- 
ver, ormakehimwife( A hearty and a perfevering prayer will.) 
Let him ell me, if {pending great fummes of money upun his| 
D lufts will make him fleep foundly, or be rich ? Charity will ; Alms 
will increafe his fortune, and a good contcienze thail chatme al] 
his cares and forrows intoa moft delicious flumber; wel! may a| 
full goblet wet the drunkards tongue, and then the beat rifing from 
the ftomack will dry the {punge, and‘ heae it into thé (corehings | 
and lictle Inrages of hell: andthe follies ofa wanton bed will turd | 
the itch imto a fmart, and empty the reits of all gheit Jaftfall | 
powers; but cantheydohonour, or fatisfactionio ty thing that 
multlaft, and that ought to be provided for? No: Ajlthe things of 
this world are little, and trifling, and limited, abd particular, atid 
fometinses neceflary becaufe men are miferabte; wantin? andim-| 
perfect, but they never do any thing coward perfe@ion, but their | 
pleafure dies like the time in which it danced a while; 40d whea 
_ |the minute is gone, foisthe pleafuré tov, and Jeaves tic footftep | 
but the itipretiton of 2 figh, and dwells ho where but in the fame 
houfe where you thall finde softerday, that isia forgetfulbefie, and 
4 Ya : 
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more of its kinde, and fo continue itsmemory and name to eter- 
nallages. Itistherefore the moft neceflary part of prudence to 
choofe well inthe main ftake; andthe difputeisnot much; for if 
eternal things be better then temporal, the foul more noble then 


the body, vertue more honourable then the bafeft vices, a lafting 


joy to be chofen before an eternall forrow, ##chto be preferred 
before little, certainty before danger, publike gosd things, before 
private evils, eternity before moments, then letus fet down in re- 
ligion, and make heaven to be our end, God to be our Father, Chrift 
eur elder Brother, the Holy Ghoftrhe earns{t of our inheritance, 
vertue to be our imployment,: and then we {flrall never enter into 
the portion of fools and accurfed ill-choofing {pirits.. Nazianzen 
faid well, Malin pradentia gutta quan fecundioris fortune pele- 
gws: Onedrop of prudence is more ufefull , then anocean of a 


-|{mooth fortune; for prudence is a rare inftrument towards hea- 


a ee 


ven ; anda great fortune is made oftentimes the high-way to hell 
and deftruétion. However, thus farre, prudence is our duty ; every 
man can be fo wife, and is bound toit, to choofe heaven and aco- 
habitation with God, before the poflefiiens and tranfient vanities of 
the world. — i bo a we 

2. Itisaduty of Chriftias prudenceto purfue this greatend, 
with apt means and inftruments in proportion to thatend. No 
wife man will fail to Ormusinacock-boat, or ufeachilde for his 
interpreter ; and that Generall isa Cyclops: without an-eye, who 


choofes the fickeft men to man. his Towns; and the weakeft to| 


fight his battels. It cannot bea vigorous profecution, unlefle the 
means have an efficacie or worth commenfurate to all the difficulty, 
and fomeshing of the excellency of that end which is-defigned. 
And indeed men ufe not to be fo weak in acquiring the pof- 
feffions of theirtemporals; But in matters of religion they think 
any thing effective enough to fecure the greateft intereft; as ifall 
the fields of heaven, and the regions of the Kingdom were watte 
ground, and wanted a Colony of planters; and that God invited 


mento heaven upon any terms, that he might rejoyce inthe multir| . 


tude of fubjects. For certainit is, men do more to get alittle mo- 
ney, then for all the glories of heaven: Men rife up early and fit 
wp late, and eat the bread of carefulneffe, to become richer then their 
neighbours; and are amazed at every loffe, and impatient of an 
evil accident, and, feel a direct ftorm of paffion, if they fuffer in 
their intereft: But in order to heaven, they are cold in their religt- 
on, indevout m their prayers, incurious in their walking, unwatch- 
full in their circum{tances, indifferent in the ufe of their opportu- 
nities, infrequentin their difcourfings of it, not inquifitive of the 
way, and yet think they fhall furely go to heaven: But a pru- 
dent man knows that by the greatncfleof the purchafe, heis to 

: make 
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A . makean cftimate of the value and the price: When we afkofGod , SERMON 

any greatthing; Aswifdom, delivery from fickneffe, bis holy Spirit, x1x, 
the forgivene'fe of fins, the grace of cheftity, reftituticn to bu fa- 
vour, orthelike, do we hope to obtain them without a high opi- 
nion of the things we afk? and if we valuethem highly, muft we 
not defirethem earneftly ?. andif we defire them earneftly, muft 
we not pray forthem fervently? and whatfoever we afk for fer- 
vently, muft not we beg for frequently? and then becaufe prayer 
is but one hand toward the reaching ablefling, and God requires 
our cooperation and endeavour; and we muft work with both 
B hands: are wenotconvinced that our prayers are either faint, or 
a defigne of lazinefle, whenweeither afk coldly, or elfe pray 
loudly, hoping to receive the graces we need without labour? A 
prudent perfon that knows to value the beft objeé& of his defires, 
will alfo know that he muft obferve the degrees of labour, accord- 
ing to the excellency of the reward: Prayer mutt be effefacll, 
ferwent, frequent, continual, holy, paffiomate, that muft get a grace, 
or fecure a blefling: The love that we mult have to God muft be 
fuch as to keep bis commandem:xts, and to make us willing to pare 
with all our eftate, and all our honour, and our life for the te- 
C | ftimony of aholy confcience, Oxr charity to our neighbours mutt 
be expreflive in a language of a reall friendfhip, apeneffe to for- 
give, readineffe to forbear, in pittying infirmities, inrelieving ne- 
ceflicies, in giving our goods and our lives, and quitting our pri- 
viledges to fave his foul, to fecure and fupport his vertue. Owr re- 
peatance mult be full of forrows and care, of diligence and hatred 
againft fin, ic muft drive out all, and leave no affections towards it; 
it muft be conftant and perfevering, fearfull of relapfe, and watch- 
full of all accidents: Onr temperance mult fometimes turn into ab- | 
{tinenee, and of? commonly be fevere, and ever without reproof : 
D | He that firiveth for maflerses is temperate (faith Saint Paul ) ix all 
things 3 hechat doesall this, may with fome pretence and reafon 
fay, he intends to go to heaven: But they that will not deny a 
_| luft, nor refrain an appetite, they that will be drunk when their 
friends do merrily conftrain them, of Joveacheap religion, and a| 
gentle and lame prayer, fhert and foft, quickly faid, and foon| 
paied over, feldom returning, and but little obferved, How is 
it pofhble that they fhou'd think themfelves perfons difpofed to 
receive fuch glorious crowns and fcepters, fach excellent condi- 
tions, which they have nat faith enough to beleeve, nor attention 
cnough to confider, and no man can have wit enough to under- 
ftand, But fo might an Arcadian fhepherd look from the rocks; 
or thorow the clifts ofthe valley where his fheep graze, and won- 
| cer that the mefienger ftayes fo long from comming to him to be} 
| crowned King of all the Greek Iflands. orto be adopted heir tothe! 
| Nlacedomian Monarchy. It is an infinite love of God, that we have 
Y¥ 3 heaven 
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SERMON ( hesvenuron ccnditicts; which we can perform with greatelt di- 
XX, | ligences; But truely the lives of men are generally fuch, that they 
do things in crder to heaven, things ( I fay ) fo few, fo trifling, fo 
unworthy, that they aré not proportionable to the reward of a 
crownof oak, ora yellow ribband, the flender reward with which 
the Romans payed their fouldiers for their extraordinary valour. 
True it is, that héaven is not in a juft fenfe of a commutation, 
a seward, but 4 gift, and an i- finite favcer: but yet i -is not reac 
ched forth but to perfons difpofed by thé conditions of God; 
which conditions when we purfue in kinde, Jet us be very carefull 
we do not fail of the muchty pice of cur bizh calling, for want of 
degrees and juft meafure?, the meafures of zeal and a mighty 
love. | 
3. It is an office of prudence. to ferveGod fo that we may at 
the fame time preferve our lives and our eftates, our intereft and 
reputation for our felves, and our relatives, fo farre as they can 
confift together. Saint Paul in the beginning of Chriftianity was 
careful to inftrué the forwdrdnefle and zeai of the new Chriftt 
ans into good hufbandry, ard to catechizé the men into good 
trades, and the women into ufefull imployments, that they might 
notbeunprofitable, For Chiiftian religion carrying us to heaven, 
does it by the way ofaman, and by the body it ferves the foul, 
as by the foul it ferves God; and therefore it endeavours tofe- 
cure the body and its intereft, that it may continue the opportu- 
nities of a crown, and prolong the {tage in which we aretorun 
for the mighty price of our falvation: and this 1s that part of pru- 


time of perfecution; and it hath in it muchof duty. He that 
through an indifcreet zeal cafts himfelf into a needleffe danger, 
hath betrayed his life totyranny, and tempts the fin of an enemy, 
he lofes to God the fervice of many yeers, and cuts off himfelf 
from a fair opportunity of working his falvation ( in the main 
parts of which we fhall finde a long life, and very many yeers of 


( which he is bound to preferve )he difables himfelf of making 
| provifion for them of his own hoxfe and he that fails in this duty 
by his own fault # worfe then an:nfidel, and denies the faith, by 
fuch unfeafgnably dying, orbeing undone, which by that teftimo- 
ny he did intend glorioufly toconfefle; he ferves the end of am- 
bition and porular fervices, but not the fober ends of religion, he 
| difcourages the weak, 4nd weakens the hands of the ftrong, and 
by upbraiding their warinefle, tempts them to turn it into rath- 
nefle or defpair; he affrights {trangers from entring into religion, 
while by fuch imprudence, he fhall reprefent it to be impoffible 
at the fame time to be wife and to be religious; it turnsall the 
whole religion into a forwardnefle cf dying or beggery, leaving 


| | no 


dence, which 1s the defenfative and guards of a Chriftian in the | 


reafon to be little enough ) he betrayes the intereft of his relatives, | 
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A.‘ no {pace for the parts and offices ofa holy life, which iotimesof SERMON | 
perfecution are infinitely neceflary, forthe advantages of theinfti-| _ XX, | 
tution. But God hath provided: bettet things:for his fervants ; Onem 
fata cogent, ille cum u-nid.el mifer, Hewhom Gad by.an inevita- 
ble neceffity calls to fufferance,;be hath:Jeave to be undone, and 
that ruine of his. eftate orlofle of his life-fliall fecure firft a provi- 
dence, then a crown, gees Sl _ 


At fiquis ultro fe walis offert velens, ae _ & . 
_ Sequeipfertorquet, perdereeftdicuousbome . | 
Bl Duris nefcit uti, 7 is : pa. , | 


But he that invites the cruelty of a Tyrant by his own follyes,ot | | { 
the indifcretions of an unfignificant and impertinent zeal, -fuffersas| 
a wilful perfon,..and enters into the portion and’ reward of:fools. 
And this isthe precept of our Blefied Saviour, next after my text: : 
Beware of men: ufe your prudence to the purpofes of avoiding their} — | 
(nare ray Sugar Beords udmrov ariuieG Man # the moft bermful.of allthe a 
wilde beafts: ye are fent. as fhecp among wolves, be therefore 
wife as ferpents; whenyou can avoid it, fuffer not men to ride over 
@ | 7" heads, ortrample you under foots thatsthe wifdom of Ser- 

pents; and fomuftwe; that is by all juft complyances, and tole- 

ration of all indifferent changes in which a-duty is not deftroyed, 


_ 


and in which we were not active, foto preferve our felves that we 
might be permitted to live, and ferve God, and to do advantages 
toreligions fo purchafing time to do good in, by bending in all ) 
thofe flexures of fortune, and condition, -which we cannot help, ; 
and which we do not fet forward, and which we never did procure : 
[and this is the direct meaning of Saint Paul: fee then that ye walk, Eph's.16. 
circum|pedly, not as focls but aswife, Redeeming the time becaufe the 
diyesarecvil, thatis, weare fallen into times that are troublefome, 
D dangetous, _perfecuting and afflictive, ‘purchafe ae much refpite as 
youcan: Buy or redeem the timeby all honeft arts, by humility, by 
fair carriage and {weetnefles of fociety, by civility, anda peaceful | 
conver{ation, by good words, and all honeft offices, by praying for 
your perfecutors, by patient fufferance of what is unavoidable: And 
when the Tyranc draws you forth from all thefe guards and retire- 
ments, and offers violence to your duty, or tempts you to do 4 
dithoneft act, orto omit an ad of obligation, then come forth into 
| | the Theater and lay your necks down to the hangmans axe, and fear 
| £| not todie the moft fhameful death of the crofle or the gallows: for 
fohave I known Angels afcending and defcending upon thofe lad- 
ders: andtheLord of glory fuffered fhameand purchafedhonour| _ | 
uponthecrofle, Thus we ate to wath in wifdom towards them that | Col-4.5. 


are withsut, redeeming the time: for {o Saint Paul renewes that péer- 

| miflion, or commandment: Give them no jift caufe of offence 5 

| with 
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| $ ERMoN | with all humility and as occafion is offered reprefent their duty, and 


invite them {weetly to felicitics and vertue, but do not in ruder 
language upbraid and reproach their bafeneffe : and when they are 
incorrigible, Jet them alone, Ieft like cats they run mad with the 


_| fmell of delicious ointments; And therefore Pothinus Bifhop of | 


Lyons being afked by the unbaptized Prefident, who was the God of 
the Chriftians?an{wered, San tis LEQ yvdens If you be diff pofed with real 
and hearty defires of learning, what you afk you thall quickly 
know; Butifyour purpofes be indirect, I {hall not preach to you, 
to my hurtand yournoadvantage, Thusthewifdom of the pri- 
mitive Chriftians was carefull not to prophane the temples of the 
heathen, not to revile their falfe Gods, and when they were in 
duty to reprefent the follies of their religion, they chofe todo ft, 
from their own writings, and as relators of their own records 
they fled from the fury of a perfecution, they hid themfelves in 
caves, and wandred about in difguifes,.and preached in private, 
and celebrated their fynaxes, andcommunions in grots and retire= 
ments;, and made it appear toa{l the world, they were peaceable, 
and obedient, charitable, and patient, and_at this price bought 
theirtine. | 7 


xose3s pO darse avd pect 
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As knowing that even inthis fenfe, time was very pretious, and 
the opportunity of giving glory to God by the offices of an excel- 
lent religion, was not too deare a purchafe atthatrate. But 
then when the wolves had entred into the folds and feized upon 
alamb, the reft fled, and ufed all the innocent arts of conceal- 


ment, Ssint Athanefius being overtaken by his perfecutors, but | 


not known, and afked whether he faw Athanafivs pafling that 
way; pointed out forward with his finger,. 20m longe abe/t Atha- 
nafivs; the man is not far off; a {wife footman will eafily o- 
vertake him. And Sainte Paul divided the councell ofhis Judges, 
and made the Pharifees his parties by a witty infinyation of his own 


beliefofthe refurrection, which was not the main queftion, but |- 


an incident to the matter of his accufation. And when Plinius fe- 
cundusin the face of a Tyrant-court was pretied {0 invidioufly 
to give his opinion concerning a good manin banifhment, and un- 
der the difadvantage of an unjuft fentence, he diverted the {nare’ 
of Marcus Regulus, by referring his anfwer to a competent ja- 
dicutory according to the laws: being pretled again, by offering 
a direct anfwer upona juft condition, which he knew, they would: 
not accept: and the thirdtime, by turning the envy upon the im- 
pertinent and malicious Orator, that he won great honour, the: 
honour of a fevere honefty, and a witty man, and a prudent 
; | perfon. 


A 


| fevere repentance 5 optandum eff ut quod Isbenter facis din fa- 
cere p+{fise Tt is good to have time long to do that which we| 
oughttodoe: bur to pretend that’, which we dare not doe, | 


marked with the appellative of libeHati:é, Libellers ; and were 
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perfon. The thing I have noted, becaufe it is a good pattern tore- SERMON 
prefent the arts of honeft evafion, and religious, prudent horefty | 


which any good man may ttanfcribe and turn into his own inftances, 
if any equal cafe fhould occur. , | 

For in this cafe the rule is eafie; If we are commanded to 
be wife and redeem. our time , that we ferve God and religion, 
we muft not ufe unlawful arts which fet us back in the accounts 
of our time, na lying Subterfuges, no betraying ofa truth, no 
treachery to a good man, no infnaring of a brother,’ no fecree 
renouncing of any part or propofition of our religion, no de- 
nying to confefle the article when we are called to it, For 
when the primitive Chriftians had got a trick to give money 


for certificates , that they had facrificed toldols , though in- | 
deed they did not do it, but had corrupted the officers and | 


minifters of {tate, they difhonoured their religion, and were 


excommunicate and caft off from che fociety of Chriftians and 
the hopes of Heaven, till they had returned to God by a 


and to fay we have, when we have not, if we know we 
ought not , is to difhonour the caufe and the perfon too: _ it is 
exprefly again{t confej/ion of Chrif#, of which Saint Paul faith, 
by the month confelfion is made unto faluation. And our Bleficd 
Saviour, be that confeffeth me before men: 1 will confeffe bine be- 
fore my Heavenly Father; And if here he refufeth to own me, 
I will notown himhereaftet: it is alfo exprefsly again{t Chri- 
ftian fortitude and-noblenefle : and againit the fimplicity and 


fincerity of our -religion ,, and it turnes prudence into craft ,{ 
and brings the Devil to wait in the temple , and to minifter | 


to God: and it isa Iefler Kinde of spoffacy: and it is well 


that the man is temptedno further: for if the perfecutors could | 


not be corrupted with nioney , it is ods butthe complying man 
would, andthough he would with the money hide his fhame, 
yet he will not with. the lofle of all his eftate redeeme his 
religion avaeas J” txerei ris inaulins  Biov ovlw xavois: fome men wil 
lofe their lives rather then a faire eftate : and doe not al- 
moft all the armies of the world ( I mean ) thofe that fight 
in the jufteft caufes , pretend to fight and die for their lands 
dnd liberties: and there are too many alfo that will die twice, 
rather then be beggers once: although we all know that the 
fecond death is intolerable. Chriftian prudence forbids us to pro- 
vokea danger: and they were fond perfons that run to perfe- 
cution, and when the Proconful fate on the life and death, and 
made ftrict inquifition after Chriftians, went and offered them- 


felves} 
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RMON | felves to die 3 and he was a fool that bemg in Portugal runtothe| A 

ox. Prieft as he elevated the hoft; and overthrew decay and 
openly defied the rites of that religion - God when he fends a perfe- 
cution will pick out fuch perfons whom he will have to die, and 
whom he will configne to banifhment,and whom to poverty: Inthe |. 
mean time let usdo our duty when wecan, and as Jong as we can, 
and with as much ftridtneffe as we cans walking éxecé; (as the A- 
pottles [-hrafeis ) not prevaricating m the leaft title ; and then if wé 
can be fafe with the arts of civil, innocent, inoffenftve compliance, 
Jet us bleffe God for his permiffions made tous, and his afb tances in 
theufingthem, Butifeither we turn our zeal into the ambition of | p 
death, and the follies of an unneceflary beggery ; oron the other 
fide turn our prudence into craft and covetoufnelle ; tothe firt, (I 
fay ) that God bath x0 pleafure ix fools, tothe later, /f you guin the whele 
world and lofe your ows foul : your lofle is infinitely and mcolerable, 
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‘| the hearts, and hinder the compliance of thofe war se emt per-| 


| asto many circumftances, adjuncts, and parts of duty, which have 
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Sermon XXI. 


Part II.. 


4. WT is the office of Chriftian Prudence, fo to order the affairs 

of our life, as that in all the offices of our fouls and con- 

AA verfation, wedo honour, and tion, to the religion 

we profelle. For the follies and vices of the Profeflors give great 

advantages to the adverfary to fpeak reproachfully, dnd does aliene 

fons, who are apt to be per{waded, if their underftandings be not 
prejudiced. ! | 

But as our neceflary duty is bound upon us by one ligament more | 

‘n order tothe honour of the caufeof God ; foit particularly bindes | 


no other commandment, but the law of prudence. There are fome 
fects of Chriftians which have fome one conftant indifpofition, | 
which as a Character divides them from all others, and makes them | 
reproved on all hands: fome are fo fufpitious and ill-natured, that | 
if a perfonof a facile nature, and gentle difpofition fall into their | 
hands, he is prefently fowred and made morofe, unpleafant and un- | 
eafie in his converfation : Others there ate that do things fo like| 
to what themfelyes condemn, that they are forcedtotake fanttu- | 
ary and labour in the mine of unfignificane diftin@ions, to make 
chemifelves believe they are innocent: and inthe mean time they 
offend all men etfe, and open the miouthes of their adverfaries to 

{peak reproachfal things ;true, or falfe, (asit nse omer And it re- | 
quires 4 great wit to underftand all the diftinGions and devices) 
thought of, for Jegitimating the worthippingof images: And a | 

| people : 
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SERMON people thatare liberal intheir excommunications make men think | A 
| | they have reafon to fay their Judges are proud,or (elf. willed, or co-| 
'| vetous, or ill-natured people. Thefe that are the faults of Govern-|- 
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ours, aod continued, are quickly. derived upon the fect, and caule 


| a difreputation to thé whole fociety and inftieution. And whocan 
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think that Congregation to bea true branch of the Chriftian, who 
makes it their profeffion to kill men to fave their fouls againft their 
will, and againft their underftanding >. who callingthemfelves Dif- 
ciples of fo meek a Mafter,dolivelike Bears upon prey, and fpoil, 
and blood ? It isa huge difhonour to the fincerity ofa mans purpo- 
{es to be too bufiein fingring money in the matters of religion: and 
they that are zealous for their rights and tame in their devotion, 
furious againft {acriledge, and a companion of drunkards ; implaca- 
ble againft breakers of a Canon, and carelefle and patient enough 
with them that break the fifth or fixth Commandmentsof the De- 


calogue, tell all the world their private fence is to preferve their 


own intereft with {cruple and curiofity, and leave God to take 


|eare for his, 


Thus Chrift reproved the Pharifees , for ftraining at a gnat and | 


{wallowing aCamel; the very reprefentation of the manner and 
matter of fact difcovers the vice by reproving the folly of it, They 
that are factious to get a rich profelyte, ard think the pdor ‘not 


worth faving, difhonour their zeal, and teach. mento call it cove-|_ 


toufnefle, and though there may bee ‘a reafch of prudence to de- 
fire one more then the other, becaufe of a bigger efficacy, the ex- 
ample of the one may have more then the other ; yet it will quick- 
ly bee difcovered if it be done by fecular defigne: and the Scri- 
pture that did not allow the preferring of a gay man beforea poor 
Saint in the matter of place, will not be pleafed that inthe matter 
of fouls, which are allequal, there fhouldbe a faction and defigne, 
and an acceptation of.perfons. Never let fins pollute our Religion 
with artsof the world, not offer to fupport the Ark with unhal- 
lowed hands; nor mingle.falfe propofitions withtrue, nor make 
religion a pretence to profit or preferment, nordo things which are 
like a vice; neither ever fpeak-chings difhonourable of God,nor abufe 
thy brother: for Gods fake, nor be folicitous and over-bufie to re- 


cover thy own little things, neither alwayes think it fitto lofe thy 


charity by forcing thy brother todo juftice; and all thofe things 
which are the outfides.and faces, the garments and moft difcerned 


parts. of religion, bee fure that they bee drefted according to all the 


circumftances of men, and by all the rules of common honefty, | E | 


and publike reputation. 1s it not afad thing that the Jew fhould 
fay, the Chriftians worfhip Images? or that it thould become a 
proverb, that che Jew fhends all in: his paffeover, the Moor inhis mar- 
riage, and the Chriftian in bis law-/xit? that, what the firlt facri- 
fice to religion, andthe fecond to publike joy, wee fhould {pend 


ip 
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' A inmalice, covetoufnelle, andrevenge ? Pudet bee opprebrianchis SERMON | 
| dict potui Te, G non potuiffe refelli, But among our felvesalfo, we;  XX«, 
ferve the Devils ends, and mini({ter to an eternal dif-union, by faying | 
and doing things which look unhandfomely, One fore of men is fu- | 
perftitious, phantaftical, greedy of honour, and tenacious of proro- 
fitions to fill the purfe, and his rc‘igion is thought nothing but policy, 
andopinion. Another fayeshe hatha good religion, but heisthe 
moft indifferent and cold perfonin the world, either to maintain it, 
or to live according to it; the one drefles the images of Saints with 
fine clothes, the other lets the poor go naked,and difrobes the priefts 
' chat minifter inthe religion. Athird ufes God worfe thenall this, 
and fayesofhim fuch things that are fcandalous even to an honeft 
man, and fuch which would undo a good mans reputation: Anda 
fourth, yet endures no governour but himfelf, and pretends to fet 
up Chriftand make himfelfhis lieutenant. And a fifth hates all go- 
yermment, and from all this it comes to pafle that it is hard for a man 
to choofe his fide, and he that choofes wifeft, takes that which hath 
initleafthure; ‘buefome he muft endure, orlive without com- 
munion: and every Church of one denomination is, or hath been 
: too incurious of preventing iafamy or difreputation to their cone 
C | feffions. | 
One thing I defire fhould be obferved, that here the Queftion 
being concerning prudence, and the matter of doing reputation 
to our religion, itisnot enough to fay, wecan with learning jufti- 
fie allthat wedo, and make all whole with 3. or 4, diftinctions; 
for poflibly the man that went to vilit the Corinthian ‘Lais, if he 
had been afked why he difhonoured himfelf with fo unhandfome 
anenterance, might finde an excule to legitimate his act, or at leaft 
to make himfelf beleeve well of hisownperfons; but he that in- 
tends to do himfelfhonour, muft take care that he be not fufpect- 
D | ed, that he give no occafion of reproachful language; for fame and 
honour is a nice thing, tender asa womans chaltity, or like the 
face ofthe pureft mirrour, whicha foul breath, or an unwhole- 
fome air, ora watry cyecan fully, and the beauty 1s loft alehough 
it be not dathed in pieces. Whena man or a fect is putto anfwer | 
| for themfelves in the matter of reputation, they with their diftia- 
Ctions wipe the glafie, and at Jaftcando nothing butmake it appear 
it wasnot broken; but their very abfterfion and laborious excu- 
(es confeffe ic was foul and fauley: We mutt know thatall forts of 
men, andall fects of Chriftians, have not onely the miftakes of men 
and their prejudices to conteft withall, but the calumnies and aggta- 
vationof Devils: and therefore it will much eafe our accounts of 
doom(-day, if we are now fo prudent that men will not be offes- 
ded here, nor the Devils furnifhed with a libell in the day of our 
vreataccount, - - | acs? 
To this rule appertaias sae we be curious in obferving the 
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circumftan- 
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SERMON ( circumf{tances of men, and fatisfie all their reafonable expectations, A 
XXI, | anddo things at that rate of charity and religton which they are 

taught to be prefcribed in the inftitution, There are fome things 
which are wdecencies rather then fxs, fuch which may become a juft 
Heathen, but nota holy Chriftian; aman ofthe world, butnota 
man prof. {Jing godlinefe, Becaufe when the greatnefle of the man,or 
the excellency of the Law, engaged us upon great feverity,or anex- 
emplar vertue, whatfoever is lefle then it renders the man unwor- 
thy of the religion, or the religion unworthy of its fame: Men think 
them {elves abufed, and theretore return (hame fcr payment. We 
never read of an Apoftle that went tolaw; and it is but reafonable 
to expect that ofall menin the world, Chriftians fhould not be fuch 
fighting people, and Clergy men fhould not command Armies, and 
Kings thould not be drunk, and fubjects fhould not {trike Princes for 
juftice, and anold man fhould noe be youthfull intalk,. or in his 
habit ; and women fhould cot {wear, and greatmen fhould not lie, 
and a poor man fhould-not opprefle; for befides the fin of fome of 
them, there is an undecency in all of them ; and by being contrary 
to the end ofan office, or the reputation of a ftate, or the fobrieties 
ofagraveror fublimed perfon they afperfethe religion as infufh- 
cient to keep the perfons within the bounds of fame and common 
reputation. | 3 ne ef : 

But above all things, chofe fects of Chriftians whofe profeffed 
doGrine brings deftruction and diminution to government, give the 
moft intolerable {candal and difhonour to the anfticution; and it had 
been impoffible that Chriftianity fhould have prevailed over the 
wifdom and pewer of the Greeks and Romans, if it bad not been 
humble to fuperiours, patient ofinjuries, charitable to the needy, 
‘la great exaCtor of obedience to Kings, even to heathens, that 
"| they might be won, and convinced; and te per{'cutoars, that they 
might be {weetned in their anger, or upbraided for their cruel in- 
|juftice: for fo doth the humble yine creep at the foot of an oak, 

and leans upon itsloweft bafe, and begs thade and protection, 
and leave to grow under its branches, and to give and take mutu- 
all refrefhment, and pay a friendly influence fora mighty patro- 
nage, and they grow and dwell together, and are the moft remark- 
able of friends and married pairs of all the JeaVvie nation. Reli- 
gion of it felf is foft, eafie and defenfeleffe, and God hath made 
{it grow up with empire, and leane upon the arms of Kings, 
‘1 and it cannot well grow alone; and if it fhall like the /vy fuck 
the heart of the oak upon whofe body it grew and was fupport- 
ed, it will be pulled down from its ufurped eminence, and fire 
and thame fhall be its portion. We cannot complain if Princes 
arm again{t thofe Chriftians, who if they are fuffered to preach | 
will difarm the Princes; and it will be hard to perfwade that 
Kings are bound to protect and nourifh thefe that will prove mi- 
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‘from thence to power. and at laft to Tyranny and then fuffer 


>| a fault in others, isinthem,seceffity; asif afin could be hallowed 
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A( nifters of their own exautoration: Andno Prince can have jufter SERMON 


reafon to forbid, nor any man have greater reafon to deny com- 
munion to a family, . then if they go about to deftroy the power 


ofthe one, or corrupt the duty oftheother. The particulars of | 


this rule are very many 5 I fhall onely inftancein one more, ‘be- 
caufe itis of great concernment to the publike intereft of Chriften- 
dome. mo | 
There are fome perfons whofe religion is hugely difgraced; 
becaufe they change their propofitions according as their tempo- 
rall neceflities or advantages do return. They that in their weak- 


nefle and beginning cry out againft all violence as againft perfecu- | 


tion: and from being fuffered, {well up till they be profperous,and 


none but themfelves. and trip up thofe feet, which they humbly 
kifled, that themfelves fhould not be trampled upon; thefe men 
tell all the world that st fir? they were pufillanimous, or at 4 
outragious; that their doctrine at firft ferved their fear, and at laft 
ferved their rage, and that they did not at all intend to ferve God: 
and. then who thall believe them -in any thing elfe? Thus fome 
men declaim againft the faults of Governours, that themfelves 
may govern; and when the power was in their hands, what was 


for comming into theirhands, Some Greeks at Florence fubfcri- 
bed the Article of Purgatory, and condemned it in their own Dio- 
cefles: And the Kings fupremacy in caufes Ecclefiaftical, was ear- 
neftly definded againft the pretences of the Bifhop of Rome, and 
yet when he was thruft out, fome men were, and are violent to 
{ubmit the King to their Confiftories, as if he were Supreme in 
defiance ofthe Pope, and yet not Supreme over his own Clergy. 
Thefe Articles are managed too {ufpitioufly, 

. Omnia fi perdas famam fervare memento. 

"You lofe all the advantages to your caufe, if you lofe your re- 


putation. =i ; : | | | 
5. Itisaduty alfo of Chrifttan prudence, that the teachers of 


others by authority, or reprovers of their vices by charity, fhould | 


alfo make their perfons apt to do it without objection. 
Lori pedem reins derideat, Afhiopem albué. 


Noman can endure theGrasché preaching againft {edition, nor 
Verres prating again{t theevery, or Milo againft homicide: andi 
Hered had made an oration of humility, or Astiochus of mercy; 
men would have thought, it had beenadefigne to evil purpofes. 
He that means to gain a foul, muftnot make his Sermon an ofteri- 
tation of his Eloquence, but the law of his own life. Ifa Gramma- 

2 rian 
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|3 ERMON | rian fhould fpeak folacifmes, ora Mufician fing Kkeabitrera, he A 
%X1. | becomes ridiculous for offending in the faculty he profefles: Soi | 
| isinthem who minifter to the converfion. of fouls: If they fail | 
in their own life; when they profeffe to inftyuct another, th 
are defective in their proper part, and are unfkilfull to all their 
purpofes; and the Gardinal of Crema did with il! fucceffe tempt | 
the Englifh Priefts to quit their chafte marriages, when himfelf 
was deprehended i unchafte embraces. . For good: counfel feems 
| to be uohallowed, when itis reached forth by an impurehand, 
and be canill. he beleeved by. anether, whole life fo confutes his 
rules, that itis plain be does notbeleeve himfelf. Thofe Churches | p 
that are zealous for fouls, muft fend into their minifteries men-fo 
innocent, that evil perfons may have no excufe to be any longer 
“| vitious When Gorgias went about to perfwade the Grecks to be 
at.peace, he had eloquence enough to do advantage to his caufe, 
and reafon, enough to prefle ie: But AA /enthis was glad to put 
him off, by telling him that he.was not ficto perfwade peace, who 
could not agree at home wrh. hs wife, nor make his wife agree 
with her maids and he that could not-make peace between three | 
fingle perfons, was unapt to. prevail for the reuniting fourteen or 
fifteen Common-wealths: And:thisthing Saine Paul remarks by 
enjoyning that.a Bifhop fhould be chofea fucha one as knew well 
to rule his own Houfe,’ or elfe he is not fit to rule che Church of 
God. And. when thou perfwadeftthy brotherto bechafte, let 
not him deride thee for thy intemperance; andit will ill become 
thee to be fevere againftan idle fervant, if! thou thy felf beeft ufe- 
lefle to the publike ; and every notorious vice is infinitely againft the 
pirit of government, and deprefies the man to an evennefle with 
common perfons, : | 


— Facinus ques inquinat, equat, to 
reprove, belongs to a Superiour; and as innocence gives a man D |. 
advantage over his brather, giving him an artificial] and adventi- , ~ 
tious authority; fo the follies and fcandals ofa publike and Gp- 
verniag. man deftroyes the efficacy of that authority thae is juft 

| and naturall. Now this is direCtly an office of Chriftian prudence, 
that goad offices and great authority become not ineffective by ill 
conduct. 
 Mither alfq itappertains, that 10 publike or private reproofs, |. 
we obferve circumi{tances of time, of placz, of perfon, of difpo/t- 
tron. Thevices ofa King are not to be opened publikely; and} 

_| Princes:maft not be reprehended as 4 man reproves his fervants but’ F 
by Categorical! propofitions, by abftracted declamations by repre- 
henfions of a crime.in its fmgle nature, in private, with humility, 
and arts of infinuation: And it is againft Chriftian prudence not 
onely tq ufea Prince or great Perfonage with common language, 
but it is as gyeat an imprudence to pretend for fuch a rudenefle, the 

| : | examples 
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A ,examples of the Prophets in the Old Teftament. . For their cafe’ SER Mon 


was extraordinary, their calling peculiar, their commiffion fpecial, 
their {pirie miraculous, their authority great, asto that fingle mif- 
fon, they were like thunder or the trump of God, fent todothat 


| office plainly, for the doing of whichin that manner,eGOD had 


givenno commiffion to any ordinary minifter: And therefore wee 
never finde thatthe Priefts did ufe that freedom, which the Pro- 
phets were commanded to ule, whofe very words being put into 
their mouthes, it was not to bee efteemed an humane a, or a law- 


a precedent to them whofe authority is precarious and without 
co:rcion, whofe fpirit is allayed with Chriftian graces and duties 
of humility, whofe words are not prefcribed, but left to the con- 
du@ of prudence, asitistobe advifed by publikenecefities, and 
private circumftances, in ages where all things are fo ordered, that 
what was fit and pious amongft the old Jews, would be incivil and 
intolerable to the Jatter Chriftians. Hee alfo that reproves a vice 
fhould alfotreat the perfons with honour, and civilities, and by 
fair opmions, and {weet addrefles place the man in the regions of 
modefty, and theconfines of grace, and the fringes of repentance. 
For fome men are more reftrained by an imperfect, feared fhame, 
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| full manner of doing an ordinary office; neither could it become} ° 


fo long as they think there isa referve of reputation which they | 


may fecure, then they can be with all the furious declamations of 
the world, when themfelvesare reprefented ugly and odiqus, full 
of thame, and actually punifhed with the worft of cemporal evils, 
beyond which he fearsnot hereto fuffer, and from whence becaufe 
he knowsit will be hard for him to be redeemed by an after-game 
of reputation, it makes him defperate and incorrigible by fraternal 


correption. t 


A zealous man hath not done his duty, when hee calls his bro- 
ther drunkard and beat, and he may bettet do ie, by telling bim 
he isa man, and fealed with Gods Spirit, and honoured with the 
title of a Chriftian, and is, or ought to bee reputed as a difcreet 
perfon by his friends; anda governour of a family, ora guide io 


his countrey, or anexample to many, and that it is huge pity {o| 


‘many excellent things fhould be fullied, and allayed. with what is 


fo much below allthis: Then a reprover does hisduty, when he 
is fevere againft the vice, and charitable tothe man, and carefull of 
his reputation, and forry for his reall difhonour, and obfervant of 
his circumftances, and watchfull to {orprize his affections and refo- 
lutions, there where they are moft tender, and moft tenable; and 


men will not bein love with vertue whither they ese forced. with | 
rudenefle and incivilities; but they love to. dwell there. whither 


they are invited friendly, and where they are treated civilly, and 
feafted liberally, and lead by the hand ard the eyes0 honour and 
. 3 
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SERMON, 6. Itisa duty of Chriftian prudencenotto fuffer our fouls to| A 
XXI, | walkalone, unguarded, unguided, and more fingle then in other 
actions and interefts of.our lives, which are of lefle cencernment, 
Ve [oli ce fingulari, {aid the Wife man, Wo to bins thet is alone: 
and if wee tonfider how much God hath done to fecure our fouls, 
and after all that, how many wayes there are fora mans foul to 
mifcarry, wee fLould think it very nec {lary to call to a fpiritual 
man totake us by the hand, to walk in the wayes of God, and to. 
lead usin all the regions of duty , and thorow the labyrinthsof 
| danger. For God, who beft loves, and beft knows how to value 
our fouls , fet a price no letfe upon it then the life-blood of his| p 
Holy Son; he hathtreated it with variety of ufages according as 
the world had new guifes, and new necetlities ; hee abatesit with 
punifhment to make us avoid greater ; he fhortned our life, that we 
might live for ever; he rurns ficknefleinto vertue; he brings good 
out of evil; he turns enmities to advantages, our very fins into 
repentances,and ftricter walking 5 hee defearsall the follies of men, 
and all theartsof the Devil, and layes fnares, and ufes violence 
to fecure our obedience, he fends Prophets and Prieftsto invite 
us, and tothreaten us to felicities ; he reftrains us with laws, and he 
bridles us with honour, and {hame,reputation, and fociety, friends, | C |. 
and foes; hee Jayeshold on us by the inftruments of all the paffi-| 
jonss heisenough to fill our love, he fatisfes cur hope, he affrights 
us withfear, hee gives us part of our reward in hand, and enter- 
{tains all cur faculties with the promifes of an infinite and glo- 
rious portion 3: he curbs our affections, he directs our wills, he in- 
ftruds our underftandings with Scriptures, with perpetual Ser- 
mons. with good books, with frequent difcourfes, with particu- 
lar obfervations, and greatexperience, with accidents and judge- 
ments, with rare events of providence, and miracles; he fends his 
Angels to be our guard, and to place usin opportunities of vertue, D 
and totakeus off from ill-company and places of danger, to fetus| ~ 
neerto good example; he gives us his holy Spirit, and he becomes 
to usa principle of a mighty grace, defcending upon us in great 
variety . and undifcerned events, befides all thofe parts of it 
which memhave reducedto a method and an art: and after all this, 
he forgives us infinite irregularities, and {pares us every day, and 
{till expects, and pafies by, and waits all our dayes, {till watching 
to dous good, and to fave that foul which he knowsis fo preci- 
ous, one of the chiefeft of the works of GOD, and an image of 
Divinity. Now from all thefe arts and mercies of God, befides that | E | 
wee have infinite reafon to adore his. goodnefie, we have alfo a de- 
monftration, that we ought to doall that poffibly we can, and ex- 
tend all our faculties, and watch all our opportunities, and take in 
al] affiftances to fecure the intereft of our foul, for which God is 
pleafed to take fuch care, and ufefo many arts for its fecurity, If 
| ; at 
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A. it were nothighly worth it, God would not doit. If it were notal! 
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of itneceflary, God would not doit. But if it be worth it, and all 
of it be neceflary, why fhould wee not labour in order tothis great 
‘end? If it be worth fo much to God, it iso much more tous: for 
if we perifh, his felicity is undifturbed, but we are undone, infinite- 
\ly undone. It is therefore worth taking ina {piritual guide, fo far 
we are gone. | 
But becanfe we are ir the queftion of Prudence, wee muft con- 
fider whether it beneceflary todofo: For every man thinks him- 


felf wife enough asto the ccndutt of bis foul, and managing of} 
his erernal intereft; and divinity is every mans trade, and the}. 


Scriptures fpeak our own language, andthe commandments are 


few and plain, and the laws are the mea(ure of juftice, and if I fay} 


my prayers, atd pay my debts, my duty is foon fummed up; and 
thus wee ufually make our accounts for eternity, and at this rate 
onely take care for heaven; but let aman be queftioned for a por- 
tion of hiseftate, or have his life thaken with difeafes, then it will 
not be enough toemploy one agent, orto fend for a good woman: 
to minifter a potion of the juices.of her countrey-garden, but the 


able{t Lawyers, and the fkilfulleft Phyfitians, and the advice of | 


friends, and huge caution, and diligent attendances, and a curiuus 
watching concerning all the accidents and little paflages of our dif 
eae, and truly a mans life, and health is worth all that, and much 
more, and in many cafesit needs it all. _ 

But then is the foul the onely fafe, and the onely trifling thing a- 
bout us? Are not there a thoufand dangers, andten thoutand diff 
culties, and innumerable poflibilities of a mifadventare? Are notal: 
the Congregations inthe world divided in their Do@rines and all of 
them call their own way neceflary, and moft of them call all the reft 
damnable? we had need of a wile [nftructor, and a prudent choice 


at our firft entrance, and eledtion of our fide : and when we are well | 


in the matter of Faith for its objet, and inflitutions all the evils of 
my felf, and all the evils of the Church, and all the good that hap- 


pens to evil men, every day of danger, the periods of ficknefle, and | 


the day of death, are dayes af cempeft and {torme, and our faith will, 


fuffer thipwrack unlefle itbe ftrong, and fupported, and directed. | 
But who fhall guide the veflel when a {tormy pafhon, or a violent |. 


imagination tranfportsthe man? who fhall awaken his reafon, and 
charm his paffion into lumber & in{tru@ion? How fhal aman make 
his fears confident, and allay his confidence with fear, and make the 
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| allay with juft proportions, and fteer evenly, between the extrems, | 


or call. upon his fleeping purpofes, or actuate his choices, or binde 
him to reafon in all the wandrings and ignorances, in his paflion and 
thiftakes? For fuppofethe manof great fkill, and great learning 
ini che wayes of religion, yet if hee be abufed by accident, or by 
his owa will, who fhall then judge his cafes of confcience, — 
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kenhis duty, and renew his holy principle, and actuate his fpiritu- | A 
‘all powers? For Phyfitians that ‘prefcribe to others, do not mini- | 
fter tothemfelvesin cafes of danger, and violent ficknefles;, andin 

| matter of diftemperature we fhall not findethat books alone will do 

all the work of a fpiritual Phy fitian, more then of a natural, I will}. 
hot goabout to tacreafe the dangers and difficulties of the foul, to 

| repre(fent the affiftance of a {piritval mantobe neceflary. But of this 

| Iam fure ; our not underftanding, and our not confidering our foul, 

i makes us firft to neglect, and then many timestolofeit. But isnot 

| every man an unequal judge in his own cafe? and therefore the wif- 

. dom of God and the lawes hath appointed tribunals, aad Judges, | p 
! and arbitrators, and that men are partial inthe matter of fouls, 1¢ is 
infinitely certain, becaufe among ft thofe millions offouls that perith,| 
|not one inten thoufand but believes himfelf in a g6od condition; | 


{and all fects of Chriftians think they are in the right, and few are pa- 


__ jaccidents ? But by what inftrument fhall men alone, and in their 


' tient to enquire whether they beorno: then addetothis, that the 
Queftions of fouls, keing clothed with circumftances of matter and 
particular contingencie, are or may be infinite, and moft men are fo 
unfortunate, that they have fo intangled their cafes of confcience, 
that there where they have done fomething good, it may bee, they 
have mingled half a dozenevils: and when mterefts are confound- | C 
ed, and governments alrered, and power ftrives with right, and in- 
fenfibly pafles into right, and duty to God, would fain bee reconci- 
led with duty to ourrelatives, will it not be more then neceflary that 
we fhould have fome one that wee may enquire of after the way to 
heaven, whichis now made intricate by our. follies and inevitable 


' 


:own cafes, be able to difcernthe f{pirit of truth from the fpirit of 
jillufion, juft confidence from prefumption, fear from pufillanimity; 
are not all the things and affiftances inthe world little enough to de- 
fend us againft plea/ure and pain, the two great fountains of tempta- 
ition ? Is itnot harder to cure a lult then to cure a feaver > and are 


. {not the deceptions and follies of men, and thearts of the Devil, and 
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inticements of the world, and the deceptions of a mans own heart, | - 
and the evils of fin, more evil and morenumerous then the ficknef-|  « 
fes and difeafes of any oneman? and if a man perifhes in his foul, | 
is it not infinitely more fad, then if he could rife from his grave and 
die a thoufand deaths over? Thus we are advanced a fecond ftep in 
this prudential motive; God ufed many arts to fecure our fouls in- 
tereft; and theres infinite dangers, and infinite wayes of mifcar- 
riage inthe fouls intereft ; and therefore there is great neceflity God 
fhould do all thofe mercies of fecurity, and that we fhould doall the 
under-minifteries we can in this great work. | 

But what advantage fhall we receive by a {piritual Guide? much 

every way. For this isthe way that GOD hath appointed, whoin 
every age bath fenta fucceflion of {piritual perfons, whofe office is 
a to 
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| herds of the flock, d:{penfers of the myftersec, under mediators, and mi- 
nifters of prayer, preachers of the law, expounders of queftions,mo- 
nitors of duty, convetances of bleffings,and chat which is a good dif- 
| courfe in the mouth of another iran,is from them an ordinance of| | 
God; and befides its natural efficacy and perfwafion, it prevails by 
the way of blefling, by the reverence ofhis perfon, by divine infti- 
tution, by the excellency of order, by the advantages of opinion 
and afliftances of reputation, by the influence of the {pirit who isthe 
prefident of fuch mmifteries, and whois appointed toall Chriftians 


according to the di{penfation that 1s appointed to them ; to the peo- 
| plein their obedience, and frequenting ef the ordinance,to the Prieft 
in his miniitery and publick and- private offices; To whichalfol 
addethis confideration, that as the Holy Sacraments are hugely ef- 
fective to {piritual purpofes, not onely becaufethey convey a blefi- 
ing co the worthy fufcipients,.but becaufe men cannot be worthy 
fufcipients unlefie they do many excellent ads of vertue in order to 
a previous difpofition ; fo that in the whole conjun@ion, and tranf- 
action of aftairs there is good done by way of proper efhicacy and 
‘divine bleffing - fo it isin following the condu& of a {piritual man, 
| and contulting with him in the matter.of our fouls 3 we cannot doit 


examine our prefent'ftate, and confider concerning our danger, and 


knows he (hall feel a prefent fhame in his‘ difcoveries made tothe 
{piritual Guide, the man that is made the witheffe of his converfati- 
ON, 73 2x Asds 98 cinG 23} mav8' de%7, Holy men ought to know all things 
from God, and that relate to God. it order to the condud of fouls: 
[) .| and there is nothing to be faid againft this, if we'do not fuffer the de- 
vil in this affaire to abufe us. as he'does many people in their opini- 
ons, teaching mento fufpect theréis'a defigne and a {hake under the 
plantain ? Bur fo may they fufpect Kings when’ they command obe- 
dience, or the Levites when they read the law of tithes, or Parents 
when they teach their children temperance, or Tutors when they 
watch their charge. However, it is better to veriture the wortt of the 


| felfhath much work,and much danger 3 but he that is under thecon- 
E° 
yet nothing is eafier then to follow and be obedient. 


unleflé we confider our fouls, and make religion our bufinelle and} 
watch and ‘defigne for our advantapes, which things of themfelves 


will {et a man much forwarder in the way of. Godlinefle; befides 
‘that naturally every man will Jefle dare to at afin for which he 


defigne,thert to lofe the beft of the affiftancesand he that guides him-| — 


do& of another, his work is eafié, little and fecure ; itis nothing but. 
diligence and obedience, and though it bea hard thing torule well, | 
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du& of our foulsa fpiritual man fora guide, foit is alfo 
: of great concernment that we be prudent in the choice 
of him whom we are to truft in fo great an intereft. 

Concerning which it will be impoffible to give characters and 
fignifications particular enough to enableachoice without the in- 
terval affiftances of prayer, experience and the Grace ofGod; He}. 
that deferibes a man can tell you the colour of his hair, his ftature 
and proportions, and defcribe fome general lines, enough todi- 
{tinguifh him from a Cyclops ora Saracen. but when you chance 
to fee the man, you will difcover figures or little features of which 
the defcription had produced in you no Phantafme, or expeCtation. 
And in the exteriour fignificatiéns of a fe& there are more fem- 
blances then in mens faces and greater uncertainty in the fignes: and 
whatis faulty ftrives fo craftily to a& the true and proper images 
of things, andthe more they are defective in circumftances, the 
more curious they are in formss and they alfo ufe fuch arts of gain- 
ing Profelytes which are of moft advantage towards an effect, and 
therefore {uch which the true Chriftian ought to purfue, and the A- 
poftles actually did, and they ftrive to follew their patterns in arts of 
perfwafion, not onely becaufe they would feem like them, but be- 
caufe they can have aone fo good, fo effective to their purpofes ; 
chat it follows that itis not morea duty to take care, that we be not 
corrupted with falfe teachers,then that we be not abufed with falfe 
_|\fignes; for we as well finde a good man teaching a falfe pro- 


pofition, 


7. A S it is a part of Chriftian prudence to take into the con- | 
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A pofition, as a good caufe managed by ill men, and a holy caufe isnot SERMON 


_| On, errour and fecular defigne. 


alwayes drefled with healthful fymptomes, nor isthereacrofleal-; XXII, 


| wayes fer upon the doores ot thofe congregations, who are infected 


with the plague of herefy. | 
When Saint John was to feparate falfe teachers from true, he 


{ 


took no other courfe but to remark the doctrine which was of God, | 


and that {bould be the mark of cognifance to diftinguifh right fhep- 
heards from robbers and invaders : every (pirit that conje(jeth that Fe- 
fus Ch: ift is come in the flefh, i of Ged: He that denicth it u not of Ged. 
By this he bids his fchollers to avoid the prefent fects of Ebion,Cerin- 


| thus, Simon Magus, and fuch other perfons that denied that Chrift 


wasatall before hecame, or thathecame really in the flefh and a 


-| proper humanity. Thisisaclear note,and-they that converfed with 


Saint {ohn or beleeved his doctrine were fufficiently inftructed in the 
prefent Queftions. But this note will fignifie nothing tous; for alt 
fects of Chriftians confeffe Jefus Chrift come in the flefh, and the follow- 
ing fects did avoid that rock over which a great Apoftle had hung out 


fo plain a lantern. 


In the following ages of the Church men have been fo curious to | 


fignifie mifbeleeuers, that they have invented and obferved fome 


| fignes which indeed in fome cafes were true,real appendages of falfe | 


believers; but yet fuch which werealfo, or might be common to 
them with good men, and members of the Catholike Church ; fome 
few [ fhall remark and give a fhore account of them that by remo- 
ving the uncertain, we may fix our inquiries and dire& them by cer- 
tain fignifications ; left this art of prudence turn into folly and fadti- 

1. Some men diftinguith errour from truth by calling their ad- 
verfariesdottrine, sew, and of yefterdsy 5 and certainly this is a good: 
figneif it be rightly applyed 5 for fince all Chriftian doctrine is that 
which Chrift taught his Church, and the: fpirit enlarged, or ex- 
pounded, and the Apoftles delivered, we are to begin the Chriftt- 
an ra for our faith and parts of religion by the periodof their 
preaching: our account beginsthen, and whatfoever is contrary to 
what they taught is new and falfe , and whatfoever is befides, 


"| what they taught,is no part of our religion (and then no man canbe 


prejudiced for believing it or nor ) and if it be adopted into the con- 
feflions of the Church, the provofition is al wayes fo uncertain, that 
its not to be admitted into the faith; and therefore if it be oldin. 


‘| refpect ofour dayes, itis not therefore necefary to be believed: if 
it be new, it may. be received into opinion according ta its proba- | 


bility, and no fects or intereft are to be divided upon fuch accounts, 
This onely I defire to be obferved, chgt whenatruth returns from 
banifhment by a pofflemininm, if it- was fromthe firft, though the 
Holy fire hath been buried, of the river ran under ground; 


yet that we do not call that new; fince newnefle tsnot to be ac-:| 


counted 
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broken records and fragments of ftory left after the inundation of 
barbarifme and war, and change of Kingdoms and corruption of Aue 
thors; but by its relation to the fountain of our truths, and the birth 


of our religion under our Fathers in Chrift, the holy Apoftles, and 


Difeiples: a Camel was a new thing tothem that faw it in the fable; 
But yet it was created as{oon asa cow or the domeftick creatures, 


| and fome people are apt tocall every thing new, which they never 


heard of before, asifall religion were to be meafured by the ftand- 
ards of their obfervation, or country-cuftoms. Whatfoever was 
not taught by Chrift, or his Apoftles, though it came in by Papias, B 
or Dionyfius, by Arius, or Liberius, is certainly new as to our ac- 7 
count; and whatfoever is taught to us by the Dogors of the pre- 
fent age, if it can fhew its teft from the beginning ofout period for 
revelation, isnot to be called mew though itbe prefied withanew 
zeal,and difcourfed of by unheard of arguinents; that is,though men 
be ignorant and need to learn it, yet it is.aot therefore new or 
unneceflary, - : 7 

2. Some would have falfe teachers fufficiently fignified by a 
name or the owning of a private Appellative, asof Papi#, Luberin, 
Calvinifts, Zuingliex, Socizian; and thinksit enougheo denominate C 
them not,of Chrift ifthey are called by thenhameofa man. Andin-|_ 


| deed the ching is inie felf ill: bue then if by this mark we fhall efteem 


falfe teachers fufficiently. fignified, we muft follow no man, ‘no 
Church,nor no communion - for all are by their adverfaries marked 
with an appellative of feparation and fingularity, and yet themfelves 
are tengcious of a good name, fuch as they choofe, or fuch asis 
ss to them by fame, and the people, anda natural necef- 
fity of makinga diftinction. Thusthe Donatifts called themfelves 
the fleck of God, and the Novatians called the Catholicks traditors, 
and the Enftsthians called themfelves Catselicks and the worfhip- D 
pers of images made leoneclaft to be aname of fcorn, and men made 
names as they lifted, or as the fate of the market went. Andifa 
Doctor preaches a doctrine which another man likes not, but prea« 
ches the contradiftory, he thatconfents and he that refufes have 
each of thema teacher by whofename, if they pleafeto wrangle, 
they may befignified. It was fo in the Corinthian Church, with this 
onely difference, that they divided themfelves by names which figni- 
fied the famereligion. Jas of Paul, and lof Apolle, and Tamof Peter, 
and 1 of Chrift 3 thele Apoftles were minifters of Chrifts and fodoes ' 
every teacher new or old among the Chriftians pretend himfelfto | F 
be; Let that therefore be examined; if he minifters to the truth | 
of Chrift and the religion of his mafter, let him be entertained as a 
fervant of hisLord; but if an appellative be taken from his natne, 
there is a faction commenced init; and there is afaule in the men 
if chere be none in thedoctrine; but that the dome be = or 
om alfe 


A : 
| dental ‘and extrinfecal ; and therefore not to be determined by this 


E 
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falfe, to be received, orto be rejefted becaufe of the name is acci- 


figne. 

' Amongft fome men a fect isfufficiently thought to be re- 
proved, if it fubdwides and breaks into little fractions, or changes 
its own opinions: indeed if it declines its own doctrine, no man 
hath reafon to beleeve them upon their word, or to take them upon 
the tock of reputation, which (themfelves being judges ) they 
have forfeited and renounced in the changing that which at firft 
they obrruded paflionately. And therefore in this cafe there is no- 
thing to be done, but te believe the men fo farre as they have reafon 
to believe themfelves: thatis, to confider when they prove what 
they fay: and they that are able to do fo, are not perfons ih danger 
to be feduced by a bare authority, unlefle they lift themfelves ; ‘for 
others thar fink under an unavoidable prejudice, God will take care 
for them if they be good people; and their cafe fhall be confidered 
by andby. But for the other part of the figne; when men fall out 
among themfelves for other interefts or opinions, it 1s no argument, 
that they are in an errour concerning that doctrine, which they all 
unitedly teach or condemn refpectively ; but it hath in it fome pro- 
babilicy that their union is a teftimony of truth, as certainly as 
that their fraGtions areateftimony of their zeal, orhonefty, or 
weaknelle ( as it happens): and if we Chriftians be too decretory 
in this inftance, it will be hard for any of usto keepa Jew from ma- 


king ufe of ic againft the whole religion which from the dayes of | 


the ¢ poftles hath been rent into innumerable feds, and under-fects, 


{pringing from miftake or intereft, from the arts of the Devil, or | 


the weaknelleof man. But from hence we may make an advantage 


in the way of prudence, and become fure that al] that doctrine is cer- | 


tarnly tine , in which the generality of Chriftians( who are divided 
inmany things, yet ) doconftantly agree: and that that doctrine is 
alfo fufficsent, (ince itis certain that becaufe in:all Communions and 
Churches there are fome very good men, that do a}l their duty to 
the getting of truth, God will net‘fail in any thing that is ne- 


a to them that honeftly and heartily defire to obtain it: and]. 
ore ifthey reftin the heartinetle of that, and live accordingly, | 
and {uperinduce nothing tothe deftruCtion of that, they have no- | 


there 


thing todo but to rely upon Gods goodnelle: and ifthey:perith, it 
is certain they cannot help it, and that is demonftration enough that 


they cannot perifh, confidering the juftice and goodnelfle of our | 


Lord and Judge. . 


4. .Whoever break the bands of a Society, or Communion, |. 
and go out from that Congregation in whofe Confeffion they are | | 
baptized, do an intolerable {candal to their doctrine and perfons, | 


and give fufpicious men reafon to decline their Affemblies, and 


not to choofe them at al! for any thing of their authority, ‘or out- | | 
te Aa 


ward 
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S ERMON | ward circamftances: and Saint Pau) bids the Romans to mark A 
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them that caufe divifiens and offences, But the following words | 
make their caution prudent and practicable, [ contrary to the do- 
Grinewhich yehave learned snd avoid then | they that recede from 
the doctrine which they have learned, they caufe the offence, and 
ifthey alfoobrrude this upoa their congregations, they alfo make 
thedjvifion, For wis certain, if we receive any do@rine contrary 
to what Chrift gave, andthe Apoftles taught, for che authority of 
any maa, then we call wen .affers, and leave cur Mafter which is 
is heaveg, and inthat cale we mutt feparate from the Congregation 
and adhere ta Chrift; but thisis not to be done, unlefle che cafe be 


| evident andnotorious. Butasitishard. thatthe publike doyine 


of achurch fhould be rifled, and mifunderftood, and reproved, and 
rejected, by any ofher wilful orignorant fons and daughters: fo 


| i¢isalfo as bard that they fhould be bound, netto fee when the cafe 


is plainandevident. There may be mifchiefson both fides; but 
the former fort of evils men may avoid ifthey will; for they may 
be humble and modeft, and cotertain better opinions of their Supe- 
riours then of themfelyes, and in doubrful things give them the ho- 
nour ofa juft opinion: andifthey donot do fo, that evil will be 
their own private: for that it become nat publike, the King and the: 
Bifhop are totake care: but for the later fort of evil ie will certainly | 
become univerfal; If( 1 fay..)an authorieative falfe doctrine be 
impofed, and isto be accepted accordingly; for then all men fhall | - 
be bonad to prof: fle againft their confcience, that is, with their 
puouthes tbo -ouf:(fe enzo faluition,what with thesr hearts they belgoe 
uato vightecu{neffe. “The belt way of remedying both the evilsis, 


_| that Governours lay no burden of dorines or laws but what are ne- 


ceflary, or very profitable: and that Inferiours do not contend for 
thipgs unneceflary, nor.call any thing neceflary thatis not: till then | 
there will be evils on both fides; and although the Governours are 
te carry the Queftion in the point of law, reputation, and publike . 

verpment, yet as to-Gods Judicature they will bear the bigger 
Pad, who ia hig right do him .an injury, and by the imprefles of his 


| authority deltroy be trash, . But inthis cafe allo, although fepara- 


ting be a (ufpicjous thing aad intolerable, unlefic ie be whena fin is 


|impofed, yet to feparateiealfo accidental to truth: for fome men 


{geparate with.reafon, feme men againtt reafon; therefore here all 
the certainty that is m the thing, is when the truth is fecered, and all 
the fecyrity. te the seen will be in the bamsility of their perfons, and: 


| the heartinefle and fimplicity of their intention, and diligenceof £ 


inquiry. The Church of England had reafon to feparate from the , 
Conafeflion and practifes of Rome in many particulars, and yet 
if her children {eparate from hex they may be unreafonable and 


| impious. | 


-§, . The wayes of diregtion which we have from holy Scripture 


to: 
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A , to diftinguith falfe Apoftles from true, are taken from their do- , § ERMON 
| Grine or their lives. ‘That of the doétrine isthe more fare wayil/ xxi, 
we canhit uponit; but that alfo is the thing fignified and needs to 
have other fignes. Saint John and Saint Paul took this way, for 
they wereabletodoit infallibly. l/shat confe(fe Fels incarnate 
are of God, {aid Saint John; thofemen that deny itare hereticks ; 
avoidthem: and Saint Paul bids to sbferve them that canfe divifi- 
ons and offences again th: doctrine delivered, Them alfoavoid, that 
dofo, And we might do foas eafily as they, if the world would 
onely make their dep. “tu, that dodtrine which they delivered to 
all men, thatis, theCreed, and fuperinduce nothing elfe, but fuf- 
fer Chriftian faich to reft in its own perfect fimplicitys‘ unmingled 
with arts, and opinions, and interefts. This courfe is plainand 
eafie. and I will not intricate it with more words, but leave it diredt- 
ly inits own truth and certainty, with this onely direCtion, That 
when we are to choofe our dottrine, or our fide, we take that 
which is inthe plain unexpounded words of Scripture; for in that 
onely our religion can confift. Secondly choofe that which is moft 
advantagious to a holy life, to the proper graces of a Chriftian, to 
humility, tocharity, to forgivenefle and alms, to obedience, and 
complying with Governments, to the honour of God and the exal- 
tation of his attributes, and to the confervation and advantages o 
the publike focieties of men; and thislaft, Saine Paul dire&ts, Let 
ours be carefull to maintain good works for meceffary ufes, for he that 
‘heartily purfues thefe proportions cannot be an ill man, though 
| he were accidentally and in the particular explications decei- 
ved. 
6. But becaufe this is an a&t of wi/dom, rather then prudence, and 
fuppofes (cience or ku swledge rather then -xperience, therefore it con- 
cerns the prudence of a Chriftian to obferve the practife, and the 
tules of praGife, their lives,and pretences, the defignes, and colours, 
the arts of condutt, and gaining profelytes, which their Doctors and 
Catechifts do ufe in order to their purpofes, and in their miniftery 
about fouls. For although many fignes are uncertain, yet fome are 
infallible,and fome are highly probable. | 
4. Therefore thofe teachers that pretend to be guided by a pri- 
vate {pirit arecertainly falfe Doctors. Iremember what Simenrsas 
in Pratach tells concerning Socrates, that if he heard any man fay 
he faw a divine vilion, he prefently efteemed him vain and proud 3 
but if he pretended onely to have heard a voice or the word of 
God, he liftened to shat religioufly, and would _— of him 
with curiofity. There was fome reafon in his fancy ; for God does 
not communicate himfelf by the eye to men, butbytheear: ye 
fave no fieure, but ye heird a vsice, faid Mofes to the people eon- 
cerning God: andthereforeif any man pretends to {peak the word 
: of God, we will enquire concerning it; the man may the = 
Aa 2 | e| 
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be heard, becaufe he may be certainly reproved ifhe fpeaks amifle:| A 

SeRMON but if he pretends to vsffons and revelations, toa private {piritanda 
XXII. | piffion extraordinary, the ovan is proud and unlearned, vicious, and 
impudent. No Sc iptarc 0s of private interpretation ( {aithS. Peter ) 
that isjof private emiffion or declaration. Gods words were delivered 
indeed by fingle men, but fuch as were publikely defigned Prophets, 
remarked witha knowacharacter, approved of by the high Prieft, 
and Sanhedrim. indued witha publike {pirit. and his do@rines were 
alwayes agreeable to the other Scriptures. Butifany man pretends 
now to the fpirit, either it muft bea private or publike; if it be 
private, itcan but be ufeful to himfelf alone, and it may cozen him 
too, ifitbe not aflifted by the fpirit of apublike man. But. if it 
bea publike fpirit, it muft enter in at the publike door of minifte- 
ries, and divine ordinances, of Gods grace, and mans endeavour, 
it muft be fubject to the Prophets, it ts difcernable and judicable by 
them, and therefore may be rejected, and then it muft pretend no 
longer. For he chat will pretend to an extraordinary fpirit, and 
refules tobe tried by the ordinary wayes, muft either prophefie, or 
work miracles, or muft havea voice from heavento give him tefti- 
mony. TheProphetsinthe old Teftament, and the Apoftles in 
the new, and Chrift between both bad no other way of extraor- 
dinary probation: and they that pretend toany thing extraordi- 
nary, cannor, ought notto be beleeved, unleffe they have fome- 
thing morethentheirown word. //‘ILear witne(fe of my felf, my 
witne/[? # not true, {aid Truth it felf, our Blefled Lord. But fe- 
condly, they that intend to teach by an extraordinary fpirit, ifthey 
pretend to teach according to Scripture muft be examined by the 
meafures of Scripture, and then their extraordinary mutt be judg- 
ed by the ordinary {pirit, and ftands or falls by the rules of every 
good mans religion, and publike government; and then we are 
well enough.  Butifthey {peak any thing againft Scripture, it isthe 
{pirit of Antichrift, and the {pirit of the Devils For if an Angel 
from heaven (he certainly isa {pirit ) preach any other dorine, let him 
| beaccurfed. | 
But this pretence of a fingle and extraordinary fpirit is nothing 
elfe but the fpirit of pride, errour, and delufion, a {nare to catch 
eafie and credulous Guls, which are willing to die for agay word 
anda diftorted face; itis the parent of folly, and giddy dodrine, 
impofhble to be proved, and therefore ufelefle to all purpofes of 
religion, reafon, or fober counfels; itis like an invifible colour, 
or mufick without a found, itis, and indeed is fo intended to be, a 
direct overthrow of order, and governinent, and publike minifte- 
ries; Itis bold to fay any thing, and refolved to prove nothing; it 
inpofes upon willing people after the fame manner that Oracles 
and the lying Demons did of old time, abufing men not by pro- 
\per efficacy of its own, but becaufe the men love ta be abufed; 


it 


] 
A 


'| ExpofSitors, the teftimony of Churches, and a conftant line of T7a- 


| onthe candlefticks, and all the fsrres in Chrifts right hand, is to 
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jt is a great difparagementto the fufficiency of Scripture, andaf-| SERMON. 


perfes the Divine providence, for giving to fo many ages of the 
Church an imperfect religion, exprefiely againft the truth of their 


words who faid, they bad declared the whole truth of God, and told| 


allthe will of God: and itis an affront tothe Spirit of God, the Spi- 
ritof wifdom, and knowledge, of order, and publike minifteries. 
But the will furnifhes out malice, andthe underftanding fends out 
levity, and they marry, and produce a phantaftick dream, andthe 
daughter fucking winde inftead of the milk of the word, growsup 
to madnetle, and the {pirit of reprobation, Befides all this,an extra- 
ordinary fpirit isextremely unneceflary, and GOD doesnot give 
immiffions and miracles from heaven to no purpofe, and to no 
neceflities ofhisChurch; for the fupplying of which he hath given 
Apoftl:s and Evangelifts, Prophets and Paftors, Bifbeps and Prieffs. 
the fpirit of Ordinateon, and the fpirit of Inftruction, Catechifts, and 
Teachers, Arts and Sciences, Scriptures, and «4 comflant fuccefiton o 


d-tion, or delivery of Apoftolical Doctrine in all things neceflary 
to falvation. And after all this, to have a fumgus arife from the 
belly of mud and darknefle, and nourifh a gloworm, that fhall 
challenge to out-fhine the lanterne of Gods word, and all the can- 
dles which God fet upona hill, and all that the Spirit hath fetup- 


annull all the excellent, eftablifhed , orderly, and certain effects 
of the Spirit of God, and to worfhip the falfe fires of thenight. He 


therefore that will follow a Guide that leads him by an extraordi-| . 


nary fpirit, fhall goan extraordinary way, and have a ftrange for- 
tune, anda fingular religion, anda portion by himfelf, a great way 
off from the common inheritance of the Saints, whoare all led by 
the Spirit of God, and have one heart, and one minde, one faith, and | 
one hope, the fame Baptifme, and the helps of the Miniftery, lead- | 
ing them tothe common-countrey, which isthe portion of al! that 
are the fons of adoption, configned by the Spirit of God, the eerneft 

of ther inheritance. | 
Concerning the pretence of a private fpirit, for interpretation | 
of the confefled dotrine of God (the holy Scriptures) it will not 
fo eafily come into this Queftion of chufing our fpiritual Guides; | 
Becaufe every perfon that can bee Candidate in this Officé, that cati 
be chofen to guide others, muft bee a publike man, that is, of # 
holy calling, fanctified or feparate publikely to the Office; and 
then tointerpret is part of his calling, and imployment, and todo 
fois the work of a publike {pirit; he is ordained and defigned, hee 
is comthanded and inabled todo it: and inthisthere isno other 
Caution to be interpofed, but thatthe more publike the manis, of 
the more authority his interpretation is; and hee comes neereft to 
a law of order, and in the —_ of governmentistobe ak | 
a 3 | ut 
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S gnMON but the more holy and the more learned the manis, bis interpreta- | A 
XXII, | tion in matter of Queftion is more likely to be true: and though | 
leffe to bee prefied as to the publike confefsion, yet it may bee} 
more effeCtive to a private perfwafion, provided it bedone without 
{candal, or leffening the authority, or difparagement to the more 
| publike perfon, . 

8. Thofe are to be fufpected for evil guides, who to get authority 
among the people pretend a great zeal, and ufe a bold liberty in re- 
proving Princes and Governours, Nobility and Prelates; for fuch 
homilies cannot be the effects of a holy religion, which lay a foare 
for authority, and undermine power, and difcontent the people, | p 
and make them bold agaioft Kings, and immodeft in their own fta- 
tions, and trouble the government. Such mes may {peak a truth, 
or teacha true dottrine ; for every fuch defigne does not unhallow 
the truth of Gods but they take fometruthes and forcethem to 
minifter to an evilend; buttherefore. mingle not in the communi- 
ties of fuch men,for they will make it a part of your religion,to pro- 
fecute that end openly which they by arts of the Tempter have inf- 
nuated privately, : 

But if ever you enter into the feats of thofe Do@ors that fpeak 
reproachfully of their Superiours , or detract from government, | C 
or love to curfe the King in their heart, or flander him with their 
mouthes, or difgrace their perfons, blefle your felf and retire quick- 
ly; for theredwellsthe plague, but the Spirit of God is noe Prefi- 
dent of the aflembly ; and therefore you fhall obferve in all the 
characters whichthe B. Apoftles of our Lord made for defcribing 

: and avoiding focieties of heretikes, falfe-guides, and bringers in of 

2 Tim.3.4$ -| ftrange doctrines, {till they reckon tres/or and rebellions {fo Saint Paul, 
In the laft dayes perilloms temes fhall come, the men tall have the form 
of gedlineffe, aud deny the power of it ; they fhall be Treitors, heady, 
bigh-mueded ; thats their charaCteriltic sote. So Saint Peter, the Lord | 1 

2Pet2.10 2 | kyeweth how to delsver the godly ont of temptations, and torelerve the 
wnjuft unto the dey of jadgement to bee punifoed.Bat chiefly them that 
walk after the fich inthe luft of uncleann:(fe, and defpife goverament; 
prefumpruous are they, felf-willed, they are not afraid to peak coil of 

sae. * dignities. The fame alfo is recorded and obferved by Saint Jude, 

ep Jude, | Lékewsfe alfo shefe filthy dreamers defile the fl fo, defpife dominion and 
feskevit of drenittes, Thefe three teftimonies are but the declara- 
tion of one great contingency ; they are the fame prophefy decla- 
red by three Apoftolical men, that had the gift of prophecy: and 
by this character the Holy Ghoft in all ages hath given us caution | E 
to avoid fach affemblies, where the {peaking and ruling man fhall 
be the canker of government, and a preacher of fedition, who fhall 
either ungirt the Princes {word , or unloofe the button of their 
mantle. | : 

g. But the Apoftles in all thefe:prophecies have remarked luft to 

oo | | be 
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be the infeparable companion of thefe rebel prophets: shey ere fl-| SERMON 


thy dreamers, they defile the fi-(b, fo Saint Jude: they walk after the 
fico, i the luft of uncleanne(fe, fo Saint Peter 5 they are lovers of plea- 
fure morethen lovers of God, incontinent and fen{ual, fo Saint Paul. 
And by this part of the character, as the Apoltles remarked the Ni- 
colaitans, and Gnofticks, the Carpocratians and all their im- 
pure branches, whith began meheir dayes, and multiplied after 
their deaths, fothey prophetically did forefignifie all fuch fe&s to be. 
avoided, who to catch /iy women laden with fins, preach doGrines of 
eafe and licencioufneffe, apt to countenance and encourage vile 
things, and not apt toreftraina paflion, or mortitie afin, Such as 
thofe; that. God fees no fin in his children: that no fin‘will take us 
from Gods favour : that all of fuch a party areeled people: that 
God requires of us nothing but faith: and that faith which juftifies 
is nothing but a meer beleeving, that we are Gods chofen : that we 
are not tied tothe law of commandments: that the law of grace is 
alaw of liberty: and that liberty is to do what we lift: thae di- 
vorces are to be granted upon many and flight caufes: that fimple 


| fornication is no fin: thefe are fuch do@rines, that upon the belief 


of them, men may do any thing, and will dothat which thall fa- 
tisfie their own defires, and promote their interefts, and feduce 
their fhee-difciples: and indeed it was not without great reafon 
that thefe three Apoftles joyned /uf and tresfon together; becaufe 
the former is fo fhamefull acrime, and rendersa mans {pirit na- 
turally averfe to government, that if it falls ypon the perfon of 
a Ruler, it takes from him the {pirit of government, and renders 
him diffident , pulillanintous, private, and afbamed ; if it happen in 
the perfon of a fubject, ic makes him hate the man that fhall fhame 
him and punifhhim: it hates the light and the Sunne, becaufe that 
opens him, and therefore is much more againft government be- 
caufe that publiftes and punifhes too. One thing I defire to bee 
obferved , that though the primitive herefies now named, and all 
thofe others their fucceflers practifed and taughe horrid impurities, 
yet they did not invade governmentat all, and therefore thofe fects 
that thefe Apoftles did fignifie by prophecy, and in whom both 
thefe are concentred, wereto appear in fome latter times 5 and the 
dayes of the prophecy wete not then to be fulfilled 5 what they are 
fince, every age mutt judge, by its own experience, and for its 
own intereft. But Chriftian religion is fo pute and holy,that ¢4./ti- 
ty is fometimes_ufed for the whole religson, andto do an adian 
chaflly fignifies purity of intention, ab/lraFion from the world, and 
feperation from low and fecular ends, the virginity of the foul, and its 
avon with God; and all deviations and e/frasgements ftom GOD, 
and adhefion to forbidden objects is called formication and adultery. 
Thofe feéts therefcrethat teach, incourage, of practife impious, or 
unhallowed mixtures and fhamefull lufts, are iffues of the ng 

fpirit, 
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SeRMON {pirit,and moft contrary to God who can behold no unclean thing. 


XXIL, 


10. Thofe Prophets and Paftors that pretend feverity and live 
loofely, or are fevere im {mall things, and give liberty in greater, or 
forbid fome finnes with extreme rigour, and yet praCtife or teach 


A 


thofe that ferve cheir intereft, or conftitute their fe, are tobe fu | . 


peCted and avoided accordingly. Nibsle/t howinnm in-pta pe: fuafio- 
we salfins, mec ficla feverttate sneptive: A\\ ages of the Church were 
extremely curious to obferve when any new teachers did arife,what 
kinde of lives they lived: andif they pretended feverely andtoa 
ftriG life, then they knew their danger doubled : for it is certain all 
that teach doctrins contrary to the eftablifhed religion delivered by 
the Apoftles, aJl they are evil men. God will not fuffer a good man 
to be feduced damnably, much lefle can he be a feducer of others: 
and therefore you (hall {till obferve the falfe A poftles to be furious, 


_| and vehement in their reproofs, and fevere in their animadverfions 


of others: butthen if you watch their private, cr ftay till their 
numbers are full, or obferve their fpiritual habits, you thall finde 
them indulgent to themfelves, orto return from their difguifes, or 
fo {piritually wicked, that their pride, or their revenge, their envie, 
or their detradtion, their /corn, or their complacency in themfelves, 
their defire of prebemineace, and their impatience of a rival, thall place 
them far enough in diftance from a poor caryall finer, whom they 
{hall load withcenfures, and an upbraiding fcorn; but themfelves 
are like Devils, the {pirits of carknefle, the critual wickedneffesin 
hich places. Some fects of menare very angry againft fervants for 
recreating and eafing their labours with a le({e prudent and an unfe- 
vere refrefhment; but the Patron of their {eG thall oppreffe a 
wicked man and an unbelieving perfon; they fhall chaftifea drun- 
kard.and entertain murmurers ; they (hall not abide an oath,and yet 
{hall force men to break three or four, This {e& is to be avoided, be- 
caufe although it is good to be-fevere againft carnal or bodily fins,yet 
it isnot good to mingle with them whochaftile « bodily fintomake 
way fr4 Piriteal,or reprove a fervant, that bis Lord may fin alone; 
or punith a ftranger anda begger that will not approve their finnes, 
but will have fins of his own. Concerning fuch perfons Saint Paul 
hathtold us, that they fhall not proceed far, Lut thesr folly (hall be mani- 
feft, SAlpoy xebver Svval]’ dv wis wAdmuR F Tes@oy 7 aut, Laid Lyfias. Cito 
ad naturam fille veerderunt (ua. ‘They chat diffemble their fin and 
their manners, or make feverity to ferve loofnefle, and an imagi- 
nary vertue to minifter toa real vice; they that «bhorve Idols, and 
would commit facriledge: chaftife a drunkard, and promote fedition, 
declaime againft the vanity of great -perfons, and then fpoil them 
of their goods, reform manners and engrofle eftates, talk godly 
and do impioufly, thefe are teachers, which the Holy Spirit of 
God hath by three A poftles bid us to beware of, and decline as wee 
would run from the hollownefle of a grave, or the defpairs and 
forrows of the damned, 11. The 
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A! ut, The fubftance of all is this, that we muft noe choofe our doc- - 
| trine by our guide ; but our guide by the doctrine, andifwedoube, XXII, 


concerning the doctrine, we may judge of that by the lives and de- 
fignes of the Teachers: By thesr fruits you hall know them, and by the 
plain words of the fcripture, by the A poftles Creed, and by the com- 
mandments, and by the certain known and eftablifhed forms of go- 
vernment; Thefe are the great indices, and fo plain, apt and eafy 5 
that he that is deceived is fo becaufe he will be fos he is betrayed in- 
to it by his own luft anda voluntary chofen folly, — 

12. Befides thefe premifes there are other little candles, that 
can help to make the judgement clearer,but they are fuchas do not 
fignifie alone, but in conjunction with fome ef the precedent cha- 


) 


racters which are drawn by the great lines of Scripture. Suchas | 


are 1. Whentheteachers of fects {tir up unprofitable and ufelefle 
Queftions,2.When they caufelefly retire from the univerfal cuftoms 
of Chriftendom, 3. And cancel all the memorials of the greateft 
my(teries of our redemption, 4. When their confeflions and Cate- 
chimes and their whole religion confilt & yrdce in {peculations and 
inetiective notions in difcourfes of Angels and {pirits,in ab{traGions 
and raptures, in things they underftand not,and of which they have 
no revelation. 5. Or elfeif their religion {pends it felfin ceremonies, 
C) outward guifes, and material folemnicies , and imperfect forrres 
| drawing the heart of the vine forth into leaves and irregular fruitlefs 
fuckers, turning the fubftance into circumf{tances, and the love of 


God into geftures, andthe effect of rhe fpirit into the impertinent |_ 


offices of a burdenfom ceremonial: For by thefe two particulars 
the Apoftles reproved the Jews and the Gnofticks, or thofe that 
from the School of Pythagoras pretended converfaticn with Angels 
and great knowledge of the fecrets of the {pirits; chofing tutelar 
Angels ,and affigning them offices and charges, as inthe Church of 
Rome to this day they do to Saints: tothefe adde, 6. That we ob- 
D | ferve whether the guides of fouls avord to fuffer for their religi- 
on, forthenthe matter is foul, or the man not fic to lead, that dares 
not die in cold blood for his religion: will the man lay hislife and 
his foul upon the propofition? if fo, then you may confider him 
upon his proper grounds, but if he refufes that, refufe hiscondua@ 
fureenough, 7, You may alfo watch whether they do not choofe 
their profelyts among the rich and vitious; that they may ferve 
themlelves upon his wealth, and their difciple upon hisvice, 8. If 
their doctrines evidently and greatly ferve the intereft of wealth 
¢| orhonour, and are ineffectiveto piety, 9. If they ftrive to gain 
any one to theirconfeflion, and are negligent to gain them to good 
life. 10, Ifby pretences they leflenthe feyerity of Chrifts precepts, 
and are eafy in difpenfations and licencious glofles: 11, If they in- 
vent fuppletories to excufe an evil man, and yet to, reconcile his 


bad life with the hopes of heaven, you have reafon to fufped the | 


| whole 
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felves are fo unbandfome alwayes, and fometimes criminal, He thae 
thall obferve the Church of Rome foimplacably fierce for purgatory 
and the Popes fupremacy, for elericall immunities, and the Superi- 
ority of the Ecclefiaftical perfons to fecular, for indulgencies and 
preciousand coftly pardons, and then {o full of devices to reconcile 
an evil life with heaven, requiring only contrition, even at the laft 
for the abolition of eternal guilt; and havingathoufand wayesto 
commute and take off the temporal; will fee he hath reafon to be 
jealous that iotereft is in thefe bigger then the religion, and yet that 
the danger of the foul is greater then that intere&5 and therefore the 
man istodo accordingly. | | 

Here indeed is the great neceffity that we fhould have the pru- 
dence and difcretion, the sfiAeusofferpents, : 


ub cernamus acutum 
Quam aut aqusla ant ferpens Epidaurius, 


For fo ferpents, as they are curious to preferve their heads from 
contrition ora bruife, fo alfo to fafeguard themfelves that they be 
not charmed with {weet and enticing words of falfe prophets; who 


charm not wi/ely but cusningly, leading afide umfable fouls, againft ¢ 


thefe we muft {top our ears, orlend our attention, according to the 
foregoing meafures and fignifications; but here alfolam toinfert 
two orthree cautions. _ | 
s, Wecannot expect that by thefe or any other fignes we thal! 
be inabled to difcover concerning «// #en whether they teach an er- 
rourorno. Neithercanaman by thefe reprove a Lutheran, ora 
Zuinglian, a Deminican or a Francifcan, a Ruflian or aGreek, a 
Mu(covite or a Georgian, becaufe thofe that are certain fignes of 
falfe teachers, do fignifie fuch men whodeftroy an article of faith | 
or acommandement ; God was careful to fecure us from death by 
removing the Lepers fromthe camp, and giving certain notices of 
diftinGion, and Seyi aterm between the living and the dead : but 
he was not pleafed to fecure every man from innocent and harmlefs 
errors, from the miftakesofmen, and the failings of mortality. 
The fignes which can diftinguifh a living man from a dead, will not 
alfo diftinguith a black man from a brown, ora pale from a white: 
It is enough that we decline thofe guides that lead usto hell, but not 


| to think thac we are inticed to death by the weaknefles of every difa- 


greeing brother. 

2. Inall difcerning of feds, we muft be careful to diftinguifhthe £ 
faults of men from the evils of their doctrine; for fome there are: 
that fay very well, anddovery ill, cet 84% rapsnxdpopes mmo? Caxxel 5 | 
Was pol. | , 
Mltos Thyrfigeros, paucos eff ceruere Bacches : Many men of boly cal- 
ling and holy religion that arcof unholy lives; homines sgnava opera 


Philofopha 


iim — 
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Philofopha fentemsi: But thefe muft be feparated from the inftituti 
on: and the evil of the men is onely to be noted, as that fuch perfons 
be not taken to our fingle conduct, and perfonal miniftery 5 I will be 
of the mans religion if it be good, though he be not; bueI will not: 


mace him my confeflor set copisuy acts tx “eurd oveds. [Fhe be not wile 
for him(elf, I will not fitdown at his feet left we mingle filthinefle 
inftead of being cleanfed and inftructed. 

_ 3 Letusmake one feparation more,and then we may confider 
and act accordingto the premifes: if we efpie a defigne or an evil 
mark upon one doétrine,let us divide it from the other that are not fo 
{potted. for indeed the publick communions of men areat this day’ 
fo ordered that they are as fond of their erroursas of their truthes, 
and fometimes moft zealous for what they have leaft reafon to be 
fo: and if we can by any arts of prudence feparate from an evil 
propofition, and communicate in all che good, then we may love 

. colleges of religious perfons, though we dp not worfhip images, 

and we may obey our Prelates, though we do ne injury to Prin- 

ces,.and we may be zealous againft a crime, though we be not im- 
perious‘over mens perfons, and we may be diligent in the conduc, 
of fouls,though we be not rapacious of eftates, and we may be mo- 

derate exactors of Obedience to humane laws, though we do not dif- 
penfe with the breach of the divine; and the Clergy may reprefent 
their calling neceflary, though their perfons be full of modefty and 
humility, and we may preferve our lights and not lofe our charity, 

For this isthe meaning of the Apoftle, Try althings, and retain that 

which is gerd: from every fe& and community of Chriftians take any 

thing that is good, that advances holy religion, and the Divine ho- 
nour ; For one hath a better government, a fecond a better confefb. 

on, athird hath excellent {piritual arts for the condud of fouls, a 

fourth hath fewer errours, and. by whae inftrument foever a holy 

| life is advantaged, ufe that though thou grindeft thy {pears and ar- 
rows at the forges of the Philifliness- knowing rhou haft no Ma- 
{ter but Chrift, no religion but the Chriftian. no rulebut the Serip- 
tures, and the laws and right reafon, orher things that are helps,are 
to be ufed accordingly. ~ a 
Thefe are the general rules of Chriftian prudence which I have 
chofen to infift uponsthere are many others more particular indeed, 
but yet worth not onely the enumerating, but obferving alfo, and 
that they bereduced to practife.F or the prudence of a Chriftian does 
oblige and dire@ refpectively all the children of the inftieution 5 
.*that we be carefut todecline a danger,* watchful againft a rempta- 


tion, * al wayes choofing that thatis fafe, and fitted to all circumftan- | 


ces, * that we be wile in choofing our company, * referved aad wary 

in our friendthips, *and communicative in our charity, *that we 

| be filent and retentive of what we hear, and what wethink, * not 

_ credulous, * not unconftant, * that we be deliberatein our electios' 
2 


$ 
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* and vigorous in our perfecutions, * that we fuffernot good nature| A 
to difcompofe our duty, but that we feparate images from fubftances, 
and the pleafing of a prefent company from our religion to: God,and 
our eternal intéreft : for fometimes that which is counfelled to us by 
Chriflian prudence is accounted folly by é# ane prudence, and (oit is 
ever accounted when our duty leads us into a perfecution. * Hither 
alfo appertain ; that we never doa thing that we know we muft re- 
pent of, * that we do not admire too miny things, norany thing too 
much, * that we be even in profperity * and patient jnadverfity 5 
but tranfported with neither into the regions of defpair or levity, 
pofillanimity or Tyranny, dejection or Garifhnefle, * alwayes to |B 
look upon the {car we have imprefied upon our flefh, and no more| 
to handle dangers and knives, * to ab{tain from ambitious and vex- 
atious fuits, *notto contend witha mighty man, * ever toliftento 
him ( who according to the proverb ) bith four ears, Reafon Relizion, 
wifdem and experience, * rather to lofea benefit then to fuffer a detri- 
ment and an évil, * to ftop the beginnings of evil, * to pardotiand not 

to oblerve all the faults of friends or enemies; * of evils tochoofe 
the lea{t, * and of goods tochoofle the greateft, if it-be alfo fafelts 

* not tabe infolent in fuccefle, but to procced according to the pro- 
bability of humane caufes and contingencies, * ever to be thankful | ¢ 
for benefits, * and profitable to others, and ufeful in all that we can, 

* to watch the feafons and circumftances of aQions, * todo that will- 
ingly which cannot be avoided, left the neceffity ferve anothers ap- 
petite,and.it, be loftto all our purpoles, Ixfigrss enin eff prudentia, 

ut quod non facere non polfis, id facere xt libenter fecsfe videaris,* notto| 

| purfue difficult ancertain and obfcure things with violence and pafli- 
on, Thefe if we obferve we hall dojadvantage to our felves and te 
the religion, and avoid thofe evils which fools and unwary people 
fuffer for nothing, dying or bleeding without caufe and without pi- 
ty. I end this with the faying Of Sacrates xwe:2iusva geovioras x drat opsve. | Ty 
ara nrwy, uh oxsdy eagle ri¢ i Aol UTI ke$7yX Tes Oy ]t ard pamodwdue TE x) EY Unde 

éd” danSis tou © Vertue is but a fhadow and a fervile tmployment unlefs 
‘it be.adorned and inftru@ed with prudence which gives motioa 
‘and conduc, {pirits and vigoroufnelfle to religion, making it not 

“ onely bumane and reafonable, but Divine and czleftial. 
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Matthew ro. Jatter part of Ver, 16. 
And harmleffe as doves. J 


UR _ Blefled Saviour having prefac’d concern- 
ing Prudence,. addes to the integrity of the 
precept, and for the condu@ of our religion, 
that we be fimple as well as prudent, inno- 
Gx 1 centas well as wary: harmeleffe and fafe to- 
e ¥ 7) pether do well; for-without this blefled uni- 


A Al 

TENGE /GTH on, prudence rurnsinto craft, and fimplicity 
Se meen folly. Prudens fimplicitas, is 
Martial’s character of a good man: a wary and cautious inno- 
cence, a harmelefle providence, and provifion: Verd fimplicitate 
E | bonus, a true fimplicity, is that which feaves to a man arms de- 

- | fenfives his caftles and ftrong forts, but takes away his fwords 
and fpears, orelfe his ‘anger and his malice, his peevifhnefle ar 
{pite. But fuch isthe mifery, and fuch is the iniquity of mankinde, 
that craft hath invaded all the contracts and entercourfes of men, 
and made fimplicity fo weak a thing, that it is grown into con- 
tempt, ‘fometimes with, a without reafon; Et bomi- 
: nes 
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SERMON ( #65 fimplices, minime mealos, the Romans called param centes, fepe | Al 
XXIUY, | ftolidos, unwary fools, and defenfelefle people were called imple: 
and-when the innocency of the old fimple Romansin Junius Brutus 
time, in Fabritius, and Camillus began to degenerate, and to need 
the Aquilian law to force men to deal honeftly, quickly the mifchief 
increated, till the Aquilian law grew as much out of power, as 
honefty was out of countenance. Andthere, and every where elfe 
men thought they gota purchafe, when they. met with an honeft| _ 
man, anp nALSnoy Ariftorle calls XEN, and + 6974A0¥ % T uaviney, cwaruy, 

A fool is a profitable perfon, and he that is fimpleis little better 
then mad: And fo it is, when fimplicity wants prudence. He|B 
that becaufe he means honeftly himfelf, thinks every man elfe does 
fo, and therefore is unwary inall, or any of his entercourfes, is 

a fimple man in an evil fenfe, and therefore Saint Gregory Nazi- 
'|anzen remarks Conftantius with a note of folly, for fuffering 
his eafie nature to be abufed by Georgius, sinatra F Bacintws daoabmilay| 
STWS OE GAG F xvpori]a. asdeuev@ F euadbeew, The Princes fimplicity, 
fohecalisitfor reverence, but indeed it wasfolly, forit was zeal 
without knowledge: But it wasa better temper, which he obfer- 
| ved in his own father, sdaasms 780% ites ddbacr, fuch a fimplicity 

which onely wanted craft, or deceit, but wanted go prudence or | ¢’ 
caution, and that is truly Chrift/an /implicity, or the fincerity of an 
honeft, and ingenious,and a fearlefle perfon!; and itis a rare band, not 
onely of focisties, and contracts, but al{o of friendfhips, and advan- 
tagesofmankinde, | 2 So 

We do not live in an age in which there is fo much need tobid 
men be wary, as to take care that they be innocent: Indeed in re- 

ligion we are ufually too loofe, and ungirt, expofing our felves to 
"| temptation, and others to offence, and our name to difhonour, and 
the caufe it felf to reproach; and.we are open and ready to every 
evil but perfecution: from that we are clofe enough, and that| p 
alone we call prudence ; - but in the matter of intere{t we are wary 
as ferpents, {ubtil as foxes, vigilant asthe birds of the night, rapa- 
| ctous as Kites, tenacious as grapling hooks and the weightieft 
anchors, and above all, falfe and hypocitical as athincruft of 
ice, {pread upon the face ofadeep, -{mooth, and diffembling pit 
if you fet your foot, your foot flips, or the ice breaks, and you 
fink into death, and are wound ina fheet of water, defceriding in- 
to mifchief or your grave; fuffering a great fall, or a fudden 
death by our confidence and unfulpeding foot. There is anuni- 
verfal cruft ofhypocrifie, that coversthe face of the greateft part | E 
of mankinde, - Their religion cenfiftsin forms and outfides, and 
ferves reputation or a defigne, but doesnot ferveGod : Their pro- 
mifes are but fair language, and the. civilities of the Piazzas or Ex- 
changes, and difband and unty like the air shat beat upon their 
teeth, when they {peak the delicicus and hopefull words. Their 


oaths. 


Orat. 3 q, 


Of Chriftian fiuplicity, | agt 
A oathsare {naresto catch men, and make.them confident: Their SERMOK | 
contracts are arts and ftratagems to deceive, meafured by profitand; XXiLI. 
fibility 3 and every thing is lawfull that isgainfull; andtheir| 

riend(bips are trades of getting; and their kindneffe of watchinga 
dying friend, is but the office of a vulture, the gaping fora legacy, 
the {poil of the carcaffe 5, and their ficknefles are many times policies 
of ftate, fometimes a defigne to fhew the riches of our bed-cham- 
ber; and their funerall tears are but the paranymphs and pious {oli- 
citors of a fecond Bride, and every thing that is ugly muft be hid, 
and every thing that is handfome mutt be feen, and that will make 
afair cover for a huge defcrmity3 and. therefore it is ( as they 
| chink ) neceflary that men (bould alwayes have fume pretences and 

forms, fome faces of religion, or {weetnefle of language, confident 
affirmatives. orbold oaths. protraGed treaties, or multitude of 
words, affected filence, or grave deportment, a good name, ora 
good caule, a fair relation, or a worthy calling, great power, or.a 
pleafant wit 3 apy thing that can be fair, or that canbe ufefull, any 
thing that can do good, or be thought good, we ufe it to abufe our 
brother, or promote our interefts, Leporins refolved to die, being 
troubled for her hufbands danger, and he refolved to die with her 
> | that had fo great a kindnefle for him,as not to out-live the beft of her 

| bufbands fortune. It was agreed,and fhe temper d the poyfon, and 
drank the face of the unwholfome goblet, but the weighty poy fon 
{unk to the bottome, andthe eafie man drank it all off, and died, 
and the woman carried him forth to funerall, and after a little ill- 
pefle which fhe foon tecovered, fhe enterd upon the inheritance 


and a fecond marriage, 


a a a Tn ST Te 


Tita fr:quenfque via ef ——= 


This is an ufual and a fafe way tocozen, uponcolour of friend- 
thipor religion, but thatis hugely criminal; 0 tell alie to abufe 
a mans belief, and by it to enter upon any thing of his pofleffion, 
or his injury, is a pertect deftru@ion of all humane foctety, the 
moft ignoble of all humane follies, perfe@ly contrary to God, who 
is Truth it felf, the greateft argument of a timorous and a bafe, 
a cowardly and a private minde, notat al] honeft, or confident to 
fee the Sun, avice fit for flaves; drénrr 5 dvacapsmts, as Dio Cryfa~ 
fromus calls ir: Spay 4 8n Suelay Ta Dartlara 4 a pevistpa, ra extra dtd 
aly rwy, danisd 4 Uaxurd ; forthe moft tmmorous and the bafeft of beafts 
ufecraft, and liein-wait, and take their prey, and fave their lives 
by deceit, and it is the greateft injury tothe abufed perfon in the 
world; for befides that it abufes hisintereft, it alfo makes bim for | 
ever infecure, and uneafie in his confidence, which is the period 
of cares, the reft of.a mans fpirie; it makesit neceflary for a man’! 
to be jealous and fulpicious, that - Mg be troublefome to eee | 

3 and | 


Differt. t. dé 
regno. 


renege 
@ ; 


- @ 2 «# 


ag2 | OF Chriftian fimplicity. 


S ERMON |and every manelfe; andabove all, lying, orcraftinefle, and un-| A 
-XX1It, | faithful ufages, robsa man of the honour of his foul, makinghis| _ 
| underftanding ufeleffe and in the condition ef afool; fpoiled, and 
difhonoured , and defpifed: xian Jue dxuce svedizas ¢ danteas: Said 
Plato, Every foul lofes truth very unwillingly: Every man is fo 
great alover of truth, that if he hath it nor, he loves to beleeve he 
hath, and would fain haveall the world to beleeve as he doess_ e- 
ther prefuming that he hathtruth, or elfe hatingto be decetved, 
| orto be efteemed acheared:and an abufed perfon. Now licet fuf- 
furari mentent hominis etiam Samaritani, {aid R. Mofes, fed veri 
tates loquere atque age ingenut, if a man bea Samaritan, that is, | p 
a hated perfon, a perfon from whom you differ in matter of reli- 
gion, yet {teal not his minde away, but {peak truth to hinrbo- 
neftly andingenuoufly. A mans foul loves to dwell in truth, ‘tt 
is his refting places and if you take him from thence, youtake him 
into ftrange regions, a place of banifhment and: difhonour. 94 
tenctus led, latro appellatur, qui anzises, paulo minus quam parria 
cids, He that hurts {trangers is a thief , but he that hurts his friends 
‘| is litele better thena parricide: That's the brand and ftigma of hy~ 
pocrifie and lying: it hurts our friends, seedacinm in demuum 
potexs, and makes the man that ownsit guilty of acrime, that is,’ ¢ 
to be punifhed by the forrows ufually fuffered in the moft exe- 
|-crable places of the cities ; But I muft reduce the duty-to partiou-| 
lars, and diftover the contrary vice, by the feveral parts of its | 
propottion, - ee | = aa. 

. i. Thefirft office ofaChriftian fimplicity confifts in our rela- 
gion and manners - that they be open and honeft , publike and 
juftifiable, thefameat home and abroad; for befides the ingenu- 
ity and honefty of this, there is an indifpenfable, and infinite ne- 
ceffity it fhould be fo, becaufe whoever 1s a bypocrite in hisreli- 
gion, mocksGod, prefenting to him the outfide,' and referving the | 1 
inward for his enemy : which is either adenying God tobe the 
fearcher of our hearts, or elfe an open defiance of his omni({cience, | 
_ |and ofhisjuftice: To provoke God that we may deceive men, to 
_- | defie his Almightineffe, chat we may abufe our brother, is to de- 

ftsoy all that is Sacred, all that is prudent, it is an open heftiliry co all 
| things humane and divine, a breaking from all the bands of al} relati- 

| ons, and ufes God {0 cheaply,asif he were to be treated, or could be 

cozened like a weak man, and anundifcerning and eafie merchant: 
But fo is the life of many men: , 


Vita fallax, abditos fen{eus gerens, | 
N imi(que pulchrans turpidus faciem induens, 
¢ 


Cm. Ech. 


N 


Teis acrafty life that men live, carrying defignes, and living up- 
on fecret purpoles; Pudor impudentem celat, andacem quies, pietas 
” | | nefandune, 
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nefandam, vera fallaces probamt s fimulantqne miles dure. Menpre-, SERMON 


tend modelty, and under that red vail are bold againft Superiours, 
faucy to their betters upon pretences of religion, invaders of others 
rights by falfe propofitions in Theologie , pretending humility they 
challenge fuperiority above all orders of men,and for being thought 
nioreholy, think that they have titleto governe the world; they 
bear upon their face great religion,and are impious in their relations, 
falfe to their truft, unfaithfull co their friend, unkind to their de- 
nendants 3 Servs iamexbres xy 70 oe ortsuor Cnrsv its cv rots eemires, turning up 
the white of their eye, and feeking for reputation in the ftreets; fo 


did fome of the old hypocrites, the Gentile Pharifees, Usperum), 


culitum, ey inton(um carut Cy meglsgentiorem barbam C nitidum arcento 
adium, dx cubile kumi pofitam,c> quicquid alind ambitionem vidperversa 
sequitur : being the fofteft perfons under an auftere habit the loofett 
livers under acontracted brow 3 under a palé face, having the red- 


deft and moft (pritely livers; thef¢ kinde of men have abufed all ages| 


of the world, and all religions, it being fo eafiein nature, fo prepa- 
red and ready for mifehiefs, that men fhould creep into opportuni- 
ties of devouring the flock upon pretence of defending them, and 
to raife their eftates upon colour of faving their fouls, 


Intror[um turpes (peciofi pelle decord. 

Men that are like painted fepulchres, entertainment for the eye, 
but images of death, chambers of rottennefle, and repofitories of 
dead mensbones, It may fometimes concern a man fo (ecm re/j- 
gions; Gods glory may be fhewed by fair appearances, or the edi- 
fication of our brother, or the reputation of acaufe; but this is but | 
fometimes; butit alwayes concerns us that wee bee veligrous, and 
we may reafonably think, that if the colours of religion fo well 
do advantage tous, the fubltance and reality would do it much 
more. For no man can have a good by feeming religious, and 
another by not being fo; the power of godlinefle never deftroyes 
any well-built fabrick that was raifed upon the reputation of re- 
ligion, and its pretences: Nsaquam ft peccare utile, quis femper eft 
terpe, {aid Cicero. Itisnever profitable to fin, becaufe it is always’ 
bafe and difhoneft: and if the face of religion could do a good | 
turn, which the heart and fubftance does deftroy, then religion it 
felf were the greateft hypocrite in the world, and promifés a blef- 
fing which it never can perform, but muft be beholding to its ene- 
mie to verifie its promifes. No; We fball be fure to feel the blef='' 
fings of both the worlds, if wee ferve in the offices of religion de- 
voutly and charitably, before men and before God: if wee atk of 
GOD things honeft in the fight of MEN, uF edvus cUxSrevos’ ( aS Pytha- 
gords gave in precept ) praying toGod with a free heart and a 
publike prayer, and doing before men thingsthatare traly plea. 
fing to GOD, turning our heart — and our face inwards, tha¢ 


XXIII. 
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S RMON jis, converfing with men as in the prefence of GOD, andin our pri-( A 
XXIIL vate towards God, being as holy and devout, as if we prayedin 
-publike, and in the corners of the ftreets, Pliny praifing of Arilton, 
gave him the title of an honeft and hearty religion. Ornat bunc ma- 
enitude animi que sihil ad. oftentatioues , ovenis ad confcientiam re- 
ferts recteque facti, non ex pepuli fermone mercedem, fed ex fake 
petit, And this does well {tate the queftion of a fincere religion, and 
an ingenuous goodnefle ; It requires that we do nothing for often- 
tation, but every thing for conicience; and wee may be obliged in 
con{cience to publifh our manner of lives, but then ie muft be, not 
that we may have a popular noi(e fora reward, but thar God may be | p 
glorified by our publike worfhippings, and others edified by our 
| good examples. | 
Neither doth the fincerity of our religion require that we fhould 
not conceal our fins, for he, that fins and dares to own them publike. 
ly,may become impudent: and fo long asin modefty we defire our 
fhame fhould be hid, and men to think better of us then we deferve, 
_|T fay for no other reafon, but either becaufe wee would not derive 
the il] examples to others, or the fhame to our felves, we are with- 
in the protection of one of vertues filters,and we are not far fromthe 
gates of the kingdom of heaven; eafie and apt tobe invited io, and | C 
not very unworthy toenter. | | 
Butif any other principle drawes the vail, if we conceal our vices 
becaufe we would be honoured for fanctity, or becaufe wee would 
not be hindered in our defignes, we ferve the intereft of pride, and 
ambition, covetcufnelle, or vanity ; ifan innocent purpofe hides the 
ulcer, it does half heal it ; but if it retires into the fecrecy of fin and 
darknefle, it turns into a plague, and infects the heart, and it dies in- 
fallibly of a double exulceration. The Macedonian boy that kept 
the coal in his fleth, and would not fhake his arm, left hee fhould 
difturbe the facrifice, or difcempofe the miniftery before Alexan- | Fy 
der the Great, concealed his pain to the honour of patience and reli- 
gion. But the Spartan boy who fuffered the little fox to eat his bow- 
els rather then confeffe his theft when he was in danger of difcove- 
ry, payedthe price of abold hypocrifie; that is, the diffimulation 
reprovable in matter of mangers , which conceals one fin to make 
way for another 5 66 are oHvel xy oxuDeamul me Ew, x re dnuoste gasvbuevoly 
el raid @- deals 5 uvasxds AdCov las Sou mitoy; Lucian notes it of his Philofo- 
phical hypocrites, diflemblers ia matter of deportment and religi- 
on, they feem fevere abroad, but they enter into the vaults of har- 
lots, and arenot afhamedto feea naked fin in the midft of its ugli- | E 
nefle, and.undreffed circumftances, A mighty wraftler, that had 
won a crown at Olympus, for contending profperoufly, was obfer- 
ved to turn his head and go forward, with his face upon his fhoulder, 
to behold a faire woman that was prefent 5 and he loft the glory of 
his {trength, when he became fo weak, that a woman could ars 
; is 


Of Chriftian prudence. 
his head about, which his adverfary could not. Thefeare the fol- 
lies and weaknefies of man, and difhonours to religion, when a man 


or a difhonourable action; and mingle venome with his delicious 
ointment. | | | 
| | Onid quod olet gravins miftum dia palmate vir, 
: Atq; duplex anime longsus exit odor. : a 

When Fefcenia perfumed her breath that fhe might not fmell of 
wine, fhe condemned the crime of drunkeonefle : but grew ridicu- 
lous when the wine broke thorow the cloud of a tender. perfume, 
and the breath of a Lozenges and that indeed ts the reward of an 
hypocrite ; his laborious arts of concealment furnidh all che world 
with declamation and feverity againft the crime which himfelf con- 
demns with his caution: But when his own fentence too is prepa- 
red againft the day of his difcovery, ti | : 

Notas ergonimis frandes, deprenfag;, furta 

| | Pinas tollas, cr fisebria fimsplictter. — | 

Afimple drunkard hath but one fault 5: But they that avoid dif- 
covery, that they may drink on without fhame or reftraint, adde 


their confequent difcovery, have no other recompence, but that 
they pleafed chemfelves in the fecurity of their crime, and their un- 
deferved reputation: Sic que nigrior eft cadente mora, Cern(fate fibi 
placet Lycoris : for fo the moft eafie and deformed woman, whofe 
irdle no foolif® young man will unloofe. becaufe fhe is blacker 
then the falling mulberysmay pleafe her felf under a fkin of Ceruffe, 
and call her felf fairer then Pharaohs daughter, or the hindes living 
uponthe {nowy mountains, — oe _ of 
One thing more there is to be added as an inftance to the fimpli= 

| city of religion, and that is, that we never deny our religion, or lie 
concerning our faith, nor tell our -propofitions, and articles deceit-| 
fully,nor inftruct Novices or catechumens with fraud, but that when 
-we teach them, we doit honeftly, juftly. and feverely, not.alwayes 
to {peak all, but never to {peak othérwife chen it is, por to hide a 
truth from them, whofe fouls.ate conceined it i, thatic be known, 
neque enineid eft celare cum quid reticeas, fed cums qudd ta {ciwes, vd ignord- 
re emolumentitui cansé velis cos, quorum setevefl id {cire; So Cicero 
derermmesthe cafe of prudence and fimplicity. Thedifcovery of 
pious frauds, and the difclaiming of fal fe but profttabte aad:rich pre- 
pofitions ; the quitting honours fraudulently gotten, and unjuftly | 
detained; the reducing every manto the perfect underftandintg of 
his own religion fo far as can concern his duty, the difallowing felfe 
miracles, legends and fabulous ftories, of -cofentag the people iato 
| awfulneffe, fear and fuperftition, thefe are parts of Chisftian fimpli- 
tity which do integrate this duty: for religion hath ftrengchs enough 


it | 


fhall contend nobly, and dohandfomly, and then be taken in a bafe | . 


hypocrifie to their vitious fulneffe : and forall the amazements of | — 


of its own to fupport it felf; it needs nota: Devil for its:advoeate s | 


$0 Cicefo.Jib, | 
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S@RMON it is the breath of God, and as it is purer then the beams of the mor-( A 
XXIII, ning, fo itis {tronger then a tempelt, er the combination of all the 
| windes, though united by the prince that ruleth in the ait: And we 
_| finde that the Nicene faith prevailed upon all the world,though fome | - 
Arian Bifhops went from Ariminum to Nice, and there decreed | 
their own Articles, and called it, the fasthread at Nice, and uled all 
arts and all violence, and al] lying, and all diligence to difcounte- 
nahce it, yet it could not be, ie was the truth of God,and therefore 
it was {tronger then all the gates of hell,thea all the powers of dark- 
nefle: and he that tells a Jie for his religion, or goes about by fraud 
and impofture to gain profelytes, either dares not truft his caufe, or | p 
daresnottruf{tGod. True religion its open in its articles, honeft m 
its profecutions, juft iaits conduct, innocent when it is accufed, ig-| 
norant of falfehood, fure in its truth, fimple in its fayings: and( as 
Julius Capitolinus faid of the Emperour Verus ) it is zoruns fimpls- 
cium Cr que adambrare nibil poffit: st coversindeed 4 multitude of 
franes by curing them, and obtaining pardon for them, but itcan| 
diffemble nothing of it felf, it cannot tell or doa lie: but it can be- 
come a facrifice 5 agood man can quit his life, but never his inte- 
grity. Thats the firft duty; the fum of which isthat which Aqsi- 
lius {aid concerning fraud and craft, bowa fides the honefty of a mans | C 
faith and religion ts deftroyed cum aliud firuletum alind adium (it, | 
when either we conceal what we oughtto publifh,or do not a@ what 
we pretend. | 
2. Chriftian fimplicity, or the 1snocence of prudence relates to 
laws both in their {anion and execution; that they be decreed 
with equity, and proportioned to the capacity and profit of the fub- 
jects, and that they be applied to practife with remiflions, ‘and rea- 
fonableinterpretations agreeable to the fence of the words and the 
minde of the law-giver; but lawsare not to be cofened and abufed 
by contradifory glofles, and phantaftick elufions, as knowing that | p 
sf the majefty and facredneffe of them be once abufed, and fubjeCted | ~ | 
to contempt and unreafonable and eafie refolutions, their girdle is 
unloofed,and they fuffer the4hame of proftitution and contempt. 
When Saul madea law, that he that eat before night fhould die, 
the people perfwaded him dire@ly to refcind it, in the cafe of Jo- 
nathan, becaufe it was unequal and uojuft,that he who had wrought 
their deliverance, and inthae working it, was abfent from the pro- 
mulgation of the law, fhould fuffer for breakingit, ina cafe of 
violent neceffity, and of which hee heard nothing upon fo fair and 
probable a caufe: and it had been well that the Perfian had been | EB 
{o refcued, who againft the laws of his countrey killed a Lion to fave 
| the life of hisPriace ; in fuch cafes it is fit the law be refcinded and 
difpenfed with all, as to certain particulars, fo it be done ingenu- 
oufly with competent authority , in great neceflity, and without 
partiality: But that which I intend here is, that in the refciffion, or 
| | difpenfation 
\. ba et , oe (cscteeinananamaaa errr ne 
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A . difpenfation of the law the procefle be open and free, and fuchas,; SERMON 
| fhall preferve che law and its facredoefle as wellasthe perfonand| Xxtil, 
his intereft. The laws ofSparta forbad any man to be twice Admi- 
ral, but ‘when their affairs required it, they made Arzas titular 
and Lyfander fupravifor of him, and Admiral to all real and ef- 
fective purpofes; this wanted ingenuity and laid a way open for 
them to defpife the law which was made patient of fuch a weak 
evafion; The Lacedemonian Embaflador perfwaded Pericles to 
turn the tables of the law , which were forbidden to beremoved, 
and another ordained ina certain cafe that the laws fhould fleep 24, 
hours; A third decreed that June fhould ke called May, becaufe the 
time of an election appointed by the law was elapfed 5 thefe arts are 
again(t the ingenuity and fimplicity of laws, and lawgivers; and 
teach the people to cheatin their obedicnce, when eheir Judges are 
fo fraudulentin the adminiftration of their laws Every law fhould 
be made plain, open, honeft, and fignificant, and he that makes a de- 
cree and intricutes it on purpofe, or by inconfideration, layes a 
{nare or leaves one there, andis either an imprudent perfon, and 
therefore unfitto govern, or elfe he isa Tyrant anda vultur. Itis 
too much that aman can makea Jaw by an arbitrary power; But 
C | when he thal] alfo leave the law fo thatevery of the minifters 0 
Juftice and the Judges fhall have power to rule by aloofe, by an 
arbitrary, by acontradiCtory interpretation, itis intolerable. They 
that rule by prudence, fhould above all things fee thatthe patrons 
and Advocates of innocence fhould be harmlefle and without an e- 
vil fting. | 
3. Chriftian fimplicity relates to promifes aad adts of grace and 
favour; and its caution is, thatall promifes be fimple, ingenuous, 
agreeable to the intention ofthe promifer, truly and effeCually ex- 
prefled,and never going leffe inthe performance, then inshe pro- 
D | mife, and words of the expreflion: coscerning which the cafes are 
feveral. 1. Firft all promifes in which a third ar a fecond perfon hath 
no intere(t, that is the promifes of kindnetle and civilities, are tied 
so pafle into performance, fecundum equum Ce bexunt: and though| 
they may oblige to fome {mall inconvenience, yet never. toa great 
one: aod I will vifit youto morrow morning, becaufe | promifed 
you, and therefore, I will come ¢téam/t non concexero, although I 
have not flept my full fleep, but Ss feoricitavere, if I bein a feaver 
or havereafonto fearone, J am difobliged, For the nature of fuch 
E | promifes bears upon them no bigger burthen, thencan be ,expown- 
ded by reafonable civilities and the common expectation of kinde, 
and the ordinary performances of juft men, who de excufe and 
are excufed refpectively, by all rules of reafon proportionably to 
fuch {mall entercourfes: and therefore although fuch condftions 
be not expreffed in making promifes, yet to perform or refcind 
them by fuchlawsis not againft Chriftian fimplicity. 2,‘ Promifes 
} in 


2 
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SERMON {in matters of juftice, or in matters of grace as froma fuperiourto A 
XX{1I. | aninferiour mutt be fo fingly and ingenuoufly exprefled, intended 
and performed accordingly, that no condition is to be referved or ; 
{uppoféd in rhem to warrant their non-performance, but impoffi- = 
bility, or that which is next to it, an intolerable inconverience; in 
which ca!cs we have a natural liberty to commute our promifes, but 
fo that we pay tothe interefted perfona good, at Jeaft equal to that 
which we firft promifed, Andto this purpofeit may be added, that 
itis not ag.inft Chriftian fimplicity to exprefle our promifes in fuch 
words which we know the interefted man will underftand to other 
purpofes then I intend, fo it be no: Je fle that I mean, thenthat he | B 
hopes for. Whenour Blefled Saviour told his difciples, that they 
foould i upon twelve thrones, they prefently thought they had his 
bond for a kingdom, and dreamt of wealth, and honour, power 
| anda fplendid coust; and Chrift knew they did, but did not difin- 
tangle his promife from the enfolded and intricate fence of which 
his words were naturally capable; but he performed his promife, | 
‘| to better purpofes, then they hopedfor; they were prefidents in 
the conduG of fouls, Princes of Gods people, _ the chiefin fuffer- 
ings {tood neereft to the crofle, had an elder brothers portion in the 
Kingdom of grace, were the founders of Churches, and‘difpen-! o 
fers of the myfteries of the kingdom, and minifters of the {pirit of 
D 
t 


God, and chanels of mighty bleffings, under-mediators in the Prieft- 
hood of their Lord,and their ames were written in heaven ; and this 
was infinitely better, then.to. groan ard wake under a head preffed 
with a golden crown and pungent cares, andto eatalone, and to 
walk in a croud,and tobe vexed with all the publike and many of the 
private evils of the people, which isthe fum total of an carthly 
Kingdom. : 

When God promifed to the obedient that they fhould live long 
in theland, which he would givethem, he meant it of the land of 
Canaan but yet referved to himfelf the liberty of taking them quick- 
ly from that land and carrying them toa better. He that promifes to 
lend me a {taffe to walk witbal, and inftead of that gives mea horfe 
to carry me,hath not broken his promife,nor dealt deceitfully. And 
this is Gods dealing with mankinde ; he promifes more then we 
could hope for; and when he hath done that, he gives us more 
then he bath promifed. God hath promifed to give to them that 
fear him all that they need, food and raiment 3 but he addes out of 
the treafures ofhis mercy; variety of foodand changes of raiment 5° . 
fome to get ftrength, and fome to refrefh, fomething for them EF 
that are in health,and fome for the fick. And though that fkins of 
buls and {tagpes and foxes and bears could have drawn a vail thick 
enough to hide the apertures of finand natural fhame, andto de-; 
fend us from heat and cold, yet when he addeth the fleeces of 
theep and bevers, andthe fpoiles of filk worms, he hath — 
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| A, med that although his prornifes are the-bounds of our certain ex-| SERMON 
pectation, yet they are not the limirs of his loving kindnefle: and, XXIII, 


if he does more then he hath promifed, no man can complain that 
he did otherwife, and did greater thingsthen he faid: thas God 
| does, but therefore fo alfo muft wes imitating that example, and 
tran{cribing that copy of divine truth, alwayes remembring that 
his promifes are yea and Amen. And although God often goes 
more, yet he never goes lefle; and therefore we muft never go 
from our promifes, unlefle we be thruft from thence by difabi- 
lity, or let go by leave, or called up higher by a greater intend- 
p | mene and increafe of kindnefle : And therefore when Solomon 
had {worn to Ibrahim-Bafla that he would never kill him folong 
as he were alive, he quitted himfelf bue ill, when he fent an Eu- 
_|nuch to cut his throat when he flept, becaufe the Prieft told him 
| that fleepwasdeath. His act was falfe and deceitful as his great 
7 rophet, 
a But in this part of fimplicity we Chriftians havea molt efpeciall 
obligation, for our religionbeing ennobled by the moft and the 
greateft promifes, and our faith nvade confident by the veracity 
of our Lord, and his word made certain by miracles and pro- 
phecies, and voices from heaven, and all the teftimony of God 
C| him(elf, and that truth it felf is bound uponus by the efficacy of 


great endearments and fo many precepts 5 if we fhall fuffer the faith | 


of a Chriftian to be an inftrument to deceive our brother, and 
that he muft either & incredulous or deceived , uncharitable 
or deluded like a fool, we difhonour the facrednefle of the 
inftitution and become f{trangers to the {pirit of truth , and 


to the eternall word of God. Our bleffed Lord would not | 


have his difciples to. fwear at all ( no not in publike Judica- 
ture ) if the neceflities of the world would permit him to 
. |be obeyed: Jf Chriftians will live according to the religion, 
Dithe word of a Chriftian were.-fufficienr inftrument to give 


teftimony and to make promifes , vo fecure a faith , and up- | 
{on that fuppofition oaths were ufelefle, and therefore forbid- { 


den, becaufe there could be no neceffity to invoke Gods name 
10 promifes or affirmations if men were indeed Chriftians: and 
therefore in that cafe would be a taking it in vain; but be- 


caufe many are not, and they that are in name oftentimes are} 


in nothing elfe, it became necellary that man fhauld fwear 


in judgement and in publike courts; but confider who it was | 


ft that invented and made the neceffity of oaths, of bonds, of fe- 
curities , of ftatutes, extents, judgements and all the artifices of 


humane diffidence and ‘difhonefty . Thefe things were indeed | 


found out by mien 3 but the necefltty of thefe was from him 


promifes, but never kept any, or if he did, ie was to dea 
2 | . bigger 


that is the father of lies, from him that hath made mapy faire | 
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S ERMCN | bigger mifchief, tocozenthe more: for fo does the Devil: He A 
Promifes rich harvefts, and blafts the corn in the {pring, - he tells. 
his fervants they fhall be rich, and fils them with beggerly qua- | 


XXIII, 
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lities, makes them bafe and indigent, greedy and penurious, and 


they thae ferve him intirely, as witchesand fuch miferable perfons | 
never canberich: if he promifes health, then men prow confident | 


and intemperate and do fuch things whereby they fhall die the 
fooner, and die longer, they fhall dieeternally. He deceives men 
in their truft, and fruftratestheir hopes, and eludes their expecta- 
tions; and his promifes have a period fet, beyond which they 
cannot be true; For wicked men thall enjoy a faire fortune but 
till their appointed time, and then it ends imperfect and moft 
accomplifhed mifery: and therefore even in this performance he 


deceives them moft of all, promifing and perferming coloured 


ftones, and glaffe-gems, that he may cozen them oftheir glorious 
inheritance. All fraudulent breakers of promifes drefle them- 
felves by his glafle , whofe beft ‘imagery is deformity and 
lies. = Pe A , = 


SBsgegegeggnseggsrggracsrss 
ENDS ane try ORO Ce 


4 t 
BARROS RIE NAT LALLA RSE GS : 
PAC se! SABOGSO oats. G2. gO SAGA $5794 5. 


Ce tne. Oye TOUTS & Hier niet 5 
CoeU TT TT OT ET ERRTR TORUS ERRNO Tee S 


eee 8 ae ee 


| Sermon XXIV, 
©) | Of Chriftian Sumplicity. 


Part II. 


Mriftian fimplicity teaches opennefle, and ingenuity in 
C| 4 Ps sleep ciaoea? | 

Contracts, and matters of buying and felling, covenants, 

aflociations 5 and all fuch entercourfes, which fuppofe 

an equality of perfonsas tothe matter of right and juftice in the 


ftipulation, 42 dyedvatdistav was theold Attick law: and nothing | 


is more contrary to Chriftian religion, then that the entercourfes 
of juftice be direct {nares, and that we fhoufld deal with men, as men 
deal with foxes, ans! wolves, and vermin ; doall violence, and when 
that cannot be, ufe all craftand every thing whereby they can bee 
made milerable. ae | 7 7 

| D | a h SoAw ne Ginn ducadty xevenddre 


There are men in the world who loveto {mile, but that {mile | 


is more dangerous then the furrows of a contracted brow, ora 


ftorm in Adria; for their purpofe is onely to deceive 5 they eafily | 


fpeak what they never mean, they heap’up many arguments to 
per{wade that to others, which themfelves beleeve not ; they praife 
that vehemently which they deride in their hearts, they declaim 
againft athing which themfelves covet, they beg paffionatly for 
that which they value not, and run from an object which they 
would fain haveto followand overtake them, they excufea per- 
E | fondexteroufly, where the manis beloved, and watch to furprize 
him where he is unguarded 5 they praife that they may fell, and 
difgrace that they may keep. And thefe hypocrifies are fo inter- 


woven and imbroidered with their whole defigne; that fome nati-. 


ons refufe to contract till their arts are taken off by the fociety of 
| ~-Ce banquets, 
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SERMON | banquets, and the good natured kindnefles of feftival chalices, for| A 
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XXIV, | fo Tacitus obferves concerning the old Germans, [ De afcifcendis 


Lib.8.1nftic. 


principibus de pace & bello in conviviic confultant, tanguan null 
magis tempore ad fimplices cogitationes patcat animus, aut ad ma- 
nas incale(cit; as if then they were more fimple when they were 
moft valiant, and were leaft deceitfull, whenthey were leaft them- 
felves, i 

But it is an evil condition that a mans honefty thall be owing to his 
wine, and vertue muft live at the charge and will of a vice. The 


proper band of focieties and contracts 1s, ju2éce and necelfities, religion. 


and the lays; the meafures of itare equity, andeur felves, and our own 
defires inthe dayes of our need, natural or forced; But the s#/?rx- 
ments of the exchange and conveyance of the whole entercourfe is, 
words and actions, as they are expounded by cuftom, confent, or 
the underftanding of the interefted perfon ; in whichif fimplicity 
be not feverely preferved, itis impeftible that humane fociety can 
fubfift, but men fhall be forced to {natch at what they have bought, 
and take fecurities that men {wear truly, and exact an oath, that fuch 
is the meaning of the word, andnoman fhall think himfelf fecure, 
but fhall fear he is robbed if he has not pofleffion firft; and it hall 
bee difputed who fhall truftthe other, and neither of them thall 
have caufe to bee confident upon bands, or oaths, or witnefles, or 
promifes, or ali the honour of men, or all the ingagements of 
religion, ides Dar er) mseVous SivaToU pin. bd” Gt mivy epIuuot7e, Idey dd dnseceyoy 
+ poalon orale aessnxorre, {aid Cyrus in Xenophon. A man though he 
defires it, cannot be confident of the man that pretends truth, 
yet tellsa lie, andis deptehended to have made ufe of the facred 
name of friendfhip, orreligion, honefty, or reputation, to deceive 
is brother, : 

But becaufe a man may be deceived by deeds and open ations as 
wellas words; therefore it concerns their duty, thatno man by an 
action on purpofe done to make his brother believea lie, abufe his 
pet{wafion and hisintereft, When Py:bivs the Sicélias had a minde 


to fell his gardento C4snins, hee invited him thither, and caufed | 


fifhermen( asif by cuftome) tofifhin the chanell, by which the 
gardens ftood, and they threwa great ftoreof fil into their ar- 
bours, and made Cannius believe it was foevery day, and the man 


| grew greedy of that placeof pleafure, and gave Pythius a double 


price, andthe next day perceived himfelf abufed. Actions of pre- 
tenceand fimulation are like {nares laid, into which the beafts fall 
though you purfue them not, but walk in the inquiry for their ne- 
eeflary provifions ; and if a man fall into a {nare that you have laid, 
it is no excufe to fay, you did not tempt him thither: to lay a{nare 
is againft the ingenuity of a good manand a Chriftian, and from 
thence he ought to bé drawn, and therefore it isnot fit wee fhould 
place a danger which our felves are therefore bound to hinder, = 

caufe 


Jews But becaufe that rite did fignifie more things befides that one; 
e onely did it to reprefent that he was no enemy of Mofes law, 
but would ufe it when there was juft reafon, which was one part of 
the things which the ufing of circumcifion could fignifie: Soour 
bleffed Saviour pretended that he would pafle forth beyond Emaus, 
but if he inrended not to do it, yet hedid noinjury to the two di- 
{ciples, for whofe good it was that heintended to make this oifer: 
and neither did he prevaricate the {trictnefle of fimplicity and fin- 
C | cerity, becaufe they were perfons with whom he had made nocon- 
tracts, to whom he had paffed no obligation, and in the nature o 
the thing it is proper and naturall, by an offer to give an occafion 
to another to do a good ation: and in-cafeit fucceeds not, chen 
to do what we intended nor, and fo the offer was conditional, But 
in all cafes of bargaining, _ although the actions of themfelves may 
receive naturally another fenfe, yet I am bound to follow that 
fignification which may not abufe my brother, or pollute my own 
honefty, or natch, or rifle his intereft: Becaufe it can be no 
ingredient into the commutation, if I exchange athing which he 
D | underftands not, and is by errour Jeadintothis miftake, and I hold 
forth the fire, and delude him, and amufe hiseye: for by meheis 
made worfe, > | 7 
But fecondly, .as our aGions muft be of a fincete and determi- | 
nate fignification in contracts, fo muft our words: in whichthe 
rule of the old Roman honefty wasthis: Userque ff ad cloquendum 
vencrit non plus quam fensel eloqustur; Every one that {peaks istq 
fpeak but once: that is, but one thing: becaufe commonly that is 
truth: truth being but one: but errour and falfehood infinitely va- 
rious and changeable: and we fhall feldom fee a man fo ftiffned 
with impiety, as to {peak little and feldome, and pertinacioufly 
adhere toa fingle fenfe, and yer chat at firft, -and.all the way after 
fhall bealie. Menufeto go about, when they tell a lie, and devife 
circumftances, and ftand off at diftance, and caft a cloud of words, 
and intricate the whole affair, and cozen themfelves firft, and then 
cozen their brother, while they have miinced the cafe of confcience 
: Cc2 into 
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SERMON , into little particles, and fwallowed the lic by crumbs, fothat no| A 
XXIV, | one paflage of ie fhould ruth againft the confcience, nor do hurt, 
until! itis all gotinto the belly, and unites in the effect ; for by that 
time, two menareabufed, the Merchant in his foul, and the Con- 
tracter in his intereft; and this isthe certain effect of much talking 
and little honefty: but he that means honeftly, muft {peak but 
once, thatis, one truth, and hath leave to vary within the degrees 
of juft prices, and fair conditions, which becaufe they have a la- 
titude may be enlarged, or reftrained according asthe Merchant 
pleafe, fave onely he muft never prevaricate the meafures of equi 
ty, and the proportians of reputation, and the publike. But in all 
the parts of this traffick let our words be the fignifications of our 
thoughts, and our thoughts. defigne nothing, but the advantages of 
a permitted exchange. In thiscafe, the feverity is fo great, fo ex- 
at, and fo without variety of cafe, that it is not lawful for a man 
totella truth, with acollateral defigne to cozen and abufe;, and 
therefore at. 20 hand can ie be permitted to he or equivocate, to 
fpeak craftily, o# to.deceive by fmoothnefle, or mtricacy, or long 
difcousfes, | | | 

But this precept of fimplicity in matter of contract hath one 
ftep of feverity beyond this: In macter of coatrad it isnot law- 
full fo. much. as te conceal she fecret and: undsfcermable faults of 
the merchandize; bat we: mutt acknowledge them, or elfe affix 
prices made dimante andi leflened to fuch propestions and ahate- 
ments as that faule frould make, Cveetemptoris a good caution 
for him that buyes, and it fecures the feller tm publdc Judicature, 
butnot in court of confcience: and the old Jawesof the Romans 
were as.mce io this affair, as the con{cience of aChriftiam = Tita 
Claudius Centimsaiws was commanded by the 4szxresto pull down 
hishoufe inthe Calsaw wscuntaix, becaufe it hindred their obferva-. 
tion of the flight of birds:. he expofes his houfeta fale, Publine 
Calpurnias buyes it, and is forced to pluck it down: But com- 
plaining to the Judgeshe had remedy, becaule Clasdiys didnot tell 
him thetrue {tate of the inconvenience. He that fells 2 houfe in- 
fected with the plague, ar haunted with evil: {pirits, fels thae which 
is.not worth fuch a price which ic might be put to if it were in 
jealth and peace: andthereforecannor demand itbut epenly and 
upon publication of the evil: To which alfo this is to-be:added, 
thatin fome great faults.and fuch as have danger, (asin the cafes 
now {pecified ) 20 diminution of the price is fufficientro make the 
Merchant juft and fincere, unleffe he tels the appendant. mifchief: 
becaufe ta fome perfonsin many cafes, and to all perfonsinfome 
cafes, it isnot at-all valuable, and they would not poffelie itif they 
might for nothing,, 44:rcws Gratidianys boughta houfe of Ser gsxs 
Orate, which himfelfhad foldbefore; Butbecaufe Ser giws did not 
declare the appendant vaflalage and. fervice,. he was recom penfed 


by 


| | and keep a fair horfe,- or for 4 wife max to faatch a plank from a} 


by the Judges; for although it was certain that Gratiatanss knew| 5 
‘lic, becaufe it had been his own, yet O;ortast ex bond fide denun- 
ctari {aid the law; it coricerned the ingenuity of a good man to 
have fpokenitopenly, Inall cafes it muft be confeffed in the price, 
orinthe words: But whentheevil may be perfonal, and more 
then matter of intereftand money, it ought to be confefled, and 
thenthe goods prefcribed, leftby my aé& I domy neighbour in- 
jury, and I receive profit by hisdammage. Certain it is, that in- 
genuity isthe fweeteft and eafieft way, there is nodifficulty or ca- 
fes of confcience in that, and it can bave no objection in it but that 
poffibly fometimes we lof a litele advantage, which it may be we 
may lawfully acquire, but ftill we fecurea quiet confcience : and 
if the merchandife be not worth fo muchto me, then neither is it 
tohim, if itbetohim, itisalfo to me; and therefore I have no 
loffe, no hurt to keep it if it be refu fed: buthethat fecures his own 
profit, and regards not the intereft of another, is more greedy of a 
full purfe then of a holy confcience, and prefers gain*before juftice, 
and the wealth of his private, before the neceflity of publike fociety 
and commerce, being a fon of earth, whofe centre is it felf, without 
-| relation to heaven that moves upon anothers point, and produces 

flowers for others, and fends influence upon all the world, and re- 
ceives nothing in return but a cloud of perfume, or the feel! of a fat 


facrifice. | 7 
God fent juftice into the world, that all conditions in their fe- |. 


veral proportions {ould be equals ‘and hec thar receives a good,} 


(hould pay one, and he whom I {érveis obliged to feed and to de- 

fend mee inthe fame proportionsas I ferve; and juftice isa rela- | 
tive terme, and fuppofes two perfons obliged, and though for-| 
tunes are unequal, and eftates arein majority dod fubordination, 
and men are wife or foolifh, honoured or defpifed 5 yet in the enter- | 
courfes of juftice GOD hath made that thereis no difference, and} 
therefore it was efteemed ignoble todifmifiea fervant. when corn 


was dear, in dangers of (bipwrack to throw out an unprofitable boy | 


drowning fed, or if the Mafter of the thip fhould challenge the 
board upon which his paflenger fwims for his life, or ‘to obtrude| . 


falfe moneys upon others, which we firft took for true, but ar laft | : 


difcovered to be falfe; or not to difcover the gold which the mer- 
chant fold for alchimy: The reafon of all thefeis, becaufe the | 
collateral advantages are not at all to bee confidered ia matter of | 
rights; and though I am deareft to my felf, as my neighbour is to | 
him(elf, yet it isneceffary that I permit hins to his own advantages. | 
as ¥ defire to be permitted to mine, Now therefore fimplicity and | 
ingenuity in all contracts is perfectly and exactly neeeflary, becaufe| 
its contrary deftroys that equality which juftice hath placed in 
the affaitsof men, and makes all things private, and makesa man 
Cc3 “dearer 
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SERMON dearer to himfelf, and to be preferred before Kings and Repub-| A‘ 
XXIV, |, licks, and Churches ; it deftroys fociety, and it makes multitudes of | * 
|} mento be but like herds of beafts, without proper in{trumnents of 
exchange, and fecurities of pofleflion, without faith, and with- 
Out propriety, concerning all which there is ne other account to be 
given, but that the rewards of craft are but a little money, anda 
great deal of difhonour, and much fufpicion, and proportionable 
{corns watches and guards, {pies and jealoufies are his portion; 
But the crown of jultice is a fair life,and aclear reputation, and an 
inheritance there where juftice dwells fince the left the earth, even 
in the kingdim of the juft, who thall call us to judgement for every| p 
word, and render to every man a’ cording to his works: and whatisthe 
hope of the hypocrite though he hath gained, when the Lord taketh 
away his foul, Tolleadum e(fe ex rebws cont: ahendis omne mendscium, 
That's the fam of this rule: no falfhood or deccit 1s to be endured in 
any contract, 
5. Chriftian fimplicity hath alfo its neceflity, and paffes obligati- 
on upon us towards enemies in queftionsof law orwar, Plutarch 
commends Lyfander and Philopzmen for their craft and fubtilty | . 
in war, but commendsit not asan ornameatto their manners, but 
chat which had influence into pro{perous events; juft as Ammianus| C 
affirms, sulle difcrinsine virtutis ac doli profperos omnes laudari debere 
bellorum eventus: whatfoever in war is pro{perous, men ufe tocom- 
mend: But heethatis a good fouldier is not.alwayesa good man. 
Callicratidas was a good man and followed the old way of down- 
right hoftility, aarty © yrvaioy F apusvey tesa: But Ly fander was | 
mavipyG-» cvpisns dmiras dlawoxlmoy Ta 78 Tortus, a crafty man, full of 
plots, but not noble in the condud of his Arms. I remember Eu- 
ripides brings in Achilles commending the ingenuity of his breed- 
ing and the fim plicity and noblenefle of his own heart, to J tf erteys | 
suorCesd rs Teagels yerparG Tuadey 23 cehaxsdwaustyer, The good old man D 
Chiron was my Tutor, and he taught me toufe fimplicity and ho- 
nefty in all my manners. It was welland noble; But yet fome 
wife men do not condemn all fouldiers that ufe to get victories by 
Quz.1e. figer | deceit: Saint Auftin allows it to be lawful ; and Saint Chryfoftome 
Fojbuam bith commendsit. Thefe good men fuppofed that a crafty victory was 
| OF cere sl etter thena bloody wars and certainly fo it is, if the power got- 
ten by craft be not exercifedin blood: But this bufinefle ( as to the 
-leafe of confcience) will quickly be determined, Enemies are no 
perfons bound by contract and fociety, and therefore are not obli- 
ged to open hoftilities, and ingenuous profecutions of the warre 5 | E 
and if it be lawfull to take by violence, it is not unjuft to 
take the fame thing bycraft. But this is foto be underftood, that 
where there is an obligation , either by the law of Nations, or by |- 
fpecial contracts, No man dareto violate his faith or honour, but} | 
in thefe things deal with an ingenuity equa! to the truth of ae 
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_, full promifes, and acts of favour, and endearment to our relatives.| SERMON 


‘ @ 


own men to wear crowns in token of a Navall vi@ory gotten by 


Jofephus tels of the fons of Herod, that in their enmities wth} XXIV. 


their Uncle Pherora and Salome, they had difagreeing manners of 
profecution, asthey had difagreeing hearts; fome railed openly, 
and thoughttheir enmity the more honeft, becaufe it was not con- 
cealed, but by their ignorance, and rude untutord malice lay open 


to the clofe defignes of the elder brood of foxes. In this, becaule it! Hif.l16.cap. 


was a particular and private quarrel, there isno rule of confcience 
but that it be wholly laid afide, and appeafed with charity ; for the 
opennefie of the quarrel was but the rage and indifcretion of the, 
malice : and the clofe defigne was but the craft and advantage of the 
malice: Butin juft wars on that fide where a competent authority 
and a juft caufe warrants the arms,and turns the aGive oppofition in- 
to the excufe and Jicence of defence, there is no reftraint upon the 
actions & words of men in the matter of fincerity, but that the laws 
of nations be ftridtly purfued and all parties ; promifes,and contracts 
obferved religioufly and by the proportion of a private and Chrifti- 
aningenuity. Wee finde it by wife and good men mentioned with 
honour, that the Romans threw bread from the befieged Capitol 
‘oto the ftations of the Gauls, that they might think them full of 
corn: and that Agefilaus difcouraged the enemies , by caufing his 


Pifander, whoyet wasat that time deftroyed by Conon, and that 


Flaccus faid the city was taken by Emilius, or that Jofbua difflem- 


bled a flight at Ai, and the Conful Quin¢tius told aloud that the left 
wing of the enemies was fled, and that made the right wing fly 5 
or that Valerius Levinus bragged prudently that he had killed Pyr- 
rus, and thatothersufe the Enfignesof enemies colours and gar- 
ments, concerning which fort of actionsand words, Age(ilaus in| 
Plutarch faid, & wordy 72 dixasoy, array Sn mwa x70 wD idbyits xapd'atyery ovis) 
It is juft and pleafant , profitable and glorious, but to call a parley| 
and fall ia upon the men that treat; to {wear a peace and ie 
advantage; to entertain Heralds and then to torment them , fo| 

et from them notices of their party; thefe are {uch which are| 
Sihonourable and unjuft, condemned by the laws of nations and | 
effential juftice, and by allthe world; and the Hungarian Army was| 
deftroyed by a divine judgement, at the prayer & appeal of the Ma- 
humetah enemy, for their violating their faith and honour, and pro- 
phaning thename of Chrift, by ufing it in a folemn oath to deceive 
their enemies, 23 2 axdociusroy ddbxcir, F Stay St xoJageové: that is to defpife 
God when men firft {ware by him, and then violate their oathes 
or leagues, their treaties or promifes, In other cafes liberty hath 


been taken by all men, and it is reproved by noman, fince the firft |" 


fimplicity of fighting and down right blows did ceafe by the bet- 
ter inftru@ed people of the world : which was, asis afually compu- 
ted, about the end of the fecond Carthaginian war; fince that time, 


fome | - 
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wit, But their fighting gallantry is extriafecal to the Queftion of 
Jawful or unlawful. , 
6. Thus wee fee how farre the laws of ingenuity ahd Chriftian 


| SWRMON fome few perfons have been found fo noble as to fcorn to fteal a vi-| A 
AXIV, | Gery,but had rather have the glory of a fharp word, then of a fharp 


fimplicity have put fetters upon our words and actions, and dire&-| ° 


ed them in the paths of truth and noblenetie, and the firft degrees 
of permiffion of /izeslatzen is in the arts of War, and the cafes of 
jult hoftilicy. But here itis ufually inquired whether it be law full 
to tell alie. or diflemble, to fave a good-mans life, ortodo him a 
great benefit? A Queftion which Saint Auftin was much troubled 
withall, affirming it to be of the greateft difficulty: for he faw ge- 
nerally all the Doors before his time allowed it 5 and of all the Fa- 
thers no manis noted tohave reproved it but Saint Auftin alone, 
and he alfo (as his manner is) with fome variety: thofe which fol- 
lowed him are to be accounted upon his fcore: and it relies upon 
fuch precedents which are not lightly to be difallowed : for fo Abra- 
ham and Ifaac tolda lie in the cafe of their own danger to Abime- 
lechs fodid the Ifraelitifh midwives to Pharaoh, and Rachab con- 
cerning the {pies, and David to the King of Gath, and the Prophet 
that anointed Saul, and Elifha to Hazel, and Solomon in the fen- 
tence of the ftolen childe; concerning which Irenzus hath given us 
a rule, that thofe whofe adtions the Scripture hath remarked, and 
yet not chaftifed or cenfured, we are not without great reafon and 


certain rule to condemn: but whether his rule can extend to this cafe: 


is now to be enquired. 

t. Itiscertain that children may be cozned into goodneffe, and 
fick men to health, and paflengers in a ftorm into fafety3 and the 
reafon of thefe is, beeaufe not onely the end is fair, and charitable, 
and juft, but the meansare fuch which dono injury tothe perfons 
which areto receive benefit: Becaufe thefe are perfons who are 
either naturally or accidentally ignorant and incompetent judges 
of affairs : and ifthey be alfo wilfull, as fuch perfons moft common. 
ly are, there is in art and nature left no wayes to deal with them but 
with innocent, charitable, and artificial deceptions; they are not 
capable of reafon, and folid difcourfes, and therefore either muft 
be expofed to all harms, like Lions-whelps when their nurfe and 
fire aretakes ina toil, or elfe be provided-for in wayes proportio- 
nable to their capacity. : | 

2. Sinners may not be treated with the liberty we take to chil- 
dren and fick perfons, becaufe they muft ferve GO D with choice 
andeleGions; and therefore although a fick man may bee cozened 
into his health, yetaman muft not be cozened into his duty, which 


is no duty atall, or pleafing to God, unleffe it be voluntary and cho- | 


fen: and therefore they are to be treated with arguments proper 
to move their wills, by the inftrument of underftanding {pecially, 
| being 
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being per fons of perfect faculties, and apt to be moved by the wayes SERMON | 
of health and dfaman. It isanargument of infirmity,thatin fome, XXIV, 


cafesitis neceflary tomake pretences; but thofe pretences are not 
made legitimate, unlefle itbe the infirmity of the ihterefted man 
with whom wedo comply, My infirmity cannot make it lawfull 
to make colours and images of things: But the infirmity of him 
with whom I deal, may be fuch, that he can be defended or in- 
ftructed no other way: But finners that offend God by choice 
muft have theit choice corrected, and their underftandings in- 
ftructed, or elfe their evill is not cured nor their {tate amen- 


2, Foritishere very obfetvable, that in entercourfes of this 
nature we are to regard a double duty ; the matter of juftice,and the 
rights of charity: ¢hatis, that goad be done by lawful inftruments ; 
for it is certaih itis not lawful to abufea mars underftanding, ‘with 
4 purpofe to gain him 6.d. it isnot fitto do evil for agodd end, or 
to abufe one man to preferve or do advantagetoanother: arid 
therefore it is not fufficient that I entend todo good to my nei?h- 
bowr; fot I may not therefore tell a lie atid abufe his credulity 5 be- 
c¢aufe bis underftanding hath.a-right as certain as his will hath, of as 
his money 3 and his right to truth is no more to ke cozened and de- 
franded, then his right unto hismonéy; and thérefore fuch arti- 
ficial entercourfes are no wayes to be permitted, but to fuch perfons 
over whofe underftandings we have power andauthority. Plato 
faidie was lawful for Kings and Govérhoursto diflemble, becauft 
there is great nécefhty forthem {0 to do: but it was but crudely 
faid, fo nakedly to deliver the dottrine ; for in fuch things which the 
people cannot underftand and yet ought to obey.théré isa Hibérty to 
ule them as we ute children, whoare of Av other. condition of capa- 
cities then ¢httdren ; butin all things wheré chey ¢an and ought to 


| choofey becaufe their underftanding is onely 4 fervant ta God, no 
y) mom hath power to abufe their credulity and eafon; to prefervé 


theireftates, and peace. But becaufe Chitérén and mad peoplé and 
difeafed, are fuch whofe underftandings ate mh mihofity and unde? 
Tuition, they aretobe governed by théir proper inftraments anid 
proportions 5 7258 2)a4iv xpeidor 6h F danddas fatd Proclus, 4 good curtnis 
tobé preferred before a true faying, itis ohely trué to'fuch pérfons 
who cannot value truth, and prefer an iatélleGtual beforéa material 
tatereft. Itis becrer for childrento have warni clothés then 4 true 
propofirtort, abd therefore in all feafes they acd their like may bé fo 


fm; treated: Butother perfons who have diftinG capacities have an ibju- 


ry done them by being abu(ed into advantages’, and althoirgh thofe 
advantages make chem récomiperice, yet he chat i tied to make a 
man recompence,; hath done hin injury and committed a fin, By | 
which le was obliged to reftituticn; aiid therefore thé man ought | 


not té-be cozened for hisown good. - . : | 
7 4. And| 
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4. And now upon the grounds of this difcourfe, wemay more A 


eafily determine concerning faving the life of a man by tellinga lie, 


| in Judgement 44 ui eunapaafay mis geacts ama. nex? Sear faid Pericles of A- 


thens, when his friend defired him to {wear on his fide; I willaf- 
fift my friend fo far as I may not difhonour God, and to jie in judg- 
ment is dire@tly again{t the being of government, the honour of 
Tribunals, andthe commandement of God, and therefore by no 


——- 


| accident can be hallowed 3 it is 6 aduz gavaty 5 LexDdy as Ariftotle faid 


ofa lie, it isa thing evil init felf, that is, itis evil in the whole kinde, 
ever fince itcame to be forbidden by Ged: and therefore all thofe 
in{tances of crafty and delufive anfwers which are recorded in {crip-' p 
ture were extrajudiciall, and had not this lead upon them to be a de- 
ceiving of authority in thofe things where they had right tocom- 
mand or inquire, & either were before or be/ides the commandment, 
not 4! all againft it: andfince the law of Mofes forbad lying in judg- 
mentonely, by thatlaw we areto judge of thofe actions in the old 
teftament which were committed atter its publication: and becaufe 
in the fermons of the prophets and efpecially in the new te{tament, 
Chrift hath fuperadded or enlarged the law of ing-nuity & hearty fia 
pl.city, we are to leave the old {cripture precedents upon the ground 
of their own permifftons, and fnifh our duty by the rules of our re-! © 
ligion: which hath fo reftrained our words, that they muftalwayes 
be juft and —- charitable, and there is no leave given to preva- 
perfons where there can be no obligation, perfons 
that have no right, fuch with whom no contract can be made 3 
fuch as children and focls and infirm perfons, whofe faculties are 
hindred or depraved,, I remember that Secundus extremely com- 
mends Arria for deluding her hufbands fears concerning the death 
of his beloved boy, and wiped her eyes and came in confidently and | 
fate by her hufbands bed-fide, and when fhe could no longer for- : 
bear to weep, her hufbands ficknefle was excufe enough to legiti- 
mate that forrow, or elle fhe could retire ; but fo Jong the forbore to 
confefs the boyes death till Czcinna Pztus had fo far recovered that 
he conld go forth to fee the boy,and.need not fear with forrow to re- 
turn to his difeafe, 1t was indeed a great kindenefle and a rare pru- 
dence as their affaires andlaws were ordered; but we have better 
means to cure our fick 3 our religion can charme the paffion and en- 
able the fpirit to entertain and mafter a forrow; and when we have 
fuch rare fupplies out of the ftore-houfes of reafon and religion, we 
have leffe reafon to uf¢ thefe arts and little devices, which are argu- | 
ments of an infirmity as greatasisthe charity: andtherefore weare — 
to keep our felves {tri@ly to the foregoing meafures; Let every man 
[peak the truth to his neighbour, putting away lying, for we are mem- 
bers one of axother: and be as harmle(e as doves {aith our Bleed Sa- 
vicur in my text : which contain the whele duty concerning the mat- 
ter of truth and fincerity ; in both which places truth and fim plici 
_ are 
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A are founded upon juftice and charity : and therefore where ever aj SER MON 
: lic is in any fence again{t juftice, and wrongs any thing of aman,his) XXIV. 
| judgement and his reafon, his right or his liberty, it 1s exprefly for- | 
bidden in the Chriftian Religion: what cafes wee can truly fup- 
pofe to be befides thefe, the Jaw forbids not, and therefore it is law- | 
ful to fay thacto my felf which I believe not, for what innocent 
purpofeI pleafe, and to al] thofe over whofe underftanding I have 
or ought to have right, : 

Thefe cafes are intricate enough,and therefore I fall return plain- 
ly to prefle the doctrine of fimplicity which ought to be fo facred, 
B thata man ought todo nothing indire@ly which itis not lawfull to 
cwn 3; to receive no advantage by the fin of another, which I fhould 
account difhoneft if the action weremy own; for whatfoever dif- 
putes may be concerning the lawfulnefle of pretending craftily in 
fome rare and contingent eafes, yet it is on all hands condemned, 
that my craft fhould do injury to my brother. I remember that 
when fome greedy and indigent reople forged a Will of Lucius Mi- 
nutius Bafilius, and joyned M, Craflus, and Q. Hortenfius in the 
inheritance, that their power for their own intereft might fecure 
the others fhare, they fufpecting the thing to bea forgery, yet be- 
C | ing hot principles and actors inthe contrivance alseni facinoris mu- 
nus culum non repudiaverunt, refufed not to receive a prefent made 
them by anothers crime; but fothey entred upon a moiety of the 
eftate, and the biggeft thare of the difhonour: we mutt not be crafty 
to anothers a fo muchas by giving countenance to the wrong ; 
for Tortoifes and the Eftrich hatch their egges with their looks one- 
ly; and fome have defignes whicha diflembling face, of an acted 
gefture can produce; butasa man may commit adultery with his 
eye, fo with his eye alfo he may tell alie, and {teal with one finger, | 
and do injury collaterally, and yet defigne it with a dire@ intuition 
upon which he looks with his face over his fhoulder : and by what- 
D foever inftrument my neighbour may be abufed, by the fame inftru- 
ment. I finif I dodefigneit antecedently, or fall uponit together 

with fomething elfe, or rejoyce init when itis done. 

7, Onething more lam toadde, thatit isnot lawfull to tell a lie 
in jeft.It was a vertue noted in Ariftides,and Epaminondas,that they 
would not lie, &J° vy muda mi 2570, not infport: and as Chriftian 
(implicity forbids all lying in matter of intereft and ferious rights : fo | 
there isan appendix tothis precept forbidding to lie in mirth 5 for | 
of every jdle word a man thall [peak hee fhall give account in the day of | 
judcement : and fuch are the jeftings which S.Paul reckons amongft 

E things uncomely 3 But amongf{tthefe ; fables,apologues, parables, or 
| figures of Rhetorick, and any artificial inftrament Of inftruction, or 
innocent pleafure arenot to be reckoned 5 But he that without any | 
end of charity, or inftitution (hall tell les only to become ridiculous 

in himfelf, or mock another, hath fet fomething upon his ee | 
ook, 
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| Of 


y water or by fire, that is,by repen-| & 
tance, or a Judgement, yo 
| Nothing 1s eafier then fimplicity and ingenuity, itis open and rea- 
dy without trouble and artificial cares, fit for communities and the 
proper vertue of men, the necetlary appendage of uleful {peech, 
;without which language were given to men as nails and teeth to Lis 
ons, for nothing but to do mi(chief; itis a rare inftrument of inftitu- 
stion, anda certain token of courage, the companion of goodnefle 
,and a noble minde, the preferver of friendfhip, the band of foctety, 
i the fecurity of merchants, and the blefling of trades it prevents in- 
| finite of quarrels, and appeals to Judyes, and fuffers none of the 
evils of jealoufie: men by fimplicity converfe as do the Angels, they 
do their own work, and fecure their proper intereft, and ferve the 
Publike, anddo glorytoGod: But hypocrites, and liars, and dif- 
femblers, fpread darknefle over the face of aflairs, and make men 
like the blintde, to walk faftly and timoroufly : and crafty men like 
the clofe air fuck that which is open, and devour its portion, and 
deftroy its liberty; and itis the guife of devils, and the difhonour 
of the foul, and the canker of fociety, andthe enemy of juftice and 
| truth, and peace,of wealth and honour,of courage and merchandife. 
He is a good man with whom a blind man may {ately converfe, dig- 
nis quicuue in teswebris mices to whom in refpect of his fair treatings, 
the darknefle andlightare both alike: But he that bears light upon 
the face, and a dark heart, is hike him that transforms himfelf into 
an Angel of light, when he means todo moft mifchief, Remember 
this onely 5 that falfe colours laid upon the face befmear the fkin 
and durty it, but they neither makea beauty nor mend it. 


Apocal, 22,15. 


For without fhall be dogs and forcerers,and whoremongers,and 
murderers, and idolaters, and who(oever loveth and maketh alse. 
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— Serm n. XXV. - 
MIRACLES| 
| ewan: 


DIVINE MERCY. 


 Phalm. 86.3. 


For thou Lord art good and ready to forgive, and plente- 
 ousin mercy to all them that call uponthee. 5 


WA N having deftroyed that which GO D de- 
lightedin, that is, the beauty of his foul, fell 
into an evil portion, and being feized upon 
by the Divine juftice, grew miferable, and 
coadembed to an incurable forrow. Poor } 
| Adam being banifhed and undone, went and 
= lived a fad life in the mountains of Indra 
and turtied his face and ‘his‘prayers towards 
Paradife; thither he fene his fighes, to that 
slace he dire&ted his devotions; there was hts heart now, and his 
felicity fometimes had been; but he knew not howto return thi- 
ther, for God was his enemie, and by many of his Attributes op- | 
pofed himfelf againft him. Gods pewer was armed agaist him 5 | 
and poor man, whoma flie, or a fith could kill, wasatlauleed and | 
Dd beaten 


‘ .- ——— . 


314 | The miracles of the Divine Mercy. 


SERMON | beaten witha {word of fireinthe hand of a Cherubim. Gods eye| A 
XXV. | watched him, he ommifcience was mans acculer , his feverity was 
the Judge, bis jaflice the executioner, It was amighty calamity |. 
that man wasto undergo, when hee that made him, armed himfelf 

again(t his creature , which would have died or turned to nothing, 
if hee had but withdrawn the miracles andthe Almightinefle of his 
power. If God had taken hisarm from under him, man had pe- 
rifhed ; but it was therefore a greater evil when God laid his arm 
upon him and againft him, and feemed to fupport him that hee 
might be longer killing him. In the midft of thefe fadneffes God 
remembred his own creature, and pitied it, and by bis mercy re-| » 
- |fcued him from the baud of his power, and the {word of his jufisce, 
land the guilt of bis punifbment, aad the ciforder of his finne, and 
‘placed him in that order of good things where hee ought to have 
{tood, It was mercy that preferved the nobleft of Gods creatures 
here below; he wha ftood condemned and. undone under all the 
other Attributesof God, wasonely faved and refcued by his mer- 
cy: that it-may be evidert that Gods mercy ts above all.his works,| 
and above ai) osrs, greater thenthe creation, and greater then our 
finnes ; «3 # bis Majcfty, fo-ts hie seercy, that is, without meafures, 
and without rules, fitting in heaven and filling all the world, cal-|¢ 
ling for.a duty thathe may give a blefling, making man that hee 
may fave him, punifhing him that he may preferve him: and Gods 
jaftice bowed down to his mercy; and all his power pafied into 
mercy, and his ommifcience converted into care and watchfulne(e, 
into prevideace, and obfervation for mans avail, and Heaven gave 
its influence for man, and rained fhowers for our food and drink, 
and the Attributes and Acts of God fat at the foot of mercy, and af 
that mercy defcended upon the beadof wan: For fo the light of the 
world in the morning of the Creation was fpread abroad like a cur. 
tain, and dwelt no where, . but filled the. expan/am with a diflemi- D 
nation great as the unfoldings of the airs loofer garment, or the 
| wilder fringes of the fire, without knots, or order, or combinati- 
on; but God gathered the beams in his hand, ‘and united them in- 
to a globe of fire, and all the light of the world became the body 
of the Sun, and he lent fome to his weaker fifter that walks in the 
night, and guides a traveller and teaches him to diftinguifh a houfe 
from a river, ora rock froma plain field; fo isthe mercy of God 5 
a vaft expanfem and a huge Ocean, from eternall ages it dwelt 
round about the throne of God, and it filled all that infinite di- 
_|ftanee and fpace, that hath no meafures but the will of God ; un-| E 
‘till God defiring to communicate that excellency and make it re- 
lative, created Angels, that he might have perfons capable of huge 
gifts, aed man, who he knew would need forgivenefie ; for fo the 
Angels our elder Brothers dwelt for ever in the houfe of their Fa- 


ther, and never brake his commandements; but we the younger 
ike 
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A lke prodigals, farfook our fathers haufe, and went into a ftrange SeRMON 
-countrey, and followed {tranger courfes, and fpent the pprtionof, XXYV, 
our Bature, and forfeited all our title to the family, aad cameto | 
need another portion: for ever fiacethe fall of Adam, whalikean| — 
unfortunate man {pent all that a wretched man could need, ora 
‘happy mun could have, owr life & repentance, and farciueneffe is 
| gli our portion ; and though Angels were objects of Gods beynsy; 
yet man onely is ( in proper {peaking ) the objects of his msercy. 
And the mercy which dwelt jn an infinise circle, became confirm’d 
ta 4 little ring, and dwelt here below, and hese fhall dwell be- 
law, till ie hath carried all Gods portion up to heaven, where 
13 fhall reigne and glory upoa our crqwned heads for ever and 


ever. 

But for him that confiders Gods mercies, and dwelsa while in 
that depth, it is hard not totalk wildly and without art, and or- 
der of difcourfings: Saint Peter talked be knew not what, when 
he entred into a cloud with Jefus upon mount Tabor, though ic 
pafled aver him like the little curtains that ride upon the North- 
winde, and pafle between the Sun and us: And when we converfe 
with alighe greater then the Sua, and tate a {weetnefle mare de- 
licious then the dew of heaven, gad in our thoughts entertain 
the ravifhments and harmony of shat atonement which recongiles 
Godto man, and manto felicity, it willbe more eafily pardaned, 
if we fhould be like perfons that admire much, and fay bnrlitrle: 
and indeed we can beft confefle the glori¢s af the Lord by dazeled 
eyes and a ftammering tangue, and aheart overcharged with the 
iniracles of this infiaity; Far fa thofe little drops that rex ever, 
though they be nat much in themfelyes, yee they tell thatthe vef- 
fell was full, and: could exprefle the greatnefle of the fhower no 
| etherwife, bue by fpilling. and inastificiall expreflions and run- 
ningsaver. Ruthecaufe | have undertaken ta tell the draps of the 
Ocean, and tp fpan the meéafures of etannity, 1 maft do ic by the 
preat lings of reyclation, and sxperignae, and sell concesning Gods 
mercy a9 we dn cancerning God himfelf, shat ho is. shar great: 
fountain of which we all drink, sed ehe great rogic af which we. 
ail eat, and en which we all dwell, aod under whofe Sadow we: 
all-are refrefhed. Gods mercy is all this,, and we ean onely draw 
great lines of it, and reckon the conftellations af oa» hemifphese: 
inftead of telling the number of the ftans we.onely can reckon what: 
we feel, and what we live by; And though there be inevery. ane of 
thefe lines of life enough ta engage us for ever ta.do God farvice, | . 
andto give him praifes, yet itiscortain there are very many mer: 
cies of God upes w, and towel ws, and’ comerning we, which we 
neither feel, mor fee, nor underftand as yee; put yeu we areblef: 
{ed by them, aad are prcferved and fecused; and we fhall chen. 


know them, when we come to give God thanis in the foltivities 
d 2 | of 
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‘on, and thetenacious hand, the fair appetites, and proportioned 


_|that we were faffered to live at all, or that the Anger of God did 


and felicities, We looked for 4 Judge, and behold sSeviour; we 
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of an etetnall fabbath, But that may confine my difcourfe into or- 
der, fince the fubjec of it cannot, I confider 5 | 

1. That mercy being anémanation of the Divine goodnefle 
upon us fuppofes us, and found us miferable; In thisaccount 
concerning the mercies of God, I muft not recken the miracles and 
graces of the creation, or any thing of the nature of man; nor tell 
how great an endearment God pafled upon us that he made us men, 
capable of felicity, apted with rare inftruments of difcourfe, and 
reafon, paflions, and defires, notices of fenfe, and refle&ions upon 
that fente, that we have not the deformity of a Crocodile, nor the 
moticn ef 2 Worm, nor the hunger ofa Wolf, nor the wildenefle 
of a Tigre, nor the birth of Vipers, nor the life of flies, northedeath 
of ferpents. | : , 

Our excellent bodies, and ufefull faculties, the upright moti- 


fatisfactions, our {peech and our perceptions, our acts of life, the 
rare invention of letters, andthe ufe of writing, and {peaking at 
diftance, the intervals of reft andlabour, (either of which ifthey 
were perpetual would be intolerable ) the needs of nature, and the 

rovifions of providence, fleep, and bufinefle, refrefhments of the 
body, and entertainment ofthe foul; thefe areto be reckoned as 
ads of wagers 3 rather then mercy ; God gave us thefe when he 
madeus, and before we needed mercy ; thefe were portions of 
ournature, or providedto fupply our confequent necefhties ; but 
when we forfeited all Gods favour by our fins, then that they were 
continued, or reftored tous, became a mercy, and therefore ought 
to be reckoned upon this new account; forit was arare mercy 


permit to us one blefling; that hedid punifhusfogently: But 
when the rack is changed :into an ax, and the ax into an smprifon- 
ment, and the imprifonment changed intoan eslargement, and the 
| enlargement into an entertainment inthe family, and this eatertain- 
ment pafles on to an adoption, thefe are {teps of a mighty favour, 
| and’ perfec redemption from our fin: and the returning back our 
own goods is « géft, and a perfec donative, fweetned by the ap- 
‘prehenfions of the calamity, from whence every leffer punifhment | 
began to freeus; and thus it was, that God punifhed us and vifi- 
|ted the fin of Adam upon his pofterity. He threatned we fhould 
die, -and fo we.did, but not fo as wedeferved; we waited for 
death and ftood fentenced, and are daily fummoned by fickneffes 
and uneafinefle ; and every day is anew reprieve, and brings anew | E 
favour, certain as the revolution of the Sun upon that day, and at 
laft when we mult die by the irreverfible decree, shat death is 
changed into « fiep, and that flecp is in the befom of Chrif, and 
there dwels allpecce and feexrity, and it fhall paffe forth into glories 
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A feared an ac:ufer, and behold.ag, Advocate; we fate downin forrow, S$ sok 


| and rife in jay ; we leaned upon Rhubarb and Aloes, and our aprons | XXV, 


were made of the fharp leaves of Indian fig-trees, andfo we fed, | 
and fo were clothed: But the Rhubarb proved medicina], and the 


| rough leaf of the tree brought its fruit wrapped upin its foldings;| . 


and round about our dwellings was planted ahedge of thornes; 
and bundles of thiftles, the Acomite, andthe Briony, the Night-fhade, | 
and she Poppy, and at che root of thefe grew the healing Plantain, | 
which rifing upinto a talneffe, by the friendly invitation of a hea- 
venly influence, turnd about the tree of the croffz, and cured the 
-| wounds of thetharns, and the curfe of the thiftles, and the male- 
diction of man, and the wrath of God. Sé fic ira/citur, qusmodo con, 
vivater ? If God be thus kinde when heis Angry, whatis he when 
he feafts us with carelles of bis more tender Kindenefle? All that 
God reftored to us after the forfeiture of Adam grew to be adou- 
ble Kindnefle; for it became the expreflion of a bounty which 
knew not bow to repent, a gracioufnefle that was not to be altered, 
though we were, and that was it which wenegded, Thar’sthe 


— 


firft generall: all che bossties of the creation became merc‘es to us, | 


| when God continued them to us and reftored them after they were 


forfeije. a , 
2, But asa circle begins every where, and ends no where, |. 


what he defired, and what he could rejayee in, fomething upon 
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us by mending of our nature: For the ignorance we fell intois| A 
inftructed and better learned in fpirituall notices then Adams 
‘morning knowledge in Paradife, ‘our appetites are made fubor- 
dinate to the {pirit, and: the liberty of cur wills isimproved, ha- 
ving the liberty of the fons of God; and Chrift hath doneus more 
grace and advantage then we loftin Adams and as man loft Para- 
dife and got He ven, fo he loft the ixtcgrity of the firft, and got 
the perfection of the /econd Adim:: ‘his liveng foalis changed into 
aquickying fprit; our difcerning faculties are filled with the fpirit 
of faith; and our pafftons and defires are entertained with .hope, 
‘and our: election is fanctified with charity 5 and his firft life of a 
temporall poflefon is paffed into-a better, alife of fpirituall ex- | 
pectations; and though our firft‘parent was forbidden it, yet we 
Tive of the fruits of th: tree of i:fe. But I inftance intwo great 
things in: which humane nature is greatly advanced, and pafled 
‘on to greater perfectionss The firftis, that befidesbody and foul, 
«which was the fumme totall of Adams conftitution, Ged hath fu- 
peradded to us a third principle, the begirner of a berter life; I 
‘mean, the Spits fo that now,’ man hatha fpiritual and celeftial 
‘nature breathed into him, and the old man, thatis, the old confti- 
tution is the leaft pare, and in its proper operations is dead, or dy~ 
‘ing, but the new man tsthat whict gives denomination, life. -mo-~ 
‘tion, and proper a@ions toa Chfiltian, and that is renewed in ws 
| day by day, But fecontity, Hunde nature is fo highly ‘exalted, 
‘and mended bY} that mefcy: which’ God fent‘immediately upon 
‘the fall of Adami, ‘the’ promtife of Chrift,: that when he did come, 
| and a@uate the purpofes of this miffton, and afcended up into hea- 
ven he carried humane nature aboue the feats of Angets;to the place 
whither Lucifer the fan of the morning alpird to afcend, but in his 
{ ateempt fellinto hell. | For ( fo faid‘the Prophet’ the /on of the mer- 
ning faid,'t will afcend into heaven, and fit in the fides of the North, 
J thatis, «thethrone of Jefus feated im the Eaft, called the fides, or 
‘obliquity ofthe North: and asthe feating of his humane nature 
in po gay snap to‘Hich all adoration, and the Sajefty 
of God, and the greateft of His exaltation? So it was fo great an 
advancement tous, that all the Angels of heaven take sotice of it, 
‘and feel a change inthe appendage’ of their cohdition: not that 
‘they are-teflened, but that we,° who in natureare lefle then An- 
| gels, have 4 relative dignity greater, and an equal! bonoar of keing 
fellow-lervdnts. This wyftery is plain inScripture, and the reall 
‘effet of i¢ we read in both the Teftaments;. When Manoah the 
father af Samfon faw an Angel, he worfhipped him; and inthe 
‘Told Teftament it was efteemed lawfull’; for they were -the lieute- 
{nants of God; fent with, the imprefles of his Majefty, and took in 
his Name the homage from us, ‘who then were fo much their infe- 
‘[rigurs. ‘ ‘But when che man Chriff Jefus wasexalted, and made the 
oe | See Lord 
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A, Lord ofall the Angels, then they became our fellow fervants, and SeRMoN 
~* | might not receive worfhip from any of the fervants of Jefus, efpes. XXV, 
| cially from Prophets and Martyrs and thofe that are minifters of the | 
| teftiesony of }-fus, And therefore when an Angel appeared to Saint | 
John, and he according to the Cuftom of the Jews fell down and | 
worthipped him, as not yet knowing or not confidering any thing | 
to thecontrary, the Angel reproved him, faying, fee thom do it mot,; — 
Lam thy fellow fervant,and of thy brethres the prophets,and of them which John Reval 
‘| Reep the fayings of this book: worfhip God ; or,as Saint Cyprias readsit, 22.9, 
werfbip Jefus, Gol and maz are now onely capable of worfhip: but 4 no patien- 
p_ | no Angel; God effentially ; -Man io the perfon of Chrift, and inthe - 
~ | exaltation of our great Redeemer; but Angels not fo high, and 
therefore not capable of any religious worfhip: and this dignity of — 
man Saint Gregory explicatesfully. Quide/t quod ante Redemptoris Wemil.8 in B- 
adventum adorantur ab homintbus (Angels | Otacent, pofinidum vero "tt 
adorari refuginnt « why did the Angels of old receive vvorthipvings 
| and wvere filent, but in che nevv teftament decline it and fear toac- | 
| ceptit? Nifqaod naturam noflram quam prius defbexeran:, poftquam 
hance (uper fe affumsptawe afpisinnt,poftr atams (ibi uideri pertirefcunt, nec 
jam fab fe velut infirmam coatemnerc salifunt, quam fuper fe vie. in| 
C | célé Rege venerantur: the reafon is, becaufe they feeing our nature| 
vvhich they did fo lightly value raifed up above them ,they fear to 
fee humbled under them, neither do they any more de(pife the 
vveaknefle yvhich themfelves vvorfhipin the King of heayen. The 
fame alfois the fenfe of the Glofle of Saint —mbrofe, Ansbertus, 
Haymo, Rupertus, and othersof old; and Ribera, Salmeron, and 
Lewis of Granada of late; which being fo plainly confonant to the 
‘words of the Angel, and configned by the teftimony of fuch men, | __ 
I the rather note, thatthofe who worfhip Angels and make religi- 
| ous addreffes to them, may fee what priviledge themfelves lofe, 
and how they part with the honour of Chrift, who in his nature re- 
lative to us, is exalted far above all thrones atid principalities and 
dominions, I need not adde luftreto this; tis like the Sunthe 
biggeft body of light, and nothing caa defcribe it fo well asits own 
| beams: and there is rot in nature or the advantages of honour any | 
thing greater then that we have the iffues of that mercy which makes 
tis fellow-fervants with Angels, too much honoured to pay them a 
- | religious worthip, whofe Lord is a man, and he that is the/r King is 
onr Brother, _ a Peo ae | te ek 
4. To this for the likenefie of the matter I adde, that the divine 
|. {mercy hath fo profecuted us with the enlargement of his favours, 
{ -' | that we are not onely fellow-minifters and-fervants withthe An- 
gels, and in our nature in the perfon of Chrift exalted above them, 
but we alfo thall be their Judges; and ifthis be'not an honour a- 
bove that of Jofeph or Mordecai, an honour beyond all the mea- 
{ures of a man, then there is in honour no degrees, no priority or 
cee DNR nests es * diftances, | 
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S ERMON | diftatices, or characters of fame and noblenefle. Chriftisthe great| A 
XXV, | Judge of all the world, his humane nature ffrall chen triumph o- 
: ' | ver evill men and evil {pirits, then’ thall thé Devils, thofe Angels | 
| chat fell from their firft originals be broughe in their chains from 
their dark prifons and once be allowed to fee the light, that light 
| chat fhall confound them 5 whvle allthat follow the lamb, and that are 
"| accounted worthy of that réfurrcction thall be affeffors in the Judge- 
ment. Know ye not, (faithS. Paul )tha: yefhall judge Angels? And 
Tertulliati {peaking concerning Devils and accurfed {pirits [ de culty 
jeminsinim | faith, Hi funt Angeli quas judicaturt (umws,Hi (unt Asgeli 
quibus inlavacrorenunciavinws. Thole Angels which we reroun- 
ced in baptifme,thofe we thal! judge in the day of the Lords Glory, 
| in the great day ofrecompences: And thatthe honour may be yet 
' | greater,the fame day of fentence that condemns the evil Angels thall |. 
alfo sewaid the good, aiid increafe theirg!ory: which becaufe they | 
derive from their Lord and ours, from their King and our elder 
Brother, the King of glories, whole plorious hands fhall put the 
crown uponall our heads, we who fhall be fervants of that judge- 
ment and {ome way or other affift in it, havea part of that ho- 
flour, tobe Judges fall Angels, and of all the world The effed of 
thefe things ought to be this, chat we donot by bafe adtions dif- 
honour that nature that fits upon thé throne of God, that reignso- 
ver Angels,that thall fit ia judgement upon af] the world. tis a great 
undecency that the fon of a King fhould bear water upon his head, 
and dreffe vineyards among the flavess; or to fee a wife man and 
the guide of his country drink-drunk among the meaneft of his fer- 
vantss but when members of Chrift fhall be made members ofan 
harlot, and that which rides above a rain-bow ftoops to an impe- 
rious whorifh woman, when the foul that is fifter to the Lord of An- 
gels, fhall degenerate into thé foolifhneffe or rage of a beaft, 
being drowned with the blood of the grape, 6rmade mad with D 
paffion, or ridiculous with weaker follies, we fhall but {trip our | 
felves of that robe of honour with which Chrift hath invefted, and 
adored our nature , and carry that portion of humanity 
which is our own, and which God hath honoured in fomeca- 
pacities above Angels, into a portion of an eternal! fhame, and:-be- |. 
come leffe in all fenfes, and equally difgraced with Devils. The 
fhariec and fting of this change fhall be, chat we turned theglo- |’ 
ries of the Divine mercy into the bafeneffe of ingratitude, and 
the amazement of fuffering the Divine vengeance. But I paffe 
on, : i ee | | 
_§. The next order of Divine mercies that I fhall remark is| 
| alfo an improvement of our nature or an appendage to it!for where- 
as our conftitution is weak, our fouls apt to diminution and impe- 
dite faculties, our bodies to mutilation and imperfection, ‘to blind- 
neffe and crookednefle, to {tammering and forrows, to baldnefle 
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A. anddeformity to evil conditions and accidentsof body, ahd to paf- | S ERMON 
| fions and fadnefle of fpirit, God hath in his infinite mercy provi-; <XXV. 
ded for every condition rare fuppletories of comfort and ufeful- 
ne(le to make recompence, and fometimes with an overrunning 
proportion for thofe natural! defe@&s which were apt to make our 
perions otherwife contemptible and our conditions intolerable 3 
God gives to blinde men better memories, For upon this ac- 
count it is, that Rufinus makes mention of Didymus of Alexan- 
dria, who being blinde, was blefled with arare attention and fin- 
gular memory, and by prayer, and hearing, and meditating, and 

p | difcourfing, came to be one of the moft excellent Divines of th 
wholeage. And it'was more remarkable in Nicafius Machlinien- 
fis, who being blockith at his book, in hisfirftchildhood fell into 
atcidental blindnefle, and from thence continually grew to fo quick 
an apprehenfion and fo tenaciousa memory, that he became the 
wonder of his contemporaries , and was chofen Rector of the 
College at Mechlin, and wasmade licentiate of Theology at Lo- 
vaine, and Dottor of both the laws, atColein, living and dying in 
great reputation for his rare parts and excellentlearning, At the 
fame rate alfo God deals with men in other ‘inftances; want 

_.| of children he recompences with freedom from care, and whatfo- 

C/ ever evil happens to the body is therefore moft commonly fingle 

and unaccompanied, becaufe God accepts that evil asthe punith- 
ment of thefinofthe man, or the inftrument of his vertue, or his 
fecurity, andis reckoned asa fufficient cure, or a fufficient Antidote.| 

God hath laid a fevere law upon all women that in, forrow they | 

foall bring forth children, yet God hath fo attempered that forrow, 

that they think themfelves more accurfed if they want that forrow, | 
and they have reafon to rejoyce in that ftate, the trouble of which |: 
is alleviated by a promife, that they fhall be favedin bearing children. \ 

He that wants one eye hath the torce and vigoroufnellé of both |: 

D | united in that which is left him ; and when ever any man is afflicted | 

with forrow, his reafon and his religion, himfelfand all his friends, |: 
perfons that are civil, and perfons that are obliged, tun in to comfort 
him, and be may, if he will obferve wifely, finde fo many circum- | 

{tances ofeafe and remiflion, fo many defignes of providence and |. 

{tudied favours, fuch contrivances of collateral advantage and cer- | | 

tain referves of fubftantial and proper comfort, that in the whole 

fam of affaires, ic often happens that 2 fingle croffé is a double bleffing, |. 
and that even in a temporal fenfe it is better to 20 to the bowfe of mourn- |. 

E| ing, then of joyes and teltival egreffions, Is not the affli@ion of po- | 

verty better then the profperity of: a great and tempting fortune ? 
does not wifdom dwell in a meaneftate and'a low fpirtt retired 
thoughts and under a fad roof ? and isit not generally true, that | 
ficknefle it felfis appayed with religion and holy a with pi- | 
ous refolutions and penitential prayers, with returns to God and 

S - to a 
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| great part of mankinde are freed, and: there are myriads of pco- 


init; and fo the Anger of God is ended in loving Kindneffe, and 


oe eete, 
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that every fad cqntingency in nature is doubly recompenced with 
the advantages of religion, befides thofe intervening refrefhments 
which fupport the {pirie, and refreth us infruments. I fhall seed to. 
inftance but once more in this particular. | } 

_ God hath fent no greater evil into the world, than that # the 
fwest of exr brows we fbill cat eur bread, and ia the difficulty and 


agony, in the farrqws and contention of our foules we fhall werk 


out our falyation, But fee how in the firft ef thefe Ged bath 
out-done his own anger and defeated the purposes of bis wreath by 
the inundation of his #ercy 5 for this labour and fweatof our brows 
is fo farre from being a curfe, that without it our yery bread would 
not be fo great a blelfing. Ie isnoe labour that makes the Garlick 
and the pulfe, the Sycamore and the Crefles, the cheefe of the Gaats 


and the butter of the flieep to be favoury and pleafant, asthe flefh| 


of the Roe-buck or the milk ofthe Kine, the mesrawof Oxen or 


thethighsofbirds? Lf it were not fos labour, men neither could. 


eat fo. much, vor relith fapleafantly, nas Leep, fofeundly nar be 
fohealthful, nor foufeful, fo trang ser fe paziem, fo noble, or 
fountempted, and as God hath made us behalding to labour for 
the purchafe of many good things, forhe shing tt {elf ews tolabanr, 
many degrees of its worth and value:and therefore E. seed not rec- 
kon that befides thefe advantages, the mercies of Gad have found 
out proper and natural remedies for labour; Nightsta cure the 


{weat of the day, fleep to cafeour watchfulnefie, reft to alleviate 


our burdens, and dayes of religion to procure our reft : and things 
are fo ordesed, that labour is y se aduty, and an act of many 
vertues, and is not fo apt toturn into a fin as is #s contrary, and 
is therefore neceflary, not anely becaufe we need it, for making 
‘change! ofour life, but even to eafe the labour of our reft ; there 

ingno greater tedioufnedlle of {pirit in the world then want of im- 
ployment, andan unadlive life: and the lafieman is sot onely un- 


profitable, but alfo accurfed, and he groans under the load of his |. 


time, which yet pafles over thé active man light, s¢adreamcor 
the feathers of a bird, while the difimployed, isa difeale, and 
like a long fleeplefle night to.himfelf, aad a load.unte his country : 
And therefore although in this particular Ged hath been fo merci- 
fullin this. inflidion, thatfrom the fharpnefle of the curfe a very 


ple, good and bad, whodonet eas their bread tw. the (west of ther 
rows, yet. this is but an overrunning and anexcefleof the divine 
mercy 3 God did more for us thera we did abfolutely need ; for he 
hath difpofed of the circumftances of this curfe, that mans af: 
fetions are fo reconciled to it, that they defire zt, amd are dalighted 


the 


S zRMON |tofober counels? andifthis be true, that God fends forrowto| A 
XXV, jcurefin, and affli@ion be the hand-maid ta grace, it is alfacertain 
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_. the drop of water is loft in the full chalice of the wine, and the curfe |S ERMoN 
| 6 gone out into a multiplied bleffing. | a XXV, 

But then for the other part of the fevere law and laborious impo- 
fition, that we muft work out our {pirituall intereft with the labours 
of our fpirit, feems to moft men to be fo intolerable, that rather 
then pafle under it they quit their hopes of heaven, and pafle into the 
portion of Devils, and what canthere be to alleviate this forrow, 
that a man fhall be perpetually follicited with an impure tempter, 
and fhall carry a flame within him, and all the world is on fire,round 
about him, and every thing brings fuel to the flame, and full tables 
area {nare, and empty tables are collaterall fervants toa luft, and 
help to blow the fireand kindle the heap of prepared temptations, 
and yet aman muft not at all tafte of the forbidden fruit, and hee 
muft not defire what he cannot chufe but defire, and he muft not 
enjoy whatfoever he does violently covet, and muft never fatisfie 
his appetire in the moft violent importunities , but muft therefore 
deny himfelf becaufe to do fois extremely troublefome; this feems 
to be an art of torture, anda devifeto punifh man with the {pirit of 
agony, and a reftlefle vexation. ‘ But this alfo hath in it a great in- 
gredient of mercy, or rather is nothing elfe but a heap of mercy in 
itsintire conftitution: For if it were not for this we had nothing of 
our own to prefent to God, nothing proportionable to the great re- 
wards of heaven, but either all men of no man muftgo thither ; for 
nothing can diftinguifh man from man in order to beatitude but 
choice and election, and nothing can enoble the choice but love, and 
nothing can exercife Jove but «#fficulty, and nothing can make that 
difficulty but the contradiction of onr appetite, and the crofling of our 
naturall affections; and therefore when ever any of you is tempted 
violently, or grow weary in your {pirits with refifting che petulancy 
of temptation; you may be cured if you will pleafe but to remem- 
ber and rejoyce, tharnow you have fomething of your own to give 
to God; fomething that he will be pleafed to accept, fomething that 
he hath given thee that thou mayeft give it him: for our money and 
our time, our dayes of feafting, and our dayes of forrow, our dif- 
courfe and our acts of praife, our prayers and our fongs, our vows 
and our offerings our worfhippings and proftrations, and whatfo- 
ever elfe canbe accounted inthe fumme of our religion, are onely 
accepted according as they bear along with them portions of our wil, 
and choice of love, and appendant difficulty. | 


Latins eff quoties magno tibi cceiffat honeftum. See 


So that whocver can complain that he ferves God with pains 
and mortifications, he is troubled becaufe there isa diftinGion of 


things fuch as we call vertue and vice, reward and punithment; 
an 
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3 ERMON| andif he will not fuffer God to diftingurfh the firft, he will certainly | A 


4 


confound the latter; and his portion fhall be blackneffe without va- 
rietie, and punifhment thall be his reward. . 2-4 

6 Asan appendage to this inftance of divine mercy, we are to ac- 
count that not onely in nature; but in contingency and emergent | | 
events of providence, God makes compenfation tous, for all the 
evils of chance, and hoftiltties of accident, and brings geod ent of| 
eval, which is that folemn triumph which mercy makes over juttice, 
when it ridesupona cloudand crowns its darknefle with a robe of 
glorious light. God indeed fuffered Jofeph to be fold a bond-flave 
into Egypt, but then it wasthat GOD intended tocrown and re- 
ward his chaftity ; for by that means he brought him toa fair con- 
dition of dwelling, and there gave him a noble trial ; he had a brave 
contention and he was a conquerour : Then God fent him to prifon, 
but till chat was mercy, it was to make way to brmg him to Pha- 
raohs court 3 and God brought famine upon Canaan, and troub- 
led all the fouls of Jacobs family, and there wasa plot laid for ano- 
ther mercy ; this wasto bring them to feeand partake of Jofephs 
glory: and then GOD broughta grear evil upon their pofterity 
and they groaned under tafk-mafters, but this God changed isto 
the miracles of his mercy, and fuffered them to-bee afflicted that hee 
might doten miracles for their fakes, and proclaim to all the world 
how dear they were to God. And was not the greateft good to 
mankinde brought forth from the greateft treafon that ever was 
committed 5 the redemption of the wofld from the fa& of Judas, 
God loving to defeat the malice of man, and the arts of the Devil,by 
rare emergencies and ftratagems of mercy? Itisa fad calamity to 
fee akingdom fpoiled, and a Church afflicted, the Priefts flain with 
the {fword, and the blood of Nobles mingled with cheaper fand, re- 
ligion made a caufe of trouble, and the beft men moft cruelly per- 
fecuted, Government confounded, and Laws afhamed, Judges de- 
creeing caufes in fear-and covetoufneffe, and the minifters of holy 
things, fetting themfelves againft all chat is facred,and fe etting fire up- 
on the fields, and turning in little foxes on purpofe to deftroy the 
vineyards ; and what fhall make recompence for this heap of for- 
rows, whenever God fhall fend fuch fwords of fire? even the mer- 
ces of God, Which then willbe made publike, when we thall hear 
fuch afflicted people fing In convertezdo captivitatem Sion with the 
voyce of joy and feftival Eucharift, among fich as keep holy day sand 
when peace fhall become fweeter and dwell the longer; and in 
the mean timeit ferves religion, and the affliction thall try the chil- 
dren of God, and GOD fhall crownthem, and men fhall prw wi- 
fer, and more holy ,. and leave their petty interefts, and take 
fanQuary im holy living, and be taught temperance by their want, 
and patience by their fuffering, and charity by their perfecutios, 
and fhall better underftand the duty of their relations, and at laft 
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A’ the fecret worm that lay at the root of the plant, fhall be drawn |S znmon 
forth and quite extinguithed. For fo have I knownaluxuriant} XXV, 
Vine {well into irregular twigs, and bold excrefencies, .and {pend 

{it felf in leaves and litle rings, and afford but trifling cluftersto 
the wine-preffe, and a faint returnto his heart which longed to be 
refrefhed witha full vintage: But whenthe Lord of the vine had 
caufed the dreflersto cut the wilder plant and made itblecd, ir 
grew intemperate inits vain expen(e of ufeleffe leaves, and knatted 
into fair and juicy bunches and made accounts of that loffe of blood 
by the return of fruit: Soisan afflicted Province, cured of its fur- 
fets, and punithed for its fis, and bleeds for its long riot, and is left | 

| ungoverned for its difobedience, and ‘chaftifed for its wantonneffe, 
and when the fword hath let forth the corrupted blood, and the 
fire hath purged the reft, then it enters into the double joyes of |' 
re(titution, and gives God thanks for his rod, and confefles the 
mercies of the Lord in making the {moke to be changed into fire, 
and the cloud intoa perfume, the {word into a ftaffe, and his anger 
into mercy. ‘ eee ; 

Had not David faffered more if he had fuffered leffe, and had| 

| henot beer miferable unlefie he had been afflicted >. he underftood| — 

C [it well when he faid. I¢ # goed for see that Ihave been afflicted. 

He that was rivall to (74//#s , when he ftood candidate to command 

the Legions in the Parthians warre was much troubled that he mif- 

fed the dignity, but he faw himfelf blefled that he fcaped the 
death, andthe difhonour of the overthrow, by that time the fad 
news arrived at Rome, The Gentleman at 444 fezlles curfed his 
ftarres that he was ablent when the thip fet fail to fea, having long 
waited fora winde, and milled it ; but he gave thanks to the pro- 
vidence that bleft him with the crofle, when he knew that the fhip 
perifhed in the voyage, and all themen were drowned: And 

even thofe virgins and barren women in Jerufalem, that longed'| | 
to become glad mothers, and for wantof children would not be 
comforted, yet when Titus facked the City, found the words of |} 
| Jefustrue, Bleffed athe womb that never bare, and the paps that | 
mever gave fuck, And the world being governed with a rare va- 

| riety, and changes of accidents,. and providence; that which is a 

misfortune in the particular, in the whole order of things becomes. 

a blefling bigger then we hoped for, then when we wereangry | 

| with God for hindring us, to perith in pleafant wayes, or when 

he was contriving to pour upon thy bead a mighty blefling. Do 
not think the Judge condemns you when he chides you, tor think 
to read thy own finall fentence by the firft half of his words 3 | 
| Stand fill and fee how it will be in the whole event of things; let. 

God fpeak his minde out; for it may be, this fad beginning is but 

an art to bring in, or to make thee to efteem, and entertain, and 

underftand the bleffing, 7 
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‘| anrightcons Judges, and be is with usin tribulation: And uponthis 


_| be in the endearment of his loving Kindnelle > If his vail be fo tranf- 
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his good things, cannot but have obferved thac God delights to be 


perfons: He is the Father of th: fatherieffe, and an avexger of the wid- 
domes caufe, he fiandeth at the right bend of the posr to fave bis foul froms 


ground, let us account whether mercy be not. the greater ingredient 
in that death and deprivation, when | lofe a man and get God to be 
my Father; and when my weak arm of fefh is cut from my fhoul- 
der, and God makes me to lean upon him, and becomes my Patron 
and my Guide, my Advocate and Defender: and if in our greateft 
mifery Gode mercy is focon{picuous, what can we {uppofe him to 


parent, well may we know that upon his face dwels glory, and from 
his eyes light, and perpetwal comforts runin channels, larger then 


| tural courfe, .by the violence of atempeft from the North, The 
fumme is this, God intends every accident fhould minifter to vertue, 
and every vertue isthe mother and the purfe of joy, and both of 
them daughters of che Divine goodoelle, and therefore, if our {or- 
rows do not pafieiato comfarts, it isbefides Gods intention; itis 


fave us by all means, and all varieties, by healzh and by fickneffe, by 
the life and by the death of our deareft frieads, by what we choofe, 
and by what we fear ; tat as Gods providence rules over all chances 
of things, and all defignes of men, fo his mercy may rule over all 
hisprovidence. tt | | o 


They that love to talk of the mercies of the Lord, and to recount| A 
called by fuch Appellatives which relate to. miferable and afflicted | - 


the returns of the Sea, when it is driven and forced falter intoitsna-|- 


becaufe we will not comply with the act of that mercy which would | ~ 


Y) S888: pasessasas 
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_ Of nature and contingencies, he reprefents himfelf to 
be our Father, whichis the great eadearment, and tye, 
and. expre{fios , of a natarall, wnealterable, and effentiall kindne(fe, 
he next makes provifions for us to fupply all thofe neceffities which) 
himfelf hath made, For even to mske nece{fisies, wasa great cir- 
cumftance of the mercy, and al! the relifhesof wine, and the fa- 
yourinefie of meat, the {weet and the fat, the pleafure and the fatif- 
faction, the reftitution of (pirits, and the ftrengthening of the heare, 
are not owing to the liver of the vine, or the édmeys' of wheat, to 
the blood of the grape, or the ftrength of the eorne, but tothe 
b appetite, or the necefhty; and therefore itis, that hethat fits ata 
full table, and does not recreate his ftomack with fafting, and Jet 
his digeftion reft, and place himfelf in the advantages of natures 
intervals, be lofes the bleffing of his daily: bread, and leans upon | 
his table as‘a fick man upon his bed, or the lion in the grafle, 
which he cannat feed on 3 but he that wantsit, and fits dowa 
when nature gives the figne, rejoyces inthe health ofhis hunger, | 
end the tafte of his meat, andthe ftrengthening of his fpirie, and 
gives God thanks while his bones and his flefh rejoyce in the pro- 
E | vifionsaf nature, and the blefling of God. Are not the imperfe- 
Gions of infancy, and the decayes of oldage, the evils of our na- | 
ture, becaufe refpectively they want defire, and they want guft 
and relifh, and refleGionsupon their aGs of fenfe? and wher de- 
fre fattes, prefently the moarners go about the fireets, ‘ But then, 
that thofe defires are. fo provided for by nature and art, by ordi- 
Ee2- --- Mary 


c| 7 G having by thefe means fecured us from the evils 
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SERMON |nary and extraordinary, by forefight and contingency, according A 
XXVI, | to necefficy, and up unto conveniency, untill we arrive at abun- 
dance, “is a chain of mercies | larger then the Bow in the clouds, 

| and richer then the trees of Eden, ‘which were permitted to feed 
our miferable father: IJsnotall the earthour orchard, and our 
granary, our vineyard, and our garden of pleafure ? and the face 
of the Sea is our traffique, and the bowels of the Sea is our vive- 
rium, . place for filh to feedus, and to ferve fome other collate- 
rall appendant needs; and all the face of heaven is a repofitory 
for influences and breath, fruitfull fhowers and fair refrefhments;s 
and when God made provifions for his other creatures, he gave it 
of onc kinde, and with variety no greater, then the changes of day 

| and night,.one devouring the other, or fitting down with his draught |- 
of. blood, or walking upon his portion of grafle: But man hath 
all the food of beafts, and all the bea(ts themfelves that are fit for | 
food; and the food of tugels, andthe dew of heaven, and the fat- 
neffeof the earth 5 and every. part ofhis body hatha provifion made 
for it, and the fmoothnelle of the olive, and the juice of the vine 
refrefh the heart and make the face cheerfull, and ferve the ends | _ 
of joy, and thefeftivity of man, and are not onely to cure hun- 
ger or to allay thirft, but to appeafe a paflion, and allay a forrow. 

It is an infinite variety of meat with which God furnifhes out the 
table of mankinde; andin the covering our fin, and cloathing our 
nakednefle, God pafled from fig-leavesto the fkins of beafts, from 
apronstolong: robes, from leather to wooll, and from thence to 
the warmth of furres, and the coolneffe of filks, he hath drefled not 
onely our needs, but hath fitted the feverall portions of che yeer, 
arid made us to go dreffed like our mother ; leaving off the winter 
fables, when the florid {pring appears, and as foon as the Tulip 
fades we put an the robeof Summer, and then fhear our theep for 
Winter; and God ufes us as Jofeph did his brother Besjamin, we 
have many changes of raiment, and our mefle is five times bigger 

| chen the provifion made for our brothers of the Creation, But the 
providence and mercies of God are to be eftimated alfo according 

as thefe provifions are difpenfed toevery fingle perfon. For that 

I may not remark the bounties of God, running over the tables 
of the rich, God hath alfo made provifions for the pooreft perfon : 

fo that ifthey can but rule their defires, they fhall have their tables 
furnifhed ; and this is. fecured and provided for by one promife 
and twodaties, by our Ows/ebour, and ovr Brothers charity: and 
our faith in this affair is confirmed by all ourown, and by all the 
experience ofother men. Are notall the men and the women of 
the world provided for, and fed and clothed till they die? and was 

| icnot alwayes fo from the firft morning of the creatures? and that 
a man is ftarved to death, is a violence anda rare contingency, 
happening almoft as feldom as for aman to have but one eye: 


and 
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eyes, we have reafon to adore the wifdome, and admire the mercies 
of our Almighty.Father. Butthefethingsareevident. Isitnota 
great thing that GOD hath made {uch ftrange provifions for our 
health? fuch infinite differences of Plants, and hath difcovered the 
fecrets of their nature by meer chanee, or by infpiration ? either of 
which is the miracle of providence, fecret to us, but ordered by cer- 
tain and regular decrees of heaven. It was a huge diligence and care 
of the Divine Mercy, that difcovered to man the fecrets of Spagy- 


tions, and the {trange effects of accidental] mixtures, which the art 
of man could not fufpedt, being bound up in the fecret fantuary of 
hidden caufes, and fecret natures, and being laid open by the con- 
courfe of 20 or 30 little accidents, all which were ordered by God, 
as certainly as are the firft principles of nature, or the defcent of fons 
from fathersin the molt noble families. | 


| both for the provifion of our tables, and therelief of our ficknefles, 
fo many miracles of providence, that they give plain demonttration 
what relation wee bear to heaven: andthe poor man need not bee 
troubled that he is to expect his daily portion after the Sunne is up: 


joice, becaufe he fees by an effective probation, that in heaven a decree 
was made, every day to fend him provifions of meat and drink ; and 


to:wrap us in a bofome of care, and nourifhment, and the wifdome 
of God is daily bufied to ferve bis mercy, as his mercy ferves our 
‘| neceffties. Does not God plant remedies there where thedifeafes 
are moft popular, and every Countrey 1s beft provided againtt its 
own evils? Is not the Rhubarb found where the Suone moft cor- 
rupts the liver, and the Scabious by the fhore of the Sea, that God 
might cure as foonas he wounds, and the inhabitants may fee their} 
remedy againft the leprofie, andthe fcurvie, before they feel their 
| ficknefle? And chen to this we may adde, Natures commons and | 
open fields, the fhores of rivers, and the ftrand of the Sea, the po- 
confined air, the wilderneffe that hathno hedge, and that in thefe} 


fends fome miracles and extraordinary blefings fo for the publike| 
good, that he will not endure they fhould be inclofed and made {e- 
verall: Thus he is pleafed to difpenfe the Agsns of Calabria, the 


of old ; which God todefeat the covetou{nefie of man,and to {pread 
his mercy over the faceof the indigent, as the Sun {cecters bissbheams 
over the bofome of the whole earth,did fo order that as.Jong as eves 
ry man was permitted to partake, the bofomeof heaven was aera 


for he hath found to this day he was not deceived, & then he may re-| 


that isa mighty mercy, when the circles of heaven are bowed down| 


every man may hunt, and fowl, and fifh refpectively 5 andthat God; — 


Medicinal! waters of Germsaxy. the’ Mufles at Sluce at this day, and | 
the Egyptian Beans in the Marifhes of Albania, and the falt at Troas | 
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rick medicines, of {tones, of {pirits, and'the refults of 7. or 8. deco- | 


- But that which I thall obferve.in this whole affair is, that there are| 


i 
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but when man gathered.them into fingle handfulls and made them 
impropriatc, God gathered his hand into his bofome, and bound 
the heavens with ribsof brafle, and the earth with decrees of iron, 
and the bleffing reverted tohim that gave it, fince they might not re- 
ceive it, to whom it was fent. And in generall; this is the excellency 
of this mercy, that all our needs arecertainly fupplied, and fecu- 

red by a promi‘e which God cannot break, but he chat cannot break | _ 
the laws of hisown promifes, can break the laws of nature, that he 
may performe his promife,and he will do a miracle rather then for- 
fake theein thy needs: Sothat our fecurity and the relative mercy, 


_+is bound upon us by all the power and the truth of God. - 


8. But becaufe fuchis the bounty cf God, that he hath provi- 
deda better life for the inheritance of man. if GOD is fo merci- 
full in makimg fair provifions for our lefle noble part, in order to the 
tranfition toward our Countrey, we may expectthat the mercies 
of God hath rare arts to fecureto us his defigned bounty, in order 
to our inheritance, to that which ought to be our portion forever, 
And here I confider, thatitis an infinite mercy of the Almighty Fa- 
ther of mercies that he hath appointed to us fuch a religion that leads 
ustoa huge felicity, through pleafant wayes, Forthe felicity that 


|is defigned:to us is fo above our prefent capacities and conceptions, 


that while wee are fo ignorant as not to underftand it, we.are allo fo 
foolith as not to defireit with paflions great enough to performe 
the little conditions of its purchafe,;, GOD therefore knowing how 
reat ani intereft it is, and how apt we wouldbe to neglect it,--hath 
found out fuch conditions of acquiring it, which are eafes and fatis- 
factionto our prefent appetites. God hath bound our falvatiopupon 
us by the endearment of temporal profperities;and becaufe we love 
this world fo well, GOD hathfo ordered it, that even this world 
may feturethe other, Andof this, GOD in old time made open 
profeflion, for when he had fecretly defigned to bring his people 
to a glorious immortality.in another. world, hee told them nothing 


lof that,’ i¢ being a thing bigger then the capacity of their thoughts, 


or of theft ‘Theology , but told. them that which would tempe 
them moft: and endear obedience: Jf you will obey, yee fhall eat 
the good things of the lend: Yee thall pofleflea rich countrey, yee | 
thal! triumph over your enemies, ye fhall have numerous families, 
blefled ‘children, rich granaries, over-running wine-preffes; for 
God knew the cognation of moft of them. was fa dear, . between 
their affections and the good things of this world, that if they did 


{not obey in hope of that they did need, and fancy, and love, and 
fee, anct feel, 1t was notto be expected they fhould quit their affe- 
€tions for a fecret in another world, whither before they come they 
mutt die, and lofe all defire and all capacities of enjoyment. But this 
defigne of GOD which was bare-faced in the dayes of the Law, is 

now 
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A nowin the Gofpel inter-woven fecretly ( but yet plain enough to be| S ER MON 
_ difcovered by aneye of faith and reafon) into every vertue, and| XXVI, 
temporal advantage is a great ingredient in the con{titution of eve- : 

i ry Chriftian grace, for fo the richeft tiffue dazles the beholders eye 
; when the Sun reflects upon the mettall, the filver and the gold wea- 
‘ved into phantaftick imagery , or a wealthy plainneffe, but the 
rich wire and fhining filamerits are wrought upon cheaper filk, the 
{fpoil of worms and flies: fo isthe imbroidery of our vertue 5 the 
glories of the fpirit dwell upon the face and veftment, uponthe 
fringes and the borders; and there we fee the Beril and the Onyx. 

B |the Jafper and theSardyx, order and perfection, love, and peace, 

and joy, mortification of the paffions, andravifhment of the will, 

adherencies to God, and imitation of Chrift, reception and enter- 

tainment of the Holy Ghoft, and longings after heaven humility, 

and chaftity, tempererce, and fobriety; thefe make the frame of 

the garment, the cloaths of the foul that it may not bee found 

naked in the day of the Lords vifitation ; but thorow thefe rich ma- 

terjals a thrid of filk is drawn, fome compliance with worms and 

weaker creatures, fomething that fhall pleafe our bowels, and make 

the lower manto rejoyce: they are wrought upon fecular content. | : 

and material] fatisfa&tions, and now we cannot be happy unlefle we 

be pious, and the religion of a Chriftian is the greate(t fecurity, and 

the moft certain inftrument of making aman yich, and pl-afed, and 

healghfull, and wife, and beloved in the whole world. _1- thal] now re- 

mark onely two or three inftances; for the main body of this truth | L'fe of H. Je- 


‘ | fus. pare 3. 
I have other-where reptefented. | a , Dife. 14. 


1- The whole religion of a Chriftian asit relates to others is no- 
thing but juftice and mercy, certain parehts of peace and benefit: 
and upon this fuppofition what evil cancome-toa juftand a merci- 

‘| = | full, to a neceffary and ufefull perfon? For the firft permiffion of 
evil wasupon the {tock of injuftice: Hee that kills may: be killed, 
and hethat does injury may be mifchteved ; he that invadesanother; ° 
mansright, muft venture the lofle of his6Wwn; and when! put my | 
Brother to his defence, he may chancé drive the evil fo :‘farre from 
himfelf, that it nay reach me; Lawsand Judges, private and pub- 
like Judicatures, wars and tribunalls, axes and wheels were made, 
not for the righteous, but for the unjuft; and all that whole order 
of things and perfons would be ufelefs, if men did doasthey would 
willingly fuffer, - os ee es aed | 

-|° 9, And becaufe there isno evil that can befall a juft man unleffe 
E | it comes by -wjary and violence, our Religion hath alfo made as good 
provifions againft that foo. as the natiire of the thing will fuffer ; for 

by patience we are reconciled to the fufferance;. and by-hope and 

| faith we. fee a certain confequent reward ; ‘and by ‘praymg for the 

- | perfecuting man we are cured of al} the evil of the minde, — 
ce | and 


aoa 
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and when we turn all the pafflion into charity, and God turnsal! the 
fuffering into reward ,there remains nothing that is very formidable. 
So that our religion obliges us to fuch duties which prevent all evils 
that happen juftly to men, ( and in our religion no man can fuffer as 
a malefactor, if he follows the religion truly } and for the evils that 
are unavoidable and come by violence, the graces of this difcipline 
turn chem into vertues and rewards, and make them that in their 
event they are defirable, and in the fuffering they are very tolerable. 
3. But then when we confider that the religion of a Chriftian 
confifts in doing good toall men, that it is made up of mercies and 
friendfhips, of friendly conventions and affemblies of Saints, that 
all are to do good werks for mece(fary ufes, that is, tobe able to be be- 
neficiall co the publike, and not to be burthenfome to any, where it 
can be avoided, whatcan be wifhed to man in relatioNto others, 
and whatcan bee more beneficiall tothemfelves, then that they be 
fuch whom other men will value for their intereft, fuch whom the 
publike docs need, fuch whom Princes and Nobles ought to efteem, 
and all men can make ufe of according to their feverall conditions; 
that they are fo well provided for, that unlefle a perfecution difables 
them, they cannot onely maintain themfelves, but oblige others to 
their charity. | 
Thisis a temporall good which all wife men reckon as part of 
that felicity ‘which recompences all the labours of their day , and 
(weetens the flecp of their night, and places them in that eircle of 
neighbour-hood and amity where men are moft valued and moft fe- 
cure. 4  Tothis we may adde this materiall confideration. That 
all thofe graces which oblige usto do good to others are nothing 
elfe but certain inftruments of doing advantage to our felves, Itisa 
huge nobleneffe of charity to give alms, not onely to our Brother, 
but for him. Itis the Chriftian facrifice, like that of Job, who made 
oblations for his fonnes when they feafted each other, fearing left 
they had finnedagainft GOD; and if I givealmes, and faft and 
pray in behalf of my Prince, or my Patron, my friend, or my | , 


{children, I do a combination of holy ations, which are of all 


things chat I can do, the moft effe&tual interceffion for him, whom 
I fo recommend 5 butthen obferve the art of this, and what a plot 
is laid by the Divme Mercy to fecure blefling to our felves, 
Thae I am a perfon fit to intercede and pray for him muft fup- 
pofe mea gracious perfon, one whom God rather will accept; fo 


. {that before I bee fit to pray and interpofe for him; I muftfirft be- 
{come dear to God, and my charity cando hiarno good, for whofe 


intereft I gave it, but by making me firft acceptable to GOD, that 

fo he may the rather hear me; and whe I faft, itis firft an a& of 

repentance for my felf before it can be an iaftrument of impetration 

forhim. And thusIdomy Brother a fingle benefit, by doing = 
| el 


The Miracles of the Divine Mercy. ‘| 333 


A {elf a double one, and it is alfo fo ordered,that when I pray fora SeRMOoN 

| perfon for whom God will nothear me, yetthenhe willhearme: X XVI, 

i for my felfthough I fay nothing in my own behalf, and our prayers ; 

are like Joriathans arrows, ifthey fall hort, yet they return my 

' friend or my friendthip to me; or if they go home, they fecure him 

| whom they pray for, and I have not onely the comfort of rejoycing 
with him, but the honour and the reward of procuring him a joy 5 

‘| and certain it is that the charitable prayer for another, can never 
want whatitafks, or inftead of it, a greater blefling. The good : 
‘man that {aw his poor brother troubled: becaufe he had nothing | 

p (to prefent for an offering at the Holy communion ¢ when all knew | 
‘themfelves obliged to do kindnefle for Chrifts poor members 

| with which themfelves were incorporated with fo myfterious uni-. 
on ) and gave him money that be might prefent for the good of 
his foul as other Chriftians did , had not onely the reward of 
almes butof religion too ; and that offering was well hufbanded, 

1 for it did benefit totwo fouls; for as. I fin when! make another fin: 
fo if | help him to doa good, I am tharer in the gains of that talent, 
and he fhall not have theleffe, but I thall be rewarded upon his 
ftock. And this was it which David rejoyced in, Perticeps {um oneni- 

C | gue timentinm tes Lama partner, «companion of allthem that fear thee, 
[ thare in their profits, If 1 do butrejoyce at every grace of God 
which I fee in my Brother, I thall.be rewarded for that grace; and 
weneed not envy the excellency of another; It becomes mine as | 
well as his: and if I'do rejoyce, I thall have caufe to rejoyce 3 | 
foexcellent, fofull, fo artificiall is the mercy of God in making 
and feeking and finding all occafions to do us good. 5. The very 
charity and love and mercy that is commanded in our religion: 
isinit felf a great excellency, notonely in order to heaven, but 

= tothe comforts of the earth too, and fuch without which a man is 

D | not capable of a bleffing or a comfort 3. and he that fent charity and 

friend(hips into the warld, intended charity to be as relative as ju- 
fice, and to do its effe& both upon the loving and the beloved per- 
fon. It isa reward and a bleffing to a kinde Father when his children 
do well, and every degree of prudent love which he bears to} 
them is an endearment of his joy ;.and he that loves them not, 
but looks upon thenf as burdens of neceflity , and loads to his 
fortune, lofes thofe many rejoycings, and the pleafures of kind- 
nefle, which they feaft withall who love to divide their fortunes 
| f& |amongft them, becaufe they have already divided our Jarge and 
equal portions of their heart, _1 have inftanced in this relation ; but 
it is true inall the excellency of friendfhip 5 and every man rejoyces 
twice when he hath a parener of his joy 5 A friend fhares my for- 
row and makes it but a moiety; but he fwels my joy and makes 
itdouble. For fo two chanels divide the river and leflen it ‘into 
rivulets, and make it foordable and apt tobe drunk up at the firft 
| revels ; 
~~. ; es ens aie 2 oe 
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| and comforted our {elves by the inftruments of pur brothers cafe and. 


_ | thentomake.that which they fhould naturally choofe, be {piritually 
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evels of the Sisian ftar 5 bus two torches dor not divide but increafe 
the flame; and though my tears.are the {paner dryed up, when they 
run upon oy friends cheeks in the furrows of com pafhen, yet when 
my flame hath kindled his lamp,we unite the glories and make them 
radiant likethe golden Candie-fticks that burn before the thrane af 
Gad, becauf¢ they thine by numbers, by unions, and confederations 
of light and jay, tia, te | 
And now upon this acount which ig already fo great,! need nat 
reckon concerning the collateral iffues,ang little ftreams of comfort 
which God hath made to iflue from that religion, to whichGod 
hathobligedus; fuchasare mutual comforts, vipting fick people, in- 
firnding the ignersnt, and fo becoming better ‘afrutted and fortified 


antages ; the glories of converting fouls, of nefcuing 4 firemen from hell, 


[ 


[our felvesanifchiefop,purpofe to get hell, we are fecured of hear 
ven, and there. isnot ia the nature of things, any way that can more 
infallibly. dp, the work, of felicity upon creatures tharcan choofe, 


_| theix duty, and that he will make them bappy hereafter, if they will 

fufler him.to. make them happy heres. But hard by ftand another. 

pS ayy ome gg confidered by us, and God mutt-be 

gion adin them, for they, are fuch as are inteaded:ta preferveto us 
pa TAS FOAICALY.. :. = . 

9,, God, that he might,fecure our-duty and our prefont and:con- 
fequent felicity, hash tied us with golden,chaines, and bound usnot 
onely with the bracelets of love, and; the delicioufnelle of hope, 
but with the. rader, cords of fear.and reverence, even with all the 
innumerable parts ofa, reflraining grace. Foritis a huge ageravatie 
on of, humane calamity to confider, that. after a man hath been 
inftru@ed.in the. love and advant af his, Religion, and:knows 
it,to_ be the. way of honour and felicity, and that:to. prevaricate 
his holy, fanctions is certain. death and difgrace. to eternall ages, 

oe yet 
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| yet that fome men fhall defpife their religion, others thallbe very SERMON 
wary ofits laws, and call checommandmentsa burden,andtooma-| XXVI, 
ny, with a perfect choice thall delight in death, and the wayes that 
lead thither, and they choofe mony infinitely, and to rule over their 
Brother by all means, and to be revenged extremely, and to prevail 
by wrong and to do all that they can,and pleafe themfelves in all that 
they defire,and love it fondly.and be reftleffe in all things but where 
they perifh ; if God fhould not interpofe by the arts of a miraculous 
and eercifall grace, and put a bridle in the mouthof our lufts, 
and chaftife the fea of our follies by fame heaps of {and or the walls 
of a rock, we fhould perifh in the deluge of fin univerfally as the 
old world did in that ftorm of the divine anger, th: flood of waters. 
But thus God fuffers but few adulteriés in the world in refpect o 
what would be if all men that defire to be adulterers had power 
and opportunity 3 and yet fome men and very many womenare by 
modefty and natural fhamefacednefle chaftifed in their too for- 
ward appetites: or the laws of man, or publick reputation, or the 
uodecency, and unhandfome circumftances of fin check the defire 
and make it that it cannot arrive atatt: for fo have! {een a bufie 
flame fitting upon a fullen cole turn its point to all the angles and 
portions of its neighbour-hood and reach at a heap of prepared 
ftraw. which likeabold temptation called ittoa reftlefle motion 
and activity, but either it was at too big a diftance or a gentle breath 
from heaven diverted the {pheare and the ray of the fire to the other 
(ide. and fo prevented the violence of the burning. till the flame ex- 
pired in a weak confumption, and dyed turning into fmoak and the 
coolneffe of death and the harmleiienefle of aCinder: and whena 
mans defires are winged with fails and a Jufty wind of pafbon, and | 
paile onin a fmooth chanel of opportunity, God often times hin- 
ders the luft and the impatient defire from pafling on to its port, and 
entring into action, by aluddenthought, byalutle remembrance 
of a word. bya fancy, by a fudden difabilay, by unreafonable and 
yolikely fears, by the fudden intervening of company, by the very 
wearinefle ofthe paflion, by curiofxy, by wantof health, by thetoo 
great violence of the defire, burfting at felf with its fulneffe into 
dilolution and a remille eafinelle, by a fentence of {cripture, by 
the reverence of a good man, or elfe by the proper interyentions of 
the {pirit of grace chaftifing the crime and repreflentiag its appendast 
mifchiefs and ite cox/fitnent diforder and irre — 3 and after all 
this, the very anguith and trouble of being fe inthe purpofe 
hath rolled it felf into io much uneafinefle and unguiet reflefti- | 
ons, hog the man is grown afhamed and vexedinto more fober | 
COUMCIS, ; ; | . 
And the.mercy of God is not leffe then infinite in {eparating men | 
from the occafions of rheir fin, from the nei hood and 
temptation; for if the Hyeza anda dog fhould bethrutt ay 
, ame [| 


3 36 | | The Miracles of the Divine Mercy. 


SERMON |fame Kennel, one of them would foon finde a grave, and it may | A 
-XXVI, | be both ofthem their death ; fo infallible is the ruine of moft men, 
| _ | if chey be fhewed a temptation: Nitre and refin, Naphtha and Bi- 
tumen, fulphur and pitch are their conftitution, and the fire paffes 
upon them infinitely, and there is none to fecurethem, But Godb 
removing our fins far from us, # far as the Eaft is frou the wel, 
not onely putting away the guilt, but fetting the occafion far from 
us, extremely far; fo far that fometimes we cannot fin,and many 
times, #of caftly, hath magnified his mercy, by giving us fafety in 
all thofe meafures in which we are untempted. It would bethe 
matter of new difcourfes, if I fhould confider concerning the va- 
riety of Gods grace, his preventiag and accompanying, his invi- | 
ting and corroborating grace ; his afli{ting us to will, bis enabling us 
todo, his fending Angels to watch us, to remove us from:evil com- 
pany, todriveus with fwordsof fire from forbidden inftances, to 
carry us by unobferved ‘opportunities into holy company, to mi- 
| nifter’ occafions of holy dilcourfes, to make it by fome means or 
other neceflary to doa holy aGion, to make us in love with ver- 
tue, b:caufethey have mingled that vertue witha juft anda fair 
intereft, tofome men by making religion that thing they live upon, 
to others, the means of their reputation, and the fecurities of their C 
honour, and thoufandsof wayesmore, which every prudent man 
that watchesthe wayes of God cannot but have obferved, But I 
mutt alfo obferve other great conjugations of mercy, for he that 
isto pafle through an infinite muft not dwell upon every little ]ine 
of life. : : 
10, Thenext order of merciesis fuch, which is of fo pure,-and 
| unmingled conftitution, thatit hath at firft no regard to the capaci- 
| ties and difpofition of the receivers, and afterwards when it hath, it 
‘relates onely to fuch conditions, which it {clf creates and produces 
in the fufcipient, I mean the mercies of the divine predeftination. D 
For was it not an infinite mercy that God fhould predeftinate all 
mankinade to falvation by JefusChrift, even when he had no other. 
reafon to move him to doit but becaufe man was miferable and nee- 
ded his pity ? Bue I fhallinftance onely in the intermediall part of 
this myfteriousmercy. Why fhould God caufe ws to be born of 
Chriftian parents, andnot to be circumcifed by the impure hands 
of a Turkith Prieft? What diftinguithed me from another, that 
my Father was fevere in his difcipline, and carefull to brixg me xp 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and J was not ex pofed 
to the carelefleneffe of anirreligious guardian, and taught to fteal,| & 
andlie, andto make {port with my infant vices, and beginnings of 
iniquity? Who wasit that difcerned our pérfons from the lot of 
dying Chryfomes, whofe portion muft be among thofe who never 
glorified God with a free obedience? What had you done of good, 
or towards it, that you were not condemned to the ftupid ignorance 


which 


° 
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which makesthe foulsof moft mento be little higher then beafts, SERMON 
and who underftand nothing of religion and noble principles. of. XXVI, 
parables and wile {ayings of old men. And not onely in our cradles, | . 
but in our {chools, and our colledges, in our friendfhips, and in our 
martjages, i our enmities, and in all our converfation, in our ver- 
tues and inour vices, where all things in us were equal, or elfe we 
were the inferiour, there is none of us but have felt the mercies of 
| many differencies, Orit may be my brother and | were intempe- 
rate, and drunk, and quarelfome, and he kil'd a man, but God did 
not {uffer me to do fo: He fell down and died with a little diforder,| 
I was a beaft,and yet was permitted to live, and net yet to die in my 
fins: Hedid vmitte once and was furprized ia that difadvantage: I 
fin daily and am {will invited to repentance; be would fain have li- 
ved and amended ;, Ineglect the grace, butam allowed the time. 
And when God fends the Ange} of his wrath to execute his anger 
upon afiofull people we are encompafled with funerals, and yet 
the Angel hath not {mitten us: what or who makes the difference? 
We {hall then fee, when in the feparations of eternity, we fitting in 
glory tall {ee {ome of the partners of our fins carried into defpair 
and the portions of the left hand, and roaring in the feats of the re- 
probate;we fhall then perceive that it iseven that mercy which hath] 
no caufe but it felf, no. meafure of its emanation but our mifery, no} - 
natural limit but eternity, no beginning but God, no objet but man,’ 
no reafon bur an effential and an unalterable goodnefle, no variety 
but our nectflxy and capacity, no change, but new inftances of its 
own nature, no ending or repentance, but opr abfolute and obftinate 
refufal to entertain it. 
1a. Laftly, All the mercies of God are concentred in that 
‘which is all the felicicy of man: and Ged is fo greata lover of 
fouls, that he provides fecurities aad fair conditions for them, even 
| againft all our reafon and hopes, our expectations, and- weak dil- 
courfings. The particulars | fhall remark age thef¢. 1. Gods 
mercy prevails over the malice and ignorances, the weaknefles and |’ 
follies of men, fo thatin the convention aad aflemblies of hereticks 
( asthe word is ufually underftaod for erring and miftaken people ) 
although their doctrines are fuch, that if men fhould live according 
to their proper and natural! confequences, they would live impi- 
oufly, yet in every one of thele there are perfons fo innacently 
and invincibly miftaken, and whe mean nothing but truth, while 
in the fimplicity of their heart they talk nothing but-error, tliat in 
the defiance and contradiCtion oftheir own doctrines, they live ao- 
cording to its contradiGory. He that belceves coatrition alond 
with confeffion toa Prieft, isenough to expiate ten thoufand-ins, 
is furnifhed with an excufe eafie enough to quit bintelf from the 
troubles ofa holy life; and hethat‘hath a great many cheap wayes 
of buying off his penances fora ~ moneys even for the star ; 
; | Ins, 
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(ins, is taught a way not to fear the doing of an a@, for which he| A 


mutt repent; fince repentance isa g@uty fo foox, fo certainly, and 
fo eafily performed: But thefe are notorious doctrines of the Ro- 
man Church, and yet God fo loves the fouls of his creatures, that 
many men who truft to thefe doGrines in their difcourfes, dare not 
rely upon them in their lives. But while they talk as if they did 
not need to live ftrictly, many of them five fo ftridly, asif they 
did not beleeve fo foolithly. Hethattells, that antecedently God 
hath to all humane choice decreed man to heaven or to hell, takes 
away from manall care ofthe way, becaufe they beleeve that he 
that infallibly decreed that end, hath unalterably. appointed the 
means, and fome men that talk thus wildly live foberly, and are 
over-wrought in their underftanding by fome fecret art of God, 
that man may not perifh in his ignorance, but be affifted in his 
choice, and faved by the Divine mercies,, And there is no fe& of 
men but are furnifhed with antidotes and little excufes to cure the 
yenom of their doctrine; and therefore although the adherent and 
conftituent poifon is notorious.and therefore to be declined, yet be- 
caufe it is collaterally cured aiid over-poured by thetorrentand 


wifdom of Gods mercies, themen are to be takeninto the Quire, | 


that we may all joyn in giving God praile for the operation of 
his hands, ‘2. I {aid formerly thatthere atemany fecret and ua- 
difcernéd mercies by which men live, and of which men can give 


no account till they come to give God thanks at their publication 3. 


and of this fort, is that mercy which God referves forthe fouls of 
many millions of men and womenconcerning whom we have no 
hopes, if we account concerning them by the ufuall proportions 
of revelation and Chriftian commandements, and yct we are taught 
to hope fome ftrange good things concerning them by the analo- 
gy and generall rules of the Divine mercy. For what fhall be- 


come of ignorant Chriftians, people that live in wildneffes and |. 


places more defert then a primitive hermitage, people that are 
baptized, and taught to goto Church, it may be oncea yeer, peo- 


| ple that can get no more knowledge, they know not where to have 


it, nor how to defire its and yet that an eternity of pains fhall be 
confequent to fuch an ignorance is unlike the mercy of God, 
and yet that they fhould bein any difpafition towards an eternity 
of intelledtuall joyes is no where fet down inthe leaves of reve- 
lation ; and when the Jews grew rebellious, or a filly woman of 
the daughters of Abraham was tempted, and finned, and punifhed 
with death, we ufually talk asif that death paffed on toa worfe ; 
but yet we may arreft our thoughts upon the Divine mercies, aud 
confider that it is reafonable to expect from the Divine goodnefle, 
that no grearer forfeiture be taken uponalaw, then was expref- 
fed in its {anGtion and publication, He that makes a law and bindes 


it with the penalty of ftripes, we fay he intends not to affliét the dif- | 


- obedient 


ee ee 


i 
_1A_ ; obedient with {corpions and axes 3 and it had beeri hugely neceflary SERMON 
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| that God had fcar’d the Jews from their fins by threatning the pains 
(| of hell tothem that difobeyed, if he intended to inflict it$ for al- 
though many men would have ventured the fature, fince they are 
not affrighted with the prefent and vifible evil, yet fome perfons 
Would have‘had more Philofophicat and: fpiritual apprehenfions 
then others, and have been infallibly cured in all their temptations 
with the fear of an eternal pains and however, whether they had 
or no, yet (ince itcannot be underftood how jt confifts with the 
Divine juftice toexa&a pain bigger then he threatned, greater then 
he gave warning of; fo weare fureit is a great way off from Gods 


| any, and very often forgives it all, is hugely diftant from exacting an 
{ eternal punifhment, when the moft that he threatned and gave no-. 
tice of was but a temporal]. The effe@ of this confideration I would 
have tobe this, that we may publikly worfhip this mercy of GOD 


cing all Heathens, and prevaricating Jews to the eternal pains of 
hell, but hopethat they have a portion in the fecrets of the Divine 
mercy, where alfo unlefle many of us have fome little portions 
depofited , our condition will bee very uncertain, and fometimes 
moft miferable.. God knows beft how intolerably accurfed a thing 
it isto perith in the eternall flames of hell, and therefore he isnot 


pected upon too eafie termes, certainly the pains of the damned are 
infinitely too big to paffe lightly upon perfons who cannot help 
themfelves, and who if they were helped with clearer revelations 
would have avoidedit: Butas inthefethings we muft not pry into 
the fecrets of the Divine Oeconomy, being fure whether it be fo 
or no, it is moft jut, even asitis; fo we may expect to fee the glo- 
ries of the Divine*mercy made publike in unexpected inftances at 
the great day of manifeftation: And indeed our dead many times 
go forth from our hands very ftrangely and carelefly, without pray- 
ers, without Sacraments, withourconfideration, without countfell, 
and without comfort; and to dreffe the fouls of our dear people 
to fo fada parting, is animployment, wee therefore omit, notal- 
ways becaufe weeare negligent, but becaufe the work is fad, and 


ces; butif God did not in his mercies make fecret- and: equivalent 
unhappily meet them ina fad eternity, and without remedy weep 


them, that they wathost ws, that is, without our afliftances, fhall bee 
made perfect. aa | a | “- 
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allay the affections of the world,with thofe melancholy circumftan- | - 


provifions for them, and take care of his redeemed ones,we might | 
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mercy todo fo, He that ufually impofes lefle, and is loth to inflict | 


| whichis kept in fecret, and that we benot tooforward infenten-| . 


eafie to inflict it: andif thé joyes of heaven be too greatto be ex- | 


together and groan for ever. But God hath provided better things for | 


XXVIL, 
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Here’ are very many more orders and conjugations of mer- 

' cies, but becaufe the numbers of them naturally tend to 
their own greatnefle, that is, to have no meafure, I muft 
recken but « few more,'and them alfo without order 5 forthat they 
do defcend upon us, we fee and feel, but by what order of things, 
ercaufes, is as undifcerned as the head of N/ws, or 2 fudden re- 
membrance of a long neglected and forgotten Propofition. 1. But 
uponthis account ft is, that good men have obferved, that the pro- 
vidence of Gad is fo great a provider for holy living, and does fo 
certainly minifter to religion, that nature and chance , the order of 
the world, and the influences of heaven are taught to ferve the |. 
ends of the Spirit of Got, and the fpirit of a man. 1 donot fpeak 
of the miracles that God hath in the feverall periods of the world 
wrought for the eftablifhing hislaws, and confirming his promi- 
fes, and fecuring our obedience; though that was all the way the 
over-flowings and miracles of mercy as well as power: but that which 
I confider is, that befides the extraordinary emanations of the Di- 
| vine power upon the firft and mdft folemn occafions of an inftituti- 
on and the firft beginnings of a religion, fuch as were, the wonders 
God did in Egypt, and inthe wildernefle, preparatory to the fandti- 
onof that law, and the firft covenants and the miracles wrought 
_|by Chriftand his Apoftles, for che founding and the building up | ' 
the religion of the Gofpel, and the mew covenant: God does alfo 
do things wonderfull and miraculous, for the promoting the or- 
dinary and letfe folemn actions of our piety, and to affift and ac- 
|company them ina conftant and regular fucceflion. It wasa ftrange 
variety 


: 
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A. . variety of gaturall efficacies, that Manna fhculd ftink in 24. hours 
'if.gathered ypon Wednefday and Thurfday, and that it fhould 
"| Jatt wll 48. hoursif gathered upon the Even of the Sabbath; and 
| that ig fhould Jaft many hundreds of yeers when placed in the San- 
| nary by the miaiftery of the high Prieft; but fo it was in the Jews 
! religion; and Manna pleafed every palate, and it filled all appetites, 
and the fame meafure was a different proportions it was much 
and it was little; asifnature, thae it might ferve religion, had been 
taught fome meafures of infinity, which is every where and no 
where, filling all things, and circum({cribed withnothing, meafured 
p by one Omer, and doing the work of two 3 hike the crowns 9 
| Kings, fitting the browes of Nimrod and the moft mighty Warri- 
our, and yet not too large for the temples of an infant Prince. And 
notonely isiethysin nature, but incontingencies and acts depend- 
ing upon the choice of men; for God having commanded the fons 
of Ifrael to go upto Jerufalem to worfhip thrice every yeer, and to 
leave their borders to be guarded by women, and children, and 
fick perfons, in the neighbourhood of diligent and fpitefull ene- 
mies, yet God [o difpofed of their hearts and opportunities, that 
they never entred the land when the people were at their folem- 
c | Btys untill they defecrated their rites, by doing at their Pafleover 
the greateft (in and treafon in the world ; al] at after they crucified 
the Lord of life and glory, they were fecure in Jerufalem and in 
their borders; but when they had deftroyed religion by this att, 
God took away their fecurity, and Titus befieged the City at the 
feaft of Eafter, that the more might perith in the deluge of the Di- 
vine jndignation. 

Tothis obfervation the Jews adde, thatin Jerufalem no man 
ever hada fall rhat came thither to worthips that at their folemn 
feftivals there was reception in the Town for all the inhabitants of 
' the land 3 concerning which although | cannot affirm any thing, 
yet thisis certain, that no godly perfon among all the tribes of [{- 
racl.was ever 4beecer, but all the yariety of humane chances, were 
over-ruled to the purpoles of providence, and providence was mea- 
'fured by theendsof the religion, and the religion which promifed 
them plenty, perfurmed the promife till the Nation and the re- 
Jigion too began to decline, that it night give place to a better 
miniftery, and a more excellent difpenfation of the things of the | 
world, | | , 

Bue when Chriftian religion was planted end had taken root, end 
E | bad filed alllands, thenall the nature of things, the whele crests 

became fervant to the kingdom of grace, and the Head of the rels- 

giow is alfo the head of thecreatures, and minifters all the things 

of the world in order to the Spirit of graces and now Udagels are 
| miniftring fhirits, {ent forth to minifter for the good of them that 
| fear the Lord, andall the ——- men, and things of parure, 
| 3 - an 


eee = 


ad 
ai 


342 | The Miracles of the Diwine Mercy. — 


” 


XXViL | cooperate as with an united defigne to verifie all che promifes of the’ 
* |Gofpel, and to fecure and advantage all the children of the king- 
dom, and how he that is made poor by chance, or perfecution, is 
mace rich by religion, and hethat hath nothing, yet poffeffes all 
things, and forrow it felfis the greateft comfort, not onely becaufe 
it minifters to vertue, but becaufe st felf is one, as in the cafe of re- 
pentance ; and desth minifters to /éfe, and boidageis freedom, and loffe 
is gai”, and our evemies are our friends, and every thing turns into 
religion, and religion turns into felicity, and all manner of advanta- 
ges, But that I may not need to enumerate any more particulars in 
this obfervation : certain itis that Angels of light and darknefle, all 
the influences of heaven, and the fruits and productions of the earth, 
the ftars, andthe elements, the fecret things that lie in the bowels. 
of the Sea, and the entrails of the earth, the fingle effects of all effici- 
ents, andthe conjun@ion of all caufes, all events forefeen, and all 
rare contingencies, every thing of chance, and every thing of choice, 
is fo much a fervant to him whofe greateft defire, and great intereft, 
is by all means to fave our fouls, that we are thereby made fure, that 
all the whole creation fhall be made to bend inall the flexures of its 
nature and accidents, that it may minifter to religion, to the good 
of the Catholike Church, and every perfon within its bofom, who 
are the body of him that rules over all the world, and commands 
thenrashechoofes, : 

2, But that which isnext tothis, and ‘not much unlike the de- 
figne of this wonderfull mercy, is, that all the actions of religi- 
on, though mingled with circumftances of differing and fometimes 
of contradictory relations are fo concentred in God their proper 
centre, and conducted in {uch certain and pure channels of reafon 
and rule, that no one duty does contradié another 3 and it can never 
be neceflary for any man in any cafe to fin, They that bound them- 
felves by an oath to kill Paul were not environed wich the fad ne- 
ceflities of murder on one fide, and vow-breach on the other, fo 
that if they did murder him they were man-flayers, if they did 

| not they were perjured 5 for God had made provifion for this cafe, 
that no unlawfull oath fhould pafie an obligation. He that hath gi- 
ven his faith in unlawfull confederation againft his Prince, isnot 

| girded with a fatall neceffity of breach of truft on one fide, or | 
breach of allegeance on the other; for in thisalfo God hath fe- 
cured the cafe of confcience, by forbidding any man tomakeaa| | | 
unlawfull promife, and upon a ftronger degree ofthe famerea-| E | - 

‘| fon, by forbidding him to keep it in cafe hehath made it. He| 
that doubts whether it be lawfull to keep the Sunday holy, muft 
not do it during that doubt, becaule whatfoever is not of faith is 
fis ; But yet Gods mercy hath taken care to break this {nare in fun- 
der, fothathe may neither fin againft the commandement, nor 


againft| 
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ne eee eee a ee 
A. againft-his con{cience ; for heis bound to lay afide his errourand § spmon 
be better inftructed ; till when, the (cene of his fin lies in fome- XXVII 
thing that hath influence upor his underftanding, not in the omif-. ’ 
fion of the fact, No san cin ferve two Mafters, but therefore 4e mst 
hate the one and cleave to the other. Butthenif we confider what | 
spfinite contradiction there is in fin, and thatthe great long fuffering | 
| of God is exprefled in this, that God fuffered the contradidiion of 
| inners, we thall feel the mercy of God inthe peace of our con{ci- 
ences and the unity of religion, fo long as we do the work of God, 
It is a huge affront to a covetous man that he is the further off from 
fuloefle by having great heaps and vatt revenues ; and that his thirft 
increafes by having that which fhould quench it; and that the 
more he thall need ro be fatisfied, the lefle he fhall dare to do its 
and that he fhall refufe to drink becaufe heis dry; that he dyes if 
he tafts, and languifhes ifhe doesnot 5 and at the fame time he | 
‘s full and empty, burfting witha plethory, and confumed with 
| hunger, drowned with rivers of oyle and wine, and yet dry asthe 
Arabian fands; but then the contradi@tion is multiplyed and the 
labyrinths more amazed. when prodigality waits upon another 

| curfe, and covetoulnetle heaps up, that prodigality may {catter a- 
broad: then diftractions are infinite, anda man hath two Devils to 
ferve of contradictory defignes, and both of them exacting obedi- 
ence more unreafonably then the Egyptian tafk-mafters; then there 
isnoreft, no end of labours, no fatisfaction of purpofes, no me- | 
thod of things, but they begin where they fhould end, and be- 
gin again. and never patie forth tocontent.or reafon, or quiet neffe, 
or poflefion. But the duty ofa Chriftian is eafie in a perfecution, 
tis clear under a Tyranny, it is evident in defpite of herefie , 
itis one inthe midft of fchilme, it is determined amongtt infinite 
difputes, being like a rock in the fea whichis beaten with rhe tide 
and wathed with retiring waters, and encompafied with mifts, and 
appears in feveral figures, butit alwayes dips its foot in the fame 
bottom, and remai@s the fame in calmsand f{torms, and furvives 

| the revolution of ten thoufand tides, and there fhall dwell till time 
and tides fhall beno more: fo is our duty, uniform, and conftant, 
openand notorious, varioufly reprefented, butin the fame man- 
ner exacted : and inthe intereft of our fouls God hath not expofed 
us to uncertainty or the variety of any thing that can change, and 
it is by the grace and mercy of God put into the power of every 
Chriftian todo that which God through Jefus Chrift will accept to 
falvation: and neither men oor Devils {hall hinder it unlefle we lift 
ourfelves. 2 | | 
3. After allthis we may fit down and reckon by great fums | 
and conjugations of his gracious gifts, and tell che minutes of ererni- 
ty by the number of the Divine mercies : God hath given 4% 
lAes to rule us, bis word toinftrut us, bis fpirit to guide us, bs 
" Angels | — 


344 | The miracles of the divineMercy. — - 


eRMon | Angelsto protect us,bir mtwifters to exhort us; he revealed all our du-| A 
S ERMON ty it be kal concealed ch can hinder us, he hath affregh- 
XEVIT+— | sed our follies with fear of death, and engaged our watchfulnefle 
by its fecret coming ; he hath exercifed our faith by keeping private 
the ftate of fouls departed, and yethath confirmed our faith bya 
promife ofa refurrection and entertained our hope by fome gene 
ral fignifications of the ftate of interval: His mercies make contemp- 
tible means inftrumentall to great purpofes, anda {mall herb the 
remedy of the greateft difeafes; he impedes the Devils rage and in- 
fatuates his counfels, he diverts his malice, and defeats his purpo- 
fes, he bindes him in the chain of darknefle,and gives him no power | B 
over the children of fight; he fuffers him to walk in (olitary places, 
and yet fettershim that he cannot difturb the fleep of achilde; he 
hath given him mighty power,& yet a young maiden that refifts him 
fhall make him ficeaway; he hath given him a vaft knowledge, 
‘and yet an ignorant man can confute him withthe twelve articles 
of his creed, he gave him power over the winds, and made him 
Prince of the afr, and yetthe breath of aholy prayer can drive him 
as far asthe utmoftfeas and hehath fo reftrained him, that (ex- 
cept it be by faith ) we know not whether there be any Devils, yea, 
orno: for we never heard his noifes, nor have {een his affrighting | c 
tha pes. '] This is that great Principle of aif the felicity we hope for, 
and of ali the means thither, and of ali the {kill and aif the {trengths 
we have to ufe thofe means he hath made great variety of condi- 
tions,and yet hath made all neceflary, and all mutual hel pers, and by 
{ome inftruments and ia fome refpects they are all equall in order 
| to felicity, to content and final and intermedial fatisfaions: He 
| gave us part of our reward in hand, that he might inable ws to 
j workformores; he taught the world arts for ule, arts for enter- 
| taisment of af] our faculties, and all our difpofitions - he gives eter- 
| Dal gifts fer temporal fervices, apd gives us whatfoever we want, | D 
| for asking, and commands us to afk, and threatensus ifwe will not 
| afk, and punithes us for refufing tobe happy.® This is that glorious 
/ acertbute that ‘hath made order, and beal'h. and harmony and bepe, 
| 7eftitutions and varsety, the joyes of direct pofleflion, and the joyes, 
the artificial ie hs of contrariety and comparifon; he comforts the 
‘| poor, and he bringsdown the rich, that they may be fafe in their 
humility and forrow, fromthe tranfportations of an unhappy and 
uninftraced profperity ; he gives nece(Taries to all, and fcatters the 
| extraordinary provifions fo, that every nation may traffick in cha- 
|Tity, aadcommute for pleafures; He wasthe Lord of befts, and he | E 
is {till what he was, but he loves tobe called the God of pesse, be- 
caule be was terrible in that,- but heis delighted inthis. His mer- 
cyishisglory, andhis glory isthe light of heaven ; his mercy is 
the life of the creation, andit fills all the earth, and his mercy isa 
|featoos and it fills all the abyfles of the deep: it hath gwen’ us 


. ) : promifes 


) 


| The miracles of the Divine Mercy. | 345 


A - promifes for fupply of whatfoever we need, and relieves us inall| Ste rwon 
our fears, and inal! the evils that we fuffer; hismerciesare more; XXVILI, 
| then wee can tell, and they are more then we can feel 5 forall the 
world in the abyffe of the Divine Mercies is like a man diving into 
the bottom of the Sea, over whofe head the waters run infenfibly, 
and unperceived, and yet the weight is vaft, and the fumme of them 
is unmeafurable, and the man isnot preffled with the burden, nor 
confounded with numbers; and no obfervation is able to recount, 
no fenfe fufficient to perceive, no memory large enough to retain, 
| no underftanding great enough to apprehend thisinfinity, but we 
mutt admire, and love, and worfhip, and magniffe this mercy for 
ever and evers that wee may dwell in what wee feel, and be com- 
prehended by that which 1s equall to God, and the parent of all 
| felicity. 
| And yet this is butthe one half. The mercies of giving I have 
now told of, but thofe of forgiying are greater, though not more. 
{ He ts ready to forgive | and upon this {tock thrives the intereft of 
our great hope, the hopes of a bleffed immortality 5 for if the mer- 
cies of giving have not madeour expectations big enough to enter- 
| tain the confidences of heaven: yet when we think of the graciouf- 
neffe and readinefle of forgiving, wee may with more readinetie 
hope to efcape hell, and then wee cannot bxt bee blefled by ane- 
ternall confequence : we have but {mall opinion of the Divine mer- 
cy, if we dare not beleeve concerning it, that it is defirous, and able, 
and wat:hfull,and pa{[iomate to keep us.or refcueusrefpectively from 
fuch a condemnation the pain of which is infupportable, and the 
duration is crernall , and the extenfion is mifery upon al! our fa- 
culties, and the intenfion is great beyond patience or natu- 
ra)l or fupernaturall abilities, and the fiate isa ftate of darknelle, 
and de(pair, of confufion and amazement, of curfing and roaring, 
anguith of fpirit, and gnafFing of teeth, mifery: univerfall, per- 
fet and irremediable. From this iets which Gods mercies would 
{o faix aie us: “This isa ftate that God provides for his ene- 
mies, not for them that love him, that endeavour to obey,though| | 
they doit but in weaknefle, that weep traly for their finnes,though 
| but with a fhower no bigger then the drops of pity, that wait 
for his coming witha holy and pure flame, though their lamps} 
are no brighter then a poor mans candle, though their ftrengehs 
areno greater thena contrite reed, or a {trained arm, and their 
| fires have no more warmth then the fmoke of kindling flax; ifour 
faith bee pure, and oar lcve unfaigned, if the degrees of it bee great, 
God will accept it into glory: if it bee little, hee will accept it into 
grace, and make it bigger. Forthatis the firft inftance of Gods 
readinefle to forgive: he will upon any termes, that are not unrea- 
fonable, and that donot fuppofe a remanent affection to fin, keep us 
from the intolerable pains of hell. And indeed if we confider the 
conftitution 
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conftitution of the conditions which God requires, wee fhall {oon 
perceive God intends heavento usasa meer gift, and that the du- 
tics on our part are but little entertainments and exercifes of our af- 
fections, and our love, that the Devil might sot feize upon that por- 


tion which to eternal ages fhall be the inftrument of our happineffe. 
orin allthe parts of ourduty, it may be there is but one inftance |- 


so which weeare to do violence to our naturall and firft defires. 
For thofe men have very ill natures, to whom vertue is fo contrary 
that they are inclined naturally to /4/, to drankenneffe and anzer, 
and pride and couztonf{ueje, and unthankfulne/fe and difobedience ¢ 
Moft men that aretempted with luft, could eafily enough enter- 
tain the fobrieties of other counfels, as of temperance, and juftice, 
or religion, if it would indulge to them but that one paffion of luft, 
and perfons that are greedy of money, are noe fond of amorous 
vanities, nor care they to fit long at the wine, and one vice de- 
(troyes another, and when one vice is confcquent to another, it is 
by way of punifhment and dereliction of the man, unlcfle where 
vices have cognation, and feem but lie feverall degrees of one ano- 
ther; anditis evil cuftome and f{uperinduced habits that make arti- 
ficiall appetites in moft mento moft fines, But many times their 
naturall temper vexes them into uneafie difpofitions and aptnefles 
onely to ome one unhand{ome fort of action; that one thing there- 
fore is itin which God demands of thee mortification and felf-de- 
niall. 4° a . & | 

_ Certain itis ; There are very:many men in the world that would 
fain commute their feverity in all other inftances for a Jicence in their 
one appetite; they would not refufe long pravers after a drunken 
meeting.or great alms together with one great /4/; but then confider 
how eafie it is forthem to goto heaven; God demands of them for 


| his fake and their own,to crucifie but one natural luft.or one evil ha- 


ae 


bit ( for all the reft they are eafie enough to do themfelves) and God 
will givethem heaven, where the joy'is more then one, and I faid it 
is but one mortification God requires of moft men; for if thofe per- 
fons would extirp but that one thing in which they are principally 
tempted, it isnot eafily imaginable that any leffe evil to which the 
tem ptationis trifling fhould interpofe between them and their great 
intereft. If Saul had not {pared Agag,the people could not have ex- 
‘pected mercy: and our little and inferiour appetites that rather 


|come to us by intimation and confequent adherences, then by direct 


violence, muft not dwell with him who hath croffed the violence of 
his diftempered nature in a beloved inftence; fince therefore this is 
the {tate of moft men, and God in efiet demands of them but one 
thing,and in exchange for that will give them all good things ,it gives 


' |demonftration of his huge eafinetle to redeem us from that intolera- 


ble evil that is equally confequent to the indulging to one orto 


itwenty finfull habits, or 
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A\! 2. Gods readineffe to pardon appears in this, that he pardons be- SERMON 


fore we a(k, for he chat bids usafk for pardon hath indefigneand yyyjj 

purpofe done the thing already < for what is wanting on his part ix . 

| | whofe onely power it is to give _ and fx whofe defrre it is that we | 

| fhould be pardoned, and whe commands us to lay hold upon the of- 
' fer; he hath done all that belongs to God 5 that is, all that concerns 
the pardon: there it lies ready, it is recorded in the book of life, it 
wants nothing, but being exemplified and taken forth, and the Holy 
{piric ftands ready to configne and pafie the privy fignet, that we 
_| may exhibit it to devils and evil men when they tempt us to defpair ; 
jorfn, : i | 
3. Nay Godis fo ready in bis mercy, that he did pardon us even 3 
before he redeemed us : for what isthe fecret of the myftztie, that 
the eternal Son of God fhould take upon bim our nature, and die 
our death, and fuffer for our fins and do our work, andenable usto 
do cur own? he that did this is God: he who thenght st se rebbery to 
be equall with God: he came to fatisfie himfelf, to pay to himfelf the 
price for his own creature: and when he did this for us that he 
might pardon us, was heat that inftant angry with us? was this an 
effe& of his anger or of his love, that God fent his Son to work our 
C | pardon and falvation? Indeed we were angry with God, at enmity 
with the Prince of life: but he was reconciled to us fo far, asthat 
he then did the greateft thing in the world for us : for nothing could 
be greater then that Ged, the Sox of God, fhould die for us: here 
was reconciliation before pardon: and God that cameto die for us 
did love us firft before he came: this was hafty love. But it went fur- 
ther yet, 
4. God pardoned us before we finned ; and when he fore faw our 4 
fin, even mine and yours, he fent his fon to diefor uss our pardon 
was wrought and effected by Chrifts death above 1600. yeers agoe; 

ED {and for the fins of to morrow, and the infirmities of the next day 
Chrift is already dead, already rifen from the dead, and does now 
make intercefhion and atonement.. And this is not onely a favour 

_{to us who were born in the due time of the Gofpel, but to all man= 
kinde fince Adam; For God, whois infinitely patient in his juftice, 
was not at all parient in his mercy 3; he forbears to ftrike and pu- 
nifhus, but he would not forbear to provide cure for us, and reme- 
dy; foras if God could not {tay from redeeming us, he promi- 
fed the Redeemer to Adam, inthe beginning of the worlds fin; and 
Chrift was the lamb fliin from the beginning of the world; andtheco- | 
venant of the Gofpel, though it was not made with man, yet it was 
from the beginning performed by God as to his part, astothe mi- | 
niftration of pardon ; The feed of the woman was fet up againft the 
dragon as foon as ever the Tempter had -won his firftbattle; and 
though God laid his hand, and drewa vait of types and fecrefy 
before the manifeftation of his mercies, yet he did the work of re- 
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 \ little work, a work of a Gogle abftinence; bue he was reftored by 


| exprefled ) to the law of works, their pardon was fealed and kepe 
withio the vail, within the curtains of the fan@wary, and they faw it 


_ | before Chrifts coming, pardon before redemption, and pardon be- 
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demption. and faved us by the covenant of faith, and the righte- 
oulnefle of beleeving, and the mercies of repentasce, the graces 
of pardon, and the blood of the flain lamb, ‘even from the 
fall of Adam to this very day, and will do, till Chrifts fecond 
coming. : ¥ = , 
Adam fell by his folly and did not perform the covenent of one 


faith inthe feedof the woman; and of this tighteoufnelle Noah 
was a preacher; . and by faith Enoch wastranfleted, and by faith 
a remnant was faved at the fload: and to Abrahams this was impated 
for rightcon{(neffe and to all the Patriarks, and ro all the righteous 
judges, andhply Prophets, and Saints of the old Teftament, even 
while they were obliged ( fo farasthe words of cher covenant were 


mot then, but they feel it ever fince,and this was a great excellency of 
the Divine mercy unto them : God had mercy on all mankinde be-_ 
fore Chrifts manifeftation, even bey ond the mercies of their cove- 
nant : and they were faved as we are, by the feed of the woman, by Ged 
incaraste by the lamb flsin fromthe beeinning of the world; votby 
works, for we all failed of them : thatis, not by:an exa obedience, 
but by fasth-morking hy love, by fincere, hearty endeavours and be- 
lieving God and relying upan bis mfmite: mency,seveated in part,and. 
now fully manifeft by the great inftrument asd means of that mer- 
| cy Jefe Chrif?.. Sea that here is pardon before we afkedie; pardon 


fore we finned : what greater readinefle to forgive us can be imeagr- 
ned ? yes: there is One degree more yet; and that will prevent a mif- 
take in this. © | . 

5 For God fo pardoned usonce, that we fhould need no 
more pardon; he pardons us by terming every one of ws away 
from our cniquities; thats the purpofe of Chrift, that he might 
fafely parden us before we finned.; and we might not fin upon the 
confidence of pardon, he pardoned us not onely upon condition we 
would finno mere, but he took away our fin, cured our curfed 
inclinations, inftructed our underftanding, rectified our will, forti- | 
fied us again{t temptations, and now every man whom he pardons 
he alfo fanttifies, and-be i bore of Ged, and he muft net, will not, 
connet fin, fo long as the feed of God rematus within bim, folongas 
his pardon contisues, This istheconfummation of pardon. For if 
Ged had. fo pardoned us, ae onely to take away our evils which are 
paft, we fhould have needed a fecond Saviour, and a redeemer for 
every moneth, and.new pardons perpetually, But our blefied Re 
deemer hath taken away our fin, not onely the gift of ourold, but. 
our inclinations to new. fins: he makes us like himfelf, and come 
mands us to live fo, that we fhall not need.afecond pardon, that is, 


a fecond 
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_afecond ftate of pardon: for we are but once baptized into Chrifts S eRMoN 


death, and that death was one, and our redemption but one, and 
our covenant the fame, and as long as we continue within the cove- 
nant, we are {till within the power and comprehenfions of the firft 
ardone 

. 6. And yet there is aneceflity of having one degree of pardon 
more beyond all this. For alchough we do not abjure our covenant, 
and renounce Chrift, and extinguifh the f{pirit, yet we refift him, 
and we grievehim: and we go off from the holinefle of the cove- 
nant, and return again, and very often {tep afide, and need this great 
pardonto be perpetually applied and renewed : and to this purpofe, 
that we may not havea pofhible need without acertainremedy, the 
Holy Jefus, the Authour and finifber of our faith and pardon, fits in 
heaven in a perpetuall advocation for us, that this pardon once 
wrought may be for ever applied to every emergent need, and eve- 
ry tumor of pride, and every broken heart, andevery difturbed 
con{cience, and upon every true and fincere return of a hearty re- 
pentance: And now spon this titleno more degrees can be added : 
it is already greater, and was before all our needs, and was greater 
then the old covenant,and beyond the revelations, and did in Adams 
youth antidate the Gofpel, turning the pablike miferies by fecret grace, 
into cternall glories. But now upon other circumftances it is remark- 
able and excellent, and {wels like an hydropick cloud when it ts fed 
with the breath of the morning tide, till it fills the bofome of hea- 
ven, and defcends in dews and gentle fhowers, to water and refrefh 
the earth. | 

9. God is fo ready to forgive that himfelf works our difpofiti- 
ons towards it, and either muftin fome degree pardon us before 
we arecapableof pardon, by his grace making way for his mer- 
cy, orelfe wecannever hope for pardon. For unlefle GOD by 
his preventing grace fhould firft work the firft part of our par- 
don, even without any difpofitions of our own to receive it , wee 
could not defire a pardon, nor hope forit, nor work towardsit, 
nor afk it, nor receive it: This giving of preventing gracc, is a 
mercy of forgivencfle contrary to that feverity by which fome de- 
{perate perfons are given over toa reprobate fenfe; that is, alea- 
ving of men to themf@ves, fo that they cannot pray effectually, 
nor defire holily, nor repent truly, nor receive any of thofe mer- 
cies which God defigned fo plenteoufly, and the Son of God pur- 
chafed fo dearly for us.) When GOD fends a plague of warre up- 
ona land, inal] the accounts of religion, and expectations of rea- 
fon, the way toobtain our peace isto leave our finnes, for which 
the war was fent upon us, as the meflenger of wrath: and with- 
out this, wee are liketo perifh in the judgement. But then con- 
fider whata fadcondition wee are in, warre mends but few, but 
{fpoils multitudes 5 it legitimates rapine, and authorizes murder, 
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covetoufnefle,and anger,and pride,and revenge, and heats of blood, 
and wilder liberty, and all the evil chat can be fuppofed tocoine 
from, or run to, fuch curfedcaufes of mifchief. But then if the pu- 
nifhment increafes the fin, by what inftrument can the punifhment 
beremoved? How (hall we be pardoned and eafed, when our re- 
medies are.converted into caufes of the fickneffe, and our Antidotes 
are poifon? Here there is a plain teceflity of Gods prevesting 
graces and if there be but a mece(Sity of it, shat is exouzh to a(certsin us 
wee fhall have it: But unlefle God fhould beginto pardon us firft, 
for Nothing, and againft our own difpofitiotts, wee fee there ts no 


-help in.us, norforus. If we be nct {mitten we are undone, if wee 


are {mitten we perifh: aud as young Damarchus faid of his Love, 
when he was made matter of his wifh ; Saluus furs quia péreo, finon 
peream, plane inteream, weemay fay of fome of Gods judgements: 
We perifh when we are fafe, becaufé our fins areriot fmitten, and 
if they be, then we are worfe undone; betdufe we grow worlé for 
being miferable; but we can be relieved onely by a free metcy 5 for 
pard-n us the way to pardon: and when God gives us our peny, then 
we can work for another, anda gift is the way toa grace, and all 
that wee cah dotowardsit, is butto take It in Gods method; and 
this mult needs be a great forwardnelfle of forgivenelle, when Gods 
mercy gives the pardon, and the way to findé.st, and the band to re- 
ceive it, and the eyeto fearch it, and the Deatt to defire it; being 
bufie and effective as Elijah’s fire, which intending to convert the 
facrifice into its own more fpiritual nature of flames and purified 
fubftances; ftocd in the neighbourhood of the fuell , and called 
forth all its enemies, and licked up the hindering moifture, and 
the water of the trenches, and made the Altar fend fortha phan- 
taftick fmoke before the facrifice was enkindled: So isthe prevent- 
ing grace of God, it does all the work of our fouls, and makes its 
own way, and invites it felf, and prepare its own lodging, and 
makes its own entertainment, it gives us precepts, and makes us 
ableto keep them 5 it enables our faculties, and excites our defires, 
it provckes us to pray, and fanctifies our heart in prayer, and 
makes our prayer go forth to act, and the act does make the defire 
valid, and the defire does: make the act certain, and perfevering ; 
and both of them arethe works of God: for more is received into 
the foul from-without the foul, then dozs proceed from within the 
foul: Itis more for the foul to bee moved and difpofed, then to 
work when that is done : as the paflage from death to life is greater 


_|then from life to action, efpecially fince the action is owing to that 


caufe that putin the firft principle of life. 


Thefe are the great degrees of Gods forwardnefle and readi- 
nefleto forgive, for the expreflion of which no Janguage is fuf- 
| | ficient 
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A | ficient, but Gods dwn words defcribing mercy inall thofe dimenfi- SERMON 

ons which can fignifie to usits greatneffe and infinity. Hismercy#| xxvil. 
eat, his mescies are asanry, his mercy reacherh anto the heavens, it fils 

fe and earth, itis above all bis warks, st endureth for ever ,Ged piti- 

eth as 2 Father doth hischildren ; nay heis our Father, and the fame 

alfois the Father of mercy, and the God of all comfort : Sothat mercy 

and we have the {ame relation; and well it may be fo, for we live 

and die together ; for as to man onely, God fhews the mercy of for- 

giveneffe, fo if God takes away his mercy, man fhall bene more, no 

more capable of felicity, or of any thing that is perfective of 

his condition, or his perfon, ButasGod preferves man by his mer- 

cy, fo his mercy hath all its operations upon man, and returns to its) 

own centre and incircum(criptton, and imfinity, anleffe it iffaes forth 

uponus. And therefore befides the former great lines of the mere 

cy of forgiveneffe, there isanether chain, which but to produce 

and tell its links, istoopena cabinet of Jewels, where every {tone 

ts a8 bright as a ftar, and every ftar is great as the Sun, and fhines 

for ever, unleffe we fhut our eyes, of draw the vail of obftinate and 

final] fins. St _ —— 

, s, Godislong-fuffering, thatis, long before be be angry, and 2 
c| yet God is provoked every day, by the obftinacy of the Jews, and the 

| “| golly of the Heathens, and the rudenefle and infidelity.of the Mahu- 

metans, and the negligence and vices of Chriftians ; and he that can 

behold no impurity is received in all places with perfumes of mufh- 

romes, and garments {potted with rhe flefh, and ftained fouls, and 

the actions and iffues of mifbelief, and.an.evil con{cience, and with 

accurfed fins that he hates, upon pretenoe of religion which he loves; 

andhe is madea party againft hiarfelfby our voluntary miftakes, 

arid men continue ten yeers, and 20. andjo. andso0, inacourfe 

of Gnoing. and they grow old with the vices of their youth; and 

yet God forbears to kill them, andto configne them over to an 

D sea of horrid pains, ftill expecting that they fhould repent and | | 

be faved. . : a 

0, Befides-this long-fufferance and éor-bearing with an unwea- | 

ried patience, God alfoexcufes a fier oftentimes and takes a lit- | 

tle thing for an excufe, fo far asto:move him to intermediall fa- | 

vours firft; and from thence toa fimall pardon, He paflesby the 

Gins of our youth with an huge eafinefleto pardon, ifhe be intrea- 

ted and reconciled by the effective repentance of a vigorous man-_ 

| hood; he takes ignorance for anexcufe, and in every degree of its 

E | beinginevitable, or innocent in its proper caufe, itis alfo inculpa- | 

| ble and innocent in its proper effe&s, though m their own natures | 

criminal. But I found mercy of the Lord beceafe 1 did: st im ignorance, 

faith S. Paul ; he pities our infirmities and {trikes off much of the | 

account upon that ftock; the violence of a temptationand reft- | 

leflenefle ofits motion, the perpetuity of its folicitation, the wea- | 

G g2 __Tinefie |_ 


ww 
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SERMON rinefle of a mans {pirit, the ftate of ficknefle, the heceflity of fecular| A 
XXVII, | fairs, the publike cuftoms ofa people have all of them a power of 
| pleading and prevailing towards fome degrees of pardon and dimi- 
pution before the throne of God, | | 

3 3, When God perceives himfelf forced to ftrike, yet then he 

| takes off his hand and repents himof theevil: It isas ifit were 
againft him, that any of his creatures fhould fall under the ftrokes 
of an exterminating fury. - 

4 4. When heis forced to proceed, he yet makes anend before he 

‘hath half done : and is as glad ofa pretence to pardonus, or to ftrike 

: lefle, as if he himfelfhad the deliverance and not we: When Ahab 
had but humbled himfelfat the word of the Lord, God was glad of 
it,and went with the meflage tothe prophet Aim/e/f, faying, Sceft thon 
not bow Abzb buwbles bimfelf ? What was the event of it? J will not 
bring the evil in bis dayes, but in his fons dayes the evil fhall come 
upon his houfe. : -. 

5 5. God forgets our fin and puts it out of his remembrance, that 
is, he makesitas though it had never been: he makes penitence to 
be as pure as innocence toall the effects of pardon and glory: . the 
memory of the fins fhall ngt be upon record, to be ufed to any af- 
ter act of difadvantage, and never fhall return unlefle we force 
them out of their fecret places by ingratitude and anew {tate of 
finning. | | 

6 6. God fometimes gives pardon beyond all his revelations and 
declared will, and provides fappletories of repentance, eventhen 
when hecutsa man off from the time of repentance, acceptinga 
temporal death.inftead of an eternal : that alchough the Divine an- 
ger might interrupt the growing of the fruits,yet in {ome cafes,& to 
{ome perfons, the death and the very cutting off thall go no further, 
but be inftead of explicite and long repentances, Thus it happened 

to Uzzab, who was {mitten for his zeal ,and died in feverity bor pre- 
varicating the letter, by earneftnefle of {pirit to ferve the whole re- 
ligion, Thus it was alfo in the cafe of the Corinthians that died a 
temporal death for their undecent circumftances in receiving the 
| holy Sacrament. Saint Paul, who ufed it for an argument to threa- 
ten them into reverence, went no further, nor prefled the argument 
to a {adder iflue then to die temporally. | 
. But thefe fuppletories are but feldom, and they are alfo great 
troubles, and ever without comfort, and difpenfed irregularly, and 
that not in thecafe of habitual] fins that we know of, or very great 
fins, but in fiogle actions, or in{tances of a lefie malignity ; and they 
are not to be relied upon, becaufe there is no rule concerning them 5 
but when they do happen, they magnifie the infinitenefle of Gods 
mercy which is commenfurate to all our needs, and is not to be cir- 
cumf{cribed by the limits of his own revelations. 
7 7. God pardons the greateft finners, and hath left them upon 


record: 
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record: and there is no inftance in the fcripture of the divine for- SERMON 
givenefle, but in fuch inftances, the milery of which wasaficinftru-; xXxvit, 
ment to {peak aloud the glories of Gods mercies, and gentlenefle, | 
and readinefle to forgive: Such were S, Paula perfecutor, and S. 
Peter that forfwore his Mafter, Mary Magdalene, with feven Devils, 
the thiefupon the crofie, Manaflesan Idolater, David a murderer 
and adulterer, the Corinthian for inceft, the children of Ifrael for 
ten times rebelling againft the Lord in the wildernefle, with mur- 
muring, and infidelity, and rebellion, and {chifme, anda golden 
calf, and open difobedience; and above ail, I hall inftance in the! . 
Pharifees among the Jews, who had finned againft the Holy Ghoft, 
as our Biefled Saviour intimates, and tells the particular, viz, in fay- 
ing that the Spirit of God by which Chrift did work was an evil {pi- 
rit 3 and afterward they crucified Chrift, fo that two of the Perfons 
of the moft Holy Trioity were openly and folemnly defied, and 
God bad fent out a decree that they fhould be cut off, yet 49. yeers 
time ( after allthis ) was left for their repentance, and they were 
| galled upon by arguments more per{wafive and more excellent in 
that 40. yeers, then allthe Nation hed heard from their Prophets, 
even from Sasexel to Zesharias, And Jonas thought he had reafon on 
his Gide, to refule to go tothreaten Ninevehs he knew Gods ten- 
dernefie in deftroying his creatures, and he (hould be thought to be 
but afalfe Prophet; and fo itcameto paffe according to his belief, 
"Jonah prayed unto the Lordand fail, Ipray thee Lord, was aut this my 
Jaying when 1 was yet in my countreys therefore 1ft’6, for I knew ths 
wert a gracious Godand merciful, flowtesnger, ani of great kindne/fe, 
and vepenteft thee of the evil: He cold before hand what the event 
would be; and he had reafon to know it; Ged proclaimed tt in a! 
cloud before the face of all Ifrael, and madeitto behis Name, 
Miferator cy mifericors Dews. The Lord, the Lord Goa, mercifull and 
gracious, Orc. | 
You fee the largeneffe of this treafure ; but we can fee noend, for 
we have not yetlooked upon the rare arts of converfion: nor that 
God leaves the natural habit of vertues, even after the acceptation is 
interrupted : nor his working extraregular miracles, befides the 
fufficiency of Mofesand the Prophets, and the New Teftament, 
and thoufands more which we cannot confider now. | 
Butthis wecan, when God fent an Angel to pour plagues upon 
theearth, there were intheir hands Phiale aurea, goldés Pbhials: 
for the death of men # precious and coflly, and it is an expence 
that Goddelights notin: butthey were Phials, thatis, fuch veflels 
as out of them no great evil could come at once: but itcomes out 
with difficulty, fobbing and troubled asit paffes forth: it comes 
thorow a narrow neck, and the parts of it croud at the portto 
getforth, and are ftifled by each othersneighbourhood: and all 
{trive to get out, but few can pafle, as if God did nothing but threa- 
| Gg 3 7 ten 


Jonah. 4. 2. 


Exod. 34. 6. 
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ten, anddraw his judgements to the mouth ten, and draw his judgements to the mouth of the Phial witha fall | A 
body, and there made it ftopit felf. 

The refule of this confidetation is, that as we fear the Divine 
judgements, fothat we adore and love his goodnefle, and let the 
golden chains of the Divine mercy tie ustoa noble profecution of 
our duty and the imerefts of religions For he isthe worft of men 
whom Kindenefle cannot foften, nor endearments oblige, whom 

gratitude cannot tie fa{ter then the bands of life and death :. He is an 
fl naturd finner if he will not comply with the fweetnefles of hea- 
ven, and be civil to his Angel guardian, or obfervant of his Patroz 
God, who made him, and feeds him, and keeps all his faculties, and 
takes care of him; and endures his ‘follies, and waits on him more 
tenderly then a Nurfe, more diligently then a Client, who hath grea- 
cer care of him then hisfather, and whofe bowels yern over him. 
with more compaffion thena mother; who is bountifull beyond 
our needs, and merciful beyond our hopes, and makes capacities in 
ustoreceivemore, Fearisftronger then d-ath, and Lowe is more 
prevalent then Fear, and kindenefe is the greatett endearment of 
Love; and yet to an ingenious perfon ¢ratitud: is greater then all 
thefe, and obliges toa folemn dut Pe when /ove fails, and fear is dud 
and unadtive, and death it felfis defpifed : but the man who is hard- Cc 
ned againft kindnefle, and whofe ‘duty isnot madealive with gra- 
titude, muft be ufed like a flave, and driven like an ox, and inticed 
with goadsand whips: but muftnever enter into the inheritance of 
fons: Let wstake beed: for Mercy is likearainbowe, whichGod 
fet inthecloudsto remember mankinde; itthines here as long as it 
isnot hindred; but we muft never look for it after it is night, and it 
fhines not in the other world: if we refule mercy here, we thal have 
juttice to laa 
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| Sermon. XXVIII. 
| A FVNERAL SERMON, | 


| ; Preached at the Obfequies of the Right Honorable 
: 7 and moft vertuous Lady, a 3 
The Lady FRANCES Countefle of CARBERY: 


Who deceafed Oeber the 9%. 1650. ather Houle Gelden-grove 
uC ARMARTHEN-SHIRE. | 


To the Right Horiorable, and truly Noble, 
- -RicHARDLordVAVGHAN, Earl of Carbery, | 


Baron of Emlias and Molinger, Knight of 
the Honorable Order of the Bath. 


SVE Am not afbamsed to profelfe that 1 pay this part of fervice 
RD) cle to your Lordjbip moft unwillingly: for it 6 a fad office 
) to bethe chief Minifter in the honfe of mourning, and 
5 ®@ to prefent an interefted perfon with a branch of Cypreffe 
Ky anda bottle of tears. And indeed, my Lord, st 
Ya were more proportionable to your needs to bring fome- 
thing that might alleviate your forrow, thento dreffe 
the herfe of ycur Dear Lady, and to furnith it with fach circumflances, 
that it may dwellwith you, and lie in your clofet, and make your pray- 
ers and your retirements more fad and full of weepings. But becanfe 
the Divine providence hath taken from you 4 perfon fo excellent, 4 
woman fit te conver{e with Angels, ana Apofiles, with Saints and Mare 

. byr$, ae 
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My Lord, ee 
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mon | tyrs. give wee leave to prefest you with ber pitture; drawn in littl endin| &\| ~ 
water-colowrs, {ullied indeed with tears and the abrupt accents of areal 
andconforant forrow , but drawn with « faithful bind, and taken frons 
the life: and indeca it were too great aloffc, tobe deprived of her exame- 
ple and of ber ruje, of the original and thecopy too, The age ie very evil 
and deferved her not, but becenfe itis fo evil, it bath the more nced to 
have fuch lives preferucd in memory to inftrwE our picty, or upbraid our 
wickednefe. For now that God bath cut this tree of Paradife down from 
its feat of carth, yet {othe dead trunk may fnpport a part of the declining 
Temple, or at leaft ferve to kindle the fire on the altar. My Lerd, I pray 
God this heap of forrow may {well your picty till t breaks into the grea teft |B 
joyes of God and of religion: andremember, when yon pay a fear upon the 
grave, or to the memory of your Lady ( that dear and moft excetent ful ) 
thst you pay two more; one, of repentance for thofe things that may bave 
canfed this breach; and ancther of joy for the merctes of God to your 
Dear departed Saint, that be bath taken ber intoa place where fhe cer 
weep no more. My Lord, | think | thall, fo long 2s 1 live, that is fo long as 


I ams | 
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| Your Lordthips : | eb 


* moft humble Servant. 


TAYLOR. D 


A 


in 
. 


Pietati (7 Memoria Sacrum. 


Onumentum doloris fingularis, paris fat & conditionis poluit 

Richardws Comes Carberienfis fibi vivo, & mortem nec exoptanti} ° 
necmetuenti: Et dilectiflime fuz Conjugi Francifee Comitiflz in flore 
etatis cafibus puerperii raptz ex amplexibus Sanctiffimi amoris.  Fuit 
illa (defcendat lachrymula Amice Jector ) fuit inter caftiffimas prima, 
inter Conjuges amantiflima, Mater optima: placidi oris,feverz virtutis, |. 
converfationis fuavillime : vultum hilarem fecit bonay——___ 
con{cientia, amabilem, forma plufquam Uxoria.Claris 
Torta Natalibus, fortunam non medio- 
}crem habuit ; erat enim cum Unica Ger- 
mana Heres exafie. Annos XIII, Menfes 
IV, fupra Biduum vixit.in Sandiffimo 
Matrimonio cum SUO quem effufiffi- 
mé dilexit, & fan&é obfervavit ; quem 
novit Prudentiffimum, fenfic Amancif- 
fimum, virum Optimum vidit & lztata 
eft, Enixa prolem Numerofam, pul- 
chram, ingenuam, forme & Spei opti- 
mz; quatuor Mafculos, FrancifcumDo- 
minum Vaughan, Fobannem, Althamum, 
quartum immaturum ; foeminas fex 
Dom: Francifcam, Elixabethas duas, Mari- 
am, Margaretam, & Althamiam[ poft cujus 
_____| partum paucis diebus obdormiit. ] To- |__ 
tam prolem Mafculam( fi demas abortivum illum ) & 
____|foeminas omnes, preter Elizabetham alteram, & Mariam, '|___. 
fuperftites reliquit . Fietatis adedq; Spei plena obiit 1x.OGoebr.M.DC.L, 
Lachrymis fuorum omnium tota irrigua conditur in hocccemeterio, ubj 
cm Deo Opt. Max. vifum fuerit,fperat fe reponendum Conjux mecftif- 
fimus : interea temporis luQui, fed pietati magis vacat, ut in {uo tempore 
fimul letentur Pat tam Vium, tam Nobile, tam ‘Chriftianum in gremio | 
Fein, ufque dum Corone —e aceipiendz in Adventu Domini. 

| MEN. | 


Cum ille vit4 defunQus fuerit, Marmor loquetur, quod adhue 
tacere jubet virtus Modefta: interim vitamejus obferva, & — 
leges quod poftea hic infcriptum amabunt & colent Pofteri. 


Ora cy abi. 


4 
by ‘ 
. 
: o 
7 es 
@ 
’ 
- ‘ 
* t 
. 
® 
' 
= : 
- . 
' 
. - 
, : . 
- e 
. , . 
e - i} 
. 
‘ . 
. . o 
- 
ry 
’ 
- 
t 
. . 
. 
‘ 
’ 
’ 
. 
, 
‘ 
‘ 
’ 
. 
. 
c ‘ . 
. ‘ 
. 5 
bas - 
ro 
. 
s 
a . 
. 
. a 
- , 
. . . - 
' 
‘ - . 
i . 
. 
s e 
. 
a ° 
» 
. Fi . 
. er ; . 
. 1 . 
. 
- 
. a ° 
—_ 
e Par on 
. hae 
> . 
’ 
4 “8 
. 
. a 
. «6 . 
. 
. . 
is . 
. ’ 
. 
- 
. . ' 
‘3 - 
° s 
e « 
. 
ni e g 
. 
. ' > : 
: . 
. 
‘ . 
e 


7 | 357 


WT TT TTyy 
EXONS XOSKO SHOR LOS TORe CAO S2OS IO OL 
PETIT EEE CTH fd 


2 Samuel 14. 14, 


For we muft needs die, and are as water fpilt on the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again : neither doth God re- 
Spett any perfon: yet doth he devife means that bis ba- 
nifoed be not expelled from bim, oe 


, the Temple, fome one amongft them cried out, 
fs)| Uagifter afpice, quales lepides| Maffer behold what 
fair, what great flores are here! Chrift made no 
#i other reply, but foretold their diffolution anda 
4 world of fadnefle and {rrow which fhould bury 
that whole Nation, when the teeming cloud of 
Gods difpleafure fhould producea ftorm, which wasthe daughter 
of the biggeft anger, and the mother of the greateft calamity which 
ever crufhed any of the fons of Adam[ the time thall come, that there 
[hall not be Izft one ftone upon another, | The whole Templeand the 
Religion, the Ceremonies ordained by God, andthe Nation belu- 
_ | ved by God, and the Fabrick erected for the fervice of God ,fhall rum 
to their own period, and lie downin their feverall graves. What- 
) | foéver had a beginning can alfo have an ending, and it fhall die, ua- 
leffe it be daily watered with the purls flowing from the fountain 
of life, and refrefhed with the det of Heaven and the wells of God. 
| And therefore God had — atreein Paradife to have fuppor- 
ted Adam inhis artefi:iall tomortality: Ttmmortality was notin his| 
nature. but in the hands, and arts, in the favour and fuperadditi- 
onsof God, Man was alwayes the fame mixture of heat and cold, 
of drynefle and moifture; everthe fame weak thing, apt to feel re- 
bellion in the humors and to fuffer the evils of a civil war in his body 
‘| naturall: and therefote health and life wasto defcénd upon him 
from Heaven, anid he wasto fuck life fromm a treé on earth; bim- | 
{elf being but ingraffed into atree of life, and adopted into the con- 
dition of an immortall nature: But hee that in the beft of his 
dayes was but a Cién of this tree of life, by his finne was cut off 
from thence quickly, and planted upon thorns, and his portion 
was for ever afte:among the flowers, which to day {pring = 
, look 


SERMON 
XXVIIL, 


A Funeral Sermon. 


S ERMON | look like health and beauty, and inthe evening they are fick, and at| A 
XXVIII. | night are dead, and the oven is their grave. Andas before, even 


from our firft [pring from the duft of ‘the earth, we might have died 
if we had not been preferved by the continual! flux of a rare provi- 
dence: fo now that we are reduced to the laws of our own nature, 
we mf? aceds dre, Tt isnaturall, and therefore neceflary 5 It is be- 
come a punifhment to us, and therefore it is unavoidable, and God 
hath bound the evil upon us by binds of naturall and infeparable 


| propriety, and by a fupervening unalterable decree of Heaven : and 


we are fallen from our privilege, and are returned to the condition, 
of beaft, and buildings, and commonthings: And we fee Temples 
defiled unto the ground, and they die by Sacrilege: and great Em- 
pires die by their own plenty and eafe, full humorsand factious Sub- 
jets: and huge buildings fall by their own weight, and the violence 
of many winterseating and confuming the cement, whieh is the mar- 
row of their bones: and Princes die likethe meaneft of their fer- 
vants: and every thing findes a grave and a tomb; and the very tomb 
it felf dies by the bigneffe of its pompoufneffe and luxury. 


oe Phario nutantia pondera faxo 
Que cineri vanus dat ruiture labor, 


and becomes as friable and uncombined duftas the afhes of the Sin- 
ner or the Saint that lay under it, and is now. forgotten in his bed of 
darknefle: And to this Catalogue of mortality Man is inrolled with 
a [ Stitutam eff | It ts appointed for all men onceto die, and after dcath 
comes judgements andif a mancan be ftronger then nature, or can 
wreftle with a degree of Heaven, orcan efcape froma Divine pu- 
nifhment by his own arts, fothat neither the power nor the provi- 
dence of God, nor the laws of nature, nor the bands of eternal! pre- 
deftination can hold him, then he may live beyond the fate and pe- 


| riod of flefh, and laft longer then a flower: But if all chefe can hold 


us and tie us to conditions, then we muft lay our heads down upon a 
turfe, and entertain creeping things in the cels and little chambers of 
our eyes,and dwell with worms till time and death fhall be no mere. 
We muft needs die | That'sour fentence. But thats not all. 

Wee are as water (pilt onthe ground, which cannot be gathered up a 
gain | Stay. 1. We areas water, weak and of no confiftence,alwayes 
defcending, abiding ia no certain place, unletfe where weeare de- 
tained with violence: and every little breath of winde makes 
us rough andtempeftuous, and troubles our faces: every trifling 


accident difcompofes us; and as the face of the waters wafting in | 
a ftorm, fowrinkles it felf, that it makes upon its fore-head fur- |: 
rows deep and hollow like a grave: fodo our great and little cares |_ 
and trifles, firft make the wrinkles of ald age, and thenthey dig a|:_ 
grave for us: And there is in nature nothing fo contemptible, || 

: ott 


- —— i E> 


A Funeral Sermon. 


| 359 


oe ee 8 Oe eee 


i 
| 


‘but it may meet withusin fuch circumftances, that it may be too SERMON 


hard for usin our weaknefles: and the fting of a Beeisa weapon | 


(harp enough to pierce the finger of achilde, or the lip of aman: 
and thofe creatures which nature hath left without weapons, yet 
they are armed fufficiently to vex thofe’ parts of men which are left 
defenfelefle and obnoxious to a Sun-beam, tothe roughnefle of a 
fower grape, to the unevennefle of a gravel-ftone, to the duft of a 
wheel, or the unwholefome breath of a ftar looking awry upon 4 
finner. 7 

2. But befides the weaknefles and natural! decayings of our bo- 
dies, if chances and contingencies be innumerable, then no man 
can reckon our dangers, and the przternatural caufes ofour deaths. 
So that he isa vain perfon whofe hopes of life are too confidently 
increafed by reafon of his health: and he is too unreafonably ti- 
morous, who thinks his hopesat an end when he dwels in ficknefle. 
For men die without rule; and with; and without occafions; and 
no man fufpecting or forefeeing any of deaths addrefles, and no 
man inhis whole condition is weaker then another. A manind 
long Confumption is fallen under one of the folemnities and pre- 
parationsto death: but atthe fame inftant the moft healthful! per- 
fon is as neer death, upona more fatal], anda more fudden, buta 
lefle difcerned caufe, There are but few perfons upon whofe 
foreheads every man can read the fentence of death written inthe 
lines of a lingring ficknefle, but they ( fometimes) hear the paf- 
fing-bel] ring for ftronger men, even long before their own knell! 
calls atthe houfe of their mother toopen her womband makea 
bed forthem. No manis furer of to morrow then the weakeft of 
his brethren: and when Lepidws and Aafidiws {tumbled at the thre- 
fhold of the Senate and fell down and died, the blow came from 
heaven in acloud, but it {truck more fuddenly then upon the poor 
flave that made {port uponthe Theatre witha premeditated and 
foredefcribed death: Gnod quifque vitet, aunquant bomini [itis cau- 
tune eft in horas. There are ficknefles that walkin darkneffe, and 
there areexterminating Angels that fly wrape upin the curtains of 
immateriality and an uncommunicating nature; whom wecannot 
fee, but we feel their force and fink under their fword ,' and from 
heaven the vail defcends that wraps our heads in the fatal fentence. 
There isno age of man but it hath proper to it felf fome pofterns 
and out-lets for death, befides thofe infinite and open ports out of 
which myriads of men and women every day paffe into the dark 
‘andthe land of forgetfulnefle. Jnfancie hath life but in éffigie, of 
like a {park dwelling in a pile of wood : the candle is fo newly light- 


ed, that every little fhaking of the taper, and every ruder breath 


of air, puts it out, and itdies. Childbood is fo tender, and yet fo 


XXVIII, 


Ze 
jt 


unwary; fo fofttoall the imprefhans of chance, ‘and yet fo for= | 
ward torunintothem, that God knew there could beno fecurity 
7 Hh 


without |. 
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$ ERMON | Without the care and vigilance of an Angel keeper: andthe eyesof A 
-yxvutt | Parents, andthe arms of Nurfes the provifions of art, and all the 
" | effects of Humane love and Providence are not fufficient to keep 
one childe from horrid mifchiefs, from ftrange and early calamities 
and deaths, unlefle a meflenger be fent from heaven to ftand fenti- 
nell, and watch the very playings and the flcepings, the eatings and 
the drinkings of the children; and itis a long time before nature 
makes them capable of help: for there are many deaths, and very 
many difeafes to which poor babes are expofed ; but they have but 
very few capacities of phyfick; to fhew, that infancy is as liable 
to deathas old age, and equally expofed to danger, and equally 
uncapable of a remedy: with this onely difference, that old age 
hath difeafes incurable by nature, and the difeafes of child-hood 
are incurable by art; and both the ftates are the next heirs of 
death. | | 

| 3. Butall the middle way the cafe is altered. Nature is {trong, | . 

3° | and artis aptto giveeafeand remedy: But ftill, thereis no fecu- 
rity; andthere, the cafeisnot altered, 1 For there are fo many 
| difeafes in men that are not underltnod. 2 So inany new ones eve- 
ryyear. 3 Theold onesare fochanged incircumftance and inter- 
mingled with fo many collateral complications, 4 The Symptoms | 

are oftentimes fo alike, 5 Sometimes fo hiddenand fallacious 
6 Sometimes none at all ( as in the moft fudden and the moft dan- 
gerousimpofthumations.) 7 And then the difeafes inthe inward 
parts of the body, are oftentimes fuch, to which no application 
canbemade, 8 They are fo far off, that the effeés of all medi- 
cines can no otherwife come tb them, then the effe@ and juices 
of all meats, that is, not till after two or three alterations; and 
decoctions , which change the very {peciesof the medicament. 
9 Andafter allthis, very many principles in theart of Phyfick, 
are founcertain, that after they have been believed feven or eight 
ages, and that upon them much of the practife hath been eftablith- 
ed ; they come to be confidered-by a witty tan, and others eftablith- 
ed in their ftead; by which men mutt practife, and by which 
three or four generations of men more (as happens ) muft live or 


: ck, and they take things 


die.. 10 And all this whilethe men are fj 
that certainly -make them ficker for the prefent, and very uncer- 
tainly reftore health for the future: that it may appear of whata 
large extent is humane calamity ; when Gods providence hath not | 
onely made it weak and miferable, upon the certain ftock of a vari- 
ous nature, and upon theaccidents of an infinite contingency ; but 
even from the remedies-which are appointed, our dan | 


gers and our 
troubles are certainly increafed: fo that wee may well be likened 


to water; our nature is no {tronger, our abcad no more certain ; 
If the fluces. be opened, it falls away and runneth apace; if itscur- 
rent be ftopped, it {wells and grows troublefome, and {pils over 


with 
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FO eee eet a eee ea ee Wyre ee pene eat eee hee ee oa pee = ere, eee 
A _ with a greater diffufion;Ifit be made to ftand fill it putrifiessandall | S ERMon 
thiswedo. For, : XXVHL 
4. Inall the procefle of our health we are running to our grave: 
we open our own {luces by vicioufneffe, and unworthy actions; we 
| pour io drink, and let out life; we encreafe difeafes and know-not 
how to bearthem; we ftrangle our felves with our own intem pe- 
|rance; we fuffer the feavers andthe inflammations of luft, and we 
quench our fouls with drunkenneffe; we bury our under{tandings | 
in loads of meat and furfets: and then we lie down upon our beds, 
and roar with pain and difquietnefle of our fouls: Nay, we kill one 
B | anothers fouls and bodies with violence and folly, with the effects 
| of pride and uncharitablenefle 5 we live and die like fools, and bring 
anew mortality upon our felves; wars and vexatious cares, and pri- 
vate duels, and publikedifarders, and every thing that is unreafo- 
nable, and every thing that is violent : fo that now we may adde this 
fourth gate tothe grave: Befides Nature and Chance, and the miftakes 
of art, men die with their ows fis, and then enter into the grave 
in hafte and paflion, and pull the heavy {tone of the monument up- 
ontheirownheads. And thus we make our felves like water {pile 
on the ground ; we throw away out lives as if they were unprofita- 
c | ble, ¢ and indeed moft ren make them fo) we let our years flip 
| through our fingers like water ; and nothing is to be feen, but like a 
fhowr of tears upon a {pot of ground ; thereis a grave digged, anda 
folemn mourning, and a great talk in the neighbourhood, and when 
the dayes are finifhed, they fhall be, and they fhall be remembred 
nomore: And that’ like water too, when it is (pile, 2¢ ¢qumot be ga- 
thered up again, a | 
| There isno redemption from the grave. 
inter fe usortales mstna vivunt 
Et quafs curfores vitai lampadatrandeat. 
D| Meniive in their courfe and by turns: their light burns awhile, |. 
and then it bums blew and faint, and men go to converfe with Spi- 
rits, and then they reach the taper to another 5 andas the hours of 
ye(terday can never return again, {fo neither can the man whole 
hours they were,and who lived them qver once,he fhal] never come 
to live them again, andlivethem better. When Lazarm, and the 
widows fon of Naim, and Tabiths, and the Saints that appeared in 
Jerufalem at the refurrection of our bleffed Lord, arofe; they came 
into this world, fomeas f{trangers onely to makea vifit, and all of 
them to manifeft a glory: but none came upon the ftock of anew 
| life, or entred upon the {tage as at firft, or to perform the courfe 
E | of a new nature: and therefore it is obfervable, that we never 
read of any wicked perfon that was raifed from thedead: Dives 
wauld fain have returned to his brothers houfe : but neither he, nor 
any from him could be fent: but al] the reft inthe New Tefta- 
ment( one onely excepted ) were a to have been holy per- 
| | 2 ons, 
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: | fons, or elfe by their age were declared innocent. Lszerus was belo- | A 
: sea ved of Chrift, thole foals that appeared at the refurreCtion were the 
ere fouls of Saints: Tadithe raifed by Saint Peter wasa charitable and a 
holy Chriftian: andthe maiden of twelve yeersold, raifed by our 
bleffed Saviour, had not eatred into the regions ef choice and finful- 
nefle : and the onely exception of the widdows fon, is indeed none 
at all ; for init the Scripture is wholy filent 5 and therefore itis very 
probable that the fame procefie was ufed, God in all other inftances 
having chofen to exemplifie his miracles of nature to purpofes of 
the Spirit, and imfpiritual capacities. So that although the Lord of 
nature did break the bands of nature in fome inftances, to manifeft | B 
his glory to fucceeding, great and never failing purpofes; yet (be- 
fides that this (hall be no more ) it was al (0 in(tanced in fuch perfons 
who were’ holy and innocent, and within the verge and compre- 
henfions of eternall mercy. -We never read that a wicked perfon 
felt fuch a miracle, or was raifed from the grave to trie the fecond 
time for a Crown ; but where he fell, there he fell down dead, and 
faw the light no more. a 
This confideration I intend to you asa fevere Monitor, andan 
advice ofcarefulnefle, that you order your affairs fothat you may 
be partakers of the firft refurrection, that is, from finneto grace, |C 
from the death of vitious habits, to the vigour, life and efficacy of 
an habitual righteoufnefle: For (as it happened to thofe perfons in 
the New Teftament now mentioned, tothem (I fay ) inthe lite- 
rall fence) Ble(fed ave they that hive part sx the Jirfh refarrection, apon 
theme the fecond ‘death fhall have xo power : meaning that they who 
by the power of Chrift and his holy Spirit were raifed to life again, 
were holy and bleffed fouls, and fuch who were written in the book 
_ | of God 5 and that this grace happened to no wicked and vitious per- 
fon: fo it is moft true in the {pirituall and intended fence: You one-| 
ly that ferve God in a holy life; you-who are not dead in tre{pafles | D 
and finns; you who ferve God with an early diligence and an. Wn- 
. ° | wearted induftry, and a holy religion, you,and you onely thal] come 
to life eternal, you onely thall be called from death to life, the reft 
_ | of mankinde fhall never live again, but pafle from death to death ; 
from one death to another, toa worfe: from thedeath of the body, 
to the eternal death of body and foul: and therefore in the Apo- 
{tles Creed there is no mention made of the refurrection of wicked 
perfons: but of the refurreétion of the body to everlafting life. The 
wicked indeed fhall be haled forth from their graves, from their 
everlafting prifons, where in chains of darknefle they are kept un- | © 
tothe judgement of the great day: But this therefore cannot be cal- 
led én fenfs favoris, a returrection,but the folemnities of, the eternall 
death: Itis nothing but anewcapacit y of dying again, fucha dy- 
ing as cannot fignifie re{t; but where death means nothing but an 
intolerable and never-ceafing calamity: and therefore thefe words 
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A-: of my Text are otherwife to be underftood of the wicked,otherwife SERMON 
of the godly : The wicked are fpilt like water and fhall never bega-| xxvii, 
thered up again ; no not in the gatherings of eternity ; They fhall be 
put into the veflels of wrath and fet upon the flames of hell; but that 
is not 4 gathering, buta fcattering from the faceand prefence of 
God. But the Godly alfo come under the fenfe of thefe words. 
They defcend into their graves, — and fhallno more be reckoned a- 
mong the living ; they have no concernmentin all that is doneunder 
the Sun, «/gamemnon hath no more todo withthe Turks armies in- 
| | ¢ading and poffefling that part of Greece where he reigned, then 
p | had the Hippocentaur, whonever had a beeing: and Cicero hath no 
: more intere(t in the prefent evils of Chriftendome, then we have to 
| do with his boafted dilcovery of (st:izescon{piracie. What is it to 
me that Rome was taken by the Gauls? and whatisit now to 
Camillus if different religions be tolerated among{t us? Thefe things 
that now happen concernthe living, and they are made the fcenes 
of our duty or danger refpe@ively: and when our wives are dead 
and fleep in charnell houfes, they arenot troubled when we laugh] 
loudly at the fongs fung at the next marriage feaft; nor dothey 
envy when another fnatches away the gleanings of their hufbands 


Itistrue they envie not, and they lie ina bofome where there can 
benomurmure, and they that are. confignedto Kingdoms, and to 
she feaft of che marriage-fupper of the Lamb,the glorious and eter- 
nall Bride-greom of holy fouls, they cannot think our marriages 

| here, ourlighter laughings, and vain rejoycings confiderable asto 
them. And yet theres arclation continued fill. Ariftotle faid, that 
no affirm the dead take no thought for the good of the living is a dif- 
-paragementto the laws.of that friendfhipwhichan-their ftate of fe- 
|.parationithey cannot betempted.to refcind. And:the Church hath 
___ {taught in general ehat they pray ‘for us, they recommend to God 
‘D | theftate ofall their Relatives, in the-wnion of the interceffion that 
-ourblefled:Lord makes for them,andus: and ‘Saint Aysbrofe gave: 
fome things in charge to his dying brother Sstynus, ithathefhould: 
do for himin the other world: he gave it him (I fay ) when he’ 
was dying, not when he was dead, And certain it is that though our, 
| dead friends affection to us is not to'be eftimated according to our | 
low conceptions, yet itis not Jefle, but much more ghen ever it was5 
‘1¢is greater in degree, and of another kind. — 
‘But then we fhould do well alfa to remember, that in this world 
-E | ave are fomething befides fleth and blood; that we may oot,without 
violent necefLties run into new. relations, . but; preferve, the affeai- 
oas.we bear.to our dead when they werealive : We muftnot fo 
live asifthey were perifhed, but fo as preting forward. to the moft 
| intimate participation of the communion of Saints, And we alfo 
have fome wayesto exprefle this relation, and to bear a partin this 
| H ha communion, 
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S eRMON |COmmunion, by actions of intercourfe with them, and yet proper to; A 
XXVIIL | our ftate: fuch as are {tridly performing the will ofthe dead, pro- 
| viding for, and tenderly and wifely educating theirchildren, paying 
their debts, imitating their good example, preferving their memo- 
ries privately, and publikely keeping their memorials, and defiring 
of God with hearty and conftant prayer,that God would give them 
ajoyfull refurrection, and a mercifull judgement, (for {oS. Pasl 
2 Tim.r.18,| prayed in behalf of Oncfpborus ) that God would fhew them * mserey ix 
| shat day, that fearfull, and yet much to be defired day, in which the 
moft righteous perfon hath need of much mercy and pity, and fhall 
findeit, Now thefe inftances of duty flew that the relation remains 
{till ; and though the Reli& ofa man or woman hath liberty to con- 
trac new relations; yet I donot finde they have liberty tocaft off 
the old; as if there were no fuch thing as immortality of fouls. Re- 
member that we fhall converfe together again: let us therefore ne- 
ver do any thing of reference to them which we fhall be afhamed of 
in the day when all fecrets fhall be difcovered, and that we fhall 
meet again in the prefenceofGod- Inthe meantime, God watch- 
eth concerning all their intereft, and he wi'l in his time both difco- 
ver and recompenfe, For though, as to us, they are like water {pile, 
et, toGod, they areas water fallen into the fea, fafe and united in C 
his comprehenfion, and inclofures, : | } 
But we are not yet pafled the confideration of the fentence: This 
defcending to the grave is the lot of all men. [ seith-r doth Ged refpect 
the perfor of any wan | The rich is not protected for favour, nor the 
poor for pity, the old man is not reverenced for his age, nor the in- 
boat regarded for his tendernefle; youth and beauty, learning and 
prudence, wit and ftrength lie down equally in the difhonours of 
thegrave. All men, and all natures, and all perfons refift the addref- 
{es and folemnities of death, and f{trive to preferve a miferable and 
an unpleafant life ; and yet they all fink down and die, For fo have | D 
I een the pillars ofa building affifted with artificiall props bending "~ 
under the preflure of a roof, and pertinacioufly refifting the infalli- 
ble and prepared ruine, | : 


— Donec certa dies omni compace folut é 
— Apfuns cum rebys fubrust saxilinn, 


till che determined day comes, and then the burden funk upon the 
pillars, and difordered the aids and auxiliary rafters into a common 
ruine and a ruder gtave: fo are the defires and weak arts of man, 
with litele aids and affliftances ofcare and phyfick we ftrive to fup-| E 
port our decaying bodies, and to put off the evil day; but quickly 
that day will come, and then neither Angelsnor men can refcué 
us from our grave; but the roof finks down upon the walls, and 
the walls defcend to the foundation; and the beauty of the face, 
and the difhonours of the belly, the difcerning head and the fervile 


feet, 
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A / feet, the thinking heart, and the working hand, the eyes andthe guts /g yp yoy 
together fhall be crufh'd into the confufion of aheap, and dwell: yyy; ft 
with creatures of an equivocall production, with wormsand [er- | 
pents, the fons and daughters of our own bones, in a houle of dirt 
and darknefle, 

Letnot us think to be excepted or deferred. If beauty, or wit, | 
or youth, or Noblenefle, or wealth,or vertue could have beena de- 
fence, and anexcufe from the grave, we had not met here to day 
to mourn upon the herfe of anexcellent Lady; and God onely | 
knows for which of us next the mourners fhall go about the {treets, 

p | oF weep in houfes, | | 

Zevs 2 wey Ot, Wad Sdvallos Sool dL rob I, y. 

Owaclipg Savaze10 TAQ weap dusvoy Stiy. , 

We have lived fo many yeers; and every day and every minuite 
.| we make an efcape from thofe thoufands of dangers and deaths that 
‘| encompafle us round about: and fuch efcapings we muft reckon to 
be anextraordinary fortune, and therefore that it cannot laft long. 
Vain are the thoughts of Man, who when he is young or health- 
full, thinks he hath a long threed of lifetorun over, and that itis 
violent and ftrange for young perfons to die 3 and naturall and 

€ | proper onely for the aged. It is as naturall fora mantodie by 
drowning asby a feaver: And what greater violence or more un- 
natural] thing isit,that the horfe threw his Rider intothe river,then 
that a drunken meeting caft him into a fever; and the {trengths of 
youth are as foon broken by the {trong ficknefles of youth, and 
the ftronger intemperance, as the weaknefle of old age by a 
cough, oranafthma, or acontinuall rheume: Nay, itis wore ze- 
tyrall for young-Men and Women to die, then for old; becaufe 
thatis more saturall which hath more naturall caufes; and that 

- {is more naturall which is moft common: but to die with age is an 
ED |extremerare thing; and there are more perfons carried forth to 
burial! before the five and thirtieth yeer of their age then after it. 
And therefore let no vain confidence make you hope for long life. 
Ifyou have lived but little, and are ftill in youth, remember that 
now you are in your biggeft throng of dangers both of body and 
foul; andthe proper fins of youth to which they rufh infinitely 
and without confideration, are alfothe proper a immediate in- 
{trumentsofdeath. Butifyoubeold you have efcaped long and 
| wonderfully, and the time of your efcaping is out : you muft not 
for ever think to live upon wonders, or that God will work mira- 
cles to fatisfie your longing follies,and unreafonable defires of living 
longer to fin and to the world.Go home and think to die, and what 

you would choofe to be doing-when youdie, that dodaily 5 for 

you will all come to that paffe, to rejoyce that you did fo, or with 

that you had: that will be the condition ofevery one of us ; for God 


regerdeth no mans per fon, es 
Well !:. 


Cy 
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Sermen| Well! butall this you wiltthink is but a fad tory. What? we| A 
xxvir, | muft die, and go to darknefle and difhonour ; and we muft die quick. 

" lhy, and we muft quit all our delights, and all our fins, or do worle, 
infinicely worfe 5 and this is the condition of us all from which none | 
canbe excepted; every man fhall be {plit and’ fall into the ground, 
and be gatvercd up no more. Is there no comfort after all this? foall 

| we go frou hence and be no more feen, and have no recompente, 


Mier. 6 mifer, atunt, omnis adensit 
Una dies infaafta mibi tet premia vite. 


Shall we exchange our fair dwellings foracoffine, our fofter beds |B 
forthe moiltned and weeping turf, and our pretty chifdren for 
worms, and isthere noallay to this huge calamity? Yes, thereis, 
There isa (_ye# ]inthe Text: [ For all ths, yet doth God devife means 
that his bani(hed be not expelled from him. "| All this forrow and trouble 

is buta phantafme, and receives its account and degrees from our 
prefent conceptions and the proportion to our relifhes and ouft. 

. When Pompey {aw the Ghoft of his firft Lady Julia, who vexed 
his reft and his con{cience for fuperinducirig Coraelia upon her bed, 
within the ten moneths of mourning, he prefently fancied it, either 
to be an iljufion, or elfe that death could be no very gteat evil. C 


etut nibil eft fenfus animis in morte relitium, 
Cat mors pla nibit~—— —~ 


Ai 


Either my dead wife knowes not of my unhandfome matriage, and 
forgetfulnefle of her 5 or if the does, then the dead live. 


longa ,canitis ff cognita, vite 
Mors necdte eft ——— : | 
Deathis nothing but the middle point between two lives, between 
this and another: concerning which comfortable myftery theholy | p 
Scripture inftructs our faith, and entertains our hope in thefe words, 
God 1s {till the God of Abrabam, Ifaak, and Ficobs for all dolive 
tohim: and the fouls of Saints are with Chrift: 7 defire to be 
diffolved (faithS. Paul ) and tobe with Chrift, for that is much better : 
ViderCor. |and, Bleffed are the dead that die in the Lord s they refi from their 
ane qr6, | /4bours, and their works follow them: For we know, that if our carth- 
Revel.14.13. | ly bonfe of this tabernacle were diffelved, we have a building of God, 
feast a houfe not made with bands, eternall in the heavens: and this {tate 
&6. | of feparation S. Pas! calls, « being abfest from the body, and being 
prefent with theLerd: This is one of ‘Gods means which he hatis | E 
devifed, that although our Dead are like pérfons banithed from this 
world, yet they are not expelled from'God - They are in the hands 
of Chrift; they are sm his prefeace ; they are, or fhall be cloathed with 
ahonfe of Gods making they ref} from all their labcurss all tears 
are wiped frou thes cyes, and all difcontents from their {pirits ; 


and 
. — 
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\A | and inthe ftate of feparation before the foul be re-invefted withher SERMON. 
new houfe the fpirits of all perfons are with God, fo fecuredandfo, xxviit, 
blefled, and fo fealed up for glory, that this ftate of interval and im- 
perfection is in refpect of its certain event andend, infinitely more 
' defirable then all the riches, and all the pleafures, and all the vani- 
ties, and all the Kingdoms of this world. | 
I will not venture to determine what are the circumftan- | - 
ces of the abode of Holy Souls in their feparate dwellings; 
and yet poflibly that might be eafier then to tell what or how the] 
foul is and works in this world, where itis in the body tanquam 
B 24 alena domo, as in a prifon, in fetters and reftraints: for here 
the foul is difcompofed and hindred, it is not as it fhall be, as/- 
it ought to be,as it was intended to be; it is not permitted to.itsown 
freedom, and proper operations fo that all chat we can under- 
ftand of it here, is that itis fo incommedated witha troubled and |- 
abated inftrument, that the objec we aretoconfider cannot be 
offered tousinaright line, in juft and equal propofitions, or if 
it could, yet becaufe we are to underftand the foul by the foul, it 
becomes not onely a troubled and «bu/ed obje%, buta crooked in- 
rument, and we here can confider it, juft as a weak eye can be- 
‘hold a ftaffe thruft into the waters of a troubled river ; the very wa- 
ter makesa refraction, and the ftorm doubles the refraétion, and 
the water of the eye doubles the {pecies, and there is nothing right 
inthe thing, the objec is out of its juft place, and the medium is 
troubled, andthe organ is impotent: 4t eum exrerit C» in liberum| - 
celum quafi in domum {nem venerit, when the foul isentred imo 
her own houfe, into the free regions of the reft and theneighbour- 
hood of heavenly joyes, then its operations are more {piritual, 
proper, and proportioned to its being; and though we cannot 
fee at fuchadiftance, yet the object is more fitted if we hadaca- 
pable underftanding; it is init felf in a more excellent and fre 
D | condition. — : 
Certain itis, that the body does hinder many actions of the foul: 
itis an Imperfect body, andadifeafed brain, ora violent paffion 
that makes fools: no man hatha foolifh foul: and the reafonings 
of men have infinite difference and degrees by reafon of the bodses 
conftitutton, Among beafts which have no reafon, there isa great- 
er likenefle then between men; who have: and as by faces it is eafi- 
ertoknow a manfromaman, thena fparrow from a{parrow, or 
a {quirrel froma fquirrel: fo the difference is very great in our 
E | fouls: which difference, becaufe it is not origmally in the foul ( and 
indeed cannot be in fimple and fpiritual fubftances of the fame fpe- 
cies or kind) it muft needs drive wholy from the bedy, from its 
accidents arid circum{tances: from whence it follows, that. be- | 
caufe the body cafts fetters and reftraints, hinderances andimpedi- | —s- 
ents upon the foul, that the foulis much freer m the ftate of f{¢- 
le paration | 


eee 
nee 
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SERMON paration; and ifit hath any act of life, itis much more noble and| A 
XXVIII. | expedite. 
That the foul is alive after ourdeath, S. Pss/ affirms [ Chri? 
rThefs.10. | dred for ws, that whetber we wake or flrep, we fhonidlive together with 
him, | Nowit were ftrange that we fhould bealive, and live with 
Chrift, and yet dono act of life: the body whenit isafleep does 
many: and if the foul doesnone, the principle is lefle a@ive then 
the inftrument; but if it does any ac atallin feparation, it mutt 
neceffarily be an act or effect of underftanding ; there is notbing 
elfe it can do. Butthisitcan. For it is but a weak and an un- 
learned propofition to fay, That the foul can do nothing of itfelf,| p 
nothing without the phantafmes and provifions of the body.. For 
1, In this life the foul hath one principle clearly feparate, abftract- 
edand immaterial, Imean, the Spirit of grace, which isa principle 
of life and action, and in many inftances does not at all communi- | 
cate with matter, as in the infufion, fuperinduction and the creation 
of {piritual graces, 2, As nutrition, generation, eating and drink- 
| ing are actions proper to the body and its {tate: fo, extafies, vifions, 
raptures, intuitive knowledge, and confideration of ittelf, a@s of 
volition, and reflex acts of underftanding are proper tothe foul, 
3. And therefore itis obfervablethatS, Paul {aid that be kaew not} C 
whether bis vifions and raptures were in or ont of the body: for by 
that we fee his judgement of the, thing, that one was as likely as 
the other, neither of them impofhble or unreafonable; and there- 
fore that the foul is as capable of action alone asin conjunction. 
4. If in the ftate of bleffednefle there are {ome actions of the foul 
which doe not paffe through the body, fuch as contemplation of 
God, and converfing with {pirits, and receiving thofe influences 
and rare immiflions which coming from the Holy and myfterious 
Trinity make upthe crown of glory; it follows that the necefli- 
ty of the bodies miniftery is but during the ftate of this life, and D 
along as it converfes withfire and water, and lives with corn 
and flefh, and is fed by thefatisfa@ion of material appetites; 
which neceflity and manner of converfation when it ceafes, it 
can be no longer neceffary for the {cul to be ferved by phantafmes 
and material reprefentations. 5, And therefore when the body 
fhall be re-united, it thall be fo ordered, that then the body fhall 
confefle it gives not any thing, but receives all its being and opera- 
tion, its manner and abode from the foul, and that then it comes 
not to ferve a neceflity, but to partake a glory. For as the operati- 
ons of the foul in this life, begin inthe body, and by it the obje@is | E 
tranfmitted to the foul: fothen they thall begin in the foul and pafs | __ 
tothebody; and as she operations of the foul by reafon of its de- 
pendence on the body are awimal, atural and material ; fointhe 
refurreCtion, the body thall be fpiritual by reafon of the preeminence, 
influence, and prime operation of the foul. Now between thefe 
| two 
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junction. 

To all which I adde this confideration : That our fouls have the 
fame condition that Chrifts foul had in the ftate of feparation; be- 
caufe he took on bim all our nature, and all our condition; and it 
is certain, Chrifts foul inthe three dayes of his feparation did exer- 
cife atts of life, of joy and triumph, and did not fleep, but vifited 
the foulsof the Fathers, trampled uponthe pride of Devils, and 
fatisfied thofe longing fouls which were Prifoners of hope, and from 
all this we may conclude, that the fouls of all the fervants of Chrift 
are alive, and therefore do the actions of life, and proper to their 
ftate; andtherefore itis highly probable chat the foul works clea- 
rer, and underftands brighter, and difcourfes wifer, and rejoyces 
louder, and loves noblier,and defires purer,and hopes ftronger then 
it can do here. : | 
But ifthefe Arguments fhould fail, yet the felicity of Gods Saints 
cannot fail. Forfuppofe, the body to be a neceflary inftrument but 
out of tune, and difcompofed by fin and anger, by accident and 
chance, by defect and imperfections, yet, that it is better then none 
at all ; and that if the foul worksimperfectly with an imperfeé bo- 
dy, that then fhe works notat all when fhe hath none ; and fuppofe 
aifo that the foul fhould be as much without fenfe or perception in| 
death,asit is in a deep fleep, which is the image and fhadow of death; 
yet then God devifes other means that his banifhed be not expelled 
-.|fromhim. For, | 

2, God will reftore the foul to the body, and raife the body to 
fach a perfection, that it fhall be an Organ fit to praife him upon; 
it fhall be made fpiritual to minifter to the foul, when the foul is tur- 
| nedinto a fpirit. then the foul thall be brought forth by Angelsfrom 

her incomparable and eafie bed, from her reft in Chrifts Holy Bos 
fome, and be made perfect in her being, and.in all her operations | 
And this fhall firft appear by that perfection ‘which the foul fhall re= 
| ceive asin{trumental tothe laft judgement: forthen the fliall fee 
cleerly all the Records of this world, all thie Regifter of het own 
memory. For all that we did in this life, is laid up in our memo- 
ries: and though duft and forgerfulnefle be drawnuponthem, yet 
when God (hall lift us from our duft,.then thall appear clearly all 
that we have done, written in the Tables of our confcience, which 
isthe fouls memory. We {ce many timés,.atid in many inftance’, 
that a great memory is hindered’and put ont, arid'we thirty yeers | 
after come to think of fomething that lay fo long: under a ‘curtain’; | _ 
we think of it fuddenly and without a line of deduQion, or proper. 

| confequence: And all thofe famous memorfies, of Sinonides and 
Theodectes, of Hortenfims and Seneca, of Sceptins Metrodorus and Car- | 
| weades, \ 
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S ERMON | #eades, OF Cynezs the Embafladour of Pyrrhus, are onely the Re- A 
xxviit, \cords better kept, and lefle difturbed by accident and difeafe. For| 
even the memory of Hereds fon of Athens, of Bathyllus and the dul- 
left perfon now aliveis fo great, and by God made fo {urea record 
of all that ever he did, that afloon as ever God fhall but tune our in- 
{trument, and draw the curtains, and but light up the candle of im- 
mortality, there wee fhall finde it all, there we fhall fee all, and all 
the world fhall {ee all; then wee fhall be made fit toconverfe with 
God after the manner of f{pirits ; we fhall be like to Angels. - 
Inthe meantime, although upon the perfwafion of the former 
difcourfe, it be highly probable that the fouls of Gods fervants do | B 
live in a {tate of prefent bleflednefle;, and inthe exceeding joyes of 
a certain expectation of the revelation of the day of the Lord, and 
the coming of Jefus, yet it will concern us onely to fecure our ftate 
by holy living, and leave the event to God; that (as Saint Pex! 
faid ) whether prefent or abfent, whether fleeping or waking, 
whether perceiving or perceiving not,wee may be accepted of him: 
that when wee are banithed this world, and from the light of the 
Sunne, we may not beexpelled from God, and from the light of his 
countenance, but that from our beds of forrows, our fouls may 
pafle intothe bofome of Chrift, and from thence to his right hand | C 
in theday of fentence: For wee mutt all appear before the judge- 
ment feat of Chrift, and then if we have done well in the body, we 
fhall never be expelled from the beatificall prefence of God, but be |. 
domefticks of his family, and heirs of his Kingdom, and partakers 
of his glory, . Amen, 


Have now done withmy Text, but yetam to make you ano- 
ther Sermon, I have told; you the neceffity and the ftate of 
death ; it may be too largely for fuch a fad ftory; I thall therefore | D 
now witha better compendium teach you how tolive, by telling 
you a plaine narrative of a life, which if you imitate and write 
after the copy, it will make, that death thall not bee an evil, buta 
thing to be defired, and to be reckoned amongft the purchafes and 
advantages of your fortune. When AMéerthe and Maery went to 
weep over the grave of their brother , Chrift met them there and 
preacheda Funeral Sermon, difcourfing of the refurre@tion, and 
applying to the purpofes of faith, and confeffion of Chrift, and 
glorification of God: We have no other, we can have no better 

precedent to follow: And now that wee are cometo weep over E 
the grave of our Dear Sifter, this rare perfonage, we cannot chufe 
but a many vertuesto learn, many to imitate, and fometoex- 
ercife. | | 
I chofe,not to declare her extraction and genealogy, It was indeed 
" - | fair and Honourable; but having the blefling tobe defcended from 


, worthy 


| A: Funeral Sermon. | 37% 
_ | A: worthy and Honoured Anceftors, and her felf to be adopted and in- spp MON 
' graffed into a more Noble family. yet the fele fach outward appen- Xx Xyj 1) 

| 

; | 


‘dagesto bee none of hers, becaufe noz of her choicc, but the pur- 
. chafe of the vertues of others, which although they did ingage her | 
/todonoblerhings. yet they would upbraid all degenerate and leffe 
: honourable lives then were thofe which began and increafed the ho- 
nour of the families. She did not love her fortune for making her | 
‘noble ; but thoughe it would bee a difhonour to her if thee did not 
continue her Noblenefle and excellency of vertue fit to be owned by 
| perfons relating to fuch Anceftors. It is fit for all us to honour the 
Noblenefle of a family: butie is alfo fie for them that are Noble to 
defpife it, and to eftablifh their honour upon the foundation of do- 
| ing excellent things, and fuffering in good caules, and defpifiog 
difhonourable acticns, and in communicating good things to o- 
thers. For thisis therule in Nature: Thofe creatures are moft 
Honourable which have the greateft power and do the greateft 
| good: Andaccordingly my felf have been a witnefle of it, how this 
excellent Lady would by an aé& of humility,and Chriftian abftracti- 
on ftrip her felf of all that fair appendage of exteriour honour, 
which decked her perfonand her fortune; and defired to be owned 
by nothing but what was her own,that fhe might onely be efteemed 
Honourable according to that which is the honour of a Chriftian, 
anda wife perfon, — Bas 
2. She had a ftri&t and fevere education, and it was one of Gods 
graces and favoursto her. For being the Heireffe of a great fortune, 
and living amongft the throng of perfonsin the fight.of vanities and | 
empty temptations, that ts,in that part of the Kingdom where great- 
neile is too often exprefled in great follies, and great viees, God had 
provided, a fevere and angry education to chaftife the forwardnef- 
fes of ayoung fpirit, and a fair foriune; that fhe might for ever bee 
fo far diftant from a vice, that fhe might onely fee it and loath it, but 
never ta{t of it,fo much asto be put to herchoice whether fhe would 
be vertuousor no. God intending to fecure this foul to himfelf, 
would not fuffer the follies of the worldto {eize upon her by way |. 
| of too neeratrial],orbufieremptation. —.. a 

3. She was married young ; and befides her bufinefles of religion | 
feemed to be ordained in the providence of God to bring to this Ho-| 
nourable family a part ofa fair fortune, and to Jeave behinde her 

.{a fairer iffue worth ten thoufand times her portion: and as if this 
had been all the publike bufineffe of her life; when fhe had fo farre 
ferved Gods ends, Godin mercy would alfo ferve hers, and take her 
toan early bleflednefle. : 

4. In paffing through which line of providence, fhe had the art to 
fecure her eternal intereft, by turning her condition intoduty, and 
expreffing her duty inthe greateft eminency of a vertuous, prudent, 
and rare affection, that hath been known in any example, I will not 

, I : give | 
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S ERMON | give her fo low a teftimony, asto fay onely that fhe was chaft ; She| 4 
XXVIII. | was 2 perfon of that feverity, modefty and clofe religion ( as to that 
particular ) that fhe was not capable of uncivil temptation 5 and you 
might as well have fufpected the Sun to {mell of the Poppy that hee 
looks on, as that fhe could have been a perfon apt tobe fullied by 
the breath of a foul queftion. 
5- Butthat which [ fhall note in her, is that which I would have 
exemplar to all Ladies, and toall women, She bad alove fo great 
for her Lord fointircly given up to a dear affection, that fhe thought 
the fame things, and loved the fame loves,and hated according to the 
fame enmities, and breathed in his foul, and lived in his prefence,and | » ” 
languifhed in his abfence : and all that ihe was or did, was onely for 
and to her Dedreft Lord, 


Sigandet, fi flet, fitacet, bunclogsitur, 

Cena, prostnat,po(cit megat,innuit, unis 

Nevins eft : --- and although this was a great enamel to the beau- 
ty of her foul, yet it might in fome degrees be alfoa reward tothe 
vertueof.-her Lord? For fhe would often difcourfe it to them that 
converfed with her; That he would improve that intereft which he 
had in her affe@ionto the advantages of God, and of religion: and|¢ 
fhe would delight to fay, that he called her to her devotions, he en- 
couraged her good inelinations, he directed her piety, he invited her 
with good books: and then fhe loved religion, which the faw was 
not onely pleafing to God, and an act or ftate of duty, but pleafing 
to her Lord, and anac& alfo of affeGion and conjugal obedience ; 
and what at firft fhe loved the more forwardly for his fake, inthe 
ufing of teligion, Jeft fuch relifhes upon her fpirit, that fhe found io 
it amability enough to make her love it for its own. So God ufually 
brings usto him by inftruments of nature and affections, and then 
incorporates us into his inheritance, by the more immediate relifhes D 
of Heaven, and the fecret things of the Spirit.. He onely was ( under 
God ) the light of her eyes, and the cordiall of her fpiries. and the 
guide of her aGtions, andthe meafure of ker affections, till her af- 
fections {welled up into a religion, and then it could gono higher, 
but was confederate with thofe other duties which made her dear to 
God, Which rare combination of duty and religion, I chufe to ex- 
preffe in the words of Solomon: She forfook not the guide of ber youth, 
nor brake the Covenant of ber God, 

6, As fhe was arare wife: fo fhe was anexcellent Mother. For 
in fo tender aconftitution of {pirit as hers was, and in fo great a| B 
kindenefle towards her children, there hath feldom been feen a 
{tricter and more curious care of their perfons, their deportment, 
their nature, their difpofition, their learning, and their cuftoms: 
And if ever kindeneffe and care did conteft, and make parties in her, 
yet her care and her feverity was ever viCtoriouss and fhe knew 

| not 

ee 


Prov.2.17. 


A not how to do anill turn to their feverer part, by her more tender! Sep mon- 
and forward kindnefle. Andas her cuftome was, fheturnedthis| XXVHI 
alfo into love to her Lord,’ For fhe was not onely diligent to hzve ' 
them bred nobly and religioufly, but alfo was carefull and folicitous 
that they fhould be taught to obferve all the circum{tances and in- 
clinations, the defires and withes of their Father ; as thinking, that 
vertue to have no good circumftances which was not drefled by his 
copy, and ruled by his lines, and his affections: And her prudence 
io the managing her children was fo fingular andrare, that when 
ever you mean to blefle this family, and pray a hearty dnd a profita- 

B | ble prayer toric, beg of God, that thechildren may have thofe ex- 
cellent things which fhe defigned to them, and provided for them in 

her heart and wifhes, that they may live by her purpofes, and may 

srow thither, whither fhe would fain have brought them, All thele 

were great parts of an excellent religion as they concerned her | 

greate(t tem poral relations. sO _ 
7. Butifweexamine how fhe demened her {elf towards God, 

there alfo you will finde her, not ofacommon, but ofanexemplar 

piety, She wasagreat reader of Scripture confining her felf to 

great portions every day; which the read, not to the purpofes 

C | ofvanity, and impertinent curiofities, not to teem knowing, or to 

become talking, not toexpound and Rule. but to teach her all her 

duty, to inftru@ her in the knowledge and love of God and of her 

Neighbours; to make her more humble, and to teach her to de- 

{pile the world, and all its gilded vanities; and that fhe might en- 

tertain pa{lions wholly mm defigne and order toheaven. {have feen 

a female religion that wholy dwelt upon the face and tongue; 

that like a wanton and undrelled tree {pends all its juice in fuc- 

kers and irregular branches, in leaves and gumme, and after all fuch 

goodly outfides,you fhall never eat an apple, or be delighted with 

the beauties, or the pertumes of a hopeful! blo{lome, But the 

religion of this excellent Lady was of another conftitution; It 

took root downward in humility, and brought forth fruit upward 

in the fubftantiall graces of a Chriftian, incharry and jultice, in 

chaftity and modelty, 10 fair friendthips and {weetnefle of fociety : 

She had not very much of the forms and outfides of godiinefle 5 but 

fhe was hugely carefull for che power of it, for the morall, effen-| | 

tiall, and ufefull parts 3 fuch which would make her be, not feem 

to be religious, : | | _ 

8, She wasa very conftane perfon at her prayers, and {pent all 
her time which Nature did permit to her choice, in her devoti- 

E | ons, and reading and meditating, and the neceflary offices of houf 

held government, every one of which is an action of religion, fome 

by nature, fomeby adoption. To thefe alfo God gave her «vey 
great love to bear the word of God preashed , in which, becaufe! had 

(ome times the honour to minifter to ber, 1 can give this certain te~- 

} I i2 {timony. 
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S ERMON | {timony, that fhe was a diligent, watchfull and attentive hearer: and | A 
XXVIIL, | to this had fo excellent a judgement, that if ever! fawa woman 
’ | whofe judgement was to be revered, it was hers alone: and I have 
{ometimes thought that the eminency of her difcerning faculties did 
reward a pious difeourfe, and placed it in the regions of honour and 
ufefulneffe, and gathered it up from the ground, where commonly 
fuch homilies are fpilt, or {cattered in neglect and inconfideration, 
But her appetite was not foon fatisfied with what was ufefull to her 
foul : fhe was alfo 4 conftant Reader of Sermons, and feldoine miffed 
to read one every day 5 and that fhe might be full of inftru¢tion and 
holy principles, fhe had lately defigned to havea large Book, in| p 
which fhe purpofed to have a ftock of, Religion tranfcribd in fuch 
affiftances as fhe would chufe, that the might be read:/y fur fh-d and 
infiruied to every good work, But God prevented that, and hath 
filled her defires not out of cifterns and little aquzduGs, but hath 
carried her to the fountain, where fhe crinks of the pl-ajures of the ri- 
ver, and is full of God. | 
9, She alwayes lived a life of much Innocence, free fromthe 
violences of great fins: her perfon, her breeding. her modefty, her 
honour, her religion, her early marriage, the Guide of her foul, and 
the Guide of her youth, were as fo many fountains of reftraining 
graceto her, to keep her from the difhonours ofa'crime. Bomuns eft 
portare jugum ab adolefcentia: it is good to bear the yoak of the Lord 
from our youth ; and though fhe did 0, being guarded by a mighty. 
providence, anda great favour and grace of God from ftaining her 
fair foul with the {pots ef hell, yet fhe had ftrange fears and early | - 
caresuponher, but ehefe were not onely for her felf, but in order 
to others to her neereft Relatives. For fhe was fo great a lover of 
this Honourable family of which now fhe wasa Mother, that fhe de- 
fired to becomea chanel of great bleffings to it unto future ages, and 
was extremely jealous left any thing thould bedone, or left any 
thing had been done, though an age or two fince, which fhould entail 
acurfe upon the innocent pofterity ; and therefore ( althoughT do 
not know that ever fhe was tempted with an offer ofthe crime) yet 
fhe did infinitely remove all facrilege from her thoughts, and delight- 
ed to fee her eftate of aclear and difintangled intereft: fhe Would 
have no mingled rights withit; fhe would not receive any thing 
from the Church, but religion anda blefiing: and fhe never thought 
acurfe and a fin far enough off, but would defire it to be infinitely 
diftant : and that as to this family God hath given much honour and 
a wife head to govern it, fo he would alfo for ever give many more’ FE 
blefSings: And becaufe fhe knew that the fins of Parents defcend up- 
on Children, fhe endevoured by juftice and religion, by charity and 
honour to fecure that her chanel fhould convey nothing but health, 
and a fair example and a blefling. | | 
10, And though her accounts to God was made up of nothing 


but 


A Funeral Sermon: | | 375 


| Na ae a a 


A but {mall parcels, little paflions, andangry words, and trifling dif s ppv Sis 
| contents, which are the allayes of the piety of the moft holy perfons, yyyyy 
| yet fhe was early at her repentance ; and toward the later end of her. 
| dayes, grew fo faftin religion as if the had had a revelation of her | 
' approachingend3 andtherefore that fhe muft goa great way ina 
' littetime her difcourfes more full of religion, her prayers more fre- | 
quent, her charity increafing, her forgiveneflemore forward, her 

friendihips more communicative, her paflions more under difci- 

pline, and fo fhe trimmd her lamp, not thinking her night was fo | 

neer, butthat it might thine alfo in the day time, in the Temple, 
pg | and beforethe Altar of incenfe. | 

But in this courfe of hers there were fome circumftances, and 
fome appendages of fubftance, which were highly remarkable, 

1. Inall her Religion, and inall her actions of relation towards 
God, fhehada ftrange evennefle and untroubled patlage, fliding 
toward her Ocean of God and of infinity with a certain and {ilent 
motion. Sohave [ feena river deep and {mooth pafling with a {till 
foot and a fober face, and paying to the Fifcws, the great Exche- 
quer of the Sea, the Prince of all the watery bodies, a tribute large 
and full: and hard by ita little brook fkippirg and making a noife 

C | uponits unequal and neighbour bottom; and after all its talking 

and bragged motion, it payed to itscommon Audit no more then 
the revenues ofa little cloud, or acontemptible vetlel: So hayel 
fometimes compar d the iflues of her religion to the folemnities and 
fam’d outfides of anothers piety. Ie dwelt upon her fpirit, and 
was incorporated with the periodical work of every day: the did 
not beleeve that religion was intended to minifter to fame and re- 
putation, but to pardon of fins, to the pleafure of God, and the fal- 
vation of fouls For religion is like the breath of Heaven : if it goes 
abroad into the open air, it (catters and difflolves like camphyre: but 

D | if itentersintoa fecret hollowneile, intoaclofe conveyance, itis 

{trong and mighty, and comes forth with vigour and great effec at 
the other end, at the other fide of this life, in the dayes of death and 
judgement, 

2, Theother appendage ofher religion, which alfo wasa great 
ornament to all the parts of her life, was arare modefty and hu- 
mility of {pirit, aconfident defpifing and undervaluing ofher felf. 
For though fhe had the greate({t judgement, and the greateft expe- 
rience of things and perfons that I ever yet knew ina perfon of 

fj | her youth, and fex, and circumftances 5 yet asif fhe kaew nothing 

of it, fhe had the meaneft opinion of her felf; and like a fair taper 
when fhe fhined to all the room, yet round about ber own ftation 
fhe had caft a Shadow anda cloud, and fhe fhined toevery body 
but her felf, But the perfectneffe of her prudence and excellent 
parts could not be hid; and all her humility, and arts of conceal. 
ment, made the vertues more amiableand illuftrious, For as pride 
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Sen MON | fullies the beauty of the faireft vertues, and makes our underftand-( A 
XXVIII. | ing but like the craft and learning of the Devil: fo humility is the 
greateftemincncy, and art of publication in the whole world 3 and 
{hein all her arts of fecrecy and hiding her worthy things, wasbut 
like one that hideth the winde, and covers th: cyntment of b-r right 
hand. 7 
I know not by what inftrument it hapned; but when death drew 
neer, before it made any fhew upon her body, or revealed it felf by 
anaturall fignification, it was conveyed to her fpirit: fhe hada 
ftrange fecret perf{wafion that the bringing this Childe fhould be her 
laft {cene of ife; and we have known, that the foul, when fhe is a- B 
bout to difrote her felf of her uppergarment, fometimes {peaks 
rarely, Afzguz/fica verba mors prope ad ta excutit; fometimes itis 
prophetical;fometimes God by a fuperinduced perfwafion wrought 
byinftruments, or accidents of his own, ferves the enc’s of his own 
providence and the falvation of the foul: But fo it was, thatthe 
thought of death dwelt ong with her,. and grew from the firft fteps 
of fancy and fear, toacontent, from thence toa {trange credulity, 
and expectation of its and without the violence of fickuetle the died, 
as if fhe had done it voluntarily, and by defigne. and for fear her ex- 
pectation fhould have been deceived or that fhe fhould feem to have| C. 
had an unreafonable fear, or apprehenfion ; or rather (as one faid of 
Cato) fee absit Cuttaut ca-fam moriena:natiam fe effe emderct (hed ied, 
as if fhe had been glad of the opportunity. 

And inthis ! cannot but adore the providence, and admire the 
wifdom and infinite merciesofGod. For having a tender and foft, 
a delicate and fine conftitution and breeding, the was tender to 
pain, and apprehenfive of it, asachilds ftioulder is of aload and 
burden: Greve eff tesere cervici jugums and inher oftendifcourfes 
ofdeath, which fhe would renew willingly and frequently, fhe 
would tell, that fhe feared not death, but fhe feared the fharp pains D 
ofdeath: Emori nolo, meeffe mortuam won curo: The being dead, 
and being freed from the troublesand dangers of this world, fhe 
hoped would be for her advantage; and therefore that was no 
partofher fear: Butfhe beleeving the pangs of death were great, 
and the ufe and aids of reafon little, had reafon to fear left they 
fhould do violence to her fpirit and the decency of her refolution. 
But God that knew her fears, and her jealoufie concerning her fel f, 
fitted her with a death fo eafie, fo harmleffe, fo painlefle, that it 
did not put her patience toa fevere trial. It was not Cin all appea- 
rance )offo much trouble, as two fits ofa common ague ; fo care~ 
ful was God to remonftrate to all that {tood in that fad attendance, 
that this foul was dear to him: and that fince fhe had done fo 
much of her duty towards it, he that began would alfo finith her 
redemption, by anact ofarare providence, and a fingular mercy. 
Bleffed be that goodneffeof God,’ who does fo carefull actions of mercy 
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A for the ese and fecurity of bis fervants. But thisone inftance was a;S ERMoN 
| great demonftration, that the apprehenfion of death is worfe then XXVIII 
| the pains of death: and that God loves to reprove the unreafonable- 
nefle of our fears,by the mightinefle, and by the arts of his mercy. 
She had in her fickneffle(if I may fo call it,or rather in the (olemni- 
ties, and graver preparations towards death) fome curious and well- 
becoming fears, concerning the final! eftate of her foul. But from 
thence the pafled into a de/:quium , or a kkinde of trance, and as foon 
as fhe came forth of it, as if it had been a vifion, or that fhe had con- 
verfed with an Angel, and from his hand had received a Jabell, or 
p, | {croll of the book of life, and there feenher ame enrolled fhe cried 
out aloud, [ Glory be to God on high: Nowlam fure! fhall be faved, | 
Concerning which manner of difcourfing we are wholy ignorant, 
what judgement can be made: but certainly there are f{trange things 
in the other world,and fo there are in all the immediate preparation 
to itsand a little glimpfe of heaven,a minutes converfing with an An- 
gel any ray of God,any communication extraordinary from the {pi- 
rit of comfort which God gives to his fervants in {trange and un 
known manners, are infinitely far from illufions and they fhall then 
be underftood by us, when we feel them, and when our new aod 
C | ftrange needs fhall be refrefbed by fuch unufual vifitations, 

But I muft be forced to ufe fummaries and arts of abbreviature in 
the enumerating thofe things in which this rare Perfonage was dear 
to God, and to al! her Relatives. — 

If we confider her Perfon, fhe wasin the flower of her age, fu- 
cunum cum etas florida ver ageret ; ofa temperate, plain and natural! 
diet, without curiofity or an intemperate palate ; fhe {pent lefle time 
in drefling, then many fervants; her recreations were little and 
feldom, her prayers often, her reading much: thee was ofa moft 
noble and charitable foul 5 a great lover of honourable actions, and 
as greata defpifer of bafe things; hugely loving to oblige others, 
and very unwilling to bee in arreartoany upon the ftock of cour- 
tefies and liberality ; fo freein all aé&ts of favour, that fhee would 
not ftay to hear her felf thanked, as being unwilling that what good 
went from hertoa needfull, or an obliged perfon fhould ever re- 
turnto her again; fhee was anexcellent friend, and hugely dear to 
very many, efpecially to the bet and moft difcerning perfons, to 
all that converfed with her, and could underftand her great worth 
and {weetnefle : She was of an Honourable, a nice and tender repu- | 
tations and of the pleafures of this world which were laid before 
her in heaps, fhe took a very {mall and inconfiderable fhare, ‘as not 
E | lovingto glut her felf with vanity, ortotake her portionof good 

things here below. eae 

"If we look on her as a Wife, fhe was chaft and lovitig, fruitfulland 

difcreet humble and pleafant, witty and compliant,rich and fair,and 

wanted nothing to the making her a principal and a precedent to = 
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XXXVI, | _ If we remember her as a Mother, fhe was kinde and fevere, care- 

"| full and prudent, very tender, and not at all fond, a greater lover of 

| ber childrens fouls then of their bodies, and one that would value 
them more by the {trict rules of honour and proper worth, then by 
their relation to her felf, | | 

Her fervants found her prudent, and fitto Govern, and yet opens 
handed and apt toreward : a juft Exadtor of their duty, and a great 
Rewrder of their diligence. 

She. was in her honfe a comfort to her deareft Lord, aguideto 
her children, aruletoher fervants, an exar ple to all. 

But as fhee related to God inthe offices of Religion, fhe was even 
and conttant, filent and devout, prudent and material: fhee loved 
what fhe now enjoyes, and fhe feared what fhe never felt, and God 
did for her what fhe never did expect. Her fears went beyond all 
her evil 5 and yet the good which fhe hath received was, and is, and | 
ever fhall be beyond all her hopes, 

She lived as weall fhould live,and fhe died as I fain would dte_ — 

Et cum {upremos Lache/it perneverit annos, 
Non aliter cincres mando jacere tos. 

I pray God I may feel thofe mercies cn my death-bed that fhe fele, 
and that I may feel the fame effec of my repentance which fhe feels 
of the many degrees of her innocence. Such was her death that fhe 
did not die too foon sand her life was fo ufefull and fo excellent,that 
fhe could not have lived toolong: Nemo parum dis vixit qui vire 
tutis perfecte perfecto funtus eft mancre: and as now inthe grave it 
fhall not be enquired concerning her, how Jong fhe lived, but how 
well ? fotous wholive after her, co fuffera longer calamity, it may 
be fome eafe to our forrows, and fome guide to our lives, and fome 
fecurity to our conditions, to confider that God hath brought the 
piety of a young Lady totheearly rewards of a never ceafing, and 
never dying eternity of glory, And wee alfo if weliveas the did, 
fhall partake of the fame glories; not onely having the honour of 
a good name, and adearand honoured memory, but the glories of 
thefe glories, the end of al] excellent labours, and all prudent coun- 
fels, and all holy religion, even the fal vation of our fouls in that day, 
when all the Saints, and amongft them this excellent Woman thall 
be fhown toall the world to have done more, and more excellent 
things then we know of or can defcribe. Alors illos confecrat, quorum 
exitum cy qui timent, laudant: Death confecrates and makes facred 
that perfon whofe excellency was fuch, that they that are not dif- 
pleafed at the death, cannot difpraife the life 5 but they that mourn 
fadly think they can never commend fufficiently, © 
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Divine infticution and necefsity 
OF THE 


OFFICE MINISTERIAL, &. 


Secr. J. 


<%= Hen feverall Nations, and differing Religions have 
| without any famous mutuall intercourfe agreed 
upon fome common rites,and forms of Religion. 
becaufe one common effed& cannot defcend from 
chance, it is certain they cometothem by rea- 
fon, or tradition from their common Parents, 
or by imitation ; fomething that hath a common 
influence. If rea/cx be the principle, then it is more regular and laft- 
ing, and admits of no other variety, then as fome men grow unrea- 
fonable, or that the reafonceafes. If tv.sdi¢ion be the fountain, then 
it is not onely univerfall, andincreafes as the world is peopled, but 


remainsalfo fo long as we retain reverence to our Parents, or that} 


we doaotthink our felves wifer then our forefathers; But thefe 
two have produced Cuftomes and Laws of the higheft obligation : 
for whatfoever we commonly call she Lawof Nataré, it is either a 


cuftome of all the world, derived from No-b or Adam; or elfe itis | 


therefore done, becaufe natural! reafon teaches ws to do it in the or- 
der to the prefervation of our felves and the publike, 

But imi? ation of the cuftomes of a wife Nation, is fomething leffe, 
and yet it hath produced great confent in external! rites and offices 
of Religion. And fince there is in Ceremonies fo great indifferency, 
there being no antecedent Law to determine their practife, nothing 
in their natureto make them originaliy neceflary, they grow into 
a Cuffeme or a Law, according asthey are capable; For if a wife 
Prince, or a Governour, ora Nation, ora famous family, hath 
chofea rites of common Religion, fuch a$ were confonant to thé 
Analogy of his duty, expreflive of his {enife, decent in the expref= 

A 2 fion, 


2. 


2 | The Diwine inftituticn of . 


fuch athing is capable of no greater reafon and needs no greater au- 
| ; , ge ne | 
_ thority, but hath been aod may reafonably enough be imitated upon 
the reputation cf their wifdome, and difinterefted choice, who be- 
ing known wife perfons, or nations, took them firft into theig reli- 
gious offices. | er ae 
Thus the Jews andthe Gentiles ufed * white garnyents in their 
1Valer. Maxim | holy offices,and the Chri(tians thought it-reafonable enough fram fo 
1.6.1 Pi. | united example to do fo too. Example wasreafon great enough 
b Dion hift.1.s4, for that, The > Gentile Priefts'were forbid to touch adead body, 
C4. Gell-li.to leg ¢ eat leavened bread, to 4 mingle with fecular imployments du- 
d ibid, ring their attendance in holy offices; thefe they took pp from the 
patternof the Jews, and profeffed it reafonable to imitate a wile 
people inthe rituals of their religion. The Gentile Priefts ufed 
| Lib.3. Ring and Sraffe and Mitre ( faith Philojratus: Y the Priutitive 
Bithops did fotoo; and in the higheft deteftation of their follies 
thought they might wifely enough imitate their innocent cuftomes 
and Prieftly ornaments, and hoped they might better reconcile their 
mindes to the Chriftian Religion by. compliance in Ceremonials, 
then exafperate them by rejecting their ancient and innocent Ce- 
rempnies: for fo the Apoftles invited and inticed Judaifme into 
Chriftianity. ! — | | 
And Tertallian complains of the Devils craft, who by imitating 
the Chriftian rites reconciled mens mindes.with that compliance te 
| __ {amore charitable opinion of the Gentile fuperftition. “The devil ip- 
ae ZICPT. | 6 tending to draw the profe/fors of truth tc his own portion, or to preferve 
| Hujus funt par-| ** bis own in the fame fetters hee firft put upon them, imitates the rites of 
falas |“ our religion, adoplir f him ints bis faperfiition. He baptizes fome of bis 
| ipfas “quoque res| °¢ ai{ciples, and when beinitzates then: to the worlhip of Mithra,promsfeth 
| facramentorum | © thens pardon of fins by that rite,be figmes his fouldiers in their forehead, 
' sialon “ hee reprefents the oblation af bread, and introduces reprefentments of 
rits emulaur, | the refurreion, end laborioufly gets martyrs to bis caufe. His Priefts 
| bi © infe »| © marry but once ; be beth his virgins, and his abftemious and continent 
: ai dy fi-| °° followers : that what Chriftians love and the vy orld commends in them, 
| deles fuos ae being adopted into the rituals of Idolatry , may allure fome with the 
fidtorum de la-| ‘" beauty and fair imagery, and abufe others with colour and phantaftick 
UVACTO V6-pr0- se faces. . 


73 it, fie ogge . op: ° . ° ° j . 8 
ie ae Mithras fignatillictn fronsibus milites fuos, celebrat ¢y pans oblationem Gy imaginem refurrefionis 


inducit, Cx fub eladio redimit coronam, Quid, quod dy furnmum Pontificem inunis nuptiis ftatuit ? babet && vir- 
'gines babet dy continentes, Qui ergo ipfas res de quibus facramenta ( hrifti admintftrantur tam anplanter 

ivit exprimere in negotits idolelatria, utique Cy idem Cy eodem ingenio geftiit, gy potuit infiramenta quoque divina~ 
rum rerum ¢y fanétoium Chriftianorum fenfum de feafibus, verba de verbis, parabotas de patabelis, profana ¢y amu- 
jde fidei attempera e. | 


And thus alfo all wife men that intended to perfwade others to 
their religion, did it by retaining as much as they innocently could 


fion, grave in the forme, or full of ornament in their reprefentment, | A 


D 


E 


of the other, that thechange might not bee too violent, andthe|:— 


perfons 


i 


the Office Minifteriall, [3 | 


y  perfons be more endeared by common rites and the relation and. 
charity of likeneffe and imitation. Thus did the Church and the’ 
| Synagogue, thus did the Gentiles both to the Jews and to the Chri- 

{tians ; and all wife men did fo. | | ee | 

© The Gentiles offered firft fruits totheir Gods, and their tithes: 5; 
to Hercules, ‘ kept vigils and anniverfaries.forbad marriages without © 60" pias 
the confent of Parents, and clandeftine contracts ; thefe were ob- , f sueton. in 
ferved with fome variety according asthe people were civil or lear- | V/'"/- | J 
ned; andaccordingto the degree of the tradition, or asthethinz Foibic. 
was reafonable, fo thefe cuftomes were more or leffe univer fall . | 

B But when all wife people, nay when abfolutely all the world have 6 

confented upon a rite, itcannot derive froma fountain lower then 

the current, but it muft either bea command which God hath gi- 

ven to all the world; ( and fo Socratesin Xenophon, Qucd abcmsnibus| Lib. 4. de 
gentibus obfervatuns ef, id eon niff 4 Deo fancitum effe dicendumeft ) or 
atradition, or a lawdefcending from our comraon parents, or a 
reafon derived from the nature of things; there cannot in the world 
be any thing great enough to take away fucharite, except anex- 
prefle divine commandement: and, aman by the famereafon may 
marry his neareft relative as he may deny to worfhip God by the re- 

C | citation ofhis prayfes and excellencies; becaufe reafon and a very 
| common tradition have made almoft all the world confent in thefe 

two things, that we muft abftain from the mixtures of our neareft 
kindred, and that we muft worfhip God by recounting and decla- 
ring excellent things concerning him. 

I have inftanced in two things in which Iam fure to finde the 
feweft adverfaries, (I faid the fewett ; for there are fome men which 
have loft all humanity)but thefe two great inftancesare not attefted 
with fo univerfall a eradition and praG@ile of the world as this that is 
now in queftion. For in fome nations they have married their filters, 

D | fo did the Magiamong the Perfians: uiyvurrae dt Meizos unlodoryxgt ddtagais 

pbyrudae Osuariv, {ayes Tatianus in Clemens Alexandrinys, and Bardi- 
fanes Syrua to Enfebivs, Aud the Greeks worfhipped: Herezles by rai- 
ling, and Mercury by throwing ftonesat him, But there was never 
any people but had their Priefts and Prefidents of religious rites, and 
kept holy things within a mure, tbat the people might not approach 
tohandle the myfteries: and therefore befides that it is a receffion 
from the cuftomes of mankinde, and charges us with the difref{pect 
of all the world ( which is an incurioufnefle next to infinite ) it is alfo 

f& | adoing againft that which all the reafon of all the wife men of the 

world have chofen antccedenly or ex poft facto, and he muft havea | 
ftrange underftanding, who isnot per{waded by that vvhich hath 

determined all the vvorld. | / | 
— Forreligion cannot be atallin communities of. men wvithout | 
fome to guide, to minifter, to preferve and to prefcribe the ofic’s | 
and minifteries: What can profane holy things but that vwhich 
A 3 makes 


Stremat. 3. 


lib. 4.prapar. 
Evangel, 
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makes them common? and what canmake them common more| A 
then when common perfons handle them, when there is no diftincti- 
on of Perfons in their miniftration?_ For although places are good 
acceflories to religion, yet inall religions they were fo accidental] 
toit, thata facrifice might hallow the place, but the- place (unlefle 
1 it were naturally impure ) could not defecrate the facrifice: and 
therefore Jzc90 worlhipped upon a f{tone, offered upon a turfe, and 
the Arkreltedin Obed-Edoms houfe, and was holy in Dagons Tem- 
ple ; and hils and groves, fields and orchards, according to the feve- 
rall cuftomes of the nations, were the places of addreile; But a com- 
mon perton miniftring, was fo near a circumftance,and was fo ming- 
led with the action, that fince that materiall part and exteriour acti- 
ons of Religion could be acted and perfonated by any man, there 
was {carce any thing left co make it religious, but the attrectation of 
thernes byaholy perfon; A Holy pluceis fomething, 4 /eparste time 
{is fqmething,4 prefcript forms of words is more,and feparate and folemn 
adions are more _ ; but all thefe are made common by acommon 
_| perfon,and therefore without a diftinCtion of perfons have nota na- 
tural and reafonable diftinCtios of folemnity and exterior religion, 

_ And indeed it werea great difreputation to religion, that all great 
and publike things, and every artifice or profitable {cience fhouldin 
| all the focieties of men be diftinguifhed by profeflors,artifts and pro- 
per minifters; and onely religion fhould lie in commen, apt to be 
bruifed by the hard hand of mechanicks, and fullied by the ruder 
touch of undifcerning and undiftinguifhed perfons; for although 
the light of it fhines to all, and fo farre every mans intereft iscon- 
écrned in religion, ‘yet it were not handfome thatevery man fhould 
take the taper in his hand 5 and religion is no more to be handled by 
all men, then the lawes are to be difpenfed by all, by whom they are 
to be obeyed ; though both in religion and the Jaws, all men havea 
common intereft. : ’ 

For finceall means muft have fome equality or proportion to- 
wards their end, that they may of their own begin or by inftitution 
be fymbolicall, itis but reafonable that by elevated and fublimed 
inftruments we fhould be promoted towards an end fupernatural] 
anddivine; now befides, thatof all tHe inftruments of diftinGion, 

the perfon is the moft principall and apt for the honour of religion 
| (and to make our reHgion honourable is part of the religion it felf) 
itis alfo apt for the ufes ofit 5 fuch as are, preferving the rights, or- 
dering, decent miniftration, difpenfing the laws ef religion, judging 
caufes, ceremonies and accidents ; and he that appoints not offices to 
minifter his religion,cares not how it is performed; and be thatcares 
fo little, will finde a great contempt paffe upon it, and a cheapneffe 
meaner then of the meaneft civill offices ,and he that is content with 
that, cares not how little honour God receives, when he prefents to 
hin a cheap, a common, and a difhonourable religion, 


But 


. the Office Minifteriall. | 5 


' A. Burthe very miturall defigne of religion forces us toa diftinction 10 
of perfonsin order to the miniftration ; for befides that every man 
is not fitto approach to God with all bis fordes and adherent m- 
difpofitionss an affigoment in reafon muft be made of certain per- 
fons, whofe calling muft be holy, and their perfons taught to be 
holy, by fucha folemn and religious affignment; that thofe perfons 
| being made higher then the people by their calling and religion,and 
yet our brethren in nature, may be mtermediall between God and 
the people, and prefent to God the peoples needs and be inftrumen- 
tall tothe reconveying Gods bleffing upon thofe whofe fiduciaries 
p |theyare. This laft depends upon Gods own act, and defignation, 
and therefore muft afterwards be proved by teftimomies of his own, 
that he hath accepted fuch_ perfons to fuch purpofes ; but the former 
pare we our felves aretaught by naturall reafon, by the rules of pro- 
portion, by the honour we owe unto religion, by the hopes of our 
own advantages, and by thediftance between God and us, towards 
which we fhould thruft up perfons as high as they arecapable, And 
that all the world hath done prudently in this, we are confirmed by 
Gods own act, who knowing it was moft agreeable, not onely:to| | 
the con(titution of religion, and of our addreffes to God, but to our 
mere neceflities alfo, did in his glorious wifdome fend his fonne, 
C | and made him apt to become a mediator between himfelf and us, by 
cloathing him with our nature, and decking him with great parti-|_ 
cipation of his own excellencies, that he might doe our work, the 
work of his own humane nature, and by his great fanctity and 
wildom approach neer to Gods mercy feat, whither our im perfecti- 
Ons and fins cou!d not have neer accelle. : it 
And this confideration is not omely good reafon, but true divini- 
ty, and wasa confideration in the Greek Church, and affixed tothe 
head of a prayeras the reafon of their addrefle to God in defigning : 
mintters in religion. O Lord God who becanfe mans od et oe 
D | nature cannot of it {clfe approach tothy glorions Deity, ae Fey No li ae ie rakes 
bafta: pointed afters acd Te. cherg of thefame pafficus vir avigcoe qvaw nly nis Sedalia 
with cur felves, whous thon bali placed t= thy throne, 7: b Guaemial sabe Ot oeice 
Viz. 10 bert prenn ofthe ee vig xerashous TY oby sH Vag Besvoy 
fizes and oblations in bebalfe of tay people, xc. Andin. ** Te avepaptdy avs Suotay xy weed 
deed if the greatnefle =p i top feparates "°° ean eat 3 
perions from the valgus, either we muft chink the immediate offices | 
of religion and the entercourfe with God to be the meaneft of im- 
ployments, or the perfons fo officiating to receive their eftimate ac- 
E cording tothe excellency of their offices, 
| 


om ee ee le 


. 
a A 


And thus it was amongft the Jews and Gentiles before Chrifts 12 
time, among({t whom they not onely feparated perfons for the fer- 
vice of their gods refpectively, but chofe the beft of men and the 
Princes of the peopie to officiate in their myfteries, and adorned 
them with the greate{t honours and {peciall immunities, Among the 
| | Jews, 
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Jews, the Priefthood was fo honourable, that although theex- A 
pectation which each Tribe had of the Meffias was reafon enough to| 
make them obferve the law of diftinét marriages, yet it was per- 
mitted to the Tribe of Levi to marry with the Kingly Tribe of 
Judah, that they alfo might have the honour and portion of the 
Meffias’s moft glorious generation ; and far the Priefthood of Aeron 
It was ye9s sEaipslov, ix Saye, sravumor xJnue faith Philo, « coleftiall 
hon-ur , not an earthly, a heavenly paffcifiox, and it grew fo high 
and was fo naturalized into that nationto honcur their Priefts and 
myftick perfons, that they made it the pretence of their warres and 
mutinies againft their conquerours. Honor faerdotu firmamcstum | p 
potentia afjumebatur, faith Tacitus, {peaking of their warres ear 
Antiochus; the honour of their Priefthood was the ftrength of their 
caufe, andthe pretence of their armes; and all the greateft honour 
they could do to their Priefthood they fairly derived fron a divine 
precept, that the Prince and the People and the Elders and the Synagogue 
fbould go in and ont, that is, fhould commence and finifh their 
;greaceft and moft folemn actions at the voice and. command of the 
-Preeft ; And therefore King Agrsppa did himfelf konour in his Epiftle 
‘to Caius Cefar. *1 had Kingsthat were my anceftors, and fome 
of them were high Priefts, which dignity they efteemed higher then| 
their Royall purple, beleeving thet Prie/thood to be greater then the 
_kingdome, as God is greater then men, | 
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And this great eftimate of the Minifters of their religion derived 
it felf from the Jews unto their enemies the Philiftines, that dwelt 
upon their fkirts; infomuch that in the hill of God where there was 
a garifon of the Philiffines, there was alfo acolledgeof Prophets 
newly inftituted by Sameel ( from whom becaufe he was their foun- 
der, S. Peter reckoned the ordinary defcent frem Samuel) unharmed 
and undifturbed,chough they were enemies to the nation; and when 
David fled from Saul, he came to Naioth where the prophets dwele, 
and thought to take fanQuary there, knowing it was a priviledged 
place ; there it was where Sauls meflengers, and Ses himfelf turned | 
Prophets, that they might eftimate the place and preferve its privi- 
ledge, him fel fe becoming one of their fociety, 

For this was obferved amongft all nations, that befides the band 
of humanity forbidding fouldiersto touch unarmed people, asby 


| all religions and all nations Prieftsever were, the very facrednefle| F 


of their perfons fhould exempt them from violence, and the chan- 
ces or infolenciesof warre. Thus the Cretians did to their Priefts 
and to the wJdxJu the perfons who were appointed for burial! 
of the dead, the fame with the »a¢ra, or fofarit in the Primitive 


‘Church, no fouldiers durft couchthem; they had the priviledge of 


_ Feligion 


_.j religion, the immunity of Priefts, Hos: qua seeabant nop erant pisree 
| not fo muchas the priefts that carried. fire before the Artny did e« 


- | {cape 5 the fame with that in Hower in the cafe of meflengers, 


Not fo much as a meflenger returned into the City : Thefe were fa- 


-lto dohonour to their perfons, and it is largely difcourfed of by 
Cicero, in the cafe of the Roman Augures., Maximum auten CO 


| and guides of confciences had great immiffions and influencesinto 


theOffice Minifteriall | 9 
manus;,and therefore it grew up into a proverb, when they intended 
to expreffe a moft deftructive and unnaturall war, iV zvegnt¢@ iacio’y, 


“Tied th vide i. 
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cred and therefore exempt perfons, and fo were the Ele: among the 
Grecians,.a3 being {acred to Jupiter, fafe from the hoftility ofa pro- 
feffed enemy 3 the fame which was obferved among{t the Rermans, 

| P fanius in 


. Duis homo bs tamtaconfidentia, 
Rudent. 


! Out facer otem audeat urelare | 
ee - At magnocam neato fuo fest Hercule, 

But thisis but one inftance of advantage. ; | 
-. The Gentiles having once feparated their Priefts, and affixed 
them to the miniftertes of religion, thought nothing great enough 
either to exprefle the dignity of their imployment, or good enough 


15. 


, : Cicero lib. 2. 
raflanti{simam. in Rep, jw off Mugurum, cum eff autherstats conjun- | de leg 
Elum; meque vero hoc quia uns ipfe Angur sta [entio, fed quis fc cxifis- 
mare nos nece(fe ef. Quid enime majus eft, fide jure quarimes, quam 
poffe % furmmis smperiis OF fummis poteflatibus comitia tollere? conm/ilia 
wel inflituta dimittcre, vel bebitarefcindere? Quid magnificentius quam 
poffe desernere ut ma gifiratufe abdicent confules Pquid teligiofius quan cum 

opulo, cam plebe agendas jus aut dave aut non dare ? It was. a vatt power 
thefe men had, to be in proportion to their greatett honour: they had 
power of bidding and diflolving publike meetings, of indicting fo-| 
lemnities of religion; juft as the Chriftian Bifhops had in the be- 
ginning of Chriftianity ; they commanded. publike fafts, at their) 


indiction onely they were celebrated 5 Bere visi dy Epifcopi 


Tertull. adv: 
Piychices ¢.13; 


wniverfe plebi mandare jejsetts affolent 5 won diceinduftria se con= 
ferendarum, st wefire capturdé cit, fedinterdum, Ge aliqua fa icttudines 
Eccleflapice causa. The Bifhops alfo called publike conventions Ec- 
clefiafticall. :Agantur praccpta per Gra:ras illes certis in losis concilia 
ex univer fis Eccle/is per qué iv altiora quague in commune tractantur, ¢F 
ipa reprafentatio tatins nominis Chrifliani migna ueneratione celebra- 
tur. It was foinall Religions 5 the Antiftstes, the prefidents of rites, 
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the Republike, and communities of men and they verified the fay- 
ing of Tecitus, Deum munere [ammunt pontijiwcem, ctism [amen be- 
meinem efft, non amslatione, nen odio, aut piuatis affedionshus obtroxt- 
am, The chief Prieft was ever the chict man, and free from the | 

: envics | 
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‘| envies, and fcornes, and troubles of popular peevithnefle and con- A 

tumacy 5 and that I may ufethe expreffion of Tacitus, utgue olifce- 

ret dignatio facerdotum, ( for all the great traverfes of the Kepublike 

werein their difpofing ( asque ipfis promptior animus foret ad cape/- 

‘fends ceremonias, the very lower inftitutions of their Religion were 

| fet up with the marks of fpeciall laws and priviledges; infomuch 

Lib.4.Annal, | that the feat of the Emprefle. in the Theatre was among the Veftall 
Virgins. : 

16. But the higheft had all that could be heaped upon them, till their 

a Strabo Geog. | honours were as fublimed astheir functions, 4 Amongft the étbi. 

HBA. optans thePrie(ts gave lawsto their Princes, and they ufed their 

power fometimes to the ruine of their Kings, till they were juftly 

b lian, var.|removed; b Amongthe Egyptians the Priefts were their Judges; 


? 


bf. 11 400.34. {fo they were iD Athens , for the Artopacites were Priefts ; and the 
Yeph-Antiq. |, . - | : 
14.016, | Draids among the Gasls were Judges of murder, of titles of land, 
Cefar com. de | Of bounds, andinheritances, magne apud cos [unt hinore, mans ferd de 
belle Gab.6. . | omnibus controver|ris publscis privatifque comftiturnt,and for the Magi 
of Perfiaand India, Strabo reports, txirvs 1 ovrtivarnis dur Bannadn 

Osis Mayas mois Tipowus Vonyepires 1 mel 7% sx%, they converfed with kings, 

meaning they were their counfellours and guides of their con{cien- 

Exftathin |ces, And Herodotus in Euffathiw tells us of the Tapas} Sudv dv Akagers 
I, @ és Osbaesms» the divine order of Prophets or Priefts in Delphos, 
inziv7 ulle Tov Basidior, they did eat of the publike provifions together 

with Kings, By thefe honours they gave teftimony of their religion, 

not onely feparating certain perfons for the fervice of their Tem-| 

ples, but alfo feparating their condition from the impurities and the 

contempt of the world; as knowing, that they who were tocon- 

verfe with their Gods, were tobe elevated from tite common con- 

dition of men and vulgar miferies, 
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As foon as I was made a Prieft of /dean Japiter, all my gar- 
ments were white, and I declined to converfe with mortalls, Nove 
fartis o:ortet illum effe qui jubente Deo canat, {aid Seneca. He had 
need be of a diftin& and feparate condition that fings to the honour 
and at the command of God: thus it was among the Jews and 
Heathens. : : 
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world hath done, either it muft be becaufe the rites of 
Chriftianity are of no myftery and fecret difpenfation, bur 
common actions ofan ordinary addrefle,and cheap devotion, or elfe 
| becauy, 


I: Ne if Chriftian —— fhould do otherwife then all the 
| it 
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A‘ becaufe we undervalue all religion: that is, becaufe indeed we have 
|, |hotbing ofit: Tb? ff is difhonorable to Chriftianity, and falfe as 
| its greateftenemy: The [econd, isfhame tq us: and 5:4 fo unrea- 
fonable and unnaturall, that if we feparaté not certain perfons for 
the minifteries of Chriftianity, we muftconfelle we haye the wortt 
seligion, or that we are the worft of men. , | 
-. But let us confider it upon its proper grounds. When Chrifthad! 2 
ehofen, to himfelf twelve Apofties, and was drawing now to the | 
la(t fcene of his life, he furnifhed them with commiflions and abj- 
littes to conftitute and erect a Church, and: totranfmit fyuch powers 
as were apt for its continuation and perpetuity, And therefore to 
the Apofflesin the capacity of Chutch-officers , he madea promife 
That be would be with them tothe end of the world; they might per- 
fonafly be with him untill the end of the world, but he could not 
be here withthem, whoafter a (hort courfe run, were to go hence, 
and be 20 morefeen: and therefore for the verification of the pro- 
mifeit is neceflary that fince the promife was miade for the benefit 
|oftheChurch, and tothem asthe minifters of the benefit, fo long 
as the benefit was to be difpenfed, fo long they were to be fucceeded 
to, and therefore aflifted by the Holy Jefus according to that glori- 
ous promife: Od edrers I aero mis Saosbacis UmigeTe 1h oussives dvfeis,} 
Ea a mio auss awAas Tis paSurais. & yelp Shwe bs Lacsones dyes THs 
guvleasiag Yuenrrov Cur? x auiy ty xy oreis mel 8 as Ungrsimes THT, 
*¢ Not onely to the Apoftles, but abfolutely and indefinite-' 
* hy to all Chrifts difciples, their fucceffors, he promifed to’ 
*¢ abide forever, even to the confummation of the world, to the 
“ whole fucceflion of the Clergy : {0 Theopbyla& upon this’ 
lace. | 
. And if we confider what were the power and graces Jefus com- 
mitted to the defpenfation of the Apoftles, fuchas were not tempo- 
rary, butlafting, facceflige, and perpetuall, we muft alfo conclude 
the miniftery to be eri zal I-inftance firft in the power of 
binding endloofing, remitting and retsining fias, which Chrift gave 
them together with his breathing on them the holySpirit, anda} __ 
legation, and a {peciall commiffion, as appears in S. fobs; which | Joh#:e. ar. 
power, what fenfe foever it admits of, could notexpire withthe| - - + 
perfons of the Apoftles, unlefle the fucceeding penn the Church 
had.no difcipline, or government, no {candals to be removed, 00 
_| weak perfons offended, no corrupt members to be cut off, no here- 
ticks rejeted, no fins, orno pardon; and that were more here- 
fie, ahen that of the Novatéans, for they onely denyed this miniftery 
infome cafes; notin all: faying, Prieftly abfolution was not ftto 
be difpenfed to them, who in time of perfecution had facrificed | y54, sive. | 
to idols, G:F 52'p Tsvor ais Suche ples Sasye, x) 8x isptors apyleveueur fi.1.¢.7. 
aérus viv dgsow. [ teres» To thefe | onely, pardon is tobe difpented ,Sm.14. | 
without the miniftery of the Prieft, To shefe] who were ura 3 )°” 
a a | Raéwnca 
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bichousimeour|es, facrificers, and mingled the table ef the Lordwih A 
the cable of d:vils. Again{t other finners they were not fo fevere. But 
however, folongasthat diftin@icn remains, of fimnes wntodcath, 
and féanes sot untodeath; there area certain fort of fins which are 
remediable, and cognofcible, and judicable, anda power was dif- 
penfed toa diftin& fort of perfons, to remit or retain thofe fins 5 
which therefore muft remain with the Apoftles for ever, that is, 
with their perfons firft, and then with the &: 2 dedpis with therr {uc 
ceffors ; becaufe the Church needs it for ever , ‘and there was nothing 
in che power, that by relating to a prefentand temporary occafion 
did inlinuate 1ts fhortlifeand {peedyexpiration, = ~~ 
4 In execution of this power and purfuance of this commiflion, for 
which the power was given; the Apoftles went foreh, ard all they 
upon whom this fignature palled, is 70 ayia, 7 oj07 CO8]0 t1¢ Ahexovbay 
tdvmy, executed this power in appropriation and diftind miniftery: 
it wasthe /word of thesr prop:r misftery;, and S, Pax! does almoft 
exhibite his commifbon and reads the words,when he puts it in exe- 
cution, and does highly verifie the parts and the confequence of this 
James s, | arguments God bath reconcil:d us te bimfelfby Chrift Jejus, and bath 
gsven to ws the miniflery of reconciiation; anditfollowes, now then 
we are Embffadors fir Chrift, The miniftery of reconciliation, is 6 
an appropriate miniftery, /¢ s& com nitted to ws we are Embaffadours, 
it is appropriate by vertue of Chrifts miflion. and legation, ‘He bath 
givente ws, be hath made and deputed certain Embafladours whom 
he hath fent upon the meffage, and miniftery of reconcilement 3 
which isa plain expofition of the words of hiscommiflion, before 
recorded; Jobw20,2% = 8 | 
| And that this alfo defcended lower we have the teftimony of 
5 S. James, who advifes the fick perfon to fead for the Elders of the 
| Church, that they may pray over him, that they may anoint him, 
2 Cor.5 20 | that in that fociety there may be confe/f/Mx of (a by the clinick or D 
| * | fiek perfon, and that after thefe preparatives, and in this miniftery, 
his fins may be forgivenhim. Now that this power fell into fuc- 
| cefion, this inftance proves; for the Elders were {uch who had not 
| the commiffion immediately from Chrift, but were permpriness, 
they were fathers of the people, but fons of the Apoftles, and there- 
fore it is certam the power was not perfonall, agd merely Apofto- 
licall, but detived upon others by fuch acommunication, as gives 
evidence the power was to be fucceeded in; And when went it out? 
when the anointing and miraculous healing ceafed? There isno | 
reafon for that. For forgivenefle of fins was not a thing.vifible, and 
therefore could not be of the nature of miracles to confirme the ! 
faith and chriftianity firft,and after its work was done,return to God 
| that gaveie; neither could it be onely of prefent ufe to the Church, 
{| butas eternall and lafting as finis: and therefore there could be 
nothing in the nature of the thing to make it fo much as fufpicious, 
it was prefently to expire. | To 
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the Office Minifteriall. . 
A( To which alfo I adde this confideration, that the Holy Ghoft: 
which was to enable the Apoftles in the precife office Apoftolicall, 
as it was an office extraordinary, circumftantionate, definite, and to | 
expire thet, was promifed {ould defcend upon them after Chritts 
afcenfion, and was verified in Pentecoft ; for to that purpofe to bring 
all things to their minde, all of Chrifts doctrine aud all that was ne- 
ceflary of his lifeand miracles, anda power from above to enable 
them to {peak boldly and learnedly, and with tongues, all that be- 
fides the other parts ofordinary power, was given them ten dayes 
after the A {cenfion. And therefore the breathing the holy Ghoft up- 
on the Apoftles in the o@aves ofthe refurrefion, and this miflion 
with fuch a power, was their ordinary miffion, a {ending them as or- 
dinary Paftors aud Curates of fouls, with a power to govern { bind- |. 
ing and loofing can mean no lefle: and they were the words of the 
promife ) with a power to minifter reconciliation: (for fo S, Panl 
expounds remitting and retaining ) which two were the great hmges 
of the Gofpel, the one to invite and colleéta Church, the other to 
govern it ; the one to difpenfe the greateft blefling in the world, the 
other to keep them in capacities of enjoyingit. For fmcethe holy 
Ghott was now actually given to thefe purpofes here expreffed, and 
| yetin order to all their extraordinaries and temporary needs was 
| ©| promifed to defcend after this,’ thére is no collection from hence 
> | more reafonable, then to conclude all this to be part of their com- 
miffign of ordinary Apoftlefhip, to which the minifters of religion 
were in all agesto fucceed. Inatteftation of all which, who pleafe 
may fee the united ceftimony of * S. Cyrill, > S. Chryfoftome, < 8.) . 5, Join 20 
Ambrofe,* S. Gregory, | the ¢ Authour of thequeftionsofthe |b mia. 
old and new Teftament, who unlefie by their calling fhalt rather be | $1 ie 
| called perfons iatereft, then by reafon of their famous piety arid in- a 
tegrity thall be accepted-as competént, area very credible, and fait 
reprefentment of this truth, and that it was 2. doctrine of Chriftiani- | 
ty, that Chrift gave this power tothe Apoftles for them/felwes, and 
their fucceflors tor ever, and that therefore as Cheift in the firft do- 
nation, fo alfo fome Churches in the tradition of that power ufed the 
{ame forme of words intending thé collation of the fame power and | 
{eparating perfons forthe work of that miniftery, I end this wih | 
the couniell S. Auga/line givesto all publike pénitents, Vesiat ad | 
Antiftites per quos illus in Ecclefia claves nsintfrantur, © aprapefitic | 
| facrovuns accipians { stisfacdionis fuse modamniet thenrcome tothe Pre-| 
(idents of religion by whom the Keys are miniftred, and from the | 
__| | governours of holy things let them receive thofé injunctions which | 
{hall exercife and figaifte their repemtances | | 
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I Te fecond power I inftance inis preaching the Gofpel: for’ 
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which work he not onely at firft defigned Apoftles, but 
| others alfo were appointed for the fame work forever, to 
all generations of the Church. ‘This Commiffion was figned imme- 
diately before Chrifts afcenfton, Al power is given to mein heaven 


| andinearth, Go yeetherefore and teach all nations, teaching them to 


obfirve all things whatfoever Ihave comnand:dyon, and loe 1 am with 
yeu always even unto the end of the world. Fir(t, Chrift declared his | p 
own commifion, [«Z power is given him into his hand] he wasnow 


| made. King of all the creatures, and Prince of the Catholick 


Church; and therefore as it concerned his care and providence to 
lock to his cure, and flock, fohe had power to make deputations 
accordingly [ Gae yee ai he dees that the fending them to: 
this purpofe was an iflue of his power, either becaufe the authori- 
zing certain perfons was an aC of power, or elfe becaufe the making 
them Dodtors of the Church and teachersof the Nations, wasa 
placing them in an eminency above their f{cholars, and converts, 
and fo alfo was an emanation of that power which derived upon 
Chrift from his Father, from him defcended upon the Apoftles, 
And the wifer perfons of the world have alwayes underftood, that a 
power of teaching wasa Prefidency and Asthority ; for fince al] do- 
minion is naturally founded in the underftanding; although civill 
government accidentally, and by inevitable publick neceffity re- 
lies upon other titles, yet where the greateft underftanding and 
power of teaching is,there is anaturall preheminence and fuperiori- 
ty eatexws.that is according to the proportion of the excellency; and 
therefore in the inftance of S, Paul we are taught the {tile of the court, 
and Difeiples fr at the feet of their Matters, as he did at the feet of his 
Tutor Gamsaliel, which implies duty,fubmiffion, and fubordinations 
and indeed it is the higheft of any kinde, not onely bécaufe it is | 
founded upon nature,’ but becaule itis a fubmiffion of the moft ime 
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perious faculty we have, even of that faculry which when we are re- 
moved from our Tutors,is fubmitted to none but God ; for no man 
hath power over the underftanding faculty ; and therefore fo long 
as we are under Tutors andinftruCtors, we give to them that duty, 
in the fucceflion of which claim, none can {ucoeed but God himfelf, 
becaufe none elfe can fatisfie the under{tanding but he. 

Now then becaufe the Apoftles were created: Do@ors of all the 
world, hoc ipfo they had power given them over the underftandings ; 
of their difciples, and they were therefore fitted with an infallible 
{pirit, and grew tobe fo authentick that their determination was 
the laft addrefle of all inquiries in queftions of Chriftianity : and al- 


though they werenotabfolute Lords of their faith and underftan- | © 


dings | | 
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| A:divgs, as thelr Lord was, yet they had, under God, a fapremecare, 
| |.and prefidency, to order, toguide, toinftrud, and to fatisfe their 
under{tandings; and thofe whom they fent out upon the fame er- 
rand, according to the proportion and excellency of their {pirit, had 
alfo a degree of fuperiority and eminency ; and therefore they 
who were rvomarns o& DdSazware Labourers in the wordand do&vine,| 
were allo ‘epssares aperSdree9e Prefbyters chat were Prefidents and 
Rulers ofthe Church; and this eminency is for ever to be retained 
according as the unfkilfulnefle of the Difciple retainshim inthe 
| |forme of Catecbumens, or asthe excellency of the inftructor ftill 
‘1p keeps thediftance, erelfe, as theofficeof teaching being orderly 
| and regularly affigaed makes a legall, political, and pofitive autho- 
rity, to which all thofe perfons are for orders faketo fubmit, who 
poflibly in re{pect of their perfonall abilities might be exempr from 
‘| that autherity. 

Upon this ground itis, that learning amongit wife perfone is 
efteemed a title of nobility and fecular cminency: Egoenimquid| . 3 | 
alind uunificentia adhibere potui.st fincdiasut ficdixerins, in unbraedu Pt ee 
| cata équtbus claritedo vewit, {aid Seneca to Nero, And Ariftetleand A. jb 18. 
Gellivs affirme,that not onely excellency ofextraction, or great for- | Arif. lib. 4 
tunes, but learnmg alfo makes svble; circunsusdique fedentibus multis 4°. ip. 
dorind, ant genere, ant fortund xobilibusviris: aod thereforethe !19.c.10, 
Lawyers fay,that ifa legacy be given pauper webilz, the executors, if | 
they pleafe, may give it toa Deter. I onely make this-ufe of it, that. Seieel. inl, 
they who are by publick defignation appointed to teach, are alfo ap- | Cod.de dient, 
pointed in fome fenfe to govern them : and if learning itfelf be a faire 


La, 

title to fecular opinion, and advantages of honour, then they who sia i b o ! 
are profeflors of learning, and appointed to be. pubhi¢kteachers, are | «div. diverf. 
alfo ferabove their difciples asfarxe as the chair'isabouethe Aree or J*e. 
floor, that is, in that very-relation of teachtrsand {cholars: and 


therefore among the heathen the -Priefts who were 'to an{werde 
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my fteriis fomctimes bore a f{cepter. : . 
Xgusta dra oxha']pe, x rrsorefo wev-nes A pases. : | 
Upon which verfe of Homer Buftathras-obferves, cuir dt Beonsle:, 
© Abas x Sans Wexiia|cev iv, Thefcepter-wasnot-ondly.an enfigne of a + 
King, but of a Judge-and of'a Prophet ;it fignified a power of anfwe- | 
ring injudgement, and wife fentences. ThistHeourfe was occafio- 
-ned by our bleffed Savioursillative; «U aed #5 Zoven ‘ME, ‘CoC :7EC 
therefore aud teach 3,and it concludes, that the authority of Preaching is 
more then.the facnlsy, that it includes,power and.prefidency, that | 
therefore a feparation of: perfons is ex a:uedants inferred, -unleffe or- 
der and authority'be alfocafuall, and-that allen alfo maybe Ge< 
| vernoursas well.as Preachers. » 
-Now that here wasa plain feparation of fome per fons for this mi- 
. | niftery,I thall not need to: prove by-any-other argument: befides the 
words ofthe Comaniffion; fave onely that this may beadded, — 
, : B 2 ere 
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here was asore neceflary, thena commiffion; great abilities, {peciall A 
ailiftances, extraordinary and divine knowledge, and underftanding 
the myfteries of the kingdome ; fo that thefe abilities were feparati- 
ons enough of the perfons, and defignation of the officers; But this | 
may pofsibly becoine the difficulty of the queftion; For, when the ' 
Apoftles had filled the world with the Sermons of the Gofpel, and 
that the holy Ghoft defcended ina plentifull manner, then was the 
prophecy of Fre! fulfilled, ofd men dreamed dreams, and young men 
faw utfions, ani fons and daughters did prophecy 3 now the cafe was al- 
tered: and thedifciples themfelves ftartup doctors, and women 
prayed and prophecied, and Prifcilla face in the chaire with her huf- | p 
band Agwils, and Apollos fat at their feet : and now all was common 
again: and therefore although the commifsion went out firft to the 
Apoftles, yer whenby miracle God difpenfed great gifts to the Lai- 

ty, and to women, he gave probation that he intended that al! fhould 
prophecy and p:each, left thofe gifts fhould be to no purpofe, This 


| muft be confidered, 7 


1. Thefe gifts were miraculous verificitions of the great promife 
of the Father, of fending the holy Ghoft, and thatall perfons were 
capable of that blefsing in their feverall proportions, and tbhat-Chri- 
ftianity did defcend from God were ex aéundanti proved: by thofe 
extraregular difpenfations: fo that here is purpofe enough fignified | 
although they ke not ufed ta inferre an indiftinction of officers in 
this mioiftery. ‘ - : 
2. Thefe gifts were given extraregularly: ‘but yet wich fome 
difference of perfons: for all did not prophecy, nor all interpret, 
nor all {peak with tongues: they were buta few that did all this: 
we finde but the daughters of one man onely and Pri(cél/a among all 
the nations of the Jews-that ever did prophecy, ofthe women: and 
ofLaymen I remember notone but 4 7sd/4 and Agabus: and thefe 
will be but too ftraight an argument to blend a whole order of men D 
in a popular and vulgar indifcrimination. © | a 
4. Thefe extraordinary gifts were no authority to thofe who had 
thers, and no other commision, to {peak in publick. And there- 
fore S. Pasl forbids the women to fpeakin the Church, and yetit 
was notdenyed but fome of them might have the fpirit of prophecy, 
Speaking in the Church was part of an ordinary power, to whichnot 


| onely bility but «xthority alfo and commiffion are required: That 


was clearly one feparatiOn ; women were not capable of a clericall 
im ployment, no not fo quch as of this miniftery of preaching. And ; 
by this we may take fpeedier account concerning Deaconeflesin §& 
the Primitive Church 3 de Disconiffi ego Bartholomens d:fponos 0 
Epifcope, imponesei manus prafentibus Presbyteris, Disconu &» Disco- 
wilfis, ©» dices, Refpice {uper banc famulam tuans ; {0 itis in the confti- 
tutions Apoftolicall under the name of S, Clement : By which ie 
fhould feem they were ordained for fome Ecclefiafticall oo : 
which | 


| : the Office Minifteriall. | 
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lA which isalfo more credible by thofe words of Tertalliazn, Qnante | 
igitur Ce que is Eccl-fiss ordinari folent, que Deo wubere maluerunt ¢ : 
| And Sozomen tells of Olympias, Hunc cute cnns gencre effet nobili(imo, | 
iuamivis juvenculam ex quo vidua facia erat , ghia ex prafcrt:to Ec- 
cle egregie philofophitur , in Miniftram Nectariws ordinat > and 


whatfoever thefe Deaconefles could be, they could not fpeak in 
publike unleffe they did prevaricate the Apoftolicall: rule, given to 
the Corinthian and Epbefaw Churches: And therefore though 
Olympias was anexcellent perfon, yet fhee wasno preacher , fhee 
p | was a Philofopher, notin her difcourfe, butin her manner of |i- 
ving and beleeving: P4ilofophata ex Ecclefie prefcripto, and that 
could not be by preaching: but thefe Deaconetles after the A po- 
ftolicall age, were. the fame with the smd 2 wely, the good wo- 
men, that did domeftick offices and minifter to the temporall 
necefsity of the Churches in the dayes of the Apoftles; Sucha one 
was Phebe of Cencorea; but they were not admitted toany holy 
of fpirituall office: So we have certain teftimony from Antiquity, 
whence the objectioncomes For fothe Nicene. Councel exprefly: 
iuvhsmuay lor drexovtard, Be. sat undt sereoOnciar rive Syxow, Ost GF cemeepos Cy Jois 
1 | asinsis duds iertQedus Deaconeffes are to bee reckoned in the 
Laity, becaufe they have no impofition of hands, v=. for any 
{pirituall office. For they had impofition of hands in fome pla- 
ces to temporall adminiftrations about the Church, anda fo- 
lemn benediGion, but nothing of the isegand Nvems; the fame 
were the opscBades, aporesiwwai, the Presbytere{fes, who were the 
cupepviser, or the governefies of women , in order to manners 
and religion; but thefe, though (as Tertullian affirmes, and Zo- 
navas, and Balfamo confelle) they were folemnly ordained and fet 


over the women in fuch offices, yet prettrided to nothing of the 


among{t the Herefies of the Cstaphrogians, that they ordained their 
Deaconefles, viz, to {pirituall minifteries; but thofe women that 
defire to bee medling are not moved with fuchdifcourfes; they 
care for none of all thefe things; therefore I-remit them to the 
precept of the Apoftle, But I suffer not awoman to teach, but to bein 
filence. . . 7 
And a8 for the men who had gifis extraordinary of the Spirit, al- 
tiough thcy were permitted at firft in the Corz#th:an Church ( be- 
fork there wasaBrihop, ora fixed colledge of Clergy ) to utter the 
in{pired dictates of the Spirit, yet whether they were Lay or 


infuall difpenfation that the prophets of ordinary miniftery,though 
| B3 now 


15 
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cAffiatem, 


Lib.4.6.9. 


{uch a one it was, whom Saint Bafil called impollutam facerdotems, | Libde ving. 


€.19. 


clericall power or the right of {peakingin publike. — dexortosdr niyye igv ey at 
So Epiphanius: T here i an order of deacone(fes imthe txxancia, dr sX 46 7 iteg]evey, 
Church. ut not to ineddle, or to attempt any of the sd ]s com yesgesy éai|pemes. 
holy offices. And inthis fence it was that Saint -4mbvofe reckons it | 201 Timc.3. 


t Tim.20126 


8. 


Clergy is not there expreied; and it is mote agreeable to the | 


or Qewen ag we 


| The Divine inflituticn of 


‘now extraordinarily affifted fhauld prophecy in publike; but how-| A 


ever, when thefe extraordinaries did ceafe, if they were common 
perfons, they had no pretence to invade the Chair (nor that wee 
find ever did: ) for an.ordinary ability to {peak was never any war- 
rant to cifturbanorder; unleflethey can fay the words of S, Peul 
[ Wheresnto 1 am ortaincd 6 iregond | they mighe not invade the 
office, Tobeableto performeanofiice, though it may beea fair 
| di(pofition to make the perfon capable to recegive it orderly, yet it 
does not aGually inveft him: ; every wife manispota Counfellour 
of State, nor every good Lawyer a Judge. And. doubt nor butin 


_|the Jewith religion there were many perfons ag ableto pray as their B 


Priefts, who yet were wifer thento refule the Priefts advocation 
apud Deve®, and reciting offices in behalf of the people: Orabst pro 
co facerdos was the order of Gods appointing, though himfelf were 
a devout perfon and of an excellent {pirit, And it had need be fome- 
thing extraordinary that muft warrant an ordinary perfonto rife 
higher then hisownevennefle ; and sbi/ity or -il/is but a pofhibility; 
and muft be reduced toad by fomething that tran{mits authority, 
or docs eftablith order, or diftinguith pesfons, and feparate profell 
ons. And it is very remarkable, that when fe. had mifcarried and 


| loft his Apoftolate, it was faid. thatit was neceflary for fome body 


tobe cho{en tobe a wimefle of Chriftsrefurrefion. Two were na- 
med, of ability fufficient,but that was not al]: they muft chu‘ one, 
ito make up the number of the twelve, a diftiné feparate perfon ; 
which thews that it was not onely a work / for that, any of them 
might have done ) bur an office of ordinary miniftery, ‘J he abiliry 
of doing which work although all they thar lived with Jefis, might 
either have had, or seceived at Pestecoft, yet the authority and grace 
was more : the firft they had upon experience, but this onely by di- 
vine eleftion: which is a demonftration that every perfon that can 


| do offices clericall is not permitted:to do them, and that befides the 


knowl:dge and satural or artificiel abslities, a divine qualification is 
neceflar Yo 
And therefore God complains by the Prophet, 7 bive ot fext theas, 


| and yet they run ; and the Apoftle leaves it as an eftablifhed rule, How 


Bib they preach except they be fent ? which two places, I thal] grant to 
be meant concerning adiftin® and anew meflage; Prophets muft 
not offer any doftrine to the people, or pretend a dorine for which 
they had not a commifflion fram God. But which way foever they 
be expounded, they will conclude right in this particular. For ifthey 
fignifie en ordinary miffion , then there is an ordinary miffion of 
preachers, which ne man moft ufurp unleffe bee can prove his title 
certainly and clearly, derivative from God; which when any man 
of the Laity can do, we mult ezve him the right band of felon fbip, 
and wit bim good (peed. But if thefe words fignifie an extraordinary 
cafe, and that no meflage muft be pretended by Prophets but what 


they 


@ 
the Office Mincftertell. 
_; they have commiffion for, then muft not ordinary perfans pretend | 
an extraordinary miffion to an ordinary purpofe: for befides, that 
God does never do things ynreafonably, nor will endure that ordet 
be interrupted to no purpofe, he wil] never giye an extraordinary 
Commiffionunleffe it be to. a proportionable end; whofeever pre- 
tends to a licence of preaching by reafon of an extraordinary cal- 
fing, muft look that be be furnifhed with an extraordinary meffage, 
left his Commiffion be ridiculous 3 and when hee comes he muft be 
fure to fhew his authority by an argument proportionable ; thatis, 
by fucha probation without which no wile man can reafonably be-| 
leevehim; which cannot be Jefle then miraculous and divine. In al] 
other cafes he comes under the curfe of the on mii, thofe whom 
God fent not, they go on their own errand, and muft pay themfel ves 
their wages. , pa 
But befides that, the Apoftles weretherefore to have an immedi- 
| ate miffion, becanfe they were to repeive new inftryctions: thefe 
| inftrutions were fuch as were by an ordinary, and yet bya diltin& 
miniftery to be.conveyed for ever afer ; and therefore did defigne 
an ordisiary, fucceflive, and lafting power and authority, Nay our 
tlefled Lord went one ftep further in this provifion, even to re- 
osark the very Grft fucceflors and partakers of this power, to be ta- 
ken isto the lot of this mini fiery, and they were the feventy tho whom 
Chrift had ent (as probationers of their future preaching ) upon a. 
fhort errand into the Cities of Judah: But by this affignarion of 
mere perfons then thpfe to whom he gave immediate Commiffian.. 
he did declare that the office of preaching was to be difpenfed by a 
feparate and peculiar fort of men, diftinét fram the people, and yet 
others then thofe who had the commiffign ¢xtraordinary ; that 
is, by fuch who were to be ealled ro it by an ordinary vocation. | 
As Chrift conftituted the office and named the perfons, both ex- 
| eraordinary and erdisary, prefent and fuccefliye s fo he provided 
| gifts for them too, that the whole ailpenfation might be his. and 
| might be apparent. And therefore Chrilt whem hee afscnaed up on | 
bigh gave gifts to men, to this very purpofe; and thefe giftscom-| 
ling from the fame Spirit made feparauon of diftint mupifteries 
tinder the fame Lord. So S.Paw seftifesexprelly, Now there are 
| diver fitiesat gifts, but the fame [pirit, x ddaspious haxaudy tio) | there are 
diferent adminiftrations | differcncies af winifteries; it is the pro- 
per word for Church vifices ; the mjojery jsdiftinguifhed by they | 
gift 5 Ie is. wot & gift for the minifferz, but the winiflery it felf is the | 
‘| gifts aad diftinguithed accerdingly. An extraordinary miniftery 
needs an extraordimry aid a miraculous pifts that is a mira- 
culous caBing and vocation and 4 “gation by the holy Ghoft;| 
but an ordinary gift cannot fublime an or-itaary perfon co a 
fupernaturall imployment; and from rhjs dicourfe of the dif- | | 
fering gifts of the Spirit, Saint Pes/ without any further artifice | 
COs, | 


13, 
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concludes that the Spirit intended a diftinGtion of Church-officers for A 


the work of the miniftery; for the conclufion of the diicour(eis, 
that Ged hath (et fome in the Church, firft Apoftles, feeondarily Pros 
phets, thirdly Teachers; andleftall Gods people fhould ufurp thefe 
offices, which God by his Spirit hath made feparate and diftinguith- 
ed. headdes, Are all Apoftles? are all Prophets? are all Teachers? \€ fo, 
then were all the body one member, quite contrary to nature, and to 


Gods Oeconomy. | 


And that this defignation of diftin€t Church-officers is for ever, S, 
Paul al(o affirmes asexprefly as this queftion fhall need 5 Hee gave 
fome Apofiles, fome Prophets, and fome Evangelifs, and fore Paftors 
and Tes: hers, si tenor draxovics, for the werk of the miniflery, sill weal] 
arrive at the unity of faith, which as foonas it-fhall happen, then 
commeth the end. Till the end be, the te» Aexorien the work of 
the Miniftery mult go forwards, and is incumbent upon the Paftors 
and Teachers ; this is their work, and they are the minifters, whom 
the holy Ghoft defigned. -— 

1. For, Iconfider that either to ,preach requires but an ordinary 
or an extraordinary ability; if it requires an extraordinary, they who 
are illiterate and unlearned perfons are ‘the unfitreft men in the 
world for it : ifan ordinary fufficiency will difcharge it, why cannot 
they fuppofe the clergy of acompetency, and ftrength fufficient to 
do that which an ordinary underftanding, and faculties can per- 
form ? what need they entermeddle with that, to which no extraor- 
dinary affiftance is required? or elfe why do they fet their fhoulder 
to fuch a work, with which no ftrength but extraordinary, iscom- 
menfurate? inthe firftcafeitis needleffe ; in the fecond it is ufelefs; 


in both vain andimpertinent. For either no man needs their help, | _ 


or if they did, they are very unable to help; Iam fure they are, if 
they be unlearned perfons ; and if they be learned,they well enough 
know, that to teach the people is not a power of {peaking, but is alfo 
an act of jurifdiction and authority, and in which, order is at leaft 
concerned inan eminent degree: Learned mex are not fo forward 3 
and thofe are moft confident who have Jeaft reafon., | 
_2. Although as Homilies to the people are now ufed according to 
the {malleft rate, many men more preach then fhould, yet befides 
that to preach pradently, eravely, piou/ly,and with trath,requires more 
abilities then are difcernable by the people, fuch as make even a plain 
work reafonable to wife men, and ufefull to their bearers, and ac- 
ceptable to Gods befides this, I fay, the office of teaching is of 
larger extent then making homilies, or {peaking prettily enough to 
pleafe the common and undi(cerning auditors. They that are ap- 
pointed toteach the people mutt rejpomicre de jure, esve account of 
their faith indefiance of the numerous armies of Heretikes; they 
mutt watch for their flock, and ufe excellent arts to arme them a- 
gainft all their weaknefles from within, and hoftilities from without; 
, they 


E 
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A they mutt ftrengthen the weak, confirme the ftrong, compofe _ 
‘the fcrupulous, {atisfiethe doubtfull, and be ready to anfwer cafes’ 
| of con{cience; and I beleeve there are not fo little as 5000 ca 

fes already ftarted up among the Cafuifts, and for ougtit [ know, 
theremay be s000 times 50003 And there are fome cafes of; 
conf{cience that concern Kings and kingdomes in the higheft myfte- 
Fioufnelle, both of State and Religion, and they alfo belong to 
Paffors for the interefts of Religion, and Teach.rs to determine or 
advife in, | Kneuxe; Aids dyyiass Atyu xy avd ear Ad, Yv7 mloais Suotase av]is 
Draxovey]ag HACITIVEY, Z UMP xX eo drd'gay Budrais 7H x, aperis. The preachers 

p |. werealways meflengers between God and men, being 44ediators by 
their facrifices, and they were interefted in their councells, and 
greater caufes; Andif religion can have influences intocouncells 

of Princes and publick intereft of kingdomes, and that there can be 

any difficuley, latent fenfes, intricacy of queftion, or my fteriouf- 
nefle in Divinity, it will be found that there dre other parts of the 
Preachers office, befides making homilies, and that when fo great 

{kill is required it wilknot be eafie to make pretences to invade it 5 
unleffe a man cannot be an excellent Lawyer without twenty yeers 

{kill and pra@tife, befides excellency of natural! indowments, and 

‘C | yetcan be an excellent Teacher and guide in all cafes of con{cience, 
|’ | meerly with openiag his mouth, and rubbing his forehead hard. 
But God hath taken order that thofe whom he hath appointed 
teachers of the people, fhould make it the work and bufinefle of 

| heir lives, that they fhould diligently attend toreading, to exhor- 
tation, andrododtrine, that they may watch over ther fick, over 
whom the holy Ghoft ha! h made them ov:rfeers. The inconvenience that 
this difcourfe isliketo meet withall is, that it conccrns thofe men 

- | whoare fyre not to underftand it: for they that have not the wif- 
dome of Prophets and wife men, cannot eafily be brought to 

_ know the degrees of diftance between the others wifdome and their 
own ignorance, Toknow that there is great learning beyond us is 

a great part of learning: butthey that have the confidence in the 
midft of their deepeft ignorance to teach others, want both mo- 
defty and. underftanding too, either, to perceive or to confefie their 
own wants, they never kiffed the lips of the wife, and therefore 
think all the world breaths a breath as fenny and moorifhas thent- 


felves, 


| Lhad. a, 


Befides the confideration of the ability thae a feparate num- | F 
f , ber of men fhould be theteachers, and it be not permitted promi- 5 
{cuoufly to every perfon ofa confident language and bold faney, is 
highly neceflary in the point of prad-ace and dxtytea. OF Pru- 
dence, becaufe there can be no fecurity againft all the evil doctrines 
of the world in a promifcuous uncho‘en company of Preachers. 
For if he be allowed the pretence of «x extraordinary, hethall belie 
the holy Spirit, to coufen you, when he hath a mindetoit: I ? ham 
allow 
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goe bys whereas God fent at firft Embal[adors extraordinary, and then 
left bis Lez ) r, 
be fecuied: ; for they that have the guiding of fouls muft remember 


sy by common Cwrréevs or rather 42 -//engers by chanceatd as they 


ocP, 2 
P Bit this difcourfe would be unneceflary long, unleffe I fhould 
omit any arguments, and contract the reft. lonely fhall defire'te 
be confidered, concerning the purpofe of that part of divine provi- 
‘dénde, it Piving the Chriftian Church Commandements concerning 
provifions to be made for the preachers 5 Let the Elders that rule well 


have a donblébonowr, an elder brothers portion at léaft, both of ho- 


nour afid mainteninde, efpecially zfthey labour in the word and dodFrines 


_dand the reafénistaken out of 44o/es Law, but derived from the natu- 


rall, Boud trituranti non ligsbisos. For God bath trdsined that thofe that 
| labour in the Cofpel fiend live of the Gofp:ll. This argument will force 
‘us to diftinguith perfons, orelfe our purfes will 5 and ifall will have 
‘a right to preach the Gofpell that think themfelves able, thenalfo 
they have a right to be maintained too. 


I 


A 


I fhall adde no more, 1 God hath defigned perfonsto teachthe 


| the Jus ordssariune they intend to fixe upon the Clergy according to 
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| people, 2 charged them with the careoffou/s, 3 giventhem com- 

‘ miflion to goe into all the world, 4 given them gifts accordingly, 
5 charged the people to attend and to obey, 6 hath provided them 
maintenance and fupport, and 7 feparated them to reading, to exbor- 

| sesion, and to doctrine from the affairs of this world, that they may 
attend to thefe, by the care ofthe whole man, Ifany man incharity 
or duty will do any ghoftly offices to his erring or weak brother, he 
pe have areward of charity: for in this fenfe it is that Tertyl/i- 
an {ayes, that inremote and barbarous countreys the Laity doe sa- 
cerdotio aliquatesus fungi. But if he invades the publick chair,he may 
mect withthe curfe of Corah, ifhe intends malicioufly ; or ifhehave 
fairer, but miftaken purpofes, the gentler fentence pafled upon 
Uzeah may be the worft of his evill portion. 


Sect. IV. 


Inftance next in the cafe of Baptifme, which indeed hath fome 
[:tents and prejudice paffed upon it ; aad although it be putin 

the fame Commiflion, intrufted to the fame perfons, be a facred 
miniftery, aSacramentand a myfterious rite: whofe very Sacra- 
mentall and feparate nature, requires the folemnity of a diftin& 
order of perfons for its a ae lf if the laity may be admit- 
ted to the difpenfation of fo facred and folemn rites, there is nothing 
in the calling of the Clergy that can diftinguifh them from the reft 
of Gods people, butthey thall be holy enough, to difpence holy 
offices without the charges of paying honour and maintenance to 
others to do what they can do themfelves,. | . | 

In oppofition to which, I firft confider, that the ordinary mini- 
fter.of baptifme isa perfon confecrated ; the Apoftles and. their. 
fucceflors in the office Apoftolicall, and all thofe that partake of 
that power; andatneeds noother proof, but the plain production 
ofthe Commifhon; they who are teachers by ordinary. power, and 
authority, they alfo had command to baptize all nations: -.and ba» 
ptifme being the folemne rite of initiating difciples, and making the 
firft publick profeffion of the inftitution, ‘its in reafon and analogy 
of the myftery to be miniftred by thofe who were appointed to 
colle& the Church,and make Difciples, Icts:as po and decretory 
a Commiffion, as any other myfterioufnefle of Chriftianity ; and 
hath been accepted fo for ever as the dottrine of Chriftianity, as 
may appear in 4 Ignativs, © Tertullian, ¢ S:Gelafid, 4 S.Epiphan’xs, 
and ¢ S.Hierom ; who affirme in variety of fenfes, that B:/bops, ~~ 
and Deacons onely are to baptize ; fome by ordinary right, fome by. 
depuration; of whichil thall. afterwards give account.; But alt 


divme inftitution and commandemént, So thatin sore 
a a might | 
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| becaufe God had difpenfed the affairs of his Church, fo that cafes 


| for fo few perfons to baptize; and when Peter had preached to! o 


| reafon is allo urged by S. Hierome to the fame purpofe, onely requi- 


might haptize wat melmay & di drdyxany upen — nece{fity, yet| A 
this cannot upon juft pretence invade the ordinary miniftery, 


of neceffity doe not often occurre tothe prejudice and diffolution 
of publike order, acd minifteries; and if permiflions being made 
to fupply neceflities, be brought further then the cafe of excepti- 
on gives leave, the permiffion is turned into a crime,and does greater 
violence to the rule, by how much it was fortified by that very ex- 
ception, asto other cafes not excepted. And although incafe of 
extremeneceffity every man may preach the Gofpel, as to dying 
Heathens, or unbeleeving perfons, yetif they do this without fuch, 
or the like neceffity, whae at firlt was charity, in the other cafe is 
“i and pride, the two greateft enemies to charity in the 
world. | ) 

But now for the thing it felf, whether indeed any cafe of necet 
firy can tranfmit to lay-perfons a right of baptizing, it muft be 
diftin@ly confidered, Some fay it does. For Ananias baptized 
Paul, who yet (as itis {aid ) was not-inholy orders3 and that the 
3000 Converts at the firft Sermon of 8. Peter were all baptized by 
the Apoftles, isnot eafily credible, it being too numerous a body 


Cornelius and his family, he caufed the brethren that came along 
with him to baptize them; and whether hands had been impofed 
on them or no, isnotcertain: And in purfuance of the inftance of 
Ananias, and the other probabilities,the Doors of the Church have 
declared their opinions seaxss, Je cafes of meceffity, alay-berfon may 
baptize, So Tertutlianin his book of baptifme, Ahiogui C* Lateu jue 
eft baptizandi. Quod enim ex equoaccipstar, ex aque daripeteft, The 


ring that the baptizer be a Chriftian, fuppofing whatfoever they 
have received they may alfo gives; but becaufe the reafon con- 
cludes not, becaule ( as themfelves beleeve ) a Presbyter cannot col- 
late his Presbyterate, % muft therefore reft onely upon their bare au- 
thority 3 ifie fhall bethought ftrong enough to bear the weight of 
the contrary reafons. Andthe Fathers in the Councel of Elsberis 
determined, — mavigantes, ant fi ccclefa in prexime won fuerit, | 
poffe fidelclem, qui lavacruns (uum integram babet,nec fit bigenus bapts- 
work in mecelfatate infirnetatic poftum Catccumenam, ite xt fi faper- 
vixerit, ad Epi{coepume ense producal, wt per mares impefitioncns proficere 
pofit. The Synod held at Alexandria under Alexander their Bifhop | 
approved the ediGns of the children by srhasafiue, being but a 
poy 3 andthe Nene Fathers ratifying the bapti(me made by here- 
icks ( amongft whoa they could not but know in fome cafes, there 
was no true Priefthood or legitimate ordination ) muft by neceflary 
confequence {uppofe baptifme to be difpenfed effeually by lay- 
perfons. AndS, Hicrome is plain, Baptizare fi wece([rtac cages fcimus 


etiam 


wy 
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| AS etiam licere Laces the famealmoft with the Canon of the fourth 
Cooncell of Carthage, Malrer badt®are nen profumat ni fe necelfitate 
cogente: though, by the way, thele words of [ cogente meceffirate | are a aan : 
notin the Canon, but thruft in by Gratéan and Peter Lombard. And , 
the fame opinion is S. Am5rofe, or he who under his name wrote the ee ee 
Commentaries upon the fourth tothe Eph-/iuns,* P. Gelafius, & S. | Epi. Parmen, 
Auguftene and ¢ I fidcr,& generally all the Scholars after their Matter, | Saude: 
 Butagainft this doGrine were all the African Bifhops for about | vin.off.«.¢4. 
150 years; whotherefore rebaptized perfons returning from here- 4 
ticall conventicles 5 Becaufe thofe heretical! Bifhops being depofed 
and reduced into Lay-communion, could sot therefore collate ba» 
ptifine for their want of holy Orders: as appears in S. Ba/ils canoni- 
call Epiltle to Avephslo:hiwe, where he relates their reafon, and re- 
futesit not. And however Firm ian and S Cyorian might be deceived 
in she thinking beretickes quite loft their orders; yet inthis they 
were untouched, that although their fuppofition was queftionable, 
yet their fuperftructure was medled with, vz, that if they had been 
Lay perfons, their baptizations were null-and invalid, fone 
I confeffe the opinion hath been very generally taken up in thefé 5 
laft ages of the Church, and almott witha Neavine contradicente ; the 
-_| firftages had more variety of opinion: ard I thinki¢ may yet be 

€ | confidered anew upon the old ftock. For fince abfolutely, all the 
Church affixes the ordinary miniftery of baptif{me tothe Clergy ; if 
others do baptize, doe they fin, or-do they not fin? That itisno 
fione, isexprefly affirmed in the 16 Canon of Nicepborus of Cc. P. 

If the cwn father baptezes the child, or any other Chri- *' 3 ae — 
ftian man, itis no fin. *S, . Anguftineisalmoft ofa- ;,.f1.7", Slegnm ime i5y 
nother.minde, c& /é Laicus nevelfitate compslfus bapti[- BewndSivar* d'xy Laaiou K 
murs dederit, mefcio an pie quifquim dixerit,Baptifmam nthe ins fake laa : 
effe repetendum: Nulld enim cogente necelfitate fo fiat, zx teiy ER O xpineenss 
alseni muneris wfurpatio cst 5 fi antemnecefitasurgeat,) 

D | aut nulum, aut veniale delicium est, And of-this minde are all they, ; * Lib.2.comr. 
who by frequent ufing of that faying have made it almoft proverbi pat nets 
all, Falun valet, fieri non debet. \f they donotfin, then women and} ‘ 

Lay men have as much right from Chrift:to bapetze 48’ Deacons: 

or Prefbyters; then they may upon the’ fame ftock and right doe 

itas Deacons doe: forif a Bifhop was prefent it was notlawfull| . — . 

for Deacons, as is exprefly affirmed by S, Igsstios inhisEpifileto| ©... 

Heron the Deacon; and S. Epipbszins with the fame wotds de- 

nies a jus baptizandi, te women and ts Deseonss, and both of then 
£ | affirme it to be proper to Bifhops. » Further yet, *:Tertullias and | peso ade, 

S. Hierom deny a power to Prefbyters to doe st without Epifcopall | Lucifer 

difpenfation. Now if Prefbyters and Deacons have this powér _ 

onely by leave and in certain cafes, then itis more thet the women 

have; onely that they are fitter perfons.to be intrufted with the 

deputation; a lefie neceflity will devolve it upon Prefbyters then 

C upon 


Can. mulier de 


Haref.ig, 


ne fteries,but that they alfo may be invaded?and cafes of neceffity may 
7h Ro 
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upon Deacons, and upon. Deacons then Lay mn, andalefle yet will, A | 
caft it upon Lay ween then wemex : and this difference isin refpet of 
humane order and pofitive conftitution, but in the nature of the thing 
according to this doGrineall perfons are equally receptive of it:And 
therefore to baptize is no part of the grace of Orders, no fruit of the 
holy Ghoft,but a work which may be done by all,and at fome times 
mutt : and if baptifme may, then it will be hard to keep all the other 
rites from the common iorodes,and thea the whole office wil perifh, 

But if Lay perfons baptizing, though in cafe of neceflity, dce fin, 
asS, Auguftize feems to fay they doe, then itis certain, Chrift never 
gave them leave fo much as by infinuation ; and then neither.can the 
Church give leave ; for (he can give leave for no man to fin; and be- 
fides , {uch a deputation were to no purpofes Becaufe no perfon fhall 
dare to do it, for evill is not to be done, though for the obtaining the 
greate(t good: and it will be hard to ftate the queftion, fo thatei- 
ther the childe fhall perifh, or fonie other muft perith forit; for he 
chat pofitively ventures upona fin fora ggod end, worthipsGod 
with a finne, and therefore fhall bethank’d with adamnation, ifhe| 
dies before repentance 3 but if the childe fhall not perifh in fuch cafe 
of not being baptized, then why fhould any man breake the rule of 
infticution > and if he fhal!l perith without being baptized, then God 
hath affixed the falvation of the childe upon the condition of ano- 
ther mans fine. , a | | : 

3. And indeed the pretence of cafes of neceflity may doe much 
towards the excufing an irregularity inanexterior rite, though of 
divine inftitution, 2 7is dratyuns i: aAtyur dow Cos. But it will not be eafily 
‘proved that God hath made any fach neceflities, it is certainthat 
. [for perfons having the ufe of reafon God hath provided a temedy 

| that no lay perfon fhonld have need to baptize a Catechumen 3, for 
his votw or defire of Baptifme thall ferve histurnes And it will be 
unimaginable that God hath made no provilion for infants, and yet 
put it upon them in we Pac with equall neceffiry, which with- 

out breach of a divine inftiention cannot be fupplied. 
4. [fa Lay perfon fhall baptize,whether or no fhall the perfon bap- 
tized receive benefit, or.will any more but the outward act be done? 
for that the Lay perfon fhall convey revs Sacramenti or be the mi- 
nifter of facramental] ee no where revealed in Scripture, and is 
az, | againtt che Analogy of theGofpel; forthe verbuns reconciliationss, 
is | all she whole miniftery of reconcilsstionis intrufted to the Prieft, No- 
adfe-| bis, (faith S. Pasl )te ws who ave Embaffadors. And what difference is 
'{ there, if cafes of neceflity be pretended in the defect of other mini- 


| by other men alfo be nambred in the other Sacramentsand they have 
_ | done fo,8 I kaow,who faid that no man muft confecrate the Sacra- 
ment of she Lords fupper but be that is lawfully called,except there be 

a cafe of neceffsty;Scthat there may bea cafeof neceflity for the bieffed 


Sacrament 
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A Sacrament , therenceds no other teftimony then the* Nicene Coun-; 4Cer. 13. 
‘cell; which calls the Sacrament in the article of death eayxu- 
‘Saurer tosdior viaticus, the moftneceflary provifion for our jour- 
ney: and ifa lay perfon abfolves, there is as much promife of the 
| validity of the one asthe other, unlefle it be faid, that there ma 
' be abfolute neceflity ofbaptifme, but not fo of abfolution lich 
the maintainers of the other opinion are not apt to Dose And 
therefore S. Augu/tise did not know whether baptifme adminiftred 
by a lay perfon be tobe repeated or no; Nefcioan pte quifquam dix- 
erst. he knew not; neither doe I, But Simeon of Thefalonica is 
BR confident sdtis Baxriler of ut xeresloviay Exe No man baptines but be that 
isin bolyorcers; the baptifme is null; Icannot fay {o; nor can I fay 
low dunt; Letit be reccived. Onely I offer thistoconfidcration 5 
:fa Deaconcan dono minifteriall a& with effect, buta lay perfon 
may doe the fame with effe@ upon the perfon fufcipient, what is 
that (upernaturall grace and inherent and indeleble chara¢ter which 
a Deacon hath received in his ordination? Ifa Deaton can dot no 
fupernaturall a&t which were void and oull if done by him that is 
‘| nota Deacon, he hath nocharacter, no {pirituall inherent power : 


and that he is made the ordinary minifter of it, 1s for order fake 


C. | buthethat cando the fame thing, bath the fame power and abili- 
ty: by this ground a Lay perfon anda Deacon are not di{tinguifhed 
by any inherent charaGer, and therefore they who under{tand the 
{pirituall powers and effects of ordination in the fenfe and expreffion 
of an inherent and indeleble chara@er will finde fome difficulty in 
allowing the effect ofa Jay baptifm. | | 

But I confider that che inftances of Scripture brought for the law- 
fulnefle of lay-adminiftration, if they had no particular exception, 
yet are impertinent to this queftion : for it is not with us pretended 
in any cafe to be lawfull, but in extreme neceflity : And therefore, 

D |S. Perers deputing the brethren who come with him to Corme/ius to 
baptize his family, 1s nothing to our purpofe, and beftanofwers it 
felfe : for either they were of theClergy, whocame with them, of 
elfe lay perfons may baptize by the right of an ordinary deputation, 
without a cafe of nece‘hty : for here was none: S, Peter might have 
done himfelf. a _ 

And as for Azanias , he was one of the feventy two! andifthat 
be nothing. yet he was called tothat miniltrattonabout 2a/, as 
Paul himtelfe was to the Apoftlethip, even by an immediate vocati- 

g {| on, and miffion from Chrifthimfelfe. And if this anfiver were not 
futficient (as itis moft certainly ) the argument would prefle fur- 
ther chen is intended : for Aza 7zas tells him, he was feat to him that 
be might lay his bands on hin that be might receiv: the holy Ghoft - and 
to do thar was more then Philip could doe, though he was a Dea- 
con and in as great a neceflity asthis was: And yet befides all this, 
this wasnota cafe of necefhity, a thére was never a Prefbyter 

| | 2 or 
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or Deacon inall Dansafews, or that God durft not truft any of them| A 
with Panl, but onely Amanias, or that Pax! could not ftay longer 
| without baptifme,as many thoufand corverts did in defcending ages, 
And for the other conjeCture it is not confiderable at all: for the 
Apoftles might take three or four days time to baptize the 3000: 
there was no hurt done ifthey had ftayeda week : the text infinuates 
nothing to the contrary : The famse day about 3000 were ad:icd to the 
Chur:h; then they were add-d totheChurch, that is, 6y vertuc and offi- 
cacy of that Sermen,who it may be,confidered fome while of S Peters 
difcourfe, and gave up their names upon mature deliberation and| 
pofitive conviction, Bur it isnot faid they were baptized the fame day; | B 
and yet it was not impofible for the twelve Apoiftles to doe it in one 

day, if they had thought it reafonable. 
For chy own particular! with we would make no more neceflities 
then God-made, but that we Jeave the adminiftration of the Sacra- 
ments to the manner of the firft inftieution, and the Clericall offices 
be kep: within theircancells, thatno Lay hand may pretend a rea- 
fon to ufurpe the facred miniftery : and fince there can be no 
neceflity for unbaptized perfons of yeers of difcretion , becaufe 
their defire may {upply them, it were well alfoifour charity would 
finde {ome other way alfo, to underftand Gods mercy towards 
infants: forcertainly he is moft mercifull and full of pity tothem 
alfo: and if there be noneglett of any of hisown appointed mi- 
nifteries, fo ashe hath appointed them, methinks it were but reafo- 
nable to truft his goodnelle with the infants in other cafes: for it 
cannot but bea jealoufie anda fufpicion of God, a not diring to 
truft him, and an unreafonable proceeding befide, that we will ra- 
ther venture to difpenfe with divine ioftitution,then think that God 
will: orthat we fhall pretend more care of children then God hath: 
when we will break an inftitution, and the rule of an ordinary mi- 
niftery of Gods appointing, rather then caft them upon God: as 
if God loved this ceremony better then he loved the childe: for fo 
it muft be, if the childe perifhed for want of it: and yet {till me- 
thinks according to fuch doGrine, there was little or no care taken 
for infants for when God had appointed a miniftery , and fixed it 
with certain rules and a proper deputation: in reafon( knowing in 
all things elfe how merciful! God is and full of goodneffe +) we 
{hould have expedted that God fhould have given exprefle leave to 
have gone befides the firft circum ftances of the Sacrament, ifhe had 
intended we might or fhould: and that he fhould have told us fo 
too: rather thenby leaving them faft tyed without any exprefle 
cafes of exception, or markes of difference, permit men to difpute 
and {tand unrefolved between acafe of Duty anda point of Chari- 
ty for although God wil! have mercy rather then facrifice,yet when 
both are commanded, God takes order they hall never croffe each 
other, and facrifice is to be preferred before mercy, when the facri- 
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A fice isin the commandement andthe mercy is not ; as it s in the pre- 


lfent queftion. Andif tt were otherwifein this cafe, yet becauf¢ 
God loves mercy fo well, why fbould we not think, that God him- 
felf will {hew this. mercy to this Infant when he hath not expretled 
his pleafare that wee fhould do it ? wee cannot bee more mercifull 
thenheis. a 
The Church of England hath determined nothing in this parti- 
cular, that I know of; onely when in the firft Liturgy of King 
rdwerdthe fixt, a rubrick was inferted permitting midwives to bap- 
teze in cafes of extreme danger, it was Jeft out inthe fecond Litur- 
gies, whichis at leaft an argument fhe intended to leave the queftion 
‘undetermined; if at leaft that omiffion of the claufe was notalfoa 
rejection of the Article : Onely this Epiphanins objeGs it again{t the 
‘ Marcionites, and Terteliax againt the Grofficks, that they did. per- 
mit women to baptize: I cannot fay but they madeit an ordinary 
imployment, and a thing befides the cafe, of neccfiity :. I kaow not 
whether they did or no, Fut if they be permitted it is confider- 
‘able whither theexample may drive: b Petulats wulier que afurpa- 
vit docere, an non atique Cx tingends jus fibi pariet? that 1 may tury 
Tertullians Vhefisintoan Interrogative. » 7be wornen aferp the office of 
teaching, if alfo they may be permitted to baptize, they may in timear- 
rogate and invade other minifteries 5 ‘or if they do not by reafon of 


De prafeript. 
atref.g2. 


b Tertullian de 
baptifmo, 


the naturall and politicall. incapacity of their perfops, yet others) - 


may upon the fame ftock: for neceffity confifts not in a Mathe- 
maticall point, but hath latitude which may be expounded to in- 
convenience; and thatI fay truth and fear reafonably, I need no 
other teftimony then the Greck Church, for amongft them a 
Cust mepfr1@- ieptas } the abfence of the Prieft. is necefity enough for 
a woman to baptize 3 for fo fayes Gabriel Philadelphienfis © In the 
abfence of a Prieft 4 Chriftian Laick may baptiXe, whether it be man or wo- 
mas, either may doit; and whether that be not onely of danger in 
the fequell, butin it felf avery diflolutian of al) difcipline, I leave 
+t tothe Church of England to determine as for her owp particular, 
thatat leaftthe Sacrament be left intjrely to Clericall difpenGtion 
aceording to divine commandment. _ is = oo 
One thing I offer to confideration 5 that fince the keyes of the 
kingdome of heaven be moft notorioufly and fignally ufed in bap- 
tifme, in which the kingdome of heaven the Gofpel, and all its pro- 
mifes, is opened to all beleevers, and though as ceyiainly yet fete 
principally zs reconciling penitents, and admitting them to the com- 
munion of the faithfull, it may be of ill confequence, to let them 
be ufurped by hands to whom they were not configned, Certainit 
+5 S. Peter uled his keyes, and opened the kingdome of heaven firft, 


when he (aid, Repent ana be baptized every one of 704 iz the name of 


Fefus Chrift for the remilfion of fins, and ye ‘hall receive the giftof the 
Holy Ghofl. However asto the main queftion, wee havenot onely 
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the univerfall doctrine of Chriftendome, . but alfo exprefle authori-{ A 
ty and commiffion in Scripture, fending out Apoftles and A poftoli- 
call men, perfons of choice and {peciall defignation to baptize all nae 
tions, and toentertain them intothe fervices and inftitution of the 
holy Jefus. 


SecT. V. 


cred and divineft myftery of our Religion; that in which the 
Clergy intheir appointed miniftery do Svaxovivns usaver, fland| p 
between Gcd.ini thepeople, and do fulfill a {peciall and incomprehen- 
fible miniftery, which the Angels themfe/v-s dolock into with admira- 
tion 3 to which the people if they come without fear, cannot come 
without finne; and this of fo facred and referved my fterioufnefle, 
that but few have dared to offer at with unconfecrated hands: fome 
have. But the Eacharif is the fulneffe of all the myfterioufnefle of | - 
our religion; and the Clergy when they officiate here, are moft 
1Cor4i. | truly inthe phrale of Saint Paul d:pen/atores myfteriornm Der, difpen- 
fers of the great myfteries of the kingdome. For (to ufe the word 
roe of Saint Cyorian ) Fefws Chrift is our hizh Pict, and kim{clf became our| C 
vil. ‘ ‘ . 
Ep. 63. facrifice which he finilbed upon the croffein a reall perfcrmance, and now 
St Jefus Chri. | ig his office of Mediatorfhip makes intercefron for us by a perpstuall ex- 
pasate he hibition of bimfelf, of his own perfonin heaven, whith 1 q continual 
| eft farhrms fa- | ad2ually reprefented argument to move God to mercy to all that beleeve in, 
4 belay andobey the Holy Fefus, | | 
cium Patri feipfum primus obtulit, Cy boc fiert in fur commemorationem precepit, utique ille facerdos vice Chrifti vere 
fangitur qui id quod Chriftus fecit, rmitatur : Cy facrificium verum Cy plenum tunc offert in Ecclefia Deo Patri, fi inct- 
piat offerre (ecundurn quod ipfum Chriftum videat obtuliffe, 


2. Now Chrift did alfo eftablifh a number of fele& perfons, to | 
bee minifters of this great facrifice , finifhed upon the crofle; that | 5 
they alfo fhould exhibit and reprefent to God (in the manner 
which their Lord appointed: them ) this facrifice, commemora- 
ting the ection and /uffering of the great Prieft ; and by way of prayers 

_ |and impetration, offering up that adtion in behalf of the people, 
Orat.t1. Sa} 73 dvew Sueresiesor dvamturLas Tas Suetas, (as Gregory Nes. exprefles it) 
fending up facrifices to be laid upon the Altar in heaven, that the 
Church might bee truly united unto Chrfft their head, and in the 
| way of their miniftery may do what he doesin heaven; for he ex- 
hibites the /acrifice, thatis, bim/felf, actually and prefentially in hea- 
yen: the Prieft on earth commemorates the fame, and by his| E 
prayers reprefents it God in behalf of the whole Catholike Church; 
prefentially too, by another and more myfterious way of prefence; 
but both Chrift in heaven, and his minifters on earth do actuate 
that facrifice, and apply it to its purpofed defigné by praying to 
God in vertue and merit of that facrifice ; (brift bimfelf, — 
a an 


t. I Shall in(tance but once more, but it isin the moft folemn, fa- 


ne nn 


A 


| true Tabernacle, that is, he as our high Prieft officiatesin heaven, in 


D 
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minifters ) humbly, facramentally, and according to the energy of 
humane advocation and interceffion ; This is the fummie and great 
myfterioufnefle of Chriftianity, and is now to be proved. | 
“This is exprefly defcribed in Scripture 5 that part concerning 
Chriftis the do@rine of S, Paxl, who difputes largely concerning 
Chrifts priefthood ; affirming that Chrifkis s Prieft for ever she hath 
therefore an unchangeable prie/thood, becaule be continueth for ever, 
and be tives for ever to make intercefsxon for ws ; this he does as Prieft, 
and thefefore it mutt be by offering a facrifice,[ for every high Pricft 
és ordained tooffer gifts and facrifices | and therefore st # mece//ary lice 
alle have fomething to offer, as longas heisa Prieft, that is, for ever 


Hil che confummation of all things 5 fince therefore he hath nothing 


new to offer, and fomething he muft continually offer, it is evident. 


he offers himfelf as the medium of advocation, and the inftance and | 
argument of a prevailing intercefbon; and this hecalls! @ more ex- 


cellent miniftery Jand by it, Jefus 4 minifter of the Sanwary and of the 
the great office of a Mediator, inthe merit and powerof his death 
and refurrection, Now what Chsift does always in a proper and 
moft glorious manner, the minifters of the Gofpel al fo do in theirs : 
commemorating the facrifice upon the crofle, givieg thanks, and 


celebrating a perpetual! Eucharift for it, and 47 declaring the death of | . 


Chrift, and praying to God in the vertue of it, for all che members of 
the Church, and all perfons capable; it is i genere orations a facri- 
fice, and anin{trument of propitiation, as all holy prayers are in 
their feverall proportions. | 

And this was by a precept of Chrift; Hoc facite, Do this in remem. 
brance of me, Now this preceptis but twice reported of, in the new 
Teftament, though the inftitution of the Sacrament, be fourtimes, 
And it is done with admirable myftery 5 to diftinguith the feverall 
intere(t, and operations which concern feverall forts of Chriftians in 
their diftin@ capacities: S. Pew! thus reprefentsit; | Take eat 
This do in remembrance of me] plainly referring this precept to all 


that are to eat and drink the fymbols: for they alfodo in their | 


manner esuaciate, declare, or reprefent, the Lords death till hee 
come. And Saint Pas! profecutes it with inftrnctions particular to 
the xoivorsy]ss> FO them that do communicate, as appears in the fucceed- 


| ing cautions againtt sswerthy manducationpand for due preparation 


taitsreception. But S. Luke reports it, plainly to another purpofe, 
[ and he took bread, and vave thanks, axd brake it, and gave tt unto 
them, faying: This is my bod~ wich « given for yous Hoe facite, This] 


0 in remembrance of me: This ]cannot but relate to accepst, gratia} 


| eit, freget, diffribuit ; Hoe facite, Here wasno manducation expref- 


fed, and therefore Hoc facite concerns the Apoftles in the capacity 
of minifters, not as receivers but as Confecraters and givers; and if 
: : | . the 


| 39 | 


and glorious manner 5 the miniffers of his priefthood (as it becomes 


Heb.7.23,&¢. 
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30 | Z 
the inftitution had been reprefented in one fcheme without this my- ( A 
fterious diftmction, and provident feparation of imployment, wee 
‘had been eternally ina cloud, and have needed a new light to guide 
us; but now the Spirit of God hathdone it in the very firft foun- 
tains of Scripture. | 
5. 


_ And this being the great og fae? 4 of Chriftianity, and the onely 
ji iremanent exprefle of Chrifts facrifice on earth, it is, moft confonant 
to the Analogy of the myftery, chat this commemorative facri- 
fice be prefented by perfons as feparate, and diftinG in their mini- 
| ftery, as the facrifice it {elf is from, and above the other parts of our 
rel igion, . oo 
Thus alfothe Church of God hath for ever underftood it, with- 
out apy variety of fence or doubtfulneffe of diftinguifhing opini- 
ons. [t was the great excellency and fecret miniftery of the reli- 
gian, ‘to confecrate and offer the holy fymbols and Sacraments: 
I fhall eranfcribea paflage out of Ju/tis Mertyr giving the account 
: of it to Aatoninges Piven his Oration to him; and it will ferve 
in ftead of many 3 for it tellsthe religion of the Chriftians inthis| 
my ftery; and givesa full account of al] the ceremony. Mavoctueves 
pol.2, «| THY SU AGW Era cacsooicrlar Tg aevesyn Tar adtAgay dgTO xy morbesey Td Tos 4 xpe_ 
. | ual@, xe. “* When the prayers are done, then is broughr to the} C 
: ‘* Prefident of the brethren [the Prieft] the bread, andthe Chalice} _ 
“* of wine mingled with water, which being received he gives praife 
| “‘ and glory tothe Father of all things, and prefents them in the 
“* name of the Son and the Holy Spirit, and largely gives thanks, that | . 
“* he hath been pleafed to give us thefe gifts: and when he hath fini- 
** hed the prayersand thank{giving, all the people that is prefent, 
| “witha joyfull acclamation, fay Amen, Which when it is done by 
“the Prefidents and people, thofe which amongft us are called Dea- 
*© cons and Mihifters,diftribute to every one that is prefent, that they 
“© may partake of him, ia whom the thanks were prefented, the Eu- D 
“ charift, bread, wine, and. waters and may bear it tothe abfent. 
‘© Moreover this nourifhment is by us called the Eucharift, which it 
5 Jawfull for none to partake, but to him who beleeves our Do- | 
[6 @rine true, and is wafhed in the Laver for the remiffion of finnes, 
“© and regeneration, and that lives fo as Chriftdelivered. For wee 
“¢ donot take i¢ as common bread, and common drink; but as by 
| “che word of God Jefus Chrift the Saviour of the world was] - 
1° made fleth and for Ounfalvation fake had fleth and bloud-after the | 
‘¢ fame manner alfo weare taught that this nourifhment, in which b7 
°¢ the prayers of bis word, which is from him the food in which thanks | E 
* are given, or the confecrated food by which our flefh and bloud 
‘by mutatien or change are nourifhed, is the flefh andbloud of 
“che incarnate Jefus, For the Apoftles in their commentaries which 
¢¢ they wrote, which are called the Gofpels, {0 delivered, that Jefus 
©‘egmmanded, For when he had given thanks and taken “= + 
- & Bid, 
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Aj ‘‘faid, Do this in remembrance of me; This is my body; And 
«| @ikewile taking the Chalice, and having given thanks he faid, 


B 


D | fupernaturall. A natural! canmot hallow a thimg in order to God 


F | defignation, or folemnity were not admitted, fo much as to the 


: ‘ z 3 5 


| ment of thar excellent miniftery of the true Tabernacle where Jefus 


“1 This is my blood, | and that he gave ittothem alone. ] This 
oneteftimony I reckon as fufficient: who pleafetofeemore,may| 
obferve the tradition full,teftified and intire,m # Ignatius, > Clemens a Epift. ad 
Romanus, or who ever wrote the Apoftolicall Conftituttons in his | Trallian. 
i . d fo, S Ath “ae £ ‘oh * Cid. Fe 33, 
name ,¢ Tertullian, 4S, Cyprian,¢ 3. At anafins , EprpDnanis 4° dy lib. 8 cult 
8S, Bafil, 4S. Chryftome, (almolt every where) | S. Hicrome, | 0 De praferipe. 
k §, Avguftint, and indeed wecannot look in vain, into any of the | ¢,., 4, ao 
e e ° s e - * -3e 
old writers: The fymme of whofedodrine io this particular, I fhall , Zpi 15.” 
'reorefent in the words ef the moft ancient of them, S. Ignatius, fay- | de tebe ane 
‘ing, that bes worfe then an infidel that offers to officiate about the holy tisnem reddir 
Altar wnlejjeb: be a Béfhop or a Prieft, | eum caltce fa- 
C79 ut. 
tuiffe, f Haref 79 9 Lib. 2. de bapt.c. 8.h Lib. 3. de 6. de facerd. Homtl. $1. ¢y 83. in Matth. dy pee her 
pop. Antioch. iContr, Lucifer. & Ep. 1. ad Heltdor. dy 85. ad Evagrium dy ad Hedito. 150.9 2.k Lib. 20 de 
(tu. ¢ 10. 


And certainly he could upon no ‘pretence have challenged the 7 
AppellativeofChriftian, whohad dared either himfelfe to invade 
the holy rites within the Chancels, or had denyed the power of ce- 
lebrating this dreadfull myftery to belong onely to facerdotall mi- 
niftration. For either it is faid to be but common bread and wine, 
and then, ifthat were true, indeed any body may minilterie; but 
then they that fay foare blaphemows, thzy count the bloud of te Lord 
a alue tis dagixas, (as S, Peni calls itin imitation of the words 
of inftitution ) The blond of the Covenant or new Teftament, a Heb. 10, 26. 
prophane or common thing, they difcern not the Lords body ; they know 
not that the bread that is broken is the comnennicateon of Chrifts body: 
But ifit be aholy, feparate, or divineand myfterious thing, who 
can make it(minifterially I mean)and confecrate or fublime it from 
common and ordinary bread, but a confecrate, feparate, and fub- 
Jimed perfon? Itis to be done either by a naturall power, or bya 


and they onely havea fu pernaturail, who have derived it from God | 
in order to this miniftration; who can thew that they are taken up 
into the Jot of that Deacon-fhip, which isthetype and reprefent- 


himfelfe does the fame thing, inahigher and more excellent man~ 
ner, ae 7 a a | 

This is the great fecret of che kingdome, to which in the Primi- 
tive Church, many who yet had given up their names to Chrift by. 


participation ; as the Cathecumen!,the Andientes. the Pewitentes,Neo- | 
phytes, and Children : and the miniftery of it wasnot onely referved | 
| for facred perfons, but alfo performed with fo much myftertousfe- | 
crecy, that many were not permitted fo much astofee. Thisis 
that rite, in which the Prieft intercedes for, and blefles the people ; 
| > = offering| 


| 
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offering in their behalfe, not onely their prayers, but applying the A 
facrifice of Chrift to their prayers, and reprefenting them with lo- 
rious advantages, and titles of acceptation. which becaufe it was fo 
excellent, celeftiall, facred, my fticall, and fupernatyral} , it raifed up 
the perfons too 5 that the minifteriall Priefthe:din the Chu rch, might 
according to the nature of all greatimployments, paffe an excellen- 
cy and a value upon the minifters, | 
9 And therefore according to the natural reafon of rel igion and 
the devotion of all the world, the Chriftians, becaufe they had the 
greateft reafon fotodo, did honour their Clergy with the greateft 
veneration, and efteem, Itis without a Metaphor recale Sacerdctinms B 
1Pet.2.9. | aroyall Priefthood, fo S. Peter 3 which although itbe fpokenin |” | 
generall of the Chriftian Church, and in an !mproper large fenfe, 
is verthed of the people, yeritis foro be expounded, as that pa- 
: rallel place of che books of d4ofes, from whence the €Xpreflion is 
Exod19.6 | borrowed,1 fhall be a kingdome of Pric{ts andan Holy Natisy 3; which 
.. ‘| plainly by the fenie' and Analogy of the Mofaik law , fignifies a 
nation blefied by God with rites and ceremonies of a feparate religi- 
on 3 4 kingdo~ein which Priefts ape appointed by God; « kinudome, 
in which nothing is more honourable then the Priefthocds for itis’ 
certain, the nation was famous inall the wosld, for an honourable 
Priefthood 5 and yet the people were not Priefts inany fen fe, but | 
ofaviolent Metaphor. And theretore the Chriftian miniftery ha~ 
| ving greater priviledges, & being honoured with attseCation of the 
| body and bloud of Chrift, and offices ferving to abetter Covenant, 
| may with greater argument be accounted excellent, honorable, and 
royall; and all the Church be called 4 royad Prie{thood, the deno- 
mination being given te the whole, from the mott excellene pare; 
becaufe they altogether make one body under Chrift the head, the |. 
medium of the union being the Prie/s s the colle@ors of the | 
Church, and inftrument ofadunation 3 and reddendo  fizgul a frrgulis ees 
dividing to each his portion of the expreffion, the People is 4 - 
peculiar people, the Clergy « holy Priefthoed: and all in conjunction, 
and for feverall excellencies « chofenNation: fothat Basinssoy isesreupn 
isthe fame with femriscs isednvua the Priefthood of the kingdome, 
thatis, the minifteryof the Gofpel/: forinthe new Teftament the 
kingdoue || fignifies the Gofpell: and gecass@ is the fame with 
tuayyaintss Kingly isof, or belonging to th: Gofpel: for therefore it 
is obfervable ; it is not Bemuxy but Lecasopy itegreuves -not well 
| rendred by the vulgar Latine regale facerditinms as if Kingly were' 
the Appellative or Epithete of this Priefthood 5 it 1s regines.a Prieft- 
hood appertaining to the kingdouse of the Gof, pel ; and the Prieft be-, 
ing enumerated diftin@ly from the people, the Py ic/fs of the king- 
dome and the people of the kingdome are all holy and chufer s butin 
their feverall manner: the Priefts of the kingdome thofe, the people 
of che kingdome, thefes to bring or defigne a {piritual] facrifice, | 


| | the 
7 


A: the Prie(t to offer it s or altogether to Sacrifices the Prieft by his a 
ininiftery, the people by their affent, conjunction and affiltance, 
chofen to ferve God, not onely intheir own formes, but under the 
miniftrations of an honourable Priefthood. — 
And in all the defcent of Chriftian religion it wa’ indeed honora- 
ble, 4 7 isegodvn Teasizas ht Tis ylis, TAEty I trsegviay to teyudroy, faith 
S, Chryfoftome, the Chriftsan Priefthood does its miniflery and is perfected 
on earth, but bath she beanty, order, and excellency of the heavenly hofts : 
{> that I fhall not need to take notice of the Lamins aurea which Po- 
lycrates reports S, John to have worne in token of his reyadl prieftheod, 
zpwreath of Gold; (foalfo did S. Fames Bilhop of fersfalen,as S. Hée- 
rome and Epipbanivs report ) nor the exemption of the Clergy from 
tribute, their authority with the people, their great donatives and 
titles of fecular advantage; thefe were aceidentall to the Miniftery, 
and relyed upon the favour of Princes, and devotion of the people 3 


be(towed upon it; for certainly there is not a greater degree of pow- 
erinthe world then te remit andretain finnes, and to confecrate the fe- 
cramentall fyinbols into the myfterioufnefle of Chrifts body and bloods 
 |nora greater honour, then that God in heaven fhould ratifie what 


fice ofthe world, and to prefent the fame which in heaven is pre- 
fented by the eternall Jefus, 
© Bushas murray és dvasudxles bepnes, 
OQ hud ides’ od 
Oe ied acne to badlitye ongermt 
So Gregory Nazianzen defcribes the honour and my fterioufuelfe 6 
the Priefts power: The miniffer the fprrituall and xnbloady facrifice, 
they are howourable Guardians of fonles, they bear the swork of Gad iz their 
hands. Aud S. Hierom {peaking of thefe words of S. Paal, I 4m ordai- 
wed a preacher and an Apoftle: 2Qu0d Panlys ait, Apoftolus Jefe Chri- 
‘fii tale mihi videtur ree dixiffet, prefectus pretorie AugaftiCé/aris, 
magifter exercitws Trberii inperatoris. And alittle after, grandem 
| inter C briftianos fibi vindicans dignitatem Apoftolorum fe Chrifti titulo 
| prenctavit, wt cx ipfa leGuros nomeinis authoritate detérreret, indicans 
omnes qui Chrifto crederent, debere effe fibi fubje@o3. And therefore 
S. bgp’ tee fays itis the thick of hereticks ngt to give to Bifhops 
| titles o 
| themt: Ut Déabolus itactiant quilibes facit bereticus vebementiffinsas in 
tempore perfecutions, loquens cum Pontifice, ec eum vocat Poatifices, 
sec Archiepifcopum, nec religéo/i|/:mume.nec (anum.fed quid ¢ Reveren- 
tia tus Crc.nominsilli adducit communia,ejus negans authovitatem : Di- 
"| abolus boc tunc fees in Deo: It ts xgdaenxi raltis atid daxegenxa, - A 
{eparating and purifying order of men, fo Diony/ius callsit: but Na- 
zianzen {peakes greater and more glorious words yet :and yet what 


is no morethena fobertruth: for he calls the Prieft iy ui? dyi'- 
‘ - “M4 Aap 
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and if they had been more, yet are leffe then the honours God had] 


the Prieft does on earth ; and fhould admit him to handle the facri- |. 


their eminency and honour which God hath vouchfafed | 


yo 


Lib.2.de facer. 
Apud Eufeb. 
bit. lb.5.c.25 
De fcript. in 
7 Heref. 
76. 


a Tim. 1. 3. 


Orat. 15 
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| Aww suoduever xy ue] doyarytrwy AEalovla, x amt 18 ave Suoacionoy aramuLerm| A 
Tas Susids x, Xgis@ ovwitgivony]a, xy ve uisCov brreiv, Bade boo ueror, x) Osomnthouy zu 
He flands with Angels andis magnified with Archangelys be fends facri~ 
| fees to aceleftia’ altar, and is confecratedin the Priefthood of Chrift, 4 
divine perfon, and aninjlru ment of msking ethers fotoe, Uthat adde 
Tim §.17. 0 more as to this particular. The exprefie precepts of God in Scrip- 
Heb.13.17. | ture are written in great characters, thereisa double hoxour tobe gI- 
2 Cor. 2-9 vento the Ecclefiafticall rulers. Rw/ers tht al{o labour in the word and 
ete oe | dotir n-? There is obedience dueto them, obsdience in ail things, 
| ‘and ¢ffineation, and love, iaig in ampise%, very abundantly ; eftcem {ach 
aeorsnlesy | avery highly fer their works fakes 4 camunrtsating to them in all ‘00a |B 
iavere,  |#hee2s, and their offices are defcribed to be great, feparate, bufie, 
apoistaevee jeminent and profitable, they are Rulers, Prefid.nts, fet over us in the 
iuav avdees | Tond, taking care for ws, labo-ring in dottrine. fpiritual perfons, rcftorers. 
BVGUULATING!s : . It i fach pe : 
bs mesic of them that were overtaken in a fault, curates of foals, fach as muft give 
acoanpbiv- | an account for them, the falt; the ligat of the world: fhe; h:ai ds, and much 
oyun more fignifying work,and rule andcareand honour, Butnext to 
Nerew- |the wordsof Scripture there can no more be faid concerning the ho. 
dacrns. | nour of the facred order of the Clergy, then is faid by S.Chryfteflome 
\inhis books De /acerdotio, and S, Amsbrofe De dignitate faceractcls, and 
ino greater thing can be fuppofed communicated to menthen to be C 
the Minifters of God, inthe great conveyances of grace, and inftru- 
mets of God in the pardon of fins, in the confecration of Chrifts bo- 
dy and blood, in the guidance and condué of fouls. Aud rhis was the 
ftile of the Church, calling Bifhops and Priefts according to their 
. Olvovsuus dewecanxns refpective capacity, Stewards of the grace of God , leaders 
| x20i1@ » sdwyes were, of the blind, alight of them that fitin darkneffe,inftruGors of 
PF eee one Doumdauy tRCigncrant, teachers of babes, stars in the world, amongst 
OnaT@y, OUsnpes w KOT LG. ‘whom ye fhine a lights in the world,& that 1S Scripture COO; 
flarres is Chrifts right hand, lights fet upon the candlefticks: And 
now fuppofing thefe premifes, if Chriftendome had not paid pro-| p 
portionableefteem tothem, they had neither known how to value 
religion ot the myfteries of Chriftianity. But that all Chriftendome 
ever did pay the greateft reverence to the Clergy and religious ve- 
neration, is a certain argument that in Chriftidn Religion the di- 
{tinction of the Clergy from the Laity, is fuppofed as a precogni- 
| tem, a principle of the inftitution, I end this withthe words of the 
Can. 14. , th general! Councell : I¢ is manifest to all the world that in the Prieif - 
in raktsiu-| 7 : Ais ioss ate 
aoarreras | 0000 thereis order and diftinZion, and to obferve the ordinations and 
iv ispoovvy x | olections of the Priesthood with stritine(fe and Severity is well pleafing to 


aac apsdW- God. 


aeesdaly deme y]as THs iepvovens ty xesphoes 960 Estv Gudcesor. 
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Prie{thood, which before was very ambulatory, atid ag id 
¢ 


A S$ foon as God began to conftitate a Church and fix the 
fed into all families, but ever officiated by the Adsjer acme, 
God gives the power and defigns the perfon. And therefore Mo-| 
fesconfecrated Aaron agitatue 4 Deo confecrationts Princcpe faith Drow | Ecclef. Hiv. 
nyfius, Mofes performed the externall rites of defignation, but God ; | 
was the confecrator, Tir isganxiy Jeasiaoy iteagyxas <Jeartnsgyice vad 
Teatrdexy Oec- CMofes appointed Aaron to the Prieitheod, and gave 
bir the order, but st was onely ae the Minister and Depnty of God, under 
Goi the chief confecrator, And no man taketh upou him this honour but 
he thst was called of God aswas Aaron, faithS, Paul. For inevery 
Priefthood God defigned and appointed the miniftery, and collates 
a power, or makes the perfon gracious: either gives him a {pirituall 
ability of doing fomething which others haye not, or ifhe be onely | 
im ployed in praying and prefenting facrifices of beafts for the peo- 
ple, yet that fucha perfon fhould be admitted toa neerer addrefle, 
and in behalfof the people, mult depend upon Gods.acceptation, 
aad therefore upon divine conftitution : for there can be no reafor 
C | given inthe nature of thething, why God will accept the interme- 
dition of one man for many, or why this man more then ano- 
ther, who poflibly hath no naturall or acquired excellency be | 
yond many of the people, ‘except what God himfelf makes; 
after theconftitution of the perfon. Ifa {pirituall power beneceflas | © 
ry to the miniftration, it iscertain. pone can give it but the fountain | 
end the principle of the Spiritsemanation. Or if the graciou{nefle |- 
ard aptnelle of the perfon be required , that al{o being arbitrary, pre- 
ternateral if shofen, mult derive. fiom the divine ele@ion: For | 
God cannot be prefcribed unto by us, wham he fhall hear, and | 
D | whom he fhalt entertain ina more immediate addrefia, and freer | 
entercourle. CYL a bd , aa Se, 1 ee | ei 4 ! ° 
_, And this is divinely taught us by the example of the highPrieft | 9 
himfelf: who, beceufe he derived all power from his Fezher, and 
all his gracioufnefle and favour in the office of Priel and <Adedister, | 
|was. alfo perfonally chofen.and fett, aad nook nor the bomans 
Dbut-as itdefcended on him from God , that the dengue and. she 
| power, the ability, andthe m:nistery, might derive from the fame 
fountain. Christ did not glorific b:mfelf ta become bigh Prieit, Ho- 
fe | nour may be deferved by our felves, but ss i from others:, 
“ {and becaufe no greater honour then to be ordained for men in things| 
periuining to Ged, every thin mult fay asour biefled High Pricft' 
faid of himfelfe If 7 Fononr my Self my homeur bs wetting Sits Ged that’ 
| bonowieth ree » For Chrift being the fountain of Evangeficall miti-| 
| fteny, is the meafure ofour-difpenfations, and the rule of Eccleffa« 
j {ticall ccoonomy: and therefare Pd mutt a ae 
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Chry/oft.lib.3. 
de Sacer dot, | 
Quippe non 
| mortalic quifpi- 
am, non Ange- 
lus ron Archan 
gclus, non alta 
quavit create 
potentia fed ip- 
Se Paracletus 
ordinem ejuf- 


modi ¢i(pofuit. 


James I, 19. 
{ 
' 
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| did :.and this is true and neceffary in the Gofpell, rather then in any 
| miniftery or Priefthood that ever was:bechufe of the collation of fo 


‘| by bimfelfs and fiom no nesn 25 fromthe fountain of his power; And 


[and this being at the firft beSinning of Chriftianity..in the very firft 
_| defignation of an-ecclefiafticall perfon, was of fuffictent influence in- 
'|'to the religion for ever ‘after s andtaught us toderive all clericat! 
| power from:'God; and thérefore by fuch means and minifteries 
_| which himfetf hath appointed, but in no hand to be invaded, or fur- 
_| prized in thé entrance, orpolluted in the execution! °° |. 


Lever. Recezdethe holy Ghoff; faid Chriftto his A poftles, when he en- 
abled them with Pricfly power anid §.--Paut tothe Bifhops of Afia 


| other wheres Pray ye therefore the Lord of the vineyard that he will fend | 


' Litbe done, either that wHiniftery is bySGod conttituted to be the or- 
| dinary means of conveying the abilities,or els God him {elf minifters | 

1 -fthe graceimmediately: Je muft of necefliry come’ from hiarfome | - 
| way of other. :- i eeenan “ eh. Gas” 2a ee re ce Ts ee 


(techs 5 wiv dpyue Tearer,..and: cherefore.sdy Wena: Jeanonndy, every 


i. 


from our felves or from a leffe'authority then our Lord and Matter! A 


‘upon his Minifters, in orderto the work of the Go pel. 
~~ And the Apofles underflood their duty in this particular, asin 
all things.elfe; fur when they had received all this power from a- 
bove, they were carefull toconfign the truth, that although it be 
dvicozim rdzis It ig Bein neue, a divine gracein a humexe miniftery, and 
that although x0 @yOpbmun raltsallar yet ux aur gsi nly auitp AauGaver, that is, 
He that ts ordaincdl y men, yet receives bis power from Gods notat all 


“many excelent and fupetnaturall abilities which derive from Chrift 


this I fay the Apoftles: were carefull to confign in the firft inftaace | 
of Ordination in the cafe of Atatthias. Thou Lord fhew which of thefe 
two thou baft chofen: : Go'was the Elector, ‘and they the Minifters ; 


a 


. This defeended in the fucceflio# of the Churches do@rine for. 


faid; The baty Ghoft harh'made ycu Bifbops or Overfeers's becanfe to wtor- 
‘tall man, ‘Wo Angel, or Archangel, nor any other crested power, but the 
“Holy Ghoft alone hath conflituted this order, faith S, Chryfoflome. And 
‘this very thing, befides the matter of fact, .and the plaiadonation of 
‘the powerbyour blefled Saviour, is intimated by the words of Chrift 


labourers isto bis ha*vefts-Now his mion isnot onely a defigning of 
the perfons, but enablmg them with power ; becaufe he never com= 
‘¢nandsa work but he-gives abilities to its performance 3 and there- 
fpre ftill in every defignatisn of the perfon, by whatever miniftery 


~ 
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parfelz. gift, and therefore every perfecting ¢ift, which. ia the ftile of 
the Char¢h 1s gb¢ géft of Ord:nation, is fram above, . the gifts of per- 
Setting the peslons of the Hierarchy; and.miniftery Evangelieall ; 
03 - _- | which 
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which thing is furthet intimated by S. Paul, Now he which fta- 

Lbs eth us with you (ts Xpisty) a0 order to Chrift ( and Chriftian Re- | 2Cors:a1, 
ligton | % God, and that his meaning be underftood concerning the | 
Ribarons Amseaixd of eftablifhing him in the miniltet Y> hee addes | | 

XS xplous inde 8 0e3s, adhe which anointeth wsisGod, and bath fealed us Vetl22. 
westh an carne/t of bis Spirit [ unction | and \ confignation \ and | efte- 

bi:fling Ly the boly Spirit :' the very {tile of the Ghurch for Ordina-) . 
LION air 4 marie icopdyorr 5 Beds, It Was faid of Chrift, Hiss hath the Fa-| John 6.27. 
ther fested, that is, ordained Lim the Priefteand Prophet of the eT ee 
world; and this he plainly fpoke as their Apo/le and Prefident in| dicuercucy 
Religion, Not as Lordsever your faith, bat fellow-workers 5 he {pake | 7s aisxes, 
of himfelf and Timothy , concerning whofe Miniftery in order tol fe as” 
them, hee now gives account: xplous feds, and copayariutyG & Beds - 


God anojnts the Prieft, and God ¢on/iges him with the holy Ghoft, 
that isthe princip.le quefitum, that is the main queftion, 

And therefore the Author of the books of Ecclefiafticall Hierarchy,| 8. 
giving the rationale of the rites of Ordination, fayes that the Prieft 
is made {fo <¥ drdpénoy by way of proclaiming and publication of the 
perfon, fignifying, That the boly sean that confecrates is but the proclai- 
mer of the divine electien, but not by any humane power or proper 
grace does he givethe perfect gift and confecrate the perfon. And 
*Nazianzcn, {peaking of the rites of Ordination hath this exprefii- 
on, with which the divine grace « proclsimed: ( And Bélius rendets 
it ill by faperimvecatar.) He makes the power of confecration to be 
declaratsve . which indeed is a lefler expreffion of a fuller power, 
but it fignifiesas much as the whole comes to; for it muft mean, 
God does tranfmit the grace[ 4¢7 or | 6y Jor is 1the exteriout mil- |*In0ra,in lew 
niftery, and the Minifteris [( éxeasTopsxds 4 declarer | not by the word is fad pais, 
of his mouth, diftin@ from the work of his hand: But by the »- , sda 
niftery, he declares the work of God, then wrought 10 the perfon | uoctesceres 
fafcipient, And thas in abfolution the Prieft. declares the ad of cael ig 
God pardoning, notthat he is a Preachet.onely of the pardon upoh | vew vay ius- 
certain conditions, but that heis not the principal agent, butby his: overs # 
minifiery declares and minilters the effect and work of God. And a i 
¢his interpretation is clear, in the inftatice of the bleffed Sacrament; | ¢stas. 
where not onely the Prieft but the people do’ «zayineaw declare 
the Lords death, not by a Homily, but by vertue.of the myftery 
which they participate, And inthe inftante of this prefent queft- 
on, the confecrator docs declare powet to ‘défcend froin God tpon 
the perforito be ordained. _. noe Rc ea ae 
~ But thus the whole action being buta thitiftery, isd declaratiod| 5 
of the effect and grace of Gods vench/afing , and betaufe God doés 

jt not immediately, and alfo becaufe fuch effects are inviGible and fe | _ 
¢ret operations, God appointing an externall rite and miniftety does 

it, that the private working of the Spirit ‘may becottie/ay perceived 
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world what God is doing, and that man cannot doit of himfelf; 
and befides the reafonablenefle of the thing, the very words in the 
prefent allegution do to this very fence expound themfelves: for 
axparmerss isiy and ix id’ adeim, are the fame thing, and expreflive of 
each other 5 the confecrator declares, that is,he doth not-do it by col- 
lation ef his own grace or power, but the grace of God and power 
from above. - eg. — 

__ And this doctrine we read alfo in S, Cyprias towards the end of 


as it can be, that is, that it may by fuch rites be declared to alf the A 


mo] 


Epef.48. | his Epiftle co Cornelius: ut Dominus qu S.cerdotes fibiin Ecclefia {wa 
: elogere & conftitucre dignatur, electos quoque Gr conffitates fua voluntate 
atque epitalatione tweater: tisa good prayer of ordination, [ that 
the Lord who vouchfafes to chufe and confecrate Priefts in his 
Church, would alfo be pleafed by his aid and grace to defend them 

De dignit. Sa. | whom he hath fo chofen and appointed ] Homo wanum émponit, | 
silo Aa Dews largitur' gratiam: Sacerdos imponit fupplicem dextram, Deus be- 
Tom.c.2. dy in | nedtcit petenti dextra, faith Saint Amsbrofe, man impofes his hand but 
ited Divi. God givesthe grace: the Bifhop layes on his hand of prayer, and 
ones gratie-_ | God blefles with his hand of. power, The effect of this difcourfe is 
rum. | | plain’; the grace and powersthat enable mento minifter in the my- 


fteries of the Gofpel is fo wholy from God ,that whofoever aflumes 
___ | it without Gods warrant, and, befides his way 3 minifters with a vain, 
_ | facrilegious, and sneffective band, fave onely thathe difturbs the ap- 


| pointed order, and does himfelf a mifchicf, 
Poe" Swea VIE 


hy Y this ordination thé perfons ordained are made minifters of 
B the Gofpel, ftewards of all its myfteries, the light, the fale 
A” of the earth, the Shepherd of the flock, Curates of fouls; 
thefe are their offices , or their appellatives ( which you pleafe ) for 
{the Clerical! ordination is no other but a [anétification of the perfon 
| #0 both fencet 5, thatis, 1a feparation of him to do certain myfterious 
attions of religion: whitch is that fan@ification by which Jeremy, 
land S.'fobnthe Baptift were fan@ified from their mothers wombs, 
_ ,| 2 It is alfa fan@ification of the perfon, by the increafing or giving 
re{pectively to the are of the fulcipient, fach graces as mane 
perfon meet tq {peak to God, to pray for the people, to handle the 
thy fteries, and to have influence upon thecure. | = 
_., The firft {andification is a defignation of the perfon; which 
mutt of neceffity be fore way orother by Gods: becaufeit isanee- 
rer approach to him, a miniftery of his graces, which without his 
appomtment, a man yf} not, cannot any more do, then a meflen- 
ger can = toa condemned perfon, which his Prince ne- 


yer fent. «. But this feparation of the perfon, isnot onely a haming 
of the man, (‘for fo farre the feparation of the perfon may be previ- 
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A { ousto the ordination:for fo it was in the ordinations of Mathias and 

the feven Deacons; The Apoftles terour, We they appointed two, be- 

fore God chofe by lot ; and the whole Church chofe the fever 

Deacons before the Apoftles impofed hands ; ) but the feparation, 

or this firft fanctification of the perfon, isa giving hima powerto 

doe fuch offices, which God hath appointed to be done to 47m, and | 

for the people, which we may clearly fee and underftand in the in- 

{tance of jeb and his friends: For when God would be intreated 
/in behalf of Eliphaz and his companions, he gave order that Job; 

fhould make the addrefle 3 Goeto my fer vant, he Palipray for yon, and | Job 42, 8. 
him will I accept; this feparation ofa perfon for the'offices of ad- 
vocation, is the fame thing which I mean by shis fir fax@ification ; 
God did it, and gave him a power and authority to goe to him, 
and put him into a place of truft and favour about him, and made |. 
him a minifter of the facrifice ; which isa — and ethinency a- 
bove the perfons for whom he was to facrifice, anda power or 
grace from God to bein neernefle to him. This I fuppofe tobe 
the great argument for the neceflity of feparating a certain order 
of men for ecclefiafticall minifteries: Andit relies upon thefe pro- 
pofitions, 1. All power of ordination defcends from God, and he it 
is who fan@tifies and feparatesthe perfon. 2. The Prieft by God is 
feparate to be the gracious perfon to ftand between him and 
the people. 3, Hee fpeaks the wordof God, and returns 
| the prayers and duty of the people, and reconveyes the bleffings of 
God by his prayer and by his miniftery. So that although every 
Chriftian muft pray, and may be heard, yet there isa folemin per- | 
fon appointed to pray in publick : and though Gods fpirit is given | 
toall chat afkeit, and the promifes of the Gofpel are verified to all | 
that obey the Gofpell of Jefus, yet God hath appointed facraments 
and folemnities, by which the promifes and blefiings are miniftred 
‘more folemoly, andto greater effets. All the ordinary devoti- 
ons the people may doe alone; the folemn, ritual, and pwblick, 
the appointed Minifter onely muftdo. And if any man thal] fay, 
becaufe the Priefts miniftery is by prayer, every mancan doeit, and 
fo, no need of him ; by the fame reafon he may fay alfothat the Sa- 
craments are unneceflary, becaufe the fame effect which they pro-. 
duce is alfo in fome degree the reward ofa private piety and devo- 
tion. But the particulars are to be further proved and explicated 
as theyneed, . a oe a ei 

_.Now what for illuftration of this article I have brought fromthe 
F | inftance of fab, tstrucin the minifters of the Gofpell, with the fu- 
peraddition of many degrees of eminency.’ But ftill is the fame kind, 
for the power God hath given is indeed myfficalls but itis not like 
a powcr operating by way of naturall or proper operation; it isnot 
| vig but facuttas, not an iwherznt qrality that iflues out aGions by way 

of direct emanation, like naturall or acquired habits, but itis a grace 
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or favour done to the perfon, and a qualification of him is genere ps- 
litico, he receives a politick, publick, and folemn capacity, to inter- 
vene between God and the people; and although it were granted 
that the people could do the external work, or the ation of Church 
minifteries, yet they are actions to no purpofe, they want the life 
and all the excellency, unleffle they be done by fuch perfons whom 
God hath called to it, and by fome means of his own hath exprefled 
his purpofe to accept them in fuch miniftrations. 
And this explication will eafily be verified inall the particulars 
of the Prielts power ; becaufe all the minifteries of the Gofpell are 
in genere oraticnis, (unlefle we except pre-ching, in which God {peaks 
by his fervants to the people) the minifter by his office is an stercef- 
for with Ged,and the word ufed in Scripture for the Priefts officiating, 
fignifies his praying [ aciueyirlor Ndusiy | 46 they were miniflring or do- 
ing thier Liturgy, the work of their fupplications and interceflion; 
and therefore the Apoftles pofitively included all their whole mini- 
ftery in thefetwo: [but we will give cur {clues tothe word of God and 
to prayer, | the prayer of confecration, the prayer of abfolution, the 
prayer of impofition of hands: they had nothing elfe to doe _— 
and preach. And for this reafon it was, that the Apoftles ina fenfe 
neereft to the letter did verifie the precept of our blefled Saviour 5 
Pray continually, that is, in all the offices, acts, parts and minifteries 
of 4 daily Liturgy. | | | | 
This is not to leflen the power, but to underftand ie: for the 
Priefts miniftery is certainly the inftrument of conveying all the 
bleffings of the people, which are annexed to the ordinary admint- 
{tration of the Spirit. Bue when all the office of Chrifts Priefthood 


of the Croffe, effeuall to the falvation and graces of his Church, by 
his prayer, fince we are minifters of the fame Priefthood, can there | 
be a greater glory then to have our miniftery like to that of Jefus ? 
not operating by vertue ofa certainnumber of {yllables, .but by'a 
holy, folemn, determined and religious prayer, in the feverall man- |: 
ners and inftances of interceflion: according to the analogy of all the 
religionsin the world, whofe moft {olemn myftery, was then moft 
folemn prayer: I meanitinthe matter of facrificing; which alfo 
is true ia the moft myfterious folemnity of Chriftianity in the holy 
Sacrament of the Lords fupper, which is hallowed and lifted up 
from the common bread and wine by *ifticall prayers and folemn 
invecationsof God. And therefore S. Dsoxyfeus callsthe forms of}. 
confecration massugs sixaions prayers of ccnfecration, and S. Cyrilin 
his 3 myftagogique Catechifme fayesthe fame. The Euchariftical} 
bread [ after the invocations of the boly Ghoft || is wot any longer common 
bread, but the body of Chrifi. _ 
For although it be neceflary that the words which in the Latin 
Church have been for a long time called the wards of oe | 
| whi 
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' i Cwhich indeed are more properly the words of inftitution ) fhould 
be repeated in every confecration, becaufe the whole aCion is not 
compleated according to Chrifts pattern, nor the death of Chrift fo 
folemnly enunciated without them, yet even thofe words alfoare 
partofa myftical] prayers andthereforeasthey are not onelyin-|- _. - 
tended there &% Su dbayiows, by way of hiftory or narration (as et 
Cabafl. miftakes; ) foalfoin the moft ancient Liturgies, they were 
not onely read dnynuenxds, OF as a meer narrative, but alfo with 
the form ofan addrefle, or invocation : Fiat bic pans corpus Cbrifii,. 
Ce fiat boc vinum fanguis Chrifte, Let this bread be made the body of 
Chrift, &c. SoitisinS. James his Liturgy, 5. Clement,S, Atarks, 
and the Greek Doctors: And inthe very recitation of the words 
of inftitution, the people ever ufed to anfwer [Amen] which inti- 
mates it to have beenaconfecration # genere orationis, called by |. 
S, Paul bened:ction, or the bread of blefling, and therefore S. Ax Fin 
expounding thofe words of S. Paul [Let prayers and {upplications and: ,. ee 
interce|{ions, and grving of thanks be made] faith, Elico in bis verbis pn 
hoc imtelligere, quod omnis vel pene onsnis frequentat eccl-/ra, ut [ preca- 
tiones' eccipianus dibs quae fecimus in celebratione fucranmentorums 
| anteguam illud quod eft in Domini monfé accipiat bened:ci: , oratio~ 
nes | caw benedicitur, O» ad diflribuendum comnmeinuitur : guim totam o- 
vationempenc omens ecclefia Dominica eratione concludst. The words 
and form of confecration he calls by the name of [ ovasiones | fuppli- 
cations; the prayers before the confecration; preces] and all the 
whole action[ eratis: | and thisis according tothe ftile and practife, 
and fenfe ofthe whole Church or very neer the whole. And S, Ba- 
é faith, that chere is more néceflary to confecration then the words 
recited by the Apoftles and by the Evangelifts. * The niet 
5, words of invocation in the fhewing the bread of the 7° 22: pe liciage Sivas 
>; Eucharift,and the cup of bleffng,who ofall the Saints ém7i evadrite ts apts Tie 
,, have left to us? For we are oot.content with thofe alae feo, yaa ™$ 
», which the Apoftle and the Evangelifts mention: 6st. Rpriabaoresn 1-6 seu ataue 
,» both before and after, we fay other words having great <tx#uebe, dv s AwisrG, 
»»power towards the mylflery, x 1s dygetax Ade ongal- Fe ey Sera naanarY fit 
| 9 oe megaahirns which we have received by tradition, Ayusy tye os weydany i. 
Thefe words fet down in Scripture they retained asa ener. mes ob musigior air 
part of the my{tery cooperating tothe folemnity, ma- | 
nifefting the fignification of the ri 


ite, the glory of the change, the 
operationof the Spirit, the death of Chrift, and the memory of the 
facrifice: but this great work which al} Chriftians knew to be 
done by the holy Ghoft, the Prieft did obtain by prayer and fo~ 
lemn invocation: according to the faying of Proclwe of C. P, {pea- | 
king of the tradition of certain prayers ufed in the myfteries, and | 
indited by the Apoitles (as it was id ) but efpecially in S. James | 
his Liturgy : By thefe prayers(faith he they expeéfed the comming of the | 
holy Ghoft, that bis divine prefence micht make the bread dnd the wine 
mixt 
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mixt with water tebecome the body and bloud of our bleffed Saviour. 

4 And S. Juftio Martyr very often calls the Eucharift frod made 
Tay dt ives | facramentall and eucha isticall by prayer: and Origen, > we eat the bread 
cuaigasn holy, and made the body of Chrift by prayer: Verbo Dei & per obfecratio- 
b Apel. opre | new fandificatus, bread fanétified by the word of God,and byprayer,viz,. 
Chriftianis li-| the prayer of confecration : prece myftica is S. Auftias cxprefhion oft: 
pao on © Corpus Chrifti ¢r fangu nem dicimews tllud tantum, quod ex fratlibus 
res aeres 6o-| terra: acceptum OC» prece myftica corfecratum r.te fanimus. That onely 
trowtrne | We call the body and bloud of Chrift which we receive of the fruits 
Da‘Tiv audy | of the earth, and being confecrated by the my/licall prayer, we take ac 
éxbyn. | cordingtothe rite, AndS. Hierom chides the infolency of fome 
Thee Deacons towards Priefts, uponthis ground. 4 Who can fuffer that 
Tri. cep. 4. | the Atinifters. of widdows and tables fould advance themfeives above 
peal sap  thefe [ at whofe prayers ] the bocy aud bloud of Chrift are exhibited or 
viduernm mi | spade pref:ntiall, I adde onely the words of Daracfcen. The bread and 
nifier fupra e05 | same are changed into the body and blend of Ch: if? {upernaturally by s2v0~ 


jones der cation and comming of the Holy Gho/t. 

Chrifti corpus femguifue conficitur ? ¢ Lib. 4. de fide cap. 14. 8 7n6 wphisas eet S 5 08705 TEX, Udwe did m6 
‘| Gmixanoras % éariper]noras oe dzts svivxnar@ vaspouds ware aotrTeu 665 To wud gs KeISe, HT alc. 
Vide Optat. Milevit. lib. 6 contra Parmentan, ; . 

8 _ Now whether this confeeration by prayer, did mean to reduce 
S.cyprianlib. the words of inftirution to the fence and fignification of a prayer,or 
in Sore that they mean, the confecration was made by the other prayers an- 
Serms.de |nexedtothe narrative of the inftitution, according to the feverall 
| fences of the Greek and Latine Church, yet ftill the miniftery of the 
| Prieft whether in the words of confecration,or in the annexed pray- 
| ers is {till by way of prayer, Nay further yet, the whole myftery it 
De leratione | felfis operative in the way of prayer, faith Ca//axder, in behalf of the 

inconfaltes | School and of all the Roman Church 5 and indeedS. Ambrofe and 
others.of the Fathers in behalf of the Church Catholick. anc 
cbrifb ertur, fed offertur au yi hemo, quafi recipiens psfsionem, € of- 
_ | fers feipfume quali Sacerdes us peccata nofira dimittat hic in imagine [ibi 
in veritate ubi apud patvems quali advocates intervemt| So that what the 
Prieft does here, being.an imitation of what Chrift does in heaven, 
is by the facrifice of a folemn prayer,& by the reprefenting theaction | - 
. |and paffion of Chrift, which is effectual! in the way of prayer, and 
by the exhibiting it to God by a folemn prayer, and advocation, in 
imitation of, and union with Chrift, All the whole officeisan office 
of interceffion, as it pafles from the Prieftto God, and from the 
ople to God; And then for that great myfterioufnefle, which is 
a acramentall change, which is that which pafles from God unto 
or people by the Prieft, that alfoisobtained and effected by way 
of prayer. es 
9 |. For fincethe holy Ghoft isthe confecrator, either heiscalled 
| down by the force of a certain number of fyllables, which that he 
will verifie,himfelf hath no where defcribed; and that he means not 


to 
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A’ to.doit hehath fairly intimated, in fetting dawn the inftitutionin; 
| words of great vicinity, to expreffe the fence of the weyflery, but yet of 
- | {> much difference and variety as will fhew, this great change is not 
wrought by fuch certain and determined wards, | The blood of the 
New Teftament ] foitisinS. Matthew and S, Aark,[ The new Te- 


of morall predifpofition, that holy graces may defeend into holy| | 
vellels, by holy mmifteries, and conveyances; and none are more |! De iteratione, 


ry thing is fanctified, véz. by the word of Godand prayer, that is, by 
Gods benedi¢tion and ourimpetration; according tothe ufe of the | aliquas, bujuf 


in away mott tikely to prevail with him 5 and they are excellent | ,,, ome hi 
words which # Céfasder hath {aid tothe purpofe ; Saxe Apoffolicall rum recitetione, 
Churches froan the heginning ufed fuch {olemen prayers ta the celebration of fed etiamento- | 
theamilerics, ana Ghrift himfclf befide thar he repsted the words ( of int | myfterionun 

susie) bee bleed the Sywhols before end after, fang an Exelefaftical canfelionem, 


‘rveeasion alone, and the very recitation of the — {poken in the | ii) 7 seers 
body of a prayer are uled for argument so move Gad. 

gifts, and asanexpreffion and determination of the. deftre,, And Gredat a 
| thie, *-Gahriel.of Pes/ade/phsa oblerves our gtae Apoltolical Liturgy | fagiae tpskiig | 
: (4 anand Ay may ef infite- pe igs Lvs 
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| which ts of the moft ancient ufe in the Greek Church, and all Litur-( A 
giesin the world in their feverall Canons of communion, do now, 
and did for ever mingle folemn prayers together with recitation of 
Chrifts words; The Church of England does moft religioufly 
obferve it according to the cuftomeand fence of the primitve Litut- 
gies; who always did beleeve the confecration not to be anaturall 
effect, and change finifhed in any one inftant,but a divine alteration 
confequent to the whole miniftery : thatis, the folemn prayer and 
invocation. , 3 . 9 | 
Now if this great miniftery be by way of folemn prayer, it will 
eafier be granted that fo the other are. For abfolution and reconci- | 5 
orate oy - | Jiation of penitents I need fay no more, but the queftion of S..Axfiin, 
n16. | Quid eft alind manus impofitio, quam orateo fu es pee inten And the 
| Prieftly abfolution is called by Saint Leo, Sacerdotums fapplicationcs, 
Epif.92- | the prayers of Prifts, and in the old Ordo Romanus, and in the Ponti- 
ficall che forms of reconciliation were[ Dews te ab(olvat } the Lerd 
pardon thee, &c. But whatfoever the forms were ( forthey may be 
optative, or indicative, or declarative, ) the cafe is not alrered asto 
this queftion; for whatever the act of the Prieft be, whether it bee 
the stot a Judge, or of an Embaffadour, a Counfellor, or a Phy- 
fitian, or all this, thebleffing which he minifters is by. way of a fo- | C 
Jemn prayer, according to the exigence of the prefent rite ; andthe| | 
form of words doth not alter the cafe; for | Ego benedico, ¢r Deus 
henedicat | isthe fame, and wasno more when God commanded the 
Prieftin exprefle terms to bleffe the people ; onely the Church of late, | 
chules the indicative form, to fignifie, that fuch a perfon is by au- 
thority and proper defignation appointed the ordinary minifter of 
benedi@tion. Forinthe fence af the Church and Scripture, none 
Ican give bleffing but a Superiour, and. yet every perfon may fay 
sn charity God ble(fe you: Hee may not be properly faid to bleffe, 
for the greater ts not bleffed of thelefferby Saint Panis rule 3. the Pricft D 
may biefle, or the Father may, aad yet their benediction, ( fave that 
Jit Gignifies the authority, and folemn deputation of the perfon to 
{uch anordinary Miniftery ) fignifies bue the famething; thatis, 1t 
operates by way of prayer 5 but is therefore prevalentand more ef- 
fectuall, becaufe it is by perfons appointed by God. And fo'itisin 
|abfolution, for he that miniftersthe pardon being the perfon that 
pafles the act of God to the penitent, and the act of the penitent to 
|Gods; all thatmanner that the Prieft interpofes for the penitest to 
God is by way of prayer, and by the mediation of interceflion 3 for 
thereisnone elfe in this imagina le; andthe other of pafhng Geds| E 
ait upon the penitent is by way of interpretation and enunciation, as} | 
-1an Embafladour, and by the word of bis miniffery 5 ix perfowaChrifts 
condenavi, 1 pardox in the perfon of Chrift, faith Saint Pau! : in the 
lfirft hee 18 isesvs, casator, ivzdusr@-, usafdier, innagistors; in the fe- 
cond he 18 valine sngarrgrnss 5 in both, a minifter of divine benedicti- 
| se 
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| A jontothe people, the anointing from. above defcends upon Aarons 
. | beard, and fo by degrees to the tkirts ofthe people; and yet in thofe 
things which the Prieft or the Prophet does but /gasffe by divine. 
appointment, heis faid to do the thing,:. which: he only fignifies. 
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and makes publick asa Minifter of God:.: thus rapes irl Pha a Jer. 19. 
e 


| pe fet him over the Nations to root ont, and topalldown, and to 
throw down, and to build, and te plant; and yet in all this his miniftery. 


was nothing but Propheticall : and he chat converts. a finner is faid | 


to fave bine, and to hide « multitude of fis 3 that is, he is inftrumentall. 
to it and miniftersin the imployment 5 fo that here alfo, Verbuz eff 
eratio, the word of God and prayer do tranfact both:the parts of 
this office. And I underftand, though not the degree and éxcellen-. 


cy, yet the truth of chis manner of operation in the inftance of //aac |. 
bleffing ‘fecob, which in the feverall parts wasexprefied in all-forms,:| 
indicative, optative, enunctitive, and yet there is no queftion but it 
was intended to do fecob benefit by way of impetration ; fo that | 
although the Church may exprefle the acts of her miniftery in what |. 


form fhe pleafe, and withdefigne to make fignification of another 

article, yetthe manner of procuring: blefimgs and: graces for the 

people is by a miniftery of interpellation and prayer, ‘ave having no 
C ee of addrefle or return to God-but by -petition andeu- 
+! charift, | , ae 


17- I fhall not need to inftance any mose. S.. Au/tin-fammes.up | 


all the Ecclefiaftizall minifteriesip an expreffion fully’ to this pur- 
‘| poles Sé ergo ad bec valet quod dittam eft inEvangelio, Dews peccato- 
rent non audit, aut per peccatorem facromenta son celechestut, Dnomedo 
exaudit — deprecantem vel fuper aqname baptifmi, vel fuper cleans, vel 
fuper Euchari(tians ucl [uper capita corum faper quibus martus ineponitur ? 
with S. Auftin, praying over the fymboléo every Sacrament, ‘and 


facramental,is all one with celebrating the my ftery.And theteforein | 


| the office of Confecration.in the Greek Church, this- power paffes 
| D | upon the perfon ordained. ‘Test he may-he werthy.to ashe things of thee 
. for the falvation of the people, that is, to celébrate the Sacraments, and 
Rites, 27d that thon wil: bear him: which fully expreflesthe fenfe of 

the prefent difcourfe,: that the firft part. of that grate ofiche holy 
Spirit which confecrates the Prieft, the fikft partof his fanttificart. 

on, isa feparatton of the perfon to the power: of imteiicefion; for 

the people,and a miniftertall mediation,by- the m miftrasion of {uch 
—— folemna invocatiogs which God hath appoimed or. de- 
.figned. Q id Re Saghe oF Lait hy eas a ee) 

E| e and now this fanctification which is foevident in Scripnire, ' tra- 


| dition, and reafon,. taken from proportion apd analagyste religion; | 


is fo far from making the power of the hol y:man leflethenis fuppo-~ 
| fed, that it fhews the greatnefie of itby.e wuereprefentment ;. and 


: e the greaceft facriledge inthe world eeinyade its, fax whocver: 
pe en oo will 


: 


ftroy ; to | 


- 


le facrednetie of it fo within its,own cancels, ‘shatit will | 


ee 


13 


Lib. 31. de 


bapte con. 


Donat.e.20. 


E’ugoa.in cone |, 
fecrat. oe | 
B'sg 70 tEsopy |: 
wrasbaums | 
oT Ely dUTP 


Ny cwranstly 
Ctau Top 


| : The Divine inftetntivn of a 

| will boldly enter within this vail, wif gui so-atur (icx' Aavow,unielle A 
he be fandtified as is the Prieft, who is ovriepiveas]¢ Xpesd, as Natiarzen 
cells him, a Minifter cooperating with Chrift, he does without leave 
call himfelfs #42 of God, 4 Mediator between God und the p:ople and-r 
chiift, he boldly thrufts himfelf into the participation of that glori- 
ous mediation which Chrift officiates in heaven all which thingsas |. 
they are great honours to the perfon, rightly called tu fuch vicinity 
and endearments with God, fo they. depend wholy upon divine dig- 
‘nation of the grace and vocation of the perfon. 

2, Now forthe other part of {pirituall emanation or defcent 
of graces in fanttification of the Clergy , that is in order to 
the performance of the other, saws 6 qiadvOpaxD bebs tue domaoy xy 
dudualev av7@ Tar itgocveny yacleures; that's the fenfe of it, thst God! 
sohe is the bover of fouls may grant apurc and anblaneable Pricfibood 5 | 
and certainly they who are honcured wich fo great a grace ay to be 
called to officiate in holy and ufefull Micifteries have need alfo of 

_| other graces to make them perfons holy m habit and difpofition, as 
well as holy in calling, and therefore God hath fent his Spirit to 
furnih his Emiflaries with exceflencies proportionable to their 
need and the ufefulnefle of the Church. At the beginning of Chri- 
{tianity God gave gifts extraordinary, a9 boldnefle of {pirit, fearleffe 
courage,fr eofdifcourfe, excellent under{tanding, difcerning 
of {pirits, deep judgement, innocence and prudence of deportment, 
the gift of tongues, chefe were fo neceflary at the inftitution of the 
Chriftian Church, that ifwe had not had teftimony ofthe matter of 
fact, the reafonablenefle of the thing would prove the acmuall difpen- 
{ation of the Spirit ; becaufe God never fails in neceflaries : But af- 

rerward, when all the extraordinary needs were ferved, the extraor- 
dinary ftock was {pent,and God retracted thofeiflues into their foun- 
tains, and then the graces that were neceflary for the well difcharg-. 
ing the 2izanns usarein, the Priefily fumion, were fuchasmakethe 
| perfon of strore benefit tothe people, not onely by beng exemplary 
to them, but oir loved by God: and thofe are fpirituall 
graces of fanGification, eet a 

«| ‘And therefore Ordination is a collation of holy graces of fanéti- 
fication: ofa more excellent faith, of fervent chatity, of providence 
and patetnall care: Gifts which now defcend not by way of mira- | . 

-| che, as upom the A pofties, are to be acquired by trumane induttry, 
by (tady and good letrers, and therefore are prefuppofed in the per- | - 
fon to be ordained: to which purpofe the Church now examines’! 
the abilities of the man, before fhe lays on hands : and therefore the ' E 
Church does noe fuppofe that che Spirit in ordination defcends in 
gifts, andin the infufton of habits, and perfect abilities, though 
‘then alfo, it is reafonable to beleeve that God will afift the pious 
and carefull endeavours ofholy Priefts, andbleffe them with {pe- 
ciall ayde and cooperation: becaufe a ‘mote extraordinary ability hy 
i | , nee 


‘heed full for perfons fo defigried; But the proper and great aid which | 

the (pirie of ortlination gives, is fuch inftances of affiftarce which 

makethe perfonmoreholy, = 8 a re | 

: And tbisis fo certainly true,that even when the Apoftle had ordain- 17 

ed Timothy to be Bifhop of Ephefus, he calls upon him to fisrreap the 4 MAnpery, 
gift of God,which was in him by the putting on of bis hands, andthat gift porien:, 
is arofary of graces ; what.graces they are he enumerates in the fol- |g ius. 
lowing words: God hath not given ws the {pirte of fear bat of power, of Axe?” 


THE BIEGi i n- 


| love, 5 mogonopit, and of 4 modeft and {ober minde( and thefe words are ge ai 63+ | 
| made part of the form of collating the Epifcopal order in the church: Gan ad 


‘of England’) Here is all chat defcend from the Spirit in ordination, | yjya y+. 


Ros ete] a 


NMvesus, power, thatis, to officiate and ititercede with God in the parts : Tax a&&105 | 
| of minifltery, and the reftare fuchas imply duty, fuch as make him | Fire | 
] fit tobe a Ruler in paternatl and fweet government, ‘modeffy, fobriety 76 Bucrasn- 

| vesAnd therefore jn the’ forms of ordination of the Gr,Church(w*' Fe 260100" 
are therefore highly to be valued,becaufe they are moft ancient,have | yar cis 
fuffered the leaft change;and been poflnted with fewer interefts the 2:42 7%, 
| wayftical prayer of ordination'‘names graces in order to holinels, We i505, 0 
| pray thee thet the crace of the ever holy Spivit way defcend upow hime,* Fill | avieias 5%, 
him fol of all faith and love and power and fanthification by the duntinati. | Tire tey 

| 0% of thy holy and life-giving Spirit: & the reafon why thefe things'are , §uatas -r/<- 
| defir'd,and given, is in orderto the right performing his holy offices | a. is 


1 b thet he may be worthy te fland without blame at thy Alta’, topreachthe | rats ce did 
| Guppell of shy Kivydons td minifter the words ‘of thy tr Yo'bring to Thee | Te Ae7 2s Tis 
| gifts, fpiriteal facrifices,to renew the peoplewith the lavtt of régentdatia, no 
_- Aad theréfore 8. ¢ CyrH/fayes that Chrifts faying ‘receive yethe 13 
Holy Ghoft “-fignifies grace given by Chrift tothe Apoftles, wheére- ¢ Gratizn ap:- 
| by they were fanctified :’ that by the Hdly Ghoft the mnjght be ab- 17 4 cirito 
folved from theii fins, faith 4’ Heyoro 5 and Saint © Agta {ayes, that foidlienens 
many perfons that were {hatched violently tobe mrinde Priel Or | Muriutpes ipl. 
Bifhops,' whb:had in their former purpofes detertntndd'to’ marty |5 propritspecee 
anddive a fecular life, : have in their ofdihdtion recéived'the gift bf | tis abfelveren- 
| ¢ontinency! ~ And therefore'thesé was redfon forthe pteatneflé 6 ae ae 
jehe'folemnities ufed: inal ages in leparatiod of Ptiéfts frotti the |d Homil.in 
|wvorkd , in(Omiuch that whatfever was afedin'any fort of fandifica- oe aftha, 
{tion of (olémn bétiediction by 470/¢s Yaw, ‘all thic’Wasufed in opale- | td aduher. 
] cfation’ of ' the Prie{t, who -wastareceive the preatélt meafire of corpus. : 
fandtification;! Eadens steht vis etiam Sacetdotem aig g[tyrm CO hono- 
randum facit novitate benedsitionis & communitate wufgi fegregabum, 
‘Quod cicios ber'stinses e plebe effet, repente redditur practp tor, prafes, Do-. 
> | Kon presasis, my fer iorum latentinn Prefil ee. Pnvilbilé quaden vi, 
Mighdid inuifbilen antnisos in me iasiferactin parent, that ts, 


itnprovedtin all fpirituat graces; which is highly exprefled by f azir- 

“‘Sés'who Vaid to Netfariuss Ta 0 beate recéns baptindtiue or parifica- 
DAH m0 Wifiiper facer doriv aul ws esi ‘utraghe autem hee peccatoruss 
dspabtoria dfe ‘Dens confiitais:' which dre not to be eXpounded as if 
m .. E. . .. . ordination 
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_| ofits the power of remitting and retaining finnes in the oCtaves of 


| | The Divine inftitution of - 


ordination did conferre the firft grace, which in the Schoolsis un- 
derftood onely to be expiatorious; but the increment of grace, and 
fanctification ; and that alfo is remiflive of fins, which are taken off 
by parts as the habit decreafes ; and we grow in’Gods favour, as our 
graces multiply or grow. 7 : |. 
Now that thefe graces being given in ordination are immediate 

emanations of the holy Spirit, aad therefore not tobe ufurped or 
retended to by any man, — whom the holy Gheft in ordination 
th not defcended, I thal] lefle need to prove, becaufeit is certain 
upon the former grounds, and will be fnifhed in the following dif- 
courfes; anditisin the Greek Ordination given as a reafon of the 
former prayer, & yep cw TH SArDhoes Torso yeIpar, arr’ bw TA ShhoxeTR TaN TALC 
ay ox iuxneuar Ndvras yters wis dios oe, For notintheimpofition of my 
hands, but in the overfeeing providence of thy rich mercies, grace is 
given to them that are worthy. So that we fee, more goes to the fit- 
ting of a perfon for Ecclefiafticall Minifteries then is ufually fuppo- 
fed ; together with the power, a grace is {pecially collated, and tha 
is not to be taken up and laid down, and pretended to by every bol- 
der perfon. The thing is facred, feparate, folemn, deliberate,deriva- 
tive from God, and not of humane provifion, or authority, ‘or pre- 


tence,ordifpofition, - tt, 1 8 
e 7.) Seem, VI ee, 


He holy Ghoft was the firft confecrator,that is made evident: 
@ > = andthe — firft.confecrated were the Apofties, who re- | 

& ccived the feverall parts of the Prieftly order, at {everal! 
times; the power of confecration of the Eucharift, atthe infticution 


Eafter ; the power of baptizing and preaching, together with uni- 
eat jurifdiction, immediately before the Afcenfion, when they | 
were commanded to goe inte all the world preaching and baptizing. 
This is the whole office of the Prie/tboad; and nothing of this was 
given in Pentecoft when the holy Spjrit de{cended and refted upon: 
allofthem; the Apoftles, the brethren, the women: for thea. 
they received thofe great afhftances which enabled them who hed 
been defigned for. Embafladors tothe world, todoe their great 
work: and others ofa lower capacity had their proportion, asthe 
effect of the promife of the Father, anda mighty verification of the ; 
truthofChriftianity. _ roe oe 

~ Nowall thefe powers which Chrift had givento his Apoftles| . 
were by fome means or other to be tranfmitted to fucceeding-per- 
fons, becaufe the feverall Minifteries were to abide for ever, All ne- 
tions were to be converted, a Church to be gathered and conginued, 
thenew Converts to be made Confefiors, and configned with ba- 
pti(m, fins to bé remitted, flocks to be fed and guided,and the Lords 
eath declared, repreferited, exhibited, and commemorated untill 


| Legions. 


“the Office Minifteriall, | 


A his fecond comiag. And fince the powers of doing thefe offices, 


are atts of free and gracious conceffion, emanations of the holy 
Spirit, and admiflions to a vicinity with God, ‘itis pot onely impu- 
dence and facriledge in the perfon, falfly to pretend, that is, to bel 
the holy Ghoft, ‘and thruft into thefe offices, but there is an impof- 
fibility in the thing, it is null in the very deed doing, to handle thef¢ 
my fteries without fome appoinement by God; unlefle he calls and 
points out the perfon, either by an extraordinary or by an ordinary 
vocarion ; Of thefe I muft give a particular account. 

The extraordinary calling was firft, thatis, the immediate; for 
the firft beginning of a lafting neceflity, is extraordinary, and made 
ordinary in fucceflion, and by cantinuation of a fixed and determi- 
ned Miniftery. The firft of every order hath another manner of 
conftitution, then all che whole fucceflion. The rifing of the {pring 
isof greater wonder, and of more extraordinary and latent reafon, 
then the defcent of che current ; and the derivation of the powers of 
the holy Ghoft that make the Prieftly order, are juft like the crea- 
tion, the firft man was made with Gods owa hands, and all the reft 
by God, cooperating with a humane att; and there isnever the 
fame necefhty as at firft for Ged 16 create man, The {pecies or kind 
fhall never fail, but be preferved in an ordinary way: And (o it is in 
the defignation of the Minifters of Evangelicall Priefthood ; God 
breathed into the Apoftles 7 srdyor yCovmndyarsiva, the breath of. the 
life-giving fpirits and that breath wasto be continued in a perpetual], 
univocal! production; they who had received, they were alfoto 
give : and they onely could. 

Grace cannot be conveyed to any mas, but either by the foun- 
tain or by the channel : by the Author: or by the Minifter. God 
onely is the fountain and Author: and heshat. makes himfelfthe 
Minilter whom God appointed not, does in effe& make himfelf the 
Author: for he undertakes to difpofe of grace which ‘he hath not 
received, to give Gods goods upaqn his own authority - which he 
that offers at, without Gods warrant, does:it onely upon his own, 
And fo eithes he is the Author, or a8 Ufarper, either the fountain,or 
adry cloud, which in effect calls him eithar 4/s(bbemssas, or facri- 


But the firft and immediate derivation from the fountain, that 
onely'l affirm tobe miraculous, and extraordinaty : as all begin- 
nings of effences and graces of neceflity muft: thofe perfons who 
receive the firft iflues, they onely are extraordinarily called : all ehae 
fucceed are called or defigned an ordinary vocation, becaufe 
whatfoever isin the fucceflion is but an ordinary neceffity,to which | 
God hath proportioned an ordinary Miniftery ; and-when it may.be | 
fupplied by the common provifions to look -for an extraordinar 
calling, is as if a.man fhould expe& fomenew man to be created, 
as Adam was; itis to {uppofe oe multiply beings and opera-:| 

| a 


tions | 


so | The Divine inftitution of 

tions without neceflity. Ged called at firft, and tfhe had not called, | 

a could rot have come to him in his neerenefle of a holy Minifte- 
‘ry; he fent perfons abroad, and ifhe had not fent,they could not 
have gone ;_ but after that hehad appointed by his own defignation 
perfons who fhould be Fathers inChrift, he called no more, but 
Jeft chem to call others: He firftimmediately gives the ye’e:zy2, the| 
| grace, and leavesthisas a Depofitaretothe Church, faithfully to be 
kept till Chrifts fecond comming ; and this Depsfitum is the doGrine 
and difcipline of Jefus: he opens the door, .and then left itopen, 
commanding allto come in that way, into the Minitery and tuition 
of the flock, calling all chat came tn by windows, and pofterns, and 
oblique ways, theevesandrobbers. Andit is obfervable, that the 
word vocation or calling in Scripture, when itis referred to a defig- 
nation of perfons tothe Miniftery, it al wayes fignifies that which 
weterm, csiing extracrdinarys it allways fignifies, an immediate 
act of Gods which alfo ceafed when the great neceffity expired, 
that is, when the fountain had ftreamed forth abundantly, and made 
acurrent to defcend without interruption, The purpofe of this dif- 
courfe is, that now no man fhould in thefe dayes of ordinary Mini- 
ftery, look for an extraordinary calling, nor pretend in order to 
vainer purpofes any new neceflities, — : 

They are fancies of a too confident opinion, and over-valuing of 
our felves, when we think the very beeing of a Church is concerned 
in our miftakes 5 andifall the world be againft us, we are not afha- 
med of our folly, but thiok truth is failed from among the children 
of men, and the Church is at a loffe, and the current. derived from 
the firft emanations isdryed up, and then he thatis boldeft to pub- 
lith his follies is alfo as apt to miftake hisown boldnefle for 4 call from 
Goa, as he did at fir his own vain opinion for a neceflary truth ; and 
then he iscalled extraordinarily, and fo ventures into the fecrets of 
the Sanctuary, Firft,he made a neceflity more then ever God made, 
and then himfelf finds a remedy that God never appointed. He that 
thinks every fhaking of the Ark is abfolute ruine to it, when perad- 
| venture it was but the weaknefle of his own eyes that made him fan- 

cy what wasnot, may alfo think he hears a call from above to fup- 
| port it, which indeed was nothing but a noyfe in his own head - 
And thereis no cure for this, but to cure the man, and fet his head 
right. Forhethat will pretend any thing that is beyond ordinary, 
ashe that will fay he hath eworeafonable foules within him, or 
three wills, isnot to be confuted but by Phyfick, or by tying him to 
abjure his folly tillhewereableto proveir. __ | 
| But God by promifing that hisChurch fhould abide for ever, 
and that the gates of bell {hentd not prevail againft it, but that himfelf 
would be weth her to the end of the world, hath fufficiently confuted 
the vanity of thofe men, who that they might thruft themfelves 
intoanoffice, pretend the diffolution of the very being of the 


Church - 


A&s 13 .2. 
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the Office Minifteriall. 


A. Church: For if the Church remains in her being, let her corrupti- 


ons be what they will, the ordinary Prophets have power to reform 
them; and if they donot, every man hath power to compliin, fo 
hedoes it with peae, and modefty, and trath, and neceffity, a 
a. And there js no need of an extraordinary calling to amend fuch 
things which are certain, forefeen events; and fuch were herefies 
and corruption in do@rine and manners, for which God appointed 
an ordinary Miniftery totake cognifance and make a remedy; for 


| which himfelf when he had told us, berefies muff needs be, yet made 


no provifions extraordinary, but lefe the Church fufficiently inftru- 
Ged by her Rule, and guided by her Paftors. | _ 
> When Chrift means to give us anew Law, then he will giveus 


| anew Priefthood, a new Miniftery : One will not be changed with- 


out the other; God now no more comes in a mighty rufhing winde, 
butin a {till voice, in the gentle homilies of ordinary Prophets ; and 
now that the Law by which we are to frame our underftandings and 
our actions is eftablifhed, we muft not expe an Apoftle to correct 
every abufe ; for if they will not hear Aés/es and the Prophets, if one 
fhould come from the dead, oran Angel come from. heaven, it is 
certain they will not be entertained, but till the wonder be over, and 
the curiofity of news be fatisfied, : | 
Againft this, itis pretended that Chrift promifed to bee with bis 
church for ever, upon condition the Church would do their duty ; 
but they being but a company of men, have power to chufe,and they 
may chufe amiffe ; and if all fhould do fo, Chrifts promifes may fail 
us, though not fail of their intentions; and then in this cafe the 
Church failing, either there mult be an extraordinary calling of fin- 


_| gle perfons,or elfe any map may enter into the ordinary way,which 


is all one with an extraardinary : for itis extraordinary that com- 
mon perfons fhould by-neceflity bee drawn into an imployment 
which by ordinary vocation they are not to meddle with. = 


Apain(t his we can (thanks be to God for it ) pretend the expe- 


| vienceof 16.Ages; for hitherto it hath ever been inthe Chriftian 


Churchs, that God hath preferved a holy Clergie in the fame pro- 
portion as he.hath preferved a holy people; never et were the 
Clergy: all Antichriftian, in the mid{t of Chriftian Churches; and 
we have no reafonto fear it will be fo now, after fo long an experi- 
ence toexpound the promiles of our Lord to the fence of a perpetu- 
all Miniftery and a perpetual Church, by the means of ordinary mi- 
niftrations. =i“ et ese 7. 
~' Nad how thaii the Church be fuppofed to fail, fince God hath 
made no provifions for its reftitution ? Fog by what means fhould 


the Church be renewed and Chriftianity reftored? “Not by Scti- 


-pture? For we have no certainty that che Scriptures which we havé 


thisday, arethe fame which the Apoftles delivered, and fhal! re+ 


main {o for ever; butonely 1. the reputation and teftimony of all 
ae E 3 | cS a Chriftan 


So 


~ 


Ia 
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Chriftian Churches, ( which alfo mutt tranfmit the fame by acon+( A 


13, 


\the Churc 


tinuall fucceffive teftimony to the following, or elfe they will be of 
an uncertain faith, ) and 2. the confidence of the divine providence 
and goodneffe, who will not let us want what is fit for us,that with- 
out which we cannot attam the end to whichin mercy he hath de- 
fignedus, Nowthe fame Arguments which we have for the conti- 
nuation of Scripture, weehave for the tuity of a Chriftian 
Clergy, that is, befides the fo long a€tuall fucceffion and continu- 


ance, we have the goodnefle and unalterable {weetneffe of the Di-| 


vioe mercies, who will continue fuch Minifteries which himfelfhath 
made the ordinary means of falvation; hee would not have made 


| them the way to heaven and of ordinary neceflity,if he did not mean 


to preferve them ; indeed if the ordinary way fhould fail, God will 
fupply another way to them that doe their duty; but then Scri- 

re may as well fail as the ordinary fucceffion of the Clergy;they 
both were intended but as the ordinary minifteries of falvation, and 
if Scripture be kept for the ufe of the Church, it is more likely the 


Church will be preferved in its necetlary conftituent parts then the 


Scripture; becaufe Scripture is preferved for the Church, it is kept | 


that the Church might not fail. For asfor the fancy that all men 
being free agents may chufe amiffe; fuppofe that; but then may 
they not all confent tothe corruption or deftroying of Scripture ? 
yea, but God-will preferve them from that, or will over-rule the 
event: yea, but how dothey know that? what revelation have 
they ? yet grant that too, buewhy then willhe not alfo over-rule 
the event in the matter of univerfall Apoftacy ? for both of them are 
matter of choice, : 

But then that all the Clergy fhould confent to corrupt Scripture, 
orto lofe their faith, isa moft unreafonable fuppofition ; for fup- 
pofing there is a naturall poffibilicy, yet itis morally impoflible 5 


land we may as well fear that all the men of the world will be viti- 
‘| ous upon the fame reafon; forif all che Clergy may, thenall the 


people may, and you may as well poifon the Sea, as poifonall the 
{prings; and it is more likely all the Ideots, and the ordinary per- 
fons in the world fhould be coufened out of their religion,then that 


-laliche wife menand Antifites, the Teachers, Docfours, and publike 


Minifters of religion fhould. And whenall men turn Mariners, or 
Apothecaries, or that all men will live fingle lives, and turn Monks, 
and fo endanger the fpecies of mankind to perifh,( for there ts a great 
fear of that too) thatis, when all the world chufe one thing ( for if 
two men do, two thoufand may doit if they will, and fo may all 
upon this ground ) then alfo we may fear that all the Governours of 
se fail, becaufe fomedo, and more have, and all 

may ; till then, there will be no need of an extraordinary Commif- 
fion; but the Church fhall go on upon the ftock of the firft cal- 
ling, and defignation, whith was extraordinary. The Spirit iflued 
out 


E 


me ee 


the Office Minifterial. 

out at firft miraculoufly, and hath continued running ftill i the firft 
channels by ordinary condu&, and in the fame conveyances it muft 
run ftill, or it cannot without a miracle derive upan us, who ftand 
at infinite diftance from the fountain, Since then there is now no 
more expectation of an extraordinary calling (and to do fo were an 
extraordinary vanity ) it remains that the derivation of the minifte- 
riall power be by an ordinary conveyance, 

The Spirit of God in Scripture hath drawn a line, and chalked 
out the path that himfelf meant to tread in giving the graces of Evan- 


| gelical] miniftrations . At firft, after that Chrift had named twelve 


(one whereof was loft) they not having an expretfe comm and for 
the manner of Ordination, took fuchcourfe as reafon and religion 


14. 


taughtthem, They named two perfons, and prayed God tochufe | | 


one ; and to manifeft it by lot; which was a way leflethen the firft 
defignation of the other eleven; and yet had more of the extraordi- 
nary in it, thencould be reafonably continued in an ordinary fuccef- 
fion. The Apoftles themfelves had not as yet received skill enough 
howto officiate in their ordinary miniftery becaufe the Holy Ghoft 
was not yet defcended. | 

But when the Holy Ghoft defcended, then the work was to be- 
gin; Apoftles wanted no power neceflary for the main work of 
the Gofpel; but now alfo they received Commiffions to difpenfe 
the Spirit toall fuch purpofesto which he wasintended. They be- 
fore had the office in themfelves, bute it was xof commexnicable to others, 
till the Spirit, the avointing from above, ranne over to the fringes of 
the Priefts garments; they had it but inimperfection and unadtive 
faculties; So faith Theephylsd: He breathed not now giving tethem 
the perfect gift of the Holy Ghoff, for that he intended to give at Pente- 


cofts but be prepared thems for the fuller reception of #. They hadthe 


ift before, but not the perfe& confummation of it, that was refer- 

ved for the great day 3 and becaufe the power of confecration is the 
nadens, or perfection of Priefly order, i was the proper ema- 
nation of this dayes glory , then was the ispenrd swsiens, the per- 
fe&tion of what power Chrift had formerly configned. Forof all 
faculties, that is not perfect which produces perfect and excellent 
actionsina direct line, actions of a particular fort; but that whieh 
produces the actions. and enables others to do fo toos for then 
the perfection is inherent, not onely fermally, but virtually and ews- 
ently; and that’s the crown of habits, and naturall faculties, Now. 
befides the reafonablenefle of the thing, this is alfo verified by 2 cer- 
tainty that will not eafily fail us; by ni ele and ex poft fadte: 
For as we donot finde the Apoftles had before Pentecoft a predu- 
Give power, which made them call for a miracle, or a {peciall provi- 
dence by lots, fo we are fure that immediately after Pentecoft they 
had it: fot they {peedily began to put it in execution, and it is remat- 
kable, that the Apoftlesdid not lay hands upon Matshies, he — 
made 
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54 | The Divine inftitution of 


‘made Apoftle before the defcene of the Holy Ghoft: they-had no; A 


power to do it, they were not yet made Miniffers of the Spirit 5 which 
becaule afterwards prefently they did, concludes fairly that at Pen- 
tecoft they were amongtt other graces made the ordinary Minifters of 
Ordination. | 


This I fay is certain, that the Holy Ghoft defcending at Pentecoft, 


they inftantly did officiatein their minifteriall offices, they preached, | 


they baptized, they confirmed and gave the holy Spirit of obfigna- 
tion, and took perfons into the Lot of their Miniftery; doing of it by 
an externall rite and folemn invocation : and now the extraordinary 
way dideeafe,; God wasthe fountain of the power, but man con: 
veyed it by an externall rie: And of this Saint Pew/, who was the 
onely exception from the common way, takes notice 5 calling him- 
felfan Apoftle,, not of man, nor by man, but by Je(us Chrift , implying 
shat he hada fpeciall honour done, to be chofen an Apoftle im an ex- 
traordinary way 3 therefore others might be Apoftles, and yet not 
(> as he was ; for elfe his expreffion had been all one,as if one fhould 
fay, Titius the fonwe ofa man, not begotten of an.Argel, or [pirit, nor 
praduced by the Sunneor Starre, but begotten by a man of awoman: the 
difcourfe had been ridiculous, for no man is born otherwife; and 
yet he alfo had fomething of the ordinary too; for in an extraordi- 
nary manner he was fentto be ordained in an ordinary miniftery. 
And yet becaufe the ordinary miniftery was fetled, Saint Pst was 
called to an account for fo much of it as was extraordinary : and was 
tied to dothat which every man now is bound to do, that fhall pre- 
tendacalling extraordinary, viX, to give ax extraordinary proof of 
his extraordinary calling: which when he had done in the Colledge of 
Jerufalem, the Apoftles ¢ev- him the right band of fellowfbip, and ap- 
proved his vocation; which alfo fhews, that now the way of Ordi- 
nation was fixed and declared to be by humane miniftery 5 of which 


I need no other proof but the inftances of Ordinations recorded in | , 


Scripture. and the wo infances to the contrary, but of S. Pas!, whofe 

defignation. was as inmediate as that of the 11 Apoftles, though his 

Ordination was not. I end this with the faying of ‘ob the Monk : 
7 «| Concerning the order of Prieftheod st is pee and unfpeskable, He 
Tall. dea. \that yefterday and the day before was inthe form of /dests, and private 
erament. | perfens, 50 day by the power of the Holy Ghoft, and the vowue of the chief 
. wee x Prieft, and laying om of bands, recerves fo great an improvement and 
Er Actane: alteration, thst be handles and can confecrate she dsvine myfteries of the 
laude 2850. | holy Church, and becomes ( under Chrift ) 6 Mediator (, Mins(leriall ]be- 
7 inks a sween God andmean, and exalted to hallow bimfelf and fankifie others: 
Foon ee | The fame almott with the words of Gregory Nyfen, in his book 
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«wf valle oy | De fanito bapti(mate. | 
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This 


the Office Minifteriall. . 
This is the fumme of the preceding difcourfes; God isthe Con- | 
fecrator; man isthe Minifter; the feparation is myfterious and 
wonderfull ; the power great and fecret 5 the office to {tand between 
God and the people, in the miniftery of the Evangelicall rites 5 the 
calling to it ordinary, and by a fetled Miniftery, which began after 
the defcent of the holy Ghoft in Pentecoft. 

‘This great change was in nothing expreffed greater, then that 
Sauf wpon his Ordination changed his name, which Saint Chro/fo- 
ftome obferving, affirms the fame ofS, Peter, Iconclude, Differen- 


ordinis confeffum fanilificttws a Deo, faith Tertulijan., The authority of 
the whole C burch of God bath mad: diflinFion between the perfon ordat- 


ned andthe people, but the honour and power of it is derived from the}. 
fanification of God: \t is derived from him, but conveyed by an}' 
ordinary Miniltery of his appointing: Whofoever therefore with un.|. 


fanctified, that is,with unconfecrated hands thall dare to officiate in 
the minifterial office,feparate by God, by gifts,by graces,by publick 


order, by an eftablifhed rite, by the inftitution of Jefus, by thé de-| 
| {cent of the holy Ghoft, by the word of God, by the practife of the| 


Apoftles, by the practife of fixteen ages of the Catholick Church, | 
by the neceflity of the thing, by reafon, by analogy to the difcourfe|. 
of all the wife men that ever were inthe world; that man like his| 
| predeceflor Coreb brings an tnhallowed Cenfer, which hall never 
| fend upa right cloud ofincenfe to God, but yet that unpermitted, 
| and difatlowed fmoak fhall- kindle a fire, even the wrath af God 
| which fhall atleaft deftroy the facrifice: his werk foal beconfumed, 
and when upon his repentance himfelfefcapes, yet it fhall be {0, as by 
fire, thatis, with danger, and lofle, and fhame, and trouble. . For 
our God is a comfuming fire. me he mk 


- Remember Corah and all bis company. 
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The End. 
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Homil. 28.3 | 
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trameinter ordinem Ce plebem confirtnit Ecclefie anthoritas C» honor per: (os ca. 


stat. 


The Printer to the Reader. 


He abfence of the Author, and his incon- 

venient diftance from London, hath occa- 
fioned fome lefler efcapes in thé imprefsion o 
thefe Sermons, and the Difcourfe annexed. 
The Printer thinks 1¢ the beft inftance of par- 
don, if his Efcapes be not layd upan the a. 
thor, and he hopes they are no greater then an 
ordinary underftanding may amend, and a lit- 
tle charity may forgive. 
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